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S>1e llmlatotc htt,rtf itc a1r4e unb blc llcd1cattnf11lrotlon. BBIS 

b1aoded craft of hia application of it. He uw that an opportuni~ wu 
P'ftlll them of at once ptting rid of an awkward factor in tho com­
mmut,, a P8l'IOD dangerous to their imlwmce, and of currying favor 
with Bome, by putting to death one who wu claiming to be tho king 
of the Jen.'' 

IYtlt Uni liegt Ital ~aui,tgctuidjt bet lluJf age tn bcn !Botten 
.ftuh filt (firle) bal llJoU". liJitiftt :itob foIIte ftellbctttetenb 
fdn; et fonte nidjt nut im 9Zamcn bel IBoHcl ftetflen, f ctn :itob f olite 
1li4t nut aum i,olitifdjen 18otteiI bcl IBoI!el gei:eidjen, f onbetn bie <5te1I,. 
bedtetung f olite im eigentiidjften <Sinne bel !model gelten, bafs niimlidj 
qn{hll an Stelie bel f ilnbiidjen IBoifel all <Silnbet, all ftfletti:etet, ben 
ll'.ob ldbm, tualjrenb bal fdjuibigc fUoH bic 18etfidjez:ung bet ~diif ung, 
ba: IBefuiung, ljabcn f oIIte. 

i>ief c CEgegef e Iiefez:t bet ,Ociligc <:Beift f cifJct buz:dj ~oljannel: 
~IE(UI follte ftetbcn fiit bal fUoll, unb nidjt nut fiit bal fDoU bet 
~uhen allein, f onbern auf bafs ct audj bie fflnbet GJottcl, bic icbt nodj 
imnilten bet ,Ocibentucit actftz:cut tuai:cn, auf ammcnfJriidjte in cinl. 
ilal ift el, tual bet ftclibcttretcnbc stob ~rifti bctuidt ljat: bic <&lii,. 
f1111g aller IRenf djen bon <Silnbc, C5djulb unb <Stz:afe, f o bafs ct fidj !raft 
ba: IEtliifung cin ljcirigcl !UoU aul ~ubcn unb !Qcibcn gcf ammclt 1jat. 

!Ji.~- ft. 

1)ie fBereinigte i!utijerif dje Sffrdje unb bie 13erialinf4)iration. 

1. 
lion bet 18crcinigtcn l!utljetif djcn ffirdjc, bie tuit in bicf em Vlrtifet 

im IDriteren einf adj mit ULO bcaeidjncn tucrben, finb bot cinigct 8eit 
lufforbez:ungcn bcim !JJriifibium unf crct C5l)nobc cingciaufen, tuit 
mocljtm uni mit iljren 18cmetcm nuf l!cljtbeftn:edjungcn ciniaffcn, um, 
IDo moglidj, bollftiinbigc ~nigtcit in ~cljrc unb tJlraljil atuif djen ben 
flrikn 6l)noben ljetbeiaufilljz:cn. Unf ere Si>clegatenfl)nobe in ltiebeianb 
ift auf biefc RJittcn cingcgangcn, unb cl ift unf crcrf citl ein ftomitee 
emannt hJorben, bal cntlucbct mit bet ULO alicin obct mit iljt unb 
anbem 6l)nobcn aufammcn -bic bcftcljcnbcn SSliffcrcnacn in l!cljrc unb 
,ragil &cf cljcn f olI. 

!llal .ftomitec tuiz:b, f olueit bic ULO in lBctradjt tonunt, tcidjiidj au 
tun lja&en. 9Zicfjt tuir, f onbctn anbcrc 1ja'ben bic f cljt tidjtige tnemet,. 
tung gemadjt, bafs in bet Iutljcrif djcn (tljriftcnljeit in bcn 18cz:cinigten 
etaaten bie Vlmerifanifdj•l!utljctifdje ffirdje (bie ALO) bie !Dlittc cin,. 
nimmt, tualjrenb bie !Dliff ourifl)nobc iiufserft t c cfj t I unb bic ULO 
hherft Ii n U fteljt. SS)ief e Ii n !c C5te1Iung bet ULO in l!eljrc unb 
,ragil ~fJen 18emdet ber ULC felbft augegeben, tuenn nidjt gcrabeau 
fletont. !!He f ~r Iinfl a'bet bie ULO je~t nocfj fteljt, ift 'bef onbctl in 
ben re,ten !lnonaten bon ilji:en 31Zitatbeitcrn an ben fircfjiidjcn Seit,. 
fdjriften fell,er feljt trar bargetan 11>orben. !Bit 'bef djriinfen uni in 
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886 l)lc llml11t1tc 9ut~rif&te 21nt, unb ble llerl1llnf~ 

