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Luther's Kirchenpostilleee.eceeceoeses$4.00
Lange' Lehrbuch.......‘.............l.oo
Kurtz Kirchengeschicht@ee.eooeesseeeol00
One coat ("ROCK")esccoccscoscccnaceesTe00
one Summel' coat (’Sommerrock")o-c000003.85
House Slippers.ooo-0000000000000000002.50
Shoeso.oo-.oooooooo.ooo.-ooo.-o0000003050
Table and chair......................2.50
Board..................‘............12.00

$40.35

‘Upon request ("Ersuchen") the undersigned witnesses
thet the petitioner actually has need of what he

requests.

C.F.W. Walther" |

We note that the request has Dr. Walther's signature in
accordance with the society constitution stating that no
request could be honored without the proper endorsement, The
minutes make mention of another petition in which the student
falled to enclose the written approval of Dr. Walther. He
was directed to obtain this, and nothing granted him until he
did so.

Ferhaps the best way to cateh the gist of what went on
at Trinity Verein's meeting is to consider the minutes chron-
ologically, noting the particularly significent items. We
start, then, wi#hthe minutes of the meeting of Jenuary 30th,

1875, which are the earliest such minutes available at pre-

sent.
‘$t. Louis, January 20, 1875

Meeting held in the school on Barry Street.

The Pastor opened the meeting with prayer.

l. Mr. Keller was chosen chairman.

2. The meeting's minutes of last time read and accepted.

3. Declamation by student Aron: The Witeh of Endor.

@. The Pastor refuted the stand of the Swedenborgians
on the soul of man, and Swedenborgisnism generally.

5. A debate was held on the question: which is the most
useful animal. The victory was accorded the side which
upheld the cause of the dog.




6. Declamation by student Luedemann: The Miller and
the Farmer, by Dunkel ("Der Maler und der Bauer").

7. A decleamation by Mr. Weking: English (by Emmet).

8. Resolved as general debate for the next meeting: Whiech
cen be borne longer, hunger or thirst?

v+ Furthermore, as special debate: Who was the greater
general, Napeoleon or Frederick the Great. Aron and
Buetner to espouse Napoleon, Gruene and Weking Fred-
erick the Great. Up for declamations are A. Brauer,
F. Schuricht, and B. Hoffmann.

9+ The choir ef the students and the mixed choir would
like to have their rehearsals in the school hall on
Wednesdays; since another evening is not possible for .
them they ask if the society could not hold its meet-
ings somewhere else. The society decided to econduct
the next meeting in Teacher Almstaedt's school---or
at least to try.

10.Adjournment with prayer.

C. Keller, chairman C. Brauer, secretary.”
The above appears to be a fairly good specimen of what
trenspired in an éverage meeting., It leaned heavily toward
debate, declamation, and short discourses by the pastor, as
We shall also see. Thus in the meetiné of Februery 17,
1875, the pastor "answered the questiox.:, whether speculation
were permissable." His interesting enswer was that if one
thinks of speculation as planning how to get rich, that is
sin: if one means speculation in the sense of improving one's
business so as to better serve one's fellowmen, that is all

right.

There follow,now, interesting excerpis from the minutes:

1875

%p_x_il_?_: Report of librarian: books used in January-89,

ebruary-88, March-88. ,
Penalties fc’ar overdue books: January-$l.20, Febraury-

3.60, March $.60. )
?nco:;xe from bookrentals to non-members: $1.75.

Sale of library lamp: $.25.
Total: $4.40. Outstanding Fines:$1.00

Fred Belz, Librarian.

—
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April 28: Pastor explained the sin against the Holy
host. #hat it is, and why it cannot be forgiven. It was
remarked that some society members repeatedly had left
church services Before the close, The .Pastor admonished
the Verein to watch over each other, so that this evil
might be averted., ‘

July 7: Treasurer's quarterly report:

Cash on hand January lstecececesse$30.95
Monthly QAUESsesescssncscsossssesensellell /
Note held with congregatione.ec.e.150,00
Repayment from a membelseccccscecsel3.00
Income from the "Kamien Kasse™eeos..e4.25

$208.30
Total expenditureSeecccsccsccecccessel0s25

$198.05

Nov.1l0: Debate on question: Which is more dangerous to
Protestanbtism, Heathenism or Catholicism? The decision
was gained by the party holding that the Catholics were
the more deangerous.

