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Paul’s Secret of Power. By Rollin H.Walker. The Abingdon Press,
New York, Cincinnati, Chicago. 181 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.00.
Order through Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

Dr. Walker is professor of the English Bible at Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity, and as one would expect, the studies here submitted testify to his
extensive and intensive occupation with the Holy Scriptures. The results
of his researches and meditations he succeeds in setting forth in gripping
language. The book is not intended to be a life of St. Paul, but endeavors
to uncover the fountains of the amazing power of the apostle and his mes-
sage. Some of the headings of the twelve chapters should be mentioned
here to show the rcader what aspects of Paul’s work the author has in
mind: “Utilizing the Advantages of a Providential Background”; “Power
through Responding to the Divine Revelation”; “Power through a Great
Conception of Christ”; “Power through Freedom from Legalism”; “Power
from Crucifying Self”; “The Dynamic of a Great Hope.” Sets of questions
for study and discussion, one set for each chapter, conclude the volume.
The various chapters are conveniently subdivided, and the resulting sections
are given headings of their own. In endeavoring to evaluate the fascinat-
ing book theologically, I was struck by the author’s vigorous rejection of
the fallacy of autosoterism, and I cannot forbear quoting a few striking
sentences (p.20): “It is only after men have been lamed like Jacob in
their ineflectunl wrestling with the Angel of the Lord that they arc capable
of receiving His blessing. In the Epistle to the Romans (1—3) Paul de-
clares that this failure of mankind to save themselves by the methods
which they have so earcfully worked out is a universal experience. Both
Jews and Greeks, in spite of all their religious performances, he says,
are under sin. Man'’s self-evident attempt to climb up to heaven on
& ladder of his own making has been a failure.” That is a doctrine which
our haughty age, proud of its scientific achievements, stands much in
need of. As I read the chapter dealing with the meaning of Christ and
His work, I could not suppress the wish that the doctrine of the deity
of our Lord and that of His vicarious atonement had been set forth with
more triumphant clarity. Here and there I found a statement which
evoked my unqualified dissent; for instance, p. 43, where the author says,
in meeting the objection that some modern inquirer may not be able to
accept the high doctrine concerning Christ which Paul teaches: “The
answer is very simple. No one is required to work himself up to a theo-
logical position that has no relation to his experience.” Christ is what
He is, and we have no right to take away, or permit somebody else to take-
away, one little ray from the glory which is His divine possession. The:
polemic against insistence on adherence to a comprehensive creed (p.62)
is another such passage. Though the book, then, cannot receive the full
endorsement of a conservative Lutheran, it abounds in green oases where-
cooling springs are bubbling and pleasant shade refreshes the weary
traveler. W. ArxprT.
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®laubenslehre filvr ®ebilbete. BVon D. Grid) Sdhabdber, Profeflor ber
Theologic und Geheimer Konfiftorialrat in BVreslau. Verlag bon €. Vers
telémann in Gilterslof. 1933. 232 Seiten 6X8%. Preis: RKartoniert,
M. 6.50; gebunbden, M. 8.

