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Book Review. — Literatur.

Theologifdhes Wirterbud) sum Reuen Teftament. Herausgegeben von Gers
hard Rittel in Berbindbung mit bdreiundbvierzig andern Gelehrien.
Beelag bon IW. Kohlhammer, Stuttgart. Bandb II: Lieferung 8—14, je
64 Sciten 8X11%, Subjtriptionspreis ber Lieferung: RM. 2.90.

Seit unferer legten Befpredyung in diefer Seitidrift (V, 969) hat biefes grofs
artig angefegte Werl rtegelmifiigen Fortgang gehabt, und mit ber bierjehnten
Sieferung find die Budyftaben Z und H ju Enbe gefithrt und damit der jweite
Band jum AG[HIuf gebracht worden. Man lann nun wobl cinen itberfdjlag
iiber bas gamje TWer! madien und fagen, bafj e3 ivenigjtens bier, lwahrideinlich
fiinf qrofe Winde von 800 ober mehr Seiten umfaffen wird. Damit wird ein
Werf der theologifchen Welt gegeben, ivie e8 nadh Umfang und Uusfiihrung nod
in leiner Spradye erjdyiencnen ift unbd nidht o leidht erfdheinen wirh. Dies ift
“_‘"‘J nuc miglid) burd) die bejonderen Vewilligungen, dbie von feiten wiffenjdaft=
lider Bereinigungen und ftaatlidjer Vehorben gemad)t twerbenm, und durd) bdie
lictlihy qrofie Opfertvilligleit bdes Werlegers, der aud) diesmal am Enbde bed
Banbes faft cime volle Licferung foftenfrei Hinyuqibt, .um feiner Freube itber
b_ﬂl Jortgang bes Werled und feinem Dant an die Subjfribenten fiir deren Treue
einen deutlichen Ausdrud [3u] geben. Died fagen Inir, obwohl wir uné immer
gegentvdctia halten und 8 aud) ausfpredien miiffen, bafs dicfes Warterbud) ges
mif ber ganjen Midhtung der modbernen Theologie in literar=Iritifder, religions:
pefehichtlicher und dogmatifdher Hinfidht Uufftellungen madit, die wir in leiner
Weife annchmen fannen und iwir darum aud) immer wieber Hervorheben milffen,
baf; biefes Wert priifende Lefer und Benuker verlangt. Aber biefe mwerden aud
fo griindlide nterfuchungen und Sorfdungen finben und fo veidje Velehrung
exhalten, toie man fie in feinem Werle fo Dequem unbd iiberfidhtlihy jufammens
getragen finbet. Dies gilt aud) lvicder bon den vorliegenden Lieferungen, in
benen mande Warter und LWortgruppen fid) foft ju Meinen Monographien ges
ftaltet haben, unbd wir greifen einige Arctifel Heraus, um dies ju beranfdauliden.
Das Wort &4z, Hoffnung, umfaht mit ben dagugehdrigen drei Berben fiebsehn
Seiten (515—531). Da twird juerft der .griedhifdhe Hoffnungsbegrifi* behanbelt,
fodann der ,altteftamentliche Hoffnungsbegriff«, beidbe bon Bultmann in Marburg,
ferner bie ,Ooffnung im rabbinifdhen Judentum* von Rengftorf in Tilbingen,
die ,Bofinung des Helleniftijhen Jubentums« und fdliehlid) der urdriftlide Hoffs
nungsbegriff, wieder bon BVultmann. Das fo bebeutungSvolle Wort edayyiicoy,
@Evangelium, mit den beiden Verba sdayyedilouar, wposvayyelilopar und dem
Subftantivum sdayyeliorsfs, von Friedrid), umfafit in dhnlider, aber biel reidjerer
neuteftamentlider Ginteilung 36 Seiten; und alle BVedeutungen diejer Worte
toerden eingehend befprochen. 1md ganj treffend mwicd [dhlieslich gefagt: ,IBill man
den JInbhalt des Evangeliums fury mit einem Wort jujemmenfaffen, fo lautet
er: JEfus ber Ghriftus” (S.728). reilid), gerade in biejer UAusfithrung finden
fich auch fo bedentlidye literar=Iritijdhe Sige wie dieje: »Ob bie Logien uriprilnglidy
finb unb JEfus von edayyéliov gefprodien fat, bleibt fraglich. Mit Hiffe ber
Luellentritit (@t fih) das nicht entidjeiben. Da bie Evbangelien leine ftenogras
phijdhe Wicbergabe ber Predigt YGfu find und aud) nicht {driftliche Protololle
feiner Qefrtdtigleit fein toollen, fonbern in ihrer urfpriinglidgen Form miindlide
