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practice of medicine are channel• through which God exerc1 ... 

Bis protection, healing and governance. Yet, tbeae peraona 

might be rather slow to accept the aaae as being true in 

what to them is the mysterious development of an individual'• 

personalityo That God normally directs the growth of human 

personality through the parents is a fact which must be reco9-

nized if parents are to accept their full responsibility. 

Thia same author suggests three ideals which Chriatian 

parents hold for their children. These are (1) well-balanced 

personality, (2) a useful life in thi.s world, and (3) a life 

which is an honor to God.23 The three are interrelated and 

are goals toward which parents will work, rather than aeraly 

hoping and wishing. 

If parents are to accept this raaponeibility, it auat 

be further defined. Here, a statement ia in order fros ff•pd­

H.22.!. .2£. Chi.ld Guidance. Speaking of the parent•• role oyer 

against the child, the writer aaya1 

we guide him if we aurround bia vith a background or 
teach hilll methods which will prediapo•• hill to aolve 
hi• probleae for billl .. lf in an effective IIIUUUl&r. In 
educational, aadical, and social service circl•• the 
term "guidance" refer• to a planned i~luence that 
produces in the individual a repertoire of habit• and 

23p,1d.' p. 7. 
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attitudes which a11ow hia to adjuat coptinuqyly t:o the 
environments which d.o and will confront hill. 

Thus, when parental reaponail>ility ia viewed as "gu1dance," 

it becomes a matter of aanipulatin9 an environment and plan­

ning the i nfluences which bear upon the life of the child. 

In the second part of this study the concept of parental re­

sponsibility will take on aore apeci£ic aeaning. 

rinally, the need for parents to accept their reapon­

sibility is seen in the followi~ extract 'froa &avey. Be 

stat.ea, 

there is no doubt whatever that auch could be done with 
children that 1• not now bein9 done. It 1• certain that 
many a life which is lived a• a burden to th• in41vi4ual 
and as a liability to hia fellows would be neither of 
these if it bad been 9iven right direction froa the day 
of birth onward.25 

The Beed for Parent Bducation 

ror centuri•• people have been forced, in many ar•- of 

child training, to rely coapletely upon What J.s uaually teraad 

Tb• 1nforaat1on which ha• been aad• ava11abl• 

to ua, throu9h tho•• vbo ayat ... tically atu4y chJ.14 develop­

.. nt and parent-child relatJ.onabip•, baa aade 1t po•ail>l• to 

24arne•t lla.nla, BapcD;pook !!f Cly.1d ftidance <•av York, 
Child Care itulicationa, 1947), p. 469. 

25savey, Principle• .!! Peraonali.ty BuilcU.5 .!!!_ C)lriatJ.an 
Parent•, p. 6. 
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JDOve beyond thia approach. There ia now the poaaibility that 

people will begin to rely upon u1nforaed co on Hnae" or, 

aa aome woul.d call it, "uncc1 on aenae. 11 

The need is for J.natruction. L. J. Sherrill points to 

this need in bis PaailY .!DA ChurcJ!. Be ••Y•• 
One often think• longingly of "inatincta," but there ia 
no instinct to guide us into aucceaaful parenthood, 
indeed, we soon diacovar that we are completely ignorant 
of many important detail a. Por that matter, natural 
impulses which we do have often lead to hurtful acta. 
When we mean to mother our children, it may turn out 
that we are smothering th- emotionally inatead. Xn 
trying so earnestly to help, we may deprive children of 
their chance to develop.26 

Nunerous other writers expr••• aiJllilar concern lor a 

program of parent education. John B. Bentley, in hia diacua­

aion of "Parent• and Child Gu1clance," eaphaai&ea that akJ.11, 

knowledge and good aenH are neceaaary for propex parentbood. 

So one of them w111 be enough. Be inaiata that aany parent• 

are ill-fitted for the task. Bia reaMKlial auggeation ia that 

child guidance clinic& and other agenciea auat .. t up a pro­

gram for training the parent• of our country.27 

26Lewia Joseph Sherrill, lP31X ~ CbgJch C•ew Yorks 
'l'he Abingdon Pr•••, 1937), P• 12. 

