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Theological Observer. — Rirdjlid)-Beitge|didhtliches.

I. Amertka.

The Missouri doctrine of election is brought to the attention of
the readers of the Zutheran Church Quarterly of January, 1035, in con-
Bection with & review of Emil Brunner's The Mcdiator. Dr. John Aberly
of Gettysburg takes occasion to write: “It is at this point that the doc-
trine of election, though this is not discussed in this volume, comes in.
If faith alone knows Him (Christ) as divine, and if this faith itself is
the work of grace, how can we escape this doctrine, be it that of Calvin

or of Luther as perpetuated by Missouri?” (P.81.) We cannot suppress
the following remarks: —

1. Why bring up this matter here? Those who abhor the Missouri
doctrine of election have of course a perfect right to give voice to their
objections. But there was certainly no occasion to bring up this matter
in the connection in which it is brought up.

2. The business of bringing together the Lutheran synods of America
requires, among other things, that certain misconceptions and misunder-
standings be removed. We have been striving for years to disabuse the
minds of men of the notion that the teaching of a particular election
smacks of Calvinism. The fact that Calvin taught a particular election
and that Luther taught a particular election does not make the Calvinistie
and the Lutheran doctrines related doctrines. The Lutheran election of
grace, of grace in Christ, differs toto coclo from the Calvinistic absolute
election and double predestination (including an election of wrath). People
must learn that the doctrine of Luther ns perpetuated by Missouri is
& sweet and comforting doctrine, ascribing the salvation of the sinner
“"!! to the grace of God, “who hath saved us and called us with a holy
calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,” 2 Tim.
L,9. We do not want to escape that doctrine. Keep awny from the
grievous error of Calvinism, but keep close to the doctrine of the election
of grace. (Cp. p. 540 of this journal.)

3. Is our charge that n number of Lutheran theologians are teaching
synergism based on a misunderstanding? If we understand Dr. Aberly cor-
rectly, he says that, if one would escape the doctrine (of election), be it
that of Calvin or of Luther as perpetuated by Missouri, he must deny that
faith itself is the work of grace. Does he mean to say, Since faith is the
work of grace, we cannot escape, but must accept the Missouri doctrine
of election? We hardly think so. His sympathies do not lie with Missouri.
Then this is his teaching: Faith is not from beginning to end the work
of pure grace; for, unless faith is the result partly of God’s gracious
work and partly of the exercise of man’s free will, we will have to accept
the teaching of the eternal election. — Are we wrong in charging Dr. Aberly
with synergism, with teaching that faith is not entirely the work of grace?

55 E.
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Moody Bible Institute.— The Moody Bible Institute at Chieago is
an old and well-known church institution of a conservative type amidst
the modernistic churches of our day. In an address given before the Bap-
tist Ministers’ Mecting at New York City in May of this year, the Rev.
James M. Gray said some things in reference to the origin and purpose of
the Institute which will interest our readers.

We quote from the October issue of the Moody Monthly: “The Moody
Bible Institute of Chicago is, I belicve, the oldest institution of its kind
in the United States or anywhere clse, for which reason it is sometimes
called the mother of Bible institutes. But I wish to say that its founder,
D. L. Moody, never dreamed of it as a protest agninst denominationalism or
as a rival or competitor of theological seminaries. I knew D. L. Moody
well, and for the last seven years of his life I was more or less closely
associated with him in his educational and evangelistic work at Northfield,
Chiecago, and eclsewhere. He believed in the churches as such and always
worked with them. His membership in the Congregational Church was
retained until his death, and he believed in its polity and sustained its
activities. . . . Our students are encouraged to maintain their loyalty to
their churches wherever it is possible to do so consistent with loyalty to
God’s truth. ... Although he was uneducated in the schools, yet Mr. Moody
firmly believed in an educated ministry. . . . The purpose of Mr. Moody
was not to establish a school for ministers or pastors. He thought only
of lay workers. He had in mind men and women of more advanced years
who had been denied scholastic opportunities in their youth, but who with
a knowledge of the English Bible, gospel music, and practical methods of
Christian work, especially personal work for souls, might be equipped for
better service in their churches and in the slums and destitute places of
our great cities. . . . The influx of pastors and ministerial aspirants that
soon began to swell the student roll of the Institute and which has con-
tinued to do so was a profound surprise to Mr. Moody and his collaborators.
And this brings me to the point of saying that the theological seminaries
themselves are largely to be charged or credited, as you may choose to
put it, with the increase of that class of students in the Moody Bible
Institute in these latter years.... The minimum educational qualification
for the admission of students to the Institute remains where Mr. Moody
Placed it—a grammar-school training or its equivalent. But cireum-
stances are making this minimum qualification almost a dead letter, as
our students are now coming to us from high schools and with a steadily
increasing percentage of college, university, and seminary men and women.
We teach Hebrew and Greek to-day, Christian philosophy and psychology,
church history, systematic divinity, homiletics, and related subjects. And
we have felt obliged to add these subjects to our curriculum because so
many young men, instead of going to the seminary, are coming to us for
;h;;: preparation for the Christian ministry at home and on the foreign

