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Testifying the Gospel of the Grace of God.* 

" rhcncvcr St. Paul had occasion to speak of his work in the 
CI1ristian ministry, his thoughts dwelt on one subject: "The Gospel of 
tho graco of God." At a conference at :Miletus he cl1nracterized his 
ministry tlms : "None of these thing.1 move me, neither count I my 
lifo dear unto myself, so that I 1night finish my course with joy and 
tho ministry wllich I ha,•o received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
Gospel of the grace of God," Acts 20, 24. On tho prcaent occasion we 
cannot, and wo would not, speak on nny other subject. Let us single 
out this particular point: The great need, tbe ono great need, of tl1e 
Church is "tho Gospel of tho grace of God.'' 

Tho Church owes its existence to tl1e Gospel of tl10 grnco of God. 
And it could not C."l:ist for ono moment without it. Offering tho sinner 
tl10 forgh•encss of sins gained by Christ, the Gospel produces and 
preserves tl10 sn,•ing faitl1, and by magnifying this wondrous Jo,•e of 
God, it produ<.-cs t11e Christion life. In tl1e words of Dr. Pieper 
(01,,r. Dog., II, p.13): "TI10 gratuitus favor Dai propter Oltristum,, 
brought to us in tho Gospel, is the immovable heaven of grace spread 
out over the Church, under which tl1e Christians live and work by 
faith. Gazing upon tl1is heaven of grace, faith comes into being, is 
preserved, and becomes o. clh•ing, energetic, active, mighty thing' 
(Luther, XIV, 00)." ,vc Christians owe everything to the grace of 
God. It is tl1e ono source and tho rich source of all comfort and joy. 
Wl1en tl1e sinner, wl1en the Christion, realizes l1is utter unworthiness 
and absolute helplessness, tl10 Gospel spenketh in this wise: ccny grace 
aro ye saved, • • • not of yourselves, . . . not of ,vorks," Eph. 2, 8 f. -
sola uratia. When wo anxiously inquire by ,vlmt right tho just God 
receives the sinner into His favor, the Gospel speaketh in this wise: 

• The following addreu, delivered October 25, 1035, in tho cl1apel of 
Concordio. Seminary on the occasion of Dr. L. Fuerbringer'& jubilee, f■ 
offered J1erc In placo of the customary Foreword to tho Col'IC:OBUU. 
TuF.OJ.OOlCAL MONTJIL\". The BOie busine■s of our periodical i■ to tntif7 
the GOBpel of the graco of God. - Ed. Note. 
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Tatlfylng the Goapel of t.he Grace of God. 

Ye are "justified freel7 by Bia groce, through the redemption thot ii 
in Ohriat J eaua," Bom. 8, 514:- fa.var Dri propter Ol,riatu11,. And to 
him who, happy in tho joy of anlvotion, bu but ono more wiah, the 
eager deaire to hll•e hie fellow-men ahoro in hia bliaa, tho Golpel 
apenketh in thia wiae: "Preach tho Goepel to ev~ crooture," llark 
10, 15. "Tho graco of God thot bringotb anlvntion bnth nppenrod to 
oll mon," Titus 9, 11-gra.fia. uni11oraali11. Tho grnco of God in 
Ohriat ia o,,erything to tho Church. And ao much does ebo moko of 
tho truth that her righteouaneea ia Ohriat tlint it hos beoomo her very 
nome. ''Thia ia tho name wherewitb aho ebnll be cnlled: The Lord 
Our Rigl1teoumeu," Jor. 83, 10. Thot means, ns n thoologion ,vho is 
atill nmong us, near ond denr to ua, points out: "Tho Oburcb of God 
ia sot before us ns o monument of joy, ond tl10 nnmo thnt slie benn, 
tho mork by which ahe ie kno,m, is tho nc1me of her Sn,•ior, J oliovah 
Zidkon.u, the Lord Our Righteousness.'' (Laliro tmcZ W oli1·a. 7•.I:, p.145.) 
Tho Gospel of the grace of God is tl10 Church's nll. In it slie lives ond 
moves nnd hos her being. 