27Jobn B. Bentley, "•arenta and CbJ.14 G\dclance,• Bpr4'?99)§ 
2! ChJ.ld Guidyce, ed1te4 by :srneat JIUIU (Bew Yorks Cll114 
Care Publications, 1947), pp. 393-394. 
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Psychologist Percival symonda, in ~ Dynamics .2! Parent­

Child Ralationehipa, likewise malces some clear and atron9 

. statements urging a program of parent education. Bia conclud­

ing statement is, "The further development of parent education, 

therefore, is eaaential for the beat interests of aocie~ •• 28 

The reconmendations submitted by the White Bouae Conference 

on Child Health and Protection are of aimilar effect. They 

urge that public and pr.ivate agencies alike muat do all they 

can to give soma guidance to parents in regard to thia all­

important task of parenthood.29 

The Responaib.ility of the Church 

Prom the evidence auba.itted thua far in thJ.a chapter one 

could reach several eoncluaiona. Pirat, the church, follow­

ing the example of Jesus, baa the responsibility to aJ.niater 

to the total needs of the individual. '!'his fact is of even 

greater significance when it is remembered that the varioua 

aspects of man•• being are constantly functioning in relation­

ship to each other. Secondly, preventive mental hygiene ia 

20.ercival 11. Syaonda, f.b!. DYnlgaica .2t pgent-alild b­
lationahipa (Jlaw Yor'k1 Bureau of Publication• 'l'eachera Col18CJ8, 
COlumb.ia univeraity, 1949), p. 143. 

29'fh1te Bouse Conference on CbJ.14 Health and •ro~J.on, 
~- cit., P• 309. 
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of considerable help in avoiding tbe unhappine•• and ineffec­

tiveneaa of maladjusted peraonality. Thirdl.y, peraonality 

adJuatment has a very direct bear1D9 upon the apiritual life 

of the individual, affecting hi• ••lf-concept, hJ.a relation­

ships to other people and hi• relationahJ.p to God. Pourthly. 

the earlieat years of life determine to a great degree the 

baaic personality structure of the individual. Pifthl.y. 

parents have a God-given reaponaibilit:y for the wholeacme 

development of their children's peraonaliti••• Sixthly,, the 

taak of parents is one which require• trainJ.ng and guJ.dance. 

If the validity of the above propoaiti.ona ia granted. 

attention may now be focuaed directly upon the queation of 

eccleaiaatical reaponaibility. Ia it the r19htful taak of the 

church to offer guidance to parent• with r99ard to the per­

aonality development of their chJ.ldren? Paul Jacob•, vritin9 

in the recent ayapoaium, Helping Ppf:11•• 'l'brougb the Church. 

haa this to say 

While the church ha• d1119ently attempted to meet tbe 
spiritual need• of the family, it ha• frequently failec! 
to rec09n.ize that fmaili•• have other neecla. %n other 
vorda, tbe total need• of the family. the need• of the 
body and the mind. are not al,,.ya kept in view. '1'he 
church "WOndera vby Johnny 8aith. wboM parent• are 1n 
church every aunday and who ccapleted eipt 9rad•• 1n 
the parish ac:hool. vaa MIit to the .tat• refonaat.ory 
for atealin9 a car. '!'be church alao wonder• why Belen 
Jonea. who anawere4 moat oft.be flQ88tiona 1n her confir­
mation cl•••• vaa 4J.acovare4 to be pregnant an4 bad u» 
be aent to a home for umwarried aothera 1n a nearby city. 
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where her child was delivered. Bvidently there are needa 
which home and church failed to ... tin the ca.ea of 
Johnny Smith and Belen Jonea.30 

The above statement aeama to be baaed on the aaaUllption that 

the behavior involved was filling aome previoualy unfulfilled 

need in the personality of the young people in queation. '1'be 

implicit conclusion ia that if the need• had been aatiafiad in 

a constructive manner, they would not have aouqht fulfillment 

in unacceptable behavior. Purthermore, be explici~ly 8tataa 

that the home and the church are to be faulted for auch fA11ure. 

