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Theological Observer. —&ittﬁlﬁb-&&gﬂﬁiﬁtﬁﬁﬂ.

I. Amerika.

Aud ber Synobe. ,Jjt ber redjte Miffiondgeift unter uns lebendig?”
Dasd ijt die Frage, dic in cinem Difirittsblatt geftellt ricd, und gwar in
Oinfidit auf die Tatfade, dbaf .augenblidlid) cine grofe Unzahl Predigts
und Edjulamisdfandidaten ur BVerfiigung jtehen, die nidjt definitiv angeftellt
toexden Ionnen, teil feine Verufe fiie fie borhanden find”. Wie bem nun
aud) im grofen und gangen fein mag, fo geigen dodh bie BVeridjte der Diftriltss
blitter, bafy man nod) immer verjudyt, das Wort Gotted ausgubreiten. Die
Beridjte fiber die Lutherhoma-Mifjion in Ollahoma geigen, daf diefe Station
mit ihrer Sdule fiic die Jndianer wirllid) reiden Segen audfivent. Die
Babl ber Sulfinder und der Jubhbrer in den Glotteddienften melhrt fid. Jn
Ehicago Dat die fpanijde Miffion cinen fo grofen Segen gejtiftet, daf man
jebt eine 3iweite Station cingeridjtet Hat. Der erfte Gotteddienft wurbe am
1. Juli 1984 abgehalten, und die Jahl der Gottesdienftbefudjer Hat ulveilen
bie Holhe von 60 erreidht. — Erfreulid) ijt aud), daf die Jugendarbeit immer
mehr Veriidfidtigung findet. Einige Dijtrilte betreiben biefe Arbeit mit
regem Cifer und bedienen jidh dabei jonderlid) der Erfahrung, die bie MWals
therliga in mehr al8 bier Jahrzehnten gefammelt Hat. In dicfem Bujommens
bang darf aud) die Choral Union nidjt uneridbnt bleiben, da biefe Bers
einigung bon Chiren in der gangen Shnodbaltonferen fidh bie Hufgabe geftel
Bat, dic bejte drijtlide und Muiherifdhe Ehormufil gu pflegen. Dad erjte
Stongert, bei Glelegenfeit der BVerjammiung der Waltherliga in St. Louid,
fann getvify al8 cin grofer Grfolg Hingeftellt terden. — Daf nody fehr biel
Mifjionsarbeit gu tun ijt, geht Hervor aus ciner Vemerfung aus RNords
Jlinoid: “When we know that in four of the twenty-four counties that
compose our District we have not a single missionary or congregation;
when we know that in others we have only one or two; when we know
that there are eleven counties, with an unchurched population in excess
of 260,000, in which we have only one church for every 10,800 of the un-
churched population . . .; when we know that Inck of personal consecra-
tion on the part of many and failure of personal contribution and sacrifice
have left us unable to meet these opportunities, then we ought to realize
not only that there ‘remaineth yet much land to be possessed’ in Northern
Illinois, but that we also ought to take renewed determination, inspira-
tion, zeal, cournge, and consceration to go out in His name and to conquer
it for Christ.” Golliecn diefe Worte nicht aud) in andern Dijtriften ibre
Antwendung finden? — BVon Detroit Lomunt die Nadyricht, daf am 28. Juli
ber Edjtein bed neuen Wolhngebiudesd der Sdule fiix taubjtumme Sinber
gelegt mourbde. $.C. 8N

The Question of Lutheran Union.— Reviewing the book of Dr.Theo-
dore Graebner entitled The Problem of Lutheran Union and Other Essays
(Concordin Publishing House; price, $1.25), Dr.R.C.H. Lenski, writing
in the Lutheran Standard, makes the following remarks, which deserve to
be pondered by all who are interested in the subject: “Gracbner’s book
deepens the impression that it is a hopeless hope to unite the Lutheran
bodies as bodies. More worthy of effort is this plan, that those in a leading
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Position seek to gather into one body all genuinely conservative Lutherans
in America. Let them all rally and unite in one host. Let them all leave
Any present hindering connection. This movement will crowd into an op-
Posing group all the non-conservatives, who are . motley array and always

Ve been. The split would thus be along the natural line of cleavage:

found and conservative on the one side, liberalistic and notional on the
other.” A

A Voice in the Augustana Synod. — “It is with surprise and pro-
found sorrow that I learned that o strange voice was heard and hearkened
unto at the lust meeting of Synod at Rock Island. I refer to the invita-
tion of the Episcopal Church. I notice that there are two subjects that
they want to talk to us Lutherans about: a) Sacraments; b) The Historie
Episcopate, ns they called it. Not o word about the Holy Trinity, the pre-
existence of Jesus Christ, His deity, the total depravity of man, blackness
of sin, or the Son of God as our Substitute. . .. Why?

“Because in this Church they have men that deny the deity of Christ,
the Virgin Birth, punishment in hell, and many other Bible doctrines (see
Professor Betts's questionnaire of a few years ago).

“What has been the attitude of this Episcopal Church in these United
States of Ameriea, in Canada, and in India in regard to the Lutheran faith?
It has been anything but fair and Christian. Have we forgotten the Swedes
on the Delaware? Have we forgotten the dealings of the Episcopalians
with the Germans in Virginin and with the Germans in Nova Scotia and
Ontario, and how they tried to steal the Lutheran Gossner Mission in Indin
after the World War?

“What has been the attitude of some of the leaders of the Episcopal
(?hurchr What about Bishop Brown of Arkansas, who said Jesus existed
like Santa Claus? He was finally deposed, but, T understand, is still draw-
ing his pension and living somewhere in Ohio.

“What about Bishop Manning of New York? About two years ago,
at the season of the year when we Lutherans were holding our Reforma-
tion services, he said: ‘Yes, we are Protestants, because we protest our
separation from Rome.’

“Is it possible that the spirit of St.Paul, Luther, Gustavus Adolphus,
Esbjoern, Hasselquist, Olsson, Swensson, Muhlenberg, Walther, has de-
parted from the Lutheran Church? God forbid, we pray.

“We Lutherans ought to give a positive testimony to the divine truth.
We have done so in the past, but not because of entanglements. At this
convention of the Augustana Synod we went on record that we separated
from the Illinois Synod because of its skim-milk Lutheranism, and then
seventy-five years later pass a resolution for a commission to deal with
& group that has departed even farther from the truth than the skim-milk
Lutheranism of seventy-five years ago.

“Just such actions as this are keeping the Lutheran Church apart.—
The Augustana Synod could have spent the time it took with this resolu-
tion in formulating plans by which a closer union could be made with the
American Lutheran Church and the Missouri Synod and to strengthen
the hands of the conservative element in the United Lutheran Church.

