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Die Vereinigte Sutherifdye Rirde und dbie BVerbalinfpiration. 825

blooded craft of his application of it. He saw that an opportunity was
given them of at once getting rid of an awkward factor in the com-
munity, a person dangerous to their influence, and of currying favor
with Rome, by putting to death one who was claiming to be the king
of the Jews.”

Biit uns liegt bas Pauptgewicht bder Wusfage in den Worten
oftezbe fiix (inip) bas Bol?”. G@hrifti Tob follte ftellbertretend
fein; er follte nidht nur im Namen bded Wolfes ftexben, fein Tobd follte
nidjt nur gum politijen Borteil des BVolfes gereidjent, jonbern bie Stell=
bctfyetung follte im eigentlidhjten Sinne des Worted gelten, daf nimlid
Ghrijtus an Stelle bes fiindliden Bolfes als Siinder, al8 fibertreter, den
Fod Teiben, wikrend das {dhuldige BVolf bie Werficherung der Crlojung,
ber Bcf_teiuna. Haben follte.

Diefe Exegefe liefert der Heilige Geift felber durd) Johannes:
SCfus follte fterben fiir das Wolf, und nidjt nur fiic dbad BVolf der
%ub.en allein, fonbern auf baf er audy bic Sinber Gottes, die jebt nod
immt.tm ber Heibentvelt erjtreut mwaren, ujammenbridite in eins.
Dad ift e, tvas der ftellvertretende Tod Chrifti bewirlt Hat: die Erlds
fung aller Menfdhen bon Siinde, Schuld und Strafe, fo daf ex fidh Ffraft
ber Crlfung ein Beiliges Volf aus Suben unb Heiden gejammelt Hat.

B = B. €. &,

Die Bereinigte Lutherifde Rirdje und die Berbalinfpiration.

|

; l‘frm ber Bereinigten Luiherifden Stirdje, die wir in diefem Artifel
im toeiteren einfad) mit ULC bezeidinen twerben, find bor einiger Beit
Hl:iforberungcn beim Prajidbium unjerer Synode ecingelaufen, tovic
midjten und mit ihren BVertretern auf Lehrbejpredungen einlaffen, um,
o mdglid), bolljtandige Cinigleit in Qefre und Prarid awijden den
!"_‘b‘" ©Shnoden Berbeizufithren. 1nfere Delegatenfynobe in Eleveland
ift auf diefe Witten cingegangen, und e8 ijt unfererfeits ein Stomitee
etnannt foorden, bas enttweder mit der ULC allein ober mit ihr und
anbern @ynoben gujammen -die LefteGenden Differengen in Lehre unbd
Prazis befehen foll.

Dad Somitee toird, foweit bie ULO in Vetradit fommt, reidlich u
fun Gaben. Nidit mwir, jondern anbdere Haben bdie fehr riditige Wemers
hing gemadt, daf in der Iutherijdien Ghriftenbeit in ben Wereinigten
G‘hmten bie Amerifanijdy-Qutberijche Stirdje (bie ALC) die Mitte cins
mmmt, fodfrend die Mifjourifynode Guperft redits und die ULC
auferjt Tin¥s fteht. Dieje [infe Stellung ber ULC in Lehre und
Praxis Gaben Vertreter der ULC felbjt sugegeben, twenn nidt geradegu
betont. Wie fehr linls aber die ULC jebt nod fteht, ijt befonders in
den leften Monaten von ifren Mitarbeitern an den Firdjlicdhen Beits
fdriften felber fehr Mar bargetan mworden. Wir Bejdhranten uns in
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biefem Artifel auf mur einen Punkt, und gwar einen, der fiic und
bon der allergriften Wichtigleit ift, namlid) die Verbalinfpiras
tion. Sn begug auf diefen Pun?tt miifjen die Somiteen uerjt bets
Banbeln und, will’s Gott, gur NMlarheit und Einigleit fommen. Darum
aud) dicfer Artifel, der nidit im IYntereffe nod) groferer Uneinigleit und
Berrifjenheit, fondbern in dem bder mwabren Einigung auf Grund ber
Sdyrift unb besd Velenniniffed gefdjricben ift. Wir feben babei boraus,
baf alle Ccfer unferd3 MoxTuLY bollfommen fvifjen, worin bie Tutfes
rijhe Lehre von der Werbalinfpiration befteht, warum fie ald fdrifts
gemif in ihrem gangen mfang anguerfennen ift und twie mit ifr dad
formale Pringip der Reformation, dbas sola Scriptura, unbedingt preids
gegeben wird. Jum lepten Punlt nur eine turge Notiz. It namlid
bie Sdyrift nidit wirtlid) infpiriert, fo dak fie nidyt voll und gang, im
Ausdrud mwie im Gebanfen, Gottes cigened Wort ift, fo fann fie nidt
bie alleinige Nidhtidnur und Regel ded Glaubensd unbd bed Lebens fein;
¢8 mufy bann ein andered und neued principium cognoscendi Hingus
fommen, mwie ettva die menfdhliche Vernunit oder die Stimme der Kirde
ober die Entjdieidbung cines Rapjtes. 1iber diefen Punkt find fich unfere
Iutherifhen Dogmatifer villig Har getwefen, und fic Haben died aud
ofne BVorbehalt gegen die Nomijdhen, die Neformierten und die Sos
inianer befannt, 8 Hanbdelt fidh) bafer bei diefem Puntt um einen fehe
alten Bijtorijden lutherijhen Standpuntt, der bon Lutheranern gar nidt
in Stontroverje gebradit werben follte.

