
Concordia Theological Monthly Concordia Theological Monthly 

Volume 7 Article 27 

3-1-1936 

Theological Observer. – Klrchllch Zeitgeschichtliches Theological Observer. – Klrchllch Zeitgeschichtliches 

J. T. Mueller 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm 

 Part of the Practical Theology Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Mueller, J. T. (1936) "Theological Observer. – Klrchllch Zeitgeschichtliches," Concordia Theological 
Monthly: Vol. 7 , Article 27. 
Available at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol7/iss1/27 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Print Publications at Scholarly Resources from 
Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Concordia Theological Monthly by an authorized editor 
of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact seitzw@csl.edu. 

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol7
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol7/iss1/27
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol7%2Fiss1%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1186?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol7%2Fiss1%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol7/iss1/27?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol7%2Fiss1%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu


Theolaglcal Ohlener. - a1r41t4,8c1tacf41dJUt&Oc1. 221 

Theological Observer. - Stiicljliclj-.Settgefdji4tlicljcl. 

L :lmutlra. 
•• •er e,n,•c. !i>ie bctf djicbmcn !i>ifh:lftllllaHct bet 6tJnobc &tinern 

mnutlgcnbc IBctidjtc uon ncucm .1!c&cn auf ben lniffionlfclbcm. eicl&ft in 
ben notblveftlidjcn GlcfJietcn, 100 bic fntdjtbatc g)llttc uon 1984. f o bid 
l!(cnb aut IYolgc ~He, toctben Stai,c1lc11 unb '13fattljii11fct gc&aut. C!:in !Rif., 
ftonat &ctidjtct, bafs ct in bcn !Ronatcn ~uni unb ~un 2,818 !Rcilcn au• 
ribfgcleQt "2{,c, cin a1ucitct f ogat 8,2G6 !Jlci(cn. ~ finb bott o&cn alf o nod; 
IDiz:m. 9l c t f c i,rcbigct. ~ ()flaljoma gc'ijt bic !{t&cit auf bet Station 
1!ut~'°ma tiiftlg lucitet. l'!Jinc Stlaff c uon etluadjf cncn ift bntd; staufc 
unb Ronfitmation · in bic ,ffitdjc aufgcnommcn IVorben. llnb man rcbet 
babon, blc !IUffionllat&cit nntct ben 111c'ijt nll 00,000 ~nbinncm ()!Ia• 
~ aulaubcljcn. Wndj im !Crgc11ti11ifdjc11 g)ifh:ift bc'ijnt mnn bic 6cile 
fang. ~in fiiralidjct !Bctidjt fJefdjrciC,t cine !Jliffionlrcifc nadj fformofa, 
cincm stettitotium, baD lucitct niitblidj licnt nll bet Ca~co. a finb bort 
li&ct 100,000 ,ecftat .1!anb bet 9.11:fiebclnng ct.iiffnct IVOtbcn, unb untet bcn 
lnjicb{cm finbcn fidj madj .1!ut'ijcraner. ~n 93rafilicn untemc'ijmen cinaeinc 
!Ri_ffionare iiljnlidje lucite ffleif en, luic cin nencrcr !Beridjt iilict ci~c Dlcife 
ncq lraranoua im Gtaatc Gta. (iatljarina acint. l'!Jinc f oldje !Jlijjionltcif c 
ficbeutd fut bcn !Rifjionnt ct1ua 600 Stilometet, bie a11111cift auf cincm 
lltcittiet autilcfgelcot lucrbcn miifjen. - lliele bet S>ifh:iftlfiliittct btingen 
intmlfantc Blndjtidjtcn 11011 @emei11bej11fJilne11, bie aum stcil, 1uie in Slotb• 
IBilconfin, nudj mit <Sdjilbet1moe11 aulS ben WnfnnglSjnijrcn bet &eh:effenben 
Clcmeinben bcr&unbcn finb. Wudj lunlS ljin 1mb micbet iibet bie lletfamm• 
Jungen bon Sto11fcrc113en ncf not luirb, ift 111cij1: all ein faljlct !8eridjt 60 
&ringt untct anbcrm balS .. ffirdjcnfJTntt" uon 93rafilicn eincn liingeten f8c• ri* ii&ct bic ~orto•fflcorc•S>ifttifflSfo11fcrcna, bie audj bcn ge1Volj11lidjen 
l?efer inftanb fcbt, bic !midjliofeit 1111b bcn Gcgcn bet ~aftoraifonfcrcnaen 
au rdennen. - !nalS SlifttifilSfJTatt uon Blorllj ~fota unb !Jlontana &tingt 
lul4iigc auB cincm 93tiefc P. l'!J . .8icglerB, bet bie furdjlbatcn l'!:tbbdJen in 
Oclma, !vie f ic im ()ftobct unb 9lobemlict uoz:igcn aijrcB ftattfanbcn, &c• 
f~rtwt. ~ loot biclS augcnfdjcinlidJ cine fdjrccf{idje ~eimfudj11ng GJottel, 
unb audj unfcrc OJlaubcnBbtiibet finb f djluct fJctroffcn luotbcn. - i)alS 
Atl1111tio Bulloti11 ijat !iiralidj eincn furacn il{uftriertcn WrlifcI ii&et bic 
-~te 1!ut'ijctifdje GIJnobe in \l.Cmerifa• gcbrndjt, bic im Wuguft 1785 in bcn 
IB~uno•!Bcrgcn in ~lclu ~1:tfclJ orgnnijicrt 1u11rbc. Wudj tuutbe !iitalidj 
&ctidjtet, bafs cine fi,nnifdje !Jlif[ion in Slclu iod inl .2cbcn gemfcn mot• 
ben ift. - llntcz: bcn golbcnen ~uliilnren bcB 6PiitinijrlS finben fidj bic 
!paftonn It. ,0. tBccfct bon eicluntb, BlcfJt., 2Bm. ~ngcn uon S)etroit, !Jlidj., 
1.19. Del)et uon ?)ontcrlS, Jl. 2). (bet langjnijz:igc mitcftot bom St. John'■ 
College in !IBinficTb), ftonrab CfogcTbct uon 1\i&ctitJ <tornerlS, Jl. ~-, unb 
l!. Oolm bon <tolum&ul, Slclit. ~- l'!J. ft. 