“Yes, the Augustana Synod listened to the strange voice of seduction.”

Jokn Paul Anthensius, in the Lutheran Companion.
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Concerning Lutheran Church Union. — The following editorial sp-
Peared in the Lutheran of July 18, 1935: —

“CautioNs CONCERNING CHURCHE COMPANIONSHIP.

“The Lutheran Witness, official journal in English of the Missouri
Synod, printed in its issue of July 2 the following statement over the sig-
nature of K. Kretzschmar. Since this number of the Witness dealt chiefly
with the deliberations of the Missouri Synod’s recent convention in Cleve-
land, 0., we infer that the pronouncement proceeded from a Committee on
Intersynodical Matters, which was No. 21 on the list of appointments. The
following is the statement: —

“‘Propositions on the right attitude toward the frequently discussed
unification of Lutheran bodies.

“‘l. The true Christians to be found in all Lutheran bodies are mot
divided in spirit, but are spiritually one.

“‘2. The divisions in Lutheranism are disturbances within visible
Christianity and do not affect the essence of the invisible Christian Church.

‘3. The disunited state of the Lutheran Church cannot be Iaid to the
charge of true and faithful adherents of Lutheranism as such, but is caused
by the devil, false teachers, and weak Christians.

“‘4. The issues separating the Synodical Conference from other Lu-
theran bodies are not trivial, but involve fundamental differences in doe-
trine and practise.

“‘6. All faithful Lutherans deplore the divided state of Lutheranism
and are deeply interested in correcting this condition.

“‘a) They cannot ignore the existing differences, compromise with error,
or practise false unionism;

“‘b) But they will at all times loyally confess their faith, exercise due
charity toward the gainsayers, initinte endeavors to bring about sound Lu-
theran union, and be willing to cooperate when such efforts are sincerely
put forth by others.

‘0. Essential requirements for a sound, confessional Lutheran union
are: —

“‘a) Full acceptance of the entire confessional standard of true Lu-
theranism

“‘b) Avowed willingness to apply this standard in teaching and
practise.

“7. Until those who hold or support disruptive teachings and prac-
tises have nctually disavowed these errors, faithful Lutherans can have no
confessional fellowship with them.

‘8. Separation from disloyal Lutherans is not o judgment upon them
as though they were to be considered non-Christian, but is a testimony
against their disloyalty to sound Lutheranism.'

“We feel inclined toward a mild argument with the sponsors of the
statements in paragraphs numbered 1, 2, and 3. To paragraph 4 we offer
an amendment by addition so that it will read ‘but involve fundamental
differences in doctrine, practise, and sanctification.’

“WeroxNG IDEAS ABouT SISTER SYNODS.
“We quite agree with the major thought of number 4 — that the issues
separating the U.L.C. A. from the Missouri Synod are not trivial. And
the most difficult thing about them is the fact that they exist at all, that
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Is, that one group of Lutherans finds grounds for so terribly condemning
snother which holds the same confessions. No articulation is desirable, or
sven externally possible, until an inner faculty for discerning motivation
and objectives has been put to functioning.

“Several rather extended descriptions of the United Lutheran Church
in America have been published recently by Missouri professors and pas-
tors. To us personally they indicate two impressions. The first is that
the United Lutheran Church in America has become possessed of a deter-
mination to make that group unite with us. Prevention of such a disaster
now engages the watchful guardianship of the Missouri brethren. In order
to save them from wasting energy, we venture to express the assurance
that the unionism of which we are nccused is less violent than they imagine
it to be. We would expect cooperation rather than correction as the product
of combining.

“And while we are on the subject and with the rather intimate informa-
tion in our possession that an editorial position conveys, we feel constrained
to tell the brethren that they are not good Missourians according to the
American definition of that term. They refuse to be shown. They are
ereatures of imagination. They adjust themselves to what they believe to
be the United Lutheran Church, but they seem to have missed utterly what
it actually js. They would gain by a more correct acquaintance with it.
They would find us a fairly respectable, Bible-reading, Bible-believing group
of persons. Our growth and influence encourage us to believe that we are
not entirely without divine favor. And we do not intrude where we are
not welcome.”

This editorial raises several minor questions. For instance: What is
wrong with paragraphs 1, 2, and 37 Certainly nobody is going to argue
against the statement that “the true Christians to be found in all Lutheran
bo!liu are not divided in spirit, but are spiritually one.” Those who make
this statement are waiting to be shown why they should not make this
statement. The major issue raised by the editorial is found in the sentence
faulting one group of Lutherans for condemning another group “which
bolds the same confession.” That statement declares, in concrete terms,
that the U. L. C. A. holds the same confessions as the Synodical Conference,
or, in the words of the propositions under discussion, fully accepts the
entire confessional standard of true Lutheranism. In discussing this issue,
two questions will have to be answered: 1) Are those teachings and prac-
tises on the part of certain individuals and bodies within the U.L.C. A.
which other groups of Lutherans condemn in accord with the Lutheran
Confessions? 2) If they are not, is the failure on the part of the U.L.C. A.
to disavow them in nccord with Lutheran confessionalism? — A matter in-
timately connected with Question 1 is this: It so happens that men of the
U.L.C. A, on their part, condemn certain teachings of other Lutheran
groups. They repudiate these teachings as false doctrine. Do they believe
that these groups “hold the same confessions” as their group? E.

Methodist Laymen Voice Their Opinion.—In the big debate on
social questions and tactics, as far as they effect the work of the churches,
agroup of Methodist laymen, described by the Christian Century as wealthy
men who met in Chicago on July 29, took & prominent part by drawing up
and publishing a document which may become important in the history of
the Church. Taking it from the Christian Century, we here reprint it.

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol6/iss1/91



Kretzmann: Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches

782 Theological Observer. — Rird)lid)-Jeitge]didytliches.

“The fundamental object of the Methodist Episcopal Church is the
building of Christian character. The message of the Church is personal,
individual. True Christianity relies for its influence on social and eco-
nomic conditions, upon the work of individuals who have accepted the phi-
losophy of Christianity and have ordered their lives by it.

“Economic and social systems operate upon mankind in the mass.
They are the result of social evolution throughout the centuries. In them-
‘sclves they are mechanistic in character, impersonal in operation, and
not primarily interested in men and women nor in their hopes, aspira-
tions, or characters.

“Between the philosophy of Christianity, with its emphasis upon the
personal relationship and responsibility of man to man and man to God,
and the philosophy of economic determinism, which relates all human hap-
piness to economic reward, we feel that there is essential and inevitable
conflict.

