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Theological Observer. — Sivdjlid)-Seitgefdidytlides.

I. Xmerika.

Concerning the Lutheran Union. — Shall confessionalism and anti-
confessionalism be merged into a harmonious whole? And since that can-
not be done, shall the union be effected by eliminating confessionalism?
Or will the anticonfessionalists have to abandon their position? These
questions arose in our mind when we read a communication published in
the Lutheran Companion of September 28, 1935, We herewith submit it,
suppressing the name and address of the writer,

“The Augustana Lutheran has been suggested as a substitute for the
present name of our English synodical mouthpiecce. Well, it might be
worse. Personally I don’t like the name Augustana. Though not a veteran,
I can still remember how the near-pioneers at church conventions drawled
out the word. They cven mispronounced synod; it was a nmew word to
them. As they spoke it in Swedish, it almost reminds one of the distant
howl of the wolves of the North woods.

“It was in that region Norclius had his habitat while here on earth.
And it was Norelius who with his overstocked orthodoxy tagged that name
to our synod. He had to import it from abroad. But here is an immigrant
that has never become a naturalized citizen. Friends outside our fold look
somewhat bewildered. How do you pronounce it? What does it mean?

“The founders injected into the name a generous dose of canned con-
fessionalism and that despicable Missouri exclusivism. Both tints, how-
ever, have faded out in recent years. Augustana is equivalent to Lu-
theran; so why call the paper the Lutheran Lutheran? Such an extrava-
gance! Why not wait and see what might come out of the churning process
of Lutheran synods in the next twenty-five years? Or refer the matter to
the centenary convention in Rock Island in 1960. By that time we may
expect a new crop of presidents, editors, and what not.”

The same questions arose when we read the address delivered at the
annual commencement exercises of the Philadelphin Seminary on May 16,
1935, published in the Lutheran Church Quarterly, July, 1935, and came
across these statements: “In America the free and joyous association of
like-minded Christians in congregations of the type they desired has re-
sulted for Lutheranism in a multitude of synods, some of which have had
headaches about the question whether they should fellowship with each
other. ... There is a rustling in the tree-tops to-day, and Lutheran unity
is prominent on the agenda of our conventions and at the dinners of Lu-
theran laymen. More than welcome when and if it comes, but only if it
provides a body adequate for the soul of Lutheranism to-day and expres-
sive of its life, without accretions coming from any structure built to
be the expression of that soul by a former generation as it understood
Lutheranism. . . . There are those still who sing ‘A Mighty Fortress' and
seize upon these words as representing the type of structure needed; and
80 they build a fortress with narrow windows, which are chiefly the outlet
for the guns, to boom forth anathemas upon all who look upon the struc-
ture and venture to question whether the windows ought to be quite so

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1935



Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 6 [1935], Art. 109

Theological Observer. — RirdylicysJeitgefchidtliches. 289

narrow and the door so firmly buttressed. There are those who would
make the edifice an imposing office building with an industrial annex, from
which every movement in the church is carefully regulated and its print-
ing-presses thoroughly scrutinized, so that nothing goes forth without the
sacred imprimatur.” (Pp. 200. 202.) Can there be peace in the family
Where gome stand for strict confessionalism and the others ridicule that
88 “canned confessionalism” and “building a fortress with narrow win-
dows” from which guns “boom forth anathemas"?

Speaking of Lutheran confessionalism, it is indeed by nature “narrow.”
For instance, on the question of the inspiration and authority of the Scrip-
tures it stands for the verbal inspiration and the sole authority of the
Bible and will not tolerate any contrary teaching. The Lutheran Church
Quarterly has been stressing the contrary teaching. So aganin in its last
i"“_e (July, 1035) Dr. T. A. Kantonen, of the Hamma Divinity School,
Springfield, 0., writes: “The orthodoxists of the seventeenth century, who
attempted to preserve in a kind of theological cold storage the insights
of the Reformation, were masters of the art of formula construction, and
the tribe of those who have repeated their formulas is not extinct even
f-l_Hluy. There has thus come to be this stercotyped pattern for discussing
sin: temptation, fall, original sin, actual sin, the punishment of sin, the
forgiveness of sin. ... While this approach has served to list the numerous
Seriptural expressions on the subject, it has failed to give a comprehensive
and _ldequnte analysis of sin. ... Relying upon the theory of the verbal
inspiration of the Bible, it [this method and approach] has overlooked the
Progressive stage in the unfolding of divine revelation and quoted Serip-
ture quite indiscriminately, as though a passage from Genesis had equal
weight with the words of Christ. Rejecting a priori the results even of
constructive historical criticism, the adherents of this approach have re-
garded the stories of the temptation and the Fall as mere historical nar-
rative rather than profound prophetic philosophy of history.” (P.210f.)
The Pricstly Code (p. 217). Deutero-Isaiah (p- 219). “The social needs
are embodied in a code represented as divinely authorized.” (P. 218.)
From the address delivered at the Tenth Annual Gettysburg Seminary
Week, May 8—10, 1935, we quote the following: “Likewise the mind of
to-day is not satisfied by the claim of authority for the Scriptures alone.
« + » It is manifestly the record of experience, which occurred in an age
and place far removed from our own. And it is interwoven with the
cosmology, the mythology, and the ethics of an ancient day, which have
long since been displaced by the onward march of human knowledge and
mastery. We know our universe to be more vast than the writers of the
Bible believed it to be. . . . The Bible, it is affirmed, is not the word of
God in the sense of a verbal, mechanical, literal inspiration. And the
generation to which our preaching is addressed asks for more than the
claim of authority for a Book, a claim which is considerably weakened by
the controversies of those literalists who have constant recourse to the
words infallible and inerrant and who afirm utterly untenable and most
fallible theories of geology, astronomy and millennial events because, say
they, ‘the Bible is an infallible Book.!” (P.255.) “An individual brood-
ing upon some condition of life, meditating upon some truth, communing
with that beyond himself to which he gave the name God, and setting what
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he saw in life into the light of what he perceived through his spiritual
insight, became convinced of a great truth. He felt that the truth thus
communicated was the will of God for him for a people. ‘The word of
God came to him.’ It was the word of God in the soul of a man. He
announced it, and His declaration of it was committed to writing, and
because it had the power to create religious experience, it became the word
of God no longer in the heart of a man, but in a Scripture.” (P.258 f.)
“Secckers for authority in Seripture cannot therefore find it in isolated
portions and texts of the Bible, a procedure often followed in the effort
to prove certain teachings or doetrines. The idea of verbal inspiration and
the practise of literal interpretation may destroy the reality of the Bible's
message. Its authority is not to be identified with the form of the lan-
guage which announces the truth of God, but must be found in the light of
the experience through which the word of God came to the soul of a man.”
(P.260.) “The word, certifying itself in an experience so intimate and
real as the hospitality of host and guest, is the ultimate authority. . . .
This is where Jesus and the writers of the New Testament placed religious
authority: in the message of God certifying itself to the souls of men. . ..
Here the teacher of religion finds his authority. His message is an un-
ceasing ‘Thus saith the Lord,” and he speaks with confidence not because
he quotes a seripture, but because the word of God has found him.”
(P. 263 {.)

