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OHill?TER I 

I H'l'no• UC'l'IO , xo Tm.t Tl , SI s 

A. Problo~ and Purpoae o~ Research 

~he title 0£ liho reraoarcll 1s "Luther's Principles 0£ 

Educa t .!.or... 11 ~•he proble w::10 to letirn what the b:ia1c educo.

t:lonal -;;,rlaci . l oo o:r: Luther uerc. Throu: h -·enoro.l reaciin~• 

the 1-11•~. t i• ha.d como to look u pon Lutllor as a. -;Z'ea t od.uoa tor 

c.s uell .:.i.s r oli ·io1.1s ro.l'o:r;,mez-. 11110 purpoce ot this research, 

to '(ntfaer enour:h da.tn on Luther• s eduoe.tione.l 

,,1e m ,. t c c: :ihl e to draw sp ecif'io eonolusions .!S to his 

ovo1"- ... ll .1 ... :'!.:cc .pl :?. After the clc!a.t we_ e ... ther ed, the 

~~it; r· c.r o.n,:od theao vio.1e under hoadi n~:.1 ':Jf _ . . ajor Pl"inci

pl on in a~stc1uatic manner. · 

B. Validation of study 

The: i nport ::nco of thin reooarcll l!oa !n tbe i's.ct tho.t 

~' 

to t 10 t-1ri i:iel .. , s k~1.owl ed;,,:e, Luther• s views ot oduce.tion il~vo ~✓-

nover been : at~ red unuer the heading ot broad p~inciples; 

althou'!il 1 ~ vie:'1El have boon troatad extensi vely by Painter 

and Bruoe . r.1he topic hns had pel."sonal rolcvan.oo to the wJ:1it

er i n that l:le baa 3s.inecl a bottor unt:erstandinG ot Luthcr1ll 

pr1noi.1>lea o1: educ2t:ton aild thus baa t.rolm i ,n a.ppreoiat!on 

of ·ood Cht•1st1an education. Alon_ '.11th t his benefit, there 

baa been tile added value or bo~ominc personal.ly a.oqua.1nted 

with the olcas ic wr1 t1nr,;a of Dr. Luther an .. i beoon:!ng more 
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1ntima t e l y .f .. n l :t:..r wi iih tiho -~~oa t .nosg of th~ Ret•or3or. 

c. Dei 'l ition ud Li,nitations o~ Stud:, 

nPi-i 10:t •. lc.s11 ·i s u.sed i n t he title., 11Luthel"1 a l rinciples 

ur Ec1uo~t o ., " :..n the so,1se that lebotor dc.L'i:l.ea it aa na 

1'unda,r.c :J.tel t r ut h . 11 'J!l v.s, oa oh chcpter Qto.t ea a tw'ldo.mental 

truth oJ.' e<i.uc.,.t. i on i;h t Luther sat :.:'crth in his wr:S.tinac. 

"E!luca ·1on" :ls 1.u;oc; 5.r. t be w:J.clest ac:mao ot both t11m,truct1on11 

an.d " lournin -:;1: :?:.ncl covers a.ll t ypes of tnatI'Uct:ton by the 

home., Chu!'c' 11 and Stat e. The l earn:!.n.:, is on all le't"cla., £:-om 

t he n:oot 1 , .. !l n.t ~r y i n t he l omo t o specializat;ton in the 

un1 •ci•:?_ty. 'i?h -10:r1, i n ·. 0£ tho 11.fu11d 11 e11l.o.l t~u ·h" ox- J>l'"in

cipl c l ... .;he m.,b j eot:lvo obc:toe of the writer, and nnothO:.." 

m1 3ht read:ll ::'ha.tc :t t ,Utf'orentl,i. The "f'unda.rncntal truth,n 

howo1.rel":. ic b a.~!o to Lu.ther' s thinl1~.-"1~ ~nd :.1uat bo l"aco~ ized 

a:J sue , . U!.1dez• tho eonor:ll hoad1n0 a ur au'bheedin•:,3 d.ealint; 

with s nei::i i c ct phas:ts ot Luther. Tnoso r.rti~~ht also be con

:Jiclerecl pri.r c:l~ lee. 

The atucly does ttot have as its pur:Joee hhe dei"ense· 01• 

the p.rinc :l.1>les or t he defon Ge of .Luther as :in Edu.oator. i'he 

worth of t ho t>r i.-icipl~c a.nd tbo prcMincnce o:r Luther arc 

both &soump tio:is o.r1 which tllo thesis Has prodicatod. llor is 

the purpose iio present all that Lutb~r ever 1-1l'oto on educa

tion or t o p r e s ent n detailed account or Luther's ph1los:.,phy 

or ecluca tion. 
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D. Sou.roe ::ind !· ethod ot .Ele.oearch 

Y..sutilo.1"1 a !)l'"inci:ple s of e ducation aI"G dra~n pl:'imaril:, 

1'ro, h:i.u cwn ui•itinc;s clireotly and particularly :fl'om bis 
Hu ..,ezti?lon 0•1 t he 

in l.$'30 , mnd · 1i ~ "Le Ii t er to th.e L•.::. o::-s ancl Aldel'Aen of All 

t bE'l Citie t: o:!' Jor any in Beha l!' or Christian Schools"- in 

1524. These t o-o are t r a :::lated i n •"o ··n£;lisb i n F. · e i nter' e 

book:, L t C";l?' o_ ,Muca t l on. The wri tcr io also indeb ted to .._.., .---..a. -.iWM .,__. •• 

Paul lrr t z !"" !"l!'U11 o COC!i,">il .... t i on 0£ J .. utller• s quotes 01'1. education 

i n h.i s o ook:1 Luther on 3dt-1ca tion in tho Oh1•isti2n Home and __ . .........,__ -- ......................... - - --------- - -
~ School . : Ulilor o s rofe~ences were to be found in Luther's 

tuo c:. t ee .:.3.sau; ., acrr,1ona., and other tril"itine;s and .r~nished 

ampl e s uppl9 or detcr.111i n i n g Luther·• o rincipl.es :>f educat.ion. 

ftllan:,, or Luther' s principles of educat ion a~e cnriohod 

b,; h:.s O:>:!JG!I onces in eveJ'l"day 11f·e . Likewi:.ie, his thool.o ~

ice.l v1et·ss l.av- a diztect ?'elation to bis educat ional pr1nci

ple3 . !!llorevGr it i s : ossiblo , h1:a lif e a u d theoloeic:;.l 

vi ews tver c ,.P· v n bisiei'l y to provide a be.ck,.~r ound to t ho 

c~eetar un eratandi n~ of t he principles. Occas onally a 

eo::1pariaon w1·l; ,_ pas t J.ited i oval educati on vas men tioned so o.s 

t o "ive t he reeder a -clear pictUI"e and a de ap appreciation 

or Lutbor• a contributio11 to the educational 1'!eld. 

The method 01' rasJo.reb wao to find basic e~phasis in 

the writin .;s of Luthoi-, ·to collect tb.eae viowa, and 1'1nc.ll.y, 

to ai-ztan a e t t e 2 in s yateni.a'tic order under general p:;,,•1noiples. 
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The ~eador will £ind Luthcr•o views divlded into r.1no baolo 

prinoipl e a . '£ho:Je -;eoore.l bcadlngs o.rc subdivided ror c on

ven1cnco a n,) · e · iier ru1dol"a t;a din~. At the, oonolusioa of 

eaoll o t e r is a bt"'iei' .aWI 10.ry t:Vinl! to,~otllor the find1n~c. 



CIIAPTER II 

1.!iDUC:A'.i'!Oll I S 'l'O BE CflRISTIAN 

A. Edl1.c u ti on is to Presan·t tho Tl'i une God 

Tllc pr.1.ma1"'y p,:,ino:!.pJ.e 0£ education for Luther was that 

ecluctttion ba C~u .. :lotain. It is this principle that pervades 

all o thor principl es. That educa t ion 1s to be Christian can 

·bo ahown b3 the fact thaf; ·the ,:,od, Hhioh waa to be p?'esented 

in educ111;3.011., t·ms a ot some inde.f'inite supre~11e being . It was 

.rs.thel" the Ohr•is 1:ian ~~riune uod. It 1s in thia nama that 

pru•ents are. 1.,o instruct thol l" childl'en da!l-y. 11In tho morn.

in , •1hon you ii!>i so., you ,shall bless yourself' with tho holy 

c.ttos a o.au ss.y: :rn the name of' God the !•'a.th.er, 8 011 and Holy 
l 

01.lout . Jir:1e11. 11 

Lu~h r c l oar ly defines this Triune God in his three 

ar-ticles 01· f ei th in the cs.teoh1al":1• The worlc or the T2,1u:ie 

C-od i s t o s erve a3 the subject arid content or relir !cus in

struction. Educat:!.cn is to .furnisb instruction in the 1-,ill 

or ths l1riwie Go,J, who has created, · redeemed e.nd cslled every 

Christian to be Eis own, In this presentation, the act of 

redemption is c ent .ra.1, Education must be Olll"istian, and 11· it 

is to be Christian., tbe work o:f Christ must be -central. In 

the words of Luther, it is Ch.:•iat who: 

----------
1 !-'i a 'I:' t 1 n Luther, "The Small Oaiiocllism, 1; '!'ri :-:1.ot 

Concordia~ sxmbolical Dooks of the h'V. Lutb.e1•an Church 
(§E. Louis: Concordia Publlibl'ii3 House• 1921), P• 5!57. 
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ha.a redoemod me, a lont and o onclemned creature, 
purchased and won •e £rom. all ains. frO!il death, 
and 1'1• il ~he power of the devil, not w1 tb uold 
or silver, but wit h !I1s holy, p:rec1ouo blood and 
t-1:l t h Hia innocent s tli'1'orin,.. and doatb. • • .2 

Oiily i i' educ~t·· on pl"oseuts olom-ly the wor'l!: of Christ and 

t he doctrine of' the Tr iuno God con it be oallod Christian. 

D. !:!d1..1oation :ts to be 1'ozt the Entire Han 

That eduootion i s t o be Christian in nature can like

ir:tae bo :;a ·i;her ed --r om its pui--pose. fhe pu:rp.:,se of education,, 

ncco~din t o Lut her. io to propare the entire man, body a nd 

ooi l , £0;.;, oor>vi oo t -o the Triune God. CbI'ist ilas I"odeeJ1ed 

rrin11 t~u.t iJ.o M:l ·h t be His own and live under liii::1 in Uis k1ng

<1om, ~ nd :Jo:rvo Hil11 ::.n evorlastinG r1·.,hteousness, innocence 
.3 

and ble3aodnesa . ,li'or t llis r eo.aon. Luther never t h ought of 

edt cotion 1s b c1ne str i ctly secular with no Chrioti an bas is 

OX' rel:l. ,::i.ous ·uit·. no pr tlot ica l application. 

Thia concern .fo.r tho ont1re mnn 1s brou3h.t 0 1.1t; clearly ,r/ 

i n Luthe111
' s "Se.rmon on t ho Duty of Sendina Childr e n to 

School., 11 where the .first part is headed, 11The Spiritual 

Benef i t or I n jLu•y erising ti-om Support or Ile 6leot of Scboola,n. 

e.nd t he seoontl 1,art • 11Tha fcmporal Bene.!'1 t o.r Injury arising 

2 Ibid •• p . 54S. 
3ro1cl. -
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L~ 

!'roiu the Suppor t or • e c:,l e c !;; of Sobools." Life in order to be 

lived :111. :i.t3 .fullnesa roufrt contain :-el:l.i;ious as well aa 

oec'!.1.la!' ctlucatio • Lutllcz- k tiow this, o.no there.fore, en

oou~a ~ed the Chr i sti an education of tho entire G!Sn. In his 
11
Lotte11 t o th() r·a yc r o :ind li.ldern1en of." all ·tho Ci tioo of 

0 01~ . ,.y i n Boh:lli' o_ Ohr1etinn Sclloola•" Luther prays that 

God EP..ay co.t·ton t ho llcarts or the leadeI'a to a ttencl to the 

negl c c t0<l ot1th nd with the belp of Oo<l 

ao ccun cl and e.!d t hem. a.s to o.tt:ii.n to a ha,ppy 
Christ iwi sscial ordor in respect to both body and 
so1.1l, : itb all f ulluoas and aboundi.rig r>lenty, to 
tho z,rs.io. e and honor or God tho Fath.or, through 
Jo• uo Chriot ou~ 3nvior.5 

ll:.\a or h • t1 t 5.ro 1a.n, body S.:ld s oul, that i e be S<!,Uipped 

t o l .!.V h11J full ltfe to th.G p r::i5.nG ana ho 10!' oi' God . Tbis 

meant t hat ocluc t, t ion t 1.1-ot bo Ohr1nti.a11. 

c. uoation is to be Christian on 

all Levels of Learnin5 

Luther i:>ol ieved tha t education t-10.s to be Chrietian. on 

., 
4!·1a?>tlr.:. Lut her~ 11 '"orr:ion on the 11uty o~ Send:i.n3 Ohil:.iren 

to Scho01.,n Luther 0 .1'1 !!;du.cation. translated !'l:'001 Ger.nan by 
11'• P&into?" ( st. Lou"fi: Ccnco11cba Publisb11'l.:.1 Uouso. 1889). 
PI>• 223, 242. Hereafter re!'orrGd to es 11Set'luon on ~endin!S 
Child ~ en to :Jci1ool. 11 

S11artin Lu •!ihcr, 11Let tcr to i;ayo1ws and Al ·eri..1011 of: all 
the Ci tie& 0£ ~rer:nany in Sohalf or Cbr1st1en Schools, 11 

Luther on Edu.cation, t .zwanalated 1'rom c;ez-man by F. Pait1ter 
T'st. Louis: Concordia -·ublishia . ., Houao. 1889), P• 209. 
Heroaf'ter re.ferl"ed to e.a "Letter on Behalf o:r .. cbools.n 
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all levels o:r lcernine., i ncludine ele:nantary and secondary 

ochools und ur1.iver aitles. In his lottel' to the nobility 1n 

1530.o Luther wri ·i:ies . •~1-1.bove all• 1n schools or all kinds the 

chief and ios· oru mon leoeon should be the Scriptures, and 
6 

for the yo• n :-; boys tho Gospel." If the schoola or higher 

lea111n:ln;_; c oul cl not bo Cbr-1.st!an, Lutller 1n the "Letter on 

Behalf' o!' ... oh.oo.lo ., 11 aays: 

I shoul d ~refer, it i s t:ru.e that our youth be i gnorant 
and clunii.> ?>,.~th.o~ ttum t h.ut the un1vcr:31ties and convents 
sbou:lu remain a s tho only sources of 1nstructio!l. open 
'to t h • Fol'" it 1s niy earneat intention, prayer, and 
desir o t hat these schools 0£ Satan..,either be destroyed 
O?l o i n3od i nto Ciu,:1.stian soboolo.-, 

Lu.tbor , in dee::t no.tin·~ 't ile s ch.ools as non-Ch1"'istian had 

!11 mi nd t ll :i.c.ls e noman Catholic doctrine be1.a.r; tau~.J1t e.nd 

tho sclleilno•liic method being used in the achools. His concern. 

is t hat t h e s ch.c-ol a bo oonvel"tod 1n·to Ohr1st1Qll schools. Any 

ocb.ool tihic b. d1cl not pz~osont the true .fa.1 tll should bo desti-o,"

od. Thi s denouncS.nt:lon of i"s.lrJe teaoh:tn.;; mi ght apply OQ.ue.lly 

to schools w~~h no Ctu-1etian instruction. In ~ithoI' case, 

thero woul d bo no quoation 1n the mind o.r Luther but that the 

schools mua ~ 'be r.1ade ChI'ist1an. 

6&1artin Luther, 11To the Chr:1ot1nn Nobility of' the 
German lfation Respecting the ne:f'ormation ot tlle Ohl-1st.tan 
Estate," Luthe:rt s Primai Worka, edited by Tiem-y 1-Taco and 
c. Buchheim. (t.:on<1on: Hode19 and Stou3hton, 1896), P• 233■ 
Kereat'tezo re.forred to as n110 tho Clll'i:Jtian Iiobili 'liY." 

?Luther:, "Letter on Behal.1' o1' Schools•" P• 17$. 
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D. The ovi1 Opposes ObP1otian Ec1ucat1on 

That education mUDt bo ctu~isti&n ca~ be soen from 

Lutnci-- 1 a ~t·li~. c,;1 do ·o •Te.rd all w:lcb opposes Cllristian oduca-

tion. "1.rJ.Y 1; i ,1hicil hlndored Oh:aiat!an education was 

consideriGcl b;/ t utl1e1ia as the work or t ba devil,, It was tbo 

cfovi~., llo ,-:&.3 ol,ro9 who wao uellind tho :lndS.f!'el"enco 01" his 

.,. 

day. It wa s t ile devil wh.o »\ad.e people ao reluctant to support 

schools .f5.~..c.ne:le.J.ly mid aend tho11 .. cllildren to receive a Clu-ia-

tic:n G.:i , ,. 
\,I ca .; ... on. Beosuoe ot thic indif.fGrenoe Emd disregard 

fol' Chx-i t i ~ eduoat5.on, Lutber a&.wniobes the nobles. "groat 

Ci.u:>iot~an z eal u noedod to ovo~come the silont, secret, and 
8 

az,tf ul J:1.:-cl inc~tions of. tbe det"il. 11 Tho :i.nd:tfi'ercnco which 

f;hc pooplo a.. . la:,od 1o t1othinf!5 loss thC.l'l a (jl"oae sin of 

incr t:i. Cuc!o and 1'01"'"l'ct:rulneas ot '"od • u bcn:ier1 to. i'he cl::>oin,.~ 

p:r-n,rer oC X.t:.tl101~ 1 o "Sornon on Sendint; Oh_ld ron to School" . 
askc o £ 0':e i:Ol" .. ~.ve11osa £'o,,:a these vor-y Qins: 

'oil :,.'l'e.~ t thc.t t-10 !'U?.:f i'ollov l-Iio Word• to tbe pr&ise 
and hono1" oi? our d.ea~ Lord. ~01~ .li:lc precious blood so 

"ao1ousl:,, shed for us, nnd preserve us ~rotJ! tho horx-9010 
si o.:.' i11aratitu.de e.nc.l 1"oi,~ot1'ulncss of .ilis bane.tits. 

i'h.c 11110 ia cloe.rly dr:it-111. · He 1-1ho does not support 

Christ·a:n eoucat:Lon :ts on the side or the devil. Rather 

tban bin er, i t is tho clu.ty of Gvoryono to enoura3e Obrictinn 

oduoe.tio11. 

0 !2!!!•11 P• 173 
9tu'tiher, 0 .sie1"ltlon on Send,1nc Obildi-en to school. 11 P• 271■ 
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n.. "''duce.tion i.s to be Based upon the Bible 

In o~"t.lor f'or Eiducation to be Ohr:?.stia11 and t;o reveal .. 
t he lil_V,1·_? U'"'O ' •oA, ,. .. _.., v l; ., i r. r,,ust be· baoed upon. tiio 5 !.blG. Luthez-1 s 

God rs lan 0£ u lvat:ton. th.at tlle Hord or Clod was the sole 

SOUi"o~ Ol' .. - ';h ., tho col c.: rru:.tde tor fl r elir;1ouc lite. and 

hencc.1 tlle uas i c text Tor scucation •. The 3cr:tptures were 

tho '~'- .o;,ar d :-:. wh.i ~b .man ,;,;as to exercise himael.f and la.bozo. 

