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Kretzmann: Miscellanea

Miscellanea. 51

Miscellanea.

Nene Foridjungen fiber das Wort Molod).

Died Wort, dad an ficben Stellen dbed Ulten Teftamentd vorfommt,
ijt bi8her allgemein von cinem Gogenbild verjtanbden tvordem, dbad in bieler
Hinfidt der Stronodjtatue vbon Starthago ahnlich getvefen fein joll. So
itd Molodh aud) in allen jeft gebriudliden Nadjjdhlagetverfen gejchildert.

Stitcalid) hat aber Prof. Dr. Otto Eiffeldt-Dalle cingehende Forjdungen
veranjtaltet, die er in Heft 8, 1985, ,Veitrdge gur Religiondgejdidhte bed
Altertums”, und in Jahrgang 11, ,Forfdungen und Fortjdritie”, S. 285 f.,
verdffentlicht Hat. J[n lepterem Artifel lefen tvir unter anberm: ,Aber von
dem Worte mole = ,Gelilbde’ mup nod) civad ausfiihrlidier die Nede fein.
Dad Wort findet jich, wic jdon Chabot gezeigt hat, aud) in zwei punijdhen
- njdriften aus vorromijdher Jeit, o man die SKonjonanten mlk — nur die
Stonjonanten werben ja im Punijdhen gejdyricben — bisher al3 malk oder
milk, ,Stonig®, erfliivt bat. Aber man mup nod iiber Ehabot Hinausgehen;
in einer gangen Neihe anderer Fille tocift jidh dbad bisher als ,Stonig* bers
ftanbene mlk punifdher JInjchriften vielmehr ald molk, ,Geliibde’, aud und
ecrmdglidit jo Dei mandien aud) jebt nod) Dleibenden Inburdyjichtigfeiten
cine Defjere Crilarung bdicfer Jnfdrifien. — Widptiger nody ijt, dbafj von
Dier ausd aud) das molek ded Ulten Tejtamentd in cine neue Velendjtung
tritt. Junadjt geigt fidh, dajy bdie iiberlicferte Wolalijation molek gang
tidtig ift. Vor allem aber twird Flar, daf dic vor bdiefemn Wort ftehende
Rrapojition le jo, nidht la (= le mit Arctifel), gu lefen ift, die cin Dativs
aeidhen fein und ,an', ,filr* ufw. bedbeuten fann, hier wie in anbdern gang
cinbeutigen Fallen, ettva 1 Mof, 22, 2, vielmehr ,ald* bedentet, dafy die be=
treffenden Wendbungen aljo mit ,ald8 Molet (= Geliibdeopfer) tweihen ober
geben® und nicht etiva mit ,dem Molef foeihen ober geben® gu iiberfelen jind.
Damit verjdivindet der angeblidhe Gott Molod) ausd der Gefdyidte. Die
Dier in Wetradit Fommenden Stinderopfer jind vielmehr Jabve dargebradit
toorben, und erjt fehunbdir — offenbar gu crfldren aus dem Bejtreben der
jitbijcdhen Sdiriftgelehrien, iGren Gott von einem berartigen Opfer zu be-
freien — ijt ber Opferbegrifi ,Molel in den Namen ecined Gofen umges
deutet mworden.”

©o interefjant dicfe Ausfithrungen an und fiir fid jind, jo bedarf die
Brage dod) nody tweiterer lnterjudiungen, gumal der Name Apojt. 7, 48, tvie
¢5 {deint, von cinem G$fen gebraudyt toird. Auf jeben Fall ift bie philos
Togijde lnterjudpung anregenbd. P. €. §.

Christ’s Descent into Hell and the Nicene Creed.

The question has been asked why the Creed of Nicaca has no reference
to Christ’s descent into hell. The question seems rather important, since
one usually regards the Apostolic Creed as being more ancient than the
Nicene. But as a matter of fact the Nicene Creed is the earliest complete
creed of the Christian Church. It is true that the baptismal confession
as it was in use in various parts of the Church contained a nucleus of the
Apostolic Creed and even many individual phrases. But the old Roman
Confession does not contain a reference to the descent, nor does that of
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Southern Gaul. The confession of Cyprian concerns only the Trinity, the
forgiveness of sins, and the life everlasting. The confession of Origen also
omits any reference to the descent. The same is true with regard to Lucian
of Antioch and Eusebius of Cacsarea. Even after the date of Nicaea we
find no reference to this doctrine, for example, not in Cyril of Jerusalem,
not in the Apostolic Constitutions nor in the confessions of Marcellus of
Ancyra in Galatin and of Rufinus of Aquilein, in Italy.