Wie vicle Heildwahrheiten darf cin Theolog Teugnen, ehe ihm das Pridifat
#pofitiv” abgefprodien twird? Man ift dba in Europa fehr liberal. Schider lwicd
unter dbie pofitiven Theologen geredynet. Er berwvicft aber die JInfpiration und
alleinige Autoritit der Heiligen Schrift. »Bon diefer gehen HoHft verwunbderlide
Degriffe in ben fKdpfen Hodygebitbeter Menjdien um.# Jhunen erideint bie Vibel
immer nod) al8 geheifigter Kobers, ,Prodbult bed ilbernatilclidien GlotteSgeiftese.
»Sic halten beshald jemen duferfidhen, Iatholifierenden Glauben an die Sdrift
al8 infpivicrtes Ganges fiic dic ihr angemeffene Pofition.* (S.18 f.) Der dyrift
liche Glaube ift nidt ,Vejabhung religidfer Wahrheiten odber Lehren auf die dufere
Autoritdt . . . der Heiligen Schrift hine, (S.88.74.) Trof diefer Stellung wird
Sdiber gar ben ,Bibeltheologen” zugezdhit. (Vgl 3. B. F. Nattenbujd, Die
beutjdhe coangelifthe Theologic ufiv.,, S.68.) Dieje Stelfung qilt cben alé bie
pofitive, und darauf beruft fich Schiader. .E8 gilt von der gejamten offenbarungs:
pldubigen Theologic des 19. und 20. Jahrhunberts, die auf den Eharalter wiffen=
fhaftlicdher, das Heifit, jadygemifer, Forjhung das nitige Getwidht legt”, dak Jfic
ben Gcdanfen ber fogenannten Verbalinfpiration der neus und altteftamentlidhen
Yiider abgeftofen bat.* (S.18.) Freilidh behauptet Schdber durdyiveg, daf e
»Iorttheologie” treibe. 1Und biejes Wort Giottes findet fich in ber Heiligen
Sdrift. Ubcr nidt alles, was in der Heiligen Sdyrift gejchricben fteht, ift Gottes
Wort. Und was bavon Gottes Wort ift, ijt urfpriinglich Menfdhentoort; aber
3 toird filr un3 Gottes Wort .fo, daf Gotted madtvoller, perfonlider Geift ober
fein Madytiville fidy mit jenem Wort vergangener Menjdyen berbindet und durd)
dakfelbe an uns wiclts, (S.065.) ,Der Heilige Geift ift e8, der bag Menjdhens
wort be8 Gvangeliums jum Worte Gottes an und makht. (S.30.) 1lnd twer
fogt uns, welde Stiide der Heiligen Sdyrift nidt Gottes Wort find (dad Heifit
wobl, nidht folde Stiide, mit denen Gotted Madhttville fich verbinden fann)?
Das mup uns unjer Glaube jagen. ,Der Glaube Hhat die Fihigleit und die Anf:
gabe, den Sober Der BViidher des Neuen und Alten Teftamentes bdaraufhin 3u
beurteilen, ob und iwiejern er Gottesd Wort enthdlt.” (S.74) Der Glaube wird
uns 3. B. fagen, ,wad fidh ettva in ben cingelnen Viidhern des Alten Teftamentes
an jubdaificrenden BVeftandteilen 3eigts. (S.78.) Der Glaube im Ehriften ift
barum bie eigentliche Duelle dber Cehre und bic cigentliche Autoritit. 5 Heift da
3. B.: Laffen twir jeht den Glauben jum Ausdrud fommen* (S, 182.) ,Vom
Iebendig=toirlfamen Wort* (bad den Glauben [dafjt) »fchliefit der Glaube dicelt
auf bie Welt* (S.104) und fommt fo gur Cehre von der Shipfung. (Wie ex
babei ju bem Safy Tommt: ,Gotted8 Schaffen ift cwig, aber dad Probult feines
Sdyaffens, die Welt, ift zeitlichs, ift nicht crfichtlich.) AMes, was in der Glau-
benslchre itber ben Glauben gefagt toird, ift {dHlicjlid) Selbftausiage ded Glau:
bens.* (E.69.) ,Cine Konfequeny aus den Grundpofitionen ded driftlichen
®laubens ift biefe Lebre nidit.r (S.232.) CShlieflidh: ,Der Glaube hat in
ber YGfusfrage dad lefite Wort.” (S. 182.)