Tho cti,:.n[:;o 'i; l"CQ.Uil"err1ents ub.5.(Jh Luther p ut u.pon 3iblical 

I ~ _ t not p~oper and ri0 ht ~hat evo~y h~~.an be!n~, by 
tho u:tr:1S he he.a rec.abed his t enth yoer, choulcl be it 
fem.:.liar uith the lloly Gospeln., in which the very core 
n r n r.row oz bis l:lt'o :ls bound 1 l 

Lutho~ continues: 

'11he Eow. c an do w.!:thout evol"ytb.ina exoopt the ·,·lol'd ot: 
od. ~~tbout t his it su.frors neod. But whon it has tho 

!·!o~d or C-cd., iii 11ecda nothing more., bU't has in t hG word 
enough rood0 joy, peace. light, art., rigbteouaneas12 truth, r r eedom, and eve~y eood thifl6 in abw~dance. 

Lutt"lel" was err1phatio about tho 1Il1portance of the stud:; 

or Scr:i.pture because j_t wan b.o.:re that man !'o-und his Savior 

10Levi Seeley , Histor~ 11£. Educction (Third revised edi
tion, ! ew York: imericnn Book co., c.1911:-), P• 173. 

llsa.muel Parker., ~he Riator:, of ;-Iodern Blement arz Bduca
t1011 (Boston: Tho Acbenaeum :Pr0'ii, c.ii.)12) • P• 44. 

12Ibid. -
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l'evealea . an n o lonr: ar 11eeded the 1nteme<liary pzt1ootbood. 

Becauce 0£ the l101'orm.at::t011. tho truth wa.a uncovorecl that 

ma."l approa c h.e a «.iod diz-octly tl-wou Ji Christ. Ee.ell peraon 

could 60 to the 3cr1ptm•os and .there ln:, hold of the 

promises of God by fa.i tt. Ever1one, thore~o~o, had a ro

apon&ib11:1. ty f oi" hi a own soul. Me 11?.ust ror his own sp1r1 tual 

welfare loa:.'"n the Scr=i.:9tu1~es. For this reaao1~, the ch1e1" 
13 

l asson i n a ll school s shoul d be the Holy ~cr1ptu:res . Tho 

vory .feet tha t t hey were to be the chie.1'" lesaon si1owa that 

oduoution :accor i ng to Lu.thel' was to be Otwistian in charac

tor. 

F1
• '11'10 Catec hiam. is to be the Relig ious Textbook 

Becauoe of thG i p.norance of the people revealed in tho 

Saxon v:gita tion of 1526 in the baaic knowled5e 0£ Scr1ptu~e 

anf t he Ch:i>i::.t:i.an ti .. ut hs . Lutnei- r eal1~ed th.ct if he wero 

to ha.ve Ch.r istic.n ~nd Dilble-based education S Otile sir~ple 

textboo'· . ust be written fo:r t h is pul"',~oae. Although he had 

hoped to write such a teAtbook earlier. this ur~ent need 

h11stencd t he oor-1position. The result ttBs tbat both the 

S!llall Ch.\'i;cohia!lt a n d tb.e Larae Oetachis111. we1'0 publiaile<l in 

tho yea?> 1529 . The Small Catech ism appocu,ad !'i1•st in the 

for.a of tabloto uhioh were to be bun~ in the ·1oll!os £or- oasy 

inatructio.n. Lu·tnor ~,an·tad both cateab isDB to be used by 

✓ 
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all the peoples the youth~ paronta, preachoro. snd teachers. 

Luther t ho~ =sht very 11:1 .. ;bly of' his SllXlll Catoobio and never 

tizeed oi' re :l.owinr; 1. t: 

Do n.:,t th:.tn· · the co.tech1an1 is a little thin,,: to be read 
hes t :i.ly ~ d oaali a.sic.la. Altt10ueh I am a doetor, I havo 
to tlo ·us ·li •a e. ehil<l and :Jay ·,1orcl ..:.or word ever3 lilorn.
in::, tmd \11honever I have time tho Lor>.:i • s r1,ayer and the 
Ten Corou~naments ~ tne Croad, and the Psalr.iS . I haVf1to 
cio it evo .. •5 cie.y ., ar:.a yet I cannot sta nd as I would. LI-

LU·ewiee, h:ls LaP c Ce.techis111 was to be a mec.ns o~ - ------ ,,,. . 
. i nst1 .. uction i'or cho ccmmon person. In his i ntroductio,1. to 

hie catcahetioal a O.Nilo11s i'ro:n which tho catecl1isr.i was later 

t eu-.en, p ther seem £orth his objective with the words: 

"''hio ~ormon is cfos i med an<l undo-rtaken tbat 1t mi .. ht 'ba an 1s·-
1nstruct· on ;('or chlld1~en and the 11Jimple-minded." t·JbiJ.o 

this wa s truG., t;he tar e;o Ca techism was in particula:l:' to enable 

tho l eo!l .. •educo.te<:1 pc.atol's to ful1'1ll thoi1" duty. Thoy were 

to atudy the ca t ochi sm. ror thoir ot-1n edii'ioa tion as well as 

f'or the i n&tr 1Jtio:1 of' tbeiz- people. 

allmnnn quotes · Phil1p .Sohaf£ n3 sayin0 concerning 

Luther• c S:ilall Catechism: 

It exhibi ts his almost apostolic mitt or expressinp 
the deepest t hin .:,s in the pl::::i:!.ncat l c.nc;w:;,..o fol'" tho 
comraon people. • • • I t D'..akea an epoch. in the his to19y 

1 ' · -=·aus·~e.v Bru.ce, Luth~r as an .Eduoa.t_br ·(?< :i.nneapolis: 
Augsbu.~~ Pu.blishin; Houae. c.ff2'BT, P• 237. 

15F. Bonte, editor, 11111::;tor!cal I ntroduction to th.e 
Symbolical Books of t ho ~anr:el1oal Lu·thGran Church, n 
Concoz-dia 'l1ririlo·tta (st. Louisz Concordie .Publish.in,. .. . :touoe, 
192!)., P• 81. 



·13 

ox ral1 :J.ou.s in::itrl\Ot:lon: 
s 1.1pel"S t _ t lou.a,11 !ilt\d bl.•01: 1m 
a.ni:1 a im1..,lioi ty. lt:> "" 

it purseu it from pop1sb 
it back to Sc~iptUl'al purity 

li'rom t hese uoi~dc:, ono can s e.ther wilat an outstand1n,:; 

coni;r!i.'>utio Lut ber• s eathooh1sm •1a:; to rel!g1ou3 f)ducatio11. 

I t bro1: en,t bac~ onoo arain the Scriptural baois end Cl:U'1sM 

tian character t o educa tion. 

From il t li:as preooeded. · one can see · tho important 

emp sia Lu·· e ·" pl &c od u on tho principlo. nEducation 1a 

/1.thout the 3cripturoa. which are the 

ilor . or. ·eel , ther o coul d be no Cb.1-ist:!.an educnt1on. and 

withou 1. Chl"i:.. ::ru.'l c ca.tio1111 tnere wao no plll'poso in education. 

1',ox- t h~ l) ='\'~--ze of e<.1uout1on. was to :Cit tllo entire Chzaist1nn 

JiU11. to · e 1~ve ti.le T1"i,lllE) God hero and in etern1 ty. 

-------
16.J:tlli,:,,.m DallJil:lnn, "Lu!iller is the World• s 3rieateat 

Ca.ttlcbLst , 11 I.ruthor en School Journal. l:.XX.XII (?,ov •• 19!~):, 
116. --



GliAl>TL.'R III 

P/i t:N'!.13 m~vt: ~ C i>Rl! ~RY RESPOUSI BILITY Fon EDUCAi'IOll 

A. Aut hority ~f Parents 

Pa.ronta., e.ccoI'd:i.ne; tc Luther. stand 1n the place or God 

1n zao1,,.tion to t be i._"» ch i l dren. ~hero 1e no creator autho:z-ity 

on ea.rtll Ghru1 ulr t of .fa tiler and mother. \·/hile tho child is X' 

p:air:1al":7..J.;y rQoponsib;to t o Ood,; yet on this earth he ia direct-

l y l'"e2_ ons iblc 'i;o h1a pc.1'"cmto. who are the special stowards 

of ~·od . :?;:i.e autllo1"i t y that pox-ants have 1s not baca.use o1' 

ti- cil" err:,ou., but becaus e or tho authority God ha.s put in tllo 

of fice o,-: p::.tl"enthood i n t he Fourth Comr11andment and elsewhere '< 

in Scri pti~e. The parents azao priest and priestess and pl'imo 

provide~ oT t he spiri t ual and physical wants ot tho child . 

\·Ji th i:hi a au:l;hority co111es also the obli3ation to carry out 

the funot·on 0£ pr i est a 11d priost-ess. In hiD Eztpoa1t1on of' 

Genesis 10:1-12. L~ther points out tbat parents are ~iven 

aut ho.1:'i t y ovor t h 1I" c:.1ltlren tha t they miz ht oduca:te and 

teach tbem ·!;he Wo:r.-d or God, tQ tear Him, and to believe in 

Him. The i'siiller is t o bold the office over hie children and 

household whic h t he b1~i:lop bolds over his people: 11Alao, 

dass ein Vater ei :::>entlich ein Bischof' and P.:f'arrllerr seines 
1 

Iiauaes sei n s oll.n r"'1!rewise. in ll!s sermon on Ezodus 20:12, 

l ue.tttin Luther, "Predi t f1ber, Mose 10:1-12,11 Saemmtliobe 
Sohl'1i'ten. edited by J •. ·/aloh ( st. Louis: Concordia 
PuSiish!na House, 1~94), III, 194. 
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Luthor cal1s to rd.nd the .great privilo3e that pe.rento have. 

The chilax- n 11he11 •;;h.uy oo.m.o into this wol"ld e.1~0 like hunery. 

th1z-.sty. nakctl., fl. cl poor r,eople. ~'ho parents havo opportun

ity to !)GI'I'OlYa liinl J' ~ l"'E>Q t WO?'kS to God tbrou ·h oervioe t o 

thc1F c hilCt•c:111. I!. home mi h t be coooe:ived 0£ as a hospital 

von as God p~ovides 

for H:la c ec. uros~ oo t he tstho.z, and :i10tllel' in ti,e ho c havs 

all the n:&me s nn • o!'f'lces or God. 'lhey baco,•~G l i~G ~,od to 

their childr •·n , 0 c1ann 3le s in<l Rccenten., .B:i.scb!Si'o., Pebs_t. 
2 

Docto1''., 1>.f.a11rho1"'r• Pr&diger. ~ahulmeister, Ri c h tor-, und Ue1"r. 11 

i•Li l &r ent~ arc in tb.e ple.ce of <.rod, :,ot this aulihor-

1 t y cloo not o .. t ond beyond the !lord of' God. · at>onts are not 

nllowou t;o t t.t,Jh thei?" cb1ldren a.u if tllere t-leN'.> no God who 

haa com....,~ndc d di .f!'e1"cntly ancl as 11' they th~aelvos ,-.rore 

l orda a r.i.cl , ods in. t he ,. loce 0£ Gcd. Tho:, havo the ri eht to 

teach tb.o1 c hi l dr en only those tllings tha·li e1•e in oonf"ot'm

ity with God • s co:nmand. I. tiler brinBs t..'l!s out cloa:rl.j' in 

hie s l"'•"iOn on tho 1·1addia,:: of' Cana., John 2: 1-11: 

De nn Vator uncl .duttel' nuch shuldi5 aind, ja. ebon clarum 
l/ater und !•'ut·,er ai nd von Gott .;e.i, :icht., dass s!e die 
·anuor n 1c t nacb ihrem Oue11kel und ai r.•einer Andacht 
l ehr e!l und zu ";ott .fuehron sollen., sondern nach ce3 ...,tebot on Qjttec, wie auoh at • .Pa.uluo su .,. t Eph. 6:4. 

2Martin Luther, 11.Precli t ubor 2 !"tosaa 20:121
11 

~aen1;11tliohe Schri.ftcn. e di tad bJ J. Wal ob (St. Louis: 
onoordie. i'ubllshinu .House, 1894), III. 1096. 

3MtU"tin Luther, "Am andern Sormtaao naob EP,1phan1B," 
saemmtliche Scbriften, edited b1 J. 1Jaloh ( st. Lou1,n 
~oncordla ~ubi!sh!n~ Hpuso., 1894)., XI, 472. 

I 

,, 

)C 
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Luthe z, t-1:t>ot e hio S11iall Catecbisr'l tho.t 1t midi t be a P,;uide 
;/ 

tor the po.ron t 11.1 r elic :tous 1nst?'"uot1on. 1'he oo.techiam bo-

i$1na, " Tho 

Teach The.n1 i 

en Co. ~indm.ents, as the liead of the Fm-i1l.y should 
4 

:i i 1· pl0 tfo.y to His llousohold." Pnrontf> have. 

theraror , autb.ori t y t o t eaoh thoir c hildren notbirll'! but 

what :ts lr. con1'or.r,1ii:, •tith the Word or God. 

n. Parents ar~ not t o let Children have 

- r · etlcm 01· Cbooa111g \1ron5 Educ a ti on . 

Luthe r statoa in hi s Ex!,osition of John 2:13 that 

ch11:!ren el'" 1o t t o be t heir own mastora, but al'"e t o be t..nd~r 

tbo g t i<.lunco an.a auth or:i. t y of their pnNJnt.s. ''Aber, 11 suy s 

Lut hor , 11 v n . atur sind die JCinder so geaz,tet dass ~1e ;;erne 
;,, 

sehon , ~;e .n m,.d'l : il on den zuec5el achiessen laess t. 11 Beco.use 

childr c have t his ten dency to be ruled by their 112tural 

incli 1.1a t ion :J , it :ls neoe asa~y £or pa..z-eabe to discipline then1., 

It io i poeaibl e ~·or t ho youna to ca1•e for tbernselves o.nd :-t 

I' to kaoi; wilat; i s g ood ror th um. I~ the choice o't education 

is l eft t o tnel'.!1lll they may o 11ooao that which is har,mi'ul t o 

thoil' s oul .• 1e?'e.:C'ora. ~od bas col!lfllBnded the old.er to in-

atruct the young . Luther writes, 11llltel'!'l.• die 1bl'o Kinder 

~ -arti n T.i Lttbei-, " The Small cat oohism," !i'r1e-·lot Ooncord!a: 
Symbolical Dooko of t he zv. Lutbar_an Cllu1•oh, ( St. Louis: 
boncordia Fubii shfngliouie, p»li). P• 5j9. 

··SJ.1~rtin · Lut~or11 "~uslegen· ilber die 1 Ep:istel st. 
Johannis, 11 Saemmtl1che Sobrii'ten, e dited bJ' John o. Walch 
(St. Louis: Ooncoi:-a,.a Piibi!s5lng Rouse, 1693), I X. 1.$1.J.3. 
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Bllzusob:r 11.cben, lasaen ihnen den lutllwe1llen, die tbun 1m 

6 
Grun<'.le 115.oh ts an dc:r,a , e.l& do.as oio clieoelben hasoon." 

Tho pa.!'ent!ll rulo o\,oza ohild~en • howevo.?'9 1a not to bo 

harsh or ovel ees. Experience shows that love will accom

plish P\OI'o t han slev:i.sh f os:r oI" !'oztoe. Luthez. Z"Gvd.nda paro11ta 

that t !1oy- should r e1ner.1boI" that ·they, too, b.tlvu n 0\0.stor and 

Lo~d i n honven. ~eve~e pu11isbment m~d lovelossneso can reaul.t 

in t~10 o .. tr1-r.·e attitudes or the child. It cnn oithor make 

him i'le.te h:i. o 1,are11t s and de9p i~e all authority or it oan mal:e 

b1ni r eel ci'3 j eol; c:>d ::md cl:i. aoouz,a0od so tnat he goes throuBb-
7 

all hi e li ' . boin, easily dlscolU"&Ged and d~opondent. 

Luthe~ r -oall ad i n his childhood wh~n his pc~entc were unreo.

aonabl o ~n t heir discipline. His fathe~ once Hhipped him so 

severel t hat ho !"led and i t was a. lon~ ti·11e bo.!'oro bis 

i'athe:r 3ai od his c on1'1de11ce nGaln. Lilc~wise, his mothor 

boat hi m oeveroly to1" takin~ a nut. Luther wa not a gainst 

PD!'O 1t 1 a pun1sh i n, thefr children, but the punishment should 

vary accor<i i . " t o tho oe:ri ousneas of tho o.f!'enoe and the 

punichment sboulc be admini s t ered in love with a view 01' 

rewnru 1.? t he cf i ld ia 13ooc1. "One should pu81sb in such a ~ X 

11ay thrat t be a.1,ple and tho ~od .o tos ethor. 11 Parents should 

7Gustav t(arius 1-}ruoe, Luther .!! c.n .Hduoator (l, 1!llleapol1a: 
Augsbure Publishing 1:ZOU(JO. a.1920). P• 58. 

8Ib:td., P• 58. -
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also seek to undcrsta.ncl tho~!.'r individual cbil<lron and suit 

tho train:J.r1!,; anc1 diaci:;,1:i.ne aooo:;.,d1nt:; to the pe.rt1culai

oh1ld. 

Th.uR.11 Hhilc p::iI'cnts ucro aot to allow their child to 

i!l'Ot-1 up n liscipli..-, d , t bey we!'o ~loo not to be un~eaoonaoly 

aevc~e :'l . 'thei1" coi•:t"'cct:i.on . 1!'ho to~c hinu o:: the pe.:ronts 

uaa to be i':!.rm, ,et over.nod by love. Lu ·ther dMWD _ tbe con

cluc1o.:i that par.nta spoil the1P c b.:tldren in two ways. 
0 eiti!o1• throu . ..,h. t oo rauch p:rnperin , and ove:r-1ndu1 .once. or 

tbrou ~1 t oe z reat severity anu ombitterine ~ Oae must keep ./ 
9 

uithin '!.> u11do 01 aitbor ~ide. 11 

a. P12r(n1tu aite. to ha.vo Ability to foach 

If' r>arrm ts a?'e to instruct and Estlide thei:r cllild:ren in 

the fee.it of t "c Lord , :tt is 1mr,ortcmt that thoy themae.lves 

b~ educated ir.1 the pz•inc;tples Qf ~he Christian faith. Luther 

.felt so s tl"':')nt,:13 ovo?> this .mat.ter that be writes. 11ifo one .I" 

sh.ould iJe a f'u t llezt w1leaa he is ablo to 1nctl9Uot his cb11- ✓ 

d1"e11 in lib.C:J Ton Ocmnl&ndments a.nd 1n tb.o Gospel, so thc.t he 
10 

may brine up r ue Chri st1anu.n 

Tbe_ e wo1"e t hree• t;71,es of pal"onts who were ne~~loc tin:.; 

the1:r divine duty t o toacb in Luthe.r• s day: (1) Ono type 

was ao lnclc:i11 , i n ;_,i0ty that like thG ostrich, they ha.?'dened 
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themselves a r;a ~:ost; t b~i l!' oi-n1 or1·epr1ng; (2) otno:ra were too 

i gnozaant t o l'"a:i.se t heir ch:i.ldrfln in the proper .r.mnnorJ (3) 

BtiJ.l ot hE,:rs , while tbay bad the piety nrid intolli5cnce to 

i nstruct:, \-1ero oc,nsten t l y bur<1en1nm theT¥1aolves with cc.ros 

and la.bore ao but their chil dren were nonotneless noJJ;lect-
ll. 

ocJ. 

Pc.?'on~s ~..rho no ~loctoll t~ tench thoii- children would ha.ve 

to beaz, the a i ns of the children as ii' committed t bemeelvoa . 

