Concordia Theological Monthly
Volume 6 Article 36

4-1-1935

Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches

P. E. Kretzmann

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm

6‘ Part of the Practical Theology Commons

Recommended Citation

Kretzmann, P. E. (1935) "Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches," Concordia Theological
Monthly. Vol. 6, Article 36.

Available at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol6/iss1/36

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Print Publications at Scholarly Resources from
Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Concordia Theological Monthly by an authorized editor
of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact seitzw@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol6
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol6/iss1/36
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol6%2Fiss1%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1186?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol6%2Fiss1%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol6/iss1/36?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol6%2Fiss1%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

Kretzmann: Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches
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Theological Observer. — S!itdilitﬁ-,Sci;tgcf;d-thitmt—

I. Amerika.

Aud ber Synobe. Aus den lepten Nummern der verjhicbenen Diftriliss
Blatter ift erfihtlich, baf bas MWer? ded8 HErrm im bergangenen Jahre mit
groferem Gifer und Crfolg betrieben worben ift. Dad geht nicht nur Hers
bor oud ber Katfadie, daf man iiberall mit allem Ernft neue Mifjionen
exdfinet, fonbern qud) baraus, baf eine gange Angahl ber Diftritte ihren
eil der @elder fiic bad Wer? der Synode aufgebradjt Haben. Einige, tie
ber Golorabo-Diftrilt, ber Ofafoma-Diftrilt und ber Mittlere Diitrilt,
Faben fogar bie ifnen gugetviefene Summe iiberjdritten, fo bak bder Saffierer
ber Egnobe wenigftens einen Teil der Synodbalfduld abtragen fonnte. Wenn
ber HErr Der Nirdje mweiter Siraft und Mut gibt, toicd die Arbeit bder Stirde
iﬁ!‘“ rubigen Fortgang nehmen, ja ofne Biveifel mwadifen und gebeihen. —
Die _Snil der Gemeinden, qudj Hier im mittleren Wejten, die ifr fiinfund=
fiebgigjariges Jubildum feiern, mehrt fidg. Die Gemeinde zu RBineland,
Ofl!n:io. fonnte fogar {djon bas Jubildum ihres adizigiihrigen Bejtehens
feiern.  ®ber aud) qus anbern Diftritten tommen Nadjriditen bon derartigen
ejtfeiern.  Die Wilder und die Gemcindegejdichten, die fih in den vers
[iedenen Diftritisblattern finden, find von grofem Wert, nidt nur filc
bie jeyige Generation, fonbern audy fitr Hinftige Beiten. Wenn Material
diefer ek, das gefdjichilichen Wert Hat, aud) an bdasd Ardjiv unferer Hijtos
tijdien Gefeljdaft gefandt wird, fo wird es filr den Stirdengejdjichtidreiber
ton grofem MWect fein. — Dafy bic Vriider in Siidbamerifa in zielbetoufter,
agaeeffiver Weife arbeiten, geht aus jeber NMummer der beiden dort Herauss
gegebenen Firdjlidhen Jeitidhriften Herbor. Da findet fich nidht nur inters
tfiante Tivdilidge Beitgeidicite, fondern audy reidhliy Material an Lehre und
Vefre. Das ,Co.-Luih. Nirdienblatt fiic Sitdamerila” erjdeint feit dem
1. Januar diefed JYahres mit einem neuen Titelblait in mobernem Feits

ud, — Die Fremdipradige Mifjion inmitten ded3 Atlantijden Dijtrilts
digt fdjone Fortjdjritte unter ben Slomwalen, den Letten, den Littauern, den
Jalienern und den Juben, fwogu nodj die Arbeit der Jnneren WMifjion (im
tigenilidhen Sinne bed Worts) in der Grofiftadt Netw Por? fommt. Diefed
gange Wer? tird von der Shnode unterjtiift und Iojtet ctiva $14,000
jagelidy. PB. C. K.