fiberlicferungen find, mufl man fragen, ob JYGjus bas Wort ,Evangelium’ ges
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braud)t Haben fann, ob mit bem Wort die Sadye ridhtig getroffen ift.” WUber bann
beifit 8 audy gleidy: ~Der Sadhe nad) fteht aber feft, daf JE[u Verlilndigung
cine Freudbenbot{daft war, dbaf er ber Freubenbote war* (S, 725). Das Wort
foyouar, Tommen, mit feinen Rompofite wird von Scdneider in Werlin behanbelt
mit befonderer Vegichung auf die GSdhatologie, die Heutjutage fo biel bon ben
neuteftamentlichen Gelehrten berhandelt wicdh. Da finbet fidh jundchft dec giveifels
hafte Saf: »JIn den Ausfogen ilber dad8 Kommen JEfu in feiner meffianijden
Derelidleit Iniipft die urchriftliche fiberlieferung an die apolalpptifhe Tcadition
an.” Wi wilrben fagen: Dad Neue Teftament rubt audy in dbiejem Punite auf
bem lten Teftament, und e85 gilt auch Hier das auguftinijhe Wort: ,,Novum
Testamentum in Vetere latet, Vetus Testamentum in Novo patet.” Wber
bann Iirb ganj ridtig gefagt: .JEfus ift der vecheifjene Meffias, ber am Gnbe
der Tage in feiner Madhtherelichleit (Matth. 16, 27; 25, 31 und Parallelen) auf
ben Wollen des Himmels (Matth. 24, 30; 26, 63 und Parallelen) tommen
oird. Die Frage, wann die Parufie Ehrifti ftattfinden wird, wird bahin beant:
wortet, daf fid) feine beftimmte Jeit feftlegen Iaft (Matth. 24, 42 und Parallelen).
Man fann nur eind wiffen: dap er pflich tommen ticd (Mack. 13, 36).
Dem & omm e n Ehrifti in feiner 3weiten Parufie wird bag K omme n faljder
Propheten vorausgehen, die im Namen des Mejfias mit meffianifdem Anjprud
auftreten (Matth. 24, 5 und Parallelen; S. 667).* Wenn nur {iberall, in Deutjd:
land wie in Amerifa, fo Mar geredet twiicde! JIn begug auf bas vielberhanbelte
Wort #modoios, bad Cuther mit ,tdglidy” ilberfelit Hat, bad befanntlih nmur im
Laterunfer (Matth. 6, 11; Lul. 11, 3) vorfommt und aud) in der auferbiblifden
griedyijden Spradye ficdh nur im Jufammenhang mit dem BVaterunfer und aufpers
bem in cinem Papyrus findet, wird unddft vom Forfter in Miinfter gefagt:
»Sein Sinn ift fpradhlicy nicht mit Sichecheit feftaulegen” (S, 587). Dann iwird
in cindringenber philologifher Unterjudhung die fprachliche Ableitung behanbelt,
bie fpradylichen Deutungémdglidhfeiten und mit Nedht nadygetviefen, daf, wenn
aud) die bleitung von Zwedvar, hinyulommen, mdglidy ift, dicfe Bebeutung fidh
bodh) fachlich nicht Halten Lift; denn fie widerfpridt dbem Iaren Kontert der BVergs
prebigt, wo Ghriftus Matth. G, 34 gerade mit Vejug auf die Nahrung fagt: ,Sorget
nidt fiic den anbern Morgens, e rir alpror. Darum fagt dber Vers
faffer am Sdyfuf feiner Unterjudung: .'Emovoos alé ,morgig* aufgefaft, ift in
ber fonlfreten Situation, in ber dbag8 Vaterunjer gegeben fein Mwill [siel], nidt
borftellbar unb fiihrt fachlich aus der alt: und neutejtamentlidhen Glaubenshaltung
heraus® (S, 593), und bemerlt gany vidhtig, wenn audy diefed {o felteme Wort
fpradylid) nicht ganj fidher abzuleiten jei: ,Seinen Sinn trifft nad) dbem Gejagten
mit binreichender Sidyerheit die fiberfebung: Das Prot, bas wir brauden,
gib und heute (Tag filr Tag)* (S. 595). "Emodaios ijt leine Jeitangabe,
fondern cine Maffangabe: bas notiwendige, su unferm Dafein, odoia, ndtige
Brot. So hat 8 fhon Gremer in feinem Worterbuch gefafit. lUnd cben died hat
Luther jo trefjlih ausgedriidt mit feiner fiberjeung Junfer td gl id) Brot”. —
So mddhten wir nod) mehr Worte und Vegrijfe befpredien, wenn ¢5 der Naum
geftatten oiirde; aber jeder WArtilel ift eine Anfforderung an bden BVenuter, die
biblijhen Vegriffe wieder durdhzuarbeiten. Q. Flicbringer.

