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Berdeutidung der Guvangelien und fonjtiger Teile bed Neuen Teftaments,
bont ben erften Unfingen 6id Luther. Herausgegeben in Gemeinjdaft
mit Gerhard Brudmann, Frig Jilider und Willy
Liidtlec bon Haus Vollmer. Hamburg. 1935. Afademijdhe BVers
lagsgefelljhaft WUthenaion, Potsdbam. 293 Seiten 614X9%. Mit ciner
Weigabe: Curiose Biblica. Preis: RM. 24.

Ju ben in frilheven Jabrgingen diefer Jeitjchrift befprodyenen Monographien
biejer Serie gefellt fid) diejer Vand in burchaus iviirbiger und abiquater Weife;
in, e8 twill uns fdjeinen, dafy die ganje Anlnge und Darftellung in biejen Banbe
bie friiberen nody faft fibectrifit. Die Plalmeniiberjefung ijt bereitd behanbelt
und bie paulinijchen BVriefe jum FTeil, und der vorlicgende VBand bietet nun aus:
gewidbite Perilopenabjdynitte aus dem Neuen Teftament mit Proben von fibers
fesungen, von der Vulgata an, durd) bdie Jahrhunderte Hindburd) bis auf die
Wormfer und Jiividjer Vibel. Diefe Tabellen filllen allein 209 Seiten, mit den
folgenden Tepten: Qul. 2, 1—14; Job. 2, 1—11; Matth. 2, 1—12; 9, 1—8; Joh.
5, 1—9; UApojt. 2, 1—11; Jal. 3, 14—18; 1 Petr. 4, 12—14; Aypol. 14, 1—b5.
Den Anhang ded Vanbed bildet ein von brei Vildbtafeln begleiteter Veitrag 3ur
Runjtgefchichte, in dem DbiSher unbelannted Material aus ber Fillle der mittel=
alterlidyen Jluftrationen der Jehn Gebote ordbnend und fichtend borgelegt tvird.
Jeder Theolog, dex {ich nody cinigermafien intenfiv mit der deutjdyen Vibel befaft,
wicd biefe Stubien beriidfidtigen miiffen. PERrefmann.

The Book of Revelation. A series of outline studies in the Apocalypse
by James H. McConkey. Silver Publishing Society, Bessemer Build-
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa. 906 pages, 4X6.

A short commentary on Revelation based upon the theory that this
book is simply an unfolding of the 24th chapter of Matthew. The writer
assumes that the Seventh Trumpet is identical with the Seven Vials and
that the Seventh Seal is identieal with the Seven Trumpets. He gets into
trouble with this scheme when chapters 7, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18 appear
detached from the system just outlined and must be treated as “insets.”
The author is a believer in a literal millennium in which (literally) a small
child will lead the wild beasts. The entire Apocalypse is made to refer
to the events immediately preceding the Sccond Advent.

Ti. GRAEBNER.

Jesus and the Word. By D. Rudolf Bultmenn, University of Marburg.
Translated by Louise Pettibone Smith and Erminie Huntress, Welles-
léy College, Wellesley, Mass. 1934. Charles Scribner’s Sons, New
York, London. 226 pages, 5X7%. Price, $2.00.

When this book appeared in Germany, it bore the title Jesus. Since
Professor Bultmann’s aim is not so much to tell the story of Jesus’ life
as to give the reader an understanding of the message of our Lord, the
American translators, who, as far as we can judge, did their work well,
were justified in changing the title. The author is o New Testament
scholar and a Barthian. In the former capacity he belongs to the school
which sponsors the so-called formgeschichtliche Mcthode of Gospel criti-
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cism. His book Die Geschichte der synoptischen Tradition, the second
edition of which appeared in 1031, is one of the chief works p

by the exponents of this type of Gospel-study. Whoever has read the
book just mentioned will not be surprised when he finds the author in
the present work, though admitting the historicity of Jesus, denying of
questioning the genuineness of numerous utterances attributed to Christ
by the apostles, utterances on whose authenticity textual criticism does
not throw a shadow of doubt. Hemce the gospels are to him not only
not infallible, but not even reliable human documents, and in his view
it is only through careful sifting and the application of severe, sharp
cutting, critical canons that one ean with some degree of certainty arrive
at what Jesus actually said. It is with a sad heart that we report such
an outrageous trentment of God’s holy Word.