Lucille Klaas, writing in Advance magazine, pleacla the 

need for parent training in the Lutheran Church--Niaaouri 

Synod. She notes that aocial-aervice a9enciea, newspapers and 

magazines are currently giving attention to the great need for 

parent education. Bovever, aha point• out t:hat theae .. cular 

agencies cannot give the Chriat-cantered approach vbicb ia ao 

badly needed. Her conclusion 1• atated boldly. 8he aaya, -We 

in the Lutheran Church have an obligation to train parent• to 

fulfill their responaibility to their faai.liea.•31 

30.aul Jacob•, Helping Paailiea Throu9h .!r.m!. Church, edited 
by Oscar Peucht (et. Loui.aa Concordia Publishing Bouae, 1957), 
pp. 69-70. 

31Luc111• 10.aaa, ·Training for Chriatian Parental. aeapon­
aibil.ity," Mlyance, Vol. v, Bo. 2 (Pebruary, 1958), 16-17. 
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Lewi• J. Sherrill clearly conceive• of the whole acope 

of family life as within the educational reaponsibility of Uie 

church. In his Pamily and Church be preaenta a complete chart 

of the areas 1.n which the church ahould atrive to teach. '!'he 

moat extensive section in thia whole chart ia •Preparation 

for and help in achieving aucceaaful. parenthoocl.•32 

In the Preface to hia Principle• 2!. Peraonal.ity Building 

l.2!, Christian Parents, c. B. Bavey atatea that the book ia 

intended for use as a basis for study in church achool claaaea 

that deal with problems of cb1ld training. Be make• -hi• 

position even clearer when he aaya, •of such claaHa there 

might well be many more than there are."33 

Luther E. Woodward write• in~ Church~ NentaJ. Health, 

If the church ia to promote aax1-1 wtal health J.n it• 
children and youth it muat of neceaa1ty concern itaelf 
with the education of parent• along paycbol09ical line•, 
to acquaint them with the principle• of peraonality 
development and help th .. to acquJ.re the neceaaary appr­
ciat1ons and know-how 1n the home guidance of cbildren.34 

32Sherrill, 22.• cit., p. 162. 

llsavey, Principl•• 2(. Perponality Building for Chriatian 
Parenta, P• 7. 

l'r.uther B. Woodward, !la Church .19!"'9tal Health, 
edited by Paul B. Nave• (Sew Yorks Charle• acribner'• Sona, 
1953), p. 131. 
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Seward Hiltner, writing in the .... ayapo•ium, poJ.nta 

out that beceuae the acience• of man have 9iven us new tool• 

for understanding the difficultiea and the atrivings of the 

inner life of man, the church auat use the .. to guide people 

to a rich and genuine faith. Be would have the church atudy 

not only the Gospel, but the 111&11 to whom that Gospel la beiDCJ 

brought.JS 

Concl..wlion 

Prom the conclusions drawn at the beginnJ.ng of the above 

portion of this cliacuasion an4 from the opinions juat cited, 

it would be reaaonable to •••ume that the church doe• have a 

definite responsibility to offer CJUidance to parent• vJ.th re­

gard to the peraonality 4evelopaent of their children. 

The rama.t.nder of the atudy will be devoted to a di•cuaaion 

of 80ID8 of the •pacific area• in which parents will need to 

have instruction an4 the practical illlplicationa of such an 

undertaking of this reaponsibility. 

35sevard Hiltner, ~Church.IE M9tal Health, P• 66. 
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BSTABLXSHING A SDSB OF 8BCURI'l'r 

Definition and Importance 

one of the most important factors in the develop.ant of 

personality ia the growth of an adequate ••nae of Mcurity. , 

Thia aense of security is daacribed by Bavey •• a feelin9 of 

aafety amid all the threats of life in this world. Be not•• 
that this security is firat threatened when the child ... rgea 

into this world. The proceaa of birth r~vea the infant froa 

the warm unthreatened environment in the body of the aoi:her 

to a new and strange world of noiae. A feeling of al.oneneaa 

results from his phyaical 11eparation from the mother. Before 

birth all his needa were filled inaediately and autoaatically. 