bicf cm Wrti!eI auf nut c inc n tpunft, unb ahJcn: einm. bet fDt 1DII 
bon bet aD'ctgtofsten !Bicljtigfeit ift, niimiiclj bie 8 e d a Ii n f p It a • 
ti on. ~n &cauo auf bief en tpunft mil[f en bic ftomiteen auetft """' 
ljanbcin unb, tuill'I @oft, aut Aicnljeit unb &:inigfeit fommen. !l)aann 
auclj bicf ct WdifcI, bet nicljt im 3nfete[fc noclj gtofsctet llneinigfcit U1lb 
8emfjcn1jcit, r onbcm in bcm bet tualjtcn <!inigung auf '9t1Ulb ba: 
6cljrift unb bcl lBdcnnfni[fcB gef cljriebcn ift. !Bit fe-en bawi bOmlll, 
bafs nlic i!cfet unfetl MONTHLY boUfonunen lui[fen, tuotin bie Iu~• 
rif cljc i!cljtc bon bet S8et&alinfi,itntion &cfteljt, luatum fie aU f~ft­
gcmiifi in iljtcnt onnacn Umfnng nnauctfcnncn ift unb tuie mit ~ bal 
fotmnic ,rinaii, bet 9lcfotmation, balJ eola Scriptura, un&ebingt Pml• 
ocoeben 1uirb. 8um Ievten tJlunrt nut cine rurae !JZofia. 3, niimiicl 
bic Scljtift nicljt luortriclj inf pitied, f o bafs fie nicljt bo'II unb gana, im 
Wulbruif luic int @cbnnfcn, @ottcl ciocnel !Bort 1,, f o fann fu "* 
bic a1Ieinioc 9lidjff djnut unb 9lcgc.I bel @Iaubcnl unb bd i!e&enl fcin; 
cl mufi bnnn cin anbetcl unb ncudl principium cognoaeendi ljinau• 
fommcn, luic cflua bic mcnf djiidjc !Bcrnunft obct bic 6fimmc bet Ii• 
obct bic l!ntf djcibung cincl tJlnpftcl. flf>et bicf en tpunft finb fidj unfm 
Iut'ljctif djcn Si)ogmntifct boIIio ?Cat gclucf en, unb fie lja&m biel au4 
oljnc !Borbcljart ococn bic 9lomif djcn, bic 9lcfotmicdcn unb bie &• 
aininnct bdnnnt. l!B ljnnbcrt fidj bnljet bet bicf cm ,unit um eincn f4t 
nrtcn Ijiftorifcljcn Tutljcrif djcn 6tnnbi,1111ft, bet bon 1!uf1jetancm gat nl4t 
in ftontrolJerf c gcbtndjt luctben f o1Itc. 

2. 
~n &caug nuf bie 1!c1jrc lJon bet ~nfpitntion unb mit iljt bcmanllfe 

i!cljtcn ljnt man fdjon bot 1017 bcdcljdc fc11fiet11nocn gcljort. !l>ie k!le 
Si)ogmntif, bie jc in ben ftteif en bet ULO ctf cljicncn ift, ift nod) immct bic 
&danntc, 1905 auctft ctf cljiencnc Summary of the Oltrialiaa Faillt, 
bctn&fnfst lJon tJ1rof. D. o. I!. ~acobl, bcm cljcmaligcn !ptofeffot bee 
Si)ogmatif am Lutheran Theological Seminary 311 tpljilabefi,ljia. 1kt 
f o bodtcff{idj bicf c Sl)ogmntif int groucn unb onr13cn auclj ift, e&en IDdl 
3acobl in bet 9lcgcI fo flcifiio aul unf ctn Iutljcrifcljcn f8denntniffm 
fdjoi,ft (bgl. a'6ct fcinc ,.l!inbicgung inti fl)ncrgiftifcljc ffaljmaffec•, 
6. 216 f.; tpici,ct, (njtiftI. moom., 6. 210 f.), fo gi&t boclj 3acobl bie 
~nfi,irafion bet 6djtift int 6innc bet 6cljrif t i,tcil, inbcm et ,li,­
crepanciaa &ci bcn ljciligcn 6djrcibctn nnnimmt ((5. 284 f.; bgT. !pirped 
tueitcrc .ftrifif ljictilbct, I, 220 f .), in f eTbjt Qh a be bu 3 n f Pi ta" 
Hon (bgT. bcn RJelucil ljietfiit bei tJlicpez:, I, 221. 848), iuomit bcmn 
bet IBeotiff bet ~nfpirafion 1jinfii1It. 

Wlletbingll, ~acobi rebct an biefcn tpunffcn nodj fe,t foi:gfiilfig 
unb auriiifljaTtenb; benn iljm ift bic f8i6eI nodj immct aTI Qkmael 
inerrant unb bnljct bie unictJ ngultJ el n01'ffltJ fidei, Wuclj ge,t et no4 
aiemiidj aUlfilljriiclj auf ben locus Do Scriptura ein. 18d ~oigt afJu 
(Biblical Dogmatica, by Andrew Geo. Voigt, D. D., LLD., ~ 
of Systematic Theoloa and Dean of the Theological SeminarJ, 

2

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 6 [1935], Art. 96

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol6/iss1/96



l)le embaltte Duttenf cte alt10e unb Ilic IJerhtlnfplntlon. 817 

Oalmabia. B. a) i~ d f djon anl>erl. Seine i>ogmatif erf djien 1918, 
1111b IDie a: all bon ber mobemcn 5qeofogie f>euttl retdjttdj fJeeinf[utt 
~t. bid~ D. ,fel,er !ura, afJer fcJ,Iagenl> in fetner •"'riftlidjen 
l)ogmatU• CI, 118. SIU)) nadj. (tBgf. tBolgtl Q!tnleitung: "'Oonfu­
lio..un. tlou not mean tha.t it u '7,e office of do11ma.tica aimpl~ to 
n,rocluce and tlaf end the accepted dodrinu of tlle 01'urc'la.. Tllu 
... '1a conc:epncm in the aevonteenth centu,y.'' 6. VIlL) tBoigt 
&dngt iif>erijaupt !einen ctgencn !ldi!et ilfJcr bie ecilige 6djcif t unb 
ra,t 11o,a bte .i!eijre bon bcr ~fpiration nicfJt au iijrcm Dlcdjt !o111mc11. 
l)al aanae ~ema malf}t er !ura unb bilrftig in f et net Introduction ab, 
biotin nur dnige grunbicgcnbc GJcban!cn aulgcfilijrt lucrbcn ilbct bie 
Offm(Jarung aII OucIIc bet i)ogmati!. !lf>ct auclJ ct filijrt nocfJ cine 
im BtOken unb ganacn fcljr i,ofitibc 6prac1Jc unb ftcljt audj nodj im 
IBillerfprudj au ben groben etu11uildjfen bet mobcrnen ~coiogie, llJCll 
rflmfaUI bon !!Beibncrl Introduetion to Dogmatic Theology bom ~aljre 
18915 gilt. ~n bet Ohriatian Tl,eology bon !nilton !Ualcntine, 190IS 
bil 1907, ,ingcgcn ift bic .2cljrc bon bcr ~nfi,iration gana aufgcgeCJcn, 
unb D. !Jlici,et urtcilt ilCJcc iijn: ,.tBaicntinc bcdritt fo aiemiidj al[e 
llaimmgcn bet mobctncn ~coiogic in !UcrfJinbung mit acminianif dj• 
refomiertent <.5djmomtcdum. !niiton tBafcntincl ilogmatif fann aIB 
tin IBth>eil bicncn, mic crf oigrcidj man fidj in bet QJenccaifl)nobc nidjt 
nur gcgcn bcn ~infiu[J bet 1\niff ouriflJnobc, f onbcrn audj gegcn bic f8e• 
mliijungen D . .nr,mtljl gclucljct Ijat. H (CiiljriftI. S)ogm., 6. 228.) 

