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An Introduction to the Books of the Old Testament. By W.O0.E.
Ocsterlcy, D. D., Litt. D., and Theodore H.Robinson, D.D., Litt.D.
The Macmillan Co., New York. 454 pages, 514X8%. Price, $4.00.

This book, together with Bewer, An Introduction to the Literature of
the Old Tcstament, will undoubtedly be one of the standard text-books on
Old Testament introduction during the next decades, perhaps replacing
Driver, whose Introduction, though still quite popular and frequently
quoted, is gradually being regarded as antiquated. While Driver endeav-
ored to be conservative, Ocsterley-Robinson is far more radieal, though the
authors no longer blindly follow Graf-Wellhausen, as was the custom of
Old Testament critics for upward of fifty years. To mention just a few
examples of the rather extreme position taken by the authors, the Book
of Esther is said to be an adaptation of an old Babylonian myth, Mordecai
being equated with Marduk, Esther with Ishtar, ete. Page 124 f. we read:
“The history of n considerable part of Ezra-Nehemianh is unreliable. This
is to be accounted for (a) by the fact that our book is a compilation and
the sources used have been unskilfully put together; (b) because the
compiler'’s knowledge of the period of history dealt with was inadequate
owing to the want of data; and (c¢) because the compiler had some pre-
conceived ideas with which he colored the history.” The authors prove
their adequate knowledge of the period of history dealt with and their
complete lack of preconceived ideas by endeavoring to prove that Ezra came
to Jerusalem half a century later than Nehemiah, the latter arriving in
444, the former in 307. In the paragraph entitled “Other Views of the
Structure and Dates of the Pentateuch” we read ( p.04) : “We may further
view the type of view represented by Moeller (Wider den Bann der Quellen-
scheidung, 1930), which cndeavors to save the unity of the Pentateuch
(and incidentally its Mosaic authorship) by explaining the two names as
indicating different meanings, Elohim being used when the reference is to
the God of nature, Yahweh implying the God of revelation. Harford
(Since Wellhausen) has no difficuliy in showing the weakness of this
position.” Indeed, if that were the only reason why Moeller and the type
of view represented by him reject the modern critical theories, there would
be no difficulty in refuting their point of view. One need, however, but
read Moeller's Quellenscheidung, his Einheit und Echtheit der fuenf Buecher
Moses, and his Einlcitung, also the works of other representatives of his
view in order to be convinced that this view is in better keeping with the
laws of logic and hermencutics, with Scriptural theology, with history and
linguistics, as evidenced by the recent archeological excavations, than the
theories of radical critics.

Time and space forbid our entering upon a full discussion of all the
unscriptural and illogical opinions found in the book. Our readers ought
to buy this book, if at all they can afford it, in order to acquaint them-
selves with the trend of modern criticism. To a reader grounded in the
faith, such books will serve only to strengthen his conviction that the Bible
is indeed the infallible Word of God and in spite of all attacks from un-
believing critics will endure to eternity. Tmeo. LAETSCE.
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@ad Johanncd:Evangelinm. Nberfelit und ansgelegt bon Dr. theol. Wil=
hbelm Sdyii 5. Gujtab Schldfmanns Verlagsbudhandlung (Gufiad Fid),
Leipyig. 156 Seiten 5% X8Y. Preis: Kartoniert, RA. 2.60; in Ganye
feinen gebunben, RM. 3.40. :