There nre Lutherans in America who utterly loathe the doctrine of the
verbal inspiration and the sole authority of Scripture. And there are
Lutherans who loathe this denial, yes, anathematize it. These two parties
cannot dwell peaceably in the same house. How, then, shall a Lutheran
union be effected? Shall Lutheran confessionalism be shown the door!?
Or shall confessionalism rule the Lutheran home? E.

The Large Unionistic Conferences. — Most of us have almost for-
gotten the Lausanne and Stockholm conferences, which created quite a stir
in sectarian circles several years ago. The Lausanne Conference, it may
be well to remind ourselves, represented the so-called “Faith and Order”
movement, while the activities which the Stockholm meeting sponsored are
known as the “Life and Work” movement. The religious press informs
us that at a recent committee meeting it was resolved that the next con-
vention of the “Faith and Order” proponents is to be held the first two
weeks of August, 1037, in Edinburgh, Scotland, while the “Life and Work”
representatives are to meet in Cambridge, England, at the end of July,
1037. The little interval between the two meetings, it is hoped, can be
used for a great joint meeting in London, with spokesmen of both move-
ments on the program. The “Faith and Order” movement, we are told,
deals chiefly with matters of belief and polity; the “Life and Work” move-
ment concerns itself with what is ealled “applied Christianity.”

We mention these things in order that the readers of our journal may
know what these terms stand for when they occur in the daily press. A.

Unionism kat’ Exochen.— The well-known missionary to India
E. Stanley Jones has published a long article having the heading “Chris-
tians of America, Unite.” It appeared in the Christian Century of Octo-
ber 2. He first lays down three fundamental points: “l. that the Chris-
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tiang are the most united body on earth —if they only knew it; 2. that
God is not working particularly or exclusively in any one denomination;
3. that manifestation of this common underlying life is very diverse.”
It will be observed that here there is some gross confusion of the visible
and the invisible Church. Having stressed unity, equality, and diversity
as he thinks they can be observed in Christian denominations, Dr. Jones
proposes a special plan for action. '

“Since we are one in inner life, we will be one in outer expression.
We will therefore drop all the labels that divide us and become members of
‘The Church of Christ in America’ Since we are all members of Christ,
then, we should all belong to ‘The Church of Christ.’ But since we have
& local habitation, we should define it and thus belong to ‘The Church of
Christ in America.’ We are thus unified both in life and in outer effect.
But under this unity we will have an equality and a diversity. This
would be provided for by having many branches, thus, the Presbyterian
branch of the Church of Christ in America, the Episcopal branch, the
Lutheran branch, the Friends branch, the Salvation Army branch, and so
on down the line. Each would be a branch, but only a branch. Not giving
up the name of ‘Church’ attached to each denomination, we would give
up claims to superiority and look upon ourselves and others as branches
of the Church. This would give us an ‘equality, but it would also give us
a diversity, for each branch would retain what it felt was essential to
Tetain. If a branch had bishops and wanted to keep them, that branch
could do so. If it helieved in the immersion of adult believers only, it
would be free to hold to that. It would not be asked to give up anything
which that group felt was an essential principle or practise, nor would
it insist on any other branch’s taking them. In regard to members’' going
from one branch to another branch, each would be free to lay down con-
ditions or no conditions, as it saw fit. Some would freely receive all who
came from other branches without rite or ceremony; some would feel that
they must impose ceremonies under certain circumstances. They could be
free to do as they liked. But if they imposed barriers, they would simply
have fewer people coming into their branch. The freedom to impose con-
ditions or not to impose conditions would also hold good in regard to the
ministry passing from one branch to another.”

