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Concordia, 
Theological Monthly 

VoLVI NOVEMBER. 1935 No. 11 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church the True 
Visible Church on Earth. 

Ou of the two es1&y1 read at the convention of the Miuouri Synod, 
held in Cleveland, 0 ., June, 1935. 

L 
When Dr. Walther, at the so-called General lieeting of our 

B.Jnocl. held in St. Louis in 1866, began tho diacUBBion of his eaaay 
OD the topic "Tho Evangelical Lutheran Church tho True Visible 
Church of God on Earth," it was realized by the delegates that a 
hir)iq important subject engaged their attention; and while on ac­
count of lack of timo only a part of the csaay could be considered, it 
WU :n!IOlved to print it in its entirocy in order that at the District 
conventions ita remaining @ections might be studied and discll8Sed. 
In thil •~ the publication of this work wna brought about, one of the 
famoua cluaic treatiaes of Dr. Waltl1er, which, together with his two 
boob, TAe Ohurch and the Miniatry and Th.a Proper State of a,a 
BH11t1elical. Lutheran. Congregation, constitutes a priceless heritage of 
which every Lutheran theologian should avail himself. It is signifi­
cant that after a lapae of almoat sevency years the same topic baa 
been chOIClD by our venerable President to bo one of the subjects on 
which we shall bestow aome special meditation theso doys. Tremen­
dous changes havo occurred, several generations have come and gone, 
the world has advanced on a numbor of fronta, tho North Pole baa 
been reached and the stratosphere invaded, gigantic wars have rocked 
the foundationa of the civilized peopfcs, men have become weaker and 
wiaer in various ways, proaperi1;,y hos turned its periodic somersaults 
with Q'Jlical unooncern, in the schools theories have been propounded, 
'believed, defended, declared enthroned once for all among the grand 
truths of the ages, and then unceremoniously, ungcntly put on the 
acrap-heap of outworn notions; but here is the lliaaouri Synod of 
the Lutheran Church in this year of grace 1985 considering, uttering, 
and confcaing tho aamo challenging declaration which the fathers 
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808 The Lutheran Chmela the True Vlalble Clum:Ja. 

\l'oiced a :,ear after Appomattm. That ia cm1ainJ,J a ■triking phe­
nomenon in thia unatable, :restleu, conatantl:, ahifting modem wmld, 
a apecial mark-Jet ua sa:, it with genuine gratitude-of dim 
mere,:, and goodnesa. 

With interest ono reads in tho IQ'Dodieal report of 1888 how 
Dr. Wnlthcr introduced his esaa:,. In a freo tranalation bi■ word■ 
ma:, bo given thus: "In tho post, Synod has been compelled to treat 
chieft,y tho doctrine of tl10 invisible Church, tho communion of uint■, 
which is the one l1oly Christion univorsol Church, and the error had 
to be combated tl1nt the hol:, Christion Ohurch is identical with the 
Lutheran Church. On nocount of this worfore the l[iaaouri SJDOd 
hos been suspect.eel in mnn:, quarters of having a low opinion of the 
true visible Church, tho Luthomn, ond of having unioni■tic ten· 
dencies, regarding connection with tl10 Lutheran Church a■ • matter 
of indifl'ercncc. Tho struggle for tho right definition of the inM"ble 
Churcl1, by the grace of God, hos been crowned with victor:,; for 
nobody still hos tho nudocity to equate tho ho}:, Ohriatian Chmch 
with the Lutheran Church. This being tho cnsc, Synod should not 
hesitate no,v to nttock tho other wrong conception, to wit, that we 
do not cnro in which Church a person holds membership, that in our 
eyes oll denominations have equal rights and vnluo; ond it is highly 
desirable that we set forth on tl1e bosis of tbo Scriptures and our 
Confessions tliot tho Lutheran Church is tho true visible Church of 
God hero on cnrth in order to nssure ourselves ognin of the correctnm 
of this cloim ond to awake in our hearts thoughta of rejoicing Oftl' 

our blessed atntus." 
How instructi\"e a pnrogropb this is, my brethren I Walther and 

his coworkers ns well os nll :Cnitbful teachers and confessors before 
their time hod to auJJer from tho aUncks of short-sighted, turbulent, 
bickering, bellicose extremiats, who, seeing only one half of the truth, 
trained tho guna of their wrntluul criticism on those who would not 
shnre their one-sided position. Because our fnthers nliantl,r ClOJl• 

tended for the principle that there ore children of God in the other 
Chriatian denominations, they were co11cd l1olf-hcarted, dialo:,al Lu• 
thorans; and ognin, bccouao they insisted that tho Lutheran Church 
is tho true visible Church of God on enrth, they, 118 history omp]J 
attests, were given such unlovely cpithcta os "norrow-minded," 
"bigoted/' and "pharisaic.'' Is not this a striking confirmation that 
the,r were octuall:, pursuing the right course, which, 118 we know, lie■ 
between the extremes and often :resembles a rocky path on a JWTOY 

ridge between two ravines, a path to be walked with fear and 
trembling, while down below, on either aide, trHeling is eu:, and 
according}:,, instead of fear and trembling, one obeerves • good 
deal of what the British cnll "cockiahneas," braggadocio and eelf-
81111el'tivenea I 
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The Lutheran Clmrch the T~ Vlllble Church. 808 

To be 111n, the CODTimtion in 1888 wu not the int occuion. 
1IPDll which our fathera voiced such a gran.cl conviction about the 
cbancter of the Lutheran. Church. Thia conviction wu a hob' fire 
which had burned in the hearta of Walther, W7Deken, Bihler, and 
their prominent colaborera when they emigrat.ed to thia country 
l8Nral decades earlier, and unhesitatingly, enmeatly, and fervently 
the, had apoken of it whenever an opportunity had presented itself. 
And when Dr. Walther founded tho papor Der Lutherans,, this high 
claim about the Luthernn Church was one of its eTer-recurring 
lhibboletha. Noto tho four aims which the .Lutheraner, according to 
the Int number, appearing September 7, 1844, had fixed for itself: 
fint, to acquaint people with the doctrine, the trenaures, and the 
luatorJ of tho Lutheran Church; secondly, to prove that this Church 
ia not one of the Christian sects, that it ia not a new, but the old 
Apoatolio Church; thirdly, to show how a person na a genuine Lu­
theran DllQ' believe rightly, live piously, suffer patiently, and die 
happily; fourthly, to combat errorists, especially such na fnlaely bear 
the Lutheran nnme. 