The National Lutheran Council Holds Its Election and Issues
Pronouncements on War and Movies. — When the National Lutheran
Council met in New York City January 17 and 18, it was found that of its
twenty-two commissioners nineteen were in attendance. A report says:
“The former officers were reclected: President, C. C. Hein, D. D., Colum-
bus, 0.; Vice-President, N. C. Carlsen, D. D., Blair, Nebr.; Secretary, M. R.
Hamsher, D, D,, Mechanicsburg, Pa.; Treasurer, the Hon. E. F. Eilert, New
York City. The latter officer enjoys the honor of having served con-
tinuously since the organmization of the council in 1018. Those who will
gerve as the additional members of the executive committee are the Rev.
Drs. J. A. Ansgard, T. O. Burntvedt, G. A. Brandelle, E. B. Burgess, and
E.H.Rausch.” We submit here, in the first place, the resolutions pertain-
ing to war that were adopted: —

20
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“l. The Lutheran Church is against everything that breeds war. War
is the logical consequence of selfishness and greed and must be stopped at
its source. Resolutions and agitation against war are futile so long as
we want to be the beneficiaries of that which causes war. What a man
sows, that shall he reap, is not simply a discovery of science. It is a deec-
laration of eternal truth by God Himself.

“II. Lasting peace is only possible if it is o peace with purpose. With-
out purpose it only furnishes added opportunity for that which causes war.
The glory of God and the good of man are the prerequisites for enduring
peace on carth.

“ITI. The National Lutheran Council calls upon the nation to rededi-
cate itsclfl to the climination of the causes of war within the nation and
among the nations of the world and the establishment of these high pur-
poses of enduring peace. Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,
saith the Lord.

“The National Lutheran Council calls upon its constituency to work
and pray for this consummation.

“IV. Our Government is the guardian of the rights and liberties of
its citizens and as such must take the steps to protect these rights and
liberties which sound judgment and high purpose dictate. No steps should
be taken which lead to war or preparation for war which are the result
of selfishness or greed and the desire for profit on the part of the nation
or groups or individuals or which come from propaganda founded on false-
hoods and undue emphasis of partial truths. The Government in the
exercise of its duties and responsibilitics must seck to avoid requiring of
its citizens violation of conscientious scruples. Individual citizens and
groups must not hamper or handicap the Government in the enforcement
and maintenance of that which is essentinl to the life and existence of
the nation.”

Needless to say, we are in entire sympathy with the objectives of this
declaration. But a resolution which appears not entirely proper is No.IIL
These Lutheran commissioners are indeed within their rights when they
say: “The National Lutheran Council calls upon its constituency to work
and pray for this consummation”; but when the Council “calls upon the
nation to rededicate itself to the elimination of the causes of war,” con-
cluding this exhortation with a Secripture-passage, one feels that it lays
itself open to the charge of endeavoring to influence people by the Word
without having laid the foundation through the preaching of repentance
and faith. The Reformed have always been committing this mistake, and
Lutherans should avoid it.

Quite commendable and certain of receiving the endorsement of all
people for whom the Ten Commandments are still in force are the resolu-
tions of the National Lutheran Council on the moving-picture menace.
On account of their timeliness we reprint them here in full: —

“During the past year a great campaign for cleaner motion-pictures
has been waged. Voices of protest were rnised in many quarters against
what was held to be the corrupting influcnces of many of the pictures.
A wave of moral indignation swept over the land. The outraged moral
sense of Christian people expressed itself in no uncertain terms.
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“Motion-pictures might be at all times, and often are, legitimate enter-
fainment as well as an important educational factor. Their influence can
be wholesome and salutary. They have great potential value for society.
But at the present time many pictures stand charged with serious offenses
against decency and morality.

“The public has a right to demand that those who are the players in
the pictures shall live lives that conform to the decent standards of society.
But at the present time it scems that the producers seck to capitalize on
the scandals in the lives of their so-called stars.

“Newspapers and other publications bear a part of the blame for the
corruption of morals which is going on through degrading pictures. Often
favorable reviews are given of unwholesome pictures, and advertising
columns are filled with highly suggestive copy. Bill-boards in theater en-
trances contain similar advertising material which is an offense to morality.