Welde driftologifhen Wabrheiten bdarf der pofitive Theolog bermverfen?
Sdhiider berivicft .die Cehre ded3 Athanafius bon der vollen Teilhaberfdhaft JEfu
GEhrifti an bem Wefen Gottes* (Homoufie, S. 164). Gr ift ausgejprodenermagen
Suborbinatianer. ,Die Unterordnung JEfu unter Gott gehort, weil fie ibm
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Sl8 dem Sobhn Gottes cignet, su feiner Gottheit. . . . Diefe am Bibels
tott ertoachfene Erfenntnis ber neueren Theologie ift unter den Gebildeten iweit=
bin unbetannt. Sie wiffen nur von der Hrdlidhen Lehre der Gottheit und der
teinen @leidhftellung JEju Ehrifti mit Gott.* (S.26.) ESie milffen fih an den
Gedanten ,ber Unterjtellung bes Sohnes umter ben Bater:Gott* gerodhnen.
(S.180.) Die Athanafioner lehren: ,JG[us fat die gottlie Natur.s Wber
oim Reuen Tefament Beifit ¢s bas nidht cinfody”. (S.105) Sehider fagt allers
bings Bfters: ,JGfus ift Gottr, aber cr fagt leber: ,JGfus ift gottheitlicy.”
Und toorin befteht bicfe Gottheitlicdhleit YEfu, Hdicfe eigentiimliche Urt der Gotts
beit JGfu" (S.170)7 Die Schrift fellt JEfus als den {lindenvergebenden
maditollen Trliger feines Geiftes Gott an die Seiter. (S.179.) ICfu Goits
beit befteht in der pecintidien Teilhaberjdjaft an Gottes Geift.” (S.208.) Was
fogt Schder ju ber Jweinaturenlehre? Dies: ,Wie foll aus der Vereinigung
beider Naturen eine Perjon, ¢ i n Jdh werdben? Das livdhlidhe Dogma nimmt an,
baf bes menjdhliche Jch bei biefer Verbindung fojujagen ausgejdaltet wicd.” (?)
»Da8 Gottheitliche an ober in YEjus foll bie perjonbilbende Grope fein. UAber ift
JCus dann nod) der Gottmenjdh?* (S.165.) 1fibrigens, vedet Bier der
Glaube, ,ber in der JGjusfrage das lefte IWort Hat?, odber bic BVernunft?
At IGjus von ber Jungfran Maria geboren? ,Der dogmatifhen Unnahme
gerabe der jungfrdulidhen Gleburt ftehen eine Beibe literarifder Vedenlen gegens
iiber, o bies, dbaf aufer Marlus aucd) Johannes und Naulus nidht von ihr reden.
Der Glaube, der entfdheidend an dem qefdyidytlidyswicljomen, gelremzigten umbd
auferftandenen HGEvrn hingt, hat ein unbedingtes Jnterefje an dem Jeugnis bon
ber Heclunft YGu aus Gottes neufdydpferijchem, wunberbarem Wirlen, aber
nidt an dem Vefonberen ber Herlunft bon der Jungfrau Maria.” (S. 181.)
Ronnte JGfus fih ireen? JGfus Hat fich in feiner Lehre bom ber Grifteny
Satand nidt geirrt. Das darf man nidt annehmen. Aber .cin Jreium JEfu
in irgendeiner fliterarifchen, bijtorijdhen ober [ofalen Ungabe bedbeutet fiir den
Glouben an ihn, fiir die durd) Gottes Geift vermittelte GlaubenSautoritit bes
Hren, nigts~. (S. 153.) — Worin unterjdyeidet fiy eigentlichy die pofitive von
ber fiberalen Theologic? D. YWilliam Sunbday fagt: “Christology is the strongest
dividing-line between the modern positive school in Germany and the lib-
eral.” (See Champion, Personality and the Trinity, p.83.) Der Qiberale
bebanbelt JGjum alé cinen blofen Menjden; der Pofitive lehrt nody irgendivie
feine Gottheit. DHier in Umerita, in lutherijhen und reformiecten freifen, wilcde
ein Theolog, der bon ber Gottheit JEfu redet wie Schider, jedenfalls den liberas
len, moberniftifthen Theologen sugesdhlt werden.