They .. houlcl be prarti culazoly caref'ul i n t he ki11d of GJ<at"lple 

tlle · s ot . Tl:ie~r ot1."J1t to l ive clean a nd r;o :ll y lives since 

Ch1lcl.?9o e 1= i ly loarcn z;.;ie.m.ef'u.t 1·10J:1d3 and oe.tbs. Parent:J 

uat b c tl e .,x•:>pe r at titude as to what is i !i1poz-tant 1n thia 

l :!.!' i .r t .c r ar\;. to guide and instruct their childre.n corr~c·t

l J . .,uther <H).11plains tha t :ln hiB day "They fihe .parent§} 

have .. o ot llc1"' .,, ol:loi •imd.e t han t hat theizo children o.cq,u1re o.n 

1.,iposin;; bot1ri .1.1:;., lca.1 .. n to danco, and dross, a nd cut a 1'1guro 
1.2 

1n G OCit": i:;y 11
11 

Tho head ot t he family i n pa~t1oulnr has the obligation 

to :J.nsi;zau.ct his c hildren in tbe Oh%'1atian faith e.nc? .idoals: 

---------
11ne.:rtin L11thel", 11Letto~ 'to the ,iayo:-a and Alderoen of 

all tho cities ol C-en~any in 3ehnl~ of Christian Scboola,n 
Luther• on Edtica.tion, transla ted rr~.m tho t!-o:.Y.1an by F. Painter 
(st. Loufs: Concordia l'ubliahinc; ?iouae, 1869), P• 17911 
IIorea.rtel" xae!'c1n•ed to as "Letter 011 Behal.!' o:£ Schools. 

l2p . ~a1ntor, Luther on Education, (st. Louis: 
Concordia Publ i sn1n5 Houso,1089), P• 125. 
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'l'ho l'cn Com.,~ondo1e11ts, be C:reed, and the Lord• s Prayer 
a.re:, tho r:::>st; :1oce,rna!'"Y parta ~ iob. ovfJry Chriotia.11 
s hould loa.-n to rc:pont word ror ;,ord, and which our 
chlld!'en s hould be accu~tc;.o1ocl to recite daily wbt,n tlley 
a.r1,e,,c i n t b.o r,,ornin \:,• t-zhen tboy sit down. to theil" r.1onle, 
il!ld wh n the:, ret:tro et -1Dht •• • .nl~ 

The catecblsr .• :i.c so arr anBed purpoaoly by Luther tbet tho 

hoad o the to~~ o can ask bie chil ran nnu the entire houoc

holcl g uoat::.on s pert s! in_, to Oh1•1stian .i"aith and 11:fo. 

n. l'a.1•ent ,1 ere to su1.>port Educntion 

,l!r in , Luth .... , s ti:t1e, poople 1-ie.d· 17'.any e .:cusea 1'or not 

se1 di ·; the~1.r- chilfa on to monool. Tb.c sayi r1 ~.as that the:, 

coul J :iot c end t heir chil dren· to achoolo and mon.esteries 

boc a l r.ic ol' t t o .. vil l"cputation and poor education uh10·_ tbey / 

b.u.d -: n: ci'J.'c:r:iod . I,u ther ~ets beneath t b.e problem and s:iy3 

that the ::,, al l'"c aoon i s seli'iahncs::; lli.--td hollow platy. They 

ror!l!orly :;ou Gll'l; s oou.l"i~y- o.nd temporQl bleauinfis f'or their 

chil , C? by ~e ndine; them to the 1ona2te:r-ios and prioothood. 

!low tn .t tho .noncstcr ias e :::•e no lonser places of' i clle 

~u~pone~ the people refuse t ~ send the~ a nd pro£er t hat their 

child~en cnt~r into busineso and coa.i.."fllorce. Tile ~eal r eaoon 
14 

1c that tl.cy ::a~e 1.lworabippero ot •Iammon.n Lutbc•r wonders 

tl~~ero t ri ... r1orct:o.nt woillc.l bts if there were no cler~:,r1en or 

snholar.D. Re t hor humorously, ho, Pri tes: 

l.3Ibid • ., P• 121 

lLJiJJart:ln Lutllor., 11sor on on the Duty or Sendi..riB 
Child?'en to Sohool.," Luthe:x- on Educctlon, tra:iolnted by 
F. ,. a:!.nt.or ( St. Lou.lo: doncordi11 Pubiishil1r Hou a. 1869) • 
1,. 262. 
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l i thott t acholal"s 1 t woul.d not bo long till businoso 
mon i n their por plexity -would bo rea.dy to dig a 
l earned r.:an out of t he ground t .en ynrds deep with tbe1P 
i 'inE.,,e r s ; f'or t he :ncrcbo.nt wi ll not lpn.~ l'&main a 
Fier c haf~:, 11, preaohi n~~ and the administration or Justice 
coaso.:, 

Ir line parento r eall y had t he ~ol.1"a1•0 of' t heir ch:le.ren, the 

Chur-ch ., ~nrl -.·over 11!11en t in md nd., t hey ;rould nsk how they 

Jlli P:h t be s t o uoa t:~ t 1 om t o lead 11 godly 11.fe. 

Ir t :·ci ~ ~ ~~lrlrsn a r c talonted, parents should sp~r e 

no er.for t !.1.cl tine o r cos t to t r ain t ho children tc be civil v 

a nd e c l -2iu:1tlcal leadora. Aa Lutllezt say~: 

Ii' ·~I10;y c...-•e tal ent ccl., have t hem leam and study eon1e
t h:i.n,1; , !ph t t lley -a!S.:, be er~ployed for whatever need 
t t or- i = to have t bem i nstructed Bnd trained in a 
l i be1--al cduc a t ;ton. t h.at men • '.JiJ..Y be able to hfgc t heiI" 
a 1<.1 !. , ,ovo~ru,1ent and whatever is ncceseariJ. 

Thc.it•o are t hree t h iut,;s that should r.1otivate pcI"onts 

accor di np· to Ll1thez, i n his 11...,atter on Dohalf of Schools": 

(1) 01•ati t 1.1de s hould e:ot :lva·te the J>e.rents since they ~10 

lon _e1 .. he.vo t o ~ontrilntto largB s ur.1a o.f n~one y for indulG;onoes. 

maseea . endowr.e n ta and so on; (2) Iiline schools and oo::npetent 

CD,rist:tan teachers ohould motivate t he parents., ror "excellent 

and learned young men11 wezte available as teachers; (3) 

Finally• 't bc e;ren t oot m.ot.tve ot all s hould be the coro..-ne.nd and 

will o:z· d ., t his above all s hould pro~pt the people to aend 

lSrbid., P• 262. 

l~: e.rtin Luther. "The LargG Catechism," TI'ir:lot 
Concordia: ¥mbolioQl Books ot the !=!• Lutheran church~ 
(st. Loula. ·,:o.: ConcQrdla Pu:6ilsh1ne; llou.t1E>• i92J.J, P• 631. 
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thciz, ohil !'C ll · o t{ ch ool a n d support oduca.tion. 

I n ~U:rl!n..ar ;y .:> aI"ont s have tile divine ri6ht and ree::,ons1-

b1lity t o edu ca te t hoi r ohil ren in tho ~ord ot God. The 

responol" i.li i.iy i ... pJ:1:l.• ar .i.l tbeir• s to ~uide ilnd 1.,struet 

t ho o~ ildren . Be cause 0£ 't h is ~reat rosponaibi lity. the 

parents tat t bo scl ·"ea have tb.o ability to tench. Thoy 

1'1111, 1:U.tE>i;:lse , havo a e;r o&t d aaizte to on oourage and sup.)O:i:"t 

oduca tlon tho best t hey can, ~oing mot ivatsd pr1 ~arily by 

t c 0 '.Jlil!~~ nt-l Bi'ld t•:111 of God. 

17 ,u 1;her , " I,etter on Bob.al.f' oi' Schools," PP • 174-176. 

;. 



A. il.l\1Gl'10 he.Vo the R~ h.'t to 

:a -e Education Cor,i_ ulaary 

.CclL.c &t: o.n .:.r,1 the s!i d le Ase~ wo.a genel"ally 1a coutro1 

or the• t,hv.~•ch a r\d te.u ·;h.t; by the Church fol" the "l:ali'are o'£ 

t he O uroh. 1,il t h t he Rcf'or.1jation., the lioly Scriptures be-

oec, tbo l"'ul.o a.nd o.u ·l;hor ity or ra:lth .er.Lu 11!.'e. ?-io lon ,·•er 

uao t h Church t ne aup:t"or..o uuthox,i t ;y. lj.lhe pnpe.o:, no lon-3er 

h l d boti tl o s ::s::l"2. t · al .nd sec ula1"' power , 'but tho t 10 m;)re 

nou t i. ··.:. .c t ... ··o t hei!' spl'la.tte 0£ op_1,.e.t_on. !k,tb powors 

t,ore i at·· t1.1 i..c c: b ,od snd each in i ~s on~L sr,,hoI"e uas to be 

Z"o~r,octed 3n~ ".i(?UO!'ed. 'l'be s ·1;11 ·a ., ~ c dained o:r God ror 

1 ta r !le i.i: o~., ~ven a.a the f:huroh ,~:i.s 01 .. dainod !'or its 

1'unct:lrm . 

the Cht: x• h 'cI1' Luth.or n:td not bnve t i o l'i~;h t to oay 

t.hct t he :31.&t\; .,ua ii not o~i.crciao its D.u.tllol'":lty ovor the. Church. 

'l'horc l s uo uuc .,, thL , as · t he ~pir i tual cs te. e0 e~ .. :!.s tine o,;or 

0.11d hove li c t;e:;::iporal. 1.,11 Ohristia~e G.re of tho apir1t~al 

otBte, and ti1ero is no difi'orence a tllo11 t benJ. "A cobbl e r, 

a smith, :i r ;,, .. 01', esch has tbe -.,oric ond o1:£1oe o:r his 

callin _.i, a c yet tbey :-.,,1•c llll a.like consecrated pl'iests 
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Booeuao t hc~e is ~o diftoronoo in 

doarea oz au~hori~y. t he t emporal BOVornrne. t has the divine 

ric!,bt t o c a r r y out Sru co ,iission wi tbout roapoc t o:r p0rs01u,. 

whether i t ~rroct pope, bishops, or anyone olae. Tho ~ulor 

has authority ove.r all t o punish wiol:edneas and pl"otGot 

the in ocent • . By t he se.>Jo r11rJ1t. be has tbe authority to 

compol oc1L1ca 'tion fol" the ~ood ot all. 

Bas ically, "i.b~ c1~v'i l authOl"i ties rece! ve tbetz,· autilor-

ity f'1~o·;i Cod tr .... ot.1[:h t ile Fourth corw11anclment. Waa t the parent 

ia not abl e to Jo he 1uat dele ate to othel'D. Tho o1v11 
2 

l'ule:c.,s o. .r:• 11 fa t he1"a" c.f the na t i o.n a.11d t he c:1 tizens. 'rhcy 

ar c n :atl1ors" i 11 t hat God .·1.vos tile peo:i)le t hx-ougb ther:. 

r ood, ou. o, 1.0.m.e, anti the 3ar1.e protecti on and seour1ty· tba.t 

Ue 1ooc ·t hrouuh the parents., aecauae the parents, even i f 

they t-:ei•o _u a l :l:f'iod , can not t i nd su.f!'i c,.ent tir.1e to in

struct their ob.1l dren IJroporly. · it is all the 010:re the duty 

or t no 1ayor ~ and councils to watch over thG educa t ion of 

the Y~U!l~• l'hey will be held accountable to- God if' they do 

not day and nigb. i. with all their power seek the weli'aro or 
tnei!" c i t i zens, f o!' i nto tbeir bands is CO!ll!.- itte.d the bappi

neas , secu:ri "t s , and lif e of tbe pcoplo. 

1ttartin Luther, 11Tllc Libert~· of a Christian I1an, 11 

Luthe.I' Pr i rter, translated r ro:ii Go.:rman by Albe1•t Stoinlauaer 
(boiu.-nbie, s . c.: Survey l>c.bliotrl.t1i! Co,11pany, c.1917t, P• 20. 

2: arti n Luther, "The Lar5e catecb1s , 11 Tr1.•··lo~ 
Concordia.: Symbolical D9oks of tile:!::!• Luthe~il 
(st. Louis. :!-!O.: Conr.:or,::tui Pu5'1Iiti1n, :rouse, 1921). P• 623. 

I, 1,c.-6 
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r .. uther ::-eaoona toot if tho :·overnment can conpel 

c1t1ze12::i o beaz, spa :r and. ueu1pons and ·mount rampart3 1n 

time o:r war ., ;71,.1ch !.lo e a~ li 1ey have the rir:ht to co:npel the 

peopl e t o se11d t hoi1~ chil dr en to scl.ool. !r~io, too, is e. 

SO?'t ot· mi:r.f.'a:re ., o~l y ·t h i fl b e:l:ic t-1a.1od a c.::a1n~t the dov1l. 

It. is t bc ' evil •s purpose to @.ake a ~roup 0£ i BOorant peopie 

out 0.L Oz»l any and t t1en do :-1i t h them as he plcaoes. l'ztoe.oh• 

era, cur a tes, :Jcr:J.bea, phys :!.cians, end schoolmllstel"'s are 

nece"1s f'Y an.' dee. e:-e.tly needed, 11w"Qeref'ore let ij&g1atrates 

l ay t h S l:'7: t i l , ::;:.i tc, heo.r t and lot t l1om keop a vigilant look

oi1t; a nd:, \1?h ,1ncvez, thoy see a promisin;; lad, havo h.Lji. . 
"" 

pl odr .scJ a.!; t:5ch,ool. '' 
,:> 

uthc:r1 2 l et lier to lllector• John of Saxony on ?lovembei-

22, 1526~ 3tctea t hat tho elector not only has the riaht to 

co, pcl stn 011ts ·i:o attend, but ho hu.s, likeuiae, t l1e risht ✓ 

to co ,.,:.>e· the pc-opl G to support scb.ools and parishes. 

Luther re&!'::. t r..a. t i i' {;he youn;"· e.Pc no:?loo-:;ed and aI'G not 

trai11ad 11 the l and uill be filled w1 t h wild, loose-11vil1g 

peopl e . r due2 t ~on i s i mportant for the maintenance of law 

and order e.nd if t ~e to~ns and villa~es do not support sohoola, 

t he olec to1•# a s supx-em.o ·:ua rd1an, ha s the richt, and duty 

.3s a1:,uel Pa r ker, "Elementary Schools of Religious 
Purpose G. The . e.for ::ntion, 1' Tbe Hi~at-ory or I•.odern Elemon
fi&I':£ :lr.d1., oa tion (Boston : Ginn and Company ;-the 1.\thenac;wn 
reas, c.191~), P• SO. 



26 

to .1'ol:'c"· -=· •,,,,.. p"'o ~·1 
"' u ... "' .I"•· 

l:. 
to ~upport education. 

Deoau.so ol' hi s - ·v1~wa e.s atatod a.bovEi• "Luther must be . 
roooc i z ,;d. a..o th.o .,/11-.s·t moclern re!'ormer to advocate compuJ.-

5 V 
aory ec1ucQ·tio • 11 The ri;;ht to a0loct und train leadora in 

sch.ools mrn a l ... cady unocl by t h a Chu1•ch i11 pre-. oi'or;,1ation 

daya. ~- i l. Luthex,11 the a.utho:vit.r. however. uas also Given 

to t h o :Jta ,, • 

B • .l.i!duca.tion is to be for 

~·!ol£ar ot Onui-ch and State 

The :.wo .~I' t ,~casona.» t-1bicil were alwasa p~o it1ent in 

Luthcl" ' $ .r.im.i · o .. t l o ,, ain tenance of :icl'1oola. ~,ei"e ti.le 

nol iu•e o · iih Church .c.ml tho n oodG of t'10 Sbato. Oi' tbeoe 

two, iii ere i :J no quo:-it i on but that Ile thou;~ht t;;1at the :-~oat 

ir:1p .:>l:'ta11.f; ~ducat' 011 w,u.1 sp:i.1 .. i tual, to nm.Ito saint::, ·out of 

s i nner-3 11 t c l"oo·t or e life to tile dying, a nd to change the 

servaut s "~ the devil .tnto children of' Cod • 

. Re s )ons i bili t;y ror education ia divided eqw:ill,1 betHeen 

Ollllroh and D·ta. t o /!oz, ·t he:2.r .utual wel1"arc. . The Ohurch llC.s 

powoi• over thin .. ,s divir1e and s p iritual and the Stete ovGz- tho 

thin::;;s :t!Utoria l. Do·th &l"e divl nely ordained. Doth o.t"e 

I 
:.&-~!s.r :lus E1,uce, Luther as 0-11 Educator . (I-linnee.polis. 

Minn.: Au..,slJurg Publishin rouse. Cel.92UJ, p. 198. 

S1-"rG.:doriok •by. "Fl"otcstant Eduoat1ona.l Rel'o~1ers. 11 

The Developr.umt ot ~:.oderr" Eaucat1onf :r.;ev1ssd ed1.t1cm. 
lliew York: ~rontfce-Maii, Ino~, c. 952), P• 72• 



co11cerno~ !'or tho wel !'c.t-o or r~a.n. Both 11re a !sa.rt or Oocl1 s 

~eat ::;ovo1'"11!l1ent f;nd both arae n0oosaa ry. They are to work 

in c001>erntior, t-1itb on.a anot her. 'J.'hc chare e and responsib il

ity :'i.s equally dividec.l since both aro aooountable to C--od and 

e.1'"e a part 0£ !I:i.o : ovei•na nce. i 'h&I'ef oro, t he:, both ha vo a 

charr;e to aduca. •,e the whole r-ta n . body and soul. The two 

!'tulctioua aro ept cleo.~l y ceparate,. There ie, nowevcn."• no 

t ho,1ght or :::ecularil.'::atio.11 tmere t he s t ate bas :10 obl1gati on 

t owar d the Chu~ch and t ho Chu~ch in no way 1nt luenc~~ 

State. Rsthev., both nr e to caF~Y out their £unction2 f or 

the eood o"" the other. Upon th1.s baois, Luther could enl.:i.st 

t he belp o!' the d t s t e i u educating tho youna, not only fol" 

its own · ol!'are., lmt alao i .. o'!" tho 11el1'a.1•e of the Church. 

It t•;a.:; i mperat ive that t be .State do oomethin1:; to .roster 

c,;ucation, £or at tho t i 1ne or tho writin ; of his senuon on 

the " Duty o.: Sending Children to ·schoo.111 in 1.$30, Lutho.r 

est:1.nato,, th.a. ii i n s a.xon;r alor1e there wore about eigh teen 

hundred pa~ishe~ and t here were scarceiy ei3ht hu..~dred 

pa&tora to tal<e c a l:'e or them. IIe feared that 11' the pl"inces 

in part i c1.1lax• die~ not see t~1at both preparatory ochools and 

universities woI'e properly mai!1.tai:ned t ~ore would bo such a v' 

lack of oduos.ted oersono that one p1.u:1tor ,1ould have to be . ~ 6 
a:rnianed t o 't h reo 01• .rom" c1 ties. Schools wore an abooluto 

~ •lartin Luther. "Sermon on the Duty- of Sond1ns Children 
to School•" Luther on Education • . translated- bJ P'. Paintor 
(st. Louis: ConcarC1I'a Pubiioblna House. 1889J, P• 239• 
Bei-ea1'te Z' 1•ef e~i"ea to as ns ei,non on Sondi ns 0l1ildr•e,n t o School." 
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n&oessi t y t'or. tho Churcb, says Lµther: 

Whon s ohoo:i.o pr os;.,or• tllo Ohu'l'oh remains rightooua o.nd 
he~ doct rine pure •••• ~oun5 pupils and atudenta 
fll"O the aoell encl source or tb.o Church. If wG wero 
de~d ,rhen cc uculd c ai10 our cucc0saors. 1£ not i"rO!il 
soi ool s? li'or tb.E> aeke 01" tbo Church 1,e 1mst have and 
r.i i n taJ.n C:hJ1:lstian ~ohoo1::;. I 

' A r e.t h e2~ int e r oatine; oora::ientary is given on Luthe~• a 

cb!lcem ... o... ti o t1e l i 'a :ro 1'or t he 011uFch late 1n hi:: 11.:f'e in 

a lettera wr:1. tto1 t o E.1. r,; G s ·t,av or S1:-1eden. dated .~pril 18. 