“Therefore it is the sense of this group that, when the pulpit and the
religious press substitute economic and social systems for the Christian
ideal of individual responsibility and frecdom of choice, they are losing
sight of their fundamental objectives.

“The ills from which the nation and the world suffer have arisen
from the spread of materialism. Those ills will not be cured by more
materinlism.

“We call upon Methodist ministers and laymen everywhere to join us
in the study of the problem growing out of the conflict between these two
opposing philosophies. We therefore recommend that the movement among
laity begun in this meeting be encouraged and that a continuing committee
be appointed so that problems as they arise may be thoroughly studied and
facts developed that may be disseminated.”

The Christian Century thinks that, while the motives of the men who
drew up this conservative pronouncement are pure, without being aware
of it themselves, “their primary concern is for the maintenance of their
power. Not, fundamentally, their power in the Church, but their power
in American society. They represent power in a socinl order now under
terrific tension; they represent power apprehensive for its future; they
represent power determined that religion shall not become a factor in
bringing about a shift of power to other hands.” It is not surprising
that the Christian Century, being an advocate of the socinl gospel, should
take this view of the Methodist laymen’s declaration. Is it not sltogether
clear from the New Testament that the Gospel which changes society is
not what we now call the social gospel, but simply the Word of the Cross?

A.

The Convention of the Northern Baptists, Colorado Springs,
Colo., June 20—=25. — The convention of so large a body of Protestant
Christians as the Northern Baptists (the Baptists in our country now
numbering 10,027,020 members, an increase of 101,720 during the last year)
must engage the interest also of Lutheran readers. Noticeable in the re-
port on the convention is a gratifying swing from the left of Modernism
to the right of positive Christianity, a more definite and Biblical stand
with respect to the purpose and work of the Church, and & greater con-
secration to the Christian privilege of missionary activity. Extremely
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interesting is the set of resolutions adopted by the convention; these after
all best portray the spirit of a convention. We quote from the resolutions
such matters as are of general interest and contain food for thought also
in our own circles. Much attention was given the matter of denomina-
tional papers, and pastors and churches were urged to support the church
periodicals more adequately and to use them more extensively. Blanket
subscriptions, by means of the congregational periodical budget plan, which
brings the papers into every home in the parish, were recommended as the
llf:llt and most feasible way of securing for them an adequate circle of
readers.

The resolution on stewardship and missions provides for a Forward
Fund of half a million dollars, to be raised in the next two years by an
increase of contributions, each member being asked to set aside a separated
portion of his income, the standard for which shall be not less than one-
tenth of his income. In addition, ench member is also requested to pray
for the missionaries of the denomination and to support actively its mis-
sionary societies, “recognizing their prior claim upon us over every other
missionary appeal.” The resolution contains fentures —a missionary for-
ward fund, increased giving, and regular, ardent praying for missionaries —
which, if adopted by us, would prove a blessing also to our own Synod.

The convention observed with alarm the decreased income and enrol-
ment which many of their academies and colleges are facing, and resolved
that only professors “who combine personal devotion to Christ with high
scholarship and ability” should be employed; that “the importance of
a liberal-arts education, in which the Christian way of living is an integral
part, should be held before our parents and young people”; and that
“more adequate financial support should be provided for the Christian
educational institutions.”

With respect to the Christian home it was resolved that in view of the
fact that “the future of our nation and our denomination rests to a large
extent on the development of Christian homes” the Church has “a definite
responsibility in training young people before marriage, more especially,
however, all parents, that they may know how to lead their children through
the atmosphere of a Christian home into a full rounded Christian life.”
The convention committee having submitted a special report on Religion
in the Home, it was resolved that “all pastors should study this report
and seek to make its suggestions effective in the churches and homes.” —
A special resolution on youth participation, “expressing confidence in the
Christian youth of the Church and rejoicing in their devotion to Christ,”
urges “all ehurches, associations, and conventions to make a greater use of
our young people in all departments of their work.”

The resolution on educational opportunity reads: “Whereas one half
of the 34,000,000 boys and girls between the ages of six and eighteen in
America are receiving no religious instruction whatever and this neglect
of the Christian training of children and youth has lowered moral stand-
ards and has brought upon us a great wave of crime; and whereas judges
of our courts, social workers, and public-school teachers are seeking to
combat this erime wave, but declare that they must have the motive power
of religion and are appealing to our churches; and whereas the Interna-
tional Council of Religious Education is seeking to enlist all denomina-
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tions in an aggressive, permanent movement to bring Christian teaching
to every child in our land, therefore be it resolved that we face this chal-
lenge as a matchless missionary and evangelistic opportunity, that we view
it as of vital importance to our Christian religion, and that we put into it
all the resources at our command, not merely for this year, but for the
years to come; furthermore be it resolved that we endorse the plan of the
American Baptist Publication Society to enlist all of our churches in this
movement and to furnish definite suggestions for the work; furthermore
be it resolved that we urge our Home Mission Society, our Women’s Home
Mission Society, our State conventions, and our City Mission boards and
the Baptist Young People’s Union of America to enlist their leaders in this
movement and to help in every way possible to bring Christian teaching
to every person in every community.”

The resolution on morals embraced onc on temperance and another on
motion-pictures. The first stated: “We express our increasing conviction
that a policy leading to eventunl extermination rather than mere modera-
tion of the beverage traffic in alcohol must be the goal of personal conduct,
Christian citizenship, and Government action” and “that there should be
launched in every church and school an intensive educational campaign
setting forth the evils of beverage aleohol and urging personal commit-
ment to total abstinence.” With regard to motion-pictures it was resolved
“that we urge that continued pressure be exerted on producers for cleaner
and better pictures, that we continue to join efforts with other national
agencies to secure the abolition of enforced block-booking in the interest
of a free market and intelligent selection of better pictures by local exhib-
itors, and that we recommend church cooperation in every community with
local agencies seeking better motion-picturcs.”

In a resolution regarding the four-hundredth anniversary of the first
publication of the complete Bible in English (the Miles Coverdale Bible,
published in 1535) it was resolved that “we request our churches to give
grateful and reverent recognition to this anniversary by appropriate ser-
vices and that we emphasize anew the importance of Bible-study as a guide
to Christian living and that we seck by cvery possible means to make the
Bible available in every American home.”

A further resolution, recommending for 1936 the celebration of the
three-hundredth anniversary of the founding of Providence, R.I., as a haven
of religious freedom by Roger Willinms, requests the congregations “to
make this event the occasion not only for the honoring of Roger Williams,
but also for reconsidering and reappraising the blessings of the separation
of Church and State, bought for us at such sacrifice, to the end that we
shall regard them with ever-increasing appreciation.”