Sdlicpliy, muf ein pofitiver Theolog die ftellbectretende Genugtuung lehren?
Ridt mebr feit den Tagen Hofmanns. Scyiber lehrt: ,Die altproteftantifde
Theologic Hat bas Sterben YEju Ehrifti in folgender Weife gebeutet. GS volls
3iebt fih hier eine ftellvertretende Genugtuung an die Heiligleit und Gerechtigleit
Gottes. . . . Dicfe Unjdhauung ift bem biblijdhen Gvangelium ober bem Worte
Gottes und mit ihm dem Glouben fremd. Das qilt nun aber vollends, mwenn
diefe Auffaffung bes KreuzeStobes eine bulgire Form annimmt, in der fie aud
unter ben Gebilbeten umgeht. . . . Man ftellt fih ndmlid) den Sadyverhalt fo bor,
baf JGfus Ghriftus durd) fein ftellvertretendes Straficiden Gott vom Jorn jur
Gnabe umgeftimmt fabe.s (S.24f.) 9Bas lehrt nun Sdyider? Er rebet bon
Stellbertretung, bon einer ,cigenartigen Stellvertretung®. (S.196.) Gr benlt
fi) die Sadje fo: ,Jn Ghriftus lebte wihrend feiner gejdidtlichen Wirtjamleit
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bie Gnadbe @otted mit ifrer iveltiiberivindenden Madt. Uus der Nollmadit Her=
aus, bie hierin befdhloffen lag, Hat JEfus bei Lebzeiten Slinden vergeben. . . .
Seine Vergebung bebeutet, bag er al8 ber Ver{Bhmer, in der Fillle Heiliger Sebe,
3u uns fommt, unfer Anwendiges crfafst und im Glauben {ddpferijdy exneuert....
Filr ben HErrn Debeutete feine bergebendbe Tdtigleit finmer ein Leiden. Gr gab
fidy teinem Glicde feines Wolles bergebend him, ohne irgendivie, abgeftuft, unter
Jertum, Yerlennung, Kleinglauben, Sorgenfinn, Vosheit ju feiden. . . . Der
HErr hat aud) im Sterben BVergebung geitbt. . . . Nun ift bas Leiden, weldjes die
Siinbe dbem HErrn antut, euf jeiner Hihe. Die Gnade NEfu Ehrifti entfaltet
alfo hier die gange Energic vou Geduld und Trewe. . . . Ym Sterben bollendet
fid) bie @eredhtigleit IGju. GEr tut im Gehorfam gegen Gott das Stufecfie. Deds
balb Bat er aud) hier, ber vollendeten Siinde gegenilber, die Vollmadyt, Gnabe
ju fiben.” (S.190ff.) &far ift dic Sadie nicht. Und wenn man ben ganjen
Ubfdhnitt, S. 180—197, im Jujammenhang lieft — und zehumal genau left —,
bie Sadye toird nidt ffar. a5 Schider nidht annehmen fanm, bad fann er
Har fagen: ,Junddft fann leine Nede davon fein, baf Gott JEfus felber im
Tobe ridtet. . . . Died ift ecine abfolut unmbgliche Borftellung. . . . ,Gott
bat benm, ber bon lfeiner Siinbe toufite, jur Siinde gemadit’, aber nidt zum
Silnder, nidht jum Sduldigen, den peridnlidy. Verwerfung trifft.s (S. 195.) —
Wie geftaltet fidh dbemnad)y Schiders RNechtfectiqungdlehre? IWas meint er,
wenn er fagt, baf dbie Vergebung bedeutet, dafy der Verfihner uns im Glanben
fdopferifd) erneuert? Bijdhof D. Jiinter, der ihm nidyt abhold ift, ftellt die Sadye
fo bar: ,fFilr Sddber ift ,ber tragende, Tefite Sinn ber Nechtfertigungslehre qar
nidt der, baf bem Siinber die Entlajtung von der Schuld ober die Seligleit besd
berfibnten Gewiffend guteil oird. GEr liegt darin, dafy dber Menfdy der fiinbigen
&erne bon @ott unter die Leitung bes Heiligen GotteSgeiftes tritt ober den Geift
®ottes empfingt. . . . Nedytfertiqung ift dicjenige Wiclung Gottes, durdy welhe
et den Siinber mit fih) in Gemeinjdhaft verfest.” (Das Wort Gottes,
C. Sdhider, S.79.) Den Streit um den nter[dhied wifden GeredierilErung
und @ereditmadhung hilt Schddber filr einen Sdulftreit, der endlidy aufhdren
miiffe. (Ullg. Ev.=Luth. K. 3., 11. Oltober 1935.)

Das Sdluftoort Jinlers mige hier nod) Plafy finben: ,E8 ift niht ju vers
wunbern, bafy Schdder bei feiner grundbjdflid) theojentrijhen GEinftellung bon der
neuen Welle, dbic burd) die dialeltijdhe Theologic Heraufbefdhivoren twurde, gany
befonbers ftar! Berithrt worden ift und baf umgelehrt die dialettifdie THeologie
mandes an Sdibers Theologie als Halbheit empfindet.” TH Gugelber.

God in Action. By Karl Barth. Translated by Elmer G. Homrighausen
and Karl J. Ernst. Round Table Press, Inc., New York. 143 pages,
514 X8, including an appendix of oral expositions made by Barth.
Price, $1.75.

