Concordia Theological Monthly
Volume 7 Article 101

11-1-1936

Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches

J. T. Mueller
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm

6‘ Part of the Practical Theology Commons

Recommended Citation

Mueller, J. T. (1936) "Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches," Concordia Theological
Monthly. Vol. 7, Article 101.

Available at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol7/iss1/101

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Print Publications at Scholarly Resources from
Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Concordia Theological Monthly by an authorized editor
of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact seitzw@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol7
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol7/iss1/101
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol7%2Fiss1%2F101&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1186?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol7%2Fiss1%2F101&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol7/iss1/101?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol7%2Fiss1%2F101&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

Mueller: Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches

Theological Observer. — RirdlidysSeitgefdichtlies. 868

Theological Observer. — Stirdjlidj-Seitgefdictlices.

I. Xmerika.

The New History Society and Its New Religion.—As the Sunday-
school Times (July 11) suggests, the New History Society takes its name
apparently from its ambitious program — the establishment of the United
States of the World and of a universal religion. The Sunday-school Times
writes in part: “The society was founded in 1928 and is, we are told,
bosed on Bahaist principles. Among its speakers have been John Haynes
Holmes, Rabbi Wise, John Dewey, Einstein, Mrs. Sanger, Tagore, and a son
of Tolstoy. The chief activities of the organization so far have involved
the offering of money prizes in international competition on the promotion
:)f world peace and similar subjects. The theme for one competition was,
How Can Youth Contribute to the Realization of a Universal Religion?’
Among the judges were the names of Bishop Fred Fisher, Devere Allen,
editor of The World To-morrow, Dr. Henry F. Atkinson, General Secretary
of the World Conference for International Peace through Religion, and
a number of Unitarian ministers. Enterprises of this type and parliaments
of religion have always had a peculiar attraction for Unitarians. One way
of getting rid of Christianity is to submerge and drown it in a union of
religions. This ends Christianity’s uniqueness and its absolute demands
on the human heart. Competition for this fourth series of prizes was
confined to young people of Asin. Its sponsors declare the result to have
Il_lnwn ‘that the rising generation in all countries has been caught in a new
vibration. Following the footsteps of its spiritual ancestors, Buddha, Con-
fucius, Laotse, Moses, Christ, Baha-U-llah, it has discarded sectarianism
and comes out boldly for the religion of progress and love. Never before
has the youth of Asin had the opportunity to express its hopes. Youth
has made up its mind to annihilate dogmas and to build in their place
a fairer edifice’ The writers are then characterized as ‘charter members
of the order of the great companions,” ‘the heralds of a mew dawn,’ ‘the
harbingers of a new spring,’ ‘the stars guiding travelers to a world of
idealism, of peace, and of immortal bliss.” We swim in pure azure! What
are we to say about this? The proposed religion of progress and love is
not the Christian religion. In these cssays the name of Christ is not
once named save in the customary series, Buddha, Confueius, Jesus. The
idea of salvation does not appear, nor does the word sin. ‘Religion’ is but
a rhetorical synonym for friendliness and optimism. The dark and tragic
in human nature, man’s personal spiritual needs and agencies, are not
referred to. We are in a ‘summer land’ like that of the Spiritists, which
is supposed to welcome all after death. Strange that in the present mad
welter, as of a burning building, these young people are not looking for
& way of cscape. They deem themselves sufficient at every point and feel
no need of a Savior. One writes from Madras: ‘Youth will play the major
part in establishing a universal religion. They inherit all the best in the
world and have the power to erect a new civilization, avoiding the blunders
of the past. Their minds are at least not petrified by blind dogmas.” The
Tokyo lad, Shoji Kimura, writes: ‘Youth must rise and take the world
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by the hand and say, This way.” Another Japanese, who bears the Chris-
tian name of Paul and who writes from the Doshisha Mission College
(Congregationalist), says: ‘We are scientific-minded. Our perspective is
not refracted by prior experience. Consequently we can provide the vision
for the new social order and draw blue-prints for it. We have a super-
abundance of energy with which to fire the crucible of modern events.'—
‘Create a universal Bible,’ ery these youths, ‘based on the teaching of all
prophets, saints, and thinkers.’” ‘Publish a universal holy book,’ writes
a student in the American Mission College (Presbyterian) in Beirut. They
call for ‘world mansions’ in capitals of the nations as headquarters of
a world religion. They would organize a Board of Missions to establish
missions of the universal religion in all the cities of the world. They
would hold religious world congresses, ‘an annual celebration, in the
leading cities of the world, of a Pantheon of universal religion where
all religions will gather together to sing one universal song of love, pray
one universal prayer of love, worship one universal lord of love’ ‘All
religious institutions, churches, mosques, synagogs, should be utilized for
the realization of a universal religion.’ — That's enough. This ‘movement’
has already drowned itself in verbiage. We in America are not un-
familiar with that verbiage. Miss Louis Pin Chang, first prize-winner,
talks about the ‘democracy of God,” a phrase of Shailer Mathews’s inven-
tion; others roll under their tongues Dr. Fosdick’s cherished word ‘modern.’
It is worth noting that sixty-eight of those competing describe themselves
ns Christians, the next largest group to the eighty Hindus. Does not this
mean that these young people have had their training in mission colleges?
Can it be true that this verbiage is the religious colloguial in these
colleges ?”