IEine butcfJaul ungcniigcnbc S)arftcilung, bom Iutljecif djcn 6tanb• 
i,unlt in &eauo auf bic luiirtridjc ~ingcbung bet ~ciligcn <.sdjrift aul 
~e~n. &ringt bal Handboo'I.: of Okrilttian Tl,oology bon ~- ~- 6ing• 
mafter, D. D., LLD., Professor of Systemntic Theology ond President 
of GC!ttyaburg Theological Seminary, bal nadj f cincnt ltob im ~aljrc 
1027 crf ~icn. ~n f cinrm Pref nee f djreiCJt D. @iingmaftct untet 
anbmn: "If they [his convictions] nro in agreement with the long­
established foitb of the orthodox Church nnd in harmony with the 
Lutheran Confcsaions, it is because these oll l'Cllt upon Biblicnl and 
national ground, [bon uni ijcrborgcljobcn]. i:>a{J 6innmaftct bann aucfJ 
im l!inUann mit bicf ct ilcmerfuno baB solo Scripturn ilCJcrljaui,t nidjt 
im Elinne bcr rcdjtgiaubigcn Iutljcrif djcn ffitdjc anct!cnnc11 lu it I. 6c• 
lueift bie ~atfadjc, ba{J ct fpiitet aII aourc:ea of theology angilit: the 
Bible, Ike Holy Spirit, roligiou.a o:z;porience, tl&o creeda, ant1Lropology, 
tu uiverae, 6. 26 ff, 9ladj 6ingmaftcr fdj6i,ft baijct bet ~colog feine 
IBdlleit ni~t allcin aul bet 6djrift. f onbem aulf} aul anbetn Oueilen. 
iUJer religious experience, bic djriftlidjc et:faljtunn, fdjrcif>t ct: "The 
chief aecondary source of theology is personal religious exporienco. 
The ezperience of the Christion community is of undoubted vnlue; for 
tm1aa a teaching commends itself to serious ond intelligent persons 
and produces in them and in their lives the effect which its acceptance 
PtOmiaea. it ahoultl not be rec:oivetl aa true" (6. 27). ~an mcrfe, tual 
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888 S)lc lJmlnlgtc S!ut~rtf &tc at ate unll Ille lJrchOnfptntln. 

bal ijci{Jtl !i>ic IBdenntniffe, "the creeda", finb nadj 6ingwtflet-., u 
mean., unimportant aourcu in U..oloff", hJetl fie ~ ia tA1 
,rograa of hl11." finb. !nan mcde ficfj aucfj biefen llulbmcfl 6tna­
maftct bedeibiot bie mobcme 3bee ban bet 9l o t ID en b to f et t bet 
1! e ij t f o t t 6 i I b u n g. ik6ct anthropolog11 aII aowce of o..olon f agt 
Eiinomafter: "A theology which ignores the aTerap man faill to 
utilize ite best material" Wlf o bom "average man" ijoit fl" bet 
~colog f cin "bad ma-torial" I IDocfj gcnug ijieril6erl !i>ie tDorlHcle 
~nfpiration bet 6cfjrift im 6inne bet recfjtgliiu6igen Iuqerif "en t>oa­
matifct bcrhlitft 6ingmafter oana unb gar. l!t ubct bu~IUeQ IIOII 
llu:orua of inapiralion, bcrluitf t bie IDodlicfje <!inge6uno bet ~d~ all 
cine unijartbarc dictation, theory unb udeilt ii&et bie pZentar, U..O,,: 
''J;f by the plcno.ry theory is mcnnt thnt avorg word of 8cript1'1't wu 
suggested by immcdinto inspirntion, than tho mmo objocUona 1ol4 
againat it that aro urged. againd tho diclatio1' tl,,00711. If, hcnnrrer, 
tho theory menns thnt the Bible i11 fully adaqualo for it. redeJ11JJtiH 
m.ia,ion, tlu 1• tho plenary theory may bo allowed." 1Ulet eine foge• 
nanntc dynamic theory fagt GSinomafter: "If this means that the 
inspired writers were so intent upon the presentation of their apiritual 
message tbnt they wore somowhnt indifferent as to esternala, the 
theory seems to hnvo some grounds" (6. 07 ff.) 6ingmaftet felbft 
lidcnnt fidj au cinct tantativo definition of in11piratio11,, suggceted b.J 
Professor Wood. Slicfc lautct: "Biblical inspiration is the pcnoml 
influence of God, w1,o so guided all w110 tool: part in producing 11' 
Bible tlaat they made a. body of litaraturo u-niquo i11, religiov• 1'Gl11t 
and, ao far 1111 we can now ace, final in raligioua teaching." !l>al 
ijciut: bie f8i6cI ift cin mcnfcljlidjcl:I !Budj, ijcrgefteUt nUerbinoB unfei 
bcm <!inf(ufJ bcl ~ciligc11 GJciftcl:I. IDmnit ift abet bic 1!eijre ban bu 
mortlicfjen ~ingcbuno bet 6djtif t oana i,rcii gcgwen. 6ingmajter ubet 
bann audj ban diacropancie11 a,1d incon.ristanciea, bic ficfj in bet ltixl 
lJefiinbcn, unb urtciit: "Li.torary inorran.cy is not 11111artetl wlae11 tla, 
infallibilitg of the Bible as a. guide to faW1, i• claimed"; femer: «No 
one ever became a O1,riatian because 160 bolioHd. the Bible record, tl, 
accurate history of the J cw11 or co11tai1111 a geography of Palutin• or 
relatea tho atoru of llw bcgin,ning11 of Ohridianily. No on, will "" 
loao aaving faith wkon 1,o d·iacovora tri:Jling error• in t'llu, record,, 
It is uttorly propoatorow that one sl&oultl git1e up Ol&riat 111lae11 11, 
finda out that aomo one mado a mistake in a dale or in tAe priel of 
properl111" (6. 69 f.) 