Strange to say, as a Barthian the author belongs to a school wlllez
in its tenching gives much prominence to the concept “Word of God
In the book before us, it is true, this feature is not very evident. What
are the chief elements in the message of Jesus according to Professor Bult-
mann? The imminence of the Kingdom is proclaimed. A decision for
adherence to the Kingdom is demanded, which decision is the same 8S
repentance. The Kingdom can simply be described as eschatological de-
liverance. It must be admitted, says Professor Bultmann, that Jesus
had wrong notions about the Last Day and the Judgment, sharing the
erroneous conceptions of His contemporaries. But He did not accept the
futilities contained in the npocalyptic literature of the age, for instance,
in 4 Ezra. But Jesus expected the Jewish nation to receive special ho.nor:
in the new era. What is important, however, is not the “mytholog'lﬂl
coloring of His terminology, but the core of His teaching: the call for
a decision in view of the coming of the Kingdom. As for man, he is able
to make the right choice when he has to decide whether to belong to the
Kingdom or not.— Jesus accepted the Old Testament Scriptures, but in
preaching the will of God, which has to be obeyed, He differentiates in
the Seriptures between what is absolutely binding and what is less man-
datory. He therefore does mot view the Secriptures as a rule for us in
every point. God intends men themselves to see what He requires of
them, what in the Scriptures must be followed and what may be. dis-
regarded. Realizing that he is confronted with the necessity of a decision,
a person will be able to determine which way his choice should fall. It is
misunderstanding Jesus to think that He insists on our pauperizing o
selves, on celibacy, and fasting.— Like the Old Testament, Jesus insists
on love toward the neighbor, not specifying at length what this implies,
since cverybody knows it. The view of Schweitzer and others that Jesus
taught an interim-ethic, an ethic which was to obtain merely for what
He erroncously supposed to be a short period, the time between the_ pro-
mulgation of the message and the coming of the Judgment, is rejected
by our author. Speaking of the conception of God which Jesus pro
claimed, Professor Bultmann holds that God was to Jesus both distant
and close at hand, present and future — o matter quite self-evident to
every Bible Christian. He concedes that Jesus nccepted miracles and
the eficacy of prayer, but he denies that faith meant to Jesus what it
meant to Paul and John, & belief in the message of redemption. He af-
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firms that Jesus by faith signified merely the trust, exhibited in par-
ticular moments of need, that God is almighty and will help. On the
question of sin Jesus taught, according to Professor Bultmann, that man
is entircly helpless, a condemned creature, and has to rely on the pardon
of God. That Jesus® sacrifice is the foundation of the forgiveness of God
is something that Jesus Himself did not teach, says Professor Bultmann,
thus wounding the Christian religion in its very heart.— We have en-
deavored to give the reader some idea of what this Barthian negative
eritic teaches. Quite sympathetically we may read those sections of the
book in which a sickly sentimentalism, the tenets of a seclf-satisfied, easy-
going religious Liberalism, and the false humanism, which glorifies the
creature at the expense of the Creator, are branded as not representing
the teachings of Christ. But on the whole its views are by the deepest
chasm imaginable separated from Seriptural truth. For those who wish
to acquaint themselves a little with the lines of thought and the termi-
nology of Barthianism it may prove a welecome aid. W. ArNpT.