Since four of the Baptist mission-fields — Assam, Bengal-Orissa, South
China, and South India —are this year celebrating their hundredth anni-
versary, it was resolved that “the occasion of these anniversaries be used
not only for an intensive study of these four fields and their needs, but
also of the victories and needs of all our missionary enterprises.”

Tho convention favored the Child Labor Amendment and urged its
ratification.— A resolution relating to a war referendum proposes an amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States “providing for a popular
referendum before the declaration of a war of aggression.”
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The convention moreover endorsed the protest adopted by the Fifth
Baptist World Convention on August 9, 1934, against the severe repression
of religion in Russia, expressing its astonishment and indignation at the
persistence of persecution in the twentieth century.” A similar resolution
was adopted with regard to the suppression of freedom of speech by the
Hitler government in Germany.

On evangelism the convention adopted the following resolution: “We
urge upon the churches of our constituency a renewed consecration to the
Program of the Great Commission and to the proclamation, privately and
publicly, of the Gospel of Jesus Christ”; furthermore “we vigorously em-
Ph.l-llu the necessity of a perpetual personal winning of others, and in the
spirit of this convention we commit ourselves as individuals to the unfin-
ished task of world evangelization.”

The next convention is to be held in St.Louis, at the same time when
the Southern Baptist convention will meet so that the planned merger of
the two bodies can be carried out with solemn festivities. J.T. M.

New Home for American Bible Society. — The board of managers
of the American Bible Society has announced its purchase of a six-story
building on the southwest corner of Park Avenue and Fifty-seventh Street,
New York City, which it intends to alter and occupy early in the fall. The
Society’s first Bible House was built in 1822 at 72 Nassau Street, but it
soon proved to be too small to meet the increasing demand for Bibles. In
1853 the present Bible Houso was occupied, and since that date the Scrip-
tures in sixty-nine languages and dialects and five systems for the blind
have been printed and bound.— The Christian Century.

Balary Discussion among Michigan Methodists. — The eighteenth
annual conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, which was held at
Bay City, brought its sessions to a close on Monday, July 1. The most im-
portant development of this confercnce was the serious consideration of
& salary plan revised on the basis of need, and in which all the ministers
are to “share, and share alike.” The press reports that Bishop Blake not
only concurred in the resolution, but that he himself would be a part of
the new plan. A committee was appointed; but before the mew project
can become effective, two hundred of the three hundred and fifty pastors
in the Detroit Conference must voluntarily pledge their agreement.

The Christian Century.

Pearl Buck’s Divorce and Remarriage. — When Dr. Machen and
his coworkers in the Independent Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres-
byterian Church criticized Pearl Buck’s religious views, it may be some
kind-hearted Christian people thought that their polemics directed against
the brillinnt novelist was not justified. Perhaps here and there the thought
was entertained that, whatever the particular views of this authoress might
be on Calvinism, she was a devoted adherent of the teachings of the Scrip-
tures. It must have been with a feeling of disillusionment that such people
read the news that Pearl Buck and a friend went to Reno, Nev., both to
obtain a divorce from their husbands, and that the day after the divorce
had been granted Pearl Buck married the former husband of her friend.
Here we have another glaring instance showing what Modernism does to
morals. The Lutheran Companion is right when it says concerning this
episode: “Modernistic Christianity exemplifies in her [that is, Pearl Buck’s]

60
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own life that it utterly fails to achieve the very thing on which it lays the
greatest stress.” It very aptly quotes the words of Jesus: “By their fruits
ye shall know them.” A
The “Churchman” Fined.—The CAurchmon, = liberal Episcopal
journal, was fined $10,200 because in November, 1931, it published an er-
roneous statement to the effect that certain motion-picture producers whom
it named had been indicted in the province of Ontario for conspiring to
prevent competition in that section of Cannda. Its attempts to adjust
matters by publishing a retraction and correction proved unavailing; suit
was brought and ended unfavorably for the journal. The Christian Oen-
tury is asking its readers to come to the rescue of the Churchman, which
will be forced into bankruptcy if its own exchequer has to pay the penalty
assessed against it. A
Dr. Delany, Convert to Catholicism, Dies. — “Rev. Selden Peabody
Delany, the former Protestant Episcopal rector who was converted to Ro-
man Catholicism three or four years ago, died in St.Elizabeth Hospital
[New York] on July 5. Before he entered the Catholic Church, Dr. Delany
was the rector of the Episcopal Church of St. Mary the Virgin and an out-
standing leader in the Anglo-Catholic movement. Ordained to the Roman
priesthood about a year ago, he was the most prominent church convert to
Catholicism since 1019, when Bishop Frederick Joseph Kinsman of Dels-
ware transferred his allegiance. It has been said that Dr.Delany's con-
version resulted in at least two hundred High Episcopalians’ becoming
Catholics.” So reports the Christian Century. What would St. Paul say?
“Wherefore, let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall,”
1 Cor. 10, 12. A.
Swedenborgians Still Exist. — Sidney L. Mayer of Baltimore was
elected National President of the Church of the New Jerusalem (Sweden-
borgian) at the 114th annual convention, which closed in Detroit June 26.

Christian Century.
II. Ausland.

itber Rarl Barth. lnfere Lefer werben dbantbar eine turze Slizge ber
Laufbahn Sarl Barths entgegennehmen, der lefgted JYabhr feine Stellung ol
Profeffor ber Theologie an der Univerfitdt Vonn aufgeben mufte, tweil e
bem ,Fiifrer” ben geforbderten Tremeid nur mit VorbeBalt leiften wollie.
Die .Algemeine Ev.-Luth. Stirdengeitung” unterbreitet folgende Fusfunft
iiber biefen bielgenannten Mann:

Prof. D. Starl BVarth ijt durd) den Vafler Regierungdrat gum orbents
liden Profeffor an der Univerfitdt Bafel ernannt worden. Der nun in feine
Vaterftadt Buriidlehrende ftelht im fiinfaigiten Lebensjahr. Er wurbe 1886
in Wafel geboren und ijt in Vern aufgewadifen. Sein BVater Ivar ebenfalld
cin befannter Theolog und Hatte den LeBhrjtubl fite Kirdengefdidte in Bern
inne. Rarl Varth ftubierte in Vern, Verlin, Tiibingen und
©ein erjted Arbeitdfeld ald Pfarrer war Genf, o er ald BVifar des bes
fonnten Prof. Adolf Neller an bder deutfdien Gemeinbe amtierte. RNadher
famen gefn Jahre Dienft in der aargauifdhen Bauerns und Arbeitergemeinbde
Cafentoil. In bdiefer Beit Hat Karl Varth feinen grofen Sommentar gum
Romerbrief gefdrieben, ber das Erdffnungsfignal filr bie éra ber Barths
fdhen Theologie” in Deutfdjland werden follte. Der Rimerbrief bradte ihm
bie Berufung an bdie Univerfitdt @dttingen im Jabhre 1021. 1925 folgte
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et einem Rufe nadh Milnfter; feit 1980 lefrte er in Vonn. Seine theos
Togifdie Gintoichung auf bie junge TGeologenmelt und feine Teilnahme am
Hedyenpolitifen Rampf in Deutidland find allgemein befannt. .