“The tremendous responsibility of producers and all who have any-
thing to do with the presentation of degrading motion-pictures hecomes
evident when we consider that approximately twenty-eight million minors
visit the movies every weck. Of these, eleven million are below thirteen
years of age. What a betrayal of trust to present before these vulgarity,
brutality, underworld scenes and practises, nudity, illicit love, and a false
and distorted view of life! ‘Whoso shall offend one of these little ones
which believe in Me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged
about his neck and that he were drowned in the depths of the sea.’

“We deplore the sad state of affairs which a study of moving pictures
reveals and the flagrant breach of trust on the part of those who are re-
sponsible. We rejoice in the emphatic, though long overdue, protest against
these conditions which has been made in recent months. We cherish the
hope that this is not a burst of indignation which soon will spend its
force, but that it marks the beginning of a long-time effort and continued
vigilance. Believing that the aroused Christian sentiment of the nation
will prove itself & force. which no group can defy or ignore indefinitely,
we pledge our full support to the movement for the renovation of the
movies.

“We appeal to our Lutheran people to withhold their patronage from
all motion-pictures which have a degrading influence and are a menace to
Yome, church, and country.

“We call upon them to make their influence felt in creating a public
opinion which will demand the suppression of that which corrupts and
distorts life.

“We hold that as citizens they must bring pressure to bear to secure
legislation which will deal with the evil at its source, that is, where the
pictures are made.

“We condemn as an unmitigated evil the present system of enforced
block-booking and blind-buying.

“In the final analysis the Gospel is the only real remedy for every
social evil. When men have in their hearts the love of God, who loved us
first, they experience the expulsive power of this new affection. With this
boly love in their souls, they will neither participate in making, or have
the desire to witness, soul-destroying pictures. Therefore the first duty of

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1935



Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 6 [1935], Art. 36

808 Theological Observer. — Rirdlich:Seltge[didtlides.

the Church also in this situation is to ‘preach the Word; be instant in
season and out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering
and doctrine,” 2 Tim. 4,2.”

From the report in the N.IL.C. News Bulletin we take over a few
more interesting items: “Relations with the Lutheran World Convention
were studied and clarified. Time and prayerful attention were given to
the present pitiful plight of the German missionary societies’ various sta-
tions in China, India, and Africa caused by the economic crises in Ger-
many. [The cause of the difficulties appear to be the policy of Germany
not to permit money to go abroad. It sccms that this policy is so com-
prehensive that even sums given for charitable and religious purposes are,
as a rule, not allowed to leave the country. One report says that in
November only about $3,500 was sent the German mission-stations from
Germany itself.—A.] Attention was called to the fact that the mew
Webster International Dictionary, despite the efforts of Dr.George Linn
Kieffer to make it possible to give a reliable and accurate statement under
the word Lutheran, still contains a statement utterly misleading. The
council’s secretary will address a protest to the editor, and our Lutheran
editors will bo nsked to call the attention of our people to the matter.”

A,

Committee of the U. L. C. for Negotintions with Other Lutheran
Bodies. — From the Lutheran we learn that, in keeping with the resolu-
tion passed by the Savannah convention of the U, L. C., a committee which
is to carry on negotiations with other Lutheran general bodies in order to
establish unity has been appointed. It consists of the following membera:
Dr. F. H. Knubel, President of the U.L.C.; Dr. H. H. Bagger, President of
the Pittsburgh Synod; Dr. C. M. Jacobs, President of the theological semi-
nary in Philadelphia; Dr. John F.Krueger, Professor at Hamma Divinity
School, Springficld, 0.; Mr. E. F. Eilert, a publisher, for many years mem-
ber of the U. L. C. Board of Publication; Mr. E. Clarence Miller, Treasurer
of the U.L.C.; Mr. J. K. Jensen of Wisconsin, Treasurer of the Synod of
the Northwest; and Mr. Edward Rinderknecht of Toledo, O. The Lutheran
is right when it says, “The work assigned these Commissioners on Lutheran
Church Relationships is of supreme importance.” A.