What precisely did our fathers mean when they spoke of the 
Lutheran Church na tl1e true visible Church of God on earth 1 
Certainly not thnt it is the only snving Church outside of which 
there i1 no help for poor sinners. The introductory remarks of 
Dr. Walther which I quoted a few minutes ago ore proof thnt no such 
utravogant claim was intended. And npart from Scriptural con-
1ideratione, l1ow cou1d a consistent Lutheran declare our Church to 
be tho only eaving Church when Dr. Luther himself repeatedly and 
emphatically stated that in tho Middle Ages, when the Goepel was 
lib a light put under n bushel, people wero living who were true 
children of God in spite of their outward connection with the Church 
of the Pope! That tl1ero arc true believers in the other Christinn 
denominations in which tho Word is prenched and the Sacraments are 
administered the fathers cheerfully and gratefully acknowledged. 
Neither did they wish to any that tho Lutheran Church is an in­
fallible Church, wl1ose resolutione and decrees aro inspired and hence 
muat ho obeyed by Christiane. How could they have championed such 
• view and still have cnUed themselves loyal foUowere of Luther, 
who with tremendous force, in incontrovertible arguments, had set 
forth the fnllibility of church councils! Nor did they intend to main­
tain that Lutberane, considered individually, aro better Chriatinne 
than the believers in other denominatioDB, Whatever criticism may 
bo leveled at them, it will have to be grant~ by aU who know their 
writings that they cannot justly be accused of ha,•ing been blind 
toward their own weaknesses, frailties, nnd shorta>mings and those 
of their fellow church-members, that, on the contrary, they manifested 
a healthy tendency of eclf-criticiam, which operated to keep them 
from developing a superiority complex in the field of moralit;y. 
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What thq did mean to aaert ii teneJ;, stated b;r Walths DI 
the treatite to which I have referred repeatadJ7: •A, true Yilible 
Church ii that one onq in which the Word of God ii taught DI ita 
purit.7 and the Sacraments are adminiatered according to the Golpe).• 
And then, in a later paragraph, he atatea: "If the Ennp1ical Lu­
theran Church poaaesses the characteriatica of the pzeachiq of the 
pure Word of God and of the adminiatration of the Sacnmmta ac­
cording to the Goepel, it is the true visible Church of God on earth.'' 
Thore follows then a thorough investigation, at the end of which 
Walther declares: "Hence the Evangelical Lutheran Church poa­
aeasea all esaential characteriatics of the true viaible Church of Goel 
on oarth as they aro found in no other communion known to ua, and 
hence it does not need a reformation in doctrine." We ■- there are 
two criteria the fathers applied, the preaching of the unadulterated 
Word and the S.criptural administration of the Sacraments, criteria 
that aro rcmarknble in their simplici~, sane in their requirement■, 
objective o,•er against nil mystical, subjective moonahine, comprehm· 
aivo in thoir demands, and utterly cvnngelicnl in being limited to 
what ii essential. 

Tho teachings of the Lutheran Church are Scriptural, and ita 
administration of tho Sacraments conforms to tho divine inatituticm. 
".Any organization can sny that," we nre told; "in fact, all churchea 
do any it. Look at tho long nrrny of Christion denominations, which 
all profess loyal adherence to Bible-teachings; and it will be difllcu]t 
to find nny that admits having introduced n defection from Scriptme 
in ita obsonance of tho Sacraments. Tho claim which you make 
arises from so many quarters that it foils to be impreuive. What 
ia needed is proofs and not mero assertions.'' As wo are here repeat­
ing the great declaration of tho fathers, adopting it aa our on, 
we havo to admit that whoever asks to have it substantiated ia ab­
solutely within his rights. Sholl we now set about to furniah the 
proof I Thero is not n member of this convention, I am penuaded, 
who doubta that it can be done. Walther in his book baa pointed the 
way by dwelling at length on the attitude of the Lutheran Ohurch 
toward the Scriptures nnd tho Sncrnmonts. In the short time at our 
dispoaal, however, it would hardly be advisable to attempt thia 
elaborate, comprehensive task nnd marshal evidence proving in a care­
ful, painstaking demonstration that the teachings of the Lutheran' 
Church arc all truly Biblical. Let us rather content ounelves here 
with reminding one another that to the inquirer or to one who doubt■ 
the correctness of the claim of our Church we can hardl,r make a 
better reply than to invite him, Come and see; judge for~ 
Let him examine the confessional writing■ of the Lutheran Church, 
especially Luther's Small Catechism and the Aupburg Confmion; 
let him compare what they any with the divine norm of the Scrip-
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tva. md we are convinced, if the examination ia made with 1111. 

llllprejuclioed, unbiued mind, the outcome will be favorable to the 
... of om beloved Church. . 

Imtead of acting now u the guide of~ au.ch inquirer, let ua 
nther uk ounelvee in what frame of heart and :mind, with what 
feelinp and eentimenta, intentions and upirationa, we are to voice 
the old claim that tho Lutheran Church ia the Ohurcb of the un­
adulterated Word and Sacraments. It aeoma to mo that, aa we are 
placing ounelvea on the platform of Walther and his coworkera, we 
Dlllll be aware that thereby wo are firat voicing a firm doctrinal 
amYiction, leCODdly expressing a deep appreciation, and thirdb' 
acbcnrledging a 10lemn reaponaibilit:,. 