Dies ift einer der crften Viinde cines ,Vollslommentars fiiv den dlidten
Bibellefer”, wie der Veclag fdhreidt, audy genannt ,Vibelhilfe fiir die Gemeindes,
Jwed der Serie ift, die Viidyer der Vibel dem ungeleheten BVoll in cinfadjer neuer
{tberjefung mit jhlidhter Sadyerllirung und WAmvendung 3u geben. D. Sty ift
Direltor dbe8 Domflandidatenftiftes Verlin und augenfdheinlidhy ein bibelgliubiger
Gclehrier. Seine {iberjefung ded Johannescvangeliums ift im grofen und ganjen
gut gelungen. Die Auslegung lehrt die Gottmenidlichleit JEfu und die durd
Ghrijtum gejdyehene Grldjung. Das BVud) enthilt Gejonders viele anregende und
wertvolle Gedanfen filr bic Predigt. Schade ift c8, dah der Verfaffer Job. 6 vom
Dheiligen Abendmahl verfteht und fich immer ricder davauf bezieht (S. 59. 62. 63.
108). Dc3 Verfafjers Stellung 3u dbem Tert ded Goangeliums ift etivas 3u frei,
wie wenn er auf .85 behauptet, dbaf die Jueinanderfiigung ber Stitde in
Jobh. 10 nidht die urfpriingliche ift. Aud) cinige andere naevi werben dem Lefer
auffalfen, wie die Jeitberedynung der erften NReinigung dbed Tempels (S.28), die
bodh burd) die Jeitangabe von der Dauer des Vaus Iargeftelt wicd. Auf .36
philofophicrt der Verfaffer ettvas iiber den durd) die Taufe bewiclten Glauben in
findern. Unjere Lehre von der Kindertaufe beruht nidht aunf menfdlider Spelus
Tation, fondern auf Schriftwahrheit. Aber ber Paftor, der neue Anregung in
feinem Studium bed JohanneSevangelinms fucht, wird feinen Fehlariff tum,
wenn cr fich) died fleine Vuch anjdajft. P.G Krepmann.

Christ’s Alternative to Communism. By FE. Stanlcy Jones. The Abing-
don Press, New York, Cincinnati, Chicago. 302 pages, 5X7%. Price,
$2.00.

This book will be of great interest both to those who believe in the
social gospel and the kingdom of God on earth soon to be established by it
and to those who do not believe in this modern delusion; for here one of
the ablest and most brilliant advoeates of it is presenting his views. What
is this kingdom of God on earth which must be established at once if the
Russian Communism is not to conquer the world? Dr.Jones accepts the
general view (the kingdom of God is the new social order in which the
regenerate society of men, perhaps all humanity, practises the precepts
of morality) and adds something of his own: The kingdom of God is a co-
operative society, based on mon-competitive, collective sharing, which will
be established not by foree and tyranny, as in Russia, but by love; there
will be an approximate equality of cconomic goods; thus poverty will be
banished; also bondage of cvery kind, for it will be a classless society;
also war —and sickness —and sin. “The Christian movement offers the
most glorious goal ever offered to humanity, the kingdom of God on carth,
a kingdom in which there would be no poverty, no classes, no sickness,
and no sin, which would, in fact, be the Lord’s year of jubilee, a new world
beginning.” (Pp. 109—205. 83. 260. 251. 70. 232. 237.) No more sin? Yes,
“changing the social heredity” will help to bring that about. (P.158.)
And “the kingdom is both within and without the Christian Church.”
(Pp. 284. 278.) The Seripturnl authority for this teaching is found in
Luke 4, 18 f. “Christ made known this program: “The Spirit of the Lord