No doubt, what the Sunday-school Times here suggests is true. Any
one who knows the destructive attacks of Modernists upon the Christian
religion can readily understand also what should prompt them to estab-
lish a “world religion” in which Jesus would count no more than Confucius
or Buddha or Mohammed. It is the total destruction of the Gospel of
the crucified Christ which the advocates of this new “world religion,”
which is nothing else than the old naturalistie religion of the carnal heart,
has in view. J.T. M.

Modification of the Mexican Government Attitude Allows Re-
opening of Churches. So reports a correspondent of the Christian
Century. “Already the government is showing a more conciliatory atti-
tude. Wide attention was given to a recent address of President Cardenas
in Guadalajara, in which he declared that the religious question had been
given overimportance; that the main aim of his administration is social
and economic transformation; and that the government should not pro-
mote antireligious campaigns, thus sowing discord and impeding construe-
tive accomplishment. This was followed a few days later by an official
statement to the effect that the government would not oppose the reopen-
ing of churches in those places where they had been closed without federal
authorization. Already churches are being reopened on the large north-
western states of Sinaloa, Sonora, and Chihuahua, where they had been
closed for a year and a half or longer. Loecal difficulties continue however.
Within the past week in the state of Guanjuato a clash between Catholies
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on one side and agrarians and rural teachers on the other resulted in the
death of fifteen persons and the wounding of fourteen others. An official
bulletin places the blame upon Catholic fanatics, who attacked teachers
attending n cultural mission when they were putting on a social program
in one of the public gardens.” A

Mr. Babson and the Congregationalists. — When Mr. Roger Babson
was elected Moderator of the Congregational and Christian Churches, in
convention assembled at Mount Holyoke, this was looked upon as & victory
for the Conservatives. We read with interest what an editorial in the
Christian Century stated about Mr.Babson: “Mr.Babson has long been
interested in religion and its relation to business. He has many times
said that a revival of religion is necessary to a revival of business. This
can be of course a highly dangerous doctrine. The notes he struck at
Mount Holyoke, however, were quite innocuous. He proposes to replenish
Congregationalism by increasing the birth rate in Congregational families.
If the clergy fails to stop the ebbing of the membership in certain Congre-
gational churches by regeneration, he proposes that the laity do it by
generation! Some years ago Mr. Babson proposed that the salary of min-
isters be determined by the number of new members they brought into the
church during the year! Apart from the merit of his specific ideas, it
may prove that Mr. Babson’s emphasis upon responsibility of the laity —
the deacons and trustess, and the rank and file— will be a wholesome one.”
The editorial before us states that during the next two years, according
to a vote of the convention (called General Council), n denominational
Plebiscite will be held on questions concerning the economic order, which
course the Christian Century construes as the entering upon “a new dimen-
sion of Christian responsibility.” While this plan may aequaint Congre-
gationalists with the questions studied in courses of sociology, we are quite
sure that it will not result in what the Christian Century predicts, “a recon-
structed and regencrated Chureh.”