The Gospel supplies e,•ery u•ont of tl, Church nnd cnn remedy 
every ovil thnt afflicts her. For instance, tho Church is gronning 
under tho divisions which tho errorists hove cnuscd in tho vi iblo 
Oburch. Tho hcnrt of every Christion ie sot on tl10 rcmovol of this 
ourBO, And tho only power tlint cnn 11001 the hurt is the Gospel 
of tho groco of God. Soys Luther (V, 1170), 011d ofter him the 
Formula of Concord (Trigl., p. 017): "IC thi only nrticl rcmnins 
pure on tho battle-field, tho Christion Ohurch ol o remnin pure t111d 
in goodly harmony nnd without uny cts; but if it doc not rcmoin 
puro, it is not possible thnt nny orror ol' fnnntical spirit cnn be 
:resisted." Tho reoson is this: "Es l:01111, '/.:cine K ab a·rai dio G11adc 
Gotta, loidon:• (Luther, m, 1692.) Tho orrol'ist, ot honrt, hntcs tho 
article that mon is sa,•od, converted, justified, by gruco olono. 
(Op. Wnlthor, La.ID a.nd Goapel, p.103.) And, con,•orsoly, tho heart 
that lives in tho grace of God 'kann 'koinc J(at:erci leiclen. It cannot 
bear any false teaching. For, since tl1e nrticle of tl10 grace of God 
ia tho henrt nnd contor of tho entire Scriptures, any denial of nny 
Scripture-teaching will in the end viLinto this article. And tbot the 
Christion cannot stnnd. - How ahnll tho disrupted Ohurch be re­
united i Let tho Gospel of grnco rule in theology nnd rulo in the 
heorts; tben men will not only be nblo to detect tho pnrticulnr error, 
but will alao be ready and determined to cost it out of their hearts, 
out of theology, out of the Church. 

The Church'• ono great need ia tho Gospel of tho grnco of God, 
and so, in the second place, she needs a ministry which is able nnd 
willing to testify nnd tench it. And tho Gospel itself supplies this 
need. No man becomes a miniator of tho Goepel of himself. It is not 
an easy mntter to testify and teach tho Gospel of grace. Thot arouses 
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the opposition and enmity of well-nigh the whole world. The whole 
Pelagian world is up in arms against it. The Pelagian world of 
Paul's days waa determined to silence this testimony. Paul could 
testify tho Gospel of grace only at the coat of bonds and nftliction and 
at tho daily risk of his life. :Moreover, it went against his own 
Pelaginn :flesh and blood. It needed the power of God to turn the 
Pelagian Pharisee Paul into a minister of the Gospel of grace. It ,vas 
tho power of God which made tl1e Somi-Polngian, Ontholic Luther 
n preacber of the righteouaneaa wbich is of faith, by grace. And this 
compelling, gently compelling, force inheres in tho Gospel itself. 
It was the Gospel which ,von tho l1eart of Paul and thereby ot once 
enlisted bis mind ond tongue and pen in its service. The joy of 
solvotion whieh it brought to liim must bo brought to others. "Solvo­
tion unto us lms come by God's free grace ond f1n•or''-we cannot 
keep that song locked up in our hearts. The earth must be filled with 
the psalm of sola gratia, gral"i<1, univorsalis. The Gospel of grace 
produces its own heralds. Tho pastors who bod met there in Miletus 
were facing tho some difficulties and struggles tl1at Poul hod en­
countered, nnd he tells them: "I commend you to God and to tho 
,vord of His grace, ,vhich is ablo to build you up," Acta 20, 32. 