elds.”

Speaking of what some seminaries do not supply in their instruction,
the Rev. Mr. Gray says: “And what is it that the seminary does not
supply? I can only judge by that which our students and others say.
One thing it does not supply is a knowledge of the content of the English
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Bible as a whole. In other words, it does not qualify its students to
rightly divide the Word of Truth. To illustrate, the men and women who
come to us believe the Bible to be God's Word throughout, whose human
writers were so inspired and controlled by Him as to be kept from error
in that which they recorded. . . . Concerning the person of Christ our
students come to us believing not only that He ‘was God manifest in the
flesh,’ but also that He was ‘conceived by the Holy Ghost and born of the
Virgin Mary.’ . . . Furthermore, they believe that Christ arose from. the
dead in the same body in which He suffered, and they regard as heresy
the teaching which makes the resurrection nothing but a survival of the
soul after death. The miracles of Christ are to them not ‘mighty works’
only, but miracles, not to be explained on any natural basis whatever, but
to be regarded as supernatural throughout.”

Finally, the Rev. Mr. Gray says: “There are two other precious truths
of Beripture whose teaching in the Bible institutes does more to attract
truly saved Young men and women than any others. The first is the
premillennial coming of Christ, personally and visibly, for the translation
of the Church, which is His body, to meet Him in the nir, and for the
setting up of His kingdom on carth. ... The second of these truths con-
cerns the person and work of the Holy Spirit. All our students do not
expect to be a Wesley, a Spurgeon, or a Moody, but they feel convinced
that those men possessed a knowledge of, and an experience in, the Holy
Spirit, which gave them spiritual power, which made them soul-winners,
lndl;"l'lieh geparated them from the nims and methods and spirit of the
world.

If we should be asked briefly to charncterize the Moody Bible Institute,
we would say that it teaches and defends the doctrines of the Reformed
churches over against Modernism, which has found its way into many
of t_heso churches. However, since the Moody Bible Institute not only
receives students from various church denominations, but also in turn
supplics churches of different doctrinal standing with pastors, it is union-
istic and therefore in spite of its conservatism along certain lines does
not in the final analysis absolutely insist upon a strict line of demarca-
tion between truth and error, between what Seripture teaches and what it
does not teach; although the Moody Bible Institute professes to accept the
Seriptures as God's inspired Word, it still is willing to leave a margin for
the differences of human opinion in doetrinal matters. J.H.C.F.

Methodist Leaders approve Merger. — “An epoch-making event so
far as American Methodism is concerned oceurred in Chicago recently
when representatives of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, and the Methodist Protestant Church met and
drew up a proposed constitution calling for a union of the three bodies.
If the combination is finally effected, it will form probably the largest,
numerically, Protestant denomination in the entire country. Constitutional
procedure for effecting the union will require probably five years. Under
the proposed constitution six jurisdictional conferences would be set up.
The constitution proposed regional administrative units and regional elec-
tion of bishops, a departure from traditional Methodist policies. Present
Methodist bishops will remain in office under the plan, but several new
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bishops will necessarily be elected. Greater autonomy for foreign mission
jurisdictions is provided for under the plan. Leading representatives of
all three units of the Methodist Church involved in the proposed union
were present at the three-day session at the First Methodist Chureh,
Evanston. The plan for & union of the groups has been under considers-
tion for a quarter century. The break between the Northern and Southern
groups resulted from the Civil War.” — Living Church, August 24, 1035.