All students of theology interested in the Dialectical Theology will
be grateful to the translators and publishers of the five addresses by Karl
Barth contained in this handsome, handy volume. Barth is still the chief
exponent of the Theology of Crisis, and no matter what assenting or dis-
senting pupils of his may write, the theological world still desires to hear
what Barth himself has to say in exposition of his theology. The addresses,
here offered to English and American students of German theology in
a good translation, were originally delivered in German or French before
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pastoral conferences in various parts of Switzerland and represent Barth's
specific teachings on Revelation, the Church, Theology, the Ministry, and
the Witness Function of the Believer in the World. Barth here speaks
& little more clearly than he does in his more learned works; yet his
usual obscurity of diction and style crops out even in these popular talks
and often leaves the reader at a loss to understand what he really means
to say. Barthianism arose as o revolt against the pantheism, Pelagianism,
naturalism, rationalism, and sccularism of his time, urging o speedy and
absolute return to the Reformation. But what Barth has proclaimed was
neither genuinely Lutheran nor strictly Reformed, but a sort of religious
Philosophy built around the central thought of God’s sovereignty and man’s
absolute dependence upon Him in the realm of nature and grace. Though
both thoughts are Biblical if properly understood and interpreted, Barth,
in his new religious system, has become a rationalist himself, unable to
direct his students rightly according to the divine truth. Throughout the
five addresses offered in this book the reader will find truly Biblical state-
ments, espeially in the one entitled “The Ministry of the Word.” But there
are also many more statements in which the traditional Christian faith is
disavowed; and there are still more in which the presentation of ideas is
80 vague and obscure that the reader fails altogether to understand what
is meant. Just to mention a few instances. Barth speaks of revelation
88 being God Himself (p.15: “Revelation is God Himself”). Then again
he speaks of revelation as being an act of forgiveness or even an act of
sanctification (p.18). Or he speaks of the Holy Scriptures as being the
true authority in religion, since in them God Himself speaks. Yet accord-
ing to Barth not the Bible is the Word of God, but that which is revealed
to him who studies the Bible. He writes: “The Seriptures govern the
Chureh and not the Church the Scriptures” (p.30). He adds, however:
“But note well, the Scriptures as a tool in God’s hands; for they are only
human testimony of divine revelation” (ibid.). Barth tlius makes the
Bible & human book and so advances no higher in his bibliological belief
than did the destructive critics and other heretics whose unbelief he so
stoutly condemns. After all, he is only another Schwaermer, and one who
is all the more dangerous for the very reason that he pretends to be loyal
to the traditional faith. Of the Church, Barth teaches that it exists
wherever the Scriptures speak and where man hears God (p.29). But he
makes no distinction between the Law and the Gospel, and nowhere does
he describe the members of the Church as believers in Christ, as did
Luther. Of Theology he says: “Theology’s essential hypothesis, or axiom,
is revelation, which is God’s own act, done in His Word and through His
Word” (p.41). However, a few pages later he declares: “Theology is
& human and not a divine work. Theology is service to the Word and is
not itself the Word of God” (p.49). Is theology, then, human revelation
by which the Word of God is revealed? Why does Barth not speak more
clearly? Already in America great praise has been bestowed upon Barth
and his school, but every one who is fully truthful must contend that
he is both a Schiwacrmer and a Schwaetzer. As Schwaermer he separates
authority in religion from the Holy Scriptures and places it in subjective
feeling. As Schwaeteer he speaks, not to instruct, but to obscure and
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mystify. But even so, it is a truly laudable piece of work which the
publishers of these addresses have done in making the false prophet Barth
accessible to the study of English Bible scholars and so subject to eritical
examination in the light of Seripture and to just condemnation on the
basis of the objective Word of God. J. T. MUELLER.

RNeue Tegte sur Bibelverdbeut{dhung bed Mittelnlters. Mit jioct Vildbtafeln
und einem Anbang: ,Perifopenfdliiffel filc ehn Heiligenmefjen in beuts
fdhen Quellen.” Hevausgegeben in Gemeinjdiaft mit Artur Thomas
Datto, Frify Jiilidher, Willy CLitdtfeund Cudwig Wolff
bon Hans Vollmer. Alabemijdhe BVerlngsgejellfchaft Athenaion, Pots=
bam. 274 Seiten 614€X9%. Preis: RM. 24,

Mit Freudben begriifien it biefen weiteren Vand in bem grofen Nnternehmen
ber Herausgeber, bic Gejdhidhte und die Terte der borlutherijdhen itberjefungen
ber Bibel in die deutjhe Spradie ju dieten. Dic Hauptarbeit an diejem Banbde
hat aud) in diefem Falle ber Hauptrebafteur getan; aber bie Veitrige bon Hatto,
»&ine deut{che Apolalhpie ded 14. Jahrhundertss, Wolff, ,Die Neimbibel des Pfaf=
fen Sdnemanns, Jiilidher, ,Die Mevifion der Ofmiifjer Hanbfdhrift undb ,Die Ebans
aeliare Wien und Hamburg”, und Liidtle, ,Perifopenjdhliiffel#, find Hervorragenbe
Leiftungen auf bicfem Gedicte. Den AO{chIuf; des ganzen Vudjed dilden fehr ban=
Ienswerte Regifter. Aud) die beigegebenen Tafeln crhihen den Wert bes gangen
DBanded um ein bebeutenbes. Nicht nur fiir den ThHeologen, jondern fiir jeben,
bem bie Gefthichte ber beutidhen Spradie und der dentjden Kultur nidyt pleichpliltis
ift, ift dicfer Band fehr wertboll. P.E Rrefgmann.