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol7/iss1/36



Kretzmann: Book Review. - Literatur

Book Review. — fiteratur, 318

is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor;
He hath sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to sct at liberty them that
are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.’ When we analyze
the program, we find: 1. Good news to the poor —the cconomically dis-
inherited. 2. Release to the captives—the socially and politically dis-
inherited. 3. The opening of the eyes of the blind—the physically dis-
inherited. 4. The setting at liberty the bruised —the morally and spiritually
disinherited. 5. The Lord’s year of jubilee—a new beginning on a world
scale. 0. The Spirit of the Lord upon Me—the dynamic behind it all”
(P.41f.) “‘To preach good tidings to the poor.” This is usually inter-
preted to mean ‘the spiritually poor.’ When we do not know what else
to do with a thing, we spiritualize it.” (P.48.) —What is wrong with
the theology of the socinl gospel and its kingdom of God on earth? It
cither denies or minimizes — to the point of deninl—the Gospel of the
grace of God, of the forgiveness of sins, and operates in place of it with
the Law, the principles of morality, of Christian or even heathen morality,
of love, of justice, ete. Dr.Jones makes this very clear. In the Sermon
on the Mount Jesus laid down the principles of the new kingdom, gave the
laws for the re-formation of the world. (P.155.) “Jesus reduced religion
to love to God and love to man.” (P.115.) In the kingdom of God, the
real kingdom of God, the principles of love, of justice, etc., certainly do
rule,—but only because there the fundamental principle of religion, of
Christianity, rules: salvation through the Gospel of the forgivencss of sins.
The kingdom-of-God-on-earth men, however, deal with the principles of
morality to the virtual exclusion of the principle upon which the Church
lives and which gives life to every other factor. This is the fatal error
of the socinl-gospel theology. Jesus is no longer the Savior, but the law-
giver, the social reformer. “The central thesis of Christianity is that God
was made man, that He meets us in a physical body, speaks to us in a human
language, and shows us how to live in a human environment.” (P.126.)
No, God was made man in order to save us from sin and damnation through
His vicarious death. That is the central thesis of Christianity. That
Dr. Jones denies: “I cannot be grateful enough that Jesus gave us the con-
ception of the kingdom of God on carth” (a cooperative society) “as the
central thing in His teaching.” (P.281.) In our book the terms “Savior,”
“redemptive love,” “viearious,” are indeed used, but not in the sense of
substitutionary atonement. The sense is that Christ saves men by sanc-
tifying them. “His contacts with men were viearious. His love insinuated
itself into the lives of those about Him, so that everything that affected
them affected Him. He was guilty in their guilt and degraded in their
degradation. When the apostle said that He ‘bare our sins in His own
body on the tree,” he was simply expressing as a final erisis fact what was
a continuous every-day fact. Jesus thus showed us that the very nature
of the Kingdom is vicarious.” (P.208.) “As men trusted Him and fellow-
shiped with Him and eaught His way of living, they found upon their lips
a new word — ‘Savior’; for He was actually saving them here and now
from gloom and despair, and from themsclves and their sins.” (P. 240.)
The heart of Christianity — forgiveness of sins through the vicarious
satisfaction — is thus cut out of the Gospel of the kingdom of God on
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earth. Also the following statements are significant in this connection:
“Christ did not present a fixed creed which men had to believe or be
damned. . . . Jesus gave no set creed. He called men to follow Him. ...
Not fixed, unalterable, bound-up truth, but the spirit of truth! ... ‘Under
the sea the islands are one, under the surface humanity, under the creeds
the love of God.’” (Pp. 218. 240. 247. 209.) This, too, is significant —
the socinl gospel has little to say about heaven. Dr. Jones mentions heaven
but a few times, and in this way, p.53: “Economically the first concern
for this new kingdom is for the poor; not that they should be comforted
by promises of future rewards to be content now, but that poverty should
be banished by providing for the poor the good things which God has pro-
vided for all” (p. 53); “He piously rolled His cyecs and looked toward
heaven when Jesus was directing His attention to carth (Luke 14, 1—24)"
(p.69); and: “This verse (Luke 4, 18) implies that man is not merely
to be released from bondage and then await heaven for final release, but
that the kingdom undertakes to bring in a new order, where bondage would
have no place.” (P. 87.) —The social-gospel-kingdom-of-God doctrine is
a product of Modernism. Dr. Jones’s general definition of the coming king-
dom is exactly that of avowed Modernists, as, for instance, that of Wm.