The Revelation of St. John. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand
Rapids, Mich. 300 pages, 6XX014. Price, $2.50.

An interpretation of the Apocalypse by one of the greatest theologians

of his day, the famous Abraham Kuyper of Holland. One may not agree
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with every detail of interpretation of this difficult Biblical book as set
forth by the author, but the exegesis is throughout sane and evangelical,
The firm grasp of the author upon the essential facts of New Testament
doctrine and the easy, flowing language of de Vries’s translation make the
perusal of this work a pleasure. Kuyper regards the chiliastic hypothesis
as absolutely untenable if one considers the relation of chapter 20 to the
preceding sections (from chapter 6 forward). As for the interval between
the Second Advent and the Final Judgment he says: “Christ’s teachings
with respect to this both in St. Matthew 24 and other parts of the gospels
contain nothing that even remotely suggests any such an interval and
directly contradiets it. One does not tally with the other. In the gospels
and apocalyptical writings the parousia is not presented as the succession
of o series of events of long duration, but as a drastic action, which is
immediately connccted with the resurrection of all the dead, with the
last Judgment, with the destruction of this world and the rise of a new
world on a new earth under a new heaven. It is inconceivable therefore
that between the parousia of Christ and the Consummation there would
again ensue so tremendous an interval of a thousand years” (p.271).
The book is well printed and bound in cloth of good quality.
Tm. GRAEBNER.

eift und Leben. Das Telos=GtHos des Urdriftentums, BVon Prof. D.Herbert
Preister. G. Vertelsmann, Gittersloh. 1033. 242 Seiten 6% X9%.
Preis: RM. 7; gebunbden: RM. 8.50.