IL 
While it mQ be that the full import of the claim wo aro con­

lidering i1 hidden even from many membera of the Lutheran Church, 
IIO one who ia making it intelligently can be ignorant of what I before 
in :puaing have called its cballenging cbaract.er. To !Jive our Church 
nch a high title ia aounding a note which ia seldom beard in tbeae 
clQa. The temper of tho timea in doctrinal matt.era is in favor of 
lllft-pedaling, of pinno and pinniSBimo, - remember, pleaae, I am not 
now apeaking of actual music, - of the sonorous and senauous har­
monies of Italian operas, of sweet lullabiea and amoroua dittiea set to 
amtimental ain. Thinking of the realm of doctrine onco more and 
'lllllll muaical terms figuratively, can you imagine tho present age 
producing 111ch chorals vibrating with strength and virility oa Bin' 
fm, Burg ut un,er Gott and .A1.11 tiefer Not ,chrei' ich zu dir or 
• aoul-stirring Bach fugue! I.ooving motopbora oaide, what I mean 
ii thia. Thero ia nowadays very seldom to bo observed an insistence 
Oil pure Scriptural doctrine. Having begun their history with the 
■-tion that their diatinctivo teneta ore all token from the Bible 
and are important, the Reformed churcli-bodiea, senorally apeaking, 
DOW can be obecned to exhibit much indifference toward their official 
creed. When the matter of Christion teacliiog is touched on in 
religiou1 conventions and asaemblies, there ia, oa a rulo, little or no 
debate; the moat discordant viewa may be voiced by tho various 
apeabn, and that ia not permitted to disturb tho aorenit:, of the 
atmoepbere. The ao-called Coneervativea, profCBBing belief in the 
Bible, and the ill-named ProgreBBives, rejecting large portions of 
the Scriptures, decide to forget their differencea and to march ahead 
arm in arm u though the gulf dividing them were nothing but an 
unqinary line drawn on some inconsequential chart by a dyspeptic 
&qrapher. The few men whose blood boils at aooing what the:, 
CDlllider divine truth t?eated with such contempt are hushed or voted 
into ailence, and their querulous strains are not permitted to interfere 
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808 The Lutheran Church the Tnut Vlatble Chmela. 

with the joys and tmnaports of the love-feut which, either litmaD, 
or figurati'9017, ia enacted. 

By declaring in a world which ia almost daiq growmg more 
unioniatic and indifferent that tho Lutheran Church ia the Church of 
the pure Word and the unadulterated Saeramenta, we aene notice 
that we cannot conaeientioualy join in tho chorus whose refrain ii 
"Peace," "Peace," when in reality there ia no peace; that we haft 
doctrinal com•ictiona, whieh we cannot treat light),y: 

Of tho mnny considerations whieh arc clamoring for a hearing, 
chief among the1n the Scripture injunction on tho attitude of Ohril­
tiana toward erroriats, we can touch on merely one or two. Accordins 
to our firm conviction tho teachings of the Lutheran Church are not 
man-mnde, traditional precepts, pious speculations, or the ultimate 
result of a long evolutionary process, but eternal truths, which Goel 
in Hie great mercy hns Himself revealed to tho world in the Ho]J 
Scriptures. How could we choose a course which, to ~ the leut, 
would make it doubtful whether our adherence to theao teachinp ii 
sincere and whether we arc rcal]y minded earneat),y to contend for 
tho faith which was once delivered to tho saints I The practiae of 
ignoring doctrinal differences wl1ieh is prevalent in the Proteatmt 
world to-day mny be quite fitting nnd logical in tho Cll80 of people who 
are not certain that tl1eir doctrinal position rests on divine revelation. 
It cannot consistently be adopt(!({ where tho live, genuine conviction 
reigns that tho teachings constituting tho creed of tho Church are 
strictly Biblical. While we most earnestly desire nod pray for peace 
and harmony with all who bear tho nnme of Obrist, and while we 
are willing to make great snerifiees to nttnin these ple11S11nt relatiOD1, 
there is one price which we cannot pny for thorn - the sacrifice of 
tho divinely given truth. "We desire," snys Luther, "to retain pure 
and un haken all articles of the Cl1ri tinu doctrine, whether - are 
great or small (although to us not nny one of them ia amall or in­
significant), nnd we will not yield one tittle of them. Such a coune 
is necessary; for Chri tinn doctrine is the only light wo have, which 
by its shining ond guiding points out to us tho way to bcaven. If 11'11 

suffer it to bo weakened and maimed in ono point, it will surel.r 
aoon lose all its force. . • . For ono letter, yea, ono dot of the Scrip­
tures is of greater importance thnn hcn,•en and earth.'' (Oo1D111enta on 
Gal 5, 0-12 in the Oo,nmantaru on Galatiana of 1535.) And our 
great God Himself dee1nres: "To this mun will I look, even to him 
that is poor and of 11 contrite spirit and trembloth at lb' Word," 
Ia. 66,2. 

III. 
That the designation which we give t-0 our Church, calling it the 

Church of the unadulterated Word nnd Sacraments, upresaea a firm 
conviction on our part, provided of course that we are not merely 
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The Lutheran Church the True Vlalble Church. 807 

npeating theee words mechanically, we comidered in the preceding 
mapter. The apirit of the ap ia akeptical, reilecting aomewhat tho 
doubting attitude of the criminal who on the ecnffold ia said to have 
~. "0 God, if there be a God, aavo my aoul, if I have a aoul." 
Thank God that, standing on our Lutheran Confeaaiona, wo can faco 
tha peat iaauea of life and death with a strong conviction aa to the 
whence and whither, God and man, ain and grace, tho present and 
the future. But tbia firm conviction should bo accompanied by deep 
appreciation of what wo poaseaa aa members of our Church. It must 
ba nident to every one, upon revolving the matter in hia mind a 
minute or two, that intellectual conviction and sincere appreciation 
with reapect to a certain truth do not always live and walk together. 
The outatanding example is that pointed to by James, saying, "The 
dnila alao believe and tremble." Yea, tho devils havo an unshakable 
connction touching tho great truth of tho existence of ono God, and 
Jet the only reaction which ia recorded of them is fright and fear . 