Tho Gospel produces the men the Ohurch needs, ond the Church 
needs men who live for tho Gospel nnd nre rendy to die for it. Such 
men, dedicated to tho Gospel, live in tho Gospel. It is their doily 
mcdit.ation. They pray, soya Luther, that "the Holy Ghost may so fill 
their hearts with it that they busy themselves with it all the day long, 
that they retire with these words nt night ond rise with them in the 
morning." (XI, 1103.) Further, "n preacher of the right sort studies 
ond tcncl1cs tl1is article abo·ua all and nt all times; for on this article 
depends tho true knowledge of God ond our salvation." (Vll, 798.) 
A preacher of the right sort knows only one thing. Po.ul "determined 
not to know anytl1ing aa,•e J csus Christ, ond Him crucified," 
1 Cor. 2, 2. Whether he prcncl1ed in the morkct-place, or wrote epistles 
to the churches, or trained men for the ministry, or supervised their 
lnter work, his one interest lay in tho Gospel of grac.-e. Such o. min­
ister lma no time to wnsto on nnytl1ing that does not ,•ery positively 
serve tho Gospel of grace. Other studies moy gain him the plaudits 
of the learned, other acth•ities arouse tho admiration and enthusiastic 
support of tho sec~lnristic ond legal-minded masses. But none of 
these things move him. Finally, he jealously guards the purity of the 
Gospel of grace as the one treasure of tho Church, the only hope of 
tho sinner. He would rather cut off his right hand than wrim down 
one word in support of the teaching that there is something in mon, 
some activity, some disposition, that merits, or accounts for, the sin­
ner's conversion. He would rnther hove his tongue paralyzed than 
hove it any that God would not have all men to be saved. He will not 
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commit the crimo of cloaing the door of hcnven to ony sinner ond of 
robbing the troubled believer of hi1 needed comfort. Whot docs the 
Church need1 Her prayer i1: Lord, give us men who teatify the 
Golpol, the full and pure Goepel. 

The Church necda to hove the Gospel of grocc prcoched to her, 
preached, in the third ploce, in the Luthcron woy. There ore not 
different kinda of Gospel - the Cntbolic gospel, the R eformed gospel, 
tho Modemi1t go1pel, the Lutl1ernn gospel. Tbere is but one Gospel­
enlvntion becnuao of Obriat, anlvntion by grncc nlone, snlvation for all. 
And tbi1 Gospel i1 preached by the Lutheran Church in all ita fulnea 
nnd puriey-. She hDB maintnined tho article of grnco in all ita pnrla 
and aapecta, in all ita bearings ond relations. H er encmica boor witneu 
to thnt effect. For on that account they arc her encmic . Tbey blnme 
her just for this. The liberal bodiea bnte the Lutl1crnn Churcl1 for 
teaching the graCia Dei propler Olwialu,n.. Tbe Cntholic nnd Armininn 
churcl1ea blome her for teaching the aola gratia. T ho Cnh•ini tic 
churches coll be.r to account for teaching tho gratia miivarsalis. This 
i1 tho verdict of tho ndvcrsnrics. "Thia blcsacd doctrine [of the right· 
eousncu of fnith in Christ], the precious boly Go pol, they coll Lu­
thernn." (Apology. Triol., p. 327.) Yes, whntcvcr belongs to the 
Biblical doctrine of sa,•ing grncc tho Luthernn Church teaches. She 
will not relinquish one iotn of it . "O.f this nrticlo nothing con bo 
yielded or surrendered, o,•e11 though heaven nod corth ond whntcver 
will not abide, ahould sink to ruin.'' (Smnlc. Art. 2'rigl., p. 4.61.) 
She connot do otherwise. She will not go against God's eternal truth. 
She mlemnly declares: "We hove anid in tho Con:fc ion thnt tbc 
remiu ion of sins is received f reely for Christ's sake, tbrougb foitb. 
If this ia not the very voice of tbo Gospel, if it is not tho judgment of 
tho eternal Fnthcr, which Thou who nrt in tho bosom of tl1e F otlacr 
host revealed to tho world, we ore justly blnmed. Dut T hy denth is 
n witness, Thy resurrection is n witn , tho H oly Gho t i n witncsa, 
Thy entire Church is n witness thnt i t is truly tl1e judgment of the 
Gospel thnt we obtoin remission of sins, not on account of our merits, 
but on account of Thee, through faith." (Apology. T rigl., p. 423.) 