Adams Brown (“When we see social relationship everywhere controlled
by the principles which Jesus illustrated in His own life, the principles
of trust, of love, of gencrous and unselfish service, we shall know that the
kingdom is here” — Belicfs that Matter, p.59), and of the editor of the
Christian Century (“Under the mandate of Jesus’ law of love we must
make a new world in which the law of love can be practised” — Septem-
ber 26, 1034), and he has adopted the fundamental principle of Modernism
(“When Jesus said, ‘Why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right?’
He untied religion from ancient bondages and gave men the charter of
liberty of mind” [p. 131]), discarding the authority of Seripture (“As men
found verbal inspiration_slipping away, they found vital inspiration taking
its place. They began to believe the Record to be inspired, for they found it
to be inspiring,” p.242).— By the way, these men, constantly appealing
to the moral principles which Christ inculeated, are dealing with, and
building up their case on, half-truths. On page after page Dr. Jones insists
that religion has something to do with the economic needs of man (p.77),
that Jesus taught us that “religion has a concern for the hunger of men”
(p.63), etc., ete. That is absolutely true. But it is absolutely false to
teach that the application of the principle of love, ete., constitutes the
essence of the kingdom of God and that the Church’s business is to in-
stitute moral and economical and political reform— The frightful mis-
interpretation of Luke 4, 18 f. is not an isolated case. Consult page 51f.
(Luke 1, 52: “He hath put down princes from their thrones” — “there was
to be political revolution”); p.92 (Luke 2, 32: “A light for the unveiling
of the Gentiles” — “He would unveil hidden possibilities, show the amazing
wealth of contribution possible in every human personality”) ; p. 284 (“The
Kingdom is both within and without the Christian Church. ‘Other sheep
I have which are not of this fold,’ said Jesus”); p.99 (Matt. 12, 21: “And
in His name shall the Gentiles hope” — “The only hope for the world is
a spirituality directed toward basic justice in all human living”), ete., ete.—
The last chapter of the book, “The Next Steps,” discusses the ways and
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means by which the coming of the kingdom of God on earth must be facili-
tated and expedited. We call attention to these particulars: “We can
prepare for the public ownership of public resources and utilities, to which
society must come if we are (o stop selfish exploitation, by training the
group mind in the handling of collective projects through cooperatives.”
Of course, not all kingdom-of-God men will subseribe to this particular
plank of the platform. “One of the next steps is the uniting of the Chris-
tian forces of the world into a Christian Internationale. . . . Christians ~
of the world, unite!l Wo have nothing to lose except our dividing walls.
Th_a truth of ench will then belong to the whole.” Dr.Jones is a thorough-
going unionist—and an avowed syncretist. “God was working through
other systems of religion before the organized Christian religion came into
being. Nor is He confined to it now. ‘God hath not left Himself without
witness among any nation.’” (P.222.) “God reached out and put His
hands on the Russian Communists to produce a juster order and to show
a recumbent Church what it has missed in its own Gospel.” (Pp. 224. 24.
31.) And 50 we are not surprised to hear the following: ““When we hear
him present Christ,’ said a Hindu chairman, ‘we feel we hear the notes of
Buddha, the ancient sages, the notes of Positivism, of Humanism — all
geem to be sound and to blend in his message” And yet I had mentioned
none of these, had only presented Christ.” (P.248.) The Hindu under-
stood exactly how Dr. Jones had been presenting Christ. The next step:
“When we have a sufficient majority to make this Christian program ef-
fective, we should not hesitate to put through the political order. . . . We
would not capture the machinery of the state by a coup d’état and set up
a dictatorship by a minority; but where there is a majority who stand
for the Christian program, we should not hesitate to put it into operation
through the state.” — Dr. Jones is a brilliant writer, and the book contains
many fine sayings. For instance: “A man is no longer a mere man; he is
2 man for whom Christ died.” (P.118.) And he fearlessly castigates the
churches of to-day for grievous faults and sins. For instance: With some,
“orthodoxy is more important than orthopraxy.” (P.240.) “If hunger
could be met in any real way by the sacrifice of costly churches, then the
churches should go.” (P.59.) Addressing society in general: “We have
produced a civilization where swine are first and men are second, and we
have become like our ideals” (P.60.) The utterance of such truths will
have a wholesome influence. But the book as a whole cannot result in good.
We have reviewed it at such length only because of the great popularity of
the author. Tir. ENGELDER.

