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on the shoulders o~ men who used compasses so as not to 

lose th~ir way in the heavy forests. 

The people, however, were not only concerned about 

their physical welfare, altho that was a serious concern 

to them, but they immediately took steps to ~rovide for 

their spiritual welfare also. 

The congregation passed a resolution that everyone 

pay one shilling into the congregational treasury for 

every acre of lend he bought, which money was then used 

to buy a plot of land on which the church was to be 
l 

erected. Thus it was literally a cbureh land tax, which 

was no doubt due to the long years of influence which the 

stete church in Germany had exerted on these people, where 

the gover?Ur1ent collected the church dues along with the 

taxes, and then paid the pastor out of the state funds. 

The congregation then bought, according to this 

resolution, forty acres of good land in Town IX, section 

XIX, range XXI east, which bordered on the west on von. 

Rohr's farm, and on the east-to the land of M. Schoessow 

1. Krause's Chronicle: "Es beschlosz naehmlich.die Gemeine, 
dasz, so vial acres Laendereien Jemand, der zum Kirch• 
spiel der Lutherischen Kirche in Town IX sich bekannte, er 
auch eben so viele Sohillinge, das 1st, so viel Acres er 
kaufte, eben so viel Schillinge gebe, damit davon ein 
Grundstueck zur Kirehe und SchuJ.e angekauft, Kirchen­
Schul- und Pfarr-Gebaeude errichtet, in Summa. alles be­
schafft werden koennte, um ein Kirchen- und Schulwesen 
aufzurichten. Diesem Beschlusz-nach kaufte dann die 
Gemeine inmitten der Niederlassung 40 Acree gut Land 
zu diesem Zwack.• · 
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and c. Knuth, who was a blacksmith. The land sloped 

down from east to west, and the cemetery was located 

on •the last high point• ot church land, meaning on 
... 

the eastern boundary or the church property.1 

Most of this first cemetery is still to be seen 

today in the extreme northeast corner of the church 

property. It is reported that at one time the cemetery 

extended farther east, but that the highway was widened 

with the increase in traffic, which necessitated the 

clipping off of a few yards of the church property on 

the eastern boundary. 

The congregation also passed a resolution that 

everybody who wolll.d come later on to join the congregation, 

would have to pay the land tax or one shilling on every 

acre, so that the church building, once put up, ~ould 
2 also be maintained. Here again we can see the influence 

1. Krause's Chronicle: •Diese 40 Acres Kirchen- und Schul• 
Land liegen in ~own IX Section XIX, Range XXI Bast, und 
gehen von der ehemaligen Farm des Hauptmann von Rohr, 
jetzt besessen von K. Stock, bis an das Land von ll. 
Schoessow und c. Knuth, des Scbmids, an welchen beiden 
Grenzen der Kircbhof die le tzte hohe Spitze des Kirchen­
Ackers inne hat.·• 

2. Ibid.: •Auch war , festgesetzt, dasz diese Bestimmung ala 
eine Grund-Akte gelten solle: dasz Jeder, der spaeter­
hin ankaame und zur lutherischen Kirche in Town IX sl. ch 
gliedlich hielte, gleichfals je einen Schilling von 
gekauften Laendereien zahle, damit das aur solche Weise 
gegruendete Kirchen-Wesen erhalten werden koenne. Es 
hat sich in der Folge gezeiget, wie heilsam dieser 
Beschlusz gewesen 1st, ohne den die Kirche kein Eigen­
thum erhalten haben wuerde. Denn das noch uebrige 
wenige Geld schwand bei den theu.ren Preisen _der Lebens-
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of the German state church, for the people were not 

used to giving to the church as an org~ization, but 

had been trained to pay their church dues with their 

taxes. 

mitteln, welche ein ganzes Jahrland die Angesiedelten · 
kaufen muszten~ bevor sie ·aus den kleine Stuecken Feld, 
die s1e durch umhauen der Baeume urbar gemacht, ein 
geringes Getreide bauen und ernten konnten." 