As a matter of fact, this doctrine was in no way in dispute at this
time, and that is cvidently the reason why the Nicene Creed did not in-
clude the statement. But the final form of the Apostolic Creed, as gﬂl
erally accepted about 460 A.D., at the time of Bishop Faustus of Reji,
contained the words “He descended into hell,” and the Church has since
used this confession with a direct reference to Christ’s descent. P.E.K.

1 Cor. 3, 12—15.

In the third chapter of the First Epistle to the Corinthians, Paul
speaks of factions and divisions among the Corinthians, brought about
by the too human element of personal likes and dislikes, of loyalty to
a particular teacher like Apollos or Paul. He warns them against this
carnal tendency of theirs, v.3. They should not say, “I belong to Apollos,”
or, “I belong to Paul.” Both Apollos and Paul belong to them. All things
belong to them, v. 21, Paul, Apollos, Peter, the world, life, death, the present
and the future, everything. But they helong to Christ, and Christ belongs
to God.

Of course the human element does come in. God uses human beings
to preach His Gospel. Thus Paul, too, preached. He laid the foundation,
and other human beings will preach after he is gone and build on the
foundation that he has laid. But let every one take care how he preaches;
for no one can lay any other foundation than that which is laid, namely,
Jesus Christ. The builders of the future are not to change anything in
the fundamental design, either by adding to the foundation or taking nw.ny
a part of it, but stick to the outline which by the grace of God the wise
master builder gave them. After the foundation to a building has been
Jaid, it is not possible to deviate from it to the right or to the left \\'ilhot!l
changing the foundation, but one can only build on top of it. That 18
obvious, Thus we are not to deviate either to the right or to the ll..'ﬂ
from the doctrine of Jesus Christ which Paul, by the grace of God a wise
master builder, has laid down so surely, so clearly, so completely, and so
well, but only to build on it, on top of it.

Still the human element continues. The Church is built up by dif-
ferent kinds of preachers, who should nevertheless nll confine themselves
to the doctrine which Paul has laid down. Some, while preaching the
correct doctrine, manifest a great deal of oratorical and other personal
abilities. It may be that Apollos was of that sort. Others may possess
great ability in advertising and organizing. Some may possess the gift
of poetry and write hymns for all the Church to sing. Some voices may
be feeble and their sermons dry as dust, wood, hay, stubble, with wh-ich
not much that is lasting will be built. There are various methods of doing
mission-work, for instance, some that produce lasting results and others
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having results that are not so lasting, though the missionaries in ques-
tion may agree in doctrine. Luther, we might say, did not, in building,
use much straw, but chiefly gold and precious stones, though many of his
successors may use somewhat wooden materinl. Time will tell, and Judg-
ment Day will reveal everything., That does not mean that these straw-
builders will not be saved,— for they believe in Christ,— but that which
they built with the straw of their human strength (supposedly) and
human wenknesses will be lost. All those who believed in the Christ they
preached will be saved, but not those who were attracted solely by other
things. The latter will disappear not only on Judgment Day, but also in
time of tribulation.

This passage refers directly neither to heretics nor to the heterodox.
We know that there are believers wherever Christ is preached, even if it
be by heretics or the heterodox. To include them, however, it would be
necessary to use a different illustration. Paul is not concerned with them
here, or he would have employed different imagery. He is concerned only
with those who build on the foundation which he has laid down, not with
those who preach a doctrine which runs counter to his, whether it be the
doctrine of Holy Communion or of predestination. Illustrations of this
kind are diflicult, and it is usually impossible to get everything into them.
The heterodox do not fit in anywhere in this picture. What they teach,
in so far as it is heterodox, is not built on the foundation, but away from it.
It is not only useless, it runs counter to Scripture and is dangerous. Paul
refers here only to the worthless and useless human clement in our efforts
to build the kingdom of God on the true doctrine. Apollos was not hetero-
dox, nor were his partisans in Corinth. But all that the partisan spirit
was building up in Corinth was wood, straw, stubble. Therefore Paul
warns against it, not against any false doctrine that was being preached.
The same warning applies to any partisan spirit and exaggerated pride
in any church-body, to ballyhoo methods, ete. Against false doctrine Paul
would have warned in an altogether different way, as is abundantly clear
from his writings.