Can Christ Save Society? By .. E. Garvie. The Abingdon Press, New
York, Cincinnati, Chicago. 244 pages, 414X7. Price, $1.00.

Dr. Garvie, honored with degrees by the universities of Edinburgh,
Glasgow, and Oxford, in this little book makes a contribution to the ques-
tion whether Christianity can help solve the problems of the present age.
He looks upon the present as a time of crisis; and “the transition from
the present economic and political system, defective as it is, must be very
gradual if society is mot to collapse in a common ruin from mankind”
(p- 146). In his reference to the social duty of Christianity he takes
8 middle-of-the-road position. He does mot approve revolutions, even if
directed mgainst tyranny for political, national, and religious liberty
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(p.165). He does not find pacifism in the teachings of Jesus. War may
become a necessity (p. 170). Referring to the World War, he says:
“That I might be aided by the grace of God to keep all hatred out of my
heart, I rend my evening portion of Seripture from a German translation;
and an honored friend, an eminent German scholar, confided to me when
we were secking to realize our unbroken oneness in Christ that he in the
same way used an English translation” (p.211). Yet if the world is to
be saved from ruin, the Christinn Chureh must do it. Garvie holds that
Christ is concerned not only with individual, but also with social trans-
formation (p. 85). He proves this point only by mecans of an cxcgesis
which we cannot accept, as when he rejects the qualification “saving for
the cause of fornication” (Matt.5,32) in the teaching regarding divoree
(p.143). He wishes to include in Christ’'s “giving His life as a ransom”
(Matt. 20, 28) a strong ethical clement rather than “theories of the atone-
ment” (p.151) and later finds fault with Paul's cthics because “from the
subjection of the Church to Christ he deduces the duty of wives to be
subjeet to their husbands” (p. 160). The book is worthy of the space
which we have given to it becnuse it reveals the interpretation of the
“social gospel” as held by the more conservative British church leaders.
Tir. GRAEBNER.
The Evidences for Immortality. By Dr. Harry Rimmer, president of
the Research Science Bureau, pastor of the First Presbyterian
Church, Duluth, Minn., author of 7'he Theory of Evolution and the
Facts of Science.  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand
Rapids, Mich. 114 pages, 514%8. [Irice, $1.00.
“If a man die, shall he live again?” This important question of Job
Dr. Rimmer answers in six eonvineing chapters, in opposition both to the
atheistic attacks of modern psendoscientists and the pseudowitness of lying
Spiritists, demonstrating conclusively, so far as reason can judge in this
matter, how stupid it is for any one to question the Christian hope of the
resurrcction. Christian apologetics, of course, is unable to prove the truth
of the transcendent doctrine of the resurrcction of the body and the life
everlasting; for that lies within a sphere where reason cannot follow.
Nevertheless, as Dr. Rimmer points out in a new and striking way, reason
beholds in nature so many miracles that adumbrate the resurrection that
the onslaughts of atheistic and materinlistic writers on the faith and hope
of the Christian Chureh are in no way warranted from the viewpoint of
a rational consideration of the facts that hold in the ease. The book ad-
dresses itself to the reader in clear and simple language; yet it contains
much food for thought even for such as have thoroughly studied the mat-
ter before. J. T. MUELLER.

Evolution. The Root of All Isms. By Dan Gillert. 95 pages, 5% XT7%.

The Danieclle Publishers, 5472 Gilbert Drive, San Diego, Cal. Price,

50 ets. Order through Concordin Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

Not just another book on evolution. Besides having literary merit,

this little volume treats with authentic quotations the relation of evolu-

tionism to the doetrines of Nietzsche, Marx (Socialism), Freud (the sex-

serazed animalism of Freud’s American followers especially), the Behavior-

ists and Atheists. To any lecturer to young people the book is worth the
price. Tir. GRAEBNER.
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Ter Mythud. Rofenbergbefradytungen von Albredht Hple. Deidert,
Leipsig. 1035. G4 Seiten, brojdhiect. Preis: RM. 1.50.

Ulfred Rofenberg, Urdyitelt, Schriftleiter bes ,Volfifdyen BVeobadyters* und
ber Rational:jojialiftifen Monatsfdyrifte, Leiter des Kampfoundes filc deutjde
Rultur, Qeiter des aufenpolitifhen UAmtes de8 Dritten Meidhs, weiundovicrsig
Jabre alt, fief 1080 feinen ,9Mythus bdes 20. Jahrhunderts* erjheinen, der bis
1935 fedSunbdreifig Wuffagen crlebt Hat. TWahrend DHaedels ,Weltritfelr bdas
Wort Mythus im Ton Teutfeliger Herablaffung gebraundyte, ift ¢8 bei Nofenberg
voller egplofiver Reaft. Mythus ift ihm Religion, entfdeibende Lebensmadyt.
Ratitelicy arifh-germanifdjer Mythus; bdenn die Neligion muf aus artedytem,
beutifhem Boden erwadyfen und fich dann im actedyten Nationaljosialismus vers
pitlliden.  Rofenberg hat mit feinem Bud) die Ablehnung des Ehriftentums, bie
in Deutidland faut gelworden ift, nicht erit bewirlt; aber er Hat der berufjten
umd unbetoufiten Gegneefhaft einen andern lUntergrund verfdhafjt: todhrend die
Raturwiffenidaftier fich) auf ihre angeblidy ficheren Grgebnifje der Kosmosforjdhung
ftiiten, wahrend bie «DBbere Rritil* bed theologijchen Liberalismus ,innere
Grilnde und Hiftorifch-philofophijdye Unterjuchungen anvief — beide Berfahren
fiellen ftacle Anjorderungen an bden Yerftand —, {pielt Nojenberg den Kampf auf
¢in Gebiet biniiber, auf bem faft jeder, der fein Volt (iebhat, ju Daufe gu jein —
glaubt, euf das Glebiet bder Dreude an der Art des eigenen Volfed. Freilid) fegt
Rojenbecg dabei und baju toeitgehende rafjen= und fpradygejchichtliche Unters
fudungen vor; er greift nad) Kicinafien, Griedhentand, Ntalien, Jndien, foypten;
ec teeibt indogermanifdye Spradyvergleidhung, fegt urgermanijde Jauberjpriidye
ver, fifdert Gheverhiltnifje, Medytsanjchanungen ujt, Aber bas alled nur, um
stoel Behauptungen 3u begriinden: baf;, twas in der Meligion gut ift, avijdhen Ur=
irt!mo! fel und baf; im Ghriftentum der arifhe Mythus durd) die artfremben,
ioeifden Juden feine veredelnde fraft verloren habe.