This of course is unionism in fully developed form. The plan will
appeal to people who are not anxious to adhere to the Word of God in
every particular. But how about those who remember that Jesus said
to His disciples that they are to teach people to observe all things what-
soever He has commanded them, Matt. 28, 207 A.

An Ardent Antievolutionist. —Dr. R. G. Lee, fighting fundamen-
talist minister of Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, has just launched
another attack on the Liberals, this time picking evolution as his target.
“A man can’t believe in both the Bible and evolution any more than he
can carry water and fire in the same bucket, any more than he can be
dead and alive, awake and asleep, at the same time.” Dr.Lee’s church is
the largest Protestant church in this region and is always packed twice on
Sunday. Whether he is right or not about evolution, it appears that he
takes the right methods for drawing huge audiences. — Christian Century.
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Religion in the Colleges.— *“. . . Undergraduates, then, speaking
Benerally, are o race of people who are about twenty years old in most
secular subjects, but only about twelve years old in religion. They have
& college education in science and art and history and a grade-school
education in nearly all matters that pertain to the faith. They are igno-
rant in the field of religion, and they have studied nearly all secular
subjects apart from religion, so that what little religious experience they
have had is isolated from the rest of their knowledge in o pigeonhole of
its own. Their religion is not housed on the same street with their ideas
of economics, or even their ideas of honesty; it is a sort of country house,
quite remote from the everyday, to which they go for an odd week-end now
and again. . . . I can sce no solution for the problem of undergraduate
ignorance of religion except the simplest solution, and that is to teach
religion to him. . . . But at once there arises the problem of denomina-
tionalism. . . .” (Rev. W.O. Cross, in the Living Church, May 25, 1935.)

“To the Editor: As a student at Harvard College and a candidate for
Holy Orders, I wish to comment on Fr.Cross’s article (L.C., May 25).
I heartily agree with his opinion that our students are utterly lacking in
a knowledge of the faith and that instruction is sorcly needed. This can
be done, in my opinion, better by mnon-parochial priests who are able to
give their whole time to student-work. If our religious orders are unable
to do this (however, we at Harvard are most fortunate in having the
cooperation of the Cowley Fathers at St. Francis House), I should suggest
that we start houses such as Pusey House in Oxford, where mass and
morning and evening prayer are said and where able-minded pricsts in-
struct in the faith. Such houses should have a chapel, a library, and
a common room. It seems to me that we have a fine example of such
work at Princeton under Fr. Crocker. If we are going to convert America,
where is there a better opportunity to start than in our Eastern univer-
sities which include in their faculty and students men from all over the
country? If we are going to convert students, we have got to give them
sound doctrine and not concentrate on social works, as important as these
may be. If Protestantism is declining, as it seems to be doing, here is
our opportunity to present the Catholic faith in its entirety, without the
somewhat rigid philosophy and intellectual conservatism of our Roman
brethren, but nevertheless with all their definiteness and security as
Catholics. — Paul Wissinger.” (L. C., June 29.)

“To the Editor: The letter from a Harvard College candidate for
orders (L.C., June 29) complains that students are not instructed in doc-
trine. Students haven’t anything on the elder communicants of the Church
in this respect, with comparatively few exceptions. Most of us receive
a little instruction in preparation for confirmation when we are eleven
or twelve years old, and that is about the last we ever hear of it. Appar-
ently the idea that a preacher’s business is theology is old-fashioned, and
the pulpit is now used for discourses on social, economic, and political
questions. Is this because the people as a whole are indifferent to theology
and the preachers are trying to give them what they want? —New York
City. Paul U. Farley.” — Living Church, July 20.
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“To the Editor: A letter to the editor of the Living Ohurch on the
subject of Christian religion, I know, may seem & bit odd; for some one
Will say that is the subject of all sermons. To this I cannot agree; for
there are many sermons which have for their main theme something else
than the Christian religion — sociology, psychology, philosophy, political
conditions, etc., so that to-day sermons which deal altogether with Chris-
tian religion from beginning to end and are not controversial are not so
very common. I am so impressed with the splendid sermon delivered at
Trinity Cathedral, Pittsburgh, June 23, by the presiding bishop that I must
say a word of appreciation. Free from appearance of great learning, free
from references to books which marked him a man of great learning, or
quotations of poetry, Dr. Perry quietly and simply and with evidence of
deep earnestness and conviction preached to a crowded congregation on
the priceless value of the Christian religion and made a plea for us to appre-
ciate it and make it more and more a part of our lives. Nothing possibly
could have been simpler. Several comments I have heard from members
-of this congregation indicate their reaction and appreciation of this uni-
versal Christian message; I believe I would echo the sentiment of the
whole congregation in hoping Dr. Perry may long be spared to preside over
our Church and to preach, as he did June 23, the simple Gospel of
Christ. — Pittsburgh, Pa. Theodore Diller”” (L.C., July 20.) E.

Presbyterian Church Withdraws.— The Rev. Dr. Roy T. Brum-
baugh, pastor of the large First Presbyterian Church of Tacoma, has with-
drawn from the Presbyterian Church imn the U. S. A., together with a major-
ity of his elders, deacons, and Sunday-school teachers, and, it is claimed,
& majority of his congregation. Dr. Brumbaugh was charged with insub-
ordination because he refused to resign from the Independent Board of
Foreign Missions. He forestalled a trial by resigning. He and his sup-
Porters have organized the First Independent Church and are meeting in

the Scottish Rite Cathedral, which adjoins the First Presbyterian Church.
Living Church.