Verbal Inspiration and the Lutheran lJ'nlon. -There are men 
'll'ithln the Chrl■tlan Church who abl1or; tho doctrine of tho ,·erbal in■plra­
tion. They con■lder it a dangerou■ doctrine; and when they engage In 
negotiation■ for church union, they ,•oicc their fear of tlli■ doctrine. Mem· 
ben of the Epl■copal Church ha,•o recently been conferring with repre■en· 
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tatlvu of tha Lutheran Auguatana Synod In the Intend of chum mdiJ, 
and naturally the doctrine of inaplratlon wu dllc:uued. The npori of 1111 
conferen~, publlahecl In tho Liol"fl OIMlrcA of January 4, lNI, 1IJlcllr 1111 
beading: "Anglican■, Lutheran■ Confer on Reunion," contalu thll pua· 
graph: "Tha EplKOpaliana expreuecl preference for the ata~t that 1111 
Bible 'contained tha Word of God,' In order to avoid the pltf.U. of a po1-
1ibla theory of literal, verbal in1piratlon. The Lutheran■ preferred 1111 
1lmple ■tatement that tha Bible 'J1 the Word of God,' quaWled by 1111 
underatandlng tJ1at all parta of tl1e Blblo might not be of equal ■lpUleucL 
Both agreed tl1at tho Bible wu the bail■ of all Chri1tlan doatrlne." Tbell 
Epiacopalian1 feel that tl1ey muat warn all Chri1ti1U11 apfnat the cloctrfDI 
of tl1e ,·erbal in1piratlon of tbo Bible: it contain■ pitfall■; ft emlupn 
the faith. They in■l■t on tl10 formula "Tho Bible contain■ the Word of 
God," meaning that not all part■ of tbo Bible are in1plred and tliat DO 

part of the Bible la literally inl!pired. 
Thero are men alao within tho Lutheran Church who abhor the cloe­

trino of tho verbal inspiration. The A. B. L. K., tho organ of th• comer­
,,ath·e Lutherans in Germany, 1101 been 01aaillng this doctrine tll- DWl1 
year■• Here aro aome typical pronounccmenta: "Kari Barl1' ,,,.,.., 
1ic:TI, gegen den Voru,urf, er fucAre da1 Ge1pe,t1& dor Verkli ... pirw&iou-
111corie 10iakr lterav,f' (1035, p. 087). And: "Damil IIIGertJ der Vcrkl· 
inapira,Ho111tlleorio bald der Bode,~ ent::ogen" (1035, p. 1042), Verbal 
in■piratlon, theao LutJ1eran1 say, 11 a fearaomo ghoat, a foul 1pirit tll■t 
troubles tho Church. Men must bo warned ogain■t tl10 "Qe,pcu& lier 
Vcrbalit11pira.tio111t,1tcoric.'' There la 110 room for it in the Chrl■tl■n 
Church: der Verbali111piratio1u,t1icorio 'IIHl,. der Boden. ent::ogc" vienlc•; 
it must be co■t out of the Church. Tl1cy do not want verbal in■plratiOII 
mentioned In their pre11encc. It produces an uncanny feeling in them. 

And there are men within tl10 United Lutheran Church of America 
who abhor tho doctrine of ,·erbal inspiration. Prof. E. E. Flack hu re­
cently stated: "11 not the ins1>lratlon of Scripture too high and hol7 
a reality t.o bo defined in terms of stcnogrnphy r Does one exalt the Wonl 
of God by dehumanizing itr . • • TJ1e ncllic,•cmcnt or cl01Cr unity amollf 
Lutherans in this country, nnd indeed throughout U10 world, will require, 
for one euential, a higher ,•iew of Scripture U1an la repreaented by tht 
theory of in■plration by dictation" (Lv.thcrai. OAvrcll. Quartenr, JUI, 
p. 417). Tho Lutleran Oluirch Quarterly l1na set out t.o exorcire the gho■t 
of tho verbal-ln■plratlon theory. It llDB again and again voleed it■ abbor­
ronco of this doctrine. It dccln.rea: "The idea of ,·erbnl in■piratioa and 
tho practl■o of literal interpretation may destroy the reality of the Bible'• 
meungo" (1935, p. 255). It attack■ "those litcrali■ta who have cout.■nt 
recour■o to the word■ •iiifalliblc and i11crra,at," who uy "tl10 Bible 11 an in• 
fallible book" (p. 200). Again: "I found that I could not meet the■e [mm 
of a modem WeUan1c:laviiwg] by falling back on tho claim that thl■ Blbll 
wa1 the literal Word of God.'' (1035, p.117. Cf. Co!'fc. Tmm. llTBLT., 
1030, p.140.) 

Tho Lutlleran OA1trcll. QNarterly feels that it muat warn it■ readen 
apinat tho pitfall■ of the "theory" of verbal ineplratlon. And thell 
writ.era feel that the warning mu■t be aounded. al■o in the Lut11erwJL Not. 
only tbe pa1t.or1, but al■o tho laymen of tbe United Lutheran Chureh ■re 
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1111-, told that tha doctrine of the verbal IJl.lplratlon and all that ac­
wlth It mut be cut out of the Chureh. Four INUoa of the .lMtuna• 
(Dee. 11; Dec. 19; Dec. 28, 19315, and Jan. I, 1938) contain a aeries of 
artlelel OD "IAltharan Bcholanhlp- the Need of It." the Mrles being 
badad 'bf th.a editorial caption: ''Dr. T. A. Kantonen, Profeaor of 87a­
tematla TheolOIJ' In Hamma Dlvinlt,y School, Springfield, Ohio, Writes 
about 'The CanDOcl Gooda of Pait Theology,' 'Faith that Cannot Espre■■ 
Iteelf,' 'Living Off Borrowed Capital,' etc." In thl1 e1111&y Dr. Kantonen 
deel■n■ that there 11 no room in tl10 Church for tl10 doetrlna of verbal ln­
lJllratlon. It mu■t bo exoreilC!d and ea■t out. .Aftor making the flno 
■tatement that "the Church of Lutl1or mu■t novor deny It■ future leaden 
the opportunlt7 of becoming Biblleal eeholara," 110 contlnuH: "But let 
It •l■o be ■aid In all ■erlou■neu tl1at Lutheran exege11l1 will be ■eriou■ly 
hllldleapped unleu It abandon■ once and for all tl10 unp■yehologlcal and 
mtdianleal theorle■ or ln■piration and unhl■torical view■ of ,·erbal in­
erraaq which the application or ■elentlfle and J1i1torlcal method■ to the 
ltud,y or th.a Bible bu rendered obsolete." .Aeeordlng to Dr. Kantonen and 
hi■ part.7 the 1tudent1 at tho t1Cmlnarle■ mu■t bo told that the Idea of 
the lnerraney of the Bible baaed on tho verbo.J ln■plratlon 11 ob■oleto. Tho 
pa■tor mu■t refrain from telling bi■ people tbat thl1 or that doctrine I■ 
dh-lne truth becau■o ,, 11 ■o 111rittc1• In tho Bible. The laity mu■t be dl■-
abuRd of the Idea that all tl1e word■ of tho Bible arc verbally ln■pired, 
actually ■poken by tl1e mouth of tl1c Lord. 