Kagawa the Christian. By Jan Karel Van Baalen. Wmn. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 110 pages, 534X7%a.
Price, 50 cts.

The Japanese evangelist Tojohiko Kagawa, who visited America early
this year and spoke before thousands of people in many of our large cities,
has become the storm-center of criticism, and the present book is one of
the many biographies and deseriptions of the man which attempt to awaken
and maintain a sympathetic interest in this messenger from the Far East.
The author of this book certainly makes every effort to present Kngawa
in the most favorable light. But even he must make the econcession
“I am convinced that my former elassmate and friend Kagawa has perhaps
not fully escaped the influence of theological tendencies which run con-
trary to his fundamental convictions.” (P.36.) The many quotations
from Eagawa’s books which he offers bear this out. Time and again one
is constrained to note on the margin: What does the man mean to say?
Can this be considered adequate? ete. One is forced to the comclusions:
Kagawa may in his own heart believe in the atonement wrought by the
blood of Jesus Christ, but he is at best & poor theologian in expressing the
Scripture doctrines clearly and adequately, and he lacks theological balance.
As long as he has not fully grasped the truths of the Seripture, he should
not presume to be a teacher of others. Even if he is not a Modernist, his
language often smacks of modernistic tendencies. It is doubtful whether
his teaching will really lead souls to Jesus, the Savior of sinners.

P, E. KRETZMANN.
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Portraits of Christ in the Gospel of John. By Harold Samuel Laird.
The Bible Institute Colportage Association, Chicago. 126 pages,
6% X7%. Price, 75 cts.; paper covers, 20 cts.

This book makes acceptable reading. The brief meditations assert the
doctrine of Christ’s deity and of the vicarious atonement under such
chapter heads as “The Son of God”; “The Son of Man”; “The Great
Physician”; “The Bread of Life”; “The Light of the World”; “The Resur-
rection and the Life”; “The Humble Servant”; “The Sender of the Holy
Spirit”; “The Uplifted Savior.” J. H. C. Frrrz.

The Art of Ministering to the Sick. By Richard C.Cabot, M.D., and
Russell L.Dicks, B.D. The Macmillan Co., New York. VIII and
384 pages, 6XX8%. Price, $3.00. Order through Concordia Publish-
ing House, St. Louis, Mo.

The authors hope that this book “will be of interest to all who care
for the sick: to doctors, nurses, social workers, and to the sick them-
selves, as well as the ministers, to whom it is addressed primarily.” In
our opinion the authors have succeeded in putting together a very valu-
able book, brimful of helpful information and practical suggestions as
to the technique of ministering to the sick, and no pastor, inexperienced
or experienced, can read the book without deriving real benefit, becoming
better qualified to perform his duties as Seclsorger. We should like to
call attention to n number of chapters which we have found especially
helpful, though we cannot always agree with the position taken by the
authors. Chapter IT, “Special Advice on Work with the Sick,” offers
24 specific and 10 general rules for the pustor’s deportment in the sick-
room. Two samples, taken at random, may be welcome to our readers.
“Sympathy ecan be given in a way that does harm. The sufferer should
be made to realize that you share his prin; but if you dwell on his
feelings you can unman him.” (P.21.) “A Christian minister can never
be insulted or more than momentarily irritated by the patient because he
s & patient.” (P.26.) Simple rules, most of them, and most of them
q.uite self-evident, yet so often forgotten. There is Chapter III, “Institu-
tional Problems,” devoted chiefly to the best manner of meeting the various
complaints of patients against the doctors, the institution, the nurses, ete.
Cb,.pterl of special value to the young pastor are IX and X, “Vis mediatriz
Dci” and “Points on Common Diseases,” the former presenting a picture
“of what nature docs to keep the body sound despite the strains which
challenge its strength in health as well as in disease” (p. 119), while the
latter briefly and accurately describes a number of discases every pastor
should recognize. Chapter XVIIT, “Note-writing,” to mention only one
more, urges the pastor to write out extended notes on his experiences and
impressions at every visit and offers an outline and an instructive illus-
tration. On p.200 we read: “Doubtless it will be said that the minister
has no time to keep notes. That sounds familiar. Lazy doctors say the
same thing, but competent doctors, no matter how busy, keep notes, because
they know that they cannot otherwise do good work. Are ministers busier
than doctors?”