Is the Catholic Church Changing Its Attitude toward Prot-
estantismP — This subject is touched upon by Adolph Keller, the general
sccretary of the International Christian Socinl Institute at Geneva, in an
article appearing in the Living Church under the heading “A Change in
the Relations between Catholies and Protestants on the Continent.” He
holds that in Germany, France, and Switzerland there is a sort of rap-
prochement between Catholies and Protestants, while in Italy, Austria, and
Poland this is not the case. Concerning France he says that in its popula-
tion of forty million people there are hardly ten million Roman Catholics
and one million Protestants. The remaining twenty-nine millions con-
stitute an enormously large mission-field. That there is & change in French
Roman Catholic thinking about Protestants, he holds, is evident from the
new Dictionnaire Theologique Catholique, which “gives n mueh more tol-
erant and sympathetic judgment on the Reformation than former utter-
ances have done and refleets at the same time a rebirth of the best in
Roman Catholic piety.” In Germany, too, on nccount of the common enemy,
ncopaganism, Dr. Keller finds Catholics and Protestants drawing closer
together. It is true that Karl Barth stated of Roman theology that it is
“confounding human work with God’s work and is therefore the product
of the Antichrist,” while the Pope, in an encyclical letter as late as
April 21, 1934, proclaimed the old position that “outside the Roman
Church there is no Christianity or only a mutilated kind”; but “one can
hear from pious Roman Catholics that they admire the eourage with which
the confessional Protestant Church is defending the Christian heritage.”
Concerning the situation in Germany, Dr. Keller writes furthérmore: “The
mutual gains and losses by individual conversions may be more or less
equal. The gain from mixed marringes is to the benefit of the Protestant
Church. The political advantages are on the Roman Catholic side since
the conclusion of a Concordat, whose pacifying effect is, however, not yet
quite manifest.” It may be that history is repeating itself and that the
irenical spirit of Sailer and Boos, which was influential more than a cen-
tury ago, is being revived, but it will be remembered, too, that this de-
velopment of tolerant views was followed by n stern reaction, which cul-
minated in the dogmas of the immaculate conception and papal infallibility.

A

Compromising Ambiguity. — According to the Australian Lutheran
the Presbyterians (presumably in Australin) have drawn up a brief state-
ment of their faith which is quite remarkable for the lack of clarity on
important points. The article referring to God reads: “The Church, know-
ing God through Jesus Christ, His Son, and through the working of His
Spirit in the lives of believers, confesses and adores one God— Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.” The editor of the Australian Lutheran aptly re-
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ﬂlrhthtthmllnomhreneahmtoth'rﬂnlty. The paragraph per-
taining to the Scriptures has this wording: “The Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments, given by inspiration, declare the Word of God and
record the unfolding of His gracious purpose of redemption, which is ful-
filled in Jesus Christ.” It is easy to see with what little difficulty a Mod-
ernist can place himself on such a platform and adopt it as his own. A.

Death of Greek Patriarch. — Meletios Metaxakes, the Greek Ortho-
dox Patriarch of Alexandria and recently one of the candidates for the
patriarchal throne of the Greek Orthodox church in Jerusalem, died in
Alexandrin, Egypt, on July 29. Patrinrch Meletios, whose spiritual sub-
jees at one time numbered almost 200,000,000, including 125,000,000 in
Russia, was well known in the United States ns o consistent advocate of
unity among the Apostolic communions. — Christian Century.

A Friend of Religious Liberty Deceased. — Through the death of
Bishop Sumner, the head of the Episcopal churches in the State of Oregon,
the cause of religious freedom has lost a staunch friend and supporter.
In the school controversy which raged in Oregon in 1022, when the attempt
was made to do away with private and parochial schools, he did not hesi-
tate to brand this attempt as “an unwarranted and unjustified invasion

of the civil and religious liberty of the citizens of the State” He died
September 4, sixty-one years old. A