2.

Jn begug auf die Lehre von der Infpiration und mit ihr verivandie
Lehren hat man {djon vor 1917 verlehrte Siuferungen gehort. Die befte
Dogmatil, bie je in den Stxeifen dber ULC cxfdienen ift, ijt nod) immer bie
belannte, 1905 3uerjt erfdjienenc Summary of the Christian Faith,
berabfafit bon Prof. D. H. E. Jacobd, dem ehemaligen Profefjor der
Dogmatif am Lutheran Theological Seminary zu Philadelphia. ber
fo bortrefflich diefe Dogmatif im grofen und gangen aud ift, eben reil
Jacobs in ber Negel fo fleifig aus unfern Iutherifden Belenntnifjen
fdopft (bgl. aber feine ,Einbiegung ind fynergiftifdhe Fabhrivafer”,
©.216f.; Pieper, Chriftl. Dogm., &. 219.), fo gibt dod) Jacobs die
JInfpication ber Sdrift im Sinne bder Schrift preis, inbem er dis-
crepancies bei den Heiligen Sdyreibern annimmt (S. 284 §.; bgl. Pieperd
toeitere Seritit Hieriiber, I, 220 f.), ja felbjt Grabde ber Infpiras
tion (vgl. ben Veiveis Bierfiir bei Pieper, I, 221. 343), womit bann
ber Begriff der Jnfpiration Hinfallt.

Allerdings, Jacob3 redet an biefen Puniten nody fehr forgfiltig
und uriidhaltend; bdenn ifm ijt die Vibel nod) immer als Ganges
inerrant und dalher die unica regula et norma fidei. Audh gebt er nody
giemlid) ausfiirlidy auf den locus De Secriptura ein. Bei Boigt aber
(Biblical Dogmatics, by Andrew Geo. Voigt, D. D., LL. D., Professor
of Systematic Theology and Dean of the Theological Seminary,
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Columbia, 8.0.) ift e {&fon anbers. Seine Dogmatit eridjien 1916,
unbd Ivie er al8 bon der mobernen Theologie bereitd reidlid) beeinfluft
bajtelt, meift D.Pieper turs, aber {djlagend in feiner ,GEhriftliden
Dogmatit* (I, 228. 852) nad). (Wgl. Woigts Einleitung: “Confes-
sionalism does not mean that it is the office of dogmatics simply to
reproduce and defend the accepted doctrines of the Church. This
Lo the conception in the seventeenth century.” ©.VIIL) Boigt
bringt iiberhaupt feinen ecigenen Wrtilel itber die Peilige Sdyrijt und
Ikt bafer die Lefre von der Jnfpiration nidht gu ihrem Redyt Fommen.
Das gange Thema madt ex Furz unb dilxftig in feiner Introduction ab,
orin nur einige grunbdlegenbe Giedanten ausgefilfet werben iiber bdie
Dffenbarung a8 Quelle ber Dogmatif. Aber aud) er filhet nod) eine
L groBen und gangen fehr pojitive Spradje und fteht aud) nody im
Widerfprud) gu den groben Austviidifen der mobernen Theologie, was
*‘ﬂfﬂuf bon Weidners Introduction to Dogmatic Theology bom Jabre
1.895 gilt. Jn der Christian Theology bon Milton BValentine, 1905
bis 1907, DBingegen ift bie Lehre bon der Jnjpivation gans aufgegebern,
nnb_D. Pieper urteilt iiber ihn: ,Balentine vertritt fo giemlidy alle
“mm_mnm ber mobernen THeologie in BVerbindung mit arminianijdys
reformiertem @djiodrmertum.  Milton Valentines Dogmatit lann als
¢in Vetveis bienen, mwie erjolgreid) man fidh in bex Generaljynobde nicht
nur gegen den Einflufy der Miffourifynodbe, jondern aud) gegen die BVes
milhungen D. rauths getvelhrt Gat.” (Ehrijtl. Dogm., ©. 228.)