The book unfortunately reflects the modernistic viewpoint time and
again, which makes it necessary that the Lutheran, Scriptural, background
be supplied by our readers. On p. 312, for instance, we read: “We have

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1936



o A ——— R A

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 7 [1936], Art. 111

958 Book Review. — Qiteratur.

made no reference to salvation in this chapter or in the former pages.
Some will ask: ‘Ts it not the purpose of the clergy to work for the patient’s
salvation, especially at the time of death?” The conception of the ministry
as a life of “saving souls’ by pulling them back from the brink before they
plunge to their doom involves beliefs which we do not hold. At what point
in a person’s spiritual growth, salvation begins or at what point it is
accomplished is beyond our power to estimate. Some will object to our
conception of spiritual growth, perhaps will believe that we have fallen in
with an easy, nineteenth-¢entury optimism. But such is not the case. Our
conception of growth, which encompasses our conception of salvation, leads
us to place the individual as an individual at the center of the picture. It
is the minister's task, we hold, to go to the sufferer and to minister to
the sufferer’s needs as he finds them and not as he assumes them to be.”
Under the heading “The Minister’s Kit-bag” (p.159) the author says:
“The bag represents not only the continuity of the minister’s relation to
the invalids whom he visits, but the particular nature of his office. It
should contain some Protestant equivalent for the Roman Catholic priest’s
stole, wafer, and oil. What these equivalents should be will differ with
each minister. Some will want none at all because they carry in their
minds all the insignin of their office. But whatever their spiritual prin-
ciples, they will probably have some material representative, something
to do for Protestants what the erucifix and the rosary do for Catholics.”
And he lists among the books that might be suggested for patients who
ask for religious reading also the following: Introduction to a Devout Life,
St. Francis de Sales; The Manhood of the Master; The Meaning of Prayer;
The Mcaning of Faith, nll by Harry Emerson Fosdick (p.168). In spite
of this failing, a scrious one, the book contains so much of valuable infor-
mation and suggestion that we feel we are doing our pastors a real favor
in calling their attention to this book. T. LAETSCIHI.

Financial Recovery for the Local Church. By Julius Earl Crawford.
Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. 204 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.00.
Order through Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

This book is written from the standpoint of the Methodist Episcopal
Churchs South, a fact for which the Lutheran reader will occasionally have
to make some allowances. On page 93, for instance, we would substitute
the services of our synodical committee. With reference to a remark on
page 99 we would affirm that we do not solicit financial assistance from
non-members. But for all this, the book ean easily be translated into
terms of our own Synod, even if a Lutheran pastor will want to emphasize
some things more and modify others. But, on the whole, we recommend
this book most heartily, not only to pastors, but also to diseriminating

- laymen of finance boards in our congregations. It is full of stimulating

and challenging statements and splendid information concerning plans that
have actually proved their value. Moreover, the book is written from an
evangelical viewpoint. It correctly states that the program of church
finance “involves a realization of the essential worth of the Chureh;
a clear understanding of the Christian basis of church finance; a proper
appreciation of the pastor’s relation to the finances of his charge; the
recognition and fulfilment of the laity in the temporal affairs of the
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‘Church; adequate and equitable provision on the part of the local church
for ministerial support, for building facilities and equipment, and for all
connectional as well as local needs, necessitating the utmost care in
budget planning; the best methods of cultivating the constituency, en-
listing the constituents, conserving and carrying on; and & businesslike
method of handling the funds.” Among the many fine statements of the
book are the following. The author quotes with approval: “The Old
Testament, affords no support for the theory sometimes advocated that
tithing is to be the main support of the religion of the New Testament.”
His own statement, on page 30, reads: “A local church, to be Christian,
cannot build its financial program upon legalism. The chureh that at-
tempts it cannot produce character that is genuinely and thoroughly
Christian. The divine ideal for the individual or the group canmot be
realized through external coercion. It is possible only through the volun-
tary and enthusiastic loyalty which is the fruitage of Christian freedom.”
Again, on page 38: “In an age of democracy and liberty it [namely
stewardship education] is an imperative factor in developing = of
obligation in proportion to opportunity and of responsibility in keeping
with privilege.” But this will suffice to show the tenor of the book. We
trust that many pastors will obtain copies of this book for themselves and
their finance boards. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Proceedings of the Sixteenth Convention of.the ‘English District
of the Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States; “Concordia Pub-
lishing House, St.Louis, Mo. 08 pages, 6X0. Price, 22 cts.—
Central District. 92 pages. Price, 24 cts.— Eastern District.
80 pages. Price, 21 cts.— Sued-Wisconsin-Distrikt. 71 pages.
Price, 14 cts.— Michigan District. 90 pages. Price, 16 cts.