Dr. Kantonen further h1siat1 tl1at, wl1on tho doctrine of ,·erbal in­
■plratlon 11 ca■t out, otl1er tl1inge must go with It, auel1 111 "The Canned 
Ooada of Pa■t Theology" (800 editorial ]1eadlng). That mean■ the "repri■-
tlnatlon tl1eology." An<l t.hat meane thn.t there mu■t bo development of 
doctrine, or theology. 'I11e Clmrel1 need& "now tn1tl1." Tho enay doee in• 
dted ■tate that, "if Lutheran llcl1ol11rahlp le to emerge from It■ doldl'UIDI, 
It need■, wot a duiwgo ,,. tltc co11tc111a of it• nica,agc" (Italic■ ours), "but 
a daanp In It■ metl1odology." Howe,•er, the lllat paragrapl1 of the euay 
eontaln■ the ■tatement: "I nm eo1wi11ccd that tho hlghe■t kind of ■eholar­
■hlp c:an lourllh only in ■uch an institution 111 tho Lutheran Chureh, a fel­
lowahlp of beJic,·cr■ not content with re11dy-m11do tloctrlne or inatitution, 
but. lftr aearehlog tho Scripture& for now truth and ever receptive and obo• 
dltnt to the Spirit of tho living God." "New truth" ,loee not mean the 
old trut.h In an up-to-date form of pret1Cntat.lon, but It meane tteio tn&tA. 
The theology tl1at preRC1nt1 tho l!llmo doctrine& tl1n.t Luther and tho Con­
feulona and the dogmatielane tn.ught ]1aa been 1tlgm11tlzed In Germany and 
America a■ tho "theology of re1>riatim1t.lon." Roprlatlna.tlon here mean■ 
the m·lval, the reproduetion, of the old Lutheran doctrine&. That has no 
pla'I! In modem Lutheran theology, tl1oy 111y; w]111t we need la a do,·elop• 
111tnt or doctrine, a readjuat.ment of tl10 old trut11. And that certainly 
•mount■ to tl1e ■ame 11 "new trutl1." Dr. Kantonen la c111ling for 11cio 
truth when he write■: "The ,·alue of men like O. P. Krauth, H. E. Jacob■, 
Pieper, and Lindberg, to mention but a few, mu■t not be undere■timated. 
But their theology wu either t11at of eeholutic orthodoxy or of 'repri■tlna• 
tlon,' approaehe■ which ■erved well in tho period of ccclcaifl p1-tawda, 
where the chief concern wa■ to prescr,·e Intact and Immune tho heritage of 
tlae fathera. It wu more or le■a an immigrant theology, quite In keeping 

3

Mueller: Theological Observer. – Klrchllch Zeitgeschichtliches

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1936



with the rat of tho Immigrant outlook." The "now truth" mat tab tM 
place of "tho heritage of the father■" - that I■ plaln 1ugaap. .bd hlle 
I■ ■ome more plain language: "Ita putor■ dare not be atlded with fem­
Ing ■oul■ hungering for the Bread of Life with the eanned pod■ of put 
theology. Ita tbeologlana dare not UN tho Confeulona of the Chun:Ja u 
Gorgon hmda upon whlel1 to atare with auch fuclnatlon a■ to become pc­
rifted." Tho meaning of thla I■ clear. Wl1cn a putor dcclarea that he wDl 
abldo exa.ctly by tho doctrine■ prcaonted In tho Lutheran Confaalona, the 
anoerlng terma "canned goocla" and "petrified" aro applied. A.pin: "If It 
[a Church] bold■ to a.n orroneoua pre-Kantian conception of truth u a 
atatlo quantum, it will aoon find tho prcclou1 'heritage of ■ound, pun doo­
trino' becoming moldy in ita ha.nda. It need■ to interpret the etenial Tll'­

itiea of God in the terma of tho age.'' If wo under■tand common Engllah, 
thia meana tha.t tho doctrine handed down to u1 out of the Bible bJ Luther 
through tho Confeaaiona needa to bo developed, rca.djuated, improved, to 
conform with tl10 Kantian and tho rola.ted and tho oppoaed philo■ophln. 
Pura doctrino-thia la bow tho eaaay apcaka of it: ''If half the seal that 
baa been apent on prcaen•ing tho lotter of rcino Lc'lt.n had been foc:a-1 
upon tho production of auch acholllrahip, tJ10 Lutheran Chun:Ja would in 
actual leader11bip and not in l1ollow boasting prove itaolf to bo the Church 
that "ll'll11 'born In a university.'" - Ju11t o. few more example■ to lhow 
what I■ meant by "now truth." "Tho na.rrownCRII of Luther'■ horilOD 11 
betrayed by hill contemptuoue rcforenc:c11 to 'tl10 J1e11tl1on and tho Turk■,' 
implying that tbe■o people and U.oir rcliglon11 mny bo quite dl1repnled.N 
"Our people know, for exa.mplc, thnt tho Lutheran Church in the p■■t 
baa condoned wnr, hut they do not know whotlicr it 11l1ould ■till do ID in 
tho cha.nged modern allnntlon, when c,•en the State, tbrougl1 tho Kellog• 
Briand Pact. h1111 fommlly outla.wcd wa.r.'' "Corre11pondlng to the IOdal 
changu whicJ1 challenge Chri11tinn schoh1rahip to-day are the equally rapid 
and thorougl1 intellectual el111ngc11. Ju11t a■ tJ1c ClmrcJ1 J1a1 l1ad to unlftr 
itaelf from tho Ptolemaic world nnd ndjnat itself progre■■h-ely to thf 
Copernican, Newtonian, and Darwinian world&, 110 it muat now dellne it1 

relation to tho Ein1tcini11n world.'' "Our lenders are beginning at la■t, 
many decade■ after Ran■chcnbu1cb, to apcak about Chrl1tiani1ing the ICIClaJ 
order, but with much of tl1c ovcrl1opef11l 11a,ivotd of tho early advocate■ of 
tho ■ocial goapel.'' We now know wha.t tbo term "now truth" meaDL It 
mean■ ju1t that. Juat read the statement oneo moro and note the COD· 

traatcd terma: "not content with rcady-1natla doatri110, but over aearehlng 
the Scrlplurca for tH110 triith." Thero muat not be a. fixed body of doctrine. 
Since Scripture la not inerrant, tl1c deciaivo wortt haa not yet been ■pokn. 
There muat be progrc in doctrine. 

Wo fully agree "11•itl1 tho general theaia or tJ10 camy: "Lutl1oroni1m ea• 
never and nowhere di11pen■o with acholarship.'' And there la room for 
great improvement in tllia field. nut tJ1cro ia no room in the Lutheran 
Church for a acholar■llip which can bo bought only at tho expell■ll of the 
verbal inapiration a.nd tho abaolute inorrancy of the Biblo and whicll 
demanda that not tho Bible alone, but a.lao ■cioneo a.nd phllo■ophy mud 
ahape tho doctrine of tho Church. That would mean ultimately the 1oa of 
every doctrine. .And that learning, acbolarahlp, aclcnee, phlloaoph:, whlcll 
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niauha for lte afatence and growth the u.crUlce of the lnerrancy of the 
Blb11 la of no UN to the Church. 

What are the proapecta for a Lutheran union in the faee of th1a per­
llatent attempt by leaden of the Lutheran Church to rid It of the doctrine 
of ftrba1 fnaplratlonT To put it another way: how much peace and good 
will would prevail In the body which formed an alliance and fellowahlp 
ud left the que■tlon of the verbal ln1plratlon in ,tatu qNoP One party 
i... the certainty of tho mving doctrlno-n.nd all tl1at aoe• with that­
on the ablolute lnerrancy, tl10 verbal lnaplratlon, of tho Dible. The other 
party fnal1ta on deatroylng the belief In tho vorba.l inaplration and ab­
aolute lnerraney of tho Dible. Will tho firat party invite a putor of the 
IICODd party- In order to practlllC! pulplt-fellow1l1lp - to occupy lta pulpit 
1111d pour contempt on wl1at tho wonhlpon cborlab moro than their Jlvea T 
Will the aecond party 1prc&d among lta pooplo cburch periodical• which 
daounce the denial of the inerraney of tho Bible u a fatal error, or will 
tJier warn apln1t 111ch publications 118 tho Col'fCORDl.t. TBEOtOOICAL 

:llolftBLTT They muat take tho IIC!COnd alternative. Then what beeomea 
of the union T 

Two final rcmark1. Fir1t, in ,1ow or tho al1arp diugreement on the 
Tltal doctrine or ln■piration (and otl1cr <loctrh1e11) wo can11ot under■tand 
the 1tatement In tho Sa,•an11nh Resolutio11a: "It 111 our alncoro belief that 
n already pouc11 a firm bn11is on which to unite In ono Lutheran Church 
in America and tl1nt there •i11 110 rlotitri11ai •rca101~ 101,y 11uah. a, unioa aloulll 
•ot OOMIII to pa.,." Second, wo ne,•cr conl<l umlorstnnd how Lutheran■ 
eould eharnctorlzo tl10 matters eo1mrat ing tho llynod11 na moro "trh•inlitlc1.'' 