Eine burdhaus ungeniigende Darftellung, bom [utherijhen Stands
bunft in begug auf bie wirtlide Cingebung ber Heiligen Sdirift aus
befeben, bringt bas Handbook of Christian Theology bon . UA. Sing=
mafter, D. D., LL. D., Professor of Systematic Theology and President
of Gettysburg Theological Seminary, bas nad) feinem Tob im Jahre
1027 erfdjien. n feinem Preface fdreibt D. Singmajter untexr
anberm: “If they [his convictions] are in agreement with the long-
established faith of the orthodox Church and in harmony with the
Lutheran Confessions, it is because these all rest upon Biblical and
fational grounds [bon und Hervorgehoben]. Daf Singmaiter dann audy
im Cintlang mit diefer Wemerfung das sola Scriptura iiberhaupt nidht
m €inne der redjtglaubigen lutherijdjen Stirdje anerfennen will, bes
leift bie Tatjadje, dafy er jpiter ald sources of theology angibt: the
Bible, the Holy Spirit, religious experience, the creeds, anthropology,
the universe, ©, 26 ff. Mad) Singmaiter {Hipft dafer der Theolog feine
Weisheit nicht allein aus dex Sdrift, fonbern aud) aud andern Quellen.
ﬁbft religious experience, die djrijtlidie Erfahrung, fdhreibt ex: “The
chief secondary source of theology is personal religious experience.

experience of the Christian community is of undoubted value; for
unless a teaching commends itself to serious and intelligent persons
and produces in them and in their lives the effect which its acceptance
Promises, it should not be received as true” (©.27). Man merle, wasd
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bas Geift] Die Belenniniffe, “the creeds”, find nad) Singmajter “by no
means unimportant sources in theology”, weil fie “landmarks in the
progress of truth” find. Man merle fidh aud) diefen Ausdrud! Gings
mafter berteidigt die moberne Jdee bon ber Notmwenbigleit ber
fehrfortbildung. iiber anthropology al8 source of theology fagt
Gingmafter: “A theology which ignores the average man fails to
utilize its best material” Aljo bom “average man” Holt fidh ber
Theolog fein “best material”! Dod) genug Hieritber]l Die orilide
Jnfpiration der Sdrift im Sinne der redjtglaubigen Iutherifden Dogs
matifer berivicft Singmajter gang und gar. Er rebet durdjiveg bon
theories of inspiration, verivirft die wirctlidie Gingebung ber Sdrift ald
cine unbaltbare dictation theory und ucteilt itber die plenary theory:
“If by the plenary theory is meant that every word of Scriplure was
suggested by immediate inspiration, then the same objections hold
against it that are urged against the dictation theory. If, however,
the theory means that the Bible is fully adequate for its redemptive
mission, then the plenary theory may be allowed.” fiber cine foges
nannte dynamic theory fagt Singmafjter: “If this means that the
inspired writers were so intent upon the presentation of their spiritual
message that they were somewhat indifferent as to externals, the
theory seems to have some grounds” (&.67ff.) Gingmajter felbt
Belennt {ich) 3u einer tentative definition of inspiration, suggested by
Professor Wood. Diefe lautet: “Biblieal inspiration is the personal
influence of God, who so guided all who took part in producing the
Bible that they made a body of literature unique in religious value
and, so far as we can now see, final in religious teaching.” Dad
Beifgt: bie Bibel ift ein menjdliches Bud), Hergejtellt allerbingsd unter
bem Einfluf des Heiligen Geiftes. Damit ijt aber die Lehre bon ber
twirtliden Cingebung der Scrift gana preisgegeben. Singmaiter redet
bann aud) von discrepancies and inconsistencies, die fid in der Bibel
Befinben, und urteilt: “Literary inerrancy is ol asserted when the
infallibility of the Bible as a guide to faith is claimed”; ferner: “No
one ever became a Christian because he believed the Bible records the
accurate history of the Jews or contains a geography of Palestine or
relates the story of the beginnings of Christianity. No one will ever
lose saving faith when he discovers trifling errors in these records.
It is utterly preposterous that one should give up Christ when he
finds out that some one made a mistake in a date or in the price of
property!l” (©.69{.)