Die firdje: thr Amt, ihr Negiment. Grundlegende Sdfe mit durdygehender
YBegugnahme auf bic Symbolijden Viidher bder Mutherijden Kirde. Bon
Theodofius Harnad, iweiland Doltor und ocdentlihem Profejjor
ber Theologic in Griangen. Niirnberg, 1862. Unajtatijdher Nadydrud.
1934. G. Bertelsmann, Giitersloh). 90 Seiten. Preis: M. 1.50.

Am Geleitivort jur Neuheransgabe dicjer Schrift Heifit e3: ,AWenn died theo:
Togijde Schriftdhen nach ficbzig Jahren aufs neue ecfdyeint, jo muf es jdhon den
Anfprud) erheben, uns in unfern Kampfen und Milhen um bdie Kirdye twidytige
Dienfte 3u feiftew.” Und twictlid) hat ThH. Harnad, ciner der wenigen, die ju
feiner Jeit nachdritdlich auf Luther himwiefen, der aud) gegen mandye Abweichung
vom [utherijdhen Vefenntnid friftia Jeugnis ablegte, in diefem Diidhlein aud)
unfever Jeit mandjeS ju fagen. (5 Derrfcht nody) immer Untlarheit in ber Lehre
von ber Kirde. Man bhat nod) nidt allecfeitds gelernt, baf bdic KLirdhe nidhts
anberes ift al§ die Gemeinde ber wabhrhaft Gliubigen. LWa8 die gegenivdrctigen
tivdhlichen SKampfe und Wirren in Deutjchland betrifjt, fo follten die Deutidhen,
Vol und Fiihrer, fich von Harnad fagen lafjen, daf »Hicrardhismus und Uuto:
fratismus, lefiterer al5 der cifarcopapiftifde ober ber demofratijdie, dicjienigen
Formen ber Verfefjung find, bie bem Wefen bder reformatorijdien Kivde wibers
ftreben®, .79, bafy seine folde Vermifdhung don Kivdhe und Welt, bei tveldyer
fidy ber Wille ber unterjdhicbslofen Paffe ber Namendjriften . . . jur Norm in der
Rirdye aufivicft*, €. 31, und ,jedbe Mittlerfhaft der Kivdye u verwerfen ift, bei
ber fie, ftatt Dienerin Chrifti su bleiben, fid) ju jeiner autonomen Stell=
pertreterin und jur Herrin itber die Gliubigen aufioirjts, S.25. Vor
allen Dingen jollte bas jefjige Gejdhlecht, Kirdhenvolf und RKirdjenfiibrer, fich an
Herzen nehmen, wes Harnad iiber Ldie prinjipiclle Vectvirzung des Wnionisd=
mué in feinen verfdhicbenen Stufen* (S.3) ju fagen Hat. Harnad il nidts
bavon Iviffen, dafy alle Sirdjen gleihberechtiqt feien, bap bie verfdhiedenen Kon-
feffionen fid) gegenjeitig ergiingen, dajh Giott die Werfdhiedenartigfeit derjelben
aerollt habe, daf; fie alfo al8 Sdhveftern nebenecinanber ftehen ('anmiuuhnua:
li8mus) obder in ihrer BVerjdhicdenheit fich 3u eincr Kicde sufommentun follfen
(ausgeadijener 1nionismus). Harnad protejtiert gegen G. Stanges Safh: »Die
TMannigfaltiglfeit unb Eigenart der Konfejfionen Hat aud) im Jujommenhang der
driftligen ficde ihr RNedt.s (Allgemeine Gb.-Quth. Kirdjengeitung, 18. Juli
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1930.) Gr fagt: ,Die dufere Einbeit ift gebroden, tveil die innere febit.
Die Slinbde Hat bie Trennung in Konfejfionen verfduldet. ... Die
RKonfeffionen find getrennt, nidyt iweil fie ein verfdyicdenes Kicdyentum ober je ein
anbere8 donum Haben, fonbern iweil fie fm Wefen, im wvedua, diffecicren’;
S.82f. lUnb dben Lutherancrn fagt er: ,Die Iutherifdhe Kirdhe fann von ihrem
Glauben und ihrem BVelenntnis nidts aufgeben, obne ihren
apoftolifden Gharalter aufsugeben und auf ihren dfumenifden Bes
tuf gu vergidhten. Der nionismus will nidt die jentrale Stellung be
futherifdhen Gloubens und Velenutnifjes jugeftchen und leugnet, daf fie bie Kirde
bes [driftgemdfen Velenntnifjes ift.* (S.88.) Gevifs, wic Lutheraner toollen
Ginheit und Einigleit; wic wollen lnion. Wie tann fie erreidht twerden? #Die
futberifde RKirde hat in foldhem Kampfe dic heilige Pflicht, . . . pofitiv bie vedte
Union an ihrem Teil ermbolihen ju helfen. Sie Hat zu dem Enbe nidht ein
Neued su fdaffen; . . . fie hat nur das ihr inwohnende Pringip und die Subftany
ihres Glaubens immer treuer, wahrer und voller durdyufityren.s (S.90.) .Skt
trdgt bas tafhrhaft latholijde Ginheitsband ber RKirde in fid”
(S.84.) Migen folhe Skfe in der Kirde Deutfdhlands und Ameritad die wels
tefte Vecbreitung finben!