Will the Presbyterian Church of America be Compelled to
Change Its NameP — The Preshylerian of August 27 writes as follows,
respecting the Presbyterinn Church in the United States of America
(Northern Presbyterians): “Our Church has filed a bill in equity in the
common pleas court of Pennsylvania seeking to restrain the Presbyterian
Church of America from its use of this name and title. The moderator,
stated clerks, and members of the General Assembly’s special committee,
appointed last May to guard rights and property, are the plaintiffs. The
brief charges that the new organization is cngaged ‘in n successful cam-
paign to induce members and individual churches of the plaintiff Church
to withdraw therefrom with the church property and to bring themsclves
and said property into membership and support’ of the Presbyterian
Church of America. It charges that the defendant Church is organized
on the same platform of standards and asserts itself to be ‘the spiritual
successor’ of our Church. The brief declares that here and abroad the
new Church secks to grow, and to accomplish these objects, ‘through the
impairment and disintegration of the organization and work of the plain-
tiff Church.’ ‘The prineciples and practises of comity which prevail among
all other Protestant evangelical churches and societies have been openly
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disavowed by the defendant,’ it is stated. It msserts that our Church is
generally known in the world to be ‘the prerepresentative of what is known
as Presbyterianism in America’ An ‘irreparable’ injury is claimed if
this name is allowed to stand. The defendants have not yet filed a reply.”
The outcome of this suit will be watched with interest, although from this
distance it appears that the plaintiff has no case. A,

Has the Teaching of Immersion been Abandoned in Some In-
fluentinl Baptist QuartersP — An editorial in the Christian Century of
July 22, having the heading “No Immersionist Bloc,” makes a frank
remark about immersion which our readers will be interested to see:
“Certainly the old claim of both Disciples and Baptists that there is some
authoritarian basis for immersion either in the Secriptures or in the com-
mandment of Jesus has no longer a leg to stand upon. Baptism is not
immersion, as Alexander Campbell taught. Neither, however, is it sprin-
kling or any other physical act. It is the social act of initiating a proper
candidate into the membership of the Christinn Church. That this act
has results, that it makes a difference, who will deny? But the results do
not flow from the isolated act in its organic meaning as incorporation
into the body of Christ.” If we understand the author correctly, he
definitely admits that the Bible does not teach that baptism must be by
immersion. There is much which one has to object to in the second part
of the paragraph, but we agree with the author when he maintains that
neither immersion nor sprinkling is preseribed as the proper mode of
baptizing. That o statement of this sort was made in a journal which is
supposed to represent the views or principles of the Disciples, commonly
regarded a Baptist sect, gives it special significance. A

%A Far-Sighted Liberal.” — Under this heading Christianity To-day
(September, 1936) writes: “A Universalist preacher writing in the Na-
tion's Busincss, decries the tendency in his Church and in the Federal
Council of Churches to spend their energies in social betterment. He says:
‘Instead of the words of Christ “Seck ye first the kingdom of God and His
rightecousness, and all these things shall be added unto you,” we are now
told: Seck ye first what ye shall eat and drink and wherewithal ye shall
be clothed, and the kingdom of God and His rightcousness will then be
added unto you. When all your economic schemes have been put into
action; when your planned cconomy has been duly planned; when the
capitalistic system has gone down to the dead gods and broken things;
when your cooperative state, whatever may be its shape, has risen upon
the ruins, your real task remains the same. The beneficiaries of your
idealism are not going to flock to your altars to thank you for your
mistaken intervention. They are going to be as far from the kingdom of
God as ever; and you will have to return to the old preaching of
righteousness with all the vigor and enthusiasm that may be left after
liberty has been destroyed and the planned economy, which will not include
you in its plans, has been introduced.”” That means, more briefly ex-
pressed: “Your whole social-gospel scheme is bound to turn out to be
a wretched failure, and besides, by your social gospel you are not going
to make any one a Christian.” But why, then, remain a Universalist?

J.T. AL
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Laymen and the Preaching of the Social Gospel. — An article in
the Christian Century scems to be telling the truth when it depicts the
viewpoints of the clergy and the laity with respect to the social gospel as
follows: “There is n gulf between the clergy and the laity in their ways
of thinking and socially applied religion. Perhaps it would show more
consideration for the men of our churches, who are, by and large, men of
good will, if it should be said that there is a gulf between the spiritual
viewpoint on life as enunciated by the pulpit and the practical exigencies
of life as encountered by the laymen. Those practieal considerations in-
volve cargoes of such value that many laymen prefer not to place them
in the hazardous care of ministerial pilots. They say that the pulpit should
leave socinl and economie questions quite alone. This is one danger
avoided, but so is the possibility of a commerce offering great rewards.
l.lowever we may deseribe the gulf, it surely exists.” The writer then out-
lines what is called the “new partnership” plan, which is sponsored by
the Unitarian Laymen’s League and which ““proposes to construct a bridge
of understanding over that gulf. It assays the difficult task of achieving
i group conscience on the part of religious-minded people with respect to
the vital social, economie, and political issues of the day, a conscience
that shall represent the joint conclusions of ministers and laymen.” Coming
from the Unitarians, who have not much of a theology to preach, the
plan does not cause great surprise. The writer, however, is justified in
holding that the gulf he speaks of exists not only in Unitarian churches,
but in all the denominations where the social gospel is preached. A,