Chapter VIII 

It will be recalled that the immigrants had left 

Bew York City for Buffalo Qefore tbe _last of the five 

ships, on which Grabau and his family was, had docked in 

Bew York. The first four ships bad arrived from the 

4th to the 10th or September, 1839, but Grabau's ship 

did not arrive till the 18th of the same month. 

It must also be kept in mind that von Rohr had 

calculated that Krause was still 1n Buffalo. But when 

the group arrived there, they learned that Krause had 

gone back to Germ~. What the reason for this departure 

was has not been definitely determined. Lochner writes that 

"Krause was pastor of a small group of Silesia 
Lutherans, who, before the arrival of Grabau, had 
made a temporary home in Buffalo. After a short 
term of office, and just as Grabau and his immigrants 
were landing in New York, Krause forsook his congre­
gation in the still of the-night, and,.urr1e4 back 
to Germ~ for nonexistent reasons. ihen, however, 
he did not get the hoped for reception there, he 
sent a letter to Grabau saying he was sorry, upon 
which Grabau made it ·possible for him to cone back 
to America, and then recommended him to the people 
in Freistadt and Milwaukee.• l 

-
Thus the people found themselves without a pastor in 

Buffalo. As stated before, a sizeable group left for 

Milwaukee. Their departure from Buffalo too~ place just 

a few days before Grabau arrived there. 

As far as these people bad gotten on their journey 

von Rohr had proven himself an afficiant and capable 

leader, who had brought his people safely thru maey 
1. Friedrich Lochner, Gesghichta dar Ev,-L1h• Dreiainigkeits­

Gemejpde zu M,1Jwank:oo, Wis., !Lilwaukee, i~• ·• 1897, P• 3 



hardships without any serious accident or disaster 

on the perilous way. Von Bob.I' had been the chief · 

organizer of tha immigration, and he had kept things 

rolling, so that it did not cost the congregation as 

much as if they would have tarried longer in one place. 

But von Rohr knew what he himself wanted, and. he had 

sound propositions to make to the immigrants in Bew 

York tor the welfare of the congregation, and he knew how 

to get the people to act without wasting precious time 

and money. 

When, however, the barest necessities or life had been 

provided in th6 new settlement in Freistadt, the people 

looked around tor a spiritual leader, tor they had no 

pastor. Contact was established with Grabau, who had by 

this time settled in Buffalo and was the pastor of those 

of the immigrants who had stayed in Buffalo. The congre­

gation in Freistadt besought Grabau to come to them to be 

their pastor. But Grabau answered that he could not come. 

A second time the congregation wrote to Gttabau, asking him 

what they were to do, for their babies were unbaptized, 

· people wanted to get ma~ried1 and the sick especially de-. 

sired Holy Communion. 

Since Grabau did not answer for a while, the congre-

.gation felt that they could ·take the advice of Prof. Sche1bel1 



who had been a professor of theology at Bmeslau, Germaiv'. 

Scheibel had advised the Lutherana in Ge~many that it at 

so.me special time of need as had occured in Ger.m81Q', when 

there was hardly an orthodox pastor to be found, then the 

people could temporarily elect a layman trom their midst 

to dispense the sacraments among them, till they could 

obtain the services of a Begular pastor. Von Rohr did not 

object to this advice. Therefore the congregation elected 

their teacher, J'oachim Lueck,11to dispense the sacraments among 

them and to hold services in this time of need. 

Lochner relates that this Joachim Lu.eek officiated 

among those settlers who had stayed inKilwaukee. But 

it makes very little difference, since the two groups 

(Freist.adt and liilwaukee) were considered one congregation. 

Just what the conditions in respect to services were in 

Freistadt the records do not say. Reading services were 

· no doubt held, since Krause relates that during the first 

winter (1839-1840) the divine services were held in the 

log cabin homes of the settlers, where achoo~ was also taught. 