E. 
The Xodernlem of Xnga.wa.. -Toyohlko Kagawa, the well-known 

J1p1neae Chrl1tl11n ( T) 10Ci11liat nml reformer, l111a come to tl10 United 
Statn for a alx month11' lecture tour, purposing to make clear to the 
ehurehea or our country liia miu ion ill Jr1pflll nnd hie vlew11 on the Gospel. 
Kap11·a l1 utremcly populnr both ill Jnpnn and in America. Ria work 
ID the alum 1ettlcments or Tokyo. O81lka, nnd Kobe, hie wtlmony to the 
luulllclency of Shintoism in redeeming aoula, and l1111 unaclJlah devotion 
to hi■ mi11lonary nct.lvitlcs call for high praise. Up to thi11 time he hu 
written o,•er fifty books, nnd through bi litomry earnings he baa largel:, 
■upported hi■ IOCinl work in tl10 aluma o{ populou11 JapanclM! citiea. But 
Kagawa 11 not an ortl1odox Christian, na tl10 Sunda,y-aahool Time, (Novem­
ber 18, 19315) polnta out. Quoting from Kagawa'& outatnndh1g book, Louo 
lie Laao of Li/a, tho T i11u:a eitca tl10 following unchrlatinn, modcml1tlo 
■tatementa: "Lo,•o know11 110 death. TJ1i11 i11 tho meaning of the crou." 
"The atonement menna a reaction in wl1feh BOif fa melted in tho perfect 
eruelble called Christ." "Thero oxiata n. Being in tl10 unlverac, great be­
)"Olld our power to imagine. W11ctbor thi11 Doing 11hould be called God or 
not I do not know." "Belief in evolution is faltl1 In the progrou ivo en­
tralll!I into an ever-expanding freedom - from aeed to ■boot, from bud to 
llowtt, from anthropoid to humn.n, from mnn to aon of God. What a. coun.­
a-■ falthl"-In hi.a book TAc Baliqio,~ of ,lc1u, Kagawa writes thla: 
"Tbe true, deep meaning of redemption ii that Jcaua apologbed to God 
for all the fallurce and 1in11 of mankind, taking reapon1lblllty for them on 
Bhlllelf." Again, ''We do not know In what form tho reaurrection [of 

115 
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Chri1t] did come. Whether It wu In tha fleah, u the ppell teach, or Ii 
the aplritual body, u Paul tel11 ua, ft makea no dll'erace. A1qwa'1 
Jeaua waa truly re,•lved in tho heart■ or B.la dlaciplea. Here la Out ., 
ginning of C11rl1tlanity. From tltla u a atarting-point the Goepel ol 
Jeaua haa 1pl'C!Ad over tha whole world. Tha dilClpla bellend tllat 
Jaua revived In the fleal1, wl1an they thom■olvea revived 1plrltua11y.• '1'1111 
altuatlon of Chrl1tlanlty in Jo.pan 11 at pro1ent extremely crltlcal, u Prof. 
Enklchi Knn of Tokyo point■ out In a. well-written article publlahed 111 
tho Bf1011gall1chc1 Mi11io111maga:iu (No,•embor, 1935, Daul lllulounr­
lag). Both Sltintoi1m and Duddbl1m are now being revived in Japan ud 
are taking on ■oclali-1 form■ to counteraet the Chriatlan IOCialiam cbam· 
ploned by 1uch men aa Kagawa. TJ1e groo.tc11t peril now threatening Chrla­
tlana in Japan 11, a■ Profouor Kan shows, tJ10 almo■t unavoidable IJll" 
eroti1m which recent de,•elopment1 force upon tJ1em. Japaneae Chriatlul 
them1eh•ea nro demanding or the 1nl11lon boardll the return or the ohl-1t7la 
miulonaric11 and are a1king for up-to-do.to ml111lonary o.dvieere. In Chria­
tlan Japnnc■o eirclea there 110.,•e been In recent yea.r■ threo manifest ta­
denclea: ono clcoldedly aomJ1nmi1tic, 1COking to Chrl■tlanlzo the commu• 
nl1tic lea,•en that came to Ja.pnn from Rm111la.; 11Dotl1or, a liknlili•I 
tendency, ropro1ented by Kagawa, wl10 find& lllm1eU In l1earty accord witlt 
tl10 notorlou1 Laymen'• Commf Ion's Rctlti11k i119 u;11ion1 and who aeeb 
to atre11 Chrl1tlan 110Cialized netlvlt.y without empha■i■ on the doctrinal 
truth■ wltlclt tho old-at.ylo missionaries ineulca.tecl; o.nd finally, a more 
po■ltlve roliglo111 tendency in tho direction of Gorrunu Darthlan theolao, 
Profeaaor Kan write■: "Bt,aa E111la 198 .. fi110 dar Kommit,ii,-1111 u, •• 
Einffv11 : u 11crlicrcn. 1ouJ die dialcktiache Thcologic O.bcrho,id n gcvf11n. 
Bcithar hot 1ie in. : 11nc1tJ11c11dcm, JJfalflf dia 1l11f,11crk10111kcit dcr Bh1dntn 
gafa,alt. E1 aind ac1i.on. 11ido B11cclicr dar11cbcr iii Jo.pan ar1a1'ia.a11, ,.,. 
llaondcrc die Ucbcr1ct: u119c1i dcr W arko 1101t Kari Barth, Br111111Cr, Oo111r­
tcn, TA11rncu1c11, 1rnd BuU·111am1. ~111cli. die ,oicAtig1tcn. lVcrko 110• Kicrh­
gaard. bcfindcn. 1ioA, '"' Dr11ck." .Again: "Die ch,ri1tliclcK Jlt11iollfll llidc■ 
die andcrn. lkligioncn. fttcllt ba'kc'ltrt ; ;,,. Ocgc11,tcil, sic llaba11 die 111dffll 