II. Auslaud.

SKundgebungen ber Deutfden Ghrijten, der deutfden Heiben undb ber
beutidien Qutherancr. Unbinger der Glaubensbetvegung deutidher Chriften
Tiefen fich, toie bie ,Alg. Ev.-Luih. K3.“ vom 9. Augujt beridjtet, in einem
ﬂofit.lblenit von dem Predbiger bden Piveifrontenfrieg jdjilderm, bem bdie
ﬂ“qﬂntt Deutfdhen Chrijten gegen Statholifen und Velenninispartei auf
bﬂ:_emm €eite filbren, dic ihr Deutiditum 3u teit Hinter ihr Chriftentum
!f“:‘“!ifﬁm- und gegen bie deutjde Gllaubendbetvegung auf ber andern
Ceite, bie in ben umgelehrien Fehler verfillt. Die Deutfden Chrijten
k_ﬁm bagegen bic redite Werbindung gefunden: fie berfdireiben fidy dem
Bilfrer al8 Sdjspfer bes Dritten Neidjed reftlod und riidhaltlos, und ebenjo
tejtlos umd riidbaltlos toerfen fie jid ihrem Perrn und Heiland in bdie
frme. ., . Die folgende Rede von Dr. Geifotv gipfelte in bem Gebanten,
bajj bie Offenbarung in Ehriftus das redjte ,Wic”-BVerjtandnis ded fozialen
Cmpfindens, ben Sogialismus, qebrad)t Gabe, den Ivir mit dem recjien
»38“+Berftinbnis, Perfonlicleitabegriff, Jnbdividbualismus, verbinden jollen.
'-?ltit Berbinbung, die das jiidifdje BVolt nidht vollzog, Tennzeihnet den Na-
tionalfogialismus; alfo ift ber Ghrijtusgeijt in beutfder Form in im lebens
big getorden. . . . Die Dentjden Ehriften fragen nidht: BVift dbu Iatholijd
ober evangelif)? fonbern: Glaubjt du an bas civige Deutjhland, und
glaubft bu an bdie Siraft, die wickt durd) unfern Herrn und Heiland? Das
iit ba8 eingige Welenninis, das wir Geute notig Haben.

x Die Unhinger der Deutfden Gilaubensbetwegung twollen Heiden fein.
Die .Alg. Cv.-Luih. 3.“ bom 16. Augujt teilt folgende in ifrem Blatt
»Blig" verdffentlidhte Sundgebung mit: ,.Ein neued Feuer ift in Deutids
lond entflammt, . . . eine neue, Beilige Flamme glitht in ber deutjden
Jugend. . .. 1ns Bat bie drijiliche Sirdhe mit ihren mittelalterlihen Eins
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ridfungen nidjts mehr gu fagen. Wir Jungen twollen nidjts mehr mit
eltfremben Pajtoren gu tun Haben. MWir fennen fein Heiligeres Land ald
Dentjdland. Wi fennen Ieine Heiligeren Mianner ald die Helden deutfder
Gejdidgte. Wi wollen nidhtd8 mehr von Abrafam und Co. wiffen. . . .
Man mag und ald Heiden und Steper verfdreien. Dasd find Ehrennamen
filc un8, Wir find ftolz, nad gwslfiundert Jahren
frembder Sefre dic exften ,Peiden’ gu feinl” Diefe Neus
Beiden find iibrigend nidt blofy in Deutidhland cinfeimifdy. .Die Deutide
Cuangelijdje Storrefpondenz’, Nr. 26, fdjreidt iiber dad ausldndifhe Meus
Heidentum: ,Die fogenannten ,neubeidnifden* Strdmungen, bdie gegens
lodrtig in Deutfdland jo viel bon fid) reben madjen und die eine deutfdys
feindlidy cingeftellte Preffe jo gern ald deutfdie Cigentiimlidjleit darzuftellen
Bejtrebt ijt, find feincSwegs auf Deutjidland bejdjrintt. MWie feinereit
Haedel, Oftwald und ibr Sreis, die vor einigen dreifjig Yahren bas Chriftens
tum verniditen und Deutjdland mit einer neuen, damals natuctvifjenjdafis
lid) aufgemaditen Neligion begaben twollien — tvie jdmell ijt bad alled
vergefjen worden —, jehr bald aud) anbdersivo Scule madjten, fo geht Heute
ein jogujagen ,Beidnifder Jug durd) die Welt. Jn Ungarn bat fid
cin Streis gujammengefunden, der, in den Vahnen der Humnijden Afnen
wanbdelnd, bie althunnijdje Mythologic neu gu beleben ftrebt und ed auf
widentlidhe Opferfeiern u Ehren des fiythifdhen Sriegdgotted Habdur abs
gejehen Bat.  Hicr Haben aud) die nbhinger der meuen Jeitredymumg, von
ber Dereitd beridjtet mourde, die die Weltgejdhidhte um Attila ordnet, ibre
geiftige Heimat.  Grofe Crjolge Hat das Hunnijde Neubeidentum bisher
nod) nidht gu vergeidmen. Die erjte ,Padurfeier” der lngerifdh-Gldubigen
erregte fofort weithin dirgernis. . .. ud) in P olen toird, wie bie Lobger
nireic Preffe™ mitteilt, fiir ein, diedmal urflawifdes, Heidentum getvorben.
Unter der rabifalen biduerlidhen Jugend, dic in der Wercinigung ,Siew*
aufammengejdlofien ijt, ijt unldngjt die Gruppe ,,Wici entjtanden. Dieje
predigt, dafj nur die ,nfniipfung an bdie urflamwijden Trabditionen bie
moride polnijdie Gefelljdhaft retten Ionne, dic von dem fid) erfependen
Chriftentum vergifiet tourde”. J[n dem Vlatt der Gruppe Beifst e3: ,Dad
Chrijtentum ijt nur nod) ein Fricdhof, der feit dem Mittelalter immer
mebr erftarct.” n den Lluremburgifd gebornen Glauben” der
Axbeitdgemeinfdiaft der Mugemburgijdien Glaubensbewegung, von bder Ans
fang 1034 in ber Preffe die Rede war, darf man in diefem Jujammenhang
toofl auc) erinnern.' (Alg. Ev.-Luth. $iz., 5. Juli.)