@8 finbet fich nun aber aud, wie in der Theologie Darnads fiberhaupt, fo
aud) in feiner Qehre von ber Kicche und dem RKirchenvegiment mandhes Veclehrie.
Das ftimmt nidht mit dem futherifhen Velenninis, daf .die Kicde fidtbars
unfidtbarer Natur ift*, daf ,mithin der wefjentliden Kicche Sidhtbats
feit gutommt, nidht bloh afzefforifh, fonudern nottwendig, nidt nuc folges
tocife, fondern nxfpriinglich (S.16), dafs »die twejentliche Kirdye, wie fie
WUrtitel VIT ber Auguftana bejdyreidt, nidt blof eine unfichtvare ift« (S. 37). Ge
Bat nidyt bas Velenntnis filr fid), wenn er S.71 den yqrundjiflidgen Jns
bependbentismus — in ber Form der jouberdnen Gemeindes verwicft. 1ind
¢8 ift burdjaus unfutherijd), dburdaus wiber die Sdyrift, wenn cr lengnet, bn[;. bie
utoritt des8 Kirdencegiments ,cine blof menjdhlich begriindete, aus dem Willen
ber Gemeinbe ftammenbde ift, jonbern behauptet, bak Ldie Kirdye damit den Bobden
Per Ordnung und bes vierten Gebots betritt”, daf fie Lalé verfafte eine ju Redt
beftehende, tivtcdhliche Obrigleit Hat, ber fie um Gottes twillen @nbo_rlum
fduldig ift, fowweit und fo lange, al8 diefelbe nad) dbem Willen Gotted vegiert”,
ba8 Deift, nidts ,contra evangelium® feftjeht. (S.80f.) Das ift der alte,
nody Heute Triftige NYretum, daf bie Hedliche Obrigleit in Mitteldingen 3u be:
fehlen Habe, baf, wwie bie Gltern und bie Obrigleit, fo aud dbas Sfirdyenregiment
gefehgebende UAntoritdt Habe. JAn diefer von Darnad bertretenen Anficht, baf
bem Rirdjenregiment in Sadyen, die Gott freigelafien Hat, um bed Geiviffens und
Giottes willen Gehorfam fduldig fei, liegen die Wurzeln bed von Harnad in biefer
Sdcift {harf detimpften Romanismus. Und er verfidht feinen Say, trofdem et
felber ertldrt: .63 liegt tlar am Tage, daf unjer BVefenntnis bem Kirdyenregiment

nur ein ius humanum pindiziert.s (S.72. 80.) ThH Gngelder.
King of the Jews. By Mary Borden. Little, Brown & Co., Boston. 306
pages, 6%4X8. With bibliography. Price, $2.50. .