.Alaal the old adop that "familiarity breeds contempt'' is con­
Inned in the attitude of many Luthorona toward their Church. 
HaYing been it• members from tho days of infancy, constantly re­
cei,ing ita various ministrations, they hnvo grnduolly come to bo 
indifferent toward it• divinely gh•en pos8C88ions and its unfading 
beauty, and n feeling of satiety is manifesting itself in whnt they 
1111 and do with reference to tho Lutheran Church. They ore like 
children that ho,•o eaten nt mother's good tnble for many a year and 
now long to hove tho privilege of traveling salesmen and cat in hotels, 
whuo tl1Cre is a menu card with French names and where there are 
Tarious couraes with many bowls and plates and waiters with shining 
buttona and a grand opportunity of paying a tip. Wo have in our 
communion suCCC880rs of the Israelites in tho wildernC88 who grew 
weary of eating the manna which God so mercifully bestowed day 
after ~ from heaven ond who complained, "Our aoul loatheth this 
light bread." There is no doubt thnt every ono of us has moments 
of weakneu when the sentiment of appreciation toward what our 
Church does and offers droops and the fleshpots of Egypt, which hero 
1tand for everything foreign, look enticing. Tho Word and the 
Sacraments-perhaps we at times wish tliot our Church might boast 
other treasures. Who of us has not caught himself thinking thoughts 
like these: If wo only lmd more money ond could carry out our mis­
lionary and other projects without tho constant groaning and begging 
and \ll'Orrying that now attend every move wo make! If only our 
Church numbered among its members more prominent, influential 
politicians, atateamen, bankers, railroad presidents, and other repre­
sentati,ca of tho aristocracy of power 11 So run tho wishes. The 
danger is that tho aplendid, genuine diamonds which we hold in our 
hand are not valued as they should be and that, instead, we 80 
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bargain-hunting for far inferior ornamenta in renowned mamtl or 
probably even in Vanity Fair. That we may here remind ounehel 
what riches we u Lutherans poeaeu becauae our Ohurch preacba 
the pure Word i1 the purpoae of my remarks this morning. 

Consider what it means to hnvo this poeaeeaion. The pure Wcml 
and tho unadulterated Sacrament■ constitute, u it were, a crown of 
many jowola, chief of which is tho teaching pertaining to Ohriat, the 
Son of God, na the only Redeemer. How can any one who ii IODllt­

whnt acquainted with tho Scriptures and wl10 has read there, •· ,., the 
word■ of Jesus: ''I nm the Woy, the Truth, and the Life; no man 
cometh unto tho Father but by Ye," and tho word■ of St. Paul: 
"God forbid that I should glory save in the 01'088 of our Lord Jena 
Christ," bo inclined to deny that tho message of Obrist ii the aeDfm 
of tho sacred Volume, about which all other tcachmgs revolve u the 
planets around tho sun! Having the Word of God in its purit7, ft 

havo this tencl1ing1 too, in ita original splendor and at the very p)ac,e 
whero God Himself l10a put it, at tho heart of all rovealed truth. 
Would you exchange possession of this teaching for nil tho wealth, 
prestige, cathedral■, universities, and galaxies of great names and 
dignit-nries with which our imagination in ita moat daring mood can 
endow n church-body! At tl10 sido of this doctrine stand■ the one 
which has ,•ery fittingly been called the article with which the Church 
at-ands nnd with which it fnl1s, that of justification by grace, through 
faith. You will readily and gladly recnU how this teaching, setting 
forth tJ1nt the forgiveness of sins obtained by Obrist for u1 unwortl,J 
sinners is offered us freely nnd that to have it wo merely have to 
appropriate it by the hand of faith, - I any, you will readily recall 
how this teaching pervades tho wholo encred Volume na a 'lflbaofi/ 
pervades, governs, and gives chnractor and unity to an artistic musical 
composition. And whoever knows the Lutheran Church ii aware of 
the dominant position which this doctrine occupies in our teaching. 
For how much will you sell it t For o. membership of fift7 million or 
two hundred miUion? For tho so-called Sec of St. Peter and the 
OoUege of Cardinals nnd all the power that these term■ representl 
Will you not rntlier fall down before the tlirono of God and with out­
stretched arms plead most enmestly, 0 Father in heaven, strip our 
beloved Lutheran Church of nU her outward pos118811iona, if it 10 please 
Thee, but pray, do not, 0 do not, tnJce from it this jewel, the doctrine 
of juatification by grace through faitli 11 

But you do not mean to any, some one inquire■ rather heatedl.J, 
interrupting us u we are discoursing on tho glories of the Lutheran 
Church, -you do not mean to say that the Lutheran Ohurch ii the 
only one which preaches Christ and which extol■ juatiScation by grace 
through faith! What monstrous conceit that would bel Think of 
your own h.Jmn-book. Do not many of the beautiful h,Jmna which 
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JOll IUIC 81D1Clq after Bun~ and in which the crown of Deity and 
Becleemenbip ia with J'8T819Dce and adoration put on the brow of 
Olaiat, come from people who were not Luthorona I Friend, wo 
reply, how happy we are to acknowledge that what you are contend­
ing for ia abeoluteq right. If wo took a different position, we should 
be contradicting ouraelvos. What we before voiced ns our firm belief, 
that there are children of God in all Christian denominations, pre­
llllJPOll!S that the meuage of Obrist aa Son of God and only Savior 
IIIOUDda in their midst; for without that t.enching faith cannot arise 
uacl eziat. Even if the doctrine of aomo of tho Ohristinn churches 
opposing ua ia eztremely far removed from apostolic purity, the Biblo 
ia ltill read and studied in their midst, and the official creed does not 
reject the ulvation obtained for 118 by Obrist. And still, though we 
make thia far-reaching declaration with great readiness and joy of 
heart, though we, to BllY it once more, willingly admit that possession 
of the heart of the Gospel is not neceasarily dependent on having all 
the teachinp of the divine Word in uncorrupted form, wo maintain 
that to have and to tench the Word of God in its unadulterated stato 
IDd to poueu the Sacraments just 118 instituted must ever remain 
our aerioua concern. .And 118 wo invcstignto this matter n little, our 
appreciation of these treasures, I trust, will be somewhat heightened 
■nd become more fervent. 