R-eligionan. bclcbt." And: "Do, ci11c ;,, aichcr, da11 Jo.pan gcga11111Gmi1 
an oi,icm Wcndapitflkt in dcr Ocac1iicltt.c dcr J[;11ion1arbcie 1&aAt. Wir 
llravohci. 1Jfi11ionars 11c1wa 8 til11, 1olcl10, dio bcrcit 1ind, Ratgakt' n ,ci1 
fvcr die ci11gcbor11ci. Arbeiter, ,iicltt als Vactcr, 1ondcm al, Brvtdcr •• 
lh'evndc." Certainly, tl10 leaven or unbelief Is " 'orklng ceaaeleulf and 
potently Jn Cbrj1tlan circles o,•crywl1cre, both at ]1omo and abroad, ud 
our own 1plrltual and moral reaction can bo only that of greater ud more 
jlovotod miu lonary wltue88ing to I.be old dh•lno trutl1a. Barthian the-
ology certainly can aa,·o neither the West nor tl1e En■t. J. T. n 

Father Divine. - Slo\\•ly the populRtion weat of the BudloD la ap­
prfzed of ■omothlng tho New Yorkers undoubtedly ha,'O known loDg qo, 
that In ono of tho aectiona of tho groat mctropoll11, called Harlem, a 1trup 
religloua phenomenon i■ to be witneued, tl10 deification of & living Ne,ro 
preaclter called Father Divine by hi■ follower■• In the Ollri1tiG11 Onl•rr 
Rov. Edwin Duehrer write■ at length about the bla■phemou• ahow in Har­
lem and gh•ea thla information on the put of the 10-called Father Dlviu: 
''Father Divine, formerly known a■ Joo Baker, apent hie bo1hood in Ala-
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lama. hr a number of yean he preached In S&JVllle, Long I■land, and 
at&ncted a coulderable following. Then, &mated for maintaining a nnl­
lUel and nl--1 on ball, he journ07ed O'ffl' to Harlem and became an 
lutut IIICCIIL" Coneernlng the prnent work of thla fal• prophet our 
Informant. •111 "Be doee not openly boaat that ho la Goel, but he ao de­
eluea hlmaelf by Implication In ovary addroaa he make■ to hla adoring 
worahlpera. Be cheerfully forgive■ all thOIO who confeu their elnL Be 
urgu them. to relax their 'conacloue mentallt.y• and to truat and oboy him. 
He lllCOUrapa thom to pray to him and aa1ure1 t.hem that, alt.hough he 
may be et.where 'In tho body,' he ean nevert.holea hear t.hem and aDflt'er 
them. Be promllC!I peaeo and brot.horhood and material abundance to all 
thol8 who will renouneo e,•erything for him. Bia followora hang on hia 
ffll'J word and l'l!lpond with vlgorou11 handclapplng and joyoue e:r.clama• 
tiODL When he flnlehes, he tum• around abrupt.ly, etridee through the 
door, up the 1tepa, and into one of hi& high-powered llmou1lnC!I to be aped 
any to tome other meeting-place. The way ie clear ae he movee along, 
but. many worahlpen follow him for a final gllmpee or, if poalble, to touch 
him u he pauea." 

The meeting■ which thi■ colored leader conduct■ are called "peace mi1-
1lon" meeting■, ao we are informed. In ono of the meotlng-plaeoe inecrip­
tlon1 were di■playcd, reading: ''Father Divina baa brought pe11eo to t.he 
nation. Be la God. If you keep bis 11t1.ylng, you wlll no,•er taato cle11th." 
"Father Dh•ine, tl10 most lligl1 Gml, is nl■o cren.tor of tho universe. All 
glory and l1onor bo unto hi■ regal mn.jcsty, world wltl1outcnd." Dr. Duel1rer 
llnd■ tl10 explanation of the auccC!I& of tliis man, for ono thing, in tl10 eex 
appeal of hi■ mlulon. He tells 111 tl111t In tl10 lnrgo a11dleneo1 meeting t.ho 
Father In tho afternoon about l'ighty-fl,•e per cent. of t.l1e worshipers 11re 
women. "Mayor La Guardin's commission to ln\'Clltigatc condition■ in Rar­
ltm report■ tl111t of aixt.ccn Jmndrcd families interviewed ac,•cn Jmndred 
had been broken up, wiU1 at least oue or tile Jlllrente mluing. To thcec 
poor, exploited, unromantic Ji\'Cll, frustr11tcd, dl81lppointcd, 11nl111ppy, and 
t111la\'C!d, Father Dh·ine i11 tl1e great. fut.her and lo,·cr and J1u1band and 
friend." A tccond factor explaining why thommml& of colored people flock 
aronnd thl1 preacher, Dr. Ducl1rcr flncls in the cmplmsis of this man on 
IIOdal equality. Father Dh•ino 1trcs11Cs the brotl1crhood of man. If it can­
not be found outsi<lc, it can at Jen. t be found lnaldo the pince& wl1ero he 
conduct, hi■ meetings. Thero 1111 meet on o. plane or equality nnd brotherly 
lcn•e. In tbe third pln<.'C!, nccording to our informant, li'o.tber Divine oiler■ 
material abundonco to J1is do,·otccs. It cannot bo denied tl1nt t.110 Jot of 
Negl'OCI in Harlem le pitiful. Not only is 11incty-f1,·o per cent. of the prop• 
ert;r In that ■ection owned by wbitcll, but ac,·cuty per cent. of tho Negroea 
ha,-e no Jobe and are living in quo.rters 11nd conditio111 which are mieero.ble 
beyond dl'll!rlptlon. Ono ean u11dcrstnnd why st.a.ning people aro willing 
to beeome hl1 "angel■," bccnusc ne such they ore likely to get bount.iful 
lllf&ll. And why should not a mnn ho,·e o. numerous following who "eell■ 
ehidcen dlnnen with 'oll tho trimmings' to tl1e public for ten eonte oach"T 
Where Father Divine obtain• the money for tl1u1 pro,·idlng for J1i1 fol­
lcnren Dr. Buehrer lllfl neither he nor any other reporter la able to tell, 
and the my■tery 1urrounding the income of tlte leader makC!I hi• follower■ 
all the more 1taunch in t11eir conviction that he ls dh•lnc. What i■ oft'ored 
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In the meetlnp In point of IODp, tatlmonla1, ud eonfealam II tJie 
verle1t tnub, we, are told. When one, read■ Dr. Buehrer'■ de■crlptlaa. -
almo■t feal■ a■ though In Harlem aondltlou■ of Ignorance obtalJled. ■ae1a u 
w■ an wont to auoclato with d■rke■t Africa. lla:, God han llllff1 • 
th- poc,r daludecl people I The not.a ■ounded b:, Dr. Buehrer aceuhll 0. 
whit.a people through their exploitation of the, Negro to be Jarply .. 
■pon■lbla for tbl■ aacl ■poctaala la not altogetbar unju■tlflad. A. 

Lutheran Chaplaincies. -The record of Lutheran chaplain■ In Oat 
Army and Navy a■ of November G, 1036, I■ a■ follow■: Regular Arm'/, 101 
Navy, 4. For the Regular Army chaplaincy thirteen men have 'been ap, 
proved, and for the Army Chnplain11 Rcaerve ■lxteen men han 'beeD ap, 
proved, of wl1om 11lx have been appointed. There are now twenty-four Lll­
theran Re■en•o Am1y Chaplain■ on duty In tho Civilian Comervatloa Curpa 
Camp■• -N. L. O. B. 