Discussion about the Effectiveness of Sunday-Schools.—In the
Christian Century an article appeared which advocates the discontinuance
of the present Sunday-school system and urges that parents be held respon-
sible for the religious training of their children. The article provoked
a great deal of discussion, and the Christian Century of February 13 prints
a number of letters which relate to this issue. Some correspondents dis-
agree with the article in question. Others, however, are quite emphatic
in endorsing it. There is one letter parts of which we feel we ought to
quote because it is to be feared that the situation it depicts is more gen-
eral than one would like to belicve. Writing from a city in the Middle
West, this correspondent says: “I have been for a number of years inter-
ested in the work of the Sunday-school. However, of late years, and es-
pecially the last few months, I have felt that this work in practically all
its phases has been clearly a case of love’s labor lost. I might cite as an
instance of this what I have observed as the result of teaching a class of
girls this fall and winter. These girls are about twelve years of age, have
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been regular in their attendance at Sunday-school for years, and come
from the best families in the city. Their attitude during the worship
service is that of indifference or forced attention, and during the class
period they are rude, bossy, and impertinent among themselves and to their
teacher, In quizzing them one Sunday about the life of Christ, I dis-
covered that they did not know even the mnin facts of His life. They
thought He was born in Jerusalem. They knew nothing of the story of the
flight to Egypt. His visit to the Temple at the age of twelve was very
hazy. One girl volunteered that He was baptized by John the Baptist, but
where and under what conditions they did mot know; nor did they know
who John the Baptist was. They ridiculed the miraculous power that
the Bible has attributed to Christ, and they showed throughout the lesson
that they were unconcerned about His life and His teaching and even out
of sympathy with His acts. They were scornful because He was so ‘dumb’
88 to let Himself be crucified, when it would have been so easy for Him
fo have saved His life and escaped from the hands of His enemies. In re-
gard to character development I cannot see that our Sunday-school has
Illi! much progress. In discussing the moral question involved in regard
to cheating in their school-work, they were emphatic in their belief that
it was all right ‘if you could get away with it.” When I suggested that they
!ﬂhltituto money in place of knowledge, they expressed the opinion that
it would be wrong to take the money because ‘money was of more value
than knowledge. In referring to one's conscience, one pupil, in & very
boastful way, said that she had no conscience and laughed at one of the
other pupils when she admitted that she thought she had. At one of the
sessions, in a talk about prayer, they brushed the topic aside. Most of
them volunteered that they mever said any prayers. One girl admitted
that she did, but it was because her grandmother made her.”

While we must all remember that it would be wrong for us to think
that all Sunday-schools may find their deseription in this gloomy letter,
we should not close our eyes to the fact that many serious-minded fellow-
t.itimn outside of our own communion realize the inadequacy of the re-
ligious training given by the average Sunday-school.

Father Divine is a New York Negro who speaks, brokenly, the jargon
of theosophy and promises his followers, his worshipers, all material and
gpiritual wealth and numbers among his adherents, as Rev. W. Behrends
of Long Beach, Cal., states, not only Negroes, but also whites. This body
thould be listed, perhaps, on page 475 of Popular Symbolics as True Idea
Association. That scems to be its official name, Its organ, the Light, says
(September 14, 1934) : “The message in this issue will be read by nearly
8 hundred thousand happy and enthusiastic followers of Father Divine,
Tepresenting every State in the Union and about twenty foreign countries.”
The message states: “For this cause I materinlized myself as a Person,
that I might materinlize everything else that is good for the people. . . .
I bave everything they seck, everything they desire, and everything they
need. I haveit. That is what is stirring up the Nation, because I have the
Keys of all the hidden treasures of the Earth as well as the hidden trea-
sures of Heaven. The heaven and carth are one, in My Consideration, and
under my Jurisdiction.” Other messages: “Father Divine is God in Bodily