BWas tun die deutfden Lutheraner? Die ,Ev.-Luih. Freilivde”
bom 11. fuguft Beridhtet iiber dem im Juli jtattgefundencn ., Luiherijden
Fag”. ,E8 mwaren Verireter anwejend aus Iutherijfien Landestirdjen,
Tutherifdhen Freificdien und aus der lUnion. . . . Fiir und Haben befonbere
Bedeutung bie Ausfiilhrungen von Prof. D. Sajje, Erlangen, und die ded
Prdfidenten ded Oberlircdhenfollegiums der Vreslauer Freilirdje D. Dr. Nagels.
©affe trat nadbdriidlidy filr dad alte Iutherijhe Vefenninid ecin, aud fiic
ba8 Bertverfungsurteil der [utBerijdien Velenninididiriften gegen die Mes
formierten, mit benen er allerdings ifrofdem bdie enge Stampfgemeinjdaft
aufredjterhalien iviffen tvollte. Won anderer Seite wurde beantragt, den
steformiecten Vritdern® die Abendmafhldgemein{daft nidt au
bertveigern. Der Antrag wurde Furiidgezogen, ,nadjdem Prof. D. Sommers
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Tth, Reipgig, darauf Gingetviefen Gatte, daf eine fo fdivierige Frage ivie
die be_: Ubendmallsgemeinfdhaft nidht Iurgechand erledigt fvexden Ionne
unb bilefe. St diefe Frage wirllidh fo jdivicrig? Fiir Luiber, deflen Ge-
fviffen in Gottes flavem Wort gebunden twar, fwar 3 ,erjidredlicy gu Horen,
bc[_s beibe Teile cinerlei Satrament nefuen follten und Hierbei der eine
eil glaube, ex empfafe bloges Brot, der andere, er empfahe den twahren
£eib Chrifti’, . . . Mit D. Nagel ftinunen i iiberein, wenn er betont, ,dah
bie [utferifde Stirde aud) eine Unionsaufgabe Habe, aber freilid) nidjt bdie
Yufgabe, burd) Abjdleifung der vorhandenen Sonfefjionsuntecidjicde auss
geldjcnb und berijdhend zu tvirfen, jondern bvielmehr die, mit treuem
Seftbalten an bem lauteren Vefenninid des durd) Glotte3 Gnade ifr ges
Mltn'!len redjten  Gvangeliumaverjtindnifjes bem RLeibe Chrijtt auf Erden
au bu_men, bamit ¢8 einmal gu der rechten lnion fommre, die nie auf Stonts
promifie givijden Wahrheit und Jrrhum aufgebaut werden bdarf, fondern
a!!:m auf dber Wafheheit des Cuangeliums’. Aber dbarum bdiirfen wir audy
‘_]“I)f 'lmﬂllﬁﬂeinrod)m Tajfen, worin wir mit ifin und den Breslanern nidjt
u&::cm!ﬁnmmn. Dasd ijt vor allem die Auffafjung, ald ob die ,Vriiber in
ber ltmo.n‘ fhon badurdy ,Iutferijdfe Stirche’ mwerden tviirden, daf fie fid)
unter ein rein Iutherifdhes Sicdenvegiment’ jtellten.” Aber audj der
Standpuntt it verfehrt, ,daf man giwar entjdicben gegen die preufifdfe
llmolushrdjc tampft al8 gegen cine Stirdje, ,in der 3war audy luiherijdy ge-
Pl:thll_ texden darf, aber nidit iiberall gepredigt werden muf’ . . ., aber
nidit fieht, dafy diefe Wejdhreibung aud) auf die ,Iutferijdhen’ Landestirdjen
in unjerm Baterland gutrifit, tropbem in ihnen bad [utherifde Velenntnisd
3u Recit bejteht'. . . . Gleivify ,n i @) t wad in einer Sirdje gepredigt ivers
den Darf’, ijt ausjdilaggebend fiic die Veurteilung ihred BVelenninisjtandes,
aber aud) nidjt ,2was in ihr gepredigt werden muf§’, jondern mwas
" ibr fatjadilich gepredigt mird Nidt utherijhes Nirdfenreginment’,
!“‘Jt das ,Buredjtbeftchen’ des Vefenntnifjed entidjeidet, jondern die twirllidy
im ’E_ct;lmnﬂc gehende difentlidje Lehre und die ihr entiprediende Pragis.
m_(flfl!!er ald ein Stivdjenregiment, das anf bdad Iutherijge Vefenninid vers
pilichtet ift, find wicllich Tutherifdie Gemeinben.” E.