Mary Borden (Spear), born in Chicago, is the wife of Brigadier Gen-
eral E. L. Spear;, who is now living in London and is devoting his time to
British politics as a Member of Parlinment. Mother of four children, she,
during the World War, successfully managed a fleld hospital for the French
army, receiving in due time as a just reward a number of distinguished
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French and British service and war medals (Legion of Honor; Croix
de Guerre with star and palm; the Gilt Medal of Service de Santé; two
other British war medals). Already before the war ghe had visited Pales-
tine, studying zealously, yet critically the holy places where Christ lived,
performed His Messianic ministry, and died. A second visit in the Holy
Land, after the war, prompted her to add to her twelve previous, all rather
large and well-received volumes, this present one. The purpose of her new
project was to picture the Man Jesus so purely human that her readers
could visualize Him as a real human being, divested of all supernatural
elements, yet at the same time in such a manner that the later Pauline
(Petrinc-Johannine) Christological doctrine, a gradual development of
course, could reasonably be explained. Setting about her task, Mrs. Spear
studied every available source and then, largely on the basis of the four
gospels, by a novel selective process, wrote her King of the Jews, vividly
and ingeniously (from the viewpoint of imaginative reason), but with the
result that her King of the Jews is not the divine-human Christ of the New
Testament, but a Mary Borden fiction, a homo deus factus, especinlly
through the efforts of Mary of Magdala, “an illiterate woman,” “brought up
in a brothel,” “used by men as an animal,” “a dancing girl.” “famed for
her devilish beauty,” “soliciting men in the baznars,” cte. (We cite this
to show what she does with Mary Magdalene; she does the same thing
with Jesus to develop Him into a King of the Jews.) The hook is skil-
fully written, but it is just one more pernicious volume on the pseudo-
religious book market that will keep unwary readers from seeing the
divine-human Redeemer of the world as God Himself pictures Him in His
Word, against which therefore a word of warning is in place. To this end
this review has been written. J. T. MUELLER.

Die Klaffifer ber Neligion. Herausgegeben von Prof. Lic. theol. Guftav
Pfannmiiller. Jehnuter und elfter BVanb: ,Luther in Worten ausd
feinen Werlen.* Von Martin NRade. Vanbenhoed & Rupredht, Git=
tingen. XL und 402 Seiten 6X7%. Preis: JIn Pappband gebunbden,
M. 4.

