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Christ of Latter-Day Saints had 1 church,

The Mennonlites, the 014 Catholics, and the Pilgrim Ho-
liness Church each reported 1 church, The Pentecostal
groups were represented by 2 sects on the 1list of denomina-
tions 1in Louisiana, They were: the Pentecostal Assemblies
of Jesus Christ, 25 churches; and the Pentecostal  Church,

Incorporated, 28 ochurches,

Three Presbyterian groups were found on the census
roles, The Presbyterian Church in the United States was by
far the largest with 75 churches; the Presbyterian Church
of the United States of Amerioca placed second with 10 church-
es; and the Cumberland Presbyterian Church listed 9 congre-

gations,
The Protestant Eplscopal Church's Diocese of Louisiana
reported 67 parishes and the Roman Cathollc Church reported

414 churches, Concluding the 1list are 6 "commanderies" of

the Salvation Arpmy, 1 Unitarian Church, and 2 congregations

of the United Brethren in Christ.ll

The Principal Religious Bodies in Louislana

There i1s, then, great varlety in the faith and practice

of .Louisiana citizens, However, most of the 62 denominations

dealt with above are very small, The 1936 compllation listed

11The author is indebted to the followling sources for
this list of Church bodies and member congregatlons: Re-
ligious Bodies: 1936, I, passim; Smith and Hitt, op. cit.,
pp. 130-13%,




14
only 1l denominations in the state with a membership of more
than 5,000, The membership of these accounted for 95,9 per
cent of all those carried on the membership role or relig-
lous organizations, These denominations were: the Roman
Catholic Church with 632,583; the Negro Baptist, 213,055;
the Southern Baptist Convention, 87,925; the Methodist Epis-
copal Church, South, 53,259; the Colored Methodlist Episcopal
Church, 23, 140; the Protestant Episcopal Church, 17,151;
the Presbyterian Church in the United States, 13,986; Jewish
congregations, 13,464; African Methodist Episcopal Church,
13,367; the Methodist Episcopal Church, 12,243; and the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States,
9,367.12 On the basis of these statistics, it becomes evi-
dent that the great majority of Loulslana's church members
are Catholic, Baptist, or Methodist,

Figure 1 was prepared to show the relative strength of
these three denominations in each parish of the state, The
remaining denominations are listed in the "other" category.
While the reader should bear in mind that this figure can
only be an approximation of the relative strength of the re-
ligious bodies, due to the incompleteness of the religlous
census, some interesting results are found, In predominately
Roman Cetholic Ioulsiana, the Baptists are the chief Protes-
tant sect with the exception of Vermillion and lafayette par-

ishes, where that honor falls to the Methodists, St. Martin

12pe11p10us Bodies: 1936, pp. 763-76k.
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parish 1s the most Roman Cathollc parish in the state, with

but a scattering of Protestant representation. In northern
Louisiana, Protestantism maintains a vast majority, The fig-
ure reveals that the Baptists, for the most part are strongly
in the majority, the only vislible exception being Claiborne
parish where the Methodists form the leadlng Protestant body.
Those persons belonging to bodles other than the three lead-
ing religious bodies of Loulsiana are found concentrated in
the parishes containing strong urban centers: Orleans (New
Orleans), Caddo (Shreveport), East Baton Rouge (Baton Rouge),
Rapides,(Alexandria), Ouachita (Monroe), and Calcaslieu (Lake

Charles).
On the basis of thls figure, Smith and Hitt state:

That north Louisiana is Anglo-Saxon and Protestant
while south Louisiana is French and Cathollc has long
been axiomatic in the state, It is ever uppermost in
the minds of those who would aspire to political lead-
ership in the Pelican State, must be considered 1n
many of the decisions on policy made by those in con-
trol of governmental machinery and permeﬁges a great
many other social relationships as well,

Figure 2 represents the relatlve strength of the Catho-

lic and Protestant faiths in Louisiana., Predominately French

and Roman Catholie, Loulsiana can be pictured as a vast tri-
angle whose base is the Gulf of Mexlco and which rises to

its apex and the junction of the Red River with the Missis-
Thus, it is safe to conclude that religiously Loul-

sippl.

Siana 1s a dichotomous state. The south remains staunchly

- 13gnith and Hitt, op. eit., p. 135.
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Roman Catholic, the north possesses an overwhelming Protes-

tant majority.




CHAPTER III
DEMOGRAPHIC FEATURES OF LOUISIANA

Properly speaking, a study of the religious scene in
Loulsiana should be included under this section, Because
the purpose of this thesis is to attempt to discover relig-
lous influences in Loulsiana politics, religlon in Louisiana
has been dealt with to a fuller extent in the preceding chap-
ter, The demographic features that will be dealt with in
this chapter include types of farming, industry, racial pro-
portlons, and urban and rural distributions of population,
Many of the outstanding scholars of Louisiana political his-
tory feel that the rise and tenacious durability of Longism
wWithin Loulsiana is the frultion of class tensions that orig-
inated in the ante-bellum period.1 Whether one admits to
this view or not, these demographic features must be consid-
ered in order to ascertain the relative importance of relig-
ious influences on the state's politics, Certalinly, it will
be admitted that economic and social tensions bear strongly

on political programs, policlies, and electlons,
Louisisana is a low-land state, From an elevation of