Bom im Ungriff. Bum fimfundamwansigjdhrigen Wifhofsjubildum bdes
tomifden Ergbifdjofs und Nardinals Shulte in N5In Hat ber frilfere pipfts
lidle Muntiug in Werlin Stardinal Pacelli ein Screiben berdffentlict, dad
einen fehr Iriegerifhen Gharafter trigt. Der Sarbinal betont, daf bie
Teeue gur Nicdje Ehrijti und die Treue gum irdijGen Waterland nidt in
qlllmfab aueinanber treten linuen, .folange jede irdifdje Getvalt [alfo Hier
bie beutihe Staatdregierung] fich der eigenmen lnterworfenfeit unter bas
Rinigdgepter bed Gottesfohnes betouft bleibt”. Da ja nun nady ber Lefhre
Pﬂ: romifden Stirdje ber Papjt in Rom ber Stellvertreter Ehrifti auf Erden
ift, fo verlangt ber Stardinal Gier die Unterworfenfeit der beutifen Staatss
regierung unter bas JPepter ded Papited in Rom. Nur folange eine jolde
Unterivorfenfeit Beftebt, fann ber treue fatGolifhe Stirdhendirift aud) dem
Baterlanbe und der Staatdregierung treu fein. Fehlt aber biefe llnters
worfenfeit, bann, fdjreibt der Stardinal, .Hat die Stunde gefhlagen, o
der Bifdjof, Der ein Hirt und fein WMietling ift, Fraft feines Amted und
faft feines Cibidhlours feine Stimme erfeben und furdjilod und uners
bittli) bad Wpoftelwort vor dem Hohen Rat tviederholen muf: lrteilet
I'IWT_!. ob 8 geredjt ift, eud) mehr zu gehordgen ald Goit*”. Die deutide
Regierung und das deutfdhe Volt ivifjen alfo nun, wad fie bon Rom gu ges
Ivdrtigen Gaben.

Dexfelbe romifdie Sardinal Pacelli Hat bdagegen in Franfreid) joeben
gang anbere Tdne angejdjlagen. Cr Hat im April bor der Wunbergrotie
bon fourbes in Franfreidh) (wo angeblich einmal bie Jungfrau Maria exs
fﬁl.tntn ift) eine grofe Progeffion von 70 Erabifdhfen und BVifdifen, 3,000
Priejtern und Taufenden von Pilgern aus allen Lanbern geleitet. Aud
Bobe politifhe Perfonen, tie die frilhere Staiferin bon Diterreid, Bita,
und der Craherzog Otto von Dabsburg, nahmen baran teil. Gegeniiber
ber frangdfifen Regierung und dem franzdfijden Staat fand der Sardinal
"ifﬁm au crinnern, gefdjiveige denn gu drohen, obgleidy befanntlidy Frants
reid) Beute eine redit antitivdliche Paltung einnimmt. . . . Aber dad ftort
Rom nidit viel.

Mit Franfeeid) Tann fidg Rom qut ftellen, audj wenn von ber ,linters
torfenBeit unter das Nionigszepter ded GJottedfohnes” in Franfreid nidis
u fpiiren ift. Der Sardinal wurde von einem Minifter an der franzdiis
fhen Grenge feierlidh eingeholt und Beralidhjte Wegritgungen awijden ihm
und ber frangdfifhen Negierung ausdgetaufdyt. Gegenilber bem .gottlofen”
Deutidland {ddcfiter Ungriff, gegeniiber dem ,frommen” Frantreidh Friede
und Freundidhaft! 1nd dies gange politijhe Maditfpiel immer im Namen
be3 Gottedfohnes, im Namen der Stirdge Ehrifti und mit frommen Worten
!mb @cbeten] €8 ift wabrlid) fein Wunbder, daf viele ehrlide Menfdhen
in ber Welt, vor allem, was ,firde” Beifjt, wad mit frommen Bibeltworien
einhergeht, cinen Efel befommen. Darum Heute mehr ald je die Nottvendigs
kit filr bie wafre Stirdje und fiir wabre CHriften, fidh bon allen politijdhen
Beltlivden (aud) folden, die fih evangelif nennen) aufs fdacfite au
unterjdeiden und offen zu {Geiden. Ofne foldhe SHeibung ift fiir Ehriften
Beute ein recites Ghriftenleben und ein rechted Velenninis des driftlicdhen
Glaubens nidjt moglih.  (Ubgebrudt in der .Ev.sLuih. Freitivge.)
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Puritanism Still Alive in Scotland. —In old Scotland, as an ex-
change informs us, a committee of the United Free Church has found fault
with the Church of Scotland for observing “Holy Week” and sponsoring
“Lenten sermons.” A sentence is quoted from the statement of the com-
mittee which indicates the bias from which the attack results: “It seems
desirable to utter a word of caution to our people as to the danger of sac-
ramentarianism and priesteraft by any departure from the simplicity and
naturalness and real spirituality of New Testament religion.” Evidently
the spirit of Zwingli and Carlstadt is not yet dead. A

Die Miirtyrerfivdie von Madagadlar. ,Am 26. Februar 1985 waren
8 Bunbert Jalre, daf cine feldBundzwanzia Jahre andauernde Ehriftens
verfolgung auf Madagaslar begann®, jdjreibt Plarrer Hand Anftein, Vafel,
in bem befannten ,Cvangelijdien Mifjionsmagagin®, dem tweitverbreiteten
Mifjionsblatt der Vafler Miffion. Damald war bdie evangelijde Miffion
nod) fehr jung, nur fiinfzehn Jahre alt; aber ivie getaltig fdon bdamals
fih bas CGvangelium al3 cine Glottedfraft in ber jungen mabagaffijdien
Gemeinde erivied, bad geigen die Nusfiljrungen P. Anfteind in boraiiglider
Weife. Jur Erinnerung an die Heroifdje Mirtyrertirde Madagaslar geben
ir ciniged aud dem BVeridit tweiter.