The Oxford Group ]![ovement and the 'United Jlonreglu r.u­
thel'IUI. Church. - Under the heading O:r,/ordgruppcru, the editor of Folh­
bladt:e (September 25) report■ a lecture whlcl1 Dr. G. T. 1-, editor of the 
Lvtll.cra11 Herald, dclh•crecl on tho Oxford Group Movement before a group 
of pa■tor■ attending a 11ummcr courac gh·cn under the au■pices ol .Aup­
burg Seminary, the college and theological 1cmlnary of the Norwegian Fne 
Church. To tho Norwegian■, B11cl1manl11m just now I■ of ■peela1 interelt, 
■Ince tho rc■pon■o which the movement baa mot 111 Norwa:, bu 1-n r■tJier 
favorable. In hie lecture Dr. Leo very correctly cxpoaed the Oxford Group 
Movement 1111 one wl1ich is both un-Luthernn and unconfeulonal (t&l11tl'lmi 
og bckjcndclac1loc1), CBpccially in the doctrines of aln and grace, ■Ince It 
teache■ ulvatlon by works instead of by faith. In oppo■ltlon to Dr. Lee, 
Profeuor Wesvlg, ln■tructor at Luther Seminary, contended that the Os· 
ford Group Movement Is n great apiritual awnkcning (e11 ,tor 1111lltlif 
ntfti11g), which has gripped tho wholo lnnd and 11how11 ■lgn■ of Ulheriug i■ 
n world awakening (cm 11crdc,111:ackl.·clao ). Ho cxprcued the opinion tJuit 
it la both Lutheran and Christian nnd t11at it placca due weight upoa tbe 
Word and the Confc11sions. True, Bucl1mani11m employ■ a new theolog!Nl 
language, diacring from the cu■tomary t~rminology; but alao In thi■ re­
■pect it is neceunry to meet tl10 demand of the timc11. But after 111, Buda· 
manism strcuc■ tho necea11ity of the confcuion of 11in and trust la tbe 
guidance of tho Spirit of God in daily life. Hence, If Norwegian Luther■III 
rofu■o to receive It, then, tho speaker m11intn.lned, Norwegian Luthmm 
might just 11■ well quit singing tl10 old well-known hymn learned In their 
childhood days "Jesu■, Guido Thou :My Thougbts." The movement, he COD· 
tended in conclu1ion, changes men and mnkcs them dl1clple1 of Jeaua. 

Upon this notorious defen10 of Buchmani11m, Dr. Vlgnea1, editor of L•· 
tAeranercn, aro■c and spoke in the 1mmo ,•ein a■ did Dr. Lee, pointing out. 
in particulllr tho modernistic tendencies of the Oxford Group uc,maeat. 
"Agaln■t Buchmani■m," he uicl, "we mu■t be on our guard. We mlllt elill 
to the old paths and not stray from Lutheran principle■." So far the re­
port on the dl1cuulon of the Os.ford Group Movement at the 1ummer«iu,ol. 
The editor of Folkebladt:e then diBCuuea the movement In a general 'fl■J, 
■tilting that man:, were again■t it, but making it clear also that he him· 
■elf la favoring it. In Lt&t1lera11crcn (September 18) Dr. Vlgneu, under tbe 
heading "Bucbmanl■m," makes hi■ own report on the dl■cuuion of the Os· 
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fonl Group Jloftmeut at the 1ummer-tehooL Pointing out the fact that 
m&IQ' ha the Nonngl&D chan:ha are champlonlDg the mOYement, he writ..: 
•.&t U. 1&1118 time there are mm alao who ban the lllllght to aee the 
Kodunl1111 ID the DlOftlllent. A man nch u Dr. llalle■bJ will ha•• nothlllg 
to do with It, for he call■ it a "oro11leu goepel.'' A goepel without the 
erGII of Chrlltl It 11 reall7 a clvillt7 to call it a goepal. In the 1trict 
1111N of the t■rm it 11 not a goepel at all. Dr. BallnbJ 11 right In hl1 
clellpatlon of the meuage of Buahmanl1m u a "orouleu IJO■pal.'' Befer­
rln, to Harold Begble'1 book Life OltaKgcra, lie quotn Begble u ■a7ing: 
"Tball doctrine1, vi=., that Ohri1t came Into the world to bring about a 
reeonclllatlon botween God and man and that on the bul1 of Ohrl1t'1 
1ul1erlnp God I■ now wllling to receive our heartfelt conver1ion from 
■In [!], ma7 be true or fal■e; but tltelr acceptance 11 not euentlal for 
the attainment of thla wonderful e:r::parienco of conver■lon.'' Now, Buch­
mul1111 hu promoted the ■ale of thl■ book and thu■ 1tand1 behind ita 
lt&tementa. ltorcover, Bucl1manl1m follow■ thl1 prlnclplo In It■ practi■e. 
It producu It■ "change of life" not bJ the Go■pel of Ohri1t'1 redemptive 
work, but by "■baring," "confession," ''life-cluinglng," "guidance," etc. For 
the adherent■ of the Oxford Group Movement the■o factor■ ■ervo a1 their 
"mean, of grace.'' So fnr Lutltcra11crc"- Eca,agcli•k I,uthcr,k Tida11de, 
from which 11'0 ha,•e quoted thCIO ,•11riou1 report■, uee■ the oc:ca1lon to 
point out the "terrible fruit■ of unlo11l1m" (111,ilko akraokkeligo frv.gtcr 
Hlollunum &acrcr). It any■: "In tho Norwegian Lutheran Church of 
America tho editor■ of the eltureh-paperB nnd o.t Ie111t one theological 
proreuor ■tand In oppoeition to each other In tl,e doctrine of converelon 
and ju1tlflc11tlon before God, or, in other word■, In tl,e doctrine of tho 
ny to aalvatlon. It le juet thie that counta in the condemnation of 
Duchmanlam. Now, we ece that the editor■ aro united In rejecting 
Duchmanlam, but, 111 we l111ve pointed out before (in prevlou1 number■ of 
the 'l'ide11dc), they nro not united in tbe doctrine of conver■ion. The one 
teachea that natural man hu the ability and power to help along in ltla 
con,•enlon, which the other denice. And if Folkcbladot i■ correct in re­
porting, u it probably ie, then the theological profcuor teaches that 
a 1lnner 11 con,·ertcd without the mean■ of grace which God llimeelf h111 
ln1tlluted and ia 1a,•ed without fnlth. Whnt confuaion I All the■e are 
leaden and teacher■ in o. church-body tl111t ehould tea.el, and defend the 
••1 to 1alvatlon. nut each h111 hie own doctrine, and a.II point In di11'erent 
direction■• What a delualon ie not praetieed before tho people I Lutllo­
"°"crc~ 11 very c11utlou1 not to mention tho.t one of the theological pro• 
rca■on of the church-body 11111, in a publle meeting, defended the error 
uh·allon without faith in Obriat. The Lut11oran HeraltJ ie ellent on the 
wl1ole matter, BO far as wo know. \Vith aucb n praetleo of the teacher■ 
and leaden of tho Obureb, ie it to bo wondered at that the people are 
trained to complete vagrancy (/'llldatandig Zoe1g/GCJ1gcri] in 1pirltual 
matter■ ! And upon vagrancy follow unbelief and denial c-,ro og 
fonu:gtel,e]." J. T. K. 