1539. I n i t Lutb.e1~ hopes that tbs !rtna: 1;iill liave tile youth 

eduaatoc1 i;--. th s o oolo and tr.:du.ed .for the Cilu:-oh . Re 

utl"eaaos t e ... ct t ne.t tho Kine bimaelf' sbould be well 

enou5h oduca toe t h.at ho mit1bt judge 1"o~ b1r:1sel.1' and not l'Gly 

t\pon othorn . L uthe1• hopoc that he will bavo tl e :;outb. wained 

toz- ~eirvi.c in ·tl~e Onu1"oh, "For- over a.Yld a.bovE> tho acklinia

tl"ation of ... t':fairs oi' ata.te, it is tbe hi ·• est and greatest 
. 6 

tas?t or t ldn?;s to ful'ther the Ohrio"iiian ociuso. 11 

Thou b L,uthe1" ;as v:1 (1,o~oua .1,1 his pztonounaements 1:or 

education 1n bohalf of tbe Chuxeoh, ho 1-1as .fully as detem1ned 

in his c on.ccr.n. for the t-1el!'are o~ the 3to.te. In his nLetter . 

on Reh.alr o.1' Sohoolc, 11 he ste.tes ths:t though there wero no 

aoul, heaven or holl., but only civil govorruncnt, education 
~ 

would st!ll be nooes3ary in order to pztovide £or the otate 

7p•. Fai 1te1•, Luther on Education (Concordia Publ.ishin.g 
House, 1889), p. 132. -

8Alfred Jo?'•-enaen. "Sweden," Iartin Luther Re1'or:1or S!£_ 
the Ohw:-ch , t1~ansla ted by aonald !. • Jousen from Danish into 
Enz].isb (Minneapolis: Aue abur0 Pub11abin House. c.19S3). 
P• 201. 
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Bkill1'ul rulers . The anoiont llomans and Greeks did iih1s 

Withou·t VC:i.t1. :now:tna tbat the· g ovorru,1ont ,1as ordained of 

God. But oL'l"lco the z•ulors now know that civil government 

is e. dl.v:t.ne o x•-li.cu:u~ce. bow uch ,:10:re ou5ht they to educate 
. 

tho .routb i n e. Ohx-: stian nan.nor of rul1nc;. 

I!' t he ,.., t.,,J;c nr., :!.eats t0 ocluoate itc youn .. ~. it will 

reaul t in s. .[.;ov ~r..ment 1~u.lecl by tho atro.ag.,. QC.d tbe weo.k 

Will s f £er . D .. ct~toron11, o.nd t ,1ran:ny t'lil.l result. Tney 

Wi ll r ule o.a \lll<l ::m i -1alo with clt.tba end i'orce as t heir l aw. 

~·or wn re oluiJ-J.a.w pxaev.ail.s, thsrc 1'1111 surol:, be found 
at l as t a bru~al condition ot society, the stron£ 
t:rx•ann:l.~l. ~ o-vc.r tho wea~t. irlo llave o.:,an11-:>lee enou.::;h 
before our eyes to show us what sbeer physical force, 
wit l oti~; utado1,1 o r re&son, ~1ould do.':I 

i::duoa t._on, t s neccoou1";y f or the .aintenan.co· of law G.ud justice. 

Tho1•ei 'or a., the Stc.te lu::t see to it that c hancellors, 

socJ:>o·li:1.!."ioo~ ,juc" e os , nclvooat es, notS:r:les, and so f'orth o.re 

eclt1cnted t o a clr.d:i::.s t1,ote the la,,. Luthe? ?'ominds th.0 .e.yol's 

11nd ~ot c i ls: 

Tho iol taro of e city does not eoneist in g~eat trca
:.iures, fizalll ualls, baau.tit'ul houaes,• and munitions or 
we.rs; j_l'lde d where all th.ose aro i'ound, and reckless 
L'ools come into power, th.e city suota.ins th.a greater 
"njury. Du t the hi ~ est welfare, safety, aad power or 
e. city eo~'lsis•ts 1n s.ble, lea~ned, wise, uprlc;ht, 
01...l•i.ivato i c itizens., who con socm~e, llresel'Ve, and 
utilize over y treasure and adva.ntuge.~O 

9r.uthe%'1 "Sermon on Sending Children to Sohoo1," P• 24$. 

10i~art1n Lutller, 11Lottor to the 1-;ayol'a and .a\ldormen of 
all the Oitiee or GE>n11any in DE>hal.f o.r Olir1st1an Schools,n 
Luther on Eduoation, translatod fr~~ German b7 F. P~inter 
(st. Loufo: Oonoordia Publishinz Houao. 1889). P• 180. 
Heroa.rter r ofexar od to al:! 0 Letter on Beh$lf' 01' Sch.oo1s·. n 

,,, 



JO 
c . Ci t izens have the J)uty to 

Coope~a t e with Civil ~ulers 

At t he oame t i r,1e tha t Lutbo
0

l' rorllinds the ruler s of their 

oblige t i on to oduca to the y oun. ,, ho aluo admonishes the c1 t1zens· 

to cooper eto with t he I"ille11 1:1. !Io coc,1pla1ns that everyone is 

1n e. c.;r ea.t hur1"'y t o Diake a 11 ving, "Ale duerf'te Gott und die 

Ch1,ist anheit lteiner i,'>far.r-herren, t>rediger, Soelsorger, umt die 

lleltliol:e Obrigkei t lcei.na r I-tm1zler, keiner aethe, keiner 
11 

Schzse!b01, lilohi."'. " l n h is 11Sc.lrri1,~n on Sond1ng Cb.ildl'mi to 

School., i; Lu tl·u~r oncou.:rages the pa.rents to train their s ons 

!'or c~.vi l da tie~. 'l'hey should think of the .::;zteo.t 'bene!"'it 

that c omes t~u•oo.;jl service in t:he tJOVerru,,ent. The goverDD"te.nt 

protec ~s b ccly and 111'0, wif'e and chilcll'en, and homes 1'rom 

m'Ul"de1"ers ru1d e:., em1eo. Ile aaks, 11Who oan express t bo i rl'l."leas

urable bene.f:l t a o~ pea.oe? Uou muoil 1·~ it1ves and saves every 
12 

Yeal'. 11 Par-ents vt....# t tp think or their sons as n1essonaeJ1D 

and a postl es o~ the empa~or. Civil ot'.1'1ce is an opportunity 

to bring t h t-01.1 1 one • s life a ~ank-offorin(s to his God for 

the :.mny b l e s s:i.1:,gs be has reoei ved. 

Cit izens are to cooperate -w1 th contributions and to.xos ,,. 

tor- educ ation. ~ver :;oae is willing to pay :ror protection 

llJ.iartin Lu the11, "Luth ers So~1ft vo-:it Krieg Hider die 
i'uerl<en, 11 netoz-mations Sohr1.1'ten in, Saem.,utlioha Sollr11"~en. 
edited by Jonn G. ~;aicb est. Louis: Concordia Pubiisb1ns 
House, 1690), xx, 2136. 

12Luther, "Sermon on Sond1ns Ohildx-en to School•" 
P• 21~7. 
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&&a1n.a t t he r url-ta. ua'"'s, and i'looda, th1np;s that may harm 

th.c bod , u"· · 1 ey ou 0h t also oc just ao desh'"oua to suppol't 

· edwc&tion . !bo_e ono wo l cl a ive a .florin to cloi'Ond bi .. 1sel.t 

a • .,ainat tho Turlrs , Lt th l " i.binks be our•h t to 51vc a hundred 

flor i ns t o 1)%" .. tcct the people a,,,..e,:.tnst i {tu.oranoe, for oven. if 

Otll.y one bo 1are t a.U5ht to be a t?"uly Christian c:ic.n, it 

woul d be wot .. t it. ·Jhat a cSOO<i Cl:u•istiuu man. can do is woll 

worth e co .. t and i i,s value i.>e:,01'1 , computation. In his 

"Let Gar on Bcha.J.r or Sohoolo," he u1 .. i teo: 

I i' ~,e l\lust em.nually e 1,end 1a1•gQ sums on musl:ats., :-oada, 
bz,iclr~eo, clQQs , 1m t he like, 1a ordo?' that tbe city m.o.y 
havo e1•1po~"al r.,eace and comfort. l·1hy ohould ue not v· 
appl• o.o ,mc ll to our poor, ne lected youth, in Ol"dQr 
th t ·1e ,i~ay have a skillful ool-lool-master OI' tvo?l::S 

In su: ·:· 1•y, Luther aallcd upon tll.e State to enfo1"t00 

educati on "."or thf.l wal!'e.r e of all. The Sta te could do thi::: 

air,oo i ii i: c Cl'"<ic:tned of Ood with the i-eapc,11aibility to 

)rov:tdc f or _ ts citizens. 'l'llia concern i'or the Stato called 

ro~ ~he r eci rooal oupport of its citizens. 

1 3;:,uther:. 111.:.ottor on Behal& or 6choo1s," P• 174 . 



CllAPTBR V 

11. ~L
1eaohing :i.o a Function of the [1!n:ts te:rial Of:floe 

I n 1.l!a 110cr:non on Sendi11
1 

Ch!ld.!'t:>n to School," Luthe:

nnl:c:; • re. .. h r c:1.-: rGllonsive:; list o-r t ho duties 0£ the 

pas Lo~, - ! .1L1.:lch tco.ci i n t,; l1ao ac i : ~portant 01n3>haois: 

I lJ;ne 1,c.o .:,t] . cor1_o!'t the s ol"rowing., r:;ivea cou.."l ... el, 
llct "'l s di~f1ol lt ".ea., o ... l e:u:, distP-c.1bod oo.nacier..ces, 
h 11, 0 ::o • lata1n poece., to G.ppease., to reo,:)no::.le., and 
..:.1 t • 10£' \lut o,. :1 thout nu ,bcr; t'or a px-eachor onn!"1r1~ s., 
a Yl"vr.;:- :ie s ., a nd 01:.pport 1111 authority, all tamporo.l 
P uc , , ov ... rzu1 :~o sodi t .. ouc., teo.c b.e::1 olJedienco., iol'al
it~, ~nc .ipl ino, e <.l b.onoi•• and ~i vea instruc t ic:i in the 
<lut1 oJ • • ort:.\i in. _, o fathoro., motbors., c tiil l!ren., :;e r vanta., 
a n ln a. •., d t o a.11 other s eculn.:- rol:it,.oo a o~ lit'o.J. 

, e Gt?'c:.1a upon teaclll. z and instruot1~,'l a.nd tb.e 

u1 o r-ocpc ~he. ' t h s o enco.ipas..:. Kis toacbinR covers tho 

er"ti1a aro , oi' •1~a!'l ' n :;:z,oxi.:te oe. '.t'be 1natruot1.:>n io ,mide . 

l'&lovran · o o.11 of l :J..fe, .'lh:lle:: r ... uti1er in wze! tin:,:; the sermo:i 

no u:":ubt 1-re.n c h.i o_ly 001100:-nod about tile s horta,...13 0£ pasto:.."'D 

and tenc :iel:' in tho Cim_ ch• he 11J.ao a'iiatos th.et t'1e netor s 

well O.E: :&. oz• ·ho b nefi t oi' l;i e Gbu,rch. 

Past l" does th.e Stetc a r oet serv:1ce. "in tl1at ho 1ni'or:ns 

1I!LU'tit1 Luther. 11 Sormon on 
to School.,~ Lu.tb.o:' on Ea cation. 
(st. Louis: conco?t'ara ubiloh!n 
B&rosftor rai'orrcd to as 1'Serillon 
School.'' 

tb.e Duty of Se ndint , Cb!l ·r en 
t ranslated bf F. Pni ~ter 
ifouso. 1889). P• 220. 

on Sandin~ Children to 
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ClD.d i~1,..t1.•uc t:i u1.l cJ.aoDe::: h.o-:-.r they a!'a to dischar e tho.tr 
2 

vnr:to\l.G .Ju.; ·.os :l.u a. l"rif!llnl.?r accc_ tublo to ..,od. 11 

'l1ho · cc. heGt to11ch:tn15 i'unctio11 ot 'I.he 1'11nlsteriel o1'1'1ce 

1::3 tllo tee.chi n(; ,0_ the ! o~<.l of God ancl to :ne!ce imovr.~ the 

,ra..y o_ s alvution, t h?>ou:.,h Ohl"':l.:::t. The pasto::-s a.::-e the 
11
spiz,ltue.l !'t1.thGr.:1" or tllo 1:,oople who govo1"n rand r,u1dc tilG!r.. ., 

by t:bo ,,o_ ... · o.~· Oc <l • ;J Sy the o.t•1•1ce of ·t h o ministry souls 

Citl:?..l.f t 1.1.,.·hi; , C Ol'l.VO?.ted, baptized, brou:-;hi; to Chl"'ist • 
. • nc?e !,lca.:e d , r edeemed f rom s111, death., :toll., ami the 
dovil, n.. d C0!10 to per.f'ec·t ri5bteouaness and eter1!al 
l :lJ.'e in heavon. :lao: .ol :11011 sa;ls: 11They tne t teae. 
otl:, 'l ... s s 10.ll ailino a s tho b:rie~1.tness o~ the .1·1.nus. .ent: 
& . · tihc.~, tho.t tu· n t1nny t o ri1:,htoous11ass, a s tile ot~rs 
!'ot•ovor aLl" eve:r" ( .Dan. xii.3) . L;. 

'.:.'ho l:i :::i1 e::itee.m i n W:'i!cll Lutbe1• hold the teachin., of. 

tho '·/or, l of: Goel is :lll.ust:rntod beautifully in h!s p a.1 .. aphl"3SG 

of tho .•'ou t;} :a:>eti ~i.on: 

t :lve Thy 1:., ..; c~ to ulJ. proachoz•~., tl?.a.t tbo_ r.·ay preach 
Th., ,·Jo:i:-d a.nu Chl'.'is.;, to p::-orit anc l,alvaclon, ir.i. all 
~i e ,Jorl t" . Help 11 wb.o i>car tbo 1.>reaohi,1~ 0£ ~ y 
~-roru to J.es.vn Ch.ri3t., and honestly to bettor thi er lives 

i:i.o.I"o • Gr&e5.ously dri vo out e£ tl:la Iioly Chu1~ch al.l 
str.an e : roachin and teac :.ing £ro. , which :nan do not 
l c:.t.r!"!. Christ. ..ie.vo . crcy upo1~ all biahop n, priests. 
cler _;y end ~ll t i1at a re in. nutl:lority. that tbey . 07 be 

2 r b icl. -
31,m1.'ti ... Lutllor., "Tbe Lar(;o Oateoi: ia ... ," 1'r1 •:lot Conco1"d1a: 

T~e '-':t.mbo.li ,,a.l f}~oko o:f t he n:v. Lutheran Oburch Hit. Loula1 
Conco.r>d!a :euo1i shing }louse, I'921) • P• 627. 

4tutheza., "Sor,non on Sendlng Chil ron to ..,ohop1,," P• 225. 
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enl..:. ··h t ened b y Thy Gl'"O.C~ to toa.ah and r;overn us ar1 -:::ht 
by procopt and exa~ple.~ 

fho 1ilJ. of' Ood i s done c>n o a:ztth aa in heaven b y the correct 

lio2.cbir1!; of.' t i1e ! 'o.;"C1 oi " fJod , wi.i ici iB tile dutJ -:,'£ e veza:, true 

m:tnistet> 0£ t he :,10 1•d . 

T: u II tho t aaeh:i.n o1, t he Word or Cod tor tb.e sa1 ,ration 

of oian -D t ;.a n ost i r.1 0 1 .. iat1t 1unct!oa i n the niil1:7.otoria.l 

o1'flco . Con noctod t-ii t t t his io the te.mporal bene.1'1t w~1icil 

t he pre.l. 1 :; of. t ho Word af!.'ords i1lil11e 

B . 1.t'ho P~ato).') bas :leapo11.sibilit3 to &100ur3_._:e 

£ l1.1cat:lon and to Instruct Ria People 

'1oali:i .:.u _: t hat t l1e teacni n.c:; .i'm1ct:i.on is en i mpo1'"tant 

part o t h lii ~.i..11.to t or l al oi'i'ice, tl1o pastor :i!.Uct do ell in 

his poucr l;o c.rn.ooura ~-s educa tion &t'ld to i nstruct his people. 

'. J:.. t t he !10 .o tt,: .. t t he p .. sto1~s would oncouracre education:, 

Luth 0 1, ·1ro t e i i3 11 3c 1"'..non on ;,;ending Children to Sollocl." 
6 

It is &d .. · r e es ed s p&cif:tcally nTo all .Paa to:rs and Freecilers. 11 

Lut her is as 1c.11nr t ile!i! t he ser,non t·.:ihir,h I.le h1.n3el!" has g:,reacll-.... 

ed "f'ton i n tho hope t hei. the:; will paas on the se?"laon to 

the people e nd encourage t be,, to have the1=- ch::.l 11•en eduea.tecl. 

Ici t,he s1:rce1al :!nti"oductoey note to tbo se!':!!.on , the pastors 

!>i-,a:rtin Luthor. 1:.1._ Brie.:..• E:plar,ation 0£ tlle :I'en 
Co~d!'leata , The Creed, and the Lord ts f-1,.a,rer, 11 !·Jorl.s 21. 
.~s.rti11 r..utuer. tro.nslatod r,y c. t-1. Je.coba ( .·biladclphlai: 
1Uhlen·. r &, .t')ress. c.1943), III, P• 380. 

6Lui:.heza, rrs0l'&lo11 on Sa:1din:~ Ch11:!ren to School,." P• 217. 

V 



are admonished to sreater zeal ~or tae eduoQtion of the yoW1£~• 
m• I .. nay i:. 1.ould not t t1inlt t hat thia is ao responsiblli.tJ oi' 

the:lr1 s .. Thoy have ~ d i rect l"espo1l3ibili t y to encoul•a.n·e 

PQX"ento to aen t; :io1r nllildren to school 1'or the wel!'are of 
1 

Oh'W'cb o.nd Stut e . 

I n :lo p1 0 a ce to The Sroall Co.tochiao. Luther n.~dise&sea --==---------------
opee S.f:.cal l;r ho psnto!"a and preachcrc. Ul"•-1n~ them to 1c• 

strcc .. tho.:.r pe opl e . Ha h" ~ juet viaited so .a o~ the parishes 

e.nd is s AOCl{oc.l E~t the deplorable oondi tion which exists . 
11,, ,. 

u1e como on poople., e s pecially in ti1e villa3es., have no 

!t1 01.~lod/,e wba tever of' Cllristian doctrine, and ala.a& many 

pcs torc Z:-• .re l 't::, ·ethe1• inca1la.'blo 2.nd 1nco,11petent to toacb. . 
8 

• • i c t ·- · _ ::.ot l'C ' f ault and r;u1lt tl1at tl1.e people do 

not ltnou 'iiha £ur1 lents.l Chl'istia.n tNths. Luther entreats 

them thut t h y evota ti emselves to their o.f1"1co a.ml uso t~1is 

cutecl:lisi11, which he hao prepar ed to teach the pooplo• espec-

t hile _.J!£ Larr-;e Oateoh1om tla:J intended :fol' ell, it was 

i n pa1,.tict1l::tr to onahle the leos-eduonted pastors in the 

villar;e ~· _d ount 1 .. y to do juot:tce to their office. In the 

lonr:: l'" 1 c-cf ·,c to ~ Lart70 Ca.teobisr.-,, Luthor uirects his 

ad~on:ttio,-i n 1:o all Christ!ans, but es_ ec1ally to all pastors 

7tbid • ., passim. 