51:iefct unb gtilnblidjct all <Singmaftcri Handbool: ift !patl it 
!Dle1Icnlitudjl Tho Doctrines of Ohriatianity born 3aijre 1981. !Jld[m• 
litudjl Handbool: of E vangelical Theolog11 ift audj (Jebeutenb pofitibet 
all bal e6en lJe~berte bogmatif cfje !Bed. ll6et aucfj !Jlelienlitu" r* 
bie rutijerif dje S!eijre bon bet IDodlidjm ~inge6ung bet ~ti~ ni"t au 
tijrem Ulecfjt fommen. <!t nimmt IDoijl cine auggestio realia, aln: 
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l)le 9creln1Qtc Suttcrtr • a1~ 1111b bit '1crlallnf41lrat1011. 899 

llf4t elm naeetio ftrbalia cm. C& f~t: "God, pamculari11 tu 
Bol1 Bpiril, toU e&enve m their orit,i,I b11 tl101/ of whal ia called 'ia­
lliraffon.• By means of thia 'inbrecuhing' of the Holy Spirit the 
writma of the various boob of the Bible were led to wrUe down, e&e­

CIIJUel11 tu iau GRtl concept. 11111aiened in them b11 the Hol11 Spirit. 
2'lue lllriten were thua the apokumen of GotJ:' (6. 1'4). IBiebetum: 
'Tu WNen of the 1111rioua boob of the Bible were not reduced to 
.,,. fMcJwJniama [hlal fa hlaljt ift]. God worked in And with the 
Nered writer, in 11ivin11 them their iclea11 [a&et nidjt meljd]. Thia 
llrinciple ia not foreign to our thinking; for in human uperience we 
are eontinualb imparting and receiving ideas from others. Thia God 
did wA web. clarilg antl forco that tlUJ writer11, being imbued will, 
Ile Hol11 Spirit, faithfully recorded th.0110 t·rut1,.,. God go.we them their 
•llriala in the light of their own. peculia.ritioa a.nd ezperiencu~ 
(6.145). ilal !Iingt biet &efiet, all tual 6ingmaftet fdjz:eibt; abet 
bie i!qre bon bet hlortiidjcn Q:inge&ung bet 6djrift hJirb bamit nodj 
nill1t geteljrt, hlcnigftcnl Iic!ennt fie !J'lellcntJrudj nidjt in !Iaten, ljc1Ien 
IBorten. 

IBebeutenb &effct nodj ftanb bcr !iiraiidj bcrftorbenc D. ~of. 6tumi,, 
President of Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary, ::Min­
neapoli1, llinn., in fcincm Tl&e 01,riatian Fa.it1,, bal im ~aljre 1982 
etfdjien. 'In 6tump1 Slogmatif ift mandjcl au lo&cn, o&hJoljI fie bodj 
audj an biclen C5te1Icn bict au luiinf djen illiriglii{st unb bie 6djriftlcljrcn 
nidjt immet ffar unb rein aum Wulbtucf Iiringt. Wudj C5tump &dennt 
fidj nidjt ffar unb bcutlidj aut .2cljrc bon bet 111ortiidjcn Q:inge&ung bet 
~ft. ~ie .2eljre unfcrct lutljcrifdjcn Slogmatifer illiet bic tnedJaI• 
infpiration ftc1It et aum 5tciI bcdcljd bar, inbem ct foot: "The 11a.cred 
writer, 111ore regarded. aa mere amanuot111ea, who tu1'0te down what God 
dictated. Oonaequently in thoir 11iew no 1,uman element ellleret! into 
fle aoritin11 of the 11acrccl boob", IDal einfadj ljiftorlfclj nidjt ricljtig ift; 
bmn unf ere ~ogmatifet lja&cn nic cine f otdj mcdjanif cljc tner&alinfpira• 
tion Qeleljrt, hlie fie ljict Stump lief djrci6t. ff ernct: "Paul was 
eminently human; but 110 wns nevertheless nn inspired man. His 
UIIJliration, however, was an inspiration in matters of religio~" 
(6. 818.) "It must be homo in mind that tho Bible is a :religious 
book and not a text-book on science. Tho holy writers were inspired 
with a 1upematural Jmowledgo of God and His will; and on these 
111bjecta their word■ aro final and infallible. On acientifie matters 
they neither knew nor profesaed to know more than other men of 
their dJrs." (<5. 819 f.) Sliel fcljcint barauf ljinau111eifen, ba{s bet 18et• 
faffer bie ~nfpiration in bcn 9lcaiien nidjt ancdcnnt. Su betf el&en 
Eiq{ufsfotgerung hlerben hlir gcnotigt, hJenn h>it Ief en: "The writer 
of Geneaia lacked of course such a knowledge of the vaatneaa of the 
uniYene and of tho nature of chemical and geological proceues aa the 
modern man l)Olle88el.'' (<5. 66.) Slie hJeitete !Culfilljrung aeigt, bafl 
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880 l)le ~erclnlotc 2utterlf lie atrcOe 11nb Ille llcihllafptdtln. 