Colored Churches Considering United Action. —In the latter part
of August n number of colored denominations met for a convention in
Cleveland, 0. The press reports that the following Negro churches were
represented: African Methodist, African Methodist Zion, Colored Meth-
odist, National Baptist Convention of America, National Baptist Conven-
tion of the United States, Inc., and United American Methodists. In
addition, individual colored delegates had come from the Methodist Epis-
copal, Congregational, and Presbyterian churches. The group called itself
Fraternal Council of Negro Churches. It was the second time that it held
a mecting, having been formed in Chicago a year ago. Its objective is
stated thus: “It secks to become a rallying point for fearless action in
behalf of the interests of our people, where religious beliefs and denomina-
tional interests and ambitions shall not be permitted to enter to divide
our counsels and where partisan and political divisions shall have no place.”
That social justice is the thing sought by these leaders of large groups
of colored people is pointed out by the Christian Century, which reports
at length on the Cleveland meeting, and is evident from this pronounce-
ment of the assembly: “The hour is at hand when the Negro Church
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should unite to challenge fearlessly the faithless stewardship of American
Christianity by submitting it to the test of political, social, and economic
justice, a justice that accepts no peace on the basis of submission, com-
promise, or surrender. Shall the American Negro, whose proudest boast
is the patriotic devotion and loyanlty with which he has defended our flag
in all wars, be less devoted and loyal to the cross of Christ when all that
it stands for in human relations is either openly denied or menaced in
socinl, cconomienl, and political denial with which it is flouted or as-
sailed? . . . We call upon ministers and lay members in all the churches
to cross the boundary lines of their demominationalism to join in the
common task of working in the present to sccure the future peace and
justice not only of our race, but of all underprivileged and oppressed.”
It is easy to see that this movement may soon take on tremendous, far-
reaching dimensions. A.

Southern Presbyterians and the Social Gospel. — While Southern
Presbyterians are known as conservative folk, they cannot withstand the
pressure brought to bear on them by advocates of the social gospel. Their
ministers’ forum nccepted the following statements as representing its
convictions: —

“Any social group that refuses to build on the prineciples of Jesus,
denying, for example, the motivating power of love or substituting class
and race distinctions for brotherhood, is doomed to ultimate failure. It is
our duty as Christians to use every means to see that our social order is
built upon, and permeated with, these principles of Jesus.

“l. We must put into practise in our individual lives these principles.

“2. We must recognize that cconomic inequalities exist in the ranks of
the ministry. We must correct our own ehurches in order to bear a strong
and effective testimony against existing cconomic evils.

“3. We must inform ourselves fully about the world situation and
give oursclves afresh to the study of the Bible's social message.

“4. We must courageously teach and preach the principles underlying
Christ's ideal for every group relationship of life.

“5. We must foster education on social issues on the part of the people
of the Church by formation of study groups in local churches.

“6. We must encourage the formation in our church courts of com-
mittees on moral and social welfare.

“7. We hereby go on record as expressing our belief that war is shame-
ful, barbarous, uncivilized, and utterly unchristian, and we call upon our
ministers, missionaries, teachers, and people to pray for peace.

“8. We must seck to correct racial injustices in the Southland.

“0. We must seck to secure ccomomic security for all classes of our
population.

“10. As the basis for all the foregoing program we must strive with
greater carnestness to bring men to accept Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord and extend His kingdom to the uttermost bounds of the earth.”

A conservative Lutheran cannot help saying that truth and error are
here mixed in helter-skelter fashion. A
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II. Ausland.

Die Berriffenfeit der driftfidhen KRirde. Oieriiber berbreitet fidh bie
Juninummer des ,Luth. Herold”, ded beutfdien Organs der Vereinigten
Lutferifdhen flirdje, in cinem Uctifel, in bem eingebend bie Griinde bazs
gelegt '“_Ctben. bie au ben Trennungen und ¥irgernifien gefiibrt Haben,
Iooran bie Guiere Ghriftenfeit Heute leidet, ja feit Jahrhunderien gelitten
Bat. ©ehr ridhtig legt ber Schreiber bar, dafy an diefer bellagenstverten
Beripaltung die GHriftenfeit felbjt fdyuld ift: fie Dlieb ecben nidjt bBei
bll!_ Cdrift. Selbjtbeloufte Ghrijten Haben fid) nidht von dem Heiligen
Geijt burd) fein Wort erleudjten Iaffen, Baben fich nidht gang unter den
Gehorfam bes Gilaubens beugen tvolfen, fondern Baben alte Jrrtiimer,
borgefafite Meinungen, Gebanten, Ydeen und Einfalle ded natiiclichen, uns
befefrien Menjdjen beibehalten. Eingelne mifverjtandene Vibeljtelen find
aud dem FertzujammenBhang Herausgerifjen und fo einfeitig und iibers
mifig betont mworden, bafy ihr cigentlidjer Sinn entftellt und bic flar ges
offenbarte eilslefre bariiber verfiumt, vernadilaffigt oder gang beifeites
gejdjoben tourde. Soldien Verdrehern der Scirift feblte e8 obendrein an
'{" ?"““f- fo baf fic jid) nidht belehren Iafjen wollten. Hodjmiitig febten
i'f f"f) iiber alle Mahmmgen und Warnungen Hintweg und Hiclten Harts
nadig an ifrem Jrrtum fejt. Sie untertiiflten Glauben und Judt in
ber Stirdje, fo bafy bdiefe fid) gendtigt fand, fie auszujdiliefen. Slndere
fraten felber aus, um ungehindert ifr Wejen treiben gu Ionnen. Dazu
Bat qud) die Sirde nidt immer den Mut gehabt, gegen Jrelehre und Jrre
glauben cin flares, Iriftiged Beugnid@ abzulegen. Man predigt und lehrt
1obl nod) nad) Vibel und Velenninis, aber man f[deut fid), die Wibders
f“_‘ﬁ“ angugreifen. Wer ift fomit {duld an dem gerrifienen Jufjtand bder
-“}}'dk? Nidyt die treuen Wadjter auf Jiond Mauern, nidjt die waderen
Stampfer fiic den wabhren Gllauben und bad reine Vefenninis, nidjt die
treuen Beugen bder unverfiljdjten Walhrheit, fonbern bie faljden Pros
bheten, bic Menfdentvort an Stelle des Worted Glottes fefsen; bie untreuen
Lebrer, die aus Nadyliffigleit und Bequemlidleit ifre Gemeinden in Sturm
und Drang ohne die rechte geijtlidie Waffenciljtung lafjen, Eph. 6, 13—18;
bie jdileciten Weingiriner, die die Jdune nidjt betvalhren oder twobl gar
felber niederreifjen Gelfen, Jer. 12, 10. 11, fo dafj, wer nur ill, Hineins
bredien und bie garten Meben Goites gertreten fann.