Wir haben 8 Hier mit ciner widtigen Studie ju tun, die fih bertieft in die
dragen, bie von ber im RNewen Teftament gelehrien Ethif Hanbeln. Mit bolls
ftinbiger Veherrfdhung ded vocliegenden Materials und einer griindliden RKennt:
ni8 der Wmwelt des Urchriftentums geht der BVerfaffer an feine Aufgabe. JIm dret
ftapiteln werden bie viclen Probleme, die fich erheben, erdrtert: 1. ,Die Qebens:
Daltung bes Nrdhriftentums in ihrer Veftimmtbheit bon der Eacdatologie des Reiches
Giottes*; 2, ,9Randlungen in ber LebenSauffafjung des Urdriftentums; 3. ,Das
urdyriftlidhe Lebensideal in feinem Verhiltnis jur Gthif dbe8 Jubentums und des
belleniftijhen Deidbentums~. G3 folgt dann nod) cin befonderer Ubfdhnitt mit der
Tiberfdhrift ,Das urdyriftliche Gthos und der Sieg des Urdyriftentums in der das
maligen Welt*, Jmmer wird erft unterfudyt, was bas Heidentum und befonbers
bie bamals Derrfdhende Philofophie, die Stoa, itber einen Punit ju fagen bat,
baneben toird bann gehalten, was bas Spatjudentum fiir AUnfftelungen gemadyt
bat in bem betreffenden Stild, unb bann toird ausgefithet, tic das Ghriftentum
in feiner Wot{chaft fih von jemen beiden Strdmungen unterjcheidet und ctivas
(igenartiges bictet. Dantbar ift ber Lefer fiir ben auf Schritt und Tritt ges
braditen Nadhiveis, twie wenig dod) die moberne Auffafjung, ald Habe bas Ghriften:
tum nuc in etwas bie Gthil bes Judentums und der Stoa mobifisiert, auf Tat-
fachen beruht. (5 wicd gegeigt, daf in ihrem innerften Wefen bie dyriftfiche Woral
dody etioas gany anberes ift als das, was die Stoifer undb bie Rabbiner lehrtem.
TMan bergleidye diefen Paffus, S. 47: ,Der Nadifalidmus ber urdyriftlichen Lebens-
baltung ift einfad) gegeben mit feinem Urfprung aus ber unerhsrten Offenbarung
ber gbttlichen Qiebe im fommenden Reid) Gottes; der RNabifaliSmus ift nur der
Ausbrud bafiir, baf die8 Gthos aus der Unbegreifficdhleit und Grdfe der Liebe
Gottes mit ifrem eEdatologifchen Gnbdyielwillen Herriihrt. Alfo diefen Gehorfom
jum Unerhorten leiftet dber Menjdh nidht bon fidh aus, fondern weil er bereits bor=
Ber bon ber unerhirten QebenSmadyt der Derrjhaft Gotted gepadt ift. S[uiber
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meint basfclbe, mwenn er fdreibt, ,dafy miemand foldes fakt, er fei benn borhin
ein tedhter Ghrif’. G5 ift nidt cthifdher Nadiltalismus im Hinblid auf cinen
orofien Qohn, ben fih ber Menfd) beim Untergang diefer Welt und Kommen ber
neuen ertwerben will iie im Judbentum und im Mithrasbienft, fondbern e8 ift der
Rabilalismus, ber bon einem erlebten, alled umianbdelnden Sturmivind Gottes
Derrithrt; nidyt dber Radifalismus auf ein Nur-Jutiinftiges Hin, jondern bon eines
unerhbrten, iibermenjdylidhen, nur von Gott miglidien BVegnadung fer.” Das find
erfrifdende Worte, bie grilndlid) aufriumen mit der arminianifdhen Uuffafiung
bom Wollen und Kdnnen bes natilclidhen Menfdien, die fich in ber Theologie fo
breit gemadyt Bat. Die gitierten Worte eigen, bon tweldem Standbpuntt aus bie
ethifden Fragen erdrtect werdben. Der Ghrift ift ein neuer Menfd), bon ber gbtts
liden ®nabe gerettet und vom Heiligen Geift erfilllt, und al8 folder ift er feinem
Gott und Heifand gehorjam. — Freilidh Hat dies MWerl aud) Aufftelungen, die
toir nidht ju den unfrigen madhen fonnen. Die Stellung jur Scyrift ift nidt eins
wandfrei. Wenn ber Verfaffer auf den Apoftel Paulus ju [predhen lommt, fo
madyt er Abftridhe, die cine biblijhe Theologie nicht billigen fann. Man nehme
bicjen Saf (€. 157): ~Der qrundjdflide Unterjdhied ju JGEfus [namlid) bei Paus
Tug] ift nidht ju verlennen. Nidht im Befi erfahrener Erldfung ift man fiir Ers
[5fung ber Welt dba. So getwil Paulus das aud) nod) fennt (Rdm. 1, 14; 1 Thefl.
4,12), o ift boch) dic Spannung ju bem Kommenden fo grofs, bie Gefahelichleit
feiten8 ber Welt fo hody eingefdhiifit (2 Kor. 6, 15 f.), bak e8 der Welt gegeniiber
nur jenes ,Haben, al8 hatte man nidyt® gibt.* 1nd auf ber nidyften Seite ectldct e
bann, bafy Paulus in feiner ,inneren Gelbftheit bon der Welt* mit dem Stoiyiss
mu8 fid) niiher beriihre al® mit JEju. Daf; hier Pauli Stellung nidt redyt ges
fhilbect twicd, finnte leid)t nachaetwicjen toerben. Abgefehen bon joldjen Mangeln,
ift bie8 Bud) eine fo ausqeseidinete Ginfiihrung in bdie Probleme, die uns beim
Studbium der Lebensfragen im erften Jahrhunbert entgegentreten, daf wic e8 allen
Zheologen empfehlen mbdten. MW Arnbt.

The Origin of Religion. By Samuel Al. Zwemer. Cokesbury Press,
Nashville, Tenn. 256 pages, 5X7%. Price, $2.00. Order through
Concordia Publishing House, St. Lonis, Mo.