For one thing, a diligent Bible-reader need hardly be reminded 
that the Scriptures nowl1ere tell 118 to givo earnest attention merely 
to that part of divine revelation which pertains directly to the person 
and work of Christ and to justification nnd to treat other parts with 
111ch indifference ns we find to our liking. On the contrary, in tho 
Jut chapter of ll:attbcw, alongside of tho command to baptize all 
natiom in the name of the Father and of the Son nod of the Holy 
Ghost, our exalted Lord puts tho words "teaching tbem to observe all 
things wbataoever I have commanded you.'' I t is a weighty state­
ment, binding two things on the conscienco of tho believers, the one 
bJ implication, the other directly: the teaching of all tbinga that Ho 
bu taught and the insistence on the keeping and observing of all 
these tenetL Tho Libernlist will squirm in the jacket into which, so 
to speak, this order of our Lord places him, depriving him, ns he 
complaim, of freedom of action, of indulging in those religious 
acrobatic stunts in whicl1 his intellect and fancy delight. But if ho 
wiahes to wear the llaater's livery, we hnvo to insist that he do not 
cut this garment aside. 

For another thing, tho word and the examplo of the apostles 
definitely ehow that the position which declares itself satisfied with 
■cceptance of the great essentials of faith and will not press for sub­
miaion to everything that is revealed ns divine truth ia simply fal­
laciouL When the J udaisera were disturbing the Ohurch at Antioch 
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and other plncee, BQing that circumcision had to be pncmed. the 
apostles did not declare that, since theiio people were aclmowledsinl 
Jeaua u tho l[euiah, aa Redeemer, their actiYitiea abould not be 
oppceed. On the contrary, in the famoua decreo of freedom from the 
Ceremonial Law thQY took n firm stnnd againat auch propapnda, 
thereby declnring unmistakably thnt the avowal of faith in J'esu 
Christ does not givo n person n charter to hold and teach in other 
rcapccts whnt ho pleases. Quito apropoa are some remarb of 
Dr. Krauth (Oonaorvativc Reformation, p.191S): "A human bod.J :maJ 
not only live, but bo hcnltl1y, in which ono lobe of tho lunga ia 101111, 
another may bo sickly nnd die in which tl1e lungs nre perfect. Nenr­
tholess the complete lungs ore on CBllOntinl port of a perfect human 
body. Wo still truly call n mnn n moo though ho may have Jon 
arms nnd legs; wo still cnll n hand n bond though it may ban Jon 
n finger or bo distorted. While, therefore, we freely call 8,18teml and 
men Christion though they luck n sound aocrnmenta.l doctrine, we 
none tho less con ider thnt doctrine cntinl to n complete Chris­
tion system and to the perfect faith of n Christion man. The mm 
who hos lost no nrn1 we Jo,•e none tho less. H ho hos lost it by care-
1CBBDCS8, wo pity his misfortune, yet wo do not hold him free from 
censure; but when ho insists thnt to 110\'e two arms is n blemish and 
proposes to cut off one of ours, then wo .resist him.'' 

And our own Dr. ,vnlther, in tho sormon wl1ich he preached on 
1 Tim. 4, 16, when the Synodical Oonfercnco woe founded in 18751, 
anid (Broaamen, p. 572f.) : ''lfony J>eoplo declare, Yes, we admit that 
adherence to tho grcnt genernl Chri tinn truths on which the salva­
tion of our souls depends is indispensnblo. But should tl1ere not be 
freedom with respect to tbe remaining teachings! . • . Thoae who 
argue thus renlly do not know what they soy nnd do. Tho hol.r 
apostle does not sny in our text, Toke heed unto tho chief doctrines, 
but, Toke heed unto the doctrine, thnt is, unto that which is taught 
in God's Word. And ho continues: 'For in doing this thou shalt 
both aovo thyself and them thnt henr tliee.' God, truly, hos revealed 
not merely this or that tencl1ing, but His ,vholo \Vord, for the salva­
tion of men. David soys: 'Thy testimonies nro very sure,' Ps.93,5, 
not merely one or tho other port of tl1em. Hence the great Apoatle 
of the Gentiles also declares: 'All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that tl10 mnn of God may bo perfect, 
throughly fumished unto all good works.' And in another ~ 
ho states thnt he is pure from the blood of all men because ho bu not 
shunned to deelarc unto tliem all tho counsel of God, Acta !O, 28 f. 
And finally Christ Himself makes the statement: 'l£nn shall not Jin 
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedoth out of the mouth 
of God.' Note, then, that in every word of God life, temporal and 
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eternal life, ia encloeed aa in a germ. The Word of God ia an im­
-■urabb' rich atorebouae of the moat varied and attractive food■ 
for people that are aojouming here without God and without hope. 
The one, when God'a hour baa come, ia attracted by thia, the other 
bJ that precioua morael And who are we that we ahould despiae the 
ricbe■ of God'a grace and neglect a aingle one of Hia life-giving 
worclal" While other■ may make light of the pure Word and Sacra­
menta, daaignating them aa antiquated fumituro which our age ought 
to pt rid of, let ua joyfully and with thankagiving take the aome 
JIOlition aa our father■ concerning theso divine treoaurca, aaying with 
the pulmiat, Pa. 19, 7-11: "Tho Law of the Lord ia perfect, con-
111rting tho aoul; the testimony of tho Lord ia aure, making wise tho 
limple. The atlltutes of tho Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; tho 
commandment of tho Lord is pure, enlightening tho eyea. The fear 
of the Lord ia clean, enduring forever; tho judgment■ of the Lord ore 
true and righteous altogether. llore to be desired are they than gold, 
:reo, than much fine gold; sweeter nlao than honey and the honey­
comb. Moreover, by them is Thy servant warned, and in keeping of 
them there ia great reword.'' 