Stumi, bal Secljl tagelDed Ieugnet, tudI a: Irie ~~ nl4t a,n,bawit. 
tuie fie Iautet. l)aljet mil ff en tuit auclj bon iljm f agen, bal er, lllalla• 
ftenl in f einem l8uclj, in bet i?eljte bon bet ~fl,imtion nf4t Pill 
tedjt ftcljt. a. 

ftommcn tuit nun auf bie jilngftcn <Enttuic!Iungm, bOt allem bl 
bcn Ii6erafen Ateifen bet ULO, bie 6efonbetl im Lulllmal unll noel 
mcljt im .Luthor1.1n 01,urch QuartorZ,, bon QJctt'11&urg, "'·• qtcn 
i>iffenful ljafJen au !Bode fommcn Iaffen. i>al &efagt a1Ierbingl nodj 
nicljt, bafs bie oanae ULO &etcit ift, gcgen bie Iutljetif dje 2eljre bOn 
bet luortricljcn eingwung bet ~eiiigen 6djti~ ,rote~ au ulje&en. 
3m @cgentcif, im ,.i?utljerifcljen 4'erolb" finb gerabe in ben betgangme11 
!Dlonnten crquicfenbe 8eugniff e filt bie !Bnljrljeit bicfet 1!eljre gdmult 
tuorbcn. 3nnnetljin, ba[s in bet ULO fo biefe unb fo angefeljme 
!perf oncn an bet i!cljre bon bet 18cr6alinfi,iration fo gana ungeftmft 
.ttritif ilfJen bilrfen, ift bodj ljodjft &ef otgnilerrcgenb. 

4'icrfilt cinige l8eifi,icfe. ~n bet ~anunmummct (19815) Id 
L,dhsran. 01,urcl, Quarterly I,cfi,tidjt unf ere st>ogmatif bet in hJritm 
fftcif en fJcfannte unb audj geadjtcte i!eljret unb 6cljtei&ct !Jl. 0, 
!Balentine. ~n feinct ganacn !Jteacnfion bcz:riit ct ben ,.anbern Cki(l• 
bet mobernen 5tljeologic, bcn IUir in unf ercr !Dlitte nicljt ancrfennm 
fonncn. er fdjreifJt 11. a.: "N1.1tu rally, tl,oroforo, the material v 
ahaped into tlte farm of tl,o traditio1&al prc1JOnt1.1tion of the Jliuouri 
8y11od', well-known. doctri·nal poaitiou. Underlying it, nol 011lr tl• 
generic Prote,tant doctrine of tl.e Holy Bcriptu.rea 1.11 the onlr ruz. 
of faith. a.nd practi, o, but tl1 0 Miasouri. doctrine of 11erbal inapiratio•" 
(bon un6 ljcrborgeljofJcn). S>nnn aiticrt er mit ftndct ffl>Icljnuna 
<Sii~e nu6 unf erer S>ogmntif, luorin luir bnrlcgcn, lua6 aul bcr .l!c~rc 
bon bet !8crbaiinfpiration mit ~nlucnbuno auf bie <Scljrift fcl&ft fofQt, 
niimlidj, fura gcfnfit, bnu infofgc bet !8crbnlinfpirntion bic onnae edjrift 
in nllcn i~rcn Stcifcn unb nllrn iijrcn !Boden GloUc6 cigencl !!Bod i[t. 
lllnfcntinc f cT6ft il6t nn bcn <Siivcn nidjt .ftritif; nfJcr lual barin gefagt 
luir.b, ift iijm nidjt gc,icric Protcalant doctrine of tho Holy Scripture,. 
f onbern Miasottri. S u11od doctrine, bon bet er fidj Toif agt. IDcrl giflt 
18 a I en tin c an, 1uc1m cz: ococn <Sd)Iufi bicfcr ilcfprcdjuno fummarif4 
f djrciCJt: "Tho book under review Jorgely derives its differentiating 
features nnd conclusions from its underlying doctrine of the Scrip­
tures a, requiring for thoir proper in terpretation. tho theory of cerkl 
inapiration. . • . T/1,1Jse di ffering attitude, in 0,ppro1.1Ch.ing the '°""" 
material of Ol&ri8tian tlteologu ineuitably rcau.lt in differing iil'8r­
prctationa and ia differing view, of tho conaequ.oncea tht.11 follow, for 
fait1• 1.1nd practi se." !llit bcm ~tinailJ, bal !UaTcntine ljiet auifpri4t, 
ljat cl f cine Dlidjtig?cit. 2Bcr bic !8crbnlinfi,irntion annimmt, IVirb bie 
<Sdjrif t oana nnbcrl &cljnnbcln af6 bcr, 1ucTdjcr Irie !Ucr&alinfpiration 
bcrroirf t, unb Icibcz: gcljort nun !llafcntinc au benen, bie bet 1!eijre bOR 
bet hJortiidjen ~inge&uno bet <Sdjrif t nidjt auftimmcn. 
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8a?enffne fdjtie~ f etne 9tqenfion mit dna: lttitl!, Ille uni all baJ 
tdlte &r, ilet unfete ICdJeit Qt1t. C& fctul&t: "Tho•• w1&o tluin 
• ,.,,.,._,,., of Ohri,litm doctrine, a, fher, are pre,,mlod b the 
Llltleran Oonfe,,ion, ,mtl oarZy dollfflGeician,, a, lhe,o, in. tum., are 
a,lciud and inhrprefod br, accredilod Jliuouri Br,nod loa.chin11, wiU 
ju fli, 11 t:on11enient handbook. Tho,e w1&o are 1eel.-in11 G di,,:u,rion 
•I Owlian dot:lrine, in the Zight of pre,ent-dGr, hov,Zodgo and 
liinlin11 and lhe probZom, t1,oy have created for the theologian tuiU 
la11 fo looi oZ,evih.ere." iUnientine mill alf o nidjt bie "Ohri■tian doc­
trina u they are presented by the Lutheran Oonfes■ion■ and early 
doimaticiana"; ct h>ilI bie mobcmc ~eoiooic mit iijren ncucn 
tlproblema for the theologian". 