Bor langer Jeit crfdyien cin bierbindiges Werl, das fidh nidht felten in ben
Bibliothelen unferer dfteren Paftoren und Profefforen fand, unter dem Titel
#@eift aus Quthers Sdhriften”, eine »Jutherfonforbany”, wie e8 aud) vielfacd) ges
nannt tourdbe. Bon Rationaliften Herausgegeben, bot ¢5 unter Stidhworten in
alphabetijdyer Reihenfolge Lutherausipriidye itber die betreffenden Gegenjtinde dar.
E& vermittelte oft BVelanntfdhafjt mit Cuthers Gebanfen und Worten und twurde
aud) ebenfo oft Anlaf, weiter in Luthers vollftinbigen Sdyriften nadzulefen. Ndh
babe mehr als cinen unjerer theologijd) tweiteracbeitenden Pajtoren getroffen, die
grofe Stilde auf diefes Wert hiclten: Jojeph Schmidt, H. Lemle unb andbere. Un
bicjes LWert dadyte i, als id) bas obengenannte, jhon vor ciner Neihe von Jahren
ausgegangene Werl mir ndher anfah. Ter Herausgeber ift ein belannter liberaler
Theolog ber Gegentvart, undb feiner Theologie fann man in Yfeiner Weife folgen;
aber er Hat biel Cuther gelefen, aud) eine Cutherbiograpbhie gejdyricben, und eine
Frudit feined Qutherftubiums ift bad borliegende Werl, das ber fitr gebilbete Lejer
Beftimmten Biidyerreife ,Die Klajfifer der Neligion” von Pfannmiiller eingereiht
ift. MNabde bemerit in der Vorrebe: ,G8 ift dod) {hon lange Her, baf Luther lebte
und {dried. RKein Wunber, daf feine Wrt unsd fremd gelworben ift, in ber Form
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unbd oft aud) in ber Sadhe. Nan barf {agen, er ift unter den grofen 1 nbelannten,
bie vic die Sterne am Himmel unferer Geiftestoelt leudhten, einer der groften —
und unbelannteften. Geivif, wer fennt und nennt ihn nicht? Wer weif nidt
mandyes bon im? Aber ihn felbft?* (S.IX.) Gin wahres Wort, bas aud in
Amerila gilt, aud) in unferer Synode. Wir nennen uns nady Luther, wic tilh=
men ihn, wic feiern fein Gedidytnis; aber wer left ihn, wer ftudiert ihn? Wic
Haben unfere grofe Sutherausgabe, von ber aud) cinjelne Véanbe abgegeben Ivers
ben; toic Dabem bie bicfem, wwictlidy fchomen [feineren Uusgabenm, die in unfern
Seitidriften von Beit gu Jeit angeseigt werden; twir Haben bie gute englijde
Holman ober Philadelphin Edition, wenn fie aud) hauptfichlidy nur reformas
tionebiftorije Scyriften bringt und die widytigen und trefjlichen egegetijden und
Homiletifen Schriften Cuthers fibergeht; wic haben Luthers geivaltigite Streits
{drift, De Servo Arbitrio, und jeinen unverginglichen ausfithrlidhen Sommentar
sum Galaterbeief in quten, billigen englifdyen Separatausgaben. Aber wo finden
fie fih in Plarreesbibliothelen und werden gelefen ftatt ber minderwectigen, oft
veclehrien, bedentlihen und jimmerliyen reformierten Literatur? Uus Unlah
ber im vorigen Jahrgang biefer Jeitfdyrift erihienenen fleinen Studien aus