In the Spring or 1840, however, the congregation 

erected a church ·in Freistadt, which was also used for a 

school. The building ~as thirty feet long and twenty feet 

wide. The cash expenditure for this building was 145.50, 
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most of the work being done gratis by members or the 

congregation. In the summer or 1840 the congregation 

laid out and enfenced the cemetery, costing them $11.25~1 

We see, therefore, that services were held before t ·here 

was a pastor, for Grabau had also exhorted the congregation to 

Pr11y in church every Sunday that the Lord would provide a 

pastor for them. 2 

The congregation decided that von Rohr was to get in 

·t-ouch with Grabau again and ask him whether the action of 

the congregation was justifiable, and whethe~ Grabau would 

subscribe to their action in electing Teacher Lueck to hold 

services. Grabau answered negatively and reprimanded the 

congregation for their action, which caused the people to 

become restless. On December 1 1 1840, Grabau wrote his 

Hirtenbr1ef to instruct the people concerning the proper 

call into the ministry. 

In this li1rtenbr1@f Grabau said that congregations 

should beware of accepting a man as pastor .unless he were 

properly called, meaning t~ereby that not the congregation 

1. Krause's Chronicle: "Den ersten Winter 1839 bis zum 
Fruehling 1840 ward der Gottesdienst in den engen 
Block-Haeusern kuemmerlich gehalten, eben so die 
Schule. Im Fruehjahr aber errichtete die Gemeine ein 
besonderes Gebaeude zur rersammlung fuer Gottesdienst 
und Schule, 30 Fusz lang; 20 Fusz breit. Die dabei 
geschehenen Auslagen betrugen $45.50, denn die eigent­
liche Arbeiten thaten die Gemeinglieder umsonst.• 

· 2. · Grabau, J. A. A., Hirtopbrtet 



had the tina1 right to designate and call a man aa 'their 

pastor, but 'that the ministry had to put its official stamp 

ot approval on aD1' new pastor who was called~ Thus, tor 

example, when the Freistadt congregation later called Krause 

as their_pastor, this was not official till Grabau had put 

his approval on it, and then the Freistadt congregation 
I 

went ahead and sent the call to Krause. Furtheraore, when 

Krause was later pastor 1n Freistadt and Milwaukee,•~ a 
' 

new man was moving into the territory with his congregation, 

(Kindermann and his congregation .came 1n 1843) then Krause 

twice had an "investing" of Kindermann, which Krause records 

in his Chronicle as the usual thing, without any special 

comment. Krause seemed to think that he had to put his 

official stamp of approval on Kindermann. And this was not 

an official reception by a synod, because at that time none 

of ,these pastors belonged to any synod. 

Grabau I s teaching, then, in respect to the ministry 

and the church was that the ministry perpetuates itself, 

and is not dependent on the congregation, whereas the . 

Scriptural teaching- is that the ministry is the outgrowth 

of the congregation, and that the ministry does not per­

petuate 1tselt, but that the congregation perpetuates the 

mi~istry by calling pastors. 

Grabau also taught that a special ordination waa 



naoaaaary (laying on ot hands by an ordained minister) 

to make a man rite vocatua. 

Atter quoti~ a long list ot Scripture passagea tor 

some of. his talacious arguments in his Hirtopbrtot, Grabau 

says that no individual Christian has the righ' to interpre, 

Scripture himself, _but that rests with the church, and is 

done on the basis ot the Confessions. _Therefore pap~stical 

errors or the crassest sort were handed out in this peace- · 

ful frontier life, which killed that very religious freedom . 
. 

which these -immigrants had sought in this country. 

This Hirtonbr1et was read in a meeting of the elders. 

of the congregation, and also in a congregational meeting, 

and accepted as the correct doctrine by most or the peo~le. 