. Das find cinige ber Haupigriinde, die der Sdjreiber fiir die Jerrifjens
Beit der duferen Stirdje ober Ghriftenfeit geltend madit. Und twir ftims
men ifim bei, befonbders in dbem einen Punkt, daf die Nirdje nidjt immer
ben Mut gehabt Hat, gegen Srrlehre und Jrrglauben ein Flares, Iraftiges
Beugnis abzulegen. Denn o bdicjes Mare, Irdftige Jeugnis fehlt, inds
befondere Satzeugnis, wenn man namlidy von bemen, bie Bertrennung
und firgernis anridjten, nidt weidyt, Rom. 16, 17, da wird der Rif
nidt gebeilt, fondern fcliehli) nur immer drger. Wber ba nun ber
»Derold” den Scdhaben fo Har erfennt, fo folite er audj bas . Mare, Friftige”
Beugnis gegen bdie Jrrlehrer in der cigenen Mitte redit laut und jdarf ers
fallen Iaffen. JIn ber Vereinigten Lutferifdfen Sirdje find, gerade audy
in ber leppten Beit, bife, ungehirige Dinge borgefommen; eine ungejunde
Prarid mwurde gefiihrt in begug auf Logen und falihe Propheien und
idriftroidrige, unlutherijde Lehre ourde gedulbet, e. g, Leugnung der BVers
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balinfpiration, Synergidmud uftv. Wer mun bdiefe irrigen Dinge ald irrig
exfennt, der muf fih al3 treuen Wadjter auf Jions Mauern geigen, muf
Wader filr @lauben und Vefenntnis impfen. Unfere interfynodalen Sos
utiteen fverben mwenig audriditen, tvenn nidjt die erfenntnisteidjen, treuen
Glicder in ben irrenden Shnobden felbft auf Befferung in Lefre und Pragis
Binacbeiten. Mit fhonen Actileln in Fivlien Jeitidhriften allein ift ber
Cadje nidit gedient; man mufy perfinlid), insbefondere auf Stonferengen,
und o immer Gelegenfeit dagu geboten ivird, den Sampf filr Gotted
gmoti gegen Menfdjentvort fithren. 1Und vor allem muf da fein die redite,
in Gottes Wort gebotene Sirdjendisziplin, nimlicd) daf man [dlicklich alle
Jexlehrer, die Glauben und Judht untergraben, ausidlicht. . .M.

Die ,SHaverei” in Abeffinien. 1lnter den Ynflagen, die Jtalien gegen

Ubeffinien crhebt, fteht aud) die Sllaverei. &3 gele barbarifd u im Hodjs
Iand von abejd); e8 gebe dort unbaltbare Buijtinde; e8 fei Beit, dab
Pumanitit und Jivilijation dorthin gebradit toiicden.
___ Gcbhen ic diefer SMaverei auf den @rund. Wir laffen zuerjt einen
dthiopijdien Diplomaten fpredien, der in moberner Jeit mit der Abjdaffung
ber ©flaverei in Abejfinien Ernjt u maden fudte. Er Hatte mibrend
eined BVefudied in dben Vereinigien Staaten fid) fiir die bon Lincoln durds
ngfi‘lﬁrtt SHavenbefreiung jo begeiftert, dafy er jie nad) feiner Riidfehr in
bie Peimat aud) auf feinen ricjigen Gittern burdjfiihren tollte.

Wihrend der fiberfahrt iiberjepte er die Proflamation Lincolns in feine
NMutterjprade. @leid) nad) feiner Mnbunft rief er feine Hundert SHaven
aufammen, Dielt ihnen cinen Vortrag iiber die Vorgiige ded , Wunbderlanded
Umerila” und erflirie fie nad) Verlefen ber Lincolnfdjen Sipe fiir frei.
»30C feid frei und fonnt gefen, wofin ifr wollt. Jhr fonnt fortan fiic
Lobhn arbeiten und eud) verdingen, an tven ifr wollt”, vertiindbete er ifhnen
al8 Abfduf feiner Ausfiibrungen. Die SHaven fragten jedod) erjtaunt,
lvoBin fie geben follten. ,Sollen mwir arbeiten und Pflichten fibernehmen
toie bie Freien? Wir wollen licber bei Gudy bleiben, Herr. Jhr fonnt
und nidit fo fortjagen. Dentt an die Ehre Gurer Familie. Ihr Habt
bexrfprodjen, und zu erndhren und zu fleiden. Wir wollen nidht bon Cud
gehen.” Die Folge diejer ,Stavenbefreiung” war, daf die Gundert Mann
mit ihren Familien nod) Heute ald ,Sflaven” auf den BVefipungen bded
Betreffenden Stammesfiixjten find. So tweit dies Jeugnis eined ,Stlavens
befreiers”. Wie jteht e8 aber im allgemeinen?