~n bet ~uiinummct bell Luther,m. Ohurch QuartorZ11 h>itb P. ff. 
tlua,i,udjtl Bib lo Hi,toru B af crencea bon lt. :it. IBenac &cfptodjen. ffl>et 
cwdj ,in finben h>it einc a&fiillioc IBcmcduno il&ct bic bon uni bet" 
fntme 1!e,re bon bet !Ocrbaiinfpitation. IBcnae fdjtci&t: "Tho ,tand­
poiat i, t1aat of 11orbaZ inapiration. to ,uch an eztent that tho day, of 
Genui, are treated aa day, of twont11-f our hour, oach." ma ran ijat 
fq audj !Oaientinc in unf crct moomati! ocftoucn, unb untct bcn eavcn, 
bic er mih&iliiocnb in f cinct 9lcacnfion anfilijrt, finb f oidjc h>ic bief c: 
.. Thi, 11erbal in,pimtion cover, t1,,a entire content of tho Biblo, incZud­
ing t1ae 'AiatoricaZ, goograpkicaZ, arckoalogical, and acicntific maltor, 
contained in Ila Bcripturaa.'" "Oonrilte1dl71 witk thia it i, main­
tained, i11 treatin11 of tho doctrino of creation, that 'tl,e whole univorao 
hi created in •iz day, of twenty-four hour, each. To ckango the N 
dap into a mere moment or to 02:pand them into million, of 71aar, i• 
•vualli, contrary lo Scripture.'" ltnfete G.legnet in bet ULO 1Uo1Icn 
alfo feinc i!eijrc bon bet .~nfpitation, bic bic oanac e~rift @ottel 
11nf~I&au1 Sod fcin Iii5t. 11Jlan h>ilI OJrabc in bet ~nfpitation ijaben: 
d ID a I gana infpiricrt; bi c Ic ll h>cnigct inf pitied; an bet e I , 
1Die ,Oifforif~el, Wtdjiioiooif ~cl uftu., oat nidjt inf Pitied. 

Unb h>ic benft man fi~ bicf c oanae eadjct ~n bet Wpriinummet 
(1935) ma~t bicfen !Uunft W. ~- Sleiv ban &no ~llanb, 9l. f)., 
Trinen i!efcrn frat, inbcm ct f~tciT>t: "And so, taking the Bible a■ 
we havo it to-day and recognizing whato11ar doubt or uncortaint11 there 
""'' bo about any of it, atatoment, [bon uni 1jetboi:oc1;obcn], wo may 
liken tho teaching of tho Bible to n Jnrge circlo nt the center of which 
we place Obrist nnd the cross, since the Bible i1 primarily the book 
of redemption through Obrist. Then, around that center, there i1 
-a large rogion of cortaint71 whic1, include, all the great teaching, of 
the Biblo about religion and moralit71. Out at tho circumforcnco we 
DIB7 place theeo uneaaentiaZ ma.ltera [bon uni ijetborocijo&cn] about 
,rhich for •~ reason there may be some doubt, ,uch a, hi,torical in.­
-aecuracie,, numoricaZ error,, etc. Now, if we inquire, How fu out 
toward the circumference doe■ tho region of certainty e.ztend t answers 
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may differ, but for the present writer fAe regioft of ctr,-,, reacu, 
fa.r out taww tlae circumference. II incl1"la n1""""1&ral • 
miraculou., elemenu in tlae Bible; for IJ.e procaa of At&IIIM ,._,. 
non lo11ica.U11 N(ltN'Q more or leu of IAe .u1erncanral Cllll aira­
uloua (I]. n includaa in 11,mera.l tJ.e hiatorw in tlae Bible, rinc:• tut 
hiato,.,,, 10Aen c1&allan11atl, 1&aa a.go.in Gnd a.go.in bam 11011,d IICCtO'IIII 
a.nd reliable on further inveati11ation. • (fflf o bie IBif>eI ift nf4t 
a priori, fonbctn nut a posteriori hJa~t; bal ~eibt, man glaulit ni4t 
CBott, f onbetn bcn VCtdjiioTogcn unb etftoti!crn.) "Of coune, fiDaDy 
wo come out to the region of uncarlaintg (bon uni ~etbot:Q~ft] 
where tho Bible oa we hovo it to-day leavea ua in doubt bec:Gun of 1M 
condition of tha tc:d or becauaa of tho appa.rant contradiction or ~ 
lhin11 of th, 1..-ind. Thua tha realm of certainty gnulvall11 fatlu nl 
into the uncertain and unl:nown, just oa it does in every other depart­
ment of human knowledge." (~ft bcnn bie IBi&eT ein menf~­
IBudj?) "But tl,o praaanco of aomo doubtful matlera al the cvcsa· 
farence of Bible taaching ih.ould not be allowed ,0 t1'ro111 an, dado1f 
over the great central region of unqucationatl aaaura.nce and cem,-_• 
(i!Bet gwt uni abet bicf e "unquestioned oaauronce and certitude", 
lvcnn Irie !Bibel nidjt gana <BottcB eigcneB m!od ifU .ffonnte fidj ~ 
i8ibc[ nidjt audj ~ice ittcn?) S'iit ~cit, i ft bic iBi&cI nidjt me'Ot 
QlotteB !Bott, fonbctn cnt~iiit nur QlottcB tmott, unb a1uat nut in 
i~tcn "central regions". Unb f o batf er in cincm angef e~enen t~, 
fogif djcn !Blatt bet ULO f djcei&cn. 