bem @alaterbricf jdhrieb und cin &lterer Pajtor ciner Gjeojiftadtgemeinde, bet
immer theofogijd) mweiterarbeitet, dajy diefe Artifel ihn ,bewogen Habem, Luthers
grofen fommentar ordentlidy ju ftudicren. ,Voila un homme!‘ Offenbar W_"
i) Suther bis jeht nody gar nidyt vecht gelamnt”, Aber mehr afé cimmal find mie
audy Uetitel und Sehriften yu Geficht gefommen aus (utherijgen Kreeifen, aud
aus unfern Rreifen, in denen die Verfaffer vor Verlehrtheiten, ja C."-'.d)lnﬁm_tmlln
bewahrt geblicben tiren, wenn fie {idh burd) Luther Hitten aus dev Sdyrift bes
Tehren laffen. Wie Luther audy in den dic TWelt jelit betegenden fozialen, pofitis
fhen und dfonomijdhen Fragen fo Verniinftiges und Nichtiges ju jagen §ﬂf. fann
bem Lefer fo nebenbei D. Engelders Actifel in der feften Hummer diejer Jeitdrift
#Rirde, Staat, Dbrigleit, Volt, RNajje, Famific — und Gottes Wort” jager. —
Diefer Mnlenntnis Luthers till der Herausgeber ded borliegenden QWerfes ents
gegentreten, inbem er nad) einer viersig Seiten fangen Einfeitung lauter Qutber:
worte darbictet, und twar teils in gejchichtlider, teils in fachlicher Unorbnung.
Und barin befteht ber Wert biejes Buches. dihnlich wie in der obengenannien
Cuiberfonforbanj finden toir als Teile ded Vuches unter andern folgende: Der
vedhtfertigende @laube; Wlm die wahre Kirche; Gott und Ehriftus; vom Worte Gots
te8; Taufe und Abendmahl; Vergpredigt; Von weltlichen Ordnungen (unbd diefes
fapitel gecfdllt in: Ghe und Hausjtand; Schule und Wiffenichajt; SHanbel und
TWanbel; Dbrigleit und Wehejtand; BVom Beruf) ; Gebet, Tob und cwiges Leben.
) greife bag lehte Sapitel heraus. Da fteht uecft — das Wert ift eben flir
gebilbete Qaien beabfidjtigt — ber Morgen= und Wbendfegen aus dem fleinen
Ratecyismus, dann ein Wort ,Gott fieht und hort uns* aus ber fKirdenpoftile,
cine Ausfiihrung iiber die jiweite BVitte aus Lutherds ,Gine cinfdltige Weife au
beten®, fiber bic bierte Vitte aus dem Grofen Katehidmus, Luthers (‘thtl_ auf
bem Reihstag ju Worms, Inie eincr Luiher beten Horte (Veit Dietrid) in einem
Briefe an Melandython), cin Stofigebet, cin Wort iiber Erhdrung aus den ﬂ_l")’
reben und Quthers Grifdrung bed UAmen. Das Kapitel itber Tod und cloiges
Seben hat folgende Stichworte: TodbeSangft und TobeStroly; Darf man vor an
ftedenben frantheiten flichen?; Der Tod eine Grlijung; Vom Trauern itber die
Toten; Der Tod ein Skhlaf; Bom nahen Jiingften Tage; Gioige Vollenbund;
und den Sdluf madt Luiherd lehte Unfzeidhnung jwei Tage bor feinem Tobe
und fein eingig fdones Sterbelied ,Mit Fried' und Freud' i) fahr’ bahin®
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YBeim Durdyblattern diefes BVuches blied i) tmmer Hingen, inie e8 cben einem