IV. 
The remaining one of the mojor thougltts which we are deriving 

from our theme "Tho Lutheran Church Is the Churcl1 of tho Pure 
Word and Sacraments" is simply the realization that in voicing such 
• claim obou\ tho visible organization to which we belong, we dis­
tinctly, whether we are ahvnys awnre of it or not, acknowledge a heavy, 
• 111crcd responsibility. Tho thought hos been expressed by our divine 
Lord in that scorching word: "For unto whomsoever much is given, 
of him aholl bo much required; ond to whom men hove committed 
much, of him they will ask the more," Luke 12, 48, alongside of which 
we may place the blow which He strikes at self-sntisfied, vain, 
puffed-up complacency: ''Ilchold, there arc lost which ahall be firat, 
and there arc first which sbnll be Inst," Luke 13, 30. 

Tho Possession of cxtroordinnry treasures is one thing, to use 
them properly is another. Think of the rich man in the pornble 
whose field hod brought forth plentifully, filling his granaries to 
overflowing, who now secs nothing but visions of ■elfish enjoyment, 
uying to his soul: "Soul, thou l1ast much goods laid up for many 
J'e&ra; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.'' Thnt this picture, 
though drown by the Savior more than nineteen hundred yco.ra a.go, 
has numerous living counterparts to•doy, and not only among those 
who boast stocks ond bonds o.nd extensive fo.rmlonds and meadows 
and worehousea, but even in quarter■ where religious values are 
pointed to as the chief ornament■, hardly any one of ua will question. 
To wl1at extent we ho.ve individually and collectively become guilt;y 
of manifesting a tendency to glory in our spiritual possessions without 
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balancing euch ;jubilations with eameat refleotion on the oblipmma 
which thia ownership impoaee, it would be wholeaome and pzoltahle 
for every ono of ua to inquire befoze the throne of God. 

When we atresa that we who have the Word and the SacramllDta 
unimpaired ahould be filled with hocy seal to ahaze thell8 richel with 
othen, we are voicing an axiom, a principle, written larp on the 
tableta of every man's heart, tho justice of which ia uniftl'llll]J 
acknowledged, - that he who baa muat be willing to aaaiat thol8 that 
hove not. Just as tho man who would be so fortunate aa to diaconr 
on obsolutccy certain curo for cancer or an unfailing formula how 
to end and how to ovoid dopressiona or on effective method of aand­
atorm and flood prevention would be morolcy bound to malm lmoWD 
hie discovery to bis fellow-citizens instead of concealing it in some 
pocket of ael1iahncss and greed, so wo cannot cacape tho verdict of 
tho Moral Low demnnding that we communicate to our fellow human 
beinga tho gifts of God which we extol 01 our choicest poaewian1. 
Consider with wbot force our own tencbings give emphasia to thia 
truth. Since, oa wo proclaim, it is by tho means of grace that the 
Hocy Spirit performs His blessed work, nod sinco we hove no guarantee 
or OBsurnnco that H o will renew human hcnrts and make them templel 
of tho Holy Trinity without these means, how, then, possC1Sing thele 
life-giving fountains in their crystnUine purity, can we be ao hard· 
hearted as to refuse dispensing tl1ese regenerating waters to thOl8 
who are perishing for want of tbeml And at the aide.of and above 
these considerations there are ronged many clear, powerful teatimoniea 
of Holy Writ constituting penetrating clarion coils to all that have 
ears to hear. "Yo are a chosen generation, n royal prieathoocl, 
an hocy notion, o peculiar people, that ye should show forth the 
praises of Him who bath called you out of dnrlmess into Hie mar­
,,eJous light.'' "WJ1osoever sl1nll confess Mo before men, Him will 
I alao confess before My Father which is in heaven. And wh0808TV 
shall deny Mo before men, Him will I deny also be.fore lb' Father 
which is in heaven.'' And whnt does tho great parable of Jeaua re­
garding tho talents which n certain mnstor entrusted to his aervantl 
teach but this very thing, that tl10 spiritual riches of which Jesus bu 
mndo Bia disciples stewards must bo put t-0 work, so tl10 kingdom may 
grow I May a holy fire sweep through tho length nod breadth of our 
Synod, reviving tho missionary spirit whore it has died nod strength­
ening it where it is wenk, so that worldly indifference and aelfilh 
lethargy be cost aside and we become e,•cr more faithful in acbnin­
iatering our ancred trust I 

After having furnished n brilliant description of outstanding 
chnractoriatica of tho Lutheran Church, Dr. Krauth l!l1YB (Ooucrra· 
ti111J Reformation, p. 159) : "That such n Church has a mission of 
extraordinary importance in this land in which exist such dangeroaa 
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teadaaciea to aectuianiam and radicalism and whole greateet need ia 
the aaltiT&tion of hi■torical feeling, under the re■traint of a whole-
1111118 cauenati■m, require■ no argument. The Lutheran Church 
cl■ily becam• better known through the tran■lationa of her literature, 
thoush moat of them are very bad one■ [plea■e remember Dr. Krauth 
wrote thia more than ■izty :,ear■ ago] ; but her work of good CBDDot 
be COD1111DDlatod till ■he renders her geniu■ and life themsolves into 
the idiom of the now nationality into which ■ho i■ hero pa■■ing. 
Pmte■tant to the very heart, yet thoroughly hi■toricnl, happy in 
her libert;y of adaptation in things inditlorent, whilo sho is fast 
anchored in the great doctrine of juatification by faith and the doc­
trine■ which clu■ter around it, popular in hor principles of church 
IO'ffllment, which, without running into indcpendeney, accord such 
large 1)0Werl to the congregation, principles freo from tho harshnes■ 
of ICIIDO Q■tem■, the hierarchical, ari■tocratic, autocratic tendencies 
of othen, the fanatici■m and looseneu of others, possessing liturgical 
life without liturgical bondage, great in tho history in which all man• 
kind are intere■tcd, her children believe that she bears special treasures 
of good to bles■ the land of her adoption.'' This is a remarkable euJogy 
eoming from one of the famous sons of tho Lutheran Church in 
America and ombodying in it very properly the recognition of the task 
which i■ ours in this lond of the free by virtue of our grand spiritual 
heritage. 