ffllet lvit finb nodj nidjt fcttig. ~n betf et&en ,Zummec bel 
Quarterly (\l!1>ti[ 1035) finben lvit aud} cinen anbem \l!rlifel mit bet 
fi6etfdjtift "Tho Bible-the Word of God". ~t ftammt aul bet ffebet 
3oijn ffllcdt,I bon <!lcttt,B6utg. SDcr ctftc Stcit bell Wdifelil ift ii&er, 
fdjtie6en "Weokncu of the Theory of Verbal Inspiration". ffliaU, 
To6t unf ere i>ogmatit a[B cine "vory fioo Christion dogmotica", 6emuft 
a6er: "Wilh. all ita atrong pointa in ila loyalt11 to iu t'lt.eoTJI of verllal 
inapiralion tha.t guaranteea an in,f alliblo Bible, antl further m fid.ZU, 
to tAe confuaiona formulated i.n the ai%taenth. century, a reatlir111 of ii 
11ot makea one wontler wl,ether it ia a theology for men of our a,.• 
(!Silt man benn nidjt mett Irie d)tiftTid)c ~eoTooie, bie in bet unfeOt, 
6atcn <Sdjtift unb in bcn f djtiftgcmii&cn i8e!cnntniffcn unf mt tutOe• 
tifcljcn ftitdje niebctgcTcgt ifU) "One need but 1oint lo it. 1raer1t.­
tion of the dfJclrine of creation. aa being finiaAed in ai% dar• of lwnlr­
four how-a ea.ch. to ,ee that it follow• 11 view of acri1ture tlaal 1110ull 
ma.h a 11ootl many who a.re loyal to tho acri1turea unable lo folln, ii.• 
Cfflf o, um unf ct mobemiftif djeJ i:ljeoTogengefdjTedjt unb f eine .aufge, 
!liirlm" 3ilnget untet ben 1!aien nidjt bot ben •~f au ftoben, barf 
man nicljt mqt Te~rcn, tual bie (Scljtift f eT6et fo !lar Te~d, namTidj ba~ 
CBott in f edjl natildidjcn Stagen - bon anbem Stag en re bet .!1lof d 
bodj lualtliclj im <Sdj~fungl6etidjt nicljt - gef djaffen ,at.) 
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lfuna:: "We .Lut"8rt11U 7la171 ao ah-cued tAe penpicacUJI of 
fl, acn,h&ru CUld tAe ri,At of privau judgm1t1t "' tMir inte,pnC. 
U.. [i)al mufs a1Iabtngl ~ betJanben tuetben; tub: &etonen bal 
"rithl of printe judgment'' gegenilfJet bet llnmafsung bet tihnif dJen 
•~. bafs nut ble ~liige IRuttet eccleaia, 1:efp. bet ,apft, ble ~tift 
lleifte~n fann, nidjt abet bet einfcittige ~tift; ein "privato judgment" 
in ~m Slnnr bafs jebet !Renf dj bie 6djtift nadj f einem eioenen i)iln!et 
aulCegen bcn:f, gefteljen tuit niemanb au, f onbetn fJeljaua,ten auf GJ1:unb 
bet fi4tift: Bcriptura Scripturam intcrpretaturl] that w• are ifl 
da,er ifl our t"8ological formulation& of failing to 11i110 duo woi11b.t to 
fA1 corporate t1'inkin11 of tl&a Ob.urcb. under tho Spirif• 11uidtince ... 
(!Beffagt fidj bet 6djtei&et bariilJet, bah tuit bet ffitdje !ein tRedjt gelJen, 
4ti[tt .. S!eljten aufaufte1Ient ~ I fdjeint fo.) "But then tl&a quntion 
llnlta wht"8r auc7. corporate thinking can be confined to any ou 
PtriotL" (SDet (Sdjtei&et mill offen&at 1?eljtfod&itbung, f o bafi h>it nidit m* au gfaulJen lJtaudjcn, GJott ljafJe bie 5lBelt in f edil natildidien 
l:agm gef djaffen, f onben1 bie ~boiutionl tijcotie anneijmcn biitfen." 
•B,d n111 keeping within tho limita of tho acripturea, can we ncapo 
Iron ca proceu of aelection that makaa aomo trutka normative and 
re1uZati11e, other• aubordinate and periplleraZf'' "Tho aaint who Zovea 
1&ia Bible [a&et nidjt fo ~bib im 119. ~faim] doea maka a difference 
ht1a1111 the diacouraea in the upper room antl the Apocalypae and 
ht1a1111 the Paalma and La.mentationa, oven aa Lu.tl&er made a dif­
f•rer&ce betwee11 tlu, apiatlea of Paul and that of Jamee." (i)c1: !Bet" 
gteidj gilt nidjt, h>ei( 1?utijet ben ~afoflul fltief aII cin Antilegomenon 
&eltalfitde; alle Homologumenn flcttadjtetc unb &cijanbeltc 1?utljet bon 
I &ii 8 all QSottcl eiocncl , IDaljtcB unb bal @etuiff en fJinbenbel !Bod, 
felbft bie ~tonotooic.) 