Judge Upholds Right to Refuse Salute to Flag.— Sacramento,
Cal. (NCJC.) —1In the first test case in California, Judge Peter J. Shields
has granted o mandamus writ to Joseph Gabrielli, compelling the Sacra-
mento school authorities to readmit his nine-year-old daughter Charlotte.
The family are members of Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Charlotte was sus-
pended for refusing to salute the flag.

Judge Shiclds says: “The Constitution states that the free exercise
and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without discrimination
or preference, shall forever be guaranteed in this State”” However, he
insisted that the objection to the salute must be “purely religious in
character,” adding: “If there is any particle of politieal or social purpose
involved in the matter, her action will not be tolerated.” — Living Church.

: Brief Items. — “Although it has taken but one per cent. of the min-
isters and but five per cent. of the members, the newly organized Presby-
terian Church of America has begun to grow. Three presbyteries have been
started: New Jersey, New York and New England, and Philadelphia. The
Knox Presbyterian Church of Philadclphia was the first to unite with the
new Church. An interesting debate at the Philadelphia presbytery hinged
on eschatological liberty as one church wanted to make sure it would al-
ways have a premillennial pastor. The Independent Board for Presbyterian
Foreign Missions now has nineteen missionaries,” some located in China,
others in India, Japan, Manchukuo, and Peru. What missionary zeal!
But we note that the germ of serious dissension is in the new body because
some of its members are given to the premillennial vagaries; so the body
from the very start is a house divided against itself. The part of this
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item which is in quotation-marks is taken from the Christian Cenfury.—
At Lachish, where archeological research is going on, “three specimens of
alphabetical script were found. One is penned on the remains of a ewer
in a temple; the sccond around o red bowl in a tomb; and the third on
another picce of pottery. They all belong to the period B.C. 1205—1262
and are considered as the connecting link between the Phenician and the
oldest alphabetical seript which was found in the peninsula of Sinai en-
graved on stones.” (Christian Century.) —It is reported that Presby-
terian missions in Korea are considering closing their schools at which
sccular education is carried on because the Japanese government demands
that at times all schools must cngage in public obeisance at Japanese
shrines. — The Presbyterian prints the Gunning Prize Essay of 1034, writ-
ten by Rev.De Hart-Davies, M. A., D.D., having the heading “Biblical
History in the Light of Archeological Discovery since A.D. 1900.” The
author very properly confines his attention to the chief points of interest
in this field. Looking over the chapter headings, ten in number, one must
say that he has sclected the matters that have been given chief prominence
in this endeavor during the last decades. Those of our readers who are
particularly interested in archeological research, as far as it has bearing
on the trustworthiness of the Seriptures, should try to obtain a copy of
this essay.— A person does not have to be a friend of the Papacy to stand
aghast at the news of religious persceution perpetrated in Spain these
days. Nor does the consideration that the Roman Catholie Chureh through
its exploitation of the masses and through its policy of keeping its members
ignorant brought this disaster upon itself reduce the enormity of the
atrocities that are reported. Anm item appearing in one of our exchanges
late in August reads: “The Pope has been officially notified that one
Spanish bishop has been burned alive and four others murdered by radical
mobs, according to a Universal Service dispatch from Vatican City. The
report stated that the Bishop of Siguenza was tarred and burned at the
stake. The other bishops reported murdered were those of Jaen, Lerida,
Segordia, and Barbastro. The Vatican also was notified that the Arch-
bishop of Toledo and the Bishop of Madrid have been foreed to flee for
their lives.” — What are the prominent present theological tendencies?
A writer in the Living Church, reviewing a book by Edwin Ewart Aubrey,
entitled Present Theological Tendencies, gives this convenient, helpful sum-
mary: “Dr. Aubrey’s classification shows 1) modernism (a method rather
than a ereed, and on the wane) ; 2) dialeetical theology (‘Father’ Kierke-
gaard and his variant children — Barth, Brunner, and, painfully, Reinhold
Niebuhr) ; 3) neo-Thomism (the revival of “rational” theology in Mari-
tain, Dawson, Wust, and other Catholies) ; 4) naturalism (a diverse group,
including Dewey as well ns Wieman and among theistic naturalists both
Bergson and General Smuts) ; and 5) the ‘new supernaturalists’ like Dean
Inge, Dr. Temple, and D. C. Macintosh.” It may give us some satisfaction
that conservative Biblical theology is not listed among the “tendencies.” —
Ritualists, as is well known, have a tendency to debate things that are of
little moment. In Greece, for instance, the Orthodox Church is convulsed
and rocked with respect to the question whether the Julian calendar may
be set aside and the Gregorian, now used quite generally in Christian
countries, be adopted. What a pity to sce people spend immense amounts
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of energy on things that do not matter! — From Geneva comes the news
that Protestant churches in Spain have suffered very little damage. In
several instances where incendiaries planned destruction of Protestant
church edifices they were persuaded to change their minds. One must not
forget, of course, that in all Spain there are only about six thousand
Protestants. — Dic Evangelisch-Lutherische Freikirche, the official organ
of our brethren in Germany, has issued a special number, in which the
sessions of their last convention are well reported and the sixtieth anni-
versary of their church organization is fittingly commemorated. One hun-
dred copies may be obtained for 18 marks. A.