The author of this book is fitted both by training and by personal
experience for the writing of a volume on pagan religions. He was a mis-
sionary among the Mohammedans and stood in the front rank of workers
in that ficld. He has spent much time in research. And he has literary
ability. Add to this the fact that he views all religions from the stand-
point of a conservative, if Reformed, theologian, and you will understand
that The Origin of Religion by Dr.Zwemer is an event in the literature
of that fleld. Briefly, the author has written o notable volume against
the evolutionistic idea of the origin of religion and morals. Quoting from
many sources, he shows how the idea of a Supreme Being is prevalent
throughout paganism, old and new; that the history of prayer and sacrifice
is in perfect accord with the story of the Old Testament; that marriage,
even among the most degraded tribes, is different from the picture that
has been drawn by imaginative evolutionists; and that a belief in immor-
tality is found among all nations, even among tribes that never had
contact with the Bible or Christianity. A mnotable work, well worth the
attention of anthropologists, ethnologists, theologians, and Christian
scholars everywhere. Tx. GRAEBNER.
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Miles Coverdale and the First English Bible, 1535—1835. A Bible-
jubilee offering, written in commemoration of the publication of the
first complete English Bible in print, October 4, 1935. By Jokn
Theodore Afucller. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.
24 pages. Price: Single copy, 5 cts., postpaid; dozen, 48 cts., and
postage; 100, $3.00, and postage.

A tract which unfortunately has come to the reviewer's desk so late
that this announcement will not help in spreading it before the date set
for the celebration is past. However, it is never too late to spread Bible
information; and any effort to increase appreciation of our English Bible
is always in place. Dr.Mueller sketches briefly the work of Wyclif,
Tyndale, Coverdale, and others, rightly showing that, after all, it was
Luther's translation which to a great extent shaped the version of our
English Bible a8 we now have it.

To be sure, a period like that of the English Reformation, a period
of inflamed passions and conflicting interests, which are carried over into
the records of the times written by men of world-wide difference of view-
point, such a period will present many questions which even careful
students of history cannot answer positively. So a student of English
history will probably not agree with all the views expressed in this tract.

These, however, are minor considerations. The purpose of the tract
is to set forth the work, the suffering, the blood, that went into the making
of our English Bible. It is a rich heritage that we have fallen heir to.
Let us try to be worthy of it. Tueo. HOYER.

The Bible in n Thousand Tongues. In Commemoration of Luther's
Translation of the Bible in 1534. By Olaf Morgan Norlic. Augs-
burg Publishing House. 1035. 133 pages, 5% X7%. Price, 25 cts.
Order through Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

It is by no means too late to complete one’s collection of monographs
on the Bible of Luther, especially since we are still in the midst of the
celebrations commemorating the first printed English Bible as prepared
by Miles Coverdale. If some one should say that figures and statistics are
not interesting, he should spend a few hours with this book, which is
printed by a special photostatic process, since the setting and proof-reading
on copy of this kind would be extremely costly. The book will prove itself
an indispensable work of reference, teaching lessons not only concerning
Bible translations on their philological side, but giving some insight also
into the enormous labor involved in the missionary fields; for the majority

of the translations are due to the indefatigable application of workers
in the field. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Personal Evangelism. By A.W. Knock. The Lutheran Bible Institute,
Minneapolis, Minn. 189 pages, 51, X8. Price, §1.00.

A very valuable book indeed and one that supplies a real want. It is
divided into two chief parts. Part One, “The Worker,” offers chapters on
reasons for, and hindrances to, personal work, New Testament examples,
the personal worker’s incentive, qualifications, equipment, approach, method,
and opportunity. Part Two, “The Inquirer,” divides all inquirers into ten
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classes, giving valuable practical hints on the proper manner of dealing
with each one.