It was decided, therefore, not to take a . layman for dis-
. 

pensing the sacraments, but to •~it patiently for Grabau 

to come to them occasionally, or to wait tor Krause, whose 

return from Germany••$ expe~ted.1 

What an immediate effect this Hirtenbrtot had upon . 

the congregation, especially on the group in Freistadt, 

can ie seen from the fact that just thirteen dqa after it 

had been issued in ~urralo (and it had to be mailed all - the 

way- to Wiscons~n) the congregation called Krause as their 

pastor, who was at this time still in Germany-.
2 

l.Letter or Dr. B. Denet 
·2.Krause's Chronicle 



II 

f' 

In the summer ot 1840 von Rohr received a request troa 

Grabau to come to Buffalo to teach in the school there, and 

to prepare himself tor the ministry. !he Freistadt congre­

gation, however, did not want von Bohl' to leave, and he hilll­

self seemed to be content to stay 1n the colony. But upon 

a repeated urgent beckoning, von Rohr gave 1n to Grabau•s 

demand, sold his farm, and left for Buffalo 1n the Fall ot 

1840. Before he left the congregation 1n Freistadt pranised 

him that they would remain In fellowship and affiliated with 

Grabau and his Buffalo congregation. Thus the congregation 

lost their capable leader. 

Dr. Denef wtites that in the summer of 1841 Krause came 

back again to Buffalo and became the assistant pastor ot the 

congregation there.. On September 14 1 1841, as D•• Denet 

says, the congregation in Freistadt had a meeting for the 

purpose of calling a pastor. Pastors Kraus~ and Fritsche~ 

were suggested, but Fritsche'l_had gone to Austr,11a, which 

left only Krause on the list. Since Grabau had no objections, 

Krause was called.1 

It 1s 1 however, questionable, whether the meeting of 

the congregation was held as late as September 14, as Dr. 

Denet claims, for Krause writes in hi.• Chr·onicle that on 

September 24 he arrived inllllwauke~ already._ It is hardly 

possible that such speed could be displayed under those 

1. Letter of Dr. Denef 



pioneer conditions, that the call was mailed from Freistadt• 

Wisconsin to ~uffalo~ New York, and that Krause accepted it, 

packed his belongings and travelled to Wisconsin all in 

just ten days. ·Therefore the 14th or September ·cannot be 

the day on which the congregation called.Krause. Probably 

a meeting of the congregation was held on that day in which 

·some things about the arrival of their new pastor were 

discussed, but certainly the call must have been issued 

much earlier. 

Krause also mentions in his Chronicle that those who had 

been in favor of laymen dispensing the sacraments in special 

times of need when there was no pastor available, that these 

people, together with the ftStammgemeinen (mother congregation) 

had called him, residing at the time -in Hamburg, Germany-, 

as their pastor, on December 13, 1840. 

The point that Denef brings up in respect to Krause's 

being the assistant to Grabau at the time he received his 

call to Freistadt does not stand well confirmed in the light 

of the information that Krause himself gives in his Chronicle. 

Of course, it depends on what Krause meant by ftStammgemeine•. 

If he meant the mother congregation wh~ch stayed in Buffalo, 

then it is possible that Denef's report is correct, and that 

Krause was the assistant pastor in Buffalo for a short time. 

This would then have had to take place on his trip from 
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Germany- to Freistadt, and could not have been for more than 

• few weeks, for Krause says that he arrived in Hew York 

on J'uly 11, and by S eptem·ber 24 of the same year he was in 

KilwaUkee. Furth~rmore, Krause writes that as soon as he 

got to Buffalo he contacted the congregation in Wisconsin, 

and told them that he would come to be their pastor if 

they would fulfill certain conditions, which will be dis­

cussed later in this paper. Therefore it is evident that 

Krause was merely traveling thru ~uffalo, and was nQt the 

assistant pastor there, altho he probably preached there a 

few times on his way to WisQonsin. 

Further evidence we have of this in Krause's Chronicle, 

for when we read oh we find that it becomes evident that by 

"Stammgemeine" Krause meant the Freistadt congregation, and 

by the separatists he meant those in Yilwaukee, or at least 

a part of them. For when he contacted the Wisconsin people 

immediately upon his arrival in Buffalo, he wrote that if the 

separatistic spirits in Kilqukoe would promise to adhere to 

the word of God and to the Lutheran symbols, he would come to 

minister to them. Therefore by inference we know that the 

Buffalo congregation had ~othing to do with Krause's call 

(Grabau had, however, put his stamp of approval on Krause first, 

but this was Grabau •·s personal act, not the congregatiol!s) 

... 
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We can see also that : the Freistadt group was at th~s time 

in good standing with Grab.au and therefore also with Krause, 

~I\' tf it had not been, Krause certainly would have made them 

say pater peccavl, as he ~id with the_llilwaukee group. 