I1. Xusland.

Gin gewaltige8 Beugnis gegen Jrelehre. Wir unterbreiten unjern
fefern eine Stundgebung des bayrijden Lanbdeslirdiencats, unterzeidnet bon
D. Meifer, die bejtimmt tvar, am 18. Sonntag nad) Trinitatid auf den Sans
geln ber Tutherifdhen Landeslirje Vayerns verlefen gu terden. Gott gebe,
bafj bicfes Beugnisd nidht auf dem Papier jtehenbleibt!

I

©o fpridit unfer HErr: ,.E8 wird eine Herde und ein Hirte werden.”
h AB unjer HCrr bies MWort fagte, Hat er an dad Sdhidfal jeiner Ges
meinde, feiner Stirdje, gedad)t. Gr Hat dic Not feiner Gemeinde und den
S.ammcr feiner Stixdje gefehen, daf fie nidht immer , eine Herde” ift, baf
fie getrennt ift und gerjpalten und gerriffen.  Aber mit feinem Wort bon
be.r cinen Herde gibt cr dic BVerheifjung, dafy dicje Mot und diefer Jammer
nidt bleiben follen, fonbexrn daf die Jeit tommt, two alle Trennungen und
Ebpaltungen iibertounden terben, two alle, die Chriften fein twollen, einmiitig
und einftimmig ihn loben und ehren,

Mit diefer Verheijung Hat der HErr und die ftarfe Sehnjudit in3 Herg
gelegt nad) diefer , cinen Herde”, Hat exr und die Aufgabe gegeben, dafy
ir arbeiten und ampfen und beten um die Einheit der Stirdhe.

Aber er jagt nidit nur das MWort von der ,ecinen Herde”, fondern
aud) bad MWort von bem ,einen Pirten”. Die Leine Herde” ijt nur
ba, wo der .eine PHirte” ijt.

Damit ijt bie Mlare Linie gegogen: Wir follen arbeiten und Iampfen
und beten um die eine Stivde; aber die Einbeit der Stirdje fann fih nuc
ba gejtalten, tvo man an den HErrn Ghrijtud glaubt, an den mwirlliden
Chriftus, nid)t an cinen crbidjteten und ertréumien. Nur two biejfer Glaube
ift, tann ¢8 bic cin e Sticdie geben; mur der Glaube an den, der unjer HErr
und Heiland ijt, fann die Trennungen und Spaltungen aufheben, die durd)
bie Glhriftenfeit Hindurd) gehen. MWo ivir aber die ,eine Herde” twollen
ofne den , einen Pirten”, 1o ivir dbie Einbeit der Stirde {Haffen tvollen
ofne den Glauben an Ghrijtus, Handeln ir tvider den Willen ded3 HErrn.
©o ird e8 nic und nimmer zu einer Sicde fommen.