Gegen diefes Mofenbergiche Vuch wendet fidh Ople. Schlichlich ift »Dex
Mythus* eine Gejdyidytsbetrachtung, und fo legt Sple ben ndtigen Mafftab der
Legeiffétlarbeit, der Sadylunde und der Gewiffenbaftigleit an. Nad) alfen drei
!__ﬂlill berfagt Mofenberg. Spfe weift nad, daf Naffe mit Art veriwechfelt toird
(2.10.11), Sorijdy mit Semitijd) (S. 23—32); baf; Rofenberg bei dgyptijden
Grabmalercien fi) mehr an dic Farben als an Sdyidelmefjung hilt (S. 13); dap
die nordijde Derfunft ber Hettiter durdiaus nidht feftiteht (S.15); daf e3 fiic
Re[mlm als Gejdidticdhreiber unziemlich ijt, bequeme Jeugniffe 3u unterftreichen,
unbequeme 3u unterdriiden; daf Nojenberg unmifig verallgemeinert und mit
boppeltemn Maf mift. Das qilt aud) von deffen Darjtellungen aus der deutjden
Ricdengeidyidyte. — Rofenberg verjucht, YGEju den rgernisdaralter daburd) ju
nehmen, dafj er ben Heifand fiie die arifdhe Rafie befdhlagnahmt. Ople weift bac=
barauf §in, baf die von Rofenberg geriihmte Schrift bon G Jung iiber bie Her=
funft Gorifti mit Focjung oder Wiffenjdhaft itberhaupt durdpaus nidts ju tun
bat, fondern cin qus jiibijdhem fKlatjd), mifbeuteten RKivdenviterjitaten und
PSantafie, viel Phantafie, gebrauter Tendengroman ift. Wber die lefjte, entfdeis
bende Ungriffslinie Hpled ift jeine Gegenitberftellung von Mythus und Gvans
gelivm. ,Fiic den Glauben Hanbelt ¢ fich um mehr alé wm cine disfutable
Sopothefe: um leften Anjprud) und Wagnis; ,c8 Handelt fidh um die Gntjdei-
buzy filr oder gegen die IWicllidhleit Gottess (S.45); e Hanbelt fid) um Siinde
umd Gnade (S. 49). G3 ift eine ernjie Sdrift, cine gediegene Schrift, eine ndtige
Edrift. N W HDeinfe.
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John and Betty Stam, Martyrs. By Lee 8. Huizenga, M.D.; F.R.G.8.
A short story of the life and death of Mr. and Mrs. John C. Stam.
Introduction by W.H. Haughton, D. D., President, Moody Bible In-
stitute. Preface by Jacob Stam. Zondervan Publishing House,
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

This little booklet brings the tragic story of how Rev. and Mrs.J.C.
Stam of the China Inland Mission, stationed at Tsingteh in Southern
Anhwei Provinee, on December 7, 1934, were carried off together with
their three-month-old daughter, Helen Priscilla, by Chinese bandits. The
bodies of the parents were later found, having been martyred at Miasheo
on December 10. Little Helen Priscilla Stam, however, was rescued by
the loyal Christian Chinese pastor Lo. The account of the modern martyr-
dom, simply told, is very gripping. We heartily recommend the little
booklet to our pastors and lay people, because it shows both that the day
of martyrdom is not past and that Christians of the twentieth century
can die as bravely for their faith as did those of the early Church.

W. G. POLACE.

Deeper Experiences of Famous Christinns. By J. Gilchrist Lawson,
Evangelist. The Warner Press, Anderson, Ind. 382 pages.