Die Religion der Heidbnifdjen Mabdagafjen beftand im mwefentliden in
@eifters und Fetijdhdienjt. Den bdfen Gleiftern bradite man Blutige Tiers
opfer bar, um fie fernguhalten; Gleldftiide tourden in die Fliffe getvorfen,
um FluBgeifter gu verfihnen; Baumtvollftreifen, auf Hofen Béiumen ans
gebracht, bildeten Gicbete und GJaben fiir die LQuftgeifter ab, beren Jabl fo
groly toar, dafy man nie mwifjen fonnte, tie vielen man ecigentlid Opfer
bringen miifje. Befonders im Norden der Infel war der fogenannte Tromba
berbreitet, eine Mexvenerregung mit Judungen der Glieder und wildem, flats
rem BVlid, ein Juftand, der an Epilepfic crinnerte. Jm Tromba rebete der
@eijt cined verjtorbenen Sionigd ober ecined fonjt berilmien Tofen. Auf
irgendeine belichige Berleumbdung oder aud) auf einen BVerdadgt Hin rourde
der TangenasTranf, cine Giftmijdung, gereidht, wodurdy cin Gottedurteil
gefdllt werden follte. EGe das Chriftentum ind Land fam, ftarben auf
Madagaslar jihelid) ettoa dreitaufend Perfonen durdy die Vergiftung bed
Tangena-Tran?s. Der Hidsjte Gott und lefte Pelfer, der Shpfer und Cr-
Balter aller Dinge, war Janahary, den man als cigentlidhen Glott berebrie,
toie bie Heidnijdien Neger am Ogotve nady Dr. Albert Schveibers Mitteilung
ihren Mzame ald Hidjten und eigentlidien Gott anrufen. Die exjten evans
gelifen Miffiondfamilien aus Lonbdon trafen am 18. Yuguft 1818 m-lf
Madagaslar cin, aber wegen ded ungejunden Silimas verloren fie in twenis
gen Monaten fiinf ihrer Glieder. Miffionar Jones war {dlieplid) der eins
aige, ber iibrigblieh, und ihm gelang ¢8 endlich im Oltober 1820, in dad
Hodjgelegene Tananarivo an der Ofthiifte der Jnfel gu gelangen. Hier bs-
gann er feine Miffion. Sdion nady zlvei Jahren entftand die erjte Chris
ftengemeinbe, bon bder allerdings nidjt ein Glied getauft war, da Sinig
Radama I. bie Taufe verboten Hatte. Nad) fedid Nahren begann eine Mifs
fionsbruderprefie driftlidhe Flugblatter Bergujtellen. Jm zenten Jafr ber
Miffion lag die ftberfepung bed MNeuen Teftaments im Drud bollendet bor.
In Den erjten adit Jabren ber Miffionstitigleit waren iiber fiinfzehntaufend
junge feute durdy die gablreiden Miffionsfdjulen gegangen. Der Lerneifer
und bie Lernfdbigleit der intelligenten Hotva var erftaunlidy. P. Anjtein
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ucteilt: ,Die rafhe Darbietung ded Evangeliums in ber Eingebornenjprade
batf wolll al8 eine Pfingftgabe angefehen mwerden.” Nadama I. ftarb im
Jafre 1828; nadj iGm regierte eine feiner Frauen, bie beriidtigte Ranas
balona I. Radbama Batte einen jungen Mann aus der Vertandtidhaft als
Nadfolger beftimmt, einen Chriften, den die jhauerlihe Ranavalona fogleid
Binriditen Tiek. Sanabalona war cine ausgejprodjene Feindin des Evans
geliums.  Bon Geidnifden Prieftern umgeben, in jeder Hand einen Fetild
Baltend, felte fie fid) bor dem Bolf auf den Thron und gelobte bei allen Geis
ﬂfm. der RNeligion der Biiter treu bleiben und bdie neue NReligion der Curos
bider mit Stumpf und Stiel ausrotten zu wollen. Bunadyft ridhtete jie in
lﬁlﬂf cigenen Wertvandiidaft cin Vlutbad an, um alle ecttvaigen ThHrons=
anidrter gu bejeitigen. Dann jtectte fie fiebenGundert dyrijilide Lehrer und
Sdjiiler in das Heer, um ihren Cinflufy unter der Jugend zu bredjen. Aber
diefe frichen nun unter den Goldaten Mifjion, und in furger Jeit belannten
fidy gahlreiche Soldaten gum Evangelium. Die Wut der Aonigin gegen bas
Chriftentum fteigerte fich getvaltig, ald im Jahre 1829 die Franzofen bers
Illﬂih_ﬂ. fidh be8 Lanbes zu bemiidhtigen. Ranavalona jah vbon jebst ab jeden
Huslinder und jeden Ghrijten al8 ftaatdgefibrlih an. [m Jahre 1880
famen bie erften in der mabagaifijdien Spradje gedbrudten Neuen Tejtamente
aud der Prefle, um die jid) die Ehrijten formlidh riffen. Im nddjjten Jahr
ft'mbm aud) die erften Taufen jtatt, da, im Gegenfah u Radama, die Svnis
gin _Iuo[)l bas Abendmall, aber nidt dic Taufe verbot. Die VWexfolgung der
Gli_n[t_en in grogerem Mafjtab Legann im Jahre 18385, ald die ahlreidjen
dyrijtlien Solbaten um Vefreiung von den Heidnijhen Beremonien baten.
Das war ber Konigin zu biel. Am 26. Februar 1835 berief fie eine grofe
Boltsverjammlung, ein jogenannted Kabary, nad) der Hauptjtadt Tananarivo,
5tﬂ§tte bor den fiinfaehntaufend Soldaten und den Hundertundfiinfzigtaufend
iibrigen Untertanen bad Fefthalten an der alten Neligion ald Gefes und
bethot jeden dhriftlidlen Glottesdienft. Died Gefeh ftand fecdjundzmanzig
Jabre Tang in Siraft, bis um Tod der fonigin im JYahre 1861. Bis dahin
blieb die junge mabdagaffijdie Stirdge cine Statafombenlicdje; demn jo lange
touede fie, bald Geftiger, bald weniger Heftig, je tvic die Stdnigin fidy fiihlte,
verfolgt. Gigentiimlid) ift, dafy die Sionigin ihren eigenen Sohn, den jpites
ten Radbama II., der leider cin {Gwader Charalter war, im eigenen Palajt
Chrift werden und die Vibel Tefen Tieh. A, laft ifn bod getvifren! Cr
ift ja mein ©olhn”, rief fie iGren Heidnifdhen Miniftern au. Bunddjit bes
jtrafte die fonigin bie Ghrijten durd) Geldbufen, Eingichen ihrer BVermigen,
Rangerniedrigung, BVerfdidung der Ehriften gu Bwangsarbeiten in Stein=
briide ufro. ATE dies nidjt fruchtete, jdhritt fie au Sifentlidhen Hinridhiungen.
Bibrend ihrer Regierungszeit Haben an bie adjtzig Ehriften den Marthreriod
eclitten, unter ifnen die junge, aud vornehmer Familie ftammende Rajas
lama, bie auf ifrem Martergang Lobs und Danllicder jang und die, bei der
nun berfdhlofienen Siapelle voriibergehend, ausrief: ,Hicr Habe idh meinem
HCrrn Treue gelobt, und ihm mwill idh treu bleiben bid in den Tod.” b
mutiger Tod tourde andern Anlaf, dad Chrijtentum angunehmen. Da nad
mabdagaffiffem Gefels bei ber Hinrihhung bon Ungehirigen bes SKinigs=
Baujed Iein Blut bergoffen terden bdurfte, lieh Manavalona einige ifrer
driftlidien Bermandten lebenbig berbrennen. Aber alled bermodite nidt, dbnd
Chriftentum auf Mabdagaslar ausaurotten. Das Chriftenvol? Hatte feine
Bibel, und daran labte e8 ficdh. Weil bie Nonigin unter Undrohung von
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Wermigendentzug, Gefingnis, BVerbannung, Verfauf in bie Slabverei ober
aud) Tobedjtrafe ein Auslieferungdgebot fiir Bibeln erlaffen Hatte, vergruben
bie Ehrijten cinen Veftand vbon fiebgig Exemplaren der Wibel irgendivo in
einem Walde, um fiir alle Fille cine Referve gu Haben, Seit 1885 Iwar
Tein curopdifder Miffionar im Qande geblicben; fo tourde die Gemeinde
burdy einige tenig ausgebildete eingeborene Prediger zufammengefhalien, die
aber bod) ben Mut befagen, nid)t nur die Ehriften zu fidrlen, fondbern aud
felbjt ben Heiden das Evangelium zu predigen. Wie die Chriftengemeinde
trofy aller Verfolgung toud)d und gunahm, geigt ein Weifpiel. So aiblte bie
Gemeinde in Jlafy gu BVeginn der Verfolgung adjtunddreifig Glicder. BVon
biefen wurben vier Hingeriditet, drei ftarben im Sterfer in Stetten, gtvei ere
lagen der Tangena=Probe, vicr itberftanden fie, und fiinfunbswangig Ionnten
flichen und nene Glieder twerben. Filnfundzwangig Nabre darauf, nad
Sdylufy der BVerfolgung, jtand die Gemeinde mit faft dreifundert Gliedern ba.
Stad) bem Tobe der Nonigin im JYahre 1861 fourde ihr Sobn, Rabama II,
$tonig, der fdion gleidh am erften Tag feiner Negicrung volle Glaubenss
freibeit fiir alle feine lntertanen ausrief. Die erjte grofe Ehriftenverfols
gung auf Madbagaslar twar iiberjtanbden; 8 folgte fpater eine gweite. Aber
bie Gtanbhaftigleit der erften mabdagaffifdien Ehriften bei der erjten grofen
Berfolgung, dic am 26. Februar 1835 begann und iiber ein Bierteljahrs
Bunbdert wibrte, ift fo erftaunlidh und fteht o eingigartig in der Gejdidte
der neugeitlidien Miffion da, dafy wir ihrer bied Jahr mit Redjt gebenlen
und an ber Treue der erften madagajfifdjen Ehriften unjere eigene Treue
gegen Ehriftum ftaclen. 3T M