In several instances, however, the author unfortunately confuses his
terms in a manner which may work serious havoe. Take, e. g., his chapter
on “The Honest Inquirer,” p.111ff. After defining in Point I who he is
and showing in Point II why he is in so sorry a plight, he points out in
Point III the way to forgiveness. This way implies that the worker show
him that God has been seeking him. Then the author continues: “He,”
the honest inquirer, “needs to understand his sinful condition. He knows
already that he has sinned. That is why he is so troubled. It is usually
not well to tell him that he must repent before he can come. (This is not
to be confused with the daily repentance which he always needs.) He will
take that to mean something he must ‘do.’ (The indifferent and self-right-
cous need to be told to repent.)” Surely the inquirer must not be told
that he must repent before he can come. He must rather be taught that
repentance is coming to Jesus. But we ask, Why, then, the remark that
the indifferent and self-righteous need to de told to repent? Will not they
also take that to mean something they must “do”? Or does the author
mean to say that this class must repent before they can come to Jesus?
We hardly believe that; but why, then, this remark? Scripture does not
make this distinction when it speaks of the need of repentance. All sin-
ners, be they earnest inquirers who tremblingly ask, “What must we do?”
or be they self-righteous Pharisees, are told to repent, Matt. 3, 1—12;
Acts 2, 38.

The confusion becomes worse as the author proceeds: “To repent means
a ‘change of mind.’ He already has a change of mind; he sces his sin and
desires to get rid of it. Show him that he is utterly helpless to make
himself different, that he ean do nothing but call on Jesus in his helpless-
ness to save him. And that is a ‘change of mind.’ He has not always
seen the need of that. That is repentance. He has now been made recep-
tive for the free grace of God in Christ. He is ready to take what Jesus
Christ has to offer him.” We ask, Just what docs the author mean by
“repentance,” and to which of the two changes described by him does the
sentence refer: “That is repentance”? Seripture uses the term repent,
repentance, in a threefold sense; sometimes as a synonym for conversion,
the sinner sorrowing for his sin coming to Jesus in true faith; so Luke
13,5; 15, 7. Sometimes Seripture adds the word delieve, faith, using repent
in a narrower sense, contrition, sorrow for sin, and fear of God’s wrath;
so Mark 1, 15. Finally repentance is used of the daily repentance of a Chris-
tian, the daily sorrow for sin, his daily coming to Christ for forgiveness,
daily renunciation of sin; ef. Luke 17,3.4; 2 Cor.7,9. The author does not
want the word to be understood in the last sense in this connection. He is
not speaking of the daily repentance of a believing child of God, but of
the repentance of the earnest inquirer, who is looking for “the light,” but
who has not dared to make God’s promises his own; who has not believed
with his heart, as we read on p.111. In what sense does he use the word?
He speaks of two changes, one which the carnest inquirer already has
made; he sces his sin and desires to get rid of it. Yet this “change of
mind” cannot be a repentance which makes him a Christian, whercby he
obtains forgiveness, for the author demands another change. And still
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r;l‘l't::";d'ilﬂ the worker to urge this inquirer, still an unbeliever,
e nmle:"l. to pray for forgiveness. How can a person who as yet
Vet o n Jesus pray to Him? Prayer does not precede faith; it is
st an evidence of faith. We have not a single instance in which
ﬂhu:'l ¢ apostles nsk earnest inquirers to pray. Invariably their in-
e n is: Believe! So Jesus to Nicodemus. John 3,16; Peter on Pen-

t, Acts 2, 36—38; Paul to the jailer, Acts 16, 31.

5 JTlm other change of which the author speaks is that the inquirer calls
o levlu- in his helplessness to save him. Is that repentance, the way to
- 81 cnces? Calling on Jesus without having faith in Him certainly

ould not be a way to salvation. And we are sure that the author heartily
agrees with us here. Yet calling on Jesus in true faith does not merely
make one receptive for the free grace of God in Christ, does not make one
merely ready to take what Jesus has to offer. Such faith actually accepts
and takes hold and, by the time it is ready to call on Jesus, has nccepted,
has taken hold of, Jesus and His grace. Scripture knows of no repen-
tance which makes a person merely receptive. Repentance in the sense of
contrition does not and eannot make any one receptive, and repentance in
the sense of conversion does infinitely more. We must confess that we
are at a loss to understand just what the author means by repentance,
and we fear that the worker will not be able, on the basis of this para-
graph, properly to instruct the earmest inquirer as to the way to for-
giveness,