The one need of the Churcl1 ia tho Goepel of grncc, nnd tho more 
fully thia Gospel i1 preached, the better bor need is supplied. If tho 
voice of the Lutheran Church were hushed, thnt is to ny, if the Gospel 
of grnce were no lonser prcnched in i ts fulnCBS nnd purity, the Church 
would suffer great apiritunl lou. Amplifying this, Dr. Krauth de­
clared : "Aa our Ohurch has been needed in the post, so she is needed 
in tho present. She ia needed not only for her motherhood to her 
own children, but for the great wants of Christendom nnd of the 
world. She is needed aa a witneu to thnt doctrine which is conceded 
in terms by the whole Protestnnt world, but which ia invaded primarily 
or by nece&81lr7 inference by every 111tem which ia at war with ours-
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the doctrine of justification by faith. Inadequate views of the poraon 
and work of Obrist; false views of election and reprobation; of the 
means of grace; of tho Word and Sacraments; of tho modo and 
subject of Baptism; of the nature of the validity and efficacy of the 
ministry-all are in conflict, covertly it may be, but really, with the 
truo doctrino of justification b:, faith. Romaniam and Ritualism 
directly nasail it; Rationalism destroys it; Fanaticism, sometimes 
witb nn affectation of zealotry for it, confounds justification by faith 
with justificntion by sensation and leads tho patient to rest, not on 
the old, etcrnnl promise, but on 11 new personal observation. No Ohurch 
holds tho doctrine of justification by faith in that consistent integrity 
and lmrmonious relation within itself and with all other doctrines in 
which it is l1eld and confessed in the Lutheran Church.'' (The Lu­
tkemn Diet, 1877, p. 48.) 

Finally. One of the instrumentalities through which the Lutheran 
Ohurcb fulfils lier God-gh•en mission is our Concordia Seminary 
togetber with its sister seminaries throughout the world. In view of 
tho nnturo of the present celebration n few remarks on this point will 
not be out of place. Concordin Seminary l1ns one single aim - to fit 
men for the ministry of the Gospel of grace, to grndunto men who ore 
nblo nnd willing to prench it in its purity and fulncss. Its first 
president, Dr. Wnlthcr, inculcated tbis from first to Inst. "Tho weakest 
graduate, if only l1c hos grasped the doctrine that the grnco of God 
iu Obrist Jesus lms np1lCnrcd for nll men, to be received freely, by 
faith, cnn preach to men in such n ,vny that they are assured of their 
snlmtion, nod that is worth more thnn all the wisdom and nll tho 
possessions nnd treasures of tho world. What is nll erudition, ns 
ncccssnry as it is in it-s place, compared with tl1c wisdom of God which 
is set forth when but tho simple passage is explained 'God so loved 
tl10 world,' etc.! Hearing this, all poor sinners rejoice, nll the holy 
angels are :filled with wonder, and tho ,vhole world should sink upon 
its knees and sing Gloria nnd Hallelujah. If our young preachers 
preneh this, they arc tho men wJ10 con stnrt n reformation in our 
country, ns indeed in this way n smnU beginning hos nlrendy been 
mode." (Proc. Syn. Oonf .• 1872, p. 28.) He told his students: "If you 
prench tho Gospel abundantly, ..• your people wi1l say: 'Our minister 
has gh,en us what we could not get anywhere else. He is n true 
Lutheran minister ond pours out a grant trensuro for us every 
Sunday.'" (Law ant.Z Gospel, p. 408.) And wo kno,v with what burn­
ing words he adjured tho Seminn·ry, nt the dedication in 1883, to 
remain true to its charter. (Cf. Lutheraner, 70, p. 372.) The second 
president, Dr. Pieper, ever reminded the Seminary of its high calling. 
In an essn:, read before the General Body in 1926 he said: "The 
new Seminary buildings hero in St. Louis ore pJneed in the service of 
the Christion doctrine of grace. If they did not serve that purpose, 
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thoy would be nothing but a mapifi.ccnt idol-temple.'' He cloeed bis 
euoy with the ~er: "Dear Sanor J' eaua Ohriat, graciously grant 
ua that we may never betray the olone-aaving Christian doctrine of 
grace, but remain faithful confeuon of it for the honor of Thy holy 
name and the aalvation of man I Amen.'' (La1,re uncl 1l' c7,re, '11, 
pp. 266. 820.) By the grace of God, Concordia Seminary to-dny knows 
on'br one tiling. Tho Biblical doctrine of tho graco of God in Christ 
abapea all tho coul'8C!8 in ita curriculum. It forms tho subject of tho 
final anminationL Addressing the graduating class of 1933, the 
president said: "We feel sure that you have a clcnr perception of 
these two central truths of our Church, of the formnl principle [the 
aolo authorit;y of Scripture] and of the mote.rial principle [justifica­
tion by faith, 111lv11tion by grace], and tbot you conf both by mouth 
and heart na your faith; otherwise wo could not with a good con­
science permit you to enter tho ministry.'' (CoNo. Tnv,0L. lfoNTBLY, 
IV, 562). A ecminary of thia character, in so fnr ns it nccomplishes 
its high aim, meoaurea up fully to the needs of tho Church. 