Die Kirdjenfrage. Wir Haben ald Freilivdie aud) in bdiefem unferm
Blatt oft und immer wieder unfere Stimme dafitr erfhoben, [dreibt ©. Herrs
mann in der ,Ev.=Luth. Freilirdje”, baf die Stirdje bie Ausbildung ifrer
Hinftigen Pfarrer felbft in die Hand nehmen jollte; denn die theologifdien
Falultdten jind ftaatlide Einriditungen und die Rrofefloren dber THeologie
bafelbft Staatsbeamte. Der Staat bebilt fidh dbarum aud) dad Redit bor,
fiic bie Tdtigleit dicfer in feinem Dienft ftefenden Veamten Gejondere BVors
fdriften au erlaffen. Neuerdings Hat der NeidhBerzicGungsminifter Nuft,
toie die ,Efjencr Nationalzeitung” beriditet, eine Anorbnung geiroffen, durd
bie ben Profefforen und Dogenten bder evangelifd-theologifden Falultdten
ifgt Offentlidle Stellungnahme im Kirdjenftreit berboten wicrd.

In dbem Crlaf Geift e8 unter andberm: ,Die theologijden Falultdten
find jtaatlide Cinriditungen, die Profefforen und Theologen Staatdbeamie.
€8 ift Pflidt cincd8 Staatdbeamten, jid) in begug auf bffenilidhe Streits
fragen ber Buriidfaltung au befleifigen. Glegen bdicfe felbftverftandlice
grunbdlegenbde Verpflidhtung Haben Profejforen und Dogenten der evangelijds
1heologifdien Falultdten durd) ifre altive Teilnahme ‘am SKirdenjireit vers
ftoGen. br Berhalten Hat in jtdctitem Mafe dagu beigetragen, daf ber
Sticdenftreit in8 Gdebiet der Hodfchule und in bdie Meifen der Dogenten
und Stubenten Hineingetragen wurbe. Jcdh bin getvillt, diefen unfalibaren
Bujftdnden an deutiden lniverfititen cin Ende su madjen, und ordne dafer
an: Den evangelifjd=theologifdhen Fafultdten ift jebe
ffentlide Stellungnalme im SNirdenftreit untecs
fagt. Cbenfo Gat jede Abgabe gemeinfamer Bffentlidier Erildrungen mit
YizdhenpolitijGem Jnbalt durd) Theologieprofefjoren und sbogenten allein
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ober gemeinfam mit anbern Volt3genoffen zu unterbleiben. Die Theologies
profefforen unbd sbogenten Haben bafilr Sorge gu tragen, daf ber Eharalter
bex Falultdt als ftaatlidhe Einridtung und ihrer eingelnen Mitglieber als
©taatdbeamte unter allen Umfténden getvalhet bleibt. Sie Gaben pilicts
gemd} fo gu Ganbeln, baf ifre in Staatsvertrigen folvie in ftaatlider und
licdlidjer @efepgebung feftgelegten Pflichten und Medjte von bem Sirdjens
ftceit unberiifrt bleiben. Das gilt nidht nur filc bie bivelten Amispfliditen
im engften Ginne, fondern mit gleidjer Strenge filc bie mit Profeffur und
Dogentur berbundenen teiteren Pilidjtleiftungen gegenilber den amtierens
ben Sirdjenbehocben.

