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Miscellanea.

Raising the Average Attendance at Holy Communion.

It is a well-known fact that the attendance at the Lord’s Supper in
our Church is too low, the average being below the figure set by Luther
in his well-known saying about the necessity of partaking of the Holy
Communion at lenst some four times n year. This fact was the subject
of a paper at a rccent conference, and we here offer the gist of the
remarks.

1. It is self-evident that we must constantly and unremittingly set
forth the glorious promises of Christ ns pertaining to the proper use of
the Sacrament. This is done, ns n matter of fact, in the regular catechu-
men classes and should be done as frequently as possible when the text
permits of the exposition and application, especially on Maundy Thursday
and in confessional addresses. It is by no means out of place to devote
a special series of sermons to the consideration of the blessings connected
with the Eucharist, so that all our members from time to time receive de-
tailed instruction concerning its benefits. Talks before the various church
organizations, the young people’s societies, the lndies’ aid, the men’s club,
ete,, will likewise be of some help in keeping the Sacrament before the
minds of our people.

2. It is very important that the so-ealled announcement, or registra-
tion, for the Holy Communion be utilized by cvery pastor. Under no circum-
stances should it become a perfunctory taking of names with a few words
of stereotyped well-wishing. In this conncction it may be said that one
may well use cards announcing the celebration of the Eucharist, with
a well-worded invitation to all communicant members. Direct reminders
sent by mail have proved their value in many congregations.

3. Above all, we ought to have the celebration of the Lord’s Supper
far more frequently, in keeping with its blessed purpose. If we do not
give our members the opportunity to receive the Sacrament frequently, we
need not be surprised if they do not come often. In large congregations
we ought to celebrate the Holy Communion every Sunday and, where the
number of communicants exceeds 400, at least twice a month.

4. It is necessary that we stress the importance of the Lord’s Supper
also by admonishing those who are lax in attendance. Non-attendance at
the Holy Supper is certainly as serious as non-nttendance at church ser-
vices, and few pastors would neglect the admonition of those who make it
a practise to stay away from church. If Matt.18 were applied in time,
the laxity of many communicants would never become o habit. And we
should not think of recommending such a lax member to a sister congrega-
tion until matters have been adjusted. P.E.K.

Two New “Saints.”

Under date of January 29 the Associated Press reports from the Vati-
can City: “Preparations are under way for the canonization as saints
of Sir Thomas More, Chancellor of England, and John Fisher, Bishop of
Rochester, beheaded by King Henry VIII of England for refusing to recog-
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Dies the legality of his divorce from Catherine and his marriage with Anne
Boleyn." On February 10, in St. Peter's Cathedral, in the presence of Pope
Pius, “decretals were read recognizing the martyrdom of Cardinal John
Fisher and Sir Thomas More” (Chicago Tribune Press Service). There
are o few things that make this impending canonization, which will take
Place the latter part of May, peculiarly interesting. In the first place, it
should be settled definitely why these two men were beheaded. According
to the above dispatches the eause was their opposition to the king’s divorce
and remarringe,* and so this canonization will be a symbolical reaflirma-
tion of Catholicism’s irrevocable opposition to divorce; “it is said in Vati-
ean circles that the canonization of the two is in one way a form of the
expression of the Church’s wishes to emphasize what it thinks of divoree
ilf modern society.” This will sound better in England than the cause
given by Hilaire Belloc (in his Shorter History of England, 1934) and by
the Commoniwceal (February 22, 1935) : refusal to “take the Oath of Su-
premacy,” “refusal to recognize him (King Henry VIII) as head of the
Church in England.” That should be authentie expression of official Cath-
olic opinion. Belloc appears to be the historical mouthpiece of Catholicism
in England to-day; and the Commoniweal in the same number reports that
the Catholic Action Medal was conferred on the editor, Michael Williams,
oa February 3, for distinctive service to the Church; and Pope Pius XI
faid: “Approbamus ct applaudimus.” “Thus the distinction may fairly
claim to carry with it genuine ecclesiastieal endorsement.” The Chicago
Tribunc ndds: “The decretals are n step further toward the canonization
of the two Englishmen whose names will be later added to the calendar
of saints as another gesture of the Vatiean toward Catholies in England.”
One wonders how the Protestant majority of England views this “gesture,”
a renewed condemnation of the King's supremacy in the Church in England;
above all, what were the thoughts of Sir Eric Drummond, British am-
bassador to Italy, and Sir Charles Wingfield, British envoy to the Holy
See, who were present at the ceremonies, when the Holy Father spoke as
!ollon: “I turn my eyes toward that country, and I repeat the wish, which
18 not only a prayer, but a prophecy of the divine Redeemer, that there be
but one flock and one pastor.” (Commonweal.) Moreover, one wonders
whether it is altogether forgotten in Catholie circles that Sir Thomas More
on the occasion of the publication of King Henry’s Asscrtio Septem Sacra-
mentorum “thought that the king had gome too far in asserting divine
institution for the primacy of the papal sce” (Fisher, Political History
of England) and told the king so. More would trust neither the Pope
nor King Henry as absolute head of the Church. And do English church-
men remember that More later on changed his mind and in a speech, after
being condemned to death, declared that the act of Parlinment (Act of
Supremacy) was repugnant to the laws of God and the Holy Chureh, a vio-
lation of the Magna Carta and the coronation oath; mor could the realm
of England refuse obedience to the See of Rome any more than a child
could refuse obedience to its natural father. Nor should Lutherans and
other Protestants forget that More in his writings against Luther used
language so coarse and obscene that even Grisar (who surely did not love