~ ie.rtin Luther., "1'be Small Catechia~n," ~1;;-:lot 
Concardia: Ti .. e ::>:,- ibolioal Books of the Ev. Lutheran Church 
(st. Louis: conaordin Pub1lsh!ns7lous'e,--r92i), P• 533. 
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and proachc, .. ~., t hat they should daily exerc!ae thomaolvec in 

the co.tccll i:l.,!., ,!h i oh :ls n shor·t sumtie.ry and opito1.110 or the 
9 

cntiro Iiol:, 3criptn1 .. 0s ., 11 He i'urtilor urc;ca the pastor3 ncvo?-

to tire c,f • e·r:tewin:·., mc<.li tet1ng, roadinr.;, ancl studyinG• In 

oi~del:' t o tench tne doctr1nos., they will thet,13elvos have• to 

be well a c 1t~:tntecl ~,1th. them. It is neoeosar,y tllat the 

pastor- k aep u o conat&1n1: study or the catechism tor one 

can nov • r o.x aust a}.l hnt io to be lea1,nod .fr:>t11 this o t'lEi · 

bool:. 

Sound pedot:to ,,!cal principles of p1•eaentation, illuatra

tion., a n s.;ipl 1.oe.bility ,;u•e to be part of the pastor's 

i nntructi o• • IL pnator ·~uat not onlJ havfl the s?rill o:r Ol"G.tor.1 

and .. ~horiiut1on, but th0 al>ility to t~ach also. Luther 

aug_.ootn · ,hen l::he pastor treats a su.bjoct tbat he sil~l!ld do 

t he !'ollm•Tin{;: 

First set it forth. t h0n define it; third, adduce 
paseaees of ~cripture in suppo~t or it; Eourth, 
illust1"ate it with e:·e.mples £r:>f'l the l31ble and olso- ir 
whe1 .. e ; t'if'th., ado,;;-.11 :i:t with pare.blos; sixtil. adrd.nister 
:>epr o3f t o the :i oJ~ecl, t be disobedient, the alcthi'ul, 
and ol:hers .l.O 

Thus., we soo that tb.e pastor by vi:otue of t he .n1:iisterial 

oi'i'ico haa ras9onsib3.lity ·to his people. J-Io r:i ust encoura·;e 

91.ertin Lutllo:ri, " The Laree Cntoahiinn, Tl"ip:lot 
Concor di&; S~ibolical Book or tho ID!• Lutheran Church 
(§£. Louis: oncordia 'Fiil>!iiliins Iiouse, 1921), P• !)67. 

lOPreserved Smi t.h. ~no Li£o and Letters of Martin 
Luther (:Net~ YoI"k: ?.ou _hton i-ifi"i'I1ti"'1!0:.1pany, J.ffi), P• 187 • 
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hie peopl e t o oduc~~o their youn;J tor the welf&re oE tbc 

Church and ci vil :;over nment, e..11.d ho i.n,ist hlmcel.J:' be able 

to 1notruc t thea l n th o t~utho ot t ha llol:, aoripturos a a 

t hey apply to the -culnr cnlling and spiritual lire of the 

Chziiatia.110 



Cl~P.l'I::R VI 

I n l!l°f:J ., i u :;ho p:rtor,,:u."e<l tho ,,'or:iml4 .. ·l!as11e J!! Commmic-nla 

1n ,i. au :- -~ m•- -. :t.cJ :10 llt;m.,:::, o£ a-i o ~10n n ao., %'e:; w1n:; 

tbo ct> ·(;ct!.o.nuble 1· :1tu:. o and L."ota1n1ne tbooe that wcro .ood 

cnti ·p 'i,, • ~h.\J ,.,'or-. ula ~::loGo.a t'0m1nod 1n I .. 3t1n beoc.usc that ....... . . - -

ac , :.. · to_,1oc~l0 l v. & _."Utl(!;O ct . the 1,1.luPoil. Lutlx>P., '1a.::ovo~., 

OU e:.;t · (l ~I.le ve •,u.culul' G01 "ilOUCi c.~d VG11nUCUlal' by,:nc be 

UOOd 1 . ' o DO \lieo,, tbu:,., .ldr~ tho uoi."ob!p 010;.""o 11"lo0n1nf'.,1'ul 

anu \::,e ou. ::. •. ~- · or iii o .oc,;~ n poopl.e • 

· :az,tl booo.1 c o: ·o ,ul~t' i-wo ... uost, and partly becau.oo 

ho 'JJ.a 1 .. J t o :,~;.;e 'c.ihe aa1,vico a t:i.ll motto suitable to con·:re

r,11-v1on.n::J. lJClrt:toit at:.ton, ~utbc:::- d·re>w up tllo !>eutscbe t~eeae 1n 

152.S. I wac ao<. n , Ill"& lite.rnl tranolut1on 0£ tllo b1at01'• 

a via o. 'Ibo 1or&ls aa.1 mu.o S.o 11000 t~1 tton and 

ohoson ws:. th !)Ol''ii:'!.oul::u" a t tont1~n von t o brine; ae?'oaa tho 

GeI'. . .,cm. :1 ~o:;~. :?oed oay:1 of th· tJ,. "PG1•_ bin O,utboi:} tho 

music c.:;; Ul- l oa •i;i:::o to.rtt, ,,as . bo bo •o1ne :reohte doutaobG 
l 

axat. ' ti '.:."o e.se1o ·:; ~ii.. 1n t ills d~l1oa to work, he oallod 

Bugonnacon an l JonaG to h1n a.id. The E.lootox- sent him John 
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Wal th l" a.ad Conl"ad Rt1pf'i' to help 1..'"l Wl'i tins tlla ltlUaic of 

the sarv i ce. 2.'ho o:rader 01· GOl'iliOE> which tlley pl'oduced wao 

not 'i.!l~ £h .. st t o ~ppocr. but ib ourpaaaed nl1 othci- a.tte,11.pts 

booauso o!' tl e ~o .cc - ou:-:1 ef'i'o!."t not just to me.kc a. lit~Pal 

Ger.ai.an t1 .. ansl a t 1 011 of wo1 .. da a.ad :uu~1c, ,::ut actually to 

·ez,,,.e.n:..z t:l the eec vice t o sucb. an oxtoz:\t that lt .. ! ellt be 

.L""e_l t "' 1 ~ b ... h l ... ~l"a a.,cc, , " e •orr&1non peop e. Tho people could ow 

feel t ha t t ilim t-1C£s tl1eir se.rvico. !i.'hey could put thom:Jolves 

into r.zac and u<.:H::m:t ,11tful par-tici pet1on~ Once again. we see 

t.ow t h i. e conoe1"n t or.> tbe people had great pedof·o13ical va1uem. 

Ll ·i;ilo:ra ooa::,iclel"ed he Hcrsh:1.p aervice a Vi!lluc.ble • . eans 

or ··11nt "Ltc t ·· cm.. Tho · wo?t.sh:i.1, ncl'v1ce wa.o a means o'£ instruc

t i on par- t i c:ulllr-l.y .ror- the yo1m~1 and the non-cn1ris tians,; 

hoi;e,,er, i. .; :1::is e l s o .ro1• tile C~is tian in as fcu." aa he. iioo. 

was a sinnex• and ln need ot s tre11atnening. In hia .pz-cfnco 

to t h.(;t JJe •·i..~ci'.o i.ieooo., Lutlleis writes., 11 ~Je :u,ed auob O?'dE>Ps --- ------
fo1• libo.:.0 Hilo 0:tti'ler must at1ll beoone Ob.ieisticms or neacl t;o 

2 
be &at-en~t ,1onod •••• 11 i\1:.-;ain. speakine; or daily service·: 

"1'hio i s whe..t I nave to say con.corning the d::?.1ly Sorv1ce and 

the t -achi 3 of God's Hord., which is pr1&1aI'ily for the tr&i~-

1116 of the yonnJ and tho ennoUl'ar.;oment or the simple•minded. 
3 

• • •" Tbi ~ pedai:;o~ioal auar.eness io found throu,sb~et 

2 ta1•ti n Lu·tnar, "Deutsche I-.esse and Ordnune C.!',ott1a 
Diensta., 11 The hiladeli;hi:l .ai!tlon., translated by A. Stobll.e 
(Pbiladelphhu 1 ·ufiion orz t'reos, c.1932), VI~ 171. 

3Ibid •• P• 18,S'. 
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Luther' EJ di s c ooi n of ·t he oroor ot sorvioe. Rood., co.;wientin ~ 

on Lutho1'" ' s views 01· wo ?>ehip in tho Deutsche -:es:le., .,ui!te:i: 

tbia s ta I; 111cn·· , 11 'Xhe peda•-o,s1oa1 sp1i-1t is ovident throu !h-
l1. 

out." 

Bo ~.'.:1e ~ rvice bas Grea t b!duas tional Devices 

Lutha:.;-. cr hapa gave h1a greatest oontr1but1on to 

WOI'a i p tlu'",n: . :h th.0 uoe 0£ tho oon:3retJ8,tione.l :Jons 1n th.e 

ve%"nacul:::r>. Tho vcrne-.culB.l' song was a powei--f ul t!!O&ns o:r 

t he tru .t or thll Gospel~ lit wao nn eduoatio.ua.1 

dovico . T . t~e:, . icldl e o.1~es, t ho liturw 1-,as sl..'1ost enti,"oly 

1,0 .. t l"icted t tho oelebro.nu ancJ the choiv. Tho con 1_s'r"Gt";a~io n 

Jo:nau : .. onl-· ci .'eu ot t he r osponsea i n tb.e vern:lcular. 

!3oc,m c h ;_-.000,.,nizod tho educe. 1;,nal devotional value oi' ✓ 

liy.-:ma. u i:i:~ol'" vcl":i oerly, perhaps in 1523. sot about tr-.ms

lEtiiin ~ and co, ,posinc by411cc i n to th~ (Joza~an lo.ni•uage. It is 

not def'i it "ly i.:."lor.,m how . miny h~ ins ho co ,11>osod. There e.ro 

th_rt:,- s i : o's t hiriiy-aovcn conorally aoc?-ibed to h!J:l. 

f hrouc:h L. i:J :i. 1 tores t i .'l i.ylllnB • tu thel' baa · !T.llde a •. ;rea t and 

la.a t 1na co.nt!':_bu i n to 'latter i:;en.era t ions. 'lhe n:,r)an otill 

is an i.Mpo!•·::a- !. oans £or ex z•essin~ c.nd toaohi~ the 

Oh.riotian rcsli :;ion. Da.:tnton cays that Lutboi-, r or hia 

4_ Ged, 01,. ill•, P• 77 • 

S1101a .&d a :inton, !!!!:!!, 1. Stand: A Y:!:!, .9( nortin 
Luther (Na5hvllle : Ab1nedon-Oo~esbury Preaa, ·o.1950), 
P•· .344. 
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outatandi:-,. . contribution • .• 1gbt tPU.ly be reoogn1zed as the 

6 
"t ather of co 1n;Fa 11tional sonc . 11 

·U.tbi n tho ser vice itaol1', Lutbor suggested that the 

pnator i ns t r uc t the people i n the catechism. The oateohot- ✓-

ice.l i nstruc t i on was t o be given t':ro:n: tho pulp t at a 

stated t i ;;,e or .a3.ly ac : rJ.:l b o needed: 

Fi rs";, the Ge~man Servico needs an easily understood, 
1>lo.i:1, s b 1pl e cntecnism. Catecllism moana i nstruction, 
i n whioh heetnon who want t o be Christians a.NI tau .. ht 
o.nd directed ln Hha t t hey ::hould belieVth clo, 0111ft to 
clo , e.nd :t.-ow ln the Chr i stian roliijion.-f 

Thus , L1.,:thoz> t .. a~ in ,1ind that tbo catecl ism ,.nstzauct!on a.s 

a part or tho acr·lTice :;:houl d t"t.Iake a contribution to the 

educat~onal value of t he ~orah1p. 

'l'no ,1101os 0duca tionel dovices., howeveza, ro:r Luthor 

~;ero t h.e actua l ::;_ oaLinr,; and praaohins 01' tho l-.10.rd. The 

,-ford uas t e all i.: 1portant thing and it above all should 

bo tau,..,h. t . his tcachin.. !·10.s most er.rec ti vely done 1n the 

~eadinB 0£ th less ~ns a.~d t he preachlns ot the sermon. Tbe 

sermon ad be,an n.e~eoted by the Ro:nan Catholic Church. 

Luthe:r, k owin~ th~t proachinrs had been nn l!n.porto.nt i"unot1on 

or the ea~ly Chu:i:-ch , bitouc l t it back to 1 ta r.1nht.t'ul 1 , r-oJt-, 

t,anoe. The i mporttmce of apcal!in3 tho \lord i n lesson and 

sermon ezse i mpl ied i n the Deutsche Aesset "S1nco the ch ief 

and 0l"ea t es·t a :wi of the Berv:1.co is to pN>ach and teach God I s 

1tuti.ler, nnoutache i-loss e u11d Ordnung aott 1o Diena t s," 
P• 174. 
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Word, 10 hav0 arren -ed f or sel"lllons and lessons ~a rollows. 

8 
• • •'' J.n tho i Rht ... pa~·e pamphlet, !,2n Oi-deaun,; Gottis 

D1f:>,nat .!.l!!! ~ qp~:;n~;, i 1 1$23, Luther stated very emnhat-

1oally the i l"tport:mco or 1>rea.0h:ing1 

rt is nece:ss«!r 3 to kuow, firat or all, that tho 
Ch:,:,i r t i an con,;;i'"e;~a'i;;ion n ever should assemble unleos 
~nd is :ic,rid ia r,zaaaciled and prayer

9
1a c10.de, no r.1attor 

for not b~ief & tifile this may be. 

'tie pr•~nch · n 4
, j.n orcler to be instructive, shou1d ho 

:J pl e enou ~h c~ t bet the common people could underctand. 

Luthol'" 1 s O!Jl'l a~:ii.'mons ars o!rtplc and interestinp,. They az-e 

fine o.-~·nnl os :) uha t be 1noana wben he says that sel':llons are 

to bn "it,•.nlc . C · ' 1 1 1 L tl id ... ~ , . o 1cern:Ln._ n s ot·m pree.0,1 11e;, u 1er sa : 

lien I ~re , ch ~t this place, I come down to th~ level 
o.r t ile :,e ::rpJ.e ; I do 1ot re1sard tbo doctol'G e.o.d the 
toe.oh r , ::>1' whm,1 t h cn."e are about forty in my audience, 
bu· t , or cmd f yov.n.z people• children., L'"ld servant s, ./ 
of ·;ho.,-. thct'3 n:- a hun,:rcd or a thousand; to t hcae I 
pr•e,~cb.11 to thoEie I dil .. oot lilY atten·tion. • • • To use 
Groo?-.,, lfobre1.-1, Ol ' Le tin in aermonn is i"'l&re sel£-
o.;::ul t ~ •ion , whic il is altogether out of keepi.!'l"'" with. this 
place e.nd time ; it is only oone 1n order that the poor, 
i rnor nnt l a; oople may marvel and prn1ae the preaoher.10 

Ffore 1c o;cp.PeEsed his concern that the corrunon people uncler

atnnd the :·lord . l'' rea.chil'lg is a ;-.iust. but not eny !:ind o~ 

preachi ng:, J..,01" tllo s ermons mist be ai .1ple enough so that the 

8Ibide:, P • 177• 
9r•iEu ... t1a. LuthoI", "Vo11 Ol'danur •. g OOttis Dienst Ynn Der 

Ge:110:;-ne, 11 The PhiladelEhi& Edition, translated by .A. Stoiml.o 
(PhiladoJ.ph1a': ful:iien er, . Press, a.19.32) • VI, 60. 

10John H. F~i tz. Pastoral Tneolor,y (st. Louts: 
Concordie Publishin6 Rouso. c.1945), P• 3S4. 
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majo?>i ty 01· tbe people oan unde,ttatand and leam the lesson. 

I n summary, Luther looked upon wo~sh1p services aa a 

means of inatruct.:?..on as wel1 as edi.f'ication. So that it 

mi . h.t i:>e jm.t that, he went to great ef.f'ort to malte the 

h1ato1 .. :lca.l o:r."'del'" of ~,iol"Hhlp more mo&nin3~l and understand

able for• t he people. lie &t.reased the •1cluo of tho sonf; and 

the spoalci oc; ancl proaohing of tho ~!ord as means of teachin5 

tb.o Chris •t :i.an r eli13ion. 



C PT.ER VII 

EL€" • J'J.'I Ut if.1,;'JOA 'IOU I S fO Uf; ul?I 1IBRSAL 

• Ec.1ucatlon 1tl ·tho 1· iddle Agoa 

Bo "'or o 1, co.r1 a&i,reoint e Luther• c contribution to 

uni ve.t-cal le . &nt a l"Y- oducutio 1, 1,1e t.:ust t irnt dS.3cusc tho 

li i ta~lon o · f;!lo ,r · et1.n.;; s cboola . Uout o~ the sobools 

1.n ,;ho -::tcldle .:.:~os we.,..e c.lireotly oon:ieet ed uith t he Church 

and d as thc.i.1" cbiei Ul'"!J..:Ge the I"epara tion i"'or .ser-vioe 

, ,.le tilora we o " wide vc.r ietJ o'C .:i Chool-, 

o c h. ... :, the c &h.e< r s.la pa1"oohial, monastic, bu!'gbe?', !m1 -·ht .l y 1 

on : .ullh1•udcr, l. a ctual. pr nc t i ce they proved to b e £ 0.r 

i'%'01 ~ uni vero l n:;·a t em of oduoati ·on tr~. l wllioh e.11 hoya on<i 

":i Pl ~1 cou d 0011 t'iti . T.t i s ·bx,uo tha t dul"in the d 11.rs of 

Cha_ l c: • .10 ;no , bore i:lad be en a resW'.':;anca i n ed":1011 t !. on. Tho 

re 'o:r.:is 1· !er_ he ci:trl'"iod ou-:, cluA"inc, hio lii'o "Kol"e s oon lost 

af t l'" h i::. ··1 .c.t h . :Jhor .... i l l IJoin t s ~ut t hat even the l er. th 

of l"eli;3lou .. i strue t i on deci•e Ged in ::ile oclie\lS l Ch.LLrch 

unt i l i t v:irtu,il_y aisn 5:>osrd e m.: liliu:::--:;io~l corc:nony and 
l 

symbc:linm 'too t ta l s ce .• 

-no"•-1 ~ ,. n ,_ n "'I"O'"'' ti" ti ·.e of o,ne "',0 " "' ~-h.,.. ~ ... ,,, .. t -~· •• w- L:J a., o ~;a.n,:;, .&, 114 ... ' ... - ...... ., U V ..... ... ... 

until the 'i.imo o .. Luther, t h .re 1-10.n l 'lttle provisio:- i'or 

aducati.on 1' the oo.m on ~;aople on n tmiveraol scale. 'l:bcy 

1Lew:l•· S~errill, 11• ecU.ov3l ->:,~'IJ.bols or Thou "'ht, 11 

'.i.'he .ili oe of' cn.rist1rui Educ3 ti.:>n (.New Y:ork: Hacm1llan co., 
0.19!,l;.), p; "=_31. 