»Gollte au8 @riinden perfonlidher i{ibergeugung ein Profefjor ober
Dogent geneigt fein, der Aufforderung gur Mitarbeit feitend freigebils
beter irdjlidjer BWereinigungen Folge gu leiften, fo bedarf e
5‘5!8“ auf @Grund cined cingehendben Glefudhed meiner. befonderen Genehs
migung. ‘Die Mindeftvorausdjepungen BHiergu find folgende: Der Gefudys
fteller muf bie Grfldrung abgeben, baf er ben amticrenben ftaailih ans
etfannten Sirdjenbehdrden nady tvie bor den [Gulbigen Dienft leiften tvicd,
M‘ﬁ bie Mitglicber der in Frage fommenden Firdjliden Wereinigung jeders
geit rildhaltlod fiix den nationalfozialiftijien Staat cintreten, baf bdie bes
treffende icdhliche Wereinigung die Wiederberftellung bed Firdjlidhen Fries
ben8 anftrebt und oGffentlidfe Ginridjtungen aqud bdem tirdjenparteiliden
fampf Beraushalt. Die THheologieprofefjoren und sbogenten Haben ifren
gangen Einfluf bafiic eingujehen, baf die Stubenten ber Theologie fidh jedber
dffentliien Stellungnahme im Sirchenitreit enthalten und fich bielmebr mit
gangem Crnft ben ihnen oblicgenden Stubdien Yingeben.” (Meicdhdbote bom
24. Mirz 1035.)

Durd) alle dieje Vorgdnge follte ¢3 jebermann immer Harer merbden,
baf e foloohl ber Sirdie Ivie dem Gtaate gu grofjtem ESegen gereidien
wiitbe, toenn die Trennung von Stivdje und Stant durdgefilhrt twiicde,
mie fie in fo vielen anbern modernen Staaten Yangft burdigefiihet ijt, two,
um cin Wort Alfred Rofenbergd au gebraudjen, Millionen von Menjdjen
win beridjiebenften religidfen Gruppen nebeneinanbder leben, ofne biefe relis
gitfe Gruppierung gu einem politijfien Streit um Staatdgrundiife auss
gunufen.” (. 9. vom 28. Auguft 1934.) 1.

Die Devifennot. Die Sdjvierigleiten ber vergangenen Monate find
nm dant bem Cnigegenfommen der auftdnbigen Wehorben vorldufig bes
feitigt. Die Reidijtelle filc Devifenguteifung verlangte im September leps
ten JaBres bic Griindung ciner Stelle, die alle Miffionsgefelidafien bers
frete und mit ihr alle Verfanblungen iiber Devifen filjren Ionne. Dasd
filjrte gur Griinbung der fogenannten Miffionsdevifen=Fommiffion. Dicfe
Slommiffion echiclt von der NReichsftelle die Genchmigung, fiir den Unters
Balt beutfher Miffionare ber iGr angejdhloffencn GefelidGafien monatlid
cinen Bejtimmien Wetrag ausfiihren gu bdiirfen. Die WVerhandlungen mit
ben Behiorden in Werlin eigten bor allem, dafy trop der Sdivierigleiten
eine freunblidhe Bereitiwilligleit borhanden ift, der fuferen Miffion inners
Balb der vorfandenen Veftimmungen au Felfen und fo Iweit ald moglih
enigegengulommen. o twurdben MWege gezeigt und gefunden, auf bdenen
bie Miffionddevifen-fommifjion den ihr genehmigten Vetrag monatlicdh audy
exbalten iixd. (AUg. Miff.=Nadr.)
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Christian Radio Station in Shanghai. — The News Bulletin of the
N. L. C. carries this interesting item: “The use of the radio in the service
of missions has been inaugurated in Shanghai, where a broadecasting sta-
tion has been erected in the headquarters of the Association for Christian
Literature. It has been planned to increase the sending power of the ata-
tion, which now has only a small sending radius, so that it can be heard
in all of Eastern China. The program includes the discussion of social
problems, talks on character-building, stories for children, health talks by
missionary doctors, news of the day, sermons, and music. Every morning
a family devotion is held.” The item does not say whether it is the old
Gospel which is proclaimed by this station or the modern brand, sponsored,
for instance, by Pearl Buck and her sympathizers.

Dr. Morrison on Church Conditions in Greece.— The editor of
the Christian Century, Charles Clayton Morrison, lately traveled in the
Near East, and his letters written amid the scenes he visited are interest-
ing and informing. Speaking of the Greek Orthodox Church, he points
out that this communion, which before the war had something like 121 mil-
lion adherents, through the suppression and persecution going on in Russia
hardly has more than twenty million members left. Concerning what he
saw in Athens he writes: “I came in contact with a movement which saves
me from complete pessimism with respect to Eastern Christianity. At
& tea at the home of Dr. Jesse Marden I met a priest of the Church, who
was described by my host as the leader of a brotherhood of preachers, and
my conversation with him was so interesting that I went on Sunday to
the church where he was the regular preacher. Those who know the Greek
Church will think I am using a Protestant provincilalism when I refer to
& priest of the Greek Church as a preacher, and as the regular preacher
at a particular church. But, no; I speak advisedly. This brotherhood,
or fraternity, or order, of preachers is an organization which started
twenty-six years ago with five young theologians as its first members.
It now includes about forty. 'They are among the best-cducated men of
the Greek Church, all of them graduates of the theological department of
the University of Athens. They live in a monastery as one family, are
not married, but take no celibate vows. If one of them marries, he changes
his status from a member to a friend of the order. The name of the order
is Zoe, which signifies ‘life movement.’ Its basic presupposition is that
the Greek Church is smothered in ceremonialism. The complete absence
or the puerility of preaching in the Greek Church is notorious. These men
consecrated themselves to the task of reviving the spiritual life of their
Church, chiefly by preaching, but also by the organization of Sunday-schools
or catechetical classes for instruction in the Scriptures and by publishing
a religious paper, Zoe, which already has a circulation of some sixty thou-
sand. Of late the bishops of the Church have begun to recognize the
brotherhood and are drawing upon them for preachers to fill the long un-
occupied pulpits. There are now fifteen churches in Athens, including the
cathedral, in which these men are stated preachers and in which they
conduct catechetical schools. Other members of the order go out into the
provinces, where their work is being increasingly welcomed.” A.

S

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1935



	Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1645475406.pdf.Z4yoo