Tiefer und griinbdlidher ald Singmajters Handbook ijt Parl L.
Mellenbrudyd The Doctrines of Christianity bom Jahre 1931. Mellens
brud)8 Handbook of Evangelical Theology ift audy bebeutend pofitiver
al8 bas eben behanbelte bogmatifdie Werl. Aber aud) Mellenbrud) [aft
bie Tutherifdhe Lehre von der wirtliGen Eingebung ber Sdrift nidt au
fhrem Medhit fommen. Cr nimmt twobl eine suggestio realis, aber
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nidit eine suggestio verbalis an. @t fdjreibt: “God, particularly the
Holy Spirit, was active in their origin by way of what is called ‘in-
spiration.” By means of this ‘inbreathing’ of the Holy Spirit the
writers of the various books of the Bible were led fo write down ac-
curately the ideas and concepts awakened in them by the Holy Spirit.
These writers were thus the spokesmen of God” (©.144). Wieberum:
“The writers of the various books of the Bible were not reduced to
mere mechanisms [fas ja wafr ift]. God worked in and with the
lﬂfm_! writers in giving them their ideas [aber nidht mefr?]. This
principle is not foreign to our thinking; for in human experience we
are continually imparting and receiving ideas from others. This God
did with such clarily and force that the writers, being imbued with
the Holy Spirit, faithfully recorded these truths. God gave them their
materials in the light of their own peculiarilies and experiences"
(€.145). Das flingt viel Befjer, al8 twas Singmaiter {dreibt; aber
bie Rehre von ber wirtliden Cingebung bder Sdjrift twird damit nod

gﬁ:hndcbrt. lenigjtens befennt fie Mellenbrud) nidht in Haren, Hellen
octen.

_Bcbeutcnb bBeffer nody jtand der Fitralidy verftorbene D. Jof. Stump,
President of Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary, Min-
neapolis, Minn., in feinem The Christian Faith, bad im Jafre 1932
etidfien. An Shumps Dogmatif ift mandjed zu loben, obiwohl fie dodh
‘“_lﬁ) an bielen Stellen viel u twimjden fibrigldait und die Schriftlehren
nidit fmmer ¥Har und rein gum Ausdrud bringt. Aud) Stump befennt
fidh '}i(ﬁt Har und deutlich) gur Lehre von der wirtliden Eingebung der
'deft. Die Lehre unferer lutherijdien Dogmatiler iiber die BVerbals
“‘f?imﬁon ftellt er gum Teil verlehrt dbar, indem ex fagt: “The sacred
"’_"‘“"‘ were regarded as mere amanuenses, who wrote down what God
dictated. Consequently in their view no human element entered into
the writing of the sacred books”, wa8$ cinfadh Bijtorifd) nicht ridhtig ift;
bfnn unfere Dogmatifer Haben nie cine fold) medianijhe BVerbalinjpiras
hﬂl:l gelehrt, wie fie Gier Stump befdhreibt. Ferner: “Paul was
fmmently human; but he was nevertheless an inspired man. His
inspiration, however, was an inspiration in matters of religion.”
(©.818.) “It must be borne in mind that the Bible is a religious
bt':ok and not a text-book on science. The holy writers were inspired
with a supernatural knowledge of God and His will; and on these
subjects their words are final and infallible. On scientific matters
they neither knew nor professed to know more than other men of
their day” (©.810f.) Dies {deint barauj Hingutveifen, daf der Ver-
fajffer die Ynfpiration in den Healien nicht anerfennt. Bu berfelben
Sdjlufolgerung merden mwir gendtigt, twenn mwir lefen: “The writer
Of'Genuis lacked of course such a knowledge of the vastness of the
universe and of the nature of chemical and geological processes as the
modern man possesses.” (S.66.) Die toeitere Ausfithrung geigt, dak
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Stump bas Sedjstagetver? leugnet, tveil er die Sdirift nidt annimmi,
toie fie lautet. Daber miifien iwir aud) bon ihm fagen, daf ex, twenigs
ften8 in feinem Budj, in ber [efre bon ber Jnfpiration nidt gana