It is a pleasurc to call attention to these synodical reports in the
uniform format and print which has always characterized this branch of
the work done by our Concordin Publishing House, and it is a pity that
the plan which was brought to the attention of our clergy early in the
summer, according to which the entire set of reports was to be issued in
a uniform fashion, could not be carried out for want of cooperation. These
reports constitute o valuable theological library and should be- found in
particular in the library of every young pastor of our Synod, In the five
reports which are listed above we have the foldowing doctrinal essays.
The English District heard two essays: one on “Our English District in
Its Early Developments,” with valuable historical material; the other on
“Spiritual Stewardship,” presenting the topic from a most interesting
angle. The Central District likewise heard two essays: one on the words
of the Creed “I believe in the resurrection of the body and the life ever-
lasting” and the other on “Christian Stewardship.”, The Eastern District
heard an essay on “The Great Commission,” which is full of material for
mission talks. The South Wisconsin District heard two papers: one on
“Church Discipline” and the other on “The Christian Home,” both highly
instructive and valuable. The Michigan District heard two English papers:
one on “The Layman in Church-work” and the other on “Modernism and
Redemption,” both of which were exceedingly timely and practical. No
pastor or layman will study the various essays here enumerated without
tho richest spiritual blessings. P. E. KRETZMANN.
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The Woman Pays. By Frank Leighton Wood, M.D. Zondervan, Grand
Rapids, Mich. 280 pages, 54 X8. Price, §2.15.

Tho three problems upon which this volume attempts to shed the light
of medical experience are indicated by the following expansion of the title,
The Woman Pays, printed on the jacket of the book: “For Sex Ignorance
and Mistakes of Men and Women before and after Marringe the Bride
Pays”; “For the Imbeecility of Criminal Abortion and Ignorance of Birth
Control the Wife Pays”; “For Mecdical Haste and Indifference and Surgieal
Greed in Childbirth the Mother Pays.” The chapters of the book fulfil
the promise given on the same jacket that Dr. Wood’s pages are “entirely
free of salacious terminology, while, at the same time, exhibiting & com-
mendable freedom from furtive hint and half-explained suggestion, usual
to most treatises of similar character.” After general considerations of
the sex question and a chapter devoted to physiology, he discusses vencreal
diseases and, in connection therewith, makes a plea. for physical examina-
tion of all persons contemplating marriage. The discussion of birth
control contains purely negative judgments regarding this practise, the
single exception being made in favor of the observance of the cycle of
fertility. The remaining chapters, 8 to 14, more than half of the book,
contain a most valuable discussion of obstetrics. The author is very pro-
nounced in his opinion that surgery in cases of childbirth is being greatly
overdone; also that the family physician can be depended on in preference
to hospitalization, which has a much higher mortality rate than deliveries
in the home. While the book does not attempt to solve every moral
problem connected with sex and married life, it is wholesome in its tone
and bears the imprint of a scientifie, yet kindly and sympathetic spirit.

Tir. GRAEBNER.

Convention Year-Book. The Walther League. 61 pages. Price, 25 cts.

Order from the Walther League, 6438 Eggleston Ave., Chieago, IlL

This ycar-book and report on the Houston Convention is especially

interesting on account of the Unite the Youth Endeavor resolutions, which
all our pastors may well study at this time. P. E. KRETZMANN.

NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

In order to render satisfactory service, we must have our current mailing-list correct.
The expense of maintaining this list has been materially increased. Under present regula-
tions we are subject to a “fine” on all parcels mailed to an incorrect address, inasmuch as
we must pny 2 cents for every notification sent by the postmaster on a parcel or periodical
which is undeliverable because no forwarding address is available or because there has been
a change of address. This may seem insignificant, but in view of the fact that we have
subscribers getthnf three or more of our periodieals and considering our large aggregate
subscription list, it may readily be that it amounts to quite o sum during a year;
for the postmaster will address a notification to each individual periodical. Our sub-
scribers can help us by notifying us — one notification (postal card, costing only 1 cent)
will take care of the addresses for several publications. We shall be very grateful for
Your cooperation.

Kindly consult the address label on this pa to mscertain whether your subscription
has mln# or will soon explu.t "D:l:: slg"b'lo'l:ht e label ln’lunl 3" your lﬂl;:cﬁptlnn has
expired. Please pay your agent or the Pul er promptly in order to avold interruption
of service. It takes about two weeks before the address label can show change of address
or acknowledgment of remittance.

‘When ing your subscription, please mention name of publication desired and exact
pame and .‘ﬁ'm. (both old and nu'r. if change of address is r:quuud)?
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