Lutherifdie Arianer? Stann c8 jo ctivas geben? Gin ehrlidjer Arianer
!‘_'_““ fid) Doch micht [utherifd memmen. Und ecin anjtindiger IutBerifder
Stivdientdcper dulbet feinen rianer in feiner Mitte. Was aber bei ehrs
lien Reuten nidit miglich ijt, das Lringt der Unionidmus fectig.

) »Die Werjdjiedenfeiten unter denen, tweldie auf bie Augujtana vers
bitiditet find, jind gum Teil fo eifreidjend, dafy fie nidit mehr innerhalb
de8 Mahmens liegen. Die Differengen unter denen, welde auf die Augu-
ftana verpflichtet find, Degichen fid) auf das, was drijtlid au fagen ijt, ehe
man bie Mugujtana aufjdlgt. Wir gelhen von diametral enigegengefelten
Eomu_il’tblmgen aus, diec ed und zlvar ermiglidien, bon unjexm Stanbort
aud die Augujtana gu bejalhen, dic e8 jedoch mit {ich bringen, Daf unfere
Behauptungen trols teiltoeife gleidjionendber Worte gegenteiligen [nhalt
baben. $er Bier nod) bon einem consentire de doctrina evangelii fpredien
Wollte, weil bodj die Yugujtana ,in Geltung’ ift, lebt unter dbem Bann
emer Filtion. Die in ciner Kirdhe ungedinderter Augsburgifdher Stonfefjion
ufammengefafiten und auf dieje verpflichteten THeologen eint oft nidt eins
mal mebr ber Urtifel I der Stonfejfion, der bor vierhundert Jahren nody
als gemeinfamer Boden mit den Romifchen gelten fonnte.
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» 30 ill dad an ztvei Veifpiclen zu geigen verjuden: Die ebangelifhen
Theologen Nugsburger Stonfefjion Haben fidh mehr und mefr auf den Stands
puntt geftellt, dafy bdie in Artilel I der Yuguftana borgetragene KTrinitdtds
Iehre auf philofophifjdie BVorftellung zuriidgele, tweldje toir Heute nidht melhe
3u teilen bermigen. Sie Haben, befonbers folveit fie ,pofitib® waren, ges
meint, baf diefer Difjend in ber Trinititslehre 8 nidt Hinbere, dafy man
in ber NRedjtfertigungslehre dennod) mit dben Watern einig fein Ionmne. So
Tonnte ¢8 lommen, baf man trofy ded AGfalld8 bon ber Stardinallefre bed
Chriftentuma den Anfprudy erhob: Wic find mit dben Reformatoren in ben
»Dauptpunften ber Lefre’ durdjaus cinig. Dafy man trof der gleidlautens
ben Formulierungen in der Redhtfertigungslehre verjdjicbened meinen mufte,
bafy man nidit innerBalb, fondbern auferhalb bder Augsburgifden
Stonfefjion bdiffentierte, licgt auf der Hand. Diefe Urt des consentire de
doctrina evangelii ijt cine grobe Fiftion.