hcing In the Bight Direction. -Tho editor of the Li11i11g C1Hird, 
In commenting on the meeting of the house of blahop■ of the Protestant 
Epiaeopal Church held recently in Boueton, TRIii, and In enlarging on 
the Ye:r::lng queatlone confronting that body, eay■ : "It le noteworthy, how• 
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ever, that, In aplte of theae Important mattara to which the blahopa W 
to give conaideratlon, they began their -lone by dffotlng the better put 
of tho flnt da.y to mcclita.tlon on apiritual matten, led by Blahop Boblcm. 
chairman of tho Forward :Movement Commluion. It la a1-11 a pa& 
temptation for any church 11ynod to be ao occupied with admlnlatratift 
and lcgialatlve dotaila that little or no opportunity la pro,lded for U. 
more importa.nt aplritual matters with which tho Church la ecmeenied­
Tho boue of bi11l1op1 baa IIC!t a aplendld example to all of UI In thla n­
apect.'' Let ua l1opo that tho grand old euatom bequeathed to ua bf onr 
fathen to apend n. good portion of the time at our aynodlcal conftlltlalll 
on doctrinal dlscuulona nnd contemplation of divine trutha, wlll not clJa 
out and that, where It haa become aomewhat of a ahadow, the former pram• 
lnenco 11•ill again bo accorded to it. A. 

Deaths. - When In December, 1035, A. T. Polhill died, being llftllty• 
three ycara old, ono of tl1e famoua " 11C,·en" of Cn.mbrldgo who W11Dt to China 
in tho elgbtica of tho lnat century p1u!8ed on to hie reward. We are tolcl 
that l\lr. Polhill, who bccnme a. ml111ionnry of tho China Inland llillloa, 
in hie youth waa a. fnmoua athlete. The field in which be worked wu 
Wcatern China.. -In Germany Prof. Reinbold Seeberg of the Unh'erllty 
of Berlin died late in 1035. Re hnd 1t.11died at Dorpat and ErlanpD. .After 
having 11Crved na profeuor nt Erln.ngen, lie, in 1808, enme to Berlin. Tu 
works by 11•hich he fa be t known n.re J1ia Hiator11 of Dogma and OArilfiH 
Dogma,tic11. In his theology 110 wna of tho mediating typo.-On Decem· 
ber 2, 1035, Dr. Jnmea H. Breasted, tl1e well-known Egyptian acbolar ucl 
director of the Orienta.I Inatitute of the University of Chicago, died In 
New York, having ju■t returned to this country. The cau■e of bla death 
la uid to ha,•e been a 1trept.ococcua infection which ca.mo upon him durillf 
tho homeward voyage. Ho waa seventy yea.rs old. A. 

II. :Xnslonb. 
!Jolfirirdje oller ~reifir~e? !Urof. ~- Ct tscnbt bon bcr Capital Unl­

verelty in lt0I11111&111, bcr einen Ionoercn !Befndj in SDcntfdjianb orma~ 
1jat, f agt in feincr 6djilbenmo .,bei: rciioiofcn .\!age in SDcntfdjianb" untrr 
anbcnn foigenbcB: .,!Jleljr all brei !BiecteI bet bcntf djcn ~aftoren finb fq 
batin einig, bas bie 1!c1jrc bet ffirdjc fidj cinaio unb allcin auf bic ,Ociligc 
eldjcift 11nb bie llldcnntnifjc bci: ffleformation 311 grilnbcn Jjat. • • • i)odj 
ge]jcn iljrc Wnfidjtcn il&cr bie Droanif ation tueit nulcinanbcr. <!iniQc Ila 
l!eUct, 3. R3. !licmollct, cifcrn flit cine ,fftei!irdjc' oljnc Wuffidjt, 6~b 
obet finan3icllc llnfcrftilbuno bon f cifcn bet !llcoietnno. ~ finb iljrcr ni* 
llicic; bodj ftcljen fie mciffcnl an ftnrtcn 6tnbtoemcinbcn, tua iljr !Jfan 
burdjfilljr&m: fein biitffe. Wnf bent 1!nnbc finbet biefer !IUnn tuenigcr In, 
!fang, tuciI bic q3nfform filrdjfcn, ba{s iljrc Sfirdjen oljne ~aatlidjc finan­
aielle UnfctftilQnno nidjt &cftcljcn fiinntcn. S)icjc tuollcn bic !Bolll~ 
&cf&c]jnitcn, cine Stirdjc filt allc JBolf.locnoficn 1111b llon allcn untc~ 
6ie Ialf cn fidj bcn 6djnt, 11nb bic llntetftiit.mno llon f citcn bcl 6taatl 
.ocfallcn, tuollen fidj a&et in l!cljrc 1111b !l'3rebi11t nidjt brcinrcbcn Iaijm. 
6ic fdjarcn fidj um bie bcci !Bif djiifc, 1Ulnraljccn3 llon ~annollct, !Dlc1frr 
llon !Riindjen unb Sunn llon 6h1ttonct. 6ic ncnncn fidj ,&c?enntniltuu' 
abet bie ,l'c!enntnilfcont'. ~t ff illjrct ift R3if djof !Jlaraljcenl. ~n fcl, 
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nem stanb a~ .se,re IDirb ct bon 111e,t all brei IOieneln bei: •a~onn 
1Dlb ban fa~ alien tJmfeff oren bet ~eologfe untcqtilbf. Some et aflei: 
flk cine bom E5taat bollftihtbig una&~gige iJnititdje elntretm, IDal a 
nodj nldjt getan ,at, f o IDiltbe f ein 'ln~no r ofon auf einen oetingen iBnadj• 
teil auf ammcnfdjnm1pfcn." (Stirdjen&latt, 2. Slobcmlict 1985.) 2'Ae Olt.ril­
tlaa Outur, 110111 O. iOfto&et 1985 faot: "Tho moat Immediate threat of 
the 'Relolt.11t1i11wter of Church AJl'alni' (Kerrl) touohes tho lnoome of the 
Church. That 11 tho weakne■1 of the oppoaition'a poaitlon. It 11 1tlll 
a State Churoh. It ■till dopend■ upon tbo 1tato for tho fund■ for ita 1up­
porL Bo long aa tbi1 remain■ true, lta 1trugglo for independeneo from 
■late control ma:y be heroic, but it ia bopelea1. 'rhero is only one remedy: 
cut IOOIC! from state aupport." D. fflctt flcticljtct: .. 1h:ofeffot D. elaffe, I&• 
Jansen, fonntc nicljt nm tmcrt!onbcnt (in ~ntiB, 1085) tcilnc1jmcn; i~ 
IDUrbe bon bet beutfcljcn fflcoictnno bic ~ulrcif cctlauflnil bcrtuciocn, lucil et 
bic Stitdjcnbctfaffnno bon 1088 an ftnr! nnoeoriffcn 1jiittc... (ffirdjcn&latt, 
16. !JlObcmlicr 1035.) Oli i1jm bic ~ulrcijcctlnu&nil bcrtucigerl IDorbm 
IDiire, audj lucnn ct Wlicb cinct ti;rcifirdjc oclucf en tuiirc, tui(ien luit nidjt. 

e. 
4'ribniflflc ~ciratlan3ciocn unb anbcrcl! Jlnclj bent !Bericljt bcl .. 91cidjl• 

r,otcn• (15. 6cptcmTJct 1985 ) finbcn fidj in .2ubcnborffll Scitfdjri~ aller• 
~ Wnaeisen, bic an bcnfcn oeTJen. 