“Of making many books there is no end,” says Solomon. This is one
of them. The author himself says in the introduction: “The great object
of this book is to describe, in their own words so far as possible, the
decpest spiritual experiences of the most famous Christians of all ages
and climes. The author has spent much of his time for years in the
greatest libraries of Europe and America, searching the whole range of
Christian literature to glean from it the most spiritual and helpful Chris-
tian experiences. He believes that this book contains the very cream of
the Christian literature of all ages.” Nothing modest about him. The
“deeper experience” is the baptism of the Holy Spirit; “theories” regarding
this may differ, but there is practical agrcement among all the sects.
Then a great array of Bible verses in which the Holy Spirit is mentioned;
a chapter on “Other Early Saints and Sages,” including “many Spirit-
filled saints” among the Gentiles, Socrates, Plato, Pythagoras, Cicero,
Seneea, o careful study of whose writings (resulting in just a dozen lines
of quotation) reveals that they had considerable knowledge concerning the
true God which they may have reccived by direct revelation. Then a queer
assortment of saints: Savonarola, the precursor of the Protestant Refor-
mation, who prepared all Europe for this great event; Madam Guyon,
“perhaps of no other person except Job could it be said as truly that they
were made “perfect through suffering,’ Heb. 2,10”; George Fox, who “like
the ancient prophets was sent of God to call the church from formalism
to a real spiritual worship”; Billy Bray, who had been an inveterate
smoker, but whom the “Lord so thoroughly saved from this filthy habit
that he threw away his pipe” and “frequently said that, if the Lord had
intended people to snuff, he would have turned their noses upside down
and that, if he had intended them to smoke, He would have put a chimney
in the back of their heads.” — Enough. The price of the book is not
stated; it is too expensive at any price. Txeo. Hoyen.
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Easter Bells. Hung in the New Testament. Rung by William Dall-
mann, D.D. Northwestern Publishing House. 282 pages, 414X7.
Price, $1.00. Order from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

This is o book of meditations (a total of twenty-nine being offered)
on the topie “The Resurrection of Jesus Christ.” It will hardly be neces-
sary to point to the importance of this doctrine in the corpus of the truths
of Christinnity, since it is a fundamental fact that the entire apostolic
preaching wns based upon the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The author
presents these devotional meditations, written in his usual appealing,
stirring fashion, and we suggest that they be used during the post-Easter
season at the family altar. The meditations contain valuable sermon
material for Easter and the Sundays after Easter. P.E. KRETZMANN.

The Mystery of Preaching. By James Black, D.D. Fleming H. Revell
Company, London. 277 pages, 51, X7%. Price, $1.50. Order
through Concordia Publishing House, St.Louis, Mo.

In an original manner the author of this book presents the sound
principles of homiletics, or sermon-making. His originality is indicated
in his chapter headings: “‘To-day Is Not Yesterday’; A Preacher's
Requisite; The Smith at His Forge; The Marks of Good Preaching,” cte.
The fascinating style of the author will tempt him who begins to read the
book to finish reading it in one sitting. After such a hurried reading,
however, one will do well to reread and study it carefully. The great
importance of good preaching should persuade every preacher to improve
his sermonizing. While the contents of the sermon, the Word of God, do
not change, the sermon in its mechanical make-up should not be stereotyped
as to form. However, certnin sound and fundamental homiletieal rules
and prineiples should not be disregarded. We are pleased to read that the
author insists upon doctrinal preaching and on exposition of the text.
The last two chapters of the book do not treat of preaching as such. In
the last chapter the author answers the question whether prescribed or
free prayers should be used. We recommend the book to our preachers.

J. . C. Frrrz.

Precious Things of the Bible. By Otto 0. Seymour, Ph. D. Introduc-
tion by Charles R. Erdman, D.D. Fleming H. Revell Company, New
York. 147 pages, 514X7%. Price, $1.50.

The title of this book promises that the book will speak to the reader
on “precious things of the Bible”; but that is just what the book does
not do. Although it has such subtitles for its chapters as “The Precious
Word,” “The Precious Blood,” “The Precious Faith,” “The Precious Christ,”
it does not say that the Bible is the verbally inspired Word of God mor
that Christ is the God-man, who shed His blood in the sinners’ stead for
the remission of sins, nor that salvation is by the grace of God, apprehended
by faith. The author says that he is presenting twelve sermons in print
preached during the year 1935 at the First Presbyterian Church, Joplin, Mo.
Certainly these so-called sermons are not Christian sermons; not even the
farthest stretch of imagination that charity might apply can make them so.