I Abeffinien find bei einer Gefamibevilferung von rund gehn Mils
lionen ettva gwei Millionen SHaven. Fuferlid) unterfdeiden fie fid in
Teiner Weife bon ben Freien. E8 ift Lanbdesjitte, dafy jeber Neidje ober
ieder, ber cttwad auf fid Balt, einige Stlaven bejipt.

Jnfolge ber von Saifer Haile Selajjie getroffenen Mafnafmen ivicd
bie Sllaverei in Abefjinien allerdings automatifd) verjdjivinden, tveil nad
ben neuen LandeSgefeben alle Stinder ald Freic geboren iverdem. Der
Staifer Hat diefen allmibliden Weg zur Vejeitiqung ber SHaverei gewahlt,
toeil bie Aufhebung ber Leibeigenjdaft von Heute auf morgen die gejamte
irtjdaftlide Struftur ded Landed Hiatte untergraben miiffen. Ein iveis
tered8 ®efely fieht die Tobedjtrafe fiir SHavenfondel bor, der allerdings
baburdy IeineStvegsd ginzlid) unterbunbden werden fonnte.

Jn ADDIS Ababa Hat der Siaifer eine borbildlidhe Sule fiir die Sinber
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bon Sflaven eingeridjtet, auf ber fie filr ihr ferneres Qeben eine gediegene
Bilbung erfalten follen. Die Jaglinge diefer Scjule twerben Bei ber Eins
felling in den Gtaatsbienft Devorgugt. Diefe Mafnabme briidt in ges
Wiffer Weife die Dantbarleit der Regierung filr die Treue ber mod) in ber
©Maverei befindlidjen Eltern biefer Stinber aus.

_Der SMlavenfandel und die Raubgiige auf Menfden twerben in erjter
Rinie bon ¥rabern audgefiihct, deren BVorfahren bereitd feit Jahrhunberten
biefem cintrdiglidien Getverbe obgelegen Haben. Go fiihren 3. 9. bie Des
be_utcnbﬂe_n ©llavenbiindler in Ubeffinien ihren Stammbaum gerne auf
Sl_tp_vu Tib, den Deriidjtigten SHavenrduber aud bder Jeit Stanleys unbd
Rivingftones, juriid. Der Bolf3jage gufolge foll er mehr ald eine Million
Menfdyen getdtet Gaben. Nody Geute erzdblen fidh die Cingebornen Schauers
gefdiditen bon den Brutalen fiberfillen ber Vanbde ded vertvegenen Sllabens
Embl'e_ta auf fricblidje Dirfer und Stibte und von den dabei angeridjteten
m!lltf!a_l?em. Oeute lverben bdie SHavenjagben tveniger blutig, bagegen
mit griferer fiberrajdung vorgenommen. Ein Englinbder, Gorden Macs
G_“ﬂbﬂﬁ. bat im Laufe feines fiinfjdhrigen NufentBalted in Abeffinien
{“ql I}uuige: al8 fiinfzehn Fille perfonlid) exlebt, bei denen alleingehenbde
athiopijdhe Midhen von Arabern entfithrt wurden, um fpiter als Slas
bimnen verfauft zu werbden.

Co ftebt e8 alfo mit der SHaverei in Abefjinien. Man ijt dort bon
felbjt auf dem Weg, dafy die Stlaverei berfdivindet.

(%Artur bon dber Thur
in ber ANg. Cb.Luth, Sivdenzeitung, 13. Sebtember 1935.)

