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Kretzmann: Miscellanea

702  Miscellanea.

Miscellanea.

Jojatim ober Bebelia, Jer. 27, 1P

€3 ijt cine Anfrage eingelaufen wegen ber WVemerfung in BVand V, 839,
biefexr Jeitfdrift, tweil die Hirjdjberger, die Weimarer BVibel und Matifeln
Penxys Sommentar Jojafinme beibehalten iwollen. Ubexr bemgegeniiber ift
au beadyten, dafy jdon Hieronhmus feine BebenTen betreffd dber Ledart dufert,
daf fid) dber Vers iiberhaupt nidht in den LXX finbet und daf feine MVeis
behaltung mit dem Namen Jojatim Sdivicrigleiten madit, die faft gur Uns
nahme cines Widerfprudyd im Tegt filhren. Man bergleidhe B. 8 und 20
und befonders Slap. 28, 1. Die annehmbarjte Cridrung ift jedenfalls die,
daf cin Abjdjreiber Nap. 26, 1 cinfad) wiederfolt Hat, um einen neuen Paras
graphen gu beginnen. Obder er Hat fid) im Namen verfehen, westvegen aud
dic arabifdje und die fyrijde fiberfelung ohne Bedenlen Jedelia gefebt Haben.
Die cinfdjldgigen Fragen mwerden behandelt von Ehelich, Steil, Nagelsbad)
(im fangefdjen Bibelwerl), Orelli (in Strad=Jodler), Samuinn-a‘nllﬁd'
VBroton, Dummelow, Jrivin und andern. $.C

Dancing, Religious and Non-Religious.

We quote Rev. Herbert Lockyer of Liverpool, England, in saying that
80 wide-spread is the passion for dancing that it is confronting the Chris-
tian Church to-day and demanding inclusion within her courts. It is de-
clared by the religious devotees of the dance that the old-fashioned methods
of winning the young for the service of Christ and His Church are obsolete
and that is is now imperative to open the doors of the sanctuary to this
amusement in order to attract them.

A conspicuous illustration of this is scen in Chicago just now, where
a suburban church of the Baptist denomination has put on “a pageant in-
tended to reveal bodies as temples of finer godliness,” to quote the leader
of the enterprise. This leader is a German dancer, whom the newspapers
describe as a leading exponent of a certain school of dancing in America.
There were fiftcen of the young people of the church associated with her
in the pageant, which was based, it is said, on Is. 60. The pastor also par-
ticipated in the pageant. It is thus that the leader speaks of it: —

“We may subscribe to different religions, yet there is something godly
in us which is common to all. People can learn a new respect for their
being, that the body can be used as an instrument of the spirit as well as
of physical function. It contains all that we have and that we are. Upon
ourselves depends the form and expression we give it.”

The people who advocate this kind of thing quote Miriam and the
women at the Red Sea (Ex. 15, 20), David before the Ark (2 Sam. 6, 14),
and the exhortation of the psalmist: “Let the children of Zion be joyful
in their King; let them praise His name in the dance,” Ps. 140, 2. 3. But
all this is different from revealing one’s body ns a temple of godliness.
The Bible-dancing was spontaneous, not rehearsed. It was the joy of spir-
itual victory, not a theatrical show. It was carried on not in the synagog
or Temple, “the nave of the church and the chancel,” but in the open air.
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As Spurgeon said: “The sacred dance of divine joy is no example or ex-
cuse for frivolous dances, much less for lewd ones.”

But what shall we say of non-religious dancing? We mean the dancing
of the ballrooms, the dining-rooms of many of our metropolitan hotels, and
the college and high-school proms, not to name the cabarets and places
of lower character?

The very thing not sanctioned in the Bible is that which gives this
modern form of dancing its grip and fascination, namely, the mixing of
the sexes. If women and girls were allowed to dance only with members
of their own sex, and if the same were true of men and boys, the lure of it
"'l:llll:d. be gone and the great problem arising out of it would be quickly
sett

Oh, what tragedies may be laid at the door of the modern dance! On
another page a New York clergyman answers the question, Why do I not
dance? and his reply is mild, and becomingly so. But how much more
might be said about it if one felt free to speak!

“Ye shall know them by their fruits,” Matt.7, 16. The dress or un-
dress of the women and girls who dance, the physical contact with their
partners, the attitudes assumed, the evident emotions stirred by obscene
music, how degrading it all is! Ask socinl-welfare workers about the after-
results of these things; ask pastors who get behind the scemes; ask dis-
tressed parents; ask police officers. A New York chief of police said re-
cently that three-fourths of the women and girls living lives of immorality
have been led from the path of virtue by the dance.

But even were this not so, the pleasure, or amusement, of dancing,
running far into the night, as a rule, robs its devotees of sleep and sends
them to their tasks in the morning stupid, nervous, and dull instead of
rested, refreshed, and alert. How unfair to an cmployer, to a teacher, and
to one's self, and to his or her associntes as welll And how dishonoring
to the God who created us, and created us for His pleasure!

We appenl to parents to try to save their boys and girls from this
contamination, this fateful step on the down-grade of human existence.
And we appeal to Sunday-school and other teachers and to pastors to in-
form themselves about it and to speak out with the clearness of conviction
and the authority of a “Thus saith the Lord.” — Moody Monthly.

3
[ ]
Y

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol6/iss1/80



	Miscellanea
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1645475406.pdf.VCz2l