This passage therefore has no bearing on the problem of Christian
fellowship with heterodox, cither for or against. The partisan spirit
against which Paul here warns, this glorying in men and in human
strength, is no doubt one of the factors which have contributed to the
sorry condition of the Church to-day with its multitudinous seets, but
must not be confused with the rejection of clearly revealed doctrines of
the Holy Seriptures which meets us in the message of false teachers.

Kurr Zorx.

Women Canvassers.

The Workers Manual gives this definition: “The annual Every-member
Canvass is a Seriptural plan, employed by many congregations of the Ev.
Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, whereby congregations
of our Synod cach year, through a house-to-house, member-to-member, can-
vass, seck to provide funds to meet the financial needs for the home con-
gregation and for the work of the Synod at large.” Representatives care-
fully chosen from the rank and file of the whole congregation endeavor to
sccure subscriptions for the work of the Church. The question has been
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asked, May such canvassers be women? The question implies the possi-
bility that the restrictions which the Bible places upon women’s activities ‘
in the Church may pertain to such canvassers. ('

Scripture teaches woman’s subordination to man, e. g., 1 Cor. 11, 3—9; |
Eph. 5, 22—24; 1 Pet. 3, 1. 5. 6. On this we are agreed.

A manner of subordination St. Paul teaches 1 Cor. 14, 34. 35 and 1 Tlll':
2,11.12. St. Paul here says: “Let your women keep silence in the churches.
In the Timothy passage the word church is not used. While it is generally
conceded that the apostle also here is speaking of women’s silence in the
Church, we say to those not so ready to admit this that the passage in
1 Cor. 14 supplements the Timothy passage. The apostle certainly does not
mean to say that women must always be silent; he does, however, men
tion an occasion when they should be silent, namely, in the church. We
are not discussing woman suffrage in general; our question is, What does
the apostle mean when he says: Women shall be silent in the church?

What does alely dv ixxinaig, to speak in the church, mean? The
nature of the letter, as also the context, shows that St. Paul here does not
use the word ekklesia in the general sense of gathering, or assembly, secu-
lar or otherwise; nor does he mean the communion of saints, the one holy
Christian Church, since that would enjoin silence upon the woman every
time two or three belicvers are gathered together. In the latter sense he
could mot use the plural #xxinoiars. Evidently he means, and only can
mean, the gathering, the assembly, of the congregation. From sources
at hand we refer to the following who take St. Paul here to mean the publie
assembly of the congregation: G. Stoeckhardt, Coxc. TIIEOL. MoxTuLy, V,
706 fI.; F. Pieper, Dogmatik, I, 639; P. E. Kretzmann, Pop. Com.; Bengel,
Gnomon; Starke, Synopsis; Weimarer Bibel; Charles Hodge on the pas-
sages in question. :

The public speaking and teaching in the congregation, in the presence
of men, is forbidden. If a woman canvasser goes from house to house so-
liciting subscriptions for the work of the Church, there encounters o man
or a group of men, and finds it necessary to explain or admonish, such
speaking is not done in the church and therefore is permissible.

However, there is another phase. In his capacity as chairman of an
elaborate committee the canvasser may have to appear before the voters’
meeting or the entire congregation to advise, explain, or report. In that
capacity or in any similar position on the committee which would bring
her before the congregation as the teacher of men the woman canvasser
would be out of place.

The answer to our question, according to Seripture, then, is: A woman
may be a canvasser if and inasmuch as her assignment does not place her
in a position where she has to speak before the congregation or a represen-
tative part thereof in the capacity of teacher.

The congregation which finds it feasible to delegate women with the
restriction given above does not violate a Seriptural principle.

This is not an open question, since the apostle says: “They are com-
manded to be under obedience, as also saith the Law.”

Ortonville, Minn. Wat. H. HARTMAN.
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