The truth about conditions in Germany is not told in the editorial
“Move the Olympics” appearing in the Christian Century of August 7, 1935,
which declares: “No person [in Germany] is safe in the enjoyment of
the most elemental human rights.” Some of the replies to this editorial,
pu_blislmd in the issue of August 21, get nearer to the truth. For instance,
thll_onc: “Sir: Your editorial bears the stigma of cheap propaganda,
inspired by sinister forces of destruction. Every truth-secker returning
from Germany is full of praise for the German people and their great
courageous leader, the greatest German after Martin Luther. Germany
1s the most enlightened nation in the world. Her youth is not seeking
spiritual comfort in the filthy and unclean stories of the Old Testament.
No; they are turning to Germany’s greatest poet and thinker, Wolfgang
von Goethe, who gave the ‘philosophy of unity,’ Germany’s new spiritual
movement (you are permitted to call it neopaganism), a perfect poetic
expression in his immortal poems Faust, Prometheus, and God and the
World, By eternal laws or iron ruled, must all fulfil the cycle of their
destiny. And so, believe it or not, the new Germany is the blessed land
of ‘the good, the true, and the beautiful’ C.H.Ehlers. New York City.”
This letter truthfully portrays the convictions and faith of the neoheathen
scction of the German nation. Another communication, though hardly
exact in every detail, comes very close to the truth in describing conditions
in Germany in general. “Sir: Respecting your hateful editorial any
American who has visited Germany within the past twelve months will
admit that Hitler has performed wonders and there is more law and order
now in Germany than in any other country. There are no gangsters and
no racketeers. There are no strikes and no lockouts, and the only dis-
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contented people are the political parsons and priests. J.J. Williams.
New York City.” The readers of the Christian Century will have to
exercise good judgment, directed by independent investigation, in connec-
tion with what they read in their paper. E.
Der Arianidmus ded Wulfila. Jn ciner Serie bon Artifeln iiber ,Dad
Chriftussild der jungbefehrien Germanen” (. €. L. §1., 6. September 1985)
Tommt der Verfajjer, Prof. D. Sturt Dietrid) SAymidt in Sfiel, aud) auf den
Gubordinatianidmus bed Vijdofs Wulfila (geb. 811; Mifjionsbijdof unter
den Goten; {iberjefser der Wibel ind Gotifdie) gu jprecjen. Obmwohl nad)
Sdmidt Wulfila nidht Arianer im Sinne ded Ariusd fein tollte, fo belveift
dod) fein cigencs, am Sdluf feined Lebend aufgegeichneted und und durdy
feinen Sdiiler Aurentiud diberlicferied ®laubensbelenninis, dafy er fid
gegen bdie Orthoboxen entjdjicden und fid) gur arianij@en Lehre belannt
hat. Sein Glanbensbefenninisd ijt Hodft interefjant. Nad) Sdhmibdis fibers
febung aud dem Latcinifdien lautet e8 fo: ., llfila, Vifdof und Sions
feffor, Gabe immer fo geglaubt, und in diefem alleinigen toabhren Glauben
loerde i) Diniiberfahren zu meinem HCrrn: Jd) glaube, dafy cin Goit
fei, der Bater, allein ungegeugt und unjidjtbar; und an jeinen eingebors
nen Sobn, unjern HErrn und Gott, Vildner und Sdidpfer der gefamten
Streatur, der feineSgleidien nidt Hat (alfo ijt einexr der Gottvater aller,
ber audy der Glott unjers Gotted ijt) ; und an den PHeiligen Geift, die ers
leudjtende und Geiligende Siraft (wie GChriftus nad) der Auferjtehung au
feinen Apojteln fagt: Siehe, id) fende gu eud) den bon meinem BVater Vers
beiffenen; iht aber bleibt in ber Gtadt Jerufalem, bi8 bdajy ibr angetan
werdet mit der Straft aus der Hohe; desgleihen audy: Jhr jollt bdie Siraft
des3 Deiligen Geifted cmpfangen, der auf eud) fommen ivicd, der Iweber
Gott nod) HErr ift, jondern der treue Diencr Chrijti, nidgt ihm gleid),
fonbern in allen Dingen dbem Sohn untertan und gehorfam); und daf
ber Sofn in allen Dingen untertan und gehorfam fei feinem Gott, dem
Bater, und ihm dhnlid), tvie dic Sdrift jogt.” Jn diefem Belenninis
findben jid) alle wejentlidien Glemente ded YArianidmusd: Der BVater allein
ift Gott im wahren Sinne des Worts; bder Sohn ijt Goit nur dhnlid
(duowodioros) und ihm untergeordnef, obiwvohl er unfer Gott ijt; ber
DHeilige Geijt ift nidit Gott und HCrr, fondern nur dic erfeudjtende und
Geiligende Straft (#véoyeea). Den Arianidmus des Wulfila fiihrt Schmidt
auf bie Jbee ded germanijdien VatersSohn-Verhiltnifjes guriid, das fjid
aud) im ,Deiland”, wo Srijt Gott ald Gefolgdmann bient, findet. Bon
biefem germanijdien Gejidhtdpuntt aus betvadjtet, wiirde ihm die Trinitdt
au ciner Art gottlidGer ,Sippjdaft”, in der 8 tirflidy cine jtrenge Sons
derung ber Perjonen gab. Sdymidt jdreibi: ,1m bdie jaubere Sonderung
ber gittlidhen Perfonen aber ging e8 gerade Wulfila, wie und Augentiud
fdhilbert.” Dod) bezabhlte, wie Shmidt weiter ausfithet, Wulfila bie grofere
Unfdaulichfeit mit cinem Hohen Preid: er Hatte nun zwei micllidy ges
trennte (Gstter, cinen oberen Vater-Gott und einen juborbinierten Sobns
Gott. — Der Mobernidmud wie aud) dad nen entftehende Heidentum in
CGuropa (nidt nur in Deutjdlandl) riidt die Lebre bon der Beiligen Dreis
einigfeit iieber ind Jentrum. E8 Ivdre niilid), wenn Ivic und die Sdirifts
Iebre bon ber Trinitdt genauer bergegenivirtigien, bejonders bas ftubiers
ten, a8 Luiher Hierilber fo trefflidy ausgefiifrt Hat. J. T M.
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“Das Evangelische Deutschland” provides us with the following
authoritative statement concerning Jews in Germany: —

Dr. Conti, the Prussian privy-councilor, in a speech delivered in the
High School for Politics, touched upon the subject of how many Jews were
living in Germany to-day. He explained that quite frequently the erro-
neous opinion is being disseminated that there have always been only
600,000 Jews in Germany. This figure can be traced back to 1912, when
only adherents of the Jewish confession were classified as Jews. Actually
there were 2,500,000 non-Aryans at that time. This figure in the mean
time has decreased to 1,600,000, and in fact to-day there are in Germany
500,000 Jews who are of orthodox faith, 300,000 Jews of unorthodox faith,
and 750,000 Jews of mixed blood and faith. N.L.C.B.