<Ein nodj nicljt cifiii'ljtiocl ~iibel frnot mt: .. ~ei1jol tmcr nimmt midj 
,Ocibin 1Dii1jrcnb bet l}eticn unentgeltliclj in ~flcoc~" 

<Ein !Untcr miidjtc f cine ncljtjii1jrioc ~ocljtcr nut bon ciner ,.fJionbcn 
norbifdjcn ~eibin fJeftct .\}cthmft" (Jetrcut luiffcn. 

<Einc ~ciratikmacioc Inutct: ,,Si)eutfdj•biilfifcljct Wntidjtift, brci{Jio ~a1jrc 
alt, f udjt oicidjocf inntcl !JliibcI.,, 

<Einc ,Oeirntllluftioc inf cried: ,.tmclcljct beutfdjoliiu(Jioc (icibc ljat 1h1ft, 
er,cnfolcfje (ieibin nuf 91nbfnljrt att beoicitcn ¥" 

<Einc G.ldJurtllnnacioc ljnt foioenbcn tmortlaul: .. ~m 8. im (icucrl 1985 
llermcljrte fidj unfcrc Ocibcnjippc 11111 cincn frii~ioen unb ocfunbcn ~ungen. 
,Oci1jol" 

!Bon Ocibcn fnnn man nidjfl anbereil nII ,Ocibnif cljcl crluartcn. el ift 
sut, ba{J bal liinoft in S:,cutfdjlanb botljnnbcnc ijcibcntum jcl,t offenct au• 
tqe triH. l}reilidj mndjt bnll (icibentmn allc f cine fftii~c mofJiI, um fiit 
baJ Oeibcntum an .,miffioniercn". 8iit jebcrmnnn Iieot ell nunme1jt flat 
bor Wugcn, bas man oana an llnrcdjt bo111 bentfcljen IBoll all bon einem 
djriftlidjcn !Bolf rcbet. S:,nl bcutjdjc 'Boll ift lucit1jin 1jeibnifdj. stlaraul 
CtQWt fidj fiir 1mjcrc Stircljc bic ciljiiljtc !llerpflidjhmg, bal tmort GJottel 
laut erf djallcn an Iaff en. ( CSb.•i!ut1j. Ureifitdje.) 

The Oxford Group Movement in DeDDJ.ark. - Writing on tltia aub­
ject in tho Jo"rna& of tho American .Li,thcmu Oon/cronec, January, 1036, 
lhn•.John M.Jenl!C!n 1111,ys: "The year of 1935 ma.y truly be deBCribed aa 
the 'Oxford Year in Denmark.' • • • Tlli1 paper is an attempt to diacover, 
if pouible, the reason& why tJ1e Oxford Group lia1 made 1ucl1 an imprea­
■lon upon a country whioh is Lutheran and wbere ninety-fl,•e per cent. of 
It■ population belong to tho Lutheran Church. • . . The Primate of Den­
mark, Blahop B. Fugl■ang Damgaard, a man of great learning and piety, 
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ID welcoming the Groupen pve them the b)' of the ahurch. The Dlla 
of the Dloene of Copenhapn, Dr. TheoL Paul Broclena, wu ~ 
"ahanpcl,' and he became an ardent advoeate of the monment. • • • la 
nearly C\·ery town of Denmark there now 11 one or mon local 'pvapa.' 
A tarp number of pa1ton and Chrl1tlan lay worken ban been couwwllll 
to the mo,-ement. • • • It lhould aho bo noted that th• reucm for tJi■ 
1uceeu of Buchman In Denmark wa1 the fact that ■o JD&D7 lnluatlal 
churchmen endoncd hl!I work. Bl1hop Dampa.rd aa71 that 'the Osford 
Movement empha1l1U11 life and trlea to bo a living faith.' That c1oe■ Id 
mean that It ha, no doctrine. The Group build■ upon the complllld 
work of Chrl1t a, It 11 presented to u1 In the New Tntament. 0Del 
I alked Dr. Buchman wlaat )10 deemed tho moat euontlal point In ld■ 
Chrl1tlan faith. Immediately ho an■werocl: 'Ju■tUleatlon by faith.' 'l'hl 
Oxford Group baa united tho Lutlaeran doctrine of re■tlng aeeurely In tJi■ 
juatlfteatlon by graco with the aggrcuh•encu of tho Reformed Church and 
it■ ■trong de1lro for 11eth•ity. It 11111 11cqulrocl 11nd 11b■orbed Into it■ lif1 
nluablo parts of tllo dlfl'orent confcuional ,•Iowa tl111t Jaave arlaen out of 
the Reformation. Finally tho biallop rceommenda 'guldllnce' H it I■ pr■e­
tlaocl witllin the Group. A long list or names or Danlab pa■ton could he 
gh•en. Their te■tlmony would run parallel to that or tho bl■bop. Yet n 
aro aomowbat perplexed tl1at tho Oxford Group i1 ao unerltleally recel'flll 
by tbe1e men. Tl10 me1sngo or Dr. Buchman la, to uy the Jeut, Yff1 
peculiar If looked at from a Biblical point of view. • • • A number of 
Jendera think thllt oven thougl1 the Grou11 h11a many defect■, it has ao many 
good points that may be 11cq,aircd, and tl1en wo ■hall try to chanp the 
Group to got a clearer ,•iaion or tho atonement. Howo,•er, tble attitude 
aeem■ somewhat nah•o. In efl'ect it mean11: Let the Group flr■t ■wallow Ull 
tl1en 11•e ■ball 111•111low tl1e Group afterw11rd. • • • Tho more conaeJTatift 
Lutl1oran leader■, aueh a■ t11e men from tho 'Ccmtrum' wing and tJae 
men who have been Influenced by Kut Darth, generally hold that tJae 
po■lth•o contribution or tl1e Group ia its cmphaal1 upon a 1D11n'1 per■oll&l 
nlatlon to God. Tho 'quiet hour' 11 o. Ynluable help to U,•e a ■urrcnderm 
life, And they hold tlaat tl10 clmrcl1-membcr11 ha,•o learned anew that '71 
■ball be my witne■■ca.' • • • Ono or tlac clearest analylll!a of the ■ituatlon 
ha■ been gi,·cn by tho young profc or N. H. SOc. In a little book, Llltla 
at1cl 011eford, he ■tatea that tlae Lutl1er11n11 may learn a few thing■ of 'Ox· 
ford,' but he find■ that the mo,"Oment on the wlaolo laa■ vory little 1111 
for the ero■■ of Christ, and tlaat tbe Chrl11tin11 hope )1111 little or no p1aee 
in tho mc■lllgo of tl10 Group. • • • E,·en tl1ough I pcr■onally hold the ume 
vlow a■ Profc■aor 86C!, I bello,·o th11t tho stir created In tho Church of Den· 
mark will bear fruit. It fa not tho direct work of tho Group that I be­
Jfeve in. I am afraid of that. I am 11frafd of a Chri■tlanlty that doe■ 
not go deeper than the Oxford Group docs. But the valuable work of tJae 
Group in Denmark i■ that it Jana eauaocl the Church to rethink it■ 
problemL" E. 
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