tluf bie ffraoc " Whnt is meant when we cnll the Bible the Word 
of God f' fdjtei&t bann fflledl): "In timea pad and for not a few now 
Ile auaaer ii a 11er11 aimple one. Tlia vary worda of acript·ure are Illa 
Word of God. The Bible and tho Word are one and the aame." (I.So 
Jr"n tuit !Riffoutiet nodj ijeutc, 11nb bcl ijar& bcllagt man fidj biclet" 
otfl ii&et uni. 911111 abet !onunt el : "May I hara th.rota off 
n1er11 and data how I • • • have been compelled to reviae my owfl 
approach to the Biblef It waa both. my duty and an o:,,;altad privilege 
lo Ir, to proclaim and bear witneaa to th.e tru.tlta tau11M in the Bible 
hfore me11 who profeaaecl loyalty to othar aacrad writing,." (QJi&t el 
fo(dje aufsetija(C, bet 6djtifU "Eveu tlieir Weltanaclu11,ung, or pkilo­
,oplicaZ outlook, waa different from that in whic1. I had been reared 
a11d felt ffl.fHlf at homo." "I found I could not meat th.ue by fallin11 
bac1: 011 t1'e c'4im lhat th.a Bible waa tho li teral W ortl of God by 
1uti1111 ,aua,ea of acripturea that are auppoaad [fot] to aupport t1'ii 
1'ie11. "I found that other faitka make even drongar claima for t1.eir 
01111 eacred writing•." "One waa compelled to 110 on to aft a:amin• 

u 
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,w,. of the acriplurt• fhem.tel11ea, and lheir auU&oril1 of el, ffll4 
would in fhe end have lo be made lo red °" fAe a1'11aorilJ of el, '""1 
lhe acriplurea contain." ".At1tl in doing fli.u, on• '°°' co,a,.U. lo 
di6erffitiale bal111een varioua Ze11eZ. of acripfure." (SDal ljd~t, IIUllqd 
ift tualjr, mandjel ift nidjt hKtijr; o. g. nadj bel 6djremul 1UeUem 
9'arfcguno: tuo bon bcr IBicfmcibcrci bcr tpatriard}en uftD. ~ 
mirb, bnl ift cin "lower level" ber 6djtift.) "It compela one lo dorl•• 
hu linaa of defonao", bal ljcif}t, "to limit oneaelf lo JHUI and Hist 
crucified." (fflict luic lucnn fidj 111111 bic ~cibcn audj baron ,otenl 
<Soll man bann nudj bicl nfl uninfpiticrt fallen falf enl So tDeit 
gcljen bnnn ja nudj bie eittemcn !Jlobetniften.) "OtlO may well ad 
the quaalion wliother ,non llava not bsen f'epeUod al limea b1 • •v­
lumdling of tl,o &cripttirea, and that, too, by thoao who have been •od 
11ealoua in tl,cir defe11ac. At1d thc,i, whon ono r ee:,;a,mine• the 1t:ri~ 
lv.n:• from lhu atandpoint [bais in bet <Sdjrift betf djiebene Im,ls finb, 
bon bcncn mandjc @ottc.6 !!Bod, anbcrc !Jlcnfdjenluod finb], he .a, lie 
a-urpriaod. to aeo tl,at thia ia ;ust ,uhat thoao very acriptun• ad lia 
to do." 9lirgcnbB hit baa bic ~cifigc 6djtiftl 

ltnb 111111 nut 11odj cinigc tucifcre 6iit,c aul bcm fangen Wrtiftl. 
fflJcrllJ fdjrci6t: "It rnises the question, pcrhnps n somewhat delicate 
one, but n question thnt must be fnced, wliethor thero may bo facl'Ual 
errors ·in the &a.creel records. . • • If it [this question] raillCI per• 
plcxitios in tho minds of Jo,•crs of tho ,vord, ,11.a11 it ,iot aZ.o ,.,line 
'1,em in rc&olv111g otl,.er cZiffec11ltiea'I 0110 nta,y point to 11,o 11177 evidlat 
fact tlta.t in ma,tle,·a of payc1iology [!Bo bcnn a. SB.¥] the Biblical 
tDf'itora followed tho accepted view• of their own time." (fflfo ni4t 
@ott, r onbcrn pure !Jlcnfdjcngciftct ljn&cn bie SBi6cI gcfdjritbml) 
"Wliy 8hould 0110 be perpluad. if Ila fi11da l11.at equ.al freedom t11'U1t k 
allowed th.om in uring tho coamology of their day'I• 

Wff o fOafcntinc, S)ci~. 9C6crflJ - aUca ljcrborragcnbc i!eljrtr in 
bcr ULO - finb i!cugnct bet bon bcn 6rlc1111tniBtrcuc11 Int,crifdjcn Str• 
tcibigcm borgctraocncn 1111b bcrtcibigtcn <Sdjriftrcljrc bon bcr gottlidjcn 
~ingwuno bet onnacn ~cifigcn 6djrif t. 

SI>odj mit &rcdjcn a&. ltnfl luat cf! &ci biefcm 9Crtifcf barum au tun, 
aul bcn ncucftcn ~u&Iirationcn bet ULO bnraufcgcn, luie fii,renbe 
Bnannct bort ftcijcn unb tebcn. ffllerbingl nidjt nUe. 5!:>nl tDiffcn IUit. 
fflJct mill bie ULO bcm rutijcrijdjen .Sier flnrct, rcincr i!c,rbarfrgung 
auf Wrunb bet 6djrif t tuidlidj naijct fommcn, ba1111 mu{} fie 1h, t" 
au~ t ii&cn.•) 

•) !1111 brrolrlc6e 1uc6 ble fol1rnbrn llrtUd In blefrr 8eltfc6rl": I, 111-; 
II, 100-193; 855--066; 754-761; m, 041; V, 192-198; III, 838-8C& -
S>. • e b • ~- st. !Ji ii I Ie r. 
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