A New Gospel Fragment. — The British Muscum, through Messrs.
Bell and Skeat of its staff, has published a newly found fragment of an
unknown gospel, on which Dr. Goodspeed of Chicago reports in the Living
Ohurch. The fragment refers to incidents that have their basis in John 5,
Mark 1, Mark 12, and probably other sections. It is held to come from
the year 160 A. D. and is declared by Dr. Goodspeed to be the oldest
manuseript of Christian literature thus far found. It is quite evident that
we are here dealing with an apoeryphal gospel. Other apocryphal gospels
to which it may be related are the Gospel of the Hebrews, the Gospel of
the Egyptians, and the Gospel of Peter. On the matter of relationships
Dr. Goodspeed says: “With one or another of these three famous old gospels
the new fragment is probably to be identified. The London editors, it is
true, think differently, though they admit that it may possibly be from
the Gospel of the Egyptians. All three of these gospels refer to Jesus as
‘the Lord,’ as does the fragment. The fragment's vocabulary is almost
entirely that of our cvangelists. In the closcness of its dependence upon
their materials it approaches most nearly to Peter. We must sharply dis-
sent from the notion that ‘it represents a source or sources independent
of those used by the synoptic gospels’; in fact, I can hardly imagine how
any one could have obtained such an impression from a comparison of
the fragment with our gospels; it is so obviously based directly upon
them and upon little or nothing else.

“It is equally unfortunate to ‘suggest for serious consideration the
question whether it may be, or be derived from, a source used by’ the Gos-
pel of John. On the contrary, it is unmistakably based upon that gospel;
of this there is no shadow of doubt.

“But what could possibly be better than this clear evidence that by
150 A, D.—the declared date of the papyrus —a document could have
been written in Egypt, perhaps in Upper Egypt, that showed the use of
our fourfold gospel? That is the chief significance of this fragment, which
has strangely eluded its editors.

“Our four gospels were united into a quartet probably about 125 A.D.
The Preaching of Peter, Second Peter, the Gospel of Peter, Papias of
Hierapolis, the recently found Epistle of the Apostles, and Justin Martyr —
all knew the fourfold gospel. To these early witnesses we may now con-
fidently add the new British Museum fragment; even though later dis-
coveries may possibly cause us to merge it with the Gospel of Peter. It is
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a pity that its skilful editors should have missed what is undoubtedly the
main bearing of their discovery — the dependence of the new fragment upon
the fourfold gospel, the collected corpus of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John. But we must thank them for the speed with which they have pro-
duced this handsome edition and provided New Testament students with
this very significant text.” A.

Why Does the Pope Not Stop the WarP — This is an embarrassing
question to Roman Catholics. Pope Pius wishes to be considered an ardent
champion of peace. Besides, there are many members of his communion
who have denounced Italy’s attack on Ethiopia as a brutal, wanton crime
against humanity. Furthermore, in Italy the Roman Catholic religion is
the state religion, and its rulers are at least nominally Roman Catholics.
Why, then, does not the Pope, the head of the Catholic Church, call his
children to order and forbid their violation of the commandment “Thou
shalt not kill”? The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, Hinsley,
tries to shicld the Pope by describing him as “a helpless old man” in the
present situation. He says furthermore, as quoted in the Christian Cen-
tury, that the Pope as head of the Church “has no grounds to interfere in
purely political matters unless he be invited.” The Pope’s predicament is
portrayed in these words of that archbishop: “The Holy Father’s choice
is between two evils: either he must condone what the world regards as
a monstrous injustice and a violation of international compacts and trea-
ties, or he can denounce his neighbor (i.e., Italy) as o lawbreaker. He
will never condone an injustice. If, on the other hand, he denounces his
neighbor as a breaker of treaties and a brigand, he will put a grievous
burden on the consciences of such subjects of his neighbor as believe that
neighbor to be right.” The Christian Century aptly remarks: “The Pope’s
strength as an authority is his weakness ns o moral leader. Claiming
absolute and divine authority, he dare not exercise it upon a formidable
minority lest his prestige be weakened by open resistance. In a controversy
with the State about the prerogatives of the Church he ean unleash all
his thunderbolts in defense of the institution; and so successive Popes
kept the kings of Italy excommunicated for years in protest against the
sin of despoiling the Papacy of its temporal sovereignty. But on a ques-
tion of morals unrelated to the prerogatives of the Church — such a ques-
tion as is presented by the massacre in Ethiopia for the building of an
empire —he must be silent for fear of laying too heavy a burden on the
consciences of those who do not agree with him and for fear of disturbing
that delicate politienl arrangement upon which rests the stability of the
newly regained temporal sovereignty.” Archbishop Hinsley certainly is
right when he speaks of the Pope as “a helpless old man.” A,

Professor Barth Goes to Basel. — The famous Prof. Karl Barth has
accepted a position as professor of theology at the University of Basel
in Switzerland, his native country. German government authorities have
since informed him that his presence in Germany is considered undesirable.
It is reported that he had been booked for a series of lectures to be de-
livered at a theological conference at Barmen. He arrived to keep the
appointment, but was put under arrest and sent back to Switzerland.
Evidently the message which he was expected to deliver was not considered
an asset for the Nazi state.

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1935

13



	Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1645475406.pdf.352AJ