J. H. C. Frrrz.
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Topic Leader’s Manual. By P.E.Kreltzmann, Pk.D., D.D. Walther
" League, Chicago, Ill. Four volumes, 50 pages each, 5)X73. Price,
81.00 for the series.

We welcome these four manuals written by the author at the request
of the Walther League, and we recommend them to all pastors and leaders
of young people’s societies throughout the Synodical Conference. In fact,
there is not a member of our Church that will not profit by the study
of these little books, filled with information on “You and Society. You
and Your Church. You and Your Congregation. You and Your Personal
Life.” We wish them Godspeed. TuEo. LAETSCIL

Die Perftcllung gottgewoliter Einigleit gwifdien den Intherijdien Synoben
Weft-Ganadasd. Neferat von Dir. A. H. Sdhwermann, Concordias
(ollege, Gdmonton, Alta,, Gan. 106 Seiten 6X9. Preis: 25 Gts. 3Ju
begichen burd) Concordia College, Edmonton, ober Concordia Publish-
ing House, St. Louis, Mo.

Dies ift eine ausfiibrliche, jachlihe Vehanblung des geftellten Themas, die
nidt nur in flaver Weije ben Schriftgrund fiic die redyte, gottgewolite Einigleit
bringt, jondern aud) darfeqt, was einer Vereinigung der verjdicdenen in BVetradt
fommenden Syhnoden nod) im Wege fteht. Der Verfaffer, der dies RNeferat in
beiben 1oeftcanabijhen Diftrilten der Miffourifynode vorgetragen Hat (Manitoba
und Saélatcherwan, Alberta und Vritifh Columbia), nennt und jitiert die Quellen,
bie er bei feiner Arbeit benuft hat, und ftellt die Wahrheit bar sine ira et studio.
Die in Vetrad)t lommenden Synoben find bic Amerifanifdy-Cutherijde Rirde,
bie Vereinigte Lutherijehe Kirdje Ameritag, dic Vereinigte Norwegifihe Kirde und
bie Augujtanafynode. Das Referat ift gerabe jesit bon befonderer Widytigleit, ba
bie Finipungsbelcqungen jo ernitlidy betrieben werben. UAlle Paftoren (und alle
Laien), die wirllid) cine Union in der Wahrheit wiinjden, follten bicje Abhand=
Tung forgfdltig ftudieren. PG Krefmann.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

From the Macmillan Company, New York: —

Science and Religion. By N. Bishop Ifarman. Priee, §1.50.

From the Lutheran Bible Institute Book Store, 1619 Portland Ave., Min-
neapolis, Minn: —

Win-Some Soul-Winning. With a “Memory Kit” for Personal
Workers. By A.W.EKnack, B.D. 95 pages, 23; X5%. Price, 15 cts.

NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

In order to render satisfactory service, we must have our current mailing-list correct.
The expense of maintaining this list has been materially increased. Under present regula-
tions we are subject to a ““fine” on all parcels mailed to an incorrect address, inasmuch as
we must pay 2 cents for every notification sent by the postmaster on a parcel or periodical
which is undeliverable because no forwarding address is available or because there has been
a change of address. This may scem insignificant, but in view of the fact that we have
subscribers getting three or more of our periodicals and considering our large aggregate
subscription list, it may readily be seen that it amounts to ;!‘nlln a sum during a year;
for the postmaster will address a motification to each individual periodical. Our sub-
scribers can help us by notifying us — one notification (postal card, costing only 1 cent)
will take (‘Ilt’: of the addresses for several publications. We shall be very grateful for
your ration.

Kindly consult the address label on this paper to ascertain whether your subscription
has :;Plnd or will soon expire. “Apr 36" on the label means that your subscription has
expired. Please pay your agent or the Publisher promptly in order to avoid interruption
of service. It takes about two weeks before the address label can show change of a
or acknowledgment of remittance.

When pr:lrlmx your subscription, please mention name of publication desired and exact
name and address (both old and new, if change of address is requested).

Coxcorpia Pusuisinxe House, St. Louis, Mo.
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