Another rather serious flaw is the author’s confusion of confession
before God and before man. In Point 2, on page 114, he ndvises the worker
as follows: “Have him [the inquirer] pause before this ‘snap-shot’ of his
evil heart, this fearful catalog of sins [Mark 5, 21—23], and have him
point out (if he will) those of which he is guilty. Be specific, kind, yet
linfere. Find out if he realizes the greatness of his sins. Do not be too
reticent to ask if he has committed even fornication. (Too many have.)”
That is not the way of Christ and the apostles. Nowhere do we hear that
they endeavor to elicit a confession of unknown sins. While it is the duty
of the man who has wronged another or whose sin has become publicly
known to confess that particular sin, there is no word of God authorizing
a Christian to demand the confession of, or even to ask any person to point
out, if he will, any special sin committed by him. Such a request is not
only improper, unjustified; it may cause ncedless suspicions and preju-
dices and o justified resentment on the part of the inquirer. While the
author speaks of confession before men in Point 2, Point 3 is headed “Show
Him the Need of Confession and Claiming Forgiveness.” Before God we
must confess all sins, even those unknown to us. There is no word of God
making it nccessary, in order to obtain forgiveness, that we confess sins
unknown to others to any man. That is a privilege we have; but, thank
God, forgiveness with God does not depend on confession before men in
this case. This difference should have been clearly brought out by the
author, so that there would be no room for misunderstanding. The author
also fails properly to stress the fact that faith merely accepts the for-
giveness which was procured by Christ for all men when He died on the
cross and was pronounced upon all men at the moment when God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses
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unto them, 2 Cor. 5, 19, then and there declaring the ungodly righteous for
Christ’s sake, Rom. 4,5. The true and only way to assure the inquirer of
the forgiveness of his sins is to show to him that his sins were forgiven
1000 years ago on the cross of Calvary and that all that is necessary for
him is to accept this full forgiveness offered in the Gospel.

TaEO0. LAETSCH.

Christmas Hymns. The First and the Finest. Gathered by St. Luke, M. D.
Edited by William Dallmann, D.D. Printed by Northwestern Pub-
lishing House. 44 pages, 414 X7. Price, 15 cts. Order through
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

This handy pamphlet, with its beautiful cover illustrating the Nativity
in colors, may well be used by pastors as gift booklets for Sunday-schools
and other organizations. It offers a simple exposition of the inspired
hymns found in Luke 1 and 2: The Hymn of Mary; The Hymn of Zacha-
rias; The Hymn of the Angels; The Hymn of Simcon. The exposition is
popular and edifying and will certainly tend to develop and maintain the
right Christmas spirit. P. E. KRETZMANN.

My Work. By O.Fred Nolde and Paul J. Hoh. The United Lutheran
Publication House, Philadelphin, Pa. 93 pages, 434 X7.

This book is an attempt to provide the church-worker with a manual
which is to give him the right perspective and show him what is to be
done. The answer to the question, “How did the Christian Church’s basic
message, the foundation of its whole life and work, come to be?” makes it
appear that the Christian religion was rather a development than the
result of divine revelation (p.15ff.). What is said in reference to the
“spirit of better understanding and greater cooperation” among the various
church-bodies of this country does not impress the reader that denomina-
tional differences are to be taken very seriously (p.22).

J. H. C. FrIrz.

For Better, Not for Worse. A Manual of Christian Matrimony. By
Prof. Walter A. Maier, Ph.D. XV and 504 pages, 614 X0%. Maroon
cloth binding. Concordia Publishing House, St.Louis, Mo. Price,
$2.00.

We have been told that during the first month after its publication
more than one thousand copies of Dr. Muier’s For Better, Not for Worse
were sold. Nor are we surprised at this sale. The subject which the book
treats is intrinsically important and extremely timely. The old-fashioned
Christian marriage “in the Lord” has been weighed in the balance of our
modern scoffers and infidels and has been found woefully wanting. So
substitutes have been suggested, horrid and destructive substitutes. Over
against these apostles of indecency and pollution Dr. Maier’s treatise up-
holds and defends the constructive Christian principle that Christian mar-
riage, with all that it implies, with all its restrictions and privileges, all
its blessings and disciplinary values, is still the harbor of happiness for
all who seek that inspiring, uplifting companionship which holy wedlock
proffers. On the other hand, Dr. Maier proves by facts and statistics that
every attempt to weaken or destroy Christian marriage is at the same
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ani:r &n attempt to subvert the foundation on which the security, well-