redjt ftebt. -

Sommen Ivir nun auf bie jiingften Enitvidlungen, bor allem in
den liberalen Streifen der ULC, bdie befonders im Lutheran und mod)
mehr im Lutheran Church Quarterly bon ®ectthsburg, Pa., ifren
Diffenfus Haben gu Worte Fonunen lajlen. Das befagt allerdingd nod)
nidt, daf die gange ULC bereit ijt, gegen bie Iutferifde Lefre von
ber wirtlien Eingebung ber Heiligen Sdirift Protejt gu erfheben.
Jm Gegenteil, im , Luiberifden Herold” find gerabe in den bergangenen
Monaten crquidende Jeugniffe file bie Wahrheit diefer Lehre gedrudt
worben. Jmumerhin, daf in der ULC fo biele und fo angefefene
Perfonen an ber Lehre bon der Verbalinfpiration fo gana ungeftraft
Sritit iiben diirfen, ift dod) Hochjt beforgniserregend.

Qicrfile cinige Beifpicle. J[n der Januarnummer (19356) des
Lutheran Church Quarterly befpridit unjere Dogmatif der in iveiten
Streifen Befannte und aud) geadjtete Lefhrer und Sdjreiber !R._&-
Balentine. Jn feiner gangen Regenfion verrit er den ,anbern Geijt
ber mobernen Theologie, den wir in unferer Mitte nidht anerfennen
tonnen. Gr jdreibt w.a.: “Naturally, therefore, the material s
shaped into the form of the traditional presentation of the Missouri
Synod’s well-known doctrinal position. Underlying is not only the
generic Protestant doctrine of the Holy Scriptures as the only rule
of faith and practise, but the Missouri doctrine of verbal inspiration”
(von uné Berborgehoben). Dann itiert er mit ftarfer Ablehnung
Gdbe aus unjerer Dogmatif, tworin tir darlegen, was aus ber Lehre
von ber BVerbalinjpiration mit Anwendbung auf die Sdrift felbjt fﬂll_!*-
namlid), furz gefafyt, dai infolge der BVerbalinjpiration die ganze Sdrift
in allen ihren Teilen und allen iGren Worten Gottes cigenes Wort ijt.
Balentine felbjt iibt an den Sifen nicht Sritil; aber was darin gefogt
lird, ijt ihm nidit generic Protestant doctrine of the Holy Scriptures,
fonbern Missouri Synod doctrine, bon der cr fidy losfagt. Das gibt
BValentine gu, wenn ex gegen Shluf diefer Befpredung fummﬂtfiﬁ
fdhreibt: “The book under review largely derives its differentiating
features and conclusions from its underlying doctrine of the Scrip-
tures as requiring for their proper interpretation the theory of verbal
inspiralion. . . . These differing attitudes in approaching the source
material of Christian theology inevitably result in differing inter-
prelations and in differing views of the consequences that follow for
faith and practise.” Mit dbem Pringip, dad Valentine fier ausjpridt,
Bat e8 feine Nidhtigleit. Wer die Verbalinfpiration annimmt, ticd die
©drift gang anbers behandeln ald der, ielder die BWerbalinjpiration
bertvicit, und leider gehiort nun Valentine zu denen, die der Lehre bon
ber tirtlidien Cingebung dber Scrift nidit zujtimmen.
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Balentine [clieft feine Regenfion mit einer Sriti?, die und als das
£0b iiber unfere Wrbeit gilt. Er {djreibt: “Those who desire
6 restatement of Christian doctrines as they are presented by the
L"u“_"““ Confessions and early dogmaticians, as these, in turn, are
I:plam!d and interpreted by accredited Missouri Synod teaching, will
find ﬂu! a convenient handbook. Those who are seeking a discussion
Of_wfmﬁan doctrines in the light of present-day knowledge and
thinking and the problems they have created for the theologian will
ltfn to look elsewhere.” Balentine mwill alfo nidyt die “Christian doc-
trines as they are presented by the Lutheran Confessions and early
dogmaticians”; er will bie moberne THeologie mit ifrem meuen
“problems for the theologian”.