«+. @od is, with or without a person: hence it is a principle and
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not a Person I am advocating. Yet the Principle has been personized. ...
Every (Labor) Union in the U. S. of A. must deal justly among the people,
or else I will strike on them. . .. Now, why is it you all Love Me so? It
is not because I am any personal relative of yours; it is because you are
Spirit of My Spirit and Mind of My Mind. It is because I am of no race,
neither creed nor color.” Out in Long Branch, Cal., the Caucasian element
predominates in the Father Divine constituency. Well, why not? Cali-
fornia is the locale of Catherine Tingley’s socicty and related cults. Nor
must the Americans of the East look down on Californin. Krishnamurti
had quite a following for a time in the East. E.

II. Ausland.

RNeue, wertvolle BVibelfunde. Ein Wedijelblatt {Greibt: .Bor meﬁl'm"ﬂ
Monaten laufte der Wiener Profefjor und Leiter ded beutjden ardjdologis
fdien Jnjtituts, Profefjor Junler, von dgyptifdhen Hinbdlern Rapyrusfrags
mente, bie fid§ bei niferer Priifung ald Guferft wertvolle altdriftlide Bibels
tegte Berausjtellten. uf 190 Vldttern finden fidy Abfdnitte qus bem
Matthiusevangelium und den Paulusbricfen. Diefe Dofumente follen aus
bem giveiten Jahrhundert jtammen und gehoren damit gu ben dlteften bids
Ber befannten WibelGandjdrifien.” Wir Hoffen, daf und bald moeitere Muss
funft iiber biefe Pandidjriften erreidit. L8

#Die Heiligen Nio Grande do Suls. Jm lepten Jabre twucden bie
Sefuiten Roque Gonzales, Aljond Rodrigues und Johannes Caitiljo Heiligs
gefprodien. Gine Qeiligiprechung diefer Minner bebeutet, dap ber Papit
exlliict, baf fie in ber gangen Iatholifdjen Stirdje berehrt twerden biizfen
und man jie bitten darf, Fiicfpradje bei YEu filr die Ehriften eingulegen.
Qm Jefuitenfolleg I Salvador in Buenosd Aires twird fogar dbasd tounberbat
erhaltene Herg ded Paters Roque geaeigt.

~Det Papit Hat nun berordnet, dafy der 17. November der Gedadinistag
diefer Heiligen fein fol. Das ,BVollsblatt’ fhreibt: ,Wo immer in_@oﬂe.!
meiter Welt fidh cin Priejter der Gefellfhaft JEfu befindet, mwird :m_be:-
ligen Opfer und im Breviergebet unferer Seligen und ber Stiite ifred
Wirlend gedadht.”

~Belder Gagendienft damit geiricben toird, geigt der toeitere Beridt
bed ,Bolsblattes': ,¥n ben Gtrafen von BVuenod Nired Micten wahrend
be8 Gudjarijtijen Songrefjed anbderthald Millionen Dienjden und ertvats
teten anbadjtig bie fegnende Stimme des Qeiligen BVaters [ded Papites],
und biclleidit doppelt fo viele Taujdjten ertvartungsvoll auf der miie.n ¢!t
vor ben Rabioempfingern. 1Und die Stimme ded BVaters ber Ghriftenbeit
ertdnte: ,,So fegne eudy alle auf die Fiirfprade dex feligen !Rﬁtﬂ):_et Roque
Gongaleg, Alfons NRodrigues und Johannes Gaijtilho der allmddtige Gott,
ber Vater unbd der Sohn und der Heilige Geift!™ ™

Diefem Veridht im . Ev.=Luih. Stirdenblatt fiic Sildamerila” ticd dann
vom Rebatteur, Prof. P. Scelp, nod) cine BVemerfung iiber die Gotteds
Tafterung, bie in biefer Gadje ftattfindet, ingugefilgt und ber Hintveid das
auf, baf bie Miffion diefer Jefuiten ein Fusfaugen und NAusbeuten ber
Qnbianer bebeutete und dag ifre Miffion nur eine fibertiindung bed Heis
bentums toar. 1.
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