IL.
€8 geht durd) unfer VWolf gur Jeit cin leidenfdiaftliched Rufen nady der
Cinbeit der Stirdie. 8 find bor allem die Thiiringer Deutidhen Ehrijten,
die diefen Muf erheben. Sie wollen die fogenannte Nationalfirde. Cine
Stirdje foll fein, bic die gange Nation umfaft, dberen Mitglied jeder ijt, ber
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gur beutidhen Mation gehirt. E8 foll nidt mehr geben Lutheraner und
Reformierte, Proteftanten und Natholifen; ja, e8 fdeint, ald mwollten fie
ihre Tore aud) fiir bicjenigen dffnen, bdie fidy iiberhaupt nidt mehr gum
HErrn Chrijtud befennen. Der neuen Nationaltivde follen ofne iveitered
alle angehdren, die dic deutfdje Voltsgemein|daft bejahen.

Auf den Sangeln foll alled gepredigt werden diicfen, wad irgenbivie bec
deutfdhen Wicbergeburt enifpridht und fie fordert.

Bur Durdfepnmg bdicjes Jicles in ber fNirdje foll ndtigenfalls die Hilfe
bes Staated in Unjprud) gemomumen iverden.

111,

&3 hat den Anfdjein, ald witcde der Plan der Nationallirdje dem Wort
QCEju entjpredien von der ,einen Oerde”. Aber eB ift dabei eben dad
vergefien, dafy der HErr fortfdhrt ,und cin PHirte*. E8 geht benen, die
bic Nationallicdye wollen, nidht mehr ticklid) um den . cinen Hicten®,

Man redet wohl bei ihnen vom Heiland; aber e ift nidt mehr der
Heiland der Vibel. Man vedet wobl vom Chrijtenglauben; aber ed ijt nidt
ber Chrijtenglaube, ben Glotte8 Barmberzigleit durd) feinen Sinedjt Luifer
bdem deutjdyen Bolf wiedergejdientft Dat.

Man teif in dicfen Siveifen nidt, dafy Ehriftus der HErr ift und baj
nid)td neben iGm Plag Hat. Das Volf ift iGnen fo widitig wie der HErx
Chriftus, ja widtiger ald der HCErr Chriftus. Darum fonnte einer der
filhrenden Thiiringer Deutjdhien Chriften erfliiren, wm ber Eineit ded bdeuts
fhen WVolled willen fei er bDereit, aud) den HCErrn Chriftus darangugeben,

Man toeify in diefen Nreifen nidhits von dem todlidhen Ernijt, bec in ber
Votidaft IEu liegt. Wor ihm ijt alled menjdlidhe Wefen, aud) das edeljte,
verloren und verdammi. Sie aber verliindigen, daf, wer nur redi deutid
fei, aud) cin redhter Chrijt jei.

Man tocif bei ihnen nidhis davon, dafy der HPErr Chrijtus der eingige
und Cinmalige ijt und daf fein Erldfungsivert ettvad cingiges und Eine
maliges ijt. Der HErr Chrijtud ift ihnen nur einer bon denen, die durd
dben Ginfafy ihred Lebend Exlojung bringen. Wor allem predigen jie, daf
aud) Deutidiland mit jeinem Sdidfal religitie Crlofung jdajfe. Das Leid
Deutjdlands feit 1914 wicd ihnen Zu cinem ociten Glolgatha; bder MNufs
brud) Deutichlands feit 1933 wicd ihnen gu cinem neuen Oftern.

@8 find unter ibnen Leute, dic nod) tweiter gehen. JIn Teidhifertiger
Weife reden jie vom Werf JEJu Chrifti. Opfertod und Vlut Chrijti nennen
fie itberfliijjigen Stram, den der dentjdhe Menjd) von Heute nidt mehr braude.

©o fteht ihre Lehre in Widerfprud) gur Lehre der Tutherijden Sticde
und gur Lehre der Vibel. Jhre Lehre ijt Jrrlehre.

IV.

Gine Stirdjenleitung, die fid) gebunden tocif an das Evangelium, muf
gegen joldje Jrrlehre aufitefen, muf fid) mit aller Sivaft, die ifr gejdentt
ift, gegen jolde Yrrlehre gur Wehr feisen. Die Leitung der bayrifden Lans
bedfirdje tweify um bdieje ihre Pflicht und wird im gegebenen Augenblid bdad
tun, wad nofiwenbig ift.

Man ird und bortverfen: Dad ift nichtd anderes ald Gezdnt bder
©djriftgelehrten und Theologen, die ihren Glauben nur im Sopf Haben, aber
nidht im Hergen. Man wird und voriverfen, daf wir mit dbem Sampf gegen
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biefe Rehre lieblod und felbftgerecht die Einfeit der Sirdje unbd bie Einfeit
De8 Bolfed gerreifen.