Jn ber Julinummer de8 Lutheran Church Quarterly wicd P. §.
ﬁ"bb‘-‘ftﬁﬂ Bible History References von G. T. Benge befproden. Aber
oud) Gier finden wir eine abfillige Vemerfung iiber bdie bon und bers
ﬁt_fml. Defre von ber Verbalinfpiration. Venge [djreibt: “The stand-
point is that of verbal inspiration to such an extent that the days of
Genesis are treated as days of twenty-four hours each” Daran Hat
ﬁ_‘) aud) Balentine in unferer Dogmatif geftoen, und unter den Sigen,
2“ ex mifbilligend in feiner Megenfion anfiifret, find joldhe twie diefe:
“This verbal inspiration covers the entire content of the Bible, includ-
ing er ‘historical, geographical, archeological, and scientific matlers
Gn!llmne.d in the Scriptures.’” “Consistently with this it is main-
tained, in treating of the doctrine of crealion, that ‘the whole universe
was ci:eated in six days of twenty-four hours each. To change the siz
days into a mere moment or to expand them into millions of years is
equally contrary to Scriplure’” 1injere Gegner in der ULC twollen
aljo feine 2chre von ber Snfpiration, bie die gange Sdyrift Gottes
unfeflbares Wort fein laft. Man will Grade in der Jnjpiration Haben:
€ I_n: a8 gang infpiriert; bieled meniger infpiriert; anbderes,
toie Hijtorifdies, Ardhaologijhes ufiv., gar nidt infpiriert.

Unbd twie benlt man ficy bicfe gange Sache? Jn der Aprilnummer
(1935) madit biefen Punit A, G. Deip von Long Jsland, N. .,
feinen Refern Mar, indem er jdreibt: “And so, taking the Bible as
we have it to-day and recognizing whatever doubt or uncertainty there
may be about any of its statements [von und Hervorgehoben], we may
liken the teaching of the Bible to a large circle at the center of which
we place Christ and the cross, since the Bible is primarily the book
of redemption through Christ. Then, around that center, there is
@ large region of certainty which includes all the great teachings of
the Bible about religion and morality. Out at the circumference we
may place these unessential matters [bon un3 Hervorgehoben] about
which for any reason there may be some doubt, such as historical in-
accuracies, numerical errors, ete. Now, if we inquire, How far out
toward the circumference does the region of certainty extend? answers
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may differ, but for the present writer the region of cerfainty reaches
far out toward the circumference. It includes supernatural and
miraculous elements in the Bibls; for the process of human redemp-
tion logically requires more or less of the supernatural and mirac-
ulous [1]. It includes in general the history in the Bibls, since that
history, when challenged, has again and again been proved accuraie
and reliable on further investigation.” (lfo die Wibel ijt nidit
a priori, fonbern nur a posteriori twafr; dasd Heiht, man glaubt nidt
®ott, fondern den Ardjiologen und Hiftorifern.) “Of course, finally
we come out to the region of uncertainty [bon und Herborgehoben]
where the Bible as we have it to-day leaves us in doubt because of the
condition of the text or because of the apparent confradiction or some-
thing of the kind. Thus the realm of certainty gradually fades out
into the uncertain and unknown, just as it does in every other depart-
ment of human knowledge.” (Jft benn bie Wibel ecin menfdlides
Bud)?) “But the presence of some doubiful matters at the circum-
ference of Bible teaching should not be allowed to throw any shadow
over the great central region of unquestioned assurance and certitude.”
(BWer gibt unsd aber diefe “unquestioned assurance and certitude”,
wenn bdie Vibel nidht ganz Gotted cigenes Wort ift? Nonnte fid die
Bibel nidht aud) Hier irren?) Filr Deip ift bdie Wibel nidyt melhr
@ottes Wort, fondern enthalt nur Gottes Wort, und gioar mux in
ihren “central regions”. 1Und jo barf er in einem angefehenen theos
Togifdien Blatt dber ULC fdhreiben.