1876
Jan. 5: Expenditures for students: Keller - $25.00,
Buedesmann - $10.00, Johannis = $5.00.

June 14: Debate: Which is the more comfortable mode of
travel, walking or train-riding? The committee declared
the "walking" side viectorious.

Sept. 13: The Pastor answered the question: How can one
meet the arguments of heathen naturalists who claim the
world to be many years older thean Seripture teaches.

1877
Jan. 17: Debate: Should women-suffrage be supported.
The Pastor spoke several heartening words, showing how a
society 1s God-pleasing, and how it must be considered
un-christian when members stay uway from the meetings

without valid reason.

Apr. 18: As declamation one gentlemen offered the follow=-
ing: "A man who is compelled is a slave. Because I am
compelled to declame something I dam a slave., Since, how-
ever, all slaves are now free, I am also free"(from de-

claming).

Sept. 5: Mr, Harnich commented thati winter was approaching




and broached the matter of adding something to the 1li-
brary. After some discussion the Perein decided to buy
the following:
"Die Geschichte Amerikas™...,.l0 volumes
"Olle Lamellen"j Fritz Reuter..l .
"Deutsch"-~Walter Scott.(More
probably Scott's works trens-
lated into the German)eeececees5 n
Charles DickenSesesssscoccccesed o

Nove. 7: Resolution passed not to buy books by Dickens,
and to get Fritz Reuterfs complete works instead.

1878
March 6: A request from the Hon, Young Men's Socliety of
Omaha, Nebraska, requesting a copy of the constitution.

March 13: A report from the "Luth. Genersl Verein" read
and discussed.(47)

The original main purpose of the society to support needy
students seems to have been carried out.' religiously. For the
occasion of the "Fiftieth Anniversary of Trinity Church" Pas-
tor C.F.Hanser wrote:

Inher midst Women's, Young Ladies',and Young Men's socie-
ties were organized, the latter existing without inter-
ruption for the lest forty years, and having as special
project the purpose of helping outfit young men for the of-
fice of the ministry. Your writer and his already departed
brother, along with many other pastors of our Synod, who
today are fulfilling their office with marked blessing, are
indebted to this Young Men's Society for enabling them to
undertake the study of theology at the Seminary.(48)

The guest-speaker at the fiftieth anniversary of j:he socie-
ty's organization in 1898 very appropriately was the first
Student who hed been enabled to finish his theological studies
through the aid of the society. He was the Rév. C.Gross, for

meny years pastor in Ft. Wayne, Ind., where he also fostered

a youth society in his congregetion.

47, Just what this "General Verein™ here mentioned was is not
explained. It doubtless was not the federation we have already
described, since the Trinity Verein later sent for its consti-
tutiono

48, C. F. Otto Hanser., 1889. D77

—




The minutes give no clue as to the size of the society
at this\time, but the LUTHERANER again comes to the rescue:
At present (April 15, 1878) the Juenglingsverein of the
local Ev. Lutheran Trinity congregation numbers sixty-
four members.(49) It holds two meetings per month. In
the one current business of the society is conducted, in
the other debates are held on previously submitted ques-
tions. For support of indigent students $124.00 was ex-
pended. The treasury contains $180.75. The Verein pos-
sesses a library, which is open every Wednesday evening.(50)
Definite information is lacking to ascertain exactly when
the society adopted the system of having two different (as to
content) meetings per month. Indications are that this took
place around the early part of 1876. The first meeting to be
called an "Unterhaltungs Versammlung"(51) in the minutes is
that of January 12, 1876. Thereafter the term is used quite
regularly to designate alternate meetings. It is possible,
of course, that this system of alternate meetings was used
earlier, and that the secretary failed to differentiate.
The entire question hinges on the use, or failure %o use the
term "Unterhaltungs -- " in the line which introduces each
set of minutes. From the content your writer could draw po
definite deductions, since it seems that both types of meet-
ings ren along the same general lines. Support is lent to
the probability that the social meeting was officially inau-
gurated at this time by the presence of the constitution for

these social meetings among the minutes of 1875-79. It is foun d

on a loose sheet of paper, however, and so does not positively be-

49, According to the anniversary folder found with the minutes
the society numbered 55 members in 1898.