And ju■t liko this honored spoke■man of Lutl1oranism who be­
longed to another synod, so our fathers, in tho clearest terms, acknowl• 
edged that they perceived tho challenge contained in their high 
estimate of tho Lutheran Church and deellll'Cd themselves willing 
with God'■ help to meet it. After Dr. Walther, in ono of tho mnsterly 
worb referred to by moot tho beginning, hos sketched the functions 
of a Lutheran congregation pcrtnining to its own members, he in 
the two final sections discusses its duties toward its brethren outside 
of it.a own limits and toward the world at Jorge, pointing out that 
the upbuilding of the Church, the epreading of the Holy Scriptures, 
and tho estobli■hing of missions must be a matter of deep, vital con• 
cern to it. (Die nckto Gaatalt, §§ 52-66.) It is nn important tea· 
timony, di■proving otlectually, ns do many other expressions of our 
father■, the charge that insistence on loyalty to tho Confessions of 
the Church i■ bound to destroy the miuionary spirit. 

The pure Word and Sacrnments,-how the world about us is 
fami■hing for lock of them, with Christ in the center, nnd of the 
hope and joy and comfort and strength which Ho diepenses I It ia 
true that tho ■utlerers for tho grcn~ port do not know what is ailing 
them ■pirituo1ly. While thero is much pessimism abroad, it ia not 
of the mo■t intelligent kind when surveyed from tho Biblical stand• 
point. Somo may blame tho Constitution of the United States for 
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their and the countr,r■ ilJa became it doea not •'""' belief in the 
eziatence and guidance al. God. Other■ mq hold that the lamentable 
religioua woe■ of our generation are due to the Ohurch'1 :fai1un cJe.. 
finitely to pronounce how :many houn a week mun be eet uide fur 
labor and how many for plea■UM and recreation. To judge by the 
manife■toe■ of numerou1 cru■aders who are thruating their "lien cm 
the public, the one potent cause of moral, ■ocial, and ■piritual de­
gonerocy i1 militari1m with its many attendant evile. But we mut 
remember that tho diagnosis of tho patient him■elf al.ten ii faul~ 
and that a con■cientious physician will not be influenced by the in-
1iatonco with which the sick mnn demnnda that certain no■truml be 
administered to him, but by what hia own superior knowledge and 
experienco preacribe. 

But, wo aro told, preaching which hu as ita ■topping-stone ucl 
foundation the puro Word and Sacraments will never have• ]up 
appeal in America. What the public here wants ii aomething born 
of emotionalism, giving it n religious thrill, a message which clirectly 
affects the feelings nnd mnkes people either laugh or cry. The objec­
tive presentation of doctrine, be it ever ao orthodox, is not to ita reliah. 
Others will tell ua that whnt the American nation is hungrJ' for and 
will welcomo without a moment's hesitation is religiou1 leadenhip 
wl1ich wiJl tako tho Church into bottle against kidnaping, eztortiom, 
harmful Congressional filibusters, the fomenting of the war ■pirit, 
tho munitions traffic, the mnnufncturo of poison gu, the strife be­
tween capitol and lnbor, the employment of children in factories, the 
ezploitntion of men and women in sweat-shops, nnd the like. "Furnilh 
us such leadership, ond we nro with you.'' What shall wo ■qi We 
do not wish to speak lightly of tho emotions, which, we rcndib' admit, 
ploy an important port inn person's lifo; but of what uao are pleuant 
religious experiences and feelings if they Incle n real foundation and, 
ofter they have lifted the soul into ccstnsy, leave it Ill loneb' ud 
ravaged and exhausted oa tl10 countryside over which a hurricane hu 
paaaed, causing much excitement while it laata, but departing quickly 
and bequeathing nothing but destruction I 

And oa for the warfnro against injustice and oppression in our 
1ociol order, wlmtovcr the Scripture proclaims we, standing on the 
Word and the Sacraments, shall in all enrnestncaa place before our­
aolvea and our congregations. That hna to be done, and, God helping 
us, we shall not shirk it. The Lnw 1111a to be preached. But what 
a ancl mistake we should make if ,ve should deem ourselve■ u Lu­
therana competent to settle knot1;y questions of atatesmanahip ancl 
■ociology, questions upon which tho Word of God has not pronounced 
either directly or indirectly, and if we should make our churche■ and 
■choola lectUM-ha)la in which to hand out dubious and apocr,J11hll 
view■ on the rehabilitation of the NRA, the gold or 1ilver 1t1Ddard, 
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the proper diatribution of power generated at the Norris Dam, and 
limilar debated and debatable projecta I What a traaed7 if we, en­
tralted with the eternal Goepel of Jesus Chriat, which aavea the aoul 
for this life and for that which ia to come and makes people new 
cr.tme., aening God and their neighbor in gratitude and joy,­
what ~. I eay, if we ahould forego the proclamation of thia 
GCllp8} and chanp our Church into a club for aoaial aperimentation I 