V 

v 



45 
0011t1nuod to 1:1.vo in their i r.nonnco, reaa1v1n1J little 

011coura...;emont to bet iie,~ th.ei:r a! tua tion. Thooe wbo were 

enoour a ,.aed. ,ore o c o1.1x,a e4 t o prepal'e themoelvos ror 

aorvioe in the Church. Eduon t!on of a socula~ nature was not 

conoiae1-.cd l\po.rote11t. F.duc~t1on of a1zala was moat ne,clooted 

ot all. Onl.y tho ,.;ii-,la .or nobilitJ roce1vod s01110 fine 

education i hou:-.:eb.old duties., 1•eadin , writins , music, and 

polito ma~n6r~ . ~co aituetion WQS 10t equally bad 1n all 

c.i•eQo. Scme 0£ the cities had bur:!.ber aohools and tho ✓ 

~iullbr udc?• s oi ooi s wero a. 'i>l'ight 11Gfl t in eduoa 't1on of ~e 

co ion .·:an. i'bis w3s by no ..,,etms the s eaeral -s1twit:1on. 

ci nt6r SU!AS iL up in tno £ollo~ing passage: 

t,o :::onoral ei'i'ort was made to l"Gach and elevate then 
IJ;he comr.1.on peoplcu by eihlcation. '!'he &ccles1astioal 
schools wero dosi·•na ted c!lief'ly tor candidatea tor, tbe 
!>1:'1csthood; t ho, TJarochial schools :titted the ,.Y'OUD.(; fo'l' v 
c:urch •o· bership; ~he ilur3her schools were intended 
for t he c v:m~ercial and a~t1san classes or tho cities: 
lm:lr-:h lilJ educe t i on ;ave o. train1nB for ch 1 valry. T°4ua 
the l abor:tn ,, claasos were le.ft to toil on ln ignorance 
~nd waut; they remained in a dcpendont and servile 
condition, their l i ves unillumined by intellectual 
pleasures. If here arid there, ao claimed by Roman. 
Cat h ol i c ':-1?' tera, p~pulal' schools were eatabl ished• 
they were too few in nu.-aber and too ueak in in.f'luenoo 
to deserve ors than a passing montion.2 

2F. aint r, Luthor on Education (st. Louis: Concordia. 
ublishi11.~ .. Uouae, 1889), p:-).j(j. 
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B. Luthe r• a V'iew of J:i;d.uca tion tor Boys and Girls 

In con ·i;z•aDt to ;.-.iti..at hss beon said, Luther 1!la1stod that 

all cit i eo., towno., ti111d villaa es of Cc:r.illD.ny should estc.blish 

sohoolo t or- boys a nd ;-;il .. ls. :rich and poor. supported b:, 

publ ic .1.un s . As wo ave aeen., Luther not only oncouracZed 

the l ce.clera to · up1>0I"t r;eaaztal oduoo.tion• but he 'lr71shed tho 
3 

com111on peopl e t o send thoir chi l d ren to schoo1. ~he com:11on 

paoplc sl ou.l d not .,:eel aa thou h they have no part 1n the 

hener:1 ts of oducc,1.ion. .·:Joblo birth docs not l!lDJte lo.I'd& a.nd 

l'Ul · »c; God c .... u do a otactbin3 a bout blesain •· the cotmnon man. 

Lutn r u l ieved that tno ooramon poople and the poor should 

h~vc opp~~tunity rozt education and advancement as well as 
L,. 

tho 't'ic b . 

uti1er0 houove:r., he.d a d11'.f'1cult time convincing the 

co on poopl o that t hey should send their childl'On to scbool. 

A.'~on · other xcusea., they 1'e-lt that tbcy could not spare tbe 

chil:, l"<:m f·o:r ao lon;~: a tir.ie oach do.y. Luther replies: 

It is no t y i dea t hat we should ostabl1sh scnools 
as thoy have bson bezaeto.fozae, i.hezae a boy bas studied 
none t;u.s a.nu ~ l a .. ~ander twenty or t hirty yc.ara, and yet ✓ 
ha .. l oo.rned notbinr-:. • • My idea is that boys should 
spentl an hou:o or two n day in scllool. end tbo rest or 

J supr,1., P • 20. 

· 4t,1arti1.1 Lutlle:r, "S&1'1ilOn on tho Duty 01· Sondin() 
Chilrl!'en to School," Lut,her on Education, tr:inslatocs by F. 
Painter ( 3t. r..ouis: Concol'c1li l1ubilab1n!: House, 1869), 
p. 260. 
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t bo t 1 .0 ·Jor .. at l\oMS, loarn some t.rade mid wtae. tover 
i oairod •••• 5 

Tbe paroncs wo ul .1o t 1r.i ao tho oh1ldron a1nce tho bo:,a II now 

spoud t~"l.f .Jl d 0.::1 ~1.,ch 3.n chootint; H1th crossbows. pl::iyine 
6 

b1111. unn:ln· ., nu t .1blins about." 

liot oal:, .,., l."'o th .;oya oi' th& corru on poopl.e to bo 

ocluca to -, b 11t tbo - h .. l s e l r,;o should be educated 12nd left 

tr-Jo t o :,ur.auo le :z,ning . Lutho?' would sug ""=est that tile 

~il'l:.1 bo , :tvcn uuo, i.ion a fe~, hou:rs every"'ny . If t.iu, r.:i~ 

ontc cor,:q.>l u:l.n ti'l::l i.; lihey can not a1'1'ord to bave them o.wa.v 

i'l'C'lill i c. o t ills l on•.;, Lu.ther ,u• ue:::: 

~n l:U:c, .:lnn r , &. ;;,;i l'l baa, time to .,;o t,o .10· ool an 
101.w :.l~J • anu :,ct a ttend to her wo.t'l: nt 1-. ome; i..,or 
:Ji •- 1.1~ Ge s , <.ii:. 1cea 1 a.ad pl a,ys awa.y .raore than that.-, 

.Lut or oaeou.a,~od bb.e i'own Council of 11ttenbez-r; to 

ostcblish ... oc hool J. 01• g i.I'l s. He b.1rneel.f inv1 ted Ille e von 

.een1 tz to u tile ohool.! iatress and opened his own h OJno to 

her :t ti. o .foll win r. 11or ds, 1' You s hall_ be in :ny hcuae and 

at - teblo , so that you .--.ay oc .froo f r :>m dan ,Ol" end cares. 
u 

so I bog you not to e.t'ttse me• 11 In the cons ti tu tlon ot 

tho con); r e r; tio.u at Leis111c. publ1s.'1od and cow.,ended by 

nuther as B r. o el , le otatod t hat the ten directors i n tho 

7J.b d .:, P• 200. 

8Tno,,1as Linc. se.y, "La~":t,1r the Pou:idet1ons of tbo 
Bvan3eJ.ical Ct:i.u~ch ," Luther and tho Gel'fflan Ro1'oz-.-cation 
(Edinbu1,r;a: T. u: T. ciailij li}tffl')';""p. 236. 
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name or. the c on ~rc ,:;ation shall h4Ve the power to co.11 a 

t eacber f'or tile ycunJ boys. However , tho d1r ootors aro 1n 

l i ko "ianner to l>l .. ovldo an honorcblo, mature, nnd blameless 

wo111an to i , :ria"uct tao y ouns t:;irlo ~ der t welve yenra ~ 

aao• ~'lle c.ro t o b e :l s t zouc t ed i n "Christia n d iscipl1no, 

hono~1 -nu irt · 1 and at a suitabl e pl ~co to t oach t hem 
9 

r eaclin ::. anti iri t11.1.:., in ""er.nan :::. i'oH hour s cia1 l y . n 

f\101.. wers tbe 90::>r boys end gi rls to bo l ett out ot the 

Pic t ure . e ,:er y ch i ld, no ri,a tter ho~, -poor his parents Here, 

sno ,1a r oce_vo Gt l eQst an ele~ent ar ~ tra1nin~ i n ~ead1n.~. 

l,llll-1 tinr• " d ... ..,.l l on - - A!, . W .L V - _,, e r.uthor even went oo f'ar a s t o say: 

,. c poorest. ou ths Cl"e t he moat s t udi ous, f'or Chri at, 
Hli sol f' POOl", wishsa to build up his p oor k :tndE;Olll 
t hl"ou_l1 p:,or ,..,on . '.fhc r1cb young e ont l e:..en, lf5aed 
c.fo·m ·:1th ,u111oe o:-.td poases niona, do not stu y . 

Tuthe;. .. so u., a a s tem ot i'lelp1ng poor a tudetnts . Be r ecei v

ed .!.'u cia i'r.>r,: wel l-·to- .do ls.cli~a a nd gentl emen. Lindsa.v 

mentiono a certain FPau Dorothee J8r1er as the t1rat to 
11 

dorm~o r 1vo hu~~r cd ~ul don t o Lut her's f und. 

9pninter , .21?• ci t ., P• 139. 

lOPre""ol•ved SHitll, The L1.!'e and L_otters of :111rtin 
Luther ( ew Yor _c: Hou b t ori":.111TI'1ii"°"'ao.."1lpany, l. ID)• P• 23. 

11Li-dsey, .!m•~•• P• 236. 



Co Luth.or•:: Transla.ti·on ~ the Bible and 

It:; Im.'lueno8 upon Universal Eduoation 

~h:llc L u'i;'.1er clid a r,reo:t deal in othor areao in eatab• 

l i ebi n,,· w11ve:..--sal. element ary oduo!1tion, his ,,reatesl; oon

t :t'ibution is per hnpo his translation of the Soriptures. It 

is t ho trannlt\tion o:.• the Sori p turea i nt o t he tongue or the 

co~"Lr.io11 p cpl uh:tch inct-eaaed i n t he:11 ,:,::0 1"0 than · onyth1n.~ a 

<lo~1.?"o :for oduc~tion oo that they :ni ght read the Dible. 

Fol' this con, r•'redericl:: Eby says: "One is fully just1-

.f1Gd 111 oa ,:lin ,. t ·1~ t the Bibl e "1CS 11ot only tho ca uao of 

Prot ostan"" c:i'orL.iation , but equally of ? I'otestant ~duoation. 1112 

Ai;ain an ~ •"ir, ., auth":ritieo expl"ess t h e great contributi on 

Lu lhc.r 1: ao to: ard the oduce.tion of tllc rrJ1sse:1 t llroush hls 

tr- u l a t ;i.on o!' the B1bl e : Cubberly for i nsta nce r emar:ts. 

"thc-J prin.t D$ of the Bibl e in tbe ooll\lllon tongue di d far 

moro to !.'lti o.• l n t ea, a dosizoo to b,o o.ble to read than did tbe 
1.3 

Rcvi val ~t· tonrn:i.n • 0 • • n 

'l!lla c Oll'.ti.o n peopl e . before Luther• a transla t1on of the 

131.bl , llad J.ii.;tl c i ncentive to learn how to :read or write. 

Tller o was 1.:1 ttlc need f or- W.!'i t1ng in t ho &111,Bll bus iness 

12.1. reder 1ok Eb y , "The Uenaiasanoe a nd Re.tor .nati on," 
Chr i otiani tw and Educa t i on (De.11as: !i:xeoutive Board or tbe 
Hap El et aon.era!'""Conven-&1on or 'l'e.xas, c.191S) • P• 55. 

13Elwood Cub'be~lo:,, n~ducational Results o1' the 
Protcs iinnt evol ts. 11 :Lile Histor1 of Education (CGMbrid301 
he ldv rside Pr esa , c.1948), P• )llf. 



so 
trananct ions t ey mi 1t oarry out. rr need be, the si~ of 

tbe c,r,oss would a ut'£i ae. I t wa.s not until Luther tranolated 

t ho .Bible and pour ed ... 01 .. t ll with h:i.a tracta, tba t t h.a i-aaases 

wer e O.A"O' s od to a dosire to ,r,ead. .~llile t."iere had been 

Garro.en translations 'be:fore, they were l :.aoral nnd cumber- ,-

some • .tut hor won·t out of b1.s way to apeat-; si:aple and c ommon

ly i n h:"Ls translation, co th&t every person, 110 matter how 

h .blo hia stati n ., could undezostand, i:!' not l'"ead the Sorip

t u:re a . i!i s purpo~e wa::: not to give a clit'f'1oult l i teral or 

l oa~ned rendition., but t o transmit t he c,.xaot meani ng or t he 

origin l in~o the l ne;uagc 0£ the German pooplo 1n the 

s biplcot .f'o:r:u. Ho 1'el t tllat the le.n!"uage should be oo ... p 1."'e

hoaoabl o by th com.non m:in., and to make it so, he interviewed 

houso 1!vos ., c hilih .. -n ., bus1nossn1en, and butcbel"s to leam how 

t boy t~ulu oxpre s a tho mooning . 

Lutho~ wa s a o i n earnest that the common pooplo bave 

t he tior d r £ God t;ila t the •ew Testa~ue11t was completed in 

I'O h dra.1·t in t ho r e.'llurknble short time of t hzoee .. iont bs. 

~..fter several onths 0£ r evision, the Eirst edition BP9eared 
14 

off t he pr ess i n ept ember ot 1522. I n his transletina 

of the Bibl e• Lut her truly showed his skill as translator 

nnd educator. Tho zsesul·t oi' his conscious .01'.rort to mak:o . . 

the Di ble i r1tellig ible .tor t he oomnon people was ·that people 

l4Gustav Marius nruoe, Luther as an Educator 
(Minneapolis: Au, sbUZ'e; Publisblns Ho~o'; o.1926), P• 213. 
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had a des1ro to l earn how to I"ead. !fbis one f'aoto:r alone 

did o.ucll to pave t ho wa;; .for univm-oal eler.ionta r:, educati on. 

D. Tho nesulta ~ Luther's Et.forts 

The results of Lut h.er• s efforts to t.n k e ecluco. t1on 

un1vorso.l :,,ere Brant . In b1a J.e t .,er to El.eotor John of' 

1530 , L1.1tho1 .. e .. rpl'•osoes his joy at the pzto0r ess of education 

among t h o c ommon peopl e i n these t-1ordc : 

T'n tcnde~ youth of both sexes now grow up so well 
instructed in t he catechism and SoriptUl"e, tha t m:, 
hoa1 .. t deli,.,hts to bebold how tho boJa and £2.rl.s az-e ✓ 
able to ,lzoa O exe1 .. ciae tboir .faith, a~ to speak more 
of uod and o Ch.rtis t ·tha.n all the cloisters~ oonvonts, 
a cl achool.a have h.it be?"to been ai:>le to do.l.~ 

I t s houl cl b o noted t ha t wh1le Lu t her advised un1versa1 

oducat.ion !'or boys and rr1rls on the elon10ntary l evel, ho 

did :1ot f ool that all s hould bo comr,ellod to eo to the 

seconae.1"y Gchool s . Numberm :·Jere not t he 1fltp0l'tant thin~, but 

quality: 

Ho 1 voz•, oven i i' tho Hi 1 Schools studied ScZ"1pt'Ul'Cl!I 
:t::11 ·en·tly •ro should not send every one to t b em, o.s 
we do n.0.-1 , when not b1Q3 is considered but numbers., and 
ov or-y lilan wi ::Jhea to llave a Doctor• s title; ue shoul.d 
onl y s nd the ap test pup1ls,tall prepared in tbe lo-Aer 
aol ool ~. Thi should bo seE>ll to by princes or m:i01s
t r atcs of t he t own, and tbey

6
ahould talce care that none 

but tbe ~pt pupils be sent.i 

15Pa1nteP, -22• ill~, P• 140. 
l6uartin Luther, "To tho Oh.r1s t 1an Nobility of tho 

Gel\."lllan Nation aeopeot1na the Retonnat1on of the Ohr1st1an 
Estate, 11 Luther• E Primary \·lorks, ed1 tod by nonry l·Iaoe and 
c. A. Buchheim (Londons Hodder and Stou,!jl to.n, 1896), P• 231~. 

✓ 
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In c oncluaion, wo can oo.y tbat Luther ur ed a un1vel'aal 

t:,pe of' c,duc o:t ion . He atreoscd that all obildren. boys ana 

~1~1e. ~ich and poor. should at least be given sn el03lentary 

educa tion. li1a translation of the Bible was 1.mpOl'tant 1n 

area.tin :. a do.s1ro a510n3 tho c01111Ron peoplo to become eduoa

ted0 



OH'.APi'.ER VIII 

EDlC ·Ivl: I TO a~ b l DE Ill SCOP, AND l'ilACTICAL 

Painter says tbat m1 examination of Lutber1o pedago61oal 

wrltinus reveals ·that Lu t her had in i:dnd three olassea or 
aabools , n thua, a very co1cpl'ehanai vc s ystem. of eduoation1 

l. i'h.e L tin Schools, to which he gave most pr::>minenae; 

2. ~he Univer si t ies, which he wished to see reformed; 
and 

1 
3. 8chool s 1~or the comru.on peoplo ••• • 

i'altin~. ta:ts into consider a tion, wo shall considei- the 

Princ-pl e ., "Edt cation i s to be vlide in Scope and Pr s.ct1oa.l. 11 

b iscuooln.~ tho t hr eo levels ot education, be glnnir13 

With the olcmentu y l e vel. Both the curr1culua. ond its 

Pl'ac ticali ··y 0h a l.l 'be discussed under the thz-oe levola or 
educntion. 

A. ~he Elel'lontary Level 

It is >or haps i n the esteblishment of elementary 

vernaoul a1" school.a t llo.t Luther ~ave bis e,l"eatest oontribu

tio·n to Gclucut ion. There h.ad been little c;eneral elementary 

education. The subjects wore limited in the moat to read

ina. writi ne. a zti t hmet1:c. sorae fol"Dlf1l rel1 ~ion. and a little 

a1n~1ng. Due t o tho i nfluence 0£ Lutbez-. the vernacular 

l p . Pain ter, Lu~1er on Education (St. Louis: 
Ooncol'd1e ? ubl!shin0 Ifouee";l.88•)) 1 P• 1)8. 

✓ 
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aohools 1'0 1 .. t be c h ild r en ot tba co:nrr1on people developed to 

include tne reaainG of tha Bible and tho lear~1ng or Luther's 

ce.tecl'l:tsm., t he sin ging of bymn.a, tho readiac 01· Aeoop 1 s 

Fables, aori a ilis li:>x•y, and some pbya1osl activity. All or 
these sub jects a e balil~ and quite practical fCS£"_ later 

educat:lon. 

Si :lticant in hie curriculum o:r education is Luther• s 

added emphssio on music, history, and physical education. 