50, LUTHERANER. XXXIV. p62. i
51, This is the rough equivalent of our modern rsocial" meet

ing, and will be thus styled hereafter.

% |




long to this period. It reads thus:

"Constitution for the Social Meetings of the JuenglingsVerein"
Article I

l. The meetings shall be devoted to declamations, de-
bates, the answering of questions hended in by members,
and other suitable social activities.

2. Special and general débates shall take place.

3. Special debates will be undertaken by those so desig-
nated, but ocan be thrown open to the entire group if it
s0 desires.

4., The entire society takes part in the general debates.

S Time limit for the speakers at special debates is 10
minutes, at general debates 5 minutes,

6« The chairmen shall name four persons to take part in
the special debates.

7. Having appointed them, the chairman must parcel out to
each member his particular portion of the debate.

8. Every member who has been called upon or volunteered
to debate is obligated to do his part, and pan be
excused only for legitimate reasons:

Article II

1. Officers shall be: chairman, secretary, and a standing
committee of three, chosen by the society, with the
pestor as chairmen,

2. The chairman is chosen for each meeting, the secretary
for six meetings, the standing committee for three
months.

3, Duties of officers: the chairmen will conduct the meet-
ing and keep strict order., The secretary is to take
exact minutes. The committee is to examine all ques-
tions and declamations with respect to their suitability
for declamatory purposes, and it is to decide the
outcome of all debates.

Article III

l. The meefings are to be held every second Wednesday of
each month from 8 to 9:30 P.M.

The society conducted its affairs on a large scale, and
worked on a comparatively large budget. In the spring of 1875
they laid plans, for example, to celebrate their annual so-

ciety picnic by renting the excursion boat "East St. Louis"™

for the rather respectable sum of $125.00. These annual pic-




nics evidently were oconducted in true picnic style, for they
had speclial parades, music,and gemes. The gemes listed for
one such picnic were: "Zahnschlagen", "Korbsitzen", "Wett-
rennen", "Sackspringen™,

The membership age limit evidently extended from the time
of confirmetion until the member married. There is ample
evidence in the minutes that confirmends were tekig in im-

mediately after the rite. All met in the same society-meet-

| ing, of courses there is no thought of separate junior and
senior divisions whatsoever in all the materisl we have been
able to examine,

The society also had its troubles. Two of the chief
troublemakers apparently were the Ahner bfothers. In the
October 4, 1876, meeting one of them asked for his dismissal
from the society without stating his reasons therefor. TWhen
pressed he remarked that the society had wronged him., Upon
investigation it developed thaet the previous meeting had seen
a discussion pro and con on tuning a piano.'. Ahnpr deemed it
unnecessary, whereupon aiother member had whispered that Ah-
ner had mo ear for music. Ahner had heard this and called the
whisperer a fobdl. Upon remonstrances of the soclety Ahner
hed admitted his unseemly conduct, but brought in another
reason for his desire to leave the Verein, stating that a
certain clique was running the society. Since he could not
prove this, but would not retract his accusation, the society

resolved to strike his name from the 1lists.(52)
88, The Ahner here referred to apparently is C.Ahner.

—



This was only the beginning of trouble with the Ahners.
In the meeting of November 1, 1876, . member Bohne accused H.
Ahner of telling him to "go to h--1". It seems that Ahner and
another member had been arguing rather forofully after the
last meeting, and Bohne had tried to conciliate them, sug-
gesting that they break up the argument and go home, where-
upon--80 charged Bohne--Ahner had breathed his pious thought.