And now for the mntter nt hnnd. Realizing tl1e need of the 
Church and of the world, wo commemornto with grntit.udo nnd joy the 
fifcy years of Dr. Fuerbriuger's work in tho ministry of the Gospel 
of grnce. In all tbeso years, in the various po itions into which God 
placed him, as pastor of a Christion congregation, ne teacher at Con­
cordia Seminary since 1893 and its president since 1031, ns editor of 
tho Luth.oraner, and aa President of the Synodical Conference, making 
full use of tho manifold• opportunities these positions offered, he h1111 
been testifying with a loud and sweet ,•oice the Gospel of tho groco of 
God; he hu been giving all that is in llim to supply tho one grcnt 
need of the Cliurch. We thnnk God for tl10 rich blc ings this 
ministration hos brought to us and countlcs others. And we pray 
God that the teaching and the example of tho jubilarinn moy inspire 
many with the mind of the apostle: "None of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself, o tbnt I might fini h 1DY 
course with joy ond the ministry which I liove recch•ed of tlic Lord 
J'ceua to testify tho Gospel of the grace of God.'' Tu. EsoELDER, 

CJ)er ~ietilmul. 
(Gort{c,unQ.) 

~n bcn ,.!Ragbelmrgcr 8cntuticn", bcm monumcntalcn GScjdjicfJHI• 
med bet Ulcformationl4cit, afJgefcfJloficn im ~at;rc 1574, fdjticb W[aciul: 
.. ,nftatt c inc I ~apjtcl jptingcn i~rcr unaii~ligc t;crbot. 1uclcfJc utccfJt 
umluedjfcln unb aul GScticfJtl• in Slircf)cnfacfJcn ttctcn, in it;rcn G:id'Jtan• 
fen nidjt 1,lcibcn unb bcn GSemcinben bic <BlaulJenlformcln mit <ScfJtucrl, 
IBiib unb i>onnct aufbtingen. ilaau lJraudjt man cincn .\}aufcn tnot• 

10

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 7 [1936], Art. 1

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol7/iss1/1


	Testifying the Gospel of the Grace of God
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1645544523.pdf.E4A06