ber mir {ind nod) nidt fertig. In derfelben Nummer bed
Quarterly (Ypril 19385) finden tvir audh cinen anbern Artifel mit der
itberjdirift “The Bible — the Word of God”. Gr jtammt aus ber Feber
Jobhn Aberlhs von Glettnsburg. Der crjte Teil des Artilels ift iibere
{dhricben “Weakness of the Theory of Verbal Inspiration”. %berly
Iobt unfere Dogmatif als cine “very fine Christian dogmatics”, bemerlt
aber: “With all its strong points in its loyalty to its theory of verbal
inspiration that guarantees an infallible Bible, and further its fidelily
to the confessions formulated in the sizteenth century, a reading of it
yet makes one wonder whether it is a theology for men of our day.”
(Will man denn nidjt mehr die drijtlidGe THeologie, die in der unfehls
Baren ©djrift unbd in den {driftgemifen Belenniniffen unferer luthes
rifden Sirde niedergelegt ijt?) “One need but point to its presenta-
tion of the doctrine of creation as being finished in siz days of twenty-
four hours each to see that it follows a view of scripture that would
make a good many who are loyal to the scriptures unable to follow it.”
(Alfo, um unfer mobderniftijhes THeologengefdilecht und feine .aufges
Harten Qiinger unter ben Laien nidt bor den Nopf au ftogen, darf
man nicht mehr lehren, was die Sdrift felber o Mar lehet, namlid) dbaf
@ott in fedh® natilrlidhen Tagen — bon andern Tagen redet Mofed
bod) wabrlid im Sdhopfungsbericht nicht — gefdaffen Hat.)
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B'e_mu: “We Lutherans have so stressed the perspicacity of
the scriptures and the right of private judgment in their interpreta-
tion [Dad muf allerbings redjt verftanben mwerben; Iwir betonen bas
“right of private judgment” gegeniiber ber Ynmafung ber rdmifden
Rivdje, bafy nur bdie Feilige Mutter ecclesia, refp. der Papit, die Sdrift
betjtehen fann, nidjt aber der einfaltige Ghrift; ein “private judgment”
in bem Sinn, baf jeber Menfd bdie Sejrift nady feinem eigenen Diinfel
auslegen barf, gejtefen mir niemand au, jondern behaupten auf Grund
ber ©dyrift: Scriptura Scripturam interpretaturl] that we are in
danger in our theological formulations of failing to give due weight o
the corporate thinking of the Church under the Spirit’s guidance.”
(Bellagt fidh ber Scjreiber darilber, daf wir der Nirdje Iein Redht geben,
diciftlidye Qefren aufgujtelen? €5 fdeint fo.) “But then the question
arises whether such corporate thinking can be confined to any one
period.” (Der Sdyreiber will offenbar Lehrfortbildbung, fo baf twir nidt
mebr gu glauben braudjen, ®ott Habe die Welt in fedh)s natitclidhen
E.'ugen gefdaffen, jonbern bdie Cvolutionstheorie annchmen biirfen.”

ut even keeping within the limits of the scriptures, can we escape
from a process of selection that makes some truths normative and
regulative, others subordinate and peripheral?” “The saint who loves
his Bible [aber nicht fo David im 119. Pjalm] does make a difference
between the discourses in the upper room and the Apocalypse and
between the Psalms and Lamentations, even as Luther made a dif-
ference between the epistles of Paul and that of James.” (Der Bexs
gleidy gilt nidht, tweil Quiber den Jalobusbrief als ein Antilegomenon
betraditete; alle Homologumena betradjtete und beGandelte Qutfer bon
% bi8 § ald Gottes cigenes, wahres und dad Getwifjen binbendes Wort,
felbt die Chronologic.)