& and happiness of mankind depend. His book is thus both a Lehre
and a Wehkre, a. book of information and instruction on all matters pertain-
ing to the vital topic under discussion. It is & book for the pastor as well
as for the people, dignified, yet frank where frankness is needed. Here
are some of the subjects treated at length: The doctrine of Christian
marriage and numerous tests that have proved its worth throughout the
centuries in which it has been tried by millions of Christians; its rare
blessings for health, morality, sound mentality, spirituality, and felicity;
the means of keeping oneself pure within wedloeck and without, such as
the cleansing Christ Himself, His sanctifying Word, His purifying Sacra-
ment of the Holy Supper, and the holiness dynamic of Christian prayer;
the various foes of Christian marriage and purity, for example, the
vencered cynic of our day, the brutish Communist, the degrading sects of
Swamism and Yogism, of Spiritism, Christian Science, Mormonism, and
the like; the baneful cffects of destructive Modernism on marriage; the
lust literature of our corrupt age; the lewd motion-pictures; the objec-
tives of the “new freedom”; eriteria of happy marriage; courtship, en-
gagement, and marriage; the twin menaces of wedded happiness, birth
control and divorce; clements of wedded happiness, obedience and love,
consecration to the cradle rather than to the career, the need of domesticity
on the part of the wife and of restraint, reason, and considerateness on
the part of the husband; the financial side of marringe; unreliable coun-
selors; the blessings of the family altar; second marriages; and finally
the reunion in heaven. We know of no other volume in which the problem
of marriage in all its endless ramifieations has been treated so fully, satis-
factorily, and appealingly as it is treated in Dr. Maier's work. Statistics
may change, but the wholesome, true, Bible-anchored principles which it
sets forth do not change. Our only regret is that the book does not contain
& subject index; for while the table of contents enables the reader to
orient himself in a general way, important details easily slip his memory
regarding location. Concordia Publishing House is to be felicitated on

its fine workmanship and excellent mechanical equipment of the book.
J. T. MUELLER.

Proceedings of the Thirty-Sixth Regular Convention of the Ev.
Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, assembled

at Cleveland, O., as the Twenty-first Delegate Synod, June 19—28,
1935. Concordia Publishing House, 315 pages, 6X9. Price, 70 cts.
The proceedings of the regular trienninl convention of our Missouri
Synod deserve more than mere passing notice by any one who is interested
in the work of our Synod. Some of the outstanding reports and resolutions
which may also be of interest to those outside of our organization are: —
a) The report of the Committee on Higher Education and Synod’s
resolution “that we retain our present system of ministerial education,
revise the high-school and junior-college curriculum, and add one year
to our course in the Seminary at St.Louis”;
b) The report that the attendance at our parochial schools during the
depression years dropped only a few thousand pupils, from 81,038 in 1029
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to 78,681 in 1034, the attendance having again increased during the
past year;

¢) The resolution to begin mission-work in Africa under the direction
of the Mission Board of the Synodical Conference;

d) The report on the Chinese term question and Synod’s action;

e) The resolutions to publish an elementary catechism and a new
English hymn-book;

f) The resolution to institute a pension system for the servants of
the Word;

g) The resolution encouraging the use of the radio for the preaching
of the Gospel; and finally ;

h) The resolutions in reply to requests on the part of the American
Lutheran Church and the United Lutheran Church for closer relationship,
to wit, “that we declare our willingness to confer with other Lutheran
bodies on problems of Lutheran union with a view towards effecting true
unity on the basis of the Word of God and the Lutheran Confessions;
that a standing committee of five, to be known as the Committee on
Lutheran Church Union, be appointed by the Chair to conduct these con-
ferences; that the terms of the members of this committee be three years,
successors being appointed by the Chair on the expiration of ench term,
at least two members succeeding themselves; that this committee confer
with the other members of the Synodical Conference and keep them in-
formed in this matter.” J. H. C. Frrrz.

Proceedings of the Thirty-First Convention of the California and
Nevada District of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and
Other States. Vol. 1934, No.1l. Concordia Publishing House, St.
Louis, Mo. 16 pages, 6X9. Price, 18 cts.

This report contains the proceedings of the District meeting held at
Oakland, Cal, in June, 1934. All the customary reports and resolutions
are given. The paper read by Dr. W. H. T. Dau, “From Bethlehem to Oli-
vet —the Meaning of Events Nineteen Centuries Ago,” is to appear in
a special pamphlet. P. E. KRETZMANN.
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