$Mag man dbasd von un3 {agen, wenn man's nidt laffen fannl

Wic wiffen, e8 gibt nidjt allerlei Herren, fonberm nur ben einen
PCrrn; barum gibt ed niht allerlei Wahrheiten, fonbern nur die eine
Babeheit; darum gibt ¢8 aud) nidjt alleclei Evangelien, jondern nur das
eine Coangelium von dem Ghriftus, der da geftorben ift filr unfere Giins
ben nady ber Sdjrift und begraben und auferjtanden am dritten Tage nady
ber ©djrift. o nidht eingig und allein diejed Evangelium verliindigt ixd,
ba tvird dic Ehre bed HEren Chrijtus verleht; denn man Gat aud ihm etwas
anbere3 gemadjt, al8 1wad er felber fein tvollte.

Bo bad gefdjicht, da mird unfer BVolf um dben Troft feined Getvifiens
unl? um dad Heil feiner Secle beirogen. Denn allein dad biblijde Evans
gelium rettet unfer Bolf von Siinde und Tob.

lInt ber Ehre Ghrijti toillen darf die Stirdje fein andered Evangelium
berfiindigen, darf fie fein anbderes Cvangelium dulden auf ifren Stangeln.
Um be8 PHeiled unfers BVolfed toillen muf fie unerbitlid) jdeiden 3iwijden
BWahrheit und Liige.

Gott meif, daf mwir nidt mit leidtem Hergen fo urteilen und ridien
unbd ben Sampf lampfen gegen bic faljdGe Qefhre. Uber e3 ift das MWort
Gottcs, bad ba fdjeidet zivijdien Lilge und Wahrheit, wifden Lehre und
Jrelehre, gwifden Glauben und Mnglanben.

Wer fann tidber das Wort Gottes?

BWeil wir gebunbden find an dicd Wort Gottes, onnen ir auf die BVers
fudje, die auf bdicfe Weije dic deutfdhe Nationaltivde jdaffen wollen, nur
n!munrtcu mit cinem entjdicdenen und entfdlojfenen Nein. Niemand und
niditd fann und 3wingen, daf wir gu einer jolden Kirdje ja fagen.

Man wicd uns dann vorverfen, daf tvir nidt zu unferm deutjdhen BVolk
fteben. Mag man fagen, was man nidt lajfjen fannl Wir befehlen biefe
CSadie Gott. Er toeifs, dafy wic bereit find, unferm BVolf jedes Opfer zu
bringen. Gin Opfer aber diirfen ivic nidt bringen, bas ift dad Opfer
ber Wahrheit.

Wad tollten tir licher, al3 daf 8 cine Sirde in unferm deutjden
Bolfe gibe! Wir trauern, daf twir im Peilighum Gotted nidt gemeinjam
jteben Tonnen; dafy die cinen baBin gefen und die andern borthin. UAber
gur Einbeit der Stirdie qibt ¢3 nur einen Weg: 1nfer deutfjdhed BVol¥ von
oben bi8 unten muf ficd) befennen gum Gvangelium; unfer Vol muf fidh
Mann fiie Mann belehren zu iGm, der gefagt Hat: ,.Jd) bin der Erite und
ber fefite und ber Lebendige. [ war tot, und fiche, id) bin lebendig von
Civigleit gu Ctvigleit und Habe bdie Sdiliifjel ber Holle und bes8 Tobesd.”

Gottes PHeiliger Gleift ftehe und bei, daf Wwir alle, Nirdjenleitung und
Pfareer und Sirdjengemeinden, treue Beugen bdiefed HPErrn merden! 1lnd
er, ber HCErr der Nirdje, tird allen treuen Jeugendienjt fegnen und jHaffen,
bafy gu feiner Beit werde ein Hirte und eine Herbe. oL