%uf bie Frage “What is meant when we call the Bible the Word
of God?” {dyreibt bann Aberly: “In times past and for not a few now
the answer is a very simple one. The very words of scripture are the
Word of God. The Bible and the Word are one and the same.” (S0
ftefen wir Mifjourier nody Geute, und deshald bellagt man fidy vielers
orts iiber und. Mun aber fommt ¢8: “May I here throw off
reserve and stale how I . .. have been compelled to revise my own
approach to the Bible? It was both my duty and an exalted privilege
to try to proclaim and bear witness to the truths taught in the Bible
before men who professed loyally to other sacred wrilings.” (®ibt e8
foldie auferhalb der Sdrift? “Even their Wellanschauung, or philo-
sophical outlook, was different from that in which I had been reared
and felt myself at home.” “I found I could not meet these by falling
back on the claim that the Bible was the literal Word of God by
1!“’“"! passages of scriptures that are supposed [{0?] to support this
view. “I found that other faiths make even stronger claims for their

own sacred writings.” “One was compelled to go on fo an examina-
53
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tion of the scriptures themselves, and their authorily of the truth
would in the end have to be made io rest on the authorily of the truth
the scriptures contain.” “And in doing this, one was compelled to
differentiate between various levels of scripture.” (Dad Yeifit, mandes
ift wahr, mandies ift nidht walbr; e.g. nad) ded Sdreibers meiterer
Darlegung: two bon ber Wicltoeiberei ber Patriarden ufw. beridiet
tird, das ijt ein “lower level” der Sdjrift.) “It compels one fo shorien
his lines of defense”, dbas Yeifst, “to limit oneself to Jesus and Him
crucified.” (Uber ivie fvenn fidh nun bie Heiben aud) davan ftofen?
Goll man dann aud) dicd al8 uninfpiriert fallen lafien? So toeit
gehen bann ja audy die extremen Moderniften.) “One may well ask
the question whether men have not been repelled at times by a mis-
handling of the scriptures, and that, too, by those who have been most
zealous in their defense. And then, when one reexamines the scrip-
tures from this standpoint [baf in der Sdrift veridicdene levels find,
bont benen mandje Gottes Wort, andere Menfdjentvort find], he may be
surprised lo see that this is just what those very scriplures ask him
to do.” Nirgends tut das die Heilige Schrift!

lnd nun nur nodh einige tweitere Sie aus dem langen Achilel.
Aberly fdhreibt: “Tt raises the question, perhaps a somewhat delicate
one, but a question that must be faced, whether there may be factual
errors in the sacred records. . . . If it [this question] raises per-
plexities in the minds of lovers of the Word, may it not also relicve
them in resolving other difficullies? One may point to the very evident
fact that in matters of psychology [o denn 3.9.?] the Biblical
writers followed the accepted views of their own time.” (o nidt
Gott, jondern pure Menjdiengeifter Gaben bie Wibel gefdjrieben!)
“Why should one be perplexed if he finds that equal freedom must be
allowed them in using the cosmology of their day?”

Alfo Valentine, Deips, Aberly — alled Hervorragende Lefrer in
der ULC — {inb Leugner der von den belenntnidtreuen lutherijden Bers
teidigern borgetragenen und verteidigten Schriftlehre von der gottliden
Cingebung der gangen Heiligen Schrift.

Dod) tvir brecdhen ab. 1Uns war e bei diejem Actifel dbarum zu tun,
aud ben neuejten Publifationen der ULC bdarzulegen, ivie fiihrende
Minner dort ftehen und reden. Allerdingd nidht alle. Dad wifjen wir.
Aber 1will die ULC dem Iutherijdhen Biel Harer, reiner Lefrdarlegung
auf Grund der Sdrift twirklih ndher fommen, dann muf fie Lefhrs
dgudt iiben.®)

*) Man vergleide audy die folgenden Actitel in diefer Jeitfdrift: I, 21—32;
II, 190—193; 655—666; 754—761; III, 041; V, 102—108; III, 838—848. —
D.Red. J. T. Mirller.
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