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“Persecution” in Mexico.

In view of the frantic efforts made by Catholics to bring sufficient
pressure to bear on our Government to protest against anti-Catholic mea-
sures in Mexico, it is well to remember a few things. In the first place,
hear the other side. According to the Associnted Press, President Lazaro
Cardenas of Mexico declared that neither his government nor related in-
stitutions persecute Catholics “for the fact that they profess Catholicism
or any other religion.” In a review of the history of the Mexican Church
he said it had retarded the social and economic evolution of the country.
“The Church in Mexico,” he went on, “only furnished services which con-
tributed to maintaining its position as a privileged class and an auxiliary
of exploiting classes. It is natural that the government program of social
renovation had to clash with the strong interests of the social classes, which
want to conserve the régime of exploitation.” (St. Louis Post-Dispatch.)

Secondly, admitted that the President of Mexico paints the policy of
his government whiter than facts warrant, he is surely not telling us
anything new in his characterization of Roman policy in that state. The
history of all solidly Catholic countries presents the same picture. When
the Lutheran in an editorial says: “The present administration in Mexico
has determined to pursue an anti-Church course which closely resembles
the Russian policy in dealing with religion,” another parallel is suggested.
In a recent lecture on conditions in Russin the fearful reaction against
all religion in that country was explained in these words: “The Greek
Catholic Church under the Czars was about the poorest excuse for re-
ligion the world ever knew.” Was the Roman Church in Mexico much
better? Under the heading “Four Centuries of Authority” the Lutheran,
in another editorial, says: “Since the days of Cortez and the Conquis-
tadores, Catholicism has been the sole form of Christianity enjoying com-
plete freedom and authority in Mexico. Not only worship, but education,
art, and great wealth have been under Church control. That the revolu-
tion should so completely win the people to opposition invites inquiry.
A friend of ours ‘spent his 1934 vacation’ south of the Rio Grande River
and visited the more important churches of Mexico City and other large
places. He was impressed by the attitude of the people, which he de-
scribes as ‘religious to the point of superstition’ In the cathedral in
Mexico City he found two masses in process at the same time and people
going in ‘to say their prayers’ at the numerous shrines. At another
church, before the entrance to which, on the plaza of the city, there was.
a flower market, the Mexican women would gell a bunch of flowers and
then rush into the church to ‘buy a candle and place it before one of the:
altars” In one church he noticed a peasant hang the clay image of a pig-
on a nail driven into n pilaster of the wall near a shrine, drop & coin into.
a box, then cross himself, and kneel before an image in the shrine. It was.
explained that he probably had a sick pig and came to invoke the saint’s.
aid to cure it. The pilaster had hundreds of nails driven into it and
numerous crudely made clay replicas hanging from them, some of them
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of babies. He referred to the silver and gold, bejeweled:
furnishings of altars and shrines, in vivid contrast with the poverty and
wretchedness of the peons. He was told that the native Mexicans are.
greatly dissatisfied with the former ecclesinstical authorities, who were
aliens. We asked him categorically, ‘Do you think the Catholic Church
has done what it could and should have done to fit the Mexicans to do
their part and have their share in the culture and productive agencies
of the twenticth century? He answered, ‘Absolutely no. They had un-
conditioned opportunities, and they neglected them. Now the peasants:
have become deeply embittered against the Church’s policies and rep-
resentatives.’ ”

We surely agree to this: “All Christians in America will be opposed.
to countenancing an atheistic state in the western hemisphere”; but also
fo this: “In joining our protests to those coming from Roman Catholic
fources, we are not agreeing that the Church of Rome has earned the
good will of those who entrusted their worship to her stewardship. A con-
siderable portion of what is called persecution is in the nature of punish-
ment — the reaping of the whirlwind because the wind was sown.” T.H.

Bu Dan. 9, 24—27.

[ .bﬂ.' erften Nummer ded laufenden Jahrgangd von ,Forjdungen und-
Sortfdritte” bringt Prof. Oswald Gerhardt-Vexlin eine Abjandlung iiber
bas Thema: ,Wann follte ber Mejfias Tommen?” Cr ftitht fidh babei in
Ieuun Ausfiifrungen Hauptiadilidh) auf die Stelle Dan, 9, 24—27, und zwar
i ber Fafjung, wie jic fid) in cinem bisher villig unbeadteten Text bei Ters
h.llﬁﬂll findet. Diefer Apologet bejchaftigte fidh in feiner Scirift .Gegen
bie Juben” eingehend mit dem meunten Stapitel ded Budjed Danicl. Gers
Bardt {dreibt: .Qn feinem Cremplar lautete jene Gtelle folgendermagen:
And du follit toiffen und vernehmen und verjtefen, bom Pusgang eines
@ejpridhs begiiglic) der Derftellung und des Wieberaufbaus von Jerufalem
bi auf den Gefalbten, den Hergog (Christum, Ducem) find 62 Wodjen unbd
eine Balbe; und e tird twicder erftefen und gebaut werben in BVreite und:
Umiallung, und bic Jeiten werden erneuert twerden. 1Und nad) diefem
62 BWodjen ird der Salbung cin Ende gemadit twerben, und fie wird nidt
mebe fein. 1nd die Stadt und dad PHeiligtum toird er vernidten mit einem
Betangichenben Fiicjten.” MNidit weniger ald ficbenmal aitiert Tertullion
biefe Prophetie, einmal mit der feicrlidien Veteurung, daf Gott 8 borauss
gefeben und burd) Daniel verliindigt Gabe. . . . Alle Handidrifien eigen,
bafy der obige Danieltest bei Tertullian cinbeitlidy feftjteht — bon irgends
mi(;?l“ abmweidjenden Qedart toufte diefer Werteidiger bed CEhrifjteniums:
nidts.”

: Diefer Fund ijt aus mebhreren Griinben widitig und interefjant und-
Iitd jebenfalls gum recdjten Werftiinbnis bder Stelle beitragen. Gerhardt
keift auf Grund ded Tertulliantezted nadj, dbafy die Daniclfdhe Weisjagung.
N!l @cburtsjabr Ghrifti auf 7 bor unjerer Jeitredinung angegeben Hat,.
namlid) 437% Yafre nad) dbem Gefprad in Neh. 2, 1 ff., dbad im Jahre 445
v. Gz, ftattfanb. P.C 8.
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