His e.e1phssis on r.msic :incl histOl'y sectr. to have g rown out of 
' . 

the need.o o.r t 1c Refor mation, while t!ie introduction of 

Physical e d".Jc :..tion t-1as a o . thinz :rolatively new in elemen

tapy od ,ca t on. 

utlter • s s onas and Ilia stress upon tile va1ue ot m~io 

wc:•c u po~, r:L"uJ. oducntional feature in the neformation. 

lot only cH h t r.e.nsl~to and compose i1any soiigs h1 s e ll' 

,/ 

and inUroduca vernacul ur s1n~1ng lnto tho congregation, but 

he ..;ave 1 t a pr omi nate place in the solloola. Painter quotes 

tho :f'ollowi ng paas::ir:;es to show the value Luther placed upon 

filUDic : 

11,-iusic !! se i-dioaiplinarlan and scbool-maoterJ 1 t ✓ 
makes mon 010re .,.entie and tonder-heal'ted, more modest 
o.nd discreet. 11 I bave always loved c!usio. He that 
ls s killed in this a:rt is possessed of good qualities• and 
can · •O employed in anything . ~-luaic must bo rietalned 
1n the schools. A school-master musrn i1i'le to slog. 
otberwiae I will heal' notblnn of him. 11--nc-.ualo1s a 
del1,..ht.ful, noble r<itt or God, and nearly .!"elated lg 
tileolor.y. I would not •:,,lve what little alclii I poasoaa 
in lll'Us!c f or so~otb1ng gl'eat.• •with those thnt 



dcspi so r,1u s :1O. tu:1 all tanatios azre wont to do• I am 
not p l ca:1cd;.,..rora ~.1uoio 1a a. f1i"t beatowod if God and 
not by Infll'l. nG\tlnderi1iirni; s addod by w:r e.za) • 

• o\lon::., .~:i.th nnu,,.o. Ltlther saw a gr011t deal of va.lu.o 1n 

ft1DU'J.aut1c::: . lio •iihou 1t tho ancients had a very good practice 

111 exercis ::n,:: theix- bodies. It b.Cld tor hi:11 mozaal value in 

that it ltapt 111011. :rro.:a. fall1DB into l'evellini; • unolulstity• 

gluttony 11 intc;:,1por a.11ce . and 0am111s. :lhereas muaic drives 

away a l l me l anc hol y i 'rQm the heart. 3:JD1118.stics or physical 

eduoaiiio:.1. rlrive. m.1y ev.11 dea1I"ea and builds and preaorvea 
3 ,v 

the hc:inl·th ot: the bo~y. It. along with music• was iD'lporte:nt 

i n t ho ~chool oui.,riculum. 

It J.S on l y natiu .. &l that Luther allould likewise l'lllve c. 

hi h ror;;ard fo1., histo.1--y • l>o ii1!.1ing 1-11 th it alI'eady on the 

ulo \cntary level. It waa an important part in eotQblisb1~ 

an e.:rroct.:.vG c ti.iack on the O!llrm Catholic claims conccx-n1n--> 

Pl'iactbood~ ~acr r.1.0nts, o.ntl power or the pope. ~here i,as 

be3:tdeo t l io, however., another great value in l earn!nc 

b1atory. lU.sto1.,,Y wau tor Luthe!' as a living 1'ountaill 

throu -=-h wniah !'lowed all laws, soienoea• wai-:iiu.gs. o~iu'ort. 

knowl ed Je, and wiadom. It was an ind1aot1on• rooollection. 

nnd mo111.1.171e11t o:r the divine do1030 of God. It chowod• "bow 

God ll'!t1111tai.t1s., i~ovarns., h1nclers. advances. pun1ahes. aald 

2painter, ~• ill•, P• 16S. 

3oustav E?"Uao., Luthez- !.! an Educator (M~ neapo11a: 
AugsbUl'C Publi shing House. c.192B'). P• 227. 
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honora men a ccordin.a, as oacb one has doaoJ1vod 300d OP ov11. 114 

For e .2-:cu11pl e ,. in h:lo ex planation t:> the Fix-at Comoand.wnt, 

Luther points t o ilictory as reveal1n~ God's wrath a ~td.nst 

idol a t r y ~ 11Ji'ot• troin t h.o bo ,innina !le Coot!J has utterl:, 
s 

ext11,pat :d all idol a t ry •••• 11 History is important for 

the cur ricul ~ £or i f it is troated objeotivo17. it tdll. 

allo1-1 how ..iod wo.?'ks in history and co11trola the oo\ll'ae of 

histo.r• • 1.t.'hus ., it bad praotioal value i'or the Christian• a 

fe i th an· l i f o . Luther toQlt a big :.,tap in relatinP- elenen

ta~J educ a t lvn to eveFyday lii'e by allowing boys and girls 

t o s pen, onl n s ho:rt ti.rna oaob day at school and the rest 

or th:: :;iMo t l'lo:no loa1"nin • some t racle or whatever mi- ht 

be d ,3.ir o o In his oun words: 

·7 i d n i r.: ta . t boys spond an bour or two a day in 
ccnool., and t h rest or tile timo work at home., learn 

ome tr-ado and 1-1ilat0vel' is desil"Od• so that study and 
wo· t o.y \.,o on tor.;etber, 11, 1le the oh1ltiren a-re :,-oUllg 
ancl oan uttem:J to both. 0 

tlbi le d.3 ch ic · concei-n in tile abovo passage is to overcome 

t ho o joction of. parents wbo did not s-mnt the1zo ch!.ld:ren to 

spend all tlloir t 1, o i n school. one likewise senses a 

doa1I"e to . a pe education practical and ralated to lite. 

1J.F . Pei.ntar., ER• ill•• P• 160 • 

.!,r,·aI'ti _ Lutl1er., "Tho Lars e Oatoohisra." Triglot 
fonco~d1a : The Sy nbolical nooks of the ~'v. Lutheran Oburob 
st. Louis: Concordi a .Publlshing'"'llouie.~921). p. 5ts9. 
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Luthei- would a r !"ttnGG t ho schooling in auab a manner "that 

7 
study and wor k: c.1a y go on together. 11 

B. The Seo~ndary Level 

Al t bou~b ut hsr waa very !'llUoh interested in tho vernao

ula.z, educa t i on £or t he co.nuilon people and made bis greatest 

contribu tion her e ., he o.lways .telt that the -Latin school vaa 

the mo1 .. e i fl'1.po1 .. ta.nt ·t or t ho purpose or pJtomoting the Retol"lll&• 

tion. It wa s t he Latin school tbat would train loaders ror 

t he Ohui•ch a nd St ate and prepare thoM ror tho universities. 

He., i her !'0 1•0, ~,ut new atress on aeoondary education. 

S conda r y oduoa t i on in the l?liddle ages was generally 

11111.i te ~ t o the t rivium: Latin gr aDLuar, rhetoric. and dia

l ec tics and -t best includod also the quadriviu.~: arithme• 

tic, gs JllOtr:,, a.s la"'o.ao.my, .a:id music. Toward the end of the 

mi d ' le3 agea, so111e instruction in pb1looopby and the natural 
8 

sci ences ::ere adtled. Lutner uould have tile oW'rioulum or 
t he Latin s chools expanded to include Latin, Greek• Hebrew, 

l"het oP:i.c, d5 alec•t i ca, history, aoienoe. matlle.natics. ,11ua1o, 
9 

and gymnastics . 

Lu t he r wa s not alone in his viow or the 1mpo:rtanoe of 

7Ibid. -
8Bruoe, £:2• ill•• P• SJ. 
9Blwood Cubberley, 1'Educa t1onal Reaul ts of the 

Brotostant Revolts," i'ba iliato:z-y of Education (Cambrid_.es 
The R1ve:raido Preas, c.'1948), P• '3!1,:. 
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the olass1cs. Al~ the r eli ~ioua groupo agreed that the 

olaa:,:tca J. cur•ri oul u:.;1 pr ovided the best secondary education. 

The hiat o.?"5.ca l doou...inents or the Churob were Wl'itte.n 1n 

Latin. It ~-1as stil l uaec.1 to present tho tom.al writings of' 

the zie1'o.!"msr a . Hebrew and Qroek were needed to det'end and 

Preserve the Lu ther an Ohurob a gainst the Roman Catholic 

errors . Ltther s incerely beli eved that in orde-r to preserve 

the Oospel :t.o its purity and protect it 1":ro.m corruption as 

i n t b.e P st , 'iihe a 11oiet1t laneua3eo must be studied. Luther 

iron1co.l ly ansuers thoae who are opposed to tile 1"o1'elgn 

clnuaics, 111 wor1cler why WG do not also say: or what use to 
. ~10 

us arc a!l , 1i n9, spioos and other 1'ore1gn art1olesl • ·• . i 11 -

I n his decU.ca ::,r y letter to La.zal'lla Spengler, Counselor 

or t be ci t y of Nl.lrenibera , Luther wr!teo that Geman book~ 

nro f ine one, a.tte good t o l'Oad at bome, but 1n the acboola 

ot11. r l a n.:;ut.1.~es a nd subjects must be taught tor: 

preaci 1.n<0 , govornin~, and directing, both 1n the 
&p:tri t u.e.l and secular s phere, all the sciences of tbe 
l<:Ol"l a re l nsufticien't, let alone the Ceman, partiou
l arl a t t hi s tic,'le fien we do speak w1tb mol•e peopl.e 
t han neiehbor Jaok • . 

No1 .. di d t he students resent learnin~ Latin, sinoo 1t was 

uset'ul as t he lan·~uage ot tho CbUl'ob, law diplomacy, inter

national relations, scholarship, and t.190.vel. Thus, we see 

lOLutller, 11Lettor on llohal1' of' Christian Sobool.a•" 
P• 18,3. 

llpainte.i-., .s?R• .!!!!•, P• S). 
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the practical clement also revealed 1n the extensive 

aeaonda~y curriculum. 

c. Universities 

Wl1i le Luther called the univorsities ''Schools of 

Satan., 11 amon · o ther things. he did not agree w1 th the common 
12 

Peoplo h3t t hey should ba abolished. Rathor• be would 

rofo~~ their discipline and study. 

The uni ersitiefl in tbe middle ages were t'?'ee aoc1et1eo 

havin .racul t i es of' al"ts, ,oodicine. t heology-, and law. The 

1ntel loctual proaentation of scbolastio1sm doMinated the 

cur riculu~. The pul'pose of scholasticism was to reconqi~e 

Philosophy wi th Cilristian truth and faith, to Chl"1stian1ze 

hoathea phil os ophy, and to systematize knowledge. "The 

result ,., s a rr.i xturo ·or Aristotelian philosophy and mad1evn1 
1.3 . 

theolos •• •• •" Abatract!ons, hairsplittings, and 

ac1enti~io terro.inolozy were carried to an extrCllllo. 

It i s aeainst this emphasis that Luthor reacted. In . 

his addre3s to t h~ nobility in lSJO, he asks tho queation1 

(St. 

!· hat nre t he un1ver-a1t1es, as at pl'es nt ordered, but, 
a3 t he bool< ot , acoaboes sa.:,s, "schools 0£ 'Greek 
rashion• snd •heathenish manners•" (2Maoo. iv.12,B), . 
full ot dissolute 11v1nc, \-hare very little is tauuht 

12Eby, .EI!• ill• , P• 77 • 
13Paul Kretzmann, A Brief' Histon of' Education 

Louis: Concordia Puollahinc House, n.d.), P• 45. 
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of tho Hol y ScJ1i1,turos and of tho Otu-1at1an f'aitb• and 
tho lind hoathen te~phor. Aristotle• l'Ul.oa oven 
J. Ul"th.cl' tbatl Chri st·?.14 

As e~rly us 1509, Luther had leotured on Aristotle 1o 

Et bica nd t h6 en t oncos ot Peter Lombard. Already at that 

time, he detest \Id 'lii.1.eir study in oompa.rison to t he stud:, or 
t ho Ui bl 6 and apoke sharp word.a agal.n&t the aoh olaatic 

approach. Lt i s perhapa l itt le known that-he wroto Hinet7-

Seven- :l1ll00 s a r; 1 st ,~t'ietotlo and tbe scholastics shortly 

bef·or•c ho wrote is .frurious tUnety-F1ve ~beses. ':',bile his 

t beoee n.•.uinst Aristotle et wi tll r,iuob oppoaition• they also 

uon ::1n ad 10.raants a.ncl p~nred tho way tor n new app.roaoh to 

ocb:>ls rsbip . l'h.is ne approach was to do away wit,h method 

anc.l oncot.ro~o t h e s tudy ot 3cr1pture. Luther would, however. 

~ctni1 A- istotlo•s books, Lo !ioa. Rhetoric, and Pootioa, 

ainco t b.c r \ 10:,e uce1'cl in teaching tho 7ouns to tr.9eak and 

proa.ch w 11 , but he t10uld do awa:,- with all tho comments on 

t nem. 

Luthe" u oul d l et the faoulty of medicine itefcrm itself. 

OWOV8I', .. r~c ul 'iif oi' Law was spendin~ too r-iuch time on 

the Ca on Law of t tle C:huroh to the .neglect 0£ ·the learning 

o;a. the ::.,s pol. He ifould havo the local cam.111on law take 

p:recedenoe over tho l a1-1 or tbo empire. since each land and 

11¼ a rt:i.n Lutllar, "To the Christian !lob111ty o · the 
~e?"man Nation ~espeoting t he Refor~.ation ot the Ctu-1at1an 
Estat e," Lt1 ther1 s Pri:1U1X'Y ~•orks, ed1 ted by .iferu-y Waoe and 
c. g. Buc hoim and Eransiated into EIJ..r,:;11sh (London: Hoddor 
and Stou · ton, 1096), p. 228. 
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dist:r:-ict had its own partioulai- problems nnd peouliU' cbar

aoteri tica . Tnoy could ba governed mob better by the 

loca l c 001~1!on law. he elaborate, tar-rotohed laws ot the 

ompire seetu~d to hi m oi't en to be a burden to the peoplo 
1.$ 

and a hia<rcnce to ~ood buainess • ... 1 

Jioro, it .d :tit be ontioned tbat Luther in tbe closing 

oocior1 o:f: il.is 11!..etter to the i-layora'' encourages tlle erection 

of s ui t abl e buil di n~a ror good llbraries. Libraries to 

Lu t he1~ Lier v r-y i mpox-tant because the spiritual end civic 

loado1•a should i'lavei ao1110 plo.ce to 30 and p.x-epozoe themselves 

f oi:- so.i'ul erv:tcs. ~bey ,1cu•o important i'or tho preaoI"vation 

of th 1osp l o.nd e vei:y ldnd or leox-ni~c. fbe books for the 

l ibr c ri. 3 _, b oL-1ovcr, should bo picked discr:tminntoly. In the 

Past, mu!'ly hurt1'ul books of the monks. Ariatotle, and the 

philosoi>horo ba<il b oon preael'~od. It was not necas:Ja?':; to 

r;ei.th l" a ll th booJts ever written. b~t only tho best. Luther 

would havo :r.our t ,tpes or bool::s p.reservecl in the libraries: 

(1) ' u , Hol y ~cripturas in Latin, ,:re t>k• Hobrew. Gennan and 

ot, O!' l a~ 0uac.oo and ti."le beat llfld most ancient co, entar1esJ 

(2) oolts useful. in a.cquiI"ing the l:.1ngua!Ies. such as writines 

or poets a.n.d oracors rl'o:11 whom "'!'SJll."\lar .. 1 · ht bo learned; 

(3) Books t ztoating on all the arm and eoienoesJ (4) Book:a 
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on Ju:r-ioprud0 1oe c.nd medicino. A prominent place should also 
. 16 

be Biven to ohron:Lcl es ·and b1ator1ea. 

In s ummar y 0 we see t hat tlle retoi-111 and 1mproveri,ent 

Which Luthcl.'" wished to e:ttoct was on all thztee levels of 

l ea:rning . Ho eA:c,aridod t he ourrioula o.nd made oduc::iiiion 

Wider :ln scope . ihile the emphasis was upon olaaaioal 

educati n . or the benefit ot the Oburch, be also had in 

mind tne 1ol£ure or tho civic otf1cos. Throughout b1a con

cern w~o t· ~ ~ t ho oduoQti~n be prnot1cnl and useful tor the 

peopl e a nd oocticial r or spiritufll and civic offices. 

16r.uthor. nLettor on Ilebalr of Olll'iotian 3chools," 
p. 206. 



CBAPTJ.m IX 

THE !·· E'.i'I OD I S TO J.111.0ILI'.fATJ:. tmDERS~AUDING 

A. Inst r~ot1on ia to be Aclapted 

t o t ilo na ture or thB Oh'ild 

Lu·t heI" aow i n. ~he c tiild the araoiouo worlc:1n,g of God. 

od. bacJ e o 1ado t he chi ld tbat if' tall$bt pi-operl:,, he wou1d 

d -i,·h'· i n l 6 nrninP 
- l, ... ... - 1.:,• le urgoo in bis "Letter to the 

1· ayol' ::; in Dolls.1£ of Scbools" that they take advantage of 

t bis i nbo1,t1 t en ency of tho child and provide schools for 
l 

l ear11in!;• 

Br c on s ~ "'l'hroueb hl o ~ffeot1onato 1'elat1ons with 

bis oHn c l il "'ron Luther attained a deepel' appreciation of v 
2 

ollil cl nature aa Hell. a s t he wholo proooss or ed,ucatlon." 

Luther ho.d s ix chil r on of his own snd in ad<l1 t1on the 

ztospons b .•. U. t~ of br 1n.,i n:; up eleven-orphaned nephews and 

:iiocoo. His '£ _I-st child llano ;,1as a e::reat joy and delight 

t o him. In his r eI11€:.rJ1:s ooncoztning Ham. one oan :ain an 

1nai ht i nc.o Luther• o own understanding of cllild-nature, 

whi c h a:£:1:ec ed his prlnc!plos or education. In one or hia 

1.:.•.1.ar t i n Lu ti:i. t11'• "Letter to the !~ yore and Aldermen of 
all t he Citie s of Ger.ua~ in Behalf of Chr1st1an Sohoola,• 
Luther on Ed·ucation. translated trom German b1 F. Painter 
(St. Louis: Concordia P-~bl1eh1ng House, 1889), P• 198. 

2aus te.v Bruce. Luther a.a an Bduo11tor (M1nneapol1s1 
Augsburg Publ ishing Bouse, c-:I'9~), P• 99. 
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Tabla Tulke ~ Lu t uor obacrvos: 

! Y boy .. ans i s n01-1 ent ering upon hio seventh year. 
l.!a'Very s eve1~ year s a pax-son ohan.~es; the firat pez-iod 
is infancy~ tile second childhood. At .fourteen they 
be.gin t o seo t he world and lay the tounds.tion ot edu-
0 0. t :i.01'1., e.'t ·twenty-one the youn.._~ men seek marriage. at 
t.at>nty- o1 ht they a.r e householders and patres-.f111i11liaa. 
at thirt y-fi ve they ai-e magistrates in chul'Ch and 
nt ... t e ., l.lntil .1'ol"ty-two when are ldn50. After t ba.t 
.the senGes boc i n ·l;o de,olino. Thus evert seven yeazas 
orin1_.a 12 .n .w conditi on in bod¥ and charac tazs. a.a has ,/ 
b ppor1ed t o I e and to us all.~ 

1 •~r.1 hi.o ~een un ez•s t anding o.f t he wa:,c 0£ cb.1ldxacn. 

Luther a c.~ on:tshos the t eachers to use tho na~al :i.ncl1na-

tions o ~ chil~ron in taaching them. They ure to try to 

unde:a:-ot :.u'ld iihe child . I l'l his explanation t o tho Second 

., 

• - ,;111 cnt. Luther shows l10t1 chilc!r en aro t o be constantly 

ur3ed end incited to honor the nmue ot God. The 1nst:ruc

t 1ot • ., howe,, r ., 1s to b e done 111n ch1ldl1ko way and playfUlly 
• 4 V 

i n 'iihe i'eu.r a r..d bonoi- of Ood. • • •" If this is done• the 

children :,ill doli31 t in f'ul1'1111ng the commandments: 

oi- whc.t .. 1uGt bo entoi-oed with rods and oloills only 
w:i.11 not develop into a r,ood breed• and at best will v" 
remain godl y tmder such treatment no lo?15er than tih1le 
the rod is upon t heir back.> 

If we a :!"e to t each c llildre.n. we must become ono of them. 