»39 Din oft bed lnionidmus und ded Siryptocalbinidmus gegichen
torden. Jd) meine, an diefer Stelle dariiber ein Wort fagen zu milffen.
I will e8 nidit crivagen, wenn Theologen, deren TrinitdtsSlehre fidh mit
ben Welenninifjfen der VWiiter — vom pojtolifum bis gur Solida Decla-
ratio — auf dauerndem Siviegdfufy befindet, fih Herausnehmen, im Namen
bed LQuibertums gegen bden calviniftijdien Glottesbegriff gu Felde gu liegen
und dabei Tutherijdy-fonfejjionelle Gemeinjdjaft mimen. Diefer Sonfenjud
und diefer Difjenfusd ijft cin did aufgelegter Scdivindel, wenn e fidh um
tifiende ThHeologen Handelt. 1fiber Nichtwiffen fann man Hinwegfehen. Den
Wiffenden aber fage idh: Cin Luthertum ded Paulud von Samofata ijt eine
nidjtegiftente Grdfe. Andererfeits aber bleibe id) babei, dafy, twer da fwill
felig werden, bor allen Dingen (ante omminlll) bden redjten driftlichen
Glauben Haben mufs. Diefer ift, nad) feiner Auspragung im Athanafias
nmum, Beute cin feltened Glewidys. Mit defto groferem Dant nehme id
Stenninid von jedem THeologen, er fei Mutherijh ober reformiert, der mit
Wiffen ,dben redjten drijtlichen Glauben* von der Heiligen Dreifaltigleit
IeBrt und befennt. Jdh gejtebe 3 frei: Bu folden Neformierten gehore id
mebr al8 gu jamofatenijden ober arianijden Lutferancrn. Man jagt mir,
ed fei lUnionidmus, wenn id mit jolden Neformierten gemeinjam belenne.
Cin merfiviirdiger Voriourf! Denn den Synlreti8mus in den eigenen Reiben
ftraft man nidt. Jd) aber fehne mid) dbanad), daf alle, die mit mic der
fiberzeugung find, man miiffe ante omnia den ,rechten driftlichen Glauben’
Gaben, bie ©Samojatener und Urianer in gemeinfamem Belenninid zum
@lauben ber Witer befriegen. Nft der Shnlretidmus iibertounden, ift bas
ante omnia fauber, bann wollen wir aud) in bder Hffentlichleit die refors
mierte Frage anfduciden und gur lnion cin Wortlein jagen. Aber man
it nidt zum Kampfj gegen bdie lnion geeignet, folange ber Stampf gegen
ben SynlretiSmud nody gar nidht ald notwendig angefehen ivird.”

©o {dhreibt Hand ASmuffen in feinem Aufjap .SMirde Augsburgijder
Stonfefjion” (THheologijdhe Crijtens Heute, Heft 16, S. 34 ff.). C.

Gin Hervorragenber Feind bes8 Ghriftentums geftorben. [n StarlSrube
ftarb ber eHemalige Profefjor der Philojophie Dr. Artur Dreivs, der fid
burd) feine ,Chriftudmpthe” befannt gemadit Hat.

(Ag. Cb.=Luib. §H3z.)
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