He had since ignored Bohne's repeated admonishings to retract

his words. The society asked Ahner whether he had said the |
words., Ahner answered that he didn't remember, but when sev-
eral members substantiated Bohne's story, Ahner, evidently
excited, said that he would have apologized long ago, if
Bohne had not spread the story far and wide. At once Ahner
was accused of indirectly admitting his guilt, end conse-
quently of trying to mislead the society-members into think-
ing he didn't remember. Ahner now replied that he wasn't
compelled to let himself be called a liar by any society,
regardless of type. His whole behavior beceme stormy, and
turning t6 the entire group he directed them all to "go %o
h--1". With that he took his hat to leave. Mr. Harnish re-
monstrated thet he couldn't leave the society in that manner,
but Ahner clenched his fists, at which several society members
- decided that he nmeded an escort, and accompanied him down
the steps. The society resolved to expel him foom the organ-
ization. The group also resolved %o notify the parents of
what had transpired, and the president was commissioned to

report the entire incident to the pastor.

—



The affair had a happy ending, however, for in the minutes
of January 7, 1877, we find that C. Ahner (through Mr, Har-
nish) asked the forgiveness of the society for his bad deport-
ment against the society. The society forgave him, and de-
clared themselves reconciled with him., In the same meeting

H. Ahner waa present and asked the society to forgive him.

This was done, and he was again taken up into membership.

A strong point in the society program doubtless was the
custom of answering questions on matters of practical, Christ-
ian problems. Thus a member handed in this question: Are the
women, who during the Christian persecutions took their own
lives to escape being ravished, lost and demned, or not? A
long discussion followed this particular question, and the
pastor finally terminated the matter with the remarks that
there is a differ-ence between sins of weakness and sins of

- =3 maliciousness, and since taking one's own life must be
designated e sin of weakness these women are not to be con-
demned. (53)

The pastor during this period was the Rev. E.A. Brauers
In November of 1878 he accepted a call to a pastorate at
Crete, Ill:inois. The society in a writing declared its thanks
to him for all he had done for them, deplored their great
loss in his departure, mesolved to partially support his two

sons in their ministerisl studies, and presented him with a

gold watch,. X

53. Neither should we condemn the pastor for this statement,
Suicide in itself certainly cannot be sanctioned, and it is
not likely that Pastor Brauer claimed this. It is probable
that the secretary missed some fine points of distinction
in the argument.

R




An interesting note 1s found near the end of the minutes. ‘
In the spring of 1879 the congregation gave the society per-
mission to equip and use an unused room for society purposes.
This 1s probably the first instance on record telling of a
a socieﬁy which had its own exclusive room, a eircumstance
which even in 1944 is still somewhat of a rarity in Missouri

~ Synod circles. The Verein at once resolved to make some im-
provements in the room, chiefly with respect to lighting.

In 1898 the Verein celebrated the golden amniversary of
its founding, as already mentioned. The program was indeed
an elaborate one, Trinity's pastor af this time was the Rev,
A. Fuehler. In the morning service Pastor C. Gross from Ft.
Wayne delivered the sermon. Guest speaker in the afternoon
service was the Rev, C.J.0tto Hanser, whom, incidentally, the
anniversary leaflet lists as an honorary member of the Ver-
ein. In the evening Teacher Rupprecht, supported by choir,
soloists, and orgen, gave a concert. Concerning the reception
of this evening's presentation the SCHULBLATT at the end of a
rather lengthy report of the festivitées speaks as follows:
"In the churches of the German Lutherans there still is a bit
more of respect for the sanctity of the place than in English
churches, and so the applause Was dispensed with (':streng un-
tersagt™). It need hardly be stated, however, that the prof-
fered musicel numbers were received appreciatively."(54)

The total membership of the society at this time, after fifty
years of existence, totalled fifty-five persons.

Little is known of the history of the Verein in the early

days of the present century, nor does this paper cover that
94. EV.LUTH. SCHULBLATT, XXXIII.F252

—