1Representative of this view are: Allen P, Sindler,

Huey Long's Loulsiana (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1956); Perry Howard, "The Political Ecology of Loulsi-

ana," unpublished Master's Thesis, Louisiana State Unlversi-
ty, Baton Rouge, la., 1952; and Roger W, Schugg, Origin of
the Class Struggle in Louisiana, 1840-1875 (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1939).
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five hundred feet at the Arkansas border, Loulisiana slopes
gently to the south, until its vast coastal marshes dissolve
into the Gulf of Mexico, The entire state has an average
altitude of only one hundred feet, one-third of the state
only helf as high, and lies below the level of the rivers
flowing through it, This sprawling lowland is saved from
floods by a giant system of levees stretching over 1,700
miles, The wanderings of the Mississippl have created nu-
merous swamps and marshlands, but it also has brought down
rich solls which border its banks from the Delta parishes to
the Sugar Bowl, From the northwest, the Red River flows
southward to converge with the Mississippl; together they
form a Y-shaped drainage basin rich in alluvial solls, Most
of northern Louisiana (with the exception of the alluvial
area) and the Florida pari.:shes2 (excepting the Felliclanas
and East Baton Rouge) consist of hilly land of inferior soll,
Prairie lands are characteristic of southwestern Loulsiana,
while a wide belt of marshlands runs across the southern part
of each parish bordering on the Gulf of Mexico.

The temperate zone of the state lies north of the junc-
tion of the Red and Mississippl rivers and supports a cotton
economy similar to that of 1ts neighboring states, an economy
ranging from large plantations to subsistence farming, Heavy
rainfall, combined with tropical heat, discourages the growth

= likened to 2 "boot,"
If the outline of Loulsiana 1s e
the Florida parishes would form the "toe" of the "boot" north

of ILake Ponchartrain,
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of cotton in the southern portion of the state but is favor-
able to the cultivation of rice, citrus fruits, and sugar
cane, As a general rule, rich river lands are under planta-
tion cultivation, while the inferior soils of the piney woods
and hilly areas are occupied by farmers with small holding
and living on a subsistence eoonomy.3 Sindler and other ex-
perts maintain that this agricultural division has been the
source of Loulsiana's political factionallsm, for example,
the small farmers pitted against the rich plantation owners
and their urban associates,

Iouisiana lacks an abundance of high-productivity indus-
try which contributes most to per capita income and to the
tax coffers of the state, Although the state has an abun-
dant cheap labor market, the dearth of raw material and re-
moteness from markets have tended to discourage industries
from locating within its borders, The result has been that
the state 1s forced, in order to carry on its welfare program,

to tax heavily those industries exploiting the natural re-

sources of Loulsiana, The Port of New Orleans, serving as

the gateway to South America, has retained its shipping and

commercial activity which is of importance to the state's

economy,
The unfavorable balance within Loulsiana industry may

be gauged by comparing the proportion of workers employed in

3The geographic data 1s drawn from Perry Howard, Op.
-c—j:.t_tt pp. 5‘390
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primary industry (fishing, agriculture, forestry) and those
employed in manufacturing in Louisiana and the nation for
the years 1940 and 1950, Loulsiana's proportion of those em-
ployed in 1940 was 33,2 per cent, while the national propor-
tion was 18,6 per cent, In 1950, Louisiana's proportion had
dropped to 18,8 per cent but the national proportion had
fallen to 12,4 per cent, The manufacturing proportion of
the working population was 12,9 per cent for ILoulsiana in
1940, while the national average was 23.4 per cent, By 1950,
this proportion had risen to 15,1 per éent in the Pelican
state but the national average had also risen to 25,9 per

cent.u

Not only is Louislana's share of industry low but, un-
fortunately, the kinds of manufacturing found within the
state are not the kind that add great profit to the product
manufactured and income to the workers employed, In the
years 1939 and 1947, Louisiana's major industries, measured
in number of production worker employed, ranked in order of
importance as follows: (2) Lumber and allied products (ex-
cluding furniture); (b) Food and allled products; (c) Paper
and alllied products; (d4) Chemicals and allied products;

*Data for 1940 is found in Rudolph Heberle, The Labor

Force in Loulsiana (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 1948), p. 17. The 1950 statistics are to be found
in the United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the

Census, 1950 Census of Po ulation (Washington: Unlted States

5ffice. 1952), II (Unilted States Summary)
Government Printing Office, 1952), Rl et

"Characteristics of the Population," Part 1,
Part 18 (Louisiana), Table 84,
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(e) Petroleum and coal products,’ All of the foregoing con-
sume raw materlials and the first three are industries common
to the South in which production adds little value to the
raw material, As a result, the wage in these industries must
be low, This data helps to explain why in 1939, for example,
Louislanats employed labor-class income was only seventy per
cent of the national average; its medlan wage about sixty
per cent of the national average.6

Centers of secondary industry (manufacturing, bullding,
mining) were found in New Orleans, and neighboring Jefferson
Parish, Shreveport, and in Baton Rouge, These three locall-
ties, in 1940, accounted for nearly half of the laboring pop-
ulation employed in secondary manufacturing, more than one-
half of the value of goods manufactured and of total value
added by manufacturing.7 But less than one-third of the to-
tal laboring population in this four-parish area were em-
ployed in such 1nc1ustr1es.8 Smaller industrial areas are
found in Calcasieu, Oachita, and Rapldes parishes,

The centers of industry were also the centers of urban
population, Figure 3 represents the wider definition of "ur-

ban" used in the 1950 Census, where the parishes of Orleans,

5Stan1ey W. Preston, "Survey of Loulisiana Manufacturing,
Louisiana Business Bulletin, VIII (December, 1948), 34.

6Heberle, op., cit., p. 19,
7A11en P, Sindler, op. cit., P. 29,
8Ib:l.ti.
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