Now, for the first time, he experience• needa which are not 

immediately filled.l Thia ia a part of what ia often referred 

to aa the trauma of birth. 'l'he .. curity of tbe chJ.ld ia in 

the balance prilllarily becau .. be 1• experienciD9 a 9reat nma­

ber of .. naati.ona for the first tiae and doea not haw 1:he 

le. B. Bavey, Principlea 2( Per19naJ.1tY Building for 
Chriftiag Parent• (Grand Rapid•• ZOnclervan Publiah1DCJ Bou .. , 
1952), pp. 101 ff. 
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leaat bit of an underatan41ng of thia naw and atranga world. 

It frightens him to feel his nee4a unfulfilled even for a few 

brief moments. These experience• tend to produce a feeling 

of insecurity unless they are counteracted by poaitive 

experiences. 

'l'he importance of developing a sense of aecurity in a 

child is clearly brought out by atudiea conducted by Percival 

Symonds. He reports that the aecure person tenda to be capable 

of cooperative activity, loyalty, honesty, and atraightfor­

wardnese. He is likely to be an individual who is clepen4ablo, 

friendly, enthusiastic, intereatad, self-confident and real­

iatic in his evaluation of hilllaelf.2 The atudy abowa that 

individuals who are inaecura aaem to be consistently l••• 

capable of such virtuea. 

Satiafaction of Bee4a 

An important factor in eatablishing the baaic .. curity 

of the child ia the aatiafaction of all of hia needa. 'l'be 

needs of the infant should be aatiafied carefully and quickly. 

'!'hey auat be met with equal care whether they be phyaiological 

or psychological, aince the two are indiatinvuJ,ahabl• to the 

2percival 11. ayaoncta, D!. DYnp&c1 .2! parent-c:l)i.14 B•l•­
t1onah1p• (Bew Yorks Bureau of Pub11cat1ona, Teacher• C011941e, 
Columbia univeraity, 1949), pp. 125-126. 



29 

child. Bavey voice• th••• cona1derat1ona and conclud•• with 

the following statements 

the small baby abou1d have what h• want• when be wanta 
it. • • • A small baby ia baraed by effort• at teach1n9 
him to control his needa and deairea. Aa an J.nfant, be 
needs the assurance that the world ia aafe, not a place 
of constant threat to hia existence through fruatratlon 
of needa.3 

Margaret RJ.bbla, after eight yeara of ayateaatic study 

of children in varioua environmenta, aeta forth aaaa illpor-

tant consideration• in her boo'k, ~ Rlqhtf 2.t Infanta. She 

points out that an infant ha• certain needa which auat be 

recognized and met. The aerioua fruatration of any of th••• 

needs can lead to varioua amounts of distortion in peraonality.4 

She diacussea at aome length the nature of theae naeda. The 

child needa to auc'k, not only as a .. an• of aatiafyi119 biol09-

ical hunger, but a• an outlet for tenaion aa well. The alt.in 

of the child needa to be at.1.aulated daily for the proper devel­

opment of feeling. She revarda tbJ.a a• th• primary purpoae 

of the daily bath. The child aenHa bJ.a poature froa t.he very 

beginning and needa to be held anugly or to be tucked in hia 

crib anu9ly to avoid the anxiety vbJ.ch raaulta in the feeling 

laavey, 22• s&s· , p. 110. 

4-argaret A. Ribble, !'be IU.ahtf .2! Infant• <•w York, 
Columbia university Pr•••• 1943), p. 34. 
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that he is not firml.y supported. One of the moat important 

of the child's needs becomes eapecia1ly acute when he reachea 

the age of three months and begins to make some apecific 

emotional responses to his mother. This ia the need for real 

and genuine mothering. The mother-child relationship muat be 

the basic and unfailing one if the personality of the child 

ia to develop properly. It is crucial in the whole aocial 

development.5 

L. E. Woodward, writing in Df. Church .EA Mental Health, 

focuaea our attention upon some of the developnantal factor• 

which nef)d to be conai~ered in a discussion of the needs of 

the child. Be notes that peraona1ity is the reault of a pro­

ceaa of growing up. Thia growth involve• certain stages, 

each involving certain patterns of intereat, new diacoveriea 

and apecific needs which demand aatiafaction. If children 

are to paaa from one atage to another quickly and eaaily, 

their needs must be fully aatiafied an4 their intereat and 41.a­

coveriee accepted objectively, without highly charged moral 

and emotional connotations. Be aaya that proper acceptance 

of theae atagea reaulta in a .. nae of well-being and healthy 

slb1d., pp. 34-as. 
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feeling• of peraonal worth or aelf-acceptance. 'l'heae are 