Dn8 Wad)ftum bed Satholizibmud in Afrifa. Nad) einer in dem
Miffionsblatt ,.AlMgemeine Mifjiondnadridten” verdffentlidhien Mitteilung
aud der rdmijden Mifjionszeitidrift Die latholifden Mijfionen” ijt Afrila
gegenivirtig dn8 bei tweitem frudjtbarfte Feld bder Iatfholifdjen MMiffionss
arbeit, JYm Jahre 1933 zihlte die latholijde Miffion indgejamt auf den
beridhiedenen Miffionsfeldern 16.6 Millionen Satholifen und 2.6 Millionen
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Taufbewerber. Jn Afrila betrug die [afl fiinf Millionen Natfolifen und
gwei Millionen Taufbetverber. [n Ddiefem Yahr entfallen 61.7 Progent
ber Neubelelhrten auf Afrifa. Wie riefig rajd) die romifde Miffion in Afrila
geladjfen ift, ergibt fidh) aus den folgenden Babhlen: Jm Jabre 1918 gaflie
man in Afrita 1.87 Millionen Natholifen, im Jahre 1928 2.66 Millionen,
im Jahre 1920 8.90 Millionen. ™Am jhickjten ift der Fort{dritt im Mifs
fiondwadidtum in Bentralafrifa und da mwicder in der Nordivejtede ded
friiferen Deutfdoftafrita und in NRuanba und Urundi, dem jet belgijden
Mandatsgebict. Gerabe dort aber tird den deutiden evangelifdien Mifs
fionen, bie friifer Dhiex mit grofem Grfolg gearbeitet Gaben, der Butritt
bertocigert. Dafy die romijdje Miffion natiiclid) auf Stojten der proteftans
tijdjen, die bon den Nomijdien vielfad) verbringt twird, Fortjdritte madt,
bariiber ijt fhon Tangft in den evangelijdien Miffionsaeitidriften aufs bits
terjte geflagt tworben. Mom Hat boriviegend dort feine Triumphe gefeiert,
o bdie grofie Armut 8 den deutfdien Evangelifden unmoglidy madte, ifc
Wert fortzujefsen. R 2

Antimasonic Action. — From the correspondence of the Christian
Century emanating from Tokyo, Japan, we clip the following paragraph:
“American Masons will be surprised to learn what the Kanagawa pre-
fectural police hns discovered concerning the amazing international insti-
tution of Freemasonry. It is a powerful sceret order, having headquarters
in the United States, ‘composed mostly of people of Jewish extraction.’
Sceret orders are strictly forbidden in Japan, and as this one is said to
have been nctive in the French Revolution, the Russian Revolution, the
World War, and even in the League of Nations’' trcatment of the Sino-
Japanese embroglio, the Japanese police and gendarmes are concerned over
its possible activities in Japan.”

Wadjt und Weidbe. BVor unsd liegt dad gweite Heft ded exften Jahrgangs
von ,Wadjt und Weide”, dem jpezififd) theologijhen Organ unferer Briiber
in Siibamerila. Wir freuen uns joiwohl iiber den Inhalt diefer neuen theos
Togifchen Jeitichrift tvie iiber den Ton, den jie anjdldgt. Cingeleitet wird
bie Nummer durd) cin fehr zeitgemdfed Vortwort, tworin die redte Stellung
ber treulutBherifden Siirdhe dem Jrrium unjerer Heit gegeniiber fein darals
terijiert toird. Dann folgt cin ermutigender Artikel iiber den grogen Mijs
fion8befehl Chrijti, Mark. 16, 15, mit rvedhter Stennzeidnung ber Aufgabe
bes dirijtlichen Predigers. Darvan reibt jid) cin dogmatijdy-eregetijder Urs
tifel iiber Matth, 8, 11, cin Aufjap iiber ,Die Lehre vom Veruj unter
gegenidrtigen Verhaltniffen”, cine fehr feine Statediefe, praftifde ctilel
verjdyicdenen Jnhalts, aud) cinen iiber den Sdulbau, Nadiridten und Ves
merhungen, Viidherbejpredhungen ujiv. Wer dasd Geld dazu Haf, jollie fidy
biefe interejfante Jeitjdrift bejtellen. J[n unjerm ConcordiasBVerlag fann
man erfafren, wie Hodh fidh der Beftellungspreis von 10$000 oder aud drei
Pejod gegentvirtig belduft, etiva 3wijden ein und zwei Dollars. Die Jeits
fdrift bient nidht nur Pajtoren, jondern aud) Lehrern, und jie verbankt ife
Cridjeinen dber Tatajade, baf dad bisherige Blatt, das ja filr dbad Ehriftens
bolt in8gemein bejtimmt ijt, jeinem Bived nidht mehr geniigte. Daf unjere
Briider in Siidbamerila e3 wagen, eine folde Jeitfdrift ind Leben gu rufen,
geugt bon Hohem Mut. Gliid auf zum guten Werk! Heil dem Fleiy und
Cifer, bexr jid) Hier betatigt! R
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