gehbt, wenn man Luther lieft. Man fann nidt bon ihm foStommen. Und in

feinen Werlen findet man bann nod) {hdnere Worte, al8 Hier mitgeteilt find.
Q. Flicbringer.

Lutheran Faith and Life. By M. Rew, D.D. The Lutheran Book Con-
cern, Columbus, O. 160 pages, 5% X73%. Price, $1.00. Order
through Concordia Publishing House, St.Louis, Mo.

This book is intended to serve as a manual for the instruction of
adult classes. It combines in what scems to the reviewer a very happy
manner the Bible histories and the truths of the Catechism and brings
out in & manner at once clear and perfectly natural the doctrine of the
Trinity as one of the basic truths of the Bible. “To offer a comprehensive
view of the history of our salvation is the purpose of the first twelve
chapters of this book. The second half of the book offers an introduction
into “faith and life as it should normally grow out of this revelation of
God in sacred history; put, however, not in the terminology of dogmaties,
but in that of the Catechism and in a form that will be casily intelligible
and at the same time will appeal to the heart,” says the author in his
prefnce.  We believe that the author has successfully earried out his plan.

The author states that he does not use dogmatieal terminology. That
does not mean that he negleets thoroughness of indoctrination. As far as
we have read the book, his insistence on thorough indoctrination is appar-
ent everywhere. A sample may show his style and at the same time offer
an opportunity for a few remarks. On page 92 we read: “By means of
such good news” (the Gospel) “He seeks to engender faith, justifying and
saving faith, within us. We call this faith a justifying and saving faith.
To rely on the omnipotence and goodness of God is also faith; but such
faith canmot save the sinner from the wrath of the Almighty. When the
Law, by uncovering sin, instils in the heart of man terror over his own
corruption and God’s cerlain Judgment, neither the power nor the good-
ness of God ean offer comfort. While God is, beyond doubt, almighty and
good, He is also loly and must therefore abhor, reprove, and condemn sin.
Under such circumstances only He can help who has taken our sins upon
Himself as His own, has suffered the penalty and satisfied the wrath of
God. That One is Jesus Christ. All this He did for us by His sufferings,
death, and resurrection. Therefore the only justifying and saving faith
is the faith which trusts firmly that Jesus Christ has borne the penalty
for our sins and has transformed the relation of wrath between God and us
into a relation of peace and good will.” Very properly the author teaches
the distinction between faith in God’s power and goodness and saving faith.
In his definition of justifying faith we should rather have the last words
read: “and has transformed God’s relation of wrath toward us into a
relation of grace and peace toward us.” Without Christ’s work of redemp-
tion the relation of wrath between God and man is a mutual one. On God's
part this relation of wrath toward man is through Christ’s redemptive
work changed into a relation of peace and good will. On man’s part his
relation of wrath toward God remains unaffected by Christ’s redemptive
work; that relation of man’s hatred toward God is changed only by faith
in the atoning work of Christ. The author’s words may be interpreted in
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a manner which he would most assiredly not sanction, that the relation
both of wrath and of peace and good will had been mutual even prior to
conversion. One need but to read his remarks on the nature and punish- |
ment of sin, page 14, and the propagation of sin, page 17, to be convineed |
that this was not the meaning of the author. Tueo. LAETSCH. !

Beauty for Ashes and Other Poems. By IW.@.olack. 50 page
4X73%. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich.
Price, 40 cts. Order from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

This appealing little booklet contains some genuine lyrical verse, and
it is mentioned here because twenty-seven of its forty-seven poems are of
the religious variety, that is, sacred lyrics. There is much simple beauty
in these verses, especially those connected with the festivals of the Churel,
and the lover of poetry will not only enjoy the reading of this booklet,
but will most likely receive not a little edification from the study of many
of its offerings. P. E. KRETZMASK.

Report of the Eighteenth Regular Convention of the Norwegisn
Synod of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church. The
Lutheran S8ynod Book Co., Bethany College, Mankato, Minn. 85 pages,
0X0%. Price, 30 cts.

This report contains a very comprehensive survey and account of the
work being done by our Norwegian brethren in their 65 parishes, with ap-
proximately 8,000 souls, the reports of the Board of Regents of Bethany
College and of the Home Mission Board being particularly valuable for the
proper understanding of the work donme. Three papers were read b_dm
the convention: Det evige liv (On Eternal Life), by Pastor John Hendricks;
“Christian Education” (conclusion), by Superintendent P.T.Buszin of t‘?
Northern Tllinois District of the Missouri Synod; and “The Christians
Earthly Pilgrimage,” by Pastor C.J.Quill, all of which are truly instrue
tive and edifying. P. E. KRETZMANK.

NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

In order to render satisfactory service, we must have our current mailing-list correct.
The expense of maintaining this list has been materially increased. Under present regula-
tions we are subject to & “fine” on all parcels mailed to an incorrect address, inasmuch 88
we must pay 2 cents for every notification sent by the postmaster on o parcel or periodial
which is undeliverable because no forwarding address is available or because there has been
a change of address. This may seem insignificant, but in view of the fact that we have
subscribers getting three or more of our periodicals and considering our large =
subscription list, it may readily be seen that it amounts to quite a sum during 8 year;
for the postmaster will nddress a notification to each individual periodical. Our sub-
scribers can help us by notifying us — one notification (postal card, costing only 1 cest)
will take care of the nddresses for several publications. We shall be very grateful for
your

Kindly consult the address label on this paper to ascertain whether your subscription
has expired or will scon expire. *“Jan 36" on the label means that your subscription bas
expired. Please pay your agent or the Publisher promptly in order to avoid in
of service. It takes about two weeks before the address label can show change of address
or acknowledgment of remittance.

When paying your subscription, please mention name of publication desired and exact
name and address (both old and mew, if change of address is requested).
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