vital for emotional stability and mental health.& 

After the very earliest adju•tment• to life in this 

atrange new world of threats to infant security, numeroua other 

obetacles must be faced. Rigid baby schedule• which fail to 

consider the needs of the child, changea from one manner of 

feeding to another, weaning, toilet training and too early 

attempts to control the child's behavior are aaong the thinga 

which can easily produce anxiety in the child. Bach of theae 

matters must be handled con•iderately by parents who would 

protect the child's ••nae of •ecurity.7 

Benjamin Spock, a popular authority on baby and child 

care, makea a strong case for brea•t feeding and urgea that 

it not be atopped after the first few week•. Be points out 

that the warmth and love of the breaat-feec!i.ng aituation 1• 

of great emotional value to both 1DOther and child. It brings 

them close together and prC1DOtea a strong feelJ.ng of .. curity 

in the child.a 

6L. B. Woodward, ~ Church .!:!!!l Mental Health, edited by 
Paul B. Navee (New Yorks Charle• Scribner'• Sona, 1953), pp. 
134-137. 

7zavey, 22• ~., pp. 113-11s. 

SsenJUlin Spock, D!!. common Sepae Book 2f. BabY .HA Child 
~ (New Yorks Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1946), p. 33. 
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While the mother and child are no longer a physiol09ical 

unit after birth, they still remain a paychological unit. 

The helpless infant is emotionally dependent, as well u phy­

sically dependent, upon the mother. Zn view of this fact, 

Margaret Ribble says s 

Breast feeding is the first satiafaction a child geta 
from his mother after birth. Thia pleasure 1naediately 
begins to establish a focua on the mother ·and prepares 
the ground for the fostering of a cont.inually richer re­
lationship between them. Aa a reault, the breaat-fed 
baby is better nourished and hia emotional development 
is smoothed considerably. Por, natura1ly, breaat-fed 
babies tend to have more trust and confidence in their 
mothers and consequently are easier to lead and direct.9 

Thus, if the child ia to be given a genuine feeling of 

security as the foundation of hia peraonality, bis needs must 

be considered and met very carefully in the early lmlntha. It 

is aignificant that Margaret Ribble devotea a whole chapter in 

her book to this matter. Her chapter is entitled, "Babiea 

Must Not Be Thwarted." Xn thia chapter ahe make• thia atat-nta 

The human infant in the firat year of life should not 
have to meet frustration or privation, for theae factor• 
ianediataly cauaa exag9arated tenaion and atillul.ate 
latent defense activitiea •••• Only after considerable 
degree of -turity baa been reached can we train an 
infant to adapt to what,.,. as adults 'know as the reality 
principle.10 

9JU.bble, .22• ~., p. 33. 

lOn,1d., pp. 72-73. 
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Love and Security 

The one thing, above all others, that helpa the child to 

feel safe and secure is a constant and abundant flow of love 

from his parents. Xf he criea or ia frightened, he ahould be 

taken up and fondled. The raasauranca of the mother'• ¥Oice, 

the tenderness of her touch and the warmth of her body 90 far 

in establishing that desired aecurity.11 

L. E. Woodward atresaea this point also. He aaya, "A 

child's initial confidence and sense of well-beJ.n9 ia built 

upon the security of parental affection •• 12 &early al.l writers 

on the subject express this basic fact. 

The etudiea made by Symonds show that thla affectionate 

relationship between parent and child hinCJ•• JDOre upon bow 

the parents actually feel than upon haw they pretend to f .. l. 

Children sense the fee11n9a of parents r9CJardlaaa of parental 

attempts to repr••• or hide neqat1ve f .. lJ.n9a.1 l Tiu.a brin9a 

ua to a matter which will be conaidered later aa •parental. 

rejection. 11 Th• point to be made her• 1a that the parent who 

llBavey, .22• cit., pp. 111-112. 

l21foodwar4, ~ Church .lml Mntal Health, p. 133. 