* Bo Lucas, Renaissance and Reformation, p. 542.
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Luther) refused to translate it; he says (Luther, II, 105): “Dic Stelle
8ci im latcinischen Originaltext, der ihr allein anstcht, der Anmerkung
vorbehalten.” And finally, if More is now to be a “saint,” we may surely
without fear of challenge on the part of Catholics quote his Utopia as
an authentic picture of his times.— As for Fisher, it is said that he fell
a victim to one of the rather rough practical jokes of Henry. Fisher was
imprisoned in the Tower; the Pope, to aid him in regaining his liberty,
made him a eardinal — surely even Henry would not dare to lay his hand
on a prince of the Church! But the Pope had as yet no idea of what Henry
could dare to do; Henry declared that rather than have the cardinal’s hat
brought from Rome to England for Fisher’s head, he would send Fisher's
head from England to Rome for the cardinal’s hat. T. H.

nBur Jafobusfrage, Gal. 1, 19.4

linter dicjer fibexfdirift behanbdelt Hugo Stodh-Miindjen in Heft 2/8 1084
der ., Beitfdrift fiic die neutejtamentlidhe Wiffenjdiaft” bdie ettons {dvicrige
Stonjtrultion der Stelle, in der man cine uniiberwindlide Schivierigleit fiir
bic ¥nnahme gefunden Gat, dafy der dort ertvihnie Jalobus nidt mit Jalos
bus minor gu identifizicren fei. 8 Hanbelt fid) um bdie Rartifeln o pj, die
Luther iiberfelst Hat .ofhne”, nimlid Jafobum, des HErrn Bruder. Der
Berfajjer Tegt die Sdtvierigleit jo dar: .Vei den Fatholijlen Schriftecllds
rern, die im HCrrnbruder Jalobus den Apojtel Jafobus, den Solhn bed
Alphiius (Silopasd), erbliden, ijt dies gang felbjtverjtindlid. Aber audy bdie
protejtantijdhen THheologen bevorzugen dbiefe Ynjdjauung, und dic Anjidt des
vor Turgem Beimgegangenen Balhn, der nad) dbem Vorgang von Grotiusd dasd
&l i im Sinne von fondern* fajjt und den HErrnbruder bon den Apojteln
in jedem Sinne ausgenommen finbdet, ijt jo qut wie ganz aufgegeben. Neues
jtend Degeidinet M. de Ia Garemne die Stelle geradezu als ,entjdeidend
bdafiir, dbaf ber HCrenbruder zu den Apofiln gehort Gabe. Jjt fie died
toicklidh 2

Der Verfajfer geht dann ausfiibelid) auf den fragliden Ausdrud ein,
obei er bejonberd aud) die Stellen Matth. 12, 4; Lul. 4, 25—27; Matif.
5,18; 17, 8; 13, 32; Job. 18, 10; Apojt. 27, 22; Nim. 14, 14; Gal. 1,6.7;
2, 16 Herangicht, um zu betveifen, dafy der Ausbdrud mit ,fondern” mwiebers
gugeben ijt. Seine Stellung erfirtet Stod) dann Iveiter mit Jitaten ausd den
LXX, au8 Gyprian und aus Novatian. Dasd Nejultat feiner Unterjudung
fajt er gujammen in dber Ausjage: ,Da miijite aljo der Sab iiberfebt wers
ben: ecinen gtveiten von dem Apojteln jab i) nidht, jondern (nur nod)
Salobus, den HErrnbruder. . . . Aud) gu den Apojteln im toeiteren Sinne
will Paulus den HErrnbruder nidit rednen, da & fidh in den Ausfiihrungen
bed Glalaterbriefed offenfundig wm Altapojtel im firengen Sinne Hanbelt.
Unb Aufgabe ber Apoftel im engeren und weitecren Sinne tvar e, predigend
gu reifen und Gemeinden gu griinden, aber nidit irgendvo fepbaft gu bleis
ben, Ivie bad beim HErrmbruder Jafobus in Jerufalem geitlebens der Fall
ar.”  (Vgl. Vb, V, 108 {f.) $.C. 8.
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