Furthermore, Lochner writes that Krause was ~alled by 

"olll"" settle~s in the city and in the country, meaning those 
. ... . . 1 
in Milwaukee and those in Freistadt. According to the 

best testimony, then, th• Buf'falo congregation bad nothing 

to do with calling Krause. 

However, be that as it may, Krause relates that on Kay 

23, 1841, he received the call signed by 61 Lutherans, which 

call he accepted. On July 11 he arrived in New York on the 

ship Franklin. On August 23, 1841, Krause wrote from Buffalo 

that if the separatists in Milwaukee (those who wanted. laymen 

to dispense the sacraments till they could obtain a pastor) 

would promise to adhere to the word of God and to the Lutheran 

Confessions, then he would .come to serve them. On September 

5, 1841, the people answered .that with the help of God they 

would adhere to the Lutheran Confessions and to the two Old 

Lutheran church orders, the Pomeranian and the Wittenberger, 

and that they would have no fellowship with heretics and 

separatists. On September 15 Krause got this letter, and three. 

days later he· left. with his family from Buffalo on the ship 

Great Western.2 

1. Lochner,~• .cii., p. 3 
2. Krause's Chronicle 

-
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Chapter IX . 

On September 24, 1841 1 Krause arrived in Milwaukee, 

and on Sunday the 26th, namely tb'.e 16th Sunday after 

Trinity, Krause preached his first sermon in Milwaukee. 

There were two services that Sunday, and after the after­

noon service a meeting of the Milwaukee group of the congre­

gation took place. It is ·(llltte certa~n that Krause spent 

the first Sunday in Milwaukee, and that he did not come to 

Freistadt till sometime during the week following, preaching 

in Freistadt on October 31 because the resolutions entered 

in>his Chronicle, which were passed by the congregation · 

after the first Sunday ser.vice, were signed by the llilwaukee 

group on the 26th of September, and by the Freistadt gDoup 

on the 3rd of October. 

The resolutions signed were: the acceptance of the 

symbolical writings of the Lutheran Chuoh and of the old · 

church orders, namely the Saxon or the Wittenberger and th• 

Pomeranian; acceptance of the Dresden °atechism and the 

Hirtenbrief of Grabau as being correct in doctrine; the 

congregation in Buffalo (Grabau's) was recognized as orthodox 

Lutheran, and Grabau was proclaimed an orthodox Lutheran 

past or; the congregation resolved that they were very sorry 

that t~ey had strayed from the church order, and that they 

had differed with· the Buffalo congregation and their pastor; 

the congregation resolved that the dispensing of the sacraments 
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be limited to · the offiee of t~e ministry - emergency cases 

like s~ckness excepted - and that they had erred in this, 

namely that· cases where the Lord merely wanted them to wait 

were taken as emergency cases; the congregation recognized 

the heretics and separatists and -all who si4ed with them as · 

enemies of the Lutheran Church; the congregation declared · 

itself in complete unity with the congregation in Buffalo. 

On October 10 Krause again .conducted services in 

llilwaukee. After the service he announced that on the 

following Monday, iuesday, and Wednesday he would be 

willing to meet with anybody to discuss the 41fficulties 

which existed. Krause announced also th.at on Thursday-

of tha't week he would again go into the "settlement• (Freistadt) 

fr0m where he would not return till the Tuesday of the fol­

lowing week. Krause also announced that whoever would sub­

scribe to . the church1or4er by the following Wednesday, October 

13th, would be accepted as a member of the congregation, and 

that on the 20th an election would be held for the election 

of elders. Krause also announced th.at church membership 

would always be open to anybody, but that those who by two 

weeks from the 10th of October had become members would 

then, together with the Freistadt group, be considered as 

the original congregation, or as· .charter members. Note that 

1. Or "constitution" 