13symonde, .22• ~., p. z1ii. 
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actually feels the chJ.ld a burden and reaenta the trouble he 

causes cannot very well hide this from the child. 'l'he child 

begins to sense that he ia a burden and c!oea not feel that 

he ia genuinely loved. 

Another aspect of thia is brought out by Nartin 8iaon. 

He says, "Not the love which ~ parent a feel, but the love 

which l:b!, child aensea, givea him security. Love muat be 

expresaed ••• 14 This makea the point that it 1.a not enoWJh for 

the parent to feel that he loves the child. 'l'hia muat be 

shown to the child throughout their relationahipa with on• 

another. Both loving word• and. loving action• will COIIIIIUJU­

cate thia love to the child. 

The White Bouse Conference on Child Health and Protection 

diacovered, through their reaearch, that children who come 

from homes in which there were frequent overt demonatrationa 

of affection and where parent• abowed aympathet1.c underatan4-

1ng of children tend to have a auch better anotional adjuat­

-nt than tboa• children who coae froa hcae• where auch ia not 

the case. 'l'heae affectionate hoaea are alao characterised by 

l~tin P. 811non, Helping l'aaili•• 'l'brouqh .!b9. Chw:ch, 
edited by oacar l'eucht (St. Louia1 Concordia Publiahing Bou•, 
1157), P• 169. 



35 

the confidential relationahip which exiata between the chil­

dren and their parenta.15 

The results of a lack of affection in the early family 

relationshi ps are demonstrated by numeroua sylllptOIDa of 1n .. cur­

ity. Examples o f such symptoma are noted in the following 

excerpt; 

Absence of affection result• in delinquency. Children 
reared in homes where affection 1• not shown beco .. 
"bratty" children. Naughtineaa ia frequently a aearch 
for attention which the child hope• may reault in an 
as s ur ance of love.16 

Thus, t he child's behavior may be either a aearch for 

the aff ection which he need.a eo badly, or it may be character­

ized by a kind of aggression which expreaae• resentment becau .. 

he doe s not feel he is appreciated. 

Reapect for Individuality 

A final point need• to be made with regard to eatabliah­

ing the basic security of the child and thus laying the foun­

dation for wholesome peraonality devalopaent. 'l'hi• ha• to do 

1Swhite Houae Report on Child Health and Protection, 
!h!. Moleacent in ,!:h!. fpily <•w York, Appleton Century 
Company, 1934), PP• 132-139. 

16.rbe Lutheran Churcb--lliaaouri Synod-Board for Pariah 
Bducation, "Your Child and You,• Bo. · l in Parent N41PCf fgJ,e• 
(It. Louias Concordia Publi•bin9 Bou .. , n.d.), p. 2. aer­
after the Parent Guidance feriep will be cited•• !!I.• 
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with the individuality of the child. The •tudi•• of the 0. .. 11 

Institute of Child Development have contributed much to currant 

thinking along these linea. 

Arnold Gesell and Frances Ilg, in their work,~ Child 

from l'ive to~. aay that it is absolutely neceaaary that 

parents have an attitude based upon reapect for the unique in­

dividuality of the child. This must rule out all thought• of 

molding the child to suit parental wbilll8 as though he were a 

piece of clay.17 

As the child grows older, there 1• an accaapanying pro­

cess of personality growth and development. Thi• proceaa ia 

timed differently for each child, a fact that muat be remem­

bered and respected by parents. Benjadn Spock aaya, •Love 

and enjoy your child for what he ia, for what be look• like, 

for what he doe•, and forget about the qualitie• that he 

doesn't have."18 He points out further that thia ia of ex­

treme practical importance for the self-concept of the child. 

If the child is not accepted in this way, he will HD .. thia 

and will likely never be able to accept hiluelf with confidence. 

17Arnold Geaell and l'rancea L. I19, .D9, Qild l'rgp l'ive 
m, 'l'en (Rew Yorks Harper and Brother• Publiahera, 1946), p. 35. 

18apock, ~- ~., p. 22. 