The unadulterated meana of grace, -we need not think that 
to bring them to our fellow-men in an appealing, aueeeaaful way every 
ODe of ua baa to employ unuaual, apcetacular, atartling methoda. 'l'he 
Lutheran Church ia often called a doctrinal Churcl1. If the term 
ii to describe ua correctly, it muat be interpreted 88 atating not only 
that u a church-body we inaiat on 11ccepta.nco of certain doctrinea, 
but that we C11t1eA doctrine. If you think of tho four centuriea of our 
history u a particular communion and viaualize the work done by 
Lutherana in that apan of time, doctrinal inatruction in church 11Dd 
achool and, thank God, in mony homea atanda out very prominently. 
It. ia here where the emphaaia baa to lie in the future alao if we are 
to try earnestly to mcnsure up to the aacred obligationa resting 
upon UL The aermons of our pastors must continue to be doctrinal 
aermona in the best acnso of the word, spreading out before the con­
gregation-members os a rich rcpnst tho divine trutha given us in the 
\Vord. The children of tl1e Church have to bo carefully indoctrinated. 
That. marvoloua instrument of religioua inatruction which boa played 
111ch an imJ)Ortont role in our pnst hiatory, tho Christian day-school, 
mut. be lovingly fostered, the teachera encouraged and nsaiated, and 
tho whole institution placed on 88 high a plane as possible. The in­
■truction of cl088C8 of catechumena muat in tho future 88 well as in 
the paat be taken very seriously, so that those who ore being taught 
will receive more than 11 mere coat of vamiah consiating in tho name 
Lutheran. In the Sunday-schools, with careful planning and auper­
'ri■ion, indoctrination must ever be the chief goal. What o. aad aituo.­
tion doe■ not obtain in o. congregation if the sermons are nothing but 
a ■eriea of paragraphs exhorting and admonishing tho hearers to aup­
port. this or that movement, if in the Sunday-school tbe pupila do not 
adnnce far beyond the First Commandment and "Now I lay me down 
to sleep," and if in the cnteehetical cloaaes instruction ia mainly 
eentercd on hints what to wear on tl10 day of confirmation ond with 
what. decorum to approach the Lord's Table I I h11Bten to odd, lest 
an7body think that I am pointing ot him, thot I am not speaking of 
1117 congregation in our Synod. What I have been preaenting juat 
now i■ a caricature; but I hope that it will remind all of us of our 
•creel dut;y with reapect to thorough indoctrination of tho soula en­
tnuted to UL And do we not all ace that every congregation, even 
the mnalleat, con have o. · worthy ahare in thia greo.t work if it ap-
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proachee the taak of breaking the Bread of Life to ita mamben with 
truo earnestncm and devotion, that it can do it without the pablicifif 
which ita larger aiaten enjoy, that it doea not require the :faailitill 
of epaciou1, festooned auditoriums and loud apeabn for this pmpmel 
Lot us indeed thnnk God for the migh~ meana of apzeading the Word 
which Ho has ploeed 11t our disposal in these latter dQa, the ~tma­
PNlll, tho means of rapid travel carrying miuionariea to their fields. 
the radio sending its meuago to ovary hoarth in the COUDtry, ADcl 
wh11tovor we ca.n do to make these IDl1l'Veloua inatrumenta elective 
sorvanta of the Word of God, heralds of the tidinp of ndemptioD, 
let ua by all means do. l3ut while not neglecting these grand &veDUII 

of proclaiming the divine truths, let ua here at this convention en­
courage ono another lest we become lukewarm, indolent, alothful, in 
carrying on that work of ooreful, painstaking indoctrination with 
respect to the members of our congregations, the adulta and the 
children, in which our f11thers excelled. Continuing their noble llll· 
deavors, we ahnll ever be extending and strengthening ~ foundation 
from which wo oon rench out to the unchurched JWUl8el all about us. 

An honored leader of our Church said years ago: "We few 
ministers shllll by faithfully preaching the Word not be able to sta.J 
the deluge of sin and wickedness sweeping over the earth in these 
latter days; but woe to us if wo do not sl1out as loudly as we can 
into the din and roar of the murky waters the message of repentance 
and faith in Jesus Christi" (Of. Walther, Paaloralfheologie, p.10'l.) 
Tho unadulterated Word nod Sacraments-may God grant 111 firm­
ness, loyalty, and holy zeal to keep our denr Church on this founda· 
tion, both for our own sake nod for that of many others I 

w . .Ammr. 

~er 1Uefflmul. 
(t,ottf r~uno.) 

~ cincm fdiljeren 9CdifcI (VI, 406) ift gcaciot luorben, bcl& bie 
Suftiinbe in ber .ffirdje, gcgcn bic bcr !JlictiBmuJ 6te1Iuno naljm, nidjt 
dhJa auf bic £>dljobo~ic, nidjt emf bnB S'nringcn auf reine 2cljre, autilcl• 
aufiiljrcn finb. ~Cn bcm m,cI, 1uoruntct bic ffirdjc Iitt, QlehioTjnTjeitJ• 
djriftcnhmt, fUerhJcitiidjung, H tote Ortljobo,ic ", luar aum gro9en :teiI 
baB ffirdjcnrcgimcnt f djuib. S'nicf cB tao faft oiinaiidj in bcn ,eanben bet 
ffiirften. SDaB ift bic aUgcmcinc ntagc. !Jlatilriidj hJaren bie .aupanbe 
nidjt il&eralI biefeT6en; aT,ec hlo d im i!anbc bcffcr ftanb, ba hJar bet 
<Brunb bicfer: ein guter, ~ammer tyiitjt fiiljrtc bic SiioeI. 6eITJP ba 
hJar el nidjt bie ftirdje f el'6er, bie baB tncgiment in ,eanben Tjatte, mq 
nidjt einmat ein ffonfiftotium. 

mlic hJat d au f oidj einct alioemeincn ([iifareai,ai,ie ge!ommenl 
~ au[seriutTjetifdjcn ffrcifcn hJirb faft burdj bie IBan! be'°ui,tet, 
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