!Ji a 1,ti n Lutho1", "Tho La1"&;8 Catocllism, n translated into 
lmglish in t ile ~'I'i~lot Con~ord1a: The Symbolical Books g! 
~ k:v. Lutheran O urch (~t. Lou1.s:--i?onaord1a Piibilsh!ng 
nuusi"; 1921), p. 601. · 

Sibj.d., P• 60,3. -
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In his Deutsche Nease, Luther oonoludes the aeotion on 

1natruction in B:lblo pa.osage.o through illuatration:.aa 

follows: 

Lei. n one bilio.k hilllsel.£ too wise tor th is and despise 
suc h ch lld t e pluy . Christ, in order to train men, 
ruus t n eeds becop1e a. nJ.an himsolf'. I.t tie wiatl to train 
ch.ild ;.•en, ~:re !11Ust become children with them. Would to 
Ci-~d such cbild t s play were widely practiced. · In a 
::hort ti. o t-.10 would have a gl'eat woa1th or Christian 
peo~lc, couls becoming gloh 1n Scripture and the 
knoulerl,·e or •cd. • • • 

By t h · ~ ii<:> s oe t he value L'l\ther put upon understanding the 

nature 0£ tho child and using the natural tendencios so ao 

Lo 1':ic:!.11 tate underotandin!i and intorest on ·the pa.111t of the 

chil d . 

n. The Lessons are to be Simple to 

Fe.cilitato Understanding 

Luther i s ari outsta.ndin~ example himself or teaching 

and prea c hi .r1~ t o the understanding or the people.. lie al.ways 

sought to live ap t o the principle _0£ simplicity which he 

tau~ht to h1a s t udents. Tho result was that his words were 

sproad by the common people .and a greater i mpaot was mde 

Witb. his teachinr;. In the preface to the Smal.l Catechism• 

Luther stresses tho principle or usint3 simplicity 1n 

· ~ artin Luther, "Deutsche Me~se und. Ol'dnung Gottla 
Dienats•" The Ph1ladel~h1a Edition, Vol. VI• translated by 
A. Steimle7'Pl.lliacleiph a: Mubienbarg Preas, o .1932.), P• 176. 
Hereafter roterrod to as Deutsche Mease. 
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teaoh1n3. Tho past o:zos a re .not to make their own so-called 

i ruproveinento a nd adapta tiona, ualog one expression tb1a 

time and a no ther a di f£oront t1Ae. This would only confuse 

the children. The pe.stor s sh.ould not rusb into their 

instruction bu·t !ilake sure the students understand and have 

l earned t·1e l osson wel l bef ore proceeding on to the next. 

I£ the pastor proceeds before tbey ~nderotand the lesson• 

the students will be overwhelmed with it all and will not 

retain t h £orm r lesson. 

The ontiz-e cour se sb.ould thus bo graded aocol'<l1n_ to 

the abili I;:; o:t: tlle ohilt'lren and s1mplo enough so the obild 

can un~e stand. If t he child does not understand, he can 

not relat e it to lifo and t ~e nethod fails its pUl'pose. 

c. Homorization is to be Reasonable and 

oo.rve the Understanding 

Lu.tile r put e. great deal o~ emphasis on memorization. 

In t he Lar "':e Oa tec ltls r.1. he saysi " 
The:ref'ore ~,c ..• uat have t he yauna 10111'"11 the pirf;a which 
belon ~ to t he Catechism or 1nstruot1on .f'or tbB children 
well n ncl f l uently and d111sently exero1ao thomaelves 
i n t hem •••• 7 

Again: 

Tbeae are t he most necessar1 parts wh1cb one should 
f i rst l earn to repea:; t1ord, . .f'or word, and which our 
children should be accustcmed to recite daily when 

7tuther, "The Large Cateobism," P• S7S. 

V 
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n ho morclin;;, .1ben they s 1t dom to tbolr 
t o -2• a :, 011 ,jllOJ l"Otlro ... t n1 .• iltJ and untll thc7 
ro_>o t 6 tho · • tho:, ab.ould bo . .t ron :101 tho?' .tood nor 
ch•inJ • 

... , o the t&c.m&:l t 3 ot' momorizln~• howevci •, Luthol' d1d 

tl .r !'HU."to and tho •;,ordo or 1nat1 t-Jtion 

or no · or: nn·. t • .. !.-or ! , a ;up,!Or. t utbor :iayo 1t1 hio pre

I.'nco .-o li ~ La.i'.~ ~ Cnt , "1"0I' tho co. 1::on people ~;o 41'0 

:;, t f'1t , ',i !t 

t c j oJJ r 
::ho t h.t-oo ·n1,.t0., t-11.!ch l2.11vo l'C:iUl1nod ln 

9 
i.-1 ... old . • • •" Lutller di d not demnt! 

t.r·o ~ " n he c.;.i.1:'t .. j Qt t ho boa.1-er 1n MC,ll10!'13atlon. 

lt: ~ .:h Lu ;'ID uol ' ovod .!n or.a.ct ncnor!zatlon, Jot 

th o n .o.t•' -~~ tlo 1 :ao not i;o bo ""8Chan1oal, but cc,:isc1ous., 

: ) l~cGole. I n tho pro.fooo to tbo .;.lal.l 

C t obi ". " t u lle , ~ 3.i ota tr. o pro11ohors: 11A.fto?' ti.log 

(the cb l d ~ h. vo ·11011 leazrmd tho tezt, tuon teach them 
10 ,/ 

the oonae olo :, co h· t tboy !m ow c,,,'f.la t 1 t meano." 

t l thou, .. •:. t · i3 

Jct u. • or 

n· t ~ c co a :l.dored ••ood procoaduro todaz

clo bt r lt that tho undoratomlin~ or the 

lcao n ·11ou l d b · 1'~011 t11"ed and the ::nmjcot matto:r noro 

------r. , • 
!.. ld,, p . S77. 

9l!?!.:.. • 1>• !>15. 
lOuart_n !.utho!:'91 ":a."ho 3moll Catoob1am," tranalotod 1nto 

Ellgl loh i n t ho 'i'?-1 :lot Co.10ordia: The sz~ bol1oal Books ~ 
~ ~ • · uthoJ-an church (St. touJ.a:--ao.noord!o i1ub::U.ltl !ng 
no~o, 1~21), P• ~3.5• 
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easily ~~aspod once it had been memor1zod. 

Lut he:r.- ins i ste d on elaboration of wba t had beon learned 
thzaou~ e.xpla .ations, seffl!ons1 quoations and answers. "41th 

Luther we meat; t he quoa·tlons: 11\ihat dooa this mcanf What 

cioos th3.::: sig i£:,'i ~-Jhere 1a this writtenf tihat docs it II' 
ll. 

pr o!'i 't ? 11 ~his ia q uite d11'1'eront 1'rom the mechanical 

111ethc ds or t he mi d U e ae,es. It was a deliberate att&i!1pt 

to i rapi-sove t he past Pie thods and to llelp the un~erstand1ng 

or Jhe.t. ta.a b oinQ l earned. lie instructed the haad or tbe 

house in t .1e lleu t a cl!! ,-iesse: 

Tlloy IJ;he ch11dre ri1 should not merely learn to say 
the •10rd:1 by hear t": as hereto.fore. but w1 th each 
llal"'li t r ey si1oul d be asked questions and s i ve a11avera, 
,-.,· ~ t e ch par t mea.-is and bow to undorstand i t.12 

D. I llust~ations are to be used to 

I @provo Understanding 

Luthor val ~--ed the use or illustrations so 5?"eatly for 

teachil'-e tll t he took time tlhile at Coburg to make a 
··13 

colle c t:J.on or Aesop•_s 1'"'ables into "a somewhat better German.0 

e regarded them very highly ancl ~!V o£ .few books aside 

.from t ne Scr_ptl.lI'es that better portrayed the external life 

of raan. ~he tables cau,?;ht the interest and 1o-.aginat1on of 

llBente • .21?• ill•• P• 74• 
l2Lut her. Deutsche Meese, P• 174. 
13Albort Stoinhaeuser, Luther Prlmer, (Columbia: 

Su~vey Puoliah!ng Co~pany, o.1911), P• ij2. 

✓ 



69 
the peopl 0 ttncl u11pretentioualy- taught tbem a r-ioral. · 111ereaa 

pe opl e :ri:1. .ht not tu :e tbo ad. oni t1on .from a person, they 

rni. t:l t 1 1 Ci;,on to t he mouth or animals. 

I h }eu 'i.tJC~ .•.eoae, Lutb.or ,.,rites that ohlldr.:>n are 

to bo er.oouro. 11e!c.l to bI'1n P: homo Sor1pture texts 1'rom the 

car: ons ana to ~epeo.t them at ~oal-time tor the parents. 

T1e P~~onts a rc t c noour a 7e learning bJ havin the child 

h s t1,,10 pee ·eta into imioh he rlropo tho pasoagea 

as · o -:ou_ i clr ,:,, > ooinc: "let 1·o1 th• s pouoh be the c;olden 
14 

_;,ouch ••• •" Late:r he continues, "Let love•s pouch bo 

t h -il :~ ~ouch." 
l.S 

L· thwl' .. i vea a :a.'ine exam9le 01' t&'lo use of illustrations 

- n hlc c l&salc l e t e~ to littlo Bans on June 19, lSJo. 
Li.._ l . ~no 1ea only l'oui- :,ears old• yet Luther oamo down 

t o 1 :1::, level. Ono oan only imagine the oxoitane11t that 

came ove~ tho l i ttle aon as h1a motbo~ reed b1m the letter. 

Lut hE>l" does not scold hia son l'ox- nob pl"o.y1 .. 1111d studying. 

he oppoals t o t be boy• s imt:l,...lna·lilon and paints ~im a picture 

os.· hae.ven ·rith t rees loaded with 1'ru1t, ponies w1 th silver 

sadal e:1., ohil <h"en l o.:ppy end aing1ng o.nd hav1115 a jolly time. 

Lutho1. .. nien'ii!ona that these cb1ldron bad loarned thei::-

cri Jt u~ pa ar a ?ea and p~ayod and Hans should do l!kowise 

l l.J.Luther, Deutsche Uaoae, P• 17S. 

l5Ibicl., P• 176. -
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110 be mi 16 t e njoy the onmo t hings in heaven. 

'l'o 1'noil i ta t o t he 1ocu~1n- ot Bible Histcr.,. Luther 1n 

lS29, PUbliahed bia ? a ooionale• oalled "Tho 1"1.rat Biblical 

lUator:, 1:o'!' t he Christ i an homa.1117 It t1as o booklet ✓ 
0 

P0 ood or fo~t - nino E1bl1oal piotuI"es with tex~s ool9Z'e

opond1?l8• J.£leven were t a lcen i'rom tha Old Teotament and 
thi l't:,- e.t~bt f rom t he l~ew Testament. The purpooe of tbe 

bookle t as sta~ed in t he proi"aoe by tho Rei"ormer is "ob1efly 

for- t he s a o of the childrm'l and ai~plc .. l'"olko, wi'lo are better 

enabled by ~icturo and parnble to re~omber tho di v!no 
1 ~ . 

hi stor y . u • ~·]ho 11 hi s Small catooh1am appeared in 1529. 1 t 

was illuot r ated by tHenty wood outs; the number was lator 

incroa:l c to t uenty- .four. Luther used eXGr.lples drawn i'rom 

<la i l y 11.fo, .foll::- lore, ancl eapeoially li1story. 

Luther a t loest i n one instance advocated dmir.atics es 

✓ 

a means of illuctrat1ne; lit e and tenchinp; secula1' literature. a/ 

The instance ::.:..s :>1hen Johann Collal'ius oarr.e to him and said 

that u school teacher i n ohlesiea had nrrmiged to 6 1Ve one 

of t ho pl ays 0£ meronoe and the people were objocti~ . 

Colla:riua uat1 1ied to know bow Luther felt. Luthor said that 

he oau no objection 1-n thio since 1t would teaob tbe actors 

the use of Lo.ti n o.nd the plo:, itself woulJ 1n1'on1 the people 

. 
17r,J. Reu, Cateohet1os (Chicago: 1a11tburg Publishing 

_House , 1916) • P • ioj. 
18Ib1d., P• ·105. 



71 
1 19 
n va~ious »alks or li£e. 

ThuB~ i ll~st.rations o~ all aorta aro an important 

element i n Xacil1t a t in undoratanding of tbe_aubjeot. 

E. Discipline is to bo TOl'lpored w1 th Love 

Disoi9linc was discussed prov1oualy in regard to the 
11 20 

D-ut y o~ · e rants . 11 Kowever. it must also bo briefly 

V.i ven when aoneidorin~ Lu tner•s v1ewa on method. Luther 
11aZ"na -cbe school t oache.ro of his day not to apply diaciplino 

too harnhl .,, : 

. ,eny "1• msy 
blt atc,.•_a .. , 
do not deal 

. cu.f;ione~ 

schoolmasters spoil fine minds lfltb tholr 
stoi'fflin_.,, wh1pp1ne , and . beatin.c, wbcm they
otho~wiao with tho1r oh1ldron

2
than an 

oxa jailer doals w1 th a tb1of' • 

✓ 
Allihou,;1 U.."li ah..11te t1t b.as e. deterrent effect upon the sintul 

nntuA"e, i.,utho1'" iibou ·:bt i'f; could never br1DB abo~t positive 

r eau.li:;o. Tbe.3t, mt.1st come about through tbe Hew .I.an and the 

GoapGl . :Cl.le i'oor of punisl~ent mo.y reoult in outward obed

i enoe , but ii; ca.n not work a w!llingn.ess to do Hhat is riobt. ✓ 

Tbuo., whil tho oh1ld:ren ah.ould be punished, the d1sc1pl1ne 

s hould be t empo21ed w:i. th love. For cbildish .t'aul. ts. one 

s houl d not ;:,w1ish with the same severity as for P10:re aer1oua ✓ 

19er uce., .:!!• ill•• p. 236. 

20s up .. ,;a. P• 17. 

2lp!'·•l . Krotzmam; Luther on Education in tbe Cllr1st1an Borg and School ( B1Wlinaton1 1M Luthorcn LTferiiy Board. 
4-or; P. !;,4. 
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tnulta . 

ne shoul d punish aocording to thG severity of the 

ot.t·enoe a d tb.011 ahay~ with. such a ap1r1t th11 t the a pplo 
10 

al wa:,s c l ove to tho rod. 1be entire approach should bo 

~ovo~ne b 7 ~i ~IIUlesc, ye t t empered with love. 

I - a ,. r :,-, t e have presented tho great improvements 

Lutne1, man · ~-,_th ·I"e t ard t o methods of teaching. He sought 

to i n::>tl'"uct tho c hild according to bia nature and a bility• 

to i nc~eaae lear ninn thr ou~h mennin~!ul memorizat ion, to 

biprove the un ers tancli 1113 tlu-ousti illustrations and to have 

the an tire · ·::>pl:'o ch -;ovor ned by love. ibeoo all worked to

neth.er · n a b i • onious metb.od to 1'ao111tato underatand1113. 

,. 



CI-IAf TER X 

A • Lutho1"' s High !tegal:'d £or, 

t he 1'eaclllng Pl'Ofeasion 

Lutuer nsd a very biJ b ~egsrd tor> the teaching 

PPot'osa5.on. i 'lle taacller wa:; consido1•od an instrument ot 

Goel, M o d i::•ec iia, f ashions and molds, and inf'luonoes the 

ent" ~o p -r eonal i ty of t ho child. In one of the ~able Talka, 

LuthoI" poke or t he teaching profession 1n the following 

t-7or:: s : =
1 J l"c I not t1 preaobe:r, thor>e 1s no proi'easion on 

o .. 1r':''l .L- uou1~. ,t:. ll • • ., ... s oon oz, .1. 0 . ow, Ono must not recarcl how the 

no1"ld est ems and bas it, but how God sl,or1t1eo it every 
l 

day. " Ho c nt i nuos , 11.It 13 my opinion that on the la.at 

ds.i n.o ho!'lf.!!l t !lei ooJ.insstc ?I will be more hono!'ed than ·all 
2 

t ',1e t1 
,1; " - es . 

L L.t r snys t hat to teach ch1ld:-en 1s to snaro 1n the 

works wi ictl angels have to do. Co-!ll!D.Ont1ng 1n a sel'Cllotl on 

:att. 18 :1-lO, "~n heaven their angels do always behold the 

i'ace of . 13 l•'atbe1• which 1s 1n heaven," Luther says: 

l p !"oae1,vod S:u.ith, 1'he Lif'e and Letter oE ,!art1n 
Luth or ( l ow or k : Hou5 b.ton rlif1·11'n"'compa0¥, -Y9ii), P• 97 e 

2Ib:1d -· 

v 
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~on1 .tdr nun n:1.cht mohr ha.at ten. donn d:!.&ocn eln1 .,on 
pr c h, de. Cb1•1s tuo sioh hoeren lacsst, wio aoinem 

hi m1r1l isohe ... a teza oo v1el an d8!11 Jim :en Volk •·el.e en 
sei, so ~ol l t cn wir scblicasan, ea wiere unter alien 
t:;u ,.en :•!01~ken .l .. ein ..,roosaeroa• nooh beaseros. denn jungo 
Lett te rec h ii ziehen.3 

Becaus e o.f' th a h-" h. honor plaoed upon the tenc."l lng 

Pr o_osslcn D4 od, !uthor f olt chat tcachero to ether with 

pa:z:aents , could navo1~ be suf1'1oiently compeo.snt ed in th!a 

l i f e . 

Fo .. !.1...t h 1•, tho 'tet1che?' r:oot h i s authority, as did the 

off i corc 0£ th Sta t e , throu~h the parents to whom God bad 

entrusted th oail d:!'en. Since the pnrenta were not able• 

Ol' mozao o · I; n. ·:e1"e not willinB, to educate their ohild:-on. 

tho oen l om, ter tools: the place or the i'atber. Teachers 

were, the et•ox-e~ t he rep:resentatives of the parents and 

11th pc-.rentc had the oblic;e tion to oarl'y out the coDm:ands 

o!' Ood. 

Sahool t eachers were a necessity ror t ae welfam not 

only of the Caurch, but in Lutber•a day, the rulers especicl

l,r depended up011 the learning of the teschera to help them 

in ·their t a s • It was not j ust anyone who could become a 

teacher . Lu t ho1" went a~ £ar as to sa:1 that anyone rd ;bt 

booo,1e a amr1:istrc.to, _ r ince, or noble. but not so with 
4 v 

teacnezos, nlt~o r schools rule the world." Luthe!' contended 

Ji~,iu .. tin Lutbel", "Am st. P.liohaelstag. 11 Saemmt11obe 
Sotu-1rten, edi t ed bi John G. t~·aloh (St. Louis: Conco1•d1a 
Pubi!sfifu , House, 1863), XIII, 2778. 

4&u1 th, ER• -2.!!•, p. 96. 
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t bc.t ""' 1 ;i.n e. c ty ti s choolmustor ha.a as muoh reapona1b:f.11t1 

5 
aa 3 m:1nifl iio1 ... 11 Booause o1' thio, be aho-.ild be appreoiated 

and r-esue:c ~e d . Pooplc Jid not appreciate ,mat teachora did 

noi,. what a cli 1·.toult job tbey had.. Luthor considered tha 

t e&chi~-s p1,oi'oas!o11 11 s c, strta1nuous that no one o~ ht to bo 
6 

bo l l to i t or ,.ore than t e n _y ears." libethor th1s 1s an 

s.x.ari ·e;rat: on or ot , it shows the deep appreciation and 

8 ~ :ipathy Luther had for ti.lo teacb1n~ protess1on. 

B. ' eacner s are t o bo Competent and ~oll-Trninad 

This hi h r e ard £or the teo.ch1n,z profession ailowed 

its ul!' 1. tho atr insent rcquiremonts pu·t upon the teacher • 

.,,,, 

.L n i i :J "Lot uer to i;!le i: ob111 t y, 11 Luther tuzons h is attent ion 

to t he recruitment of teachers. ~oun.., people 3hould be 

e11cours ~ed to oor1ti nue t beir study and the leadors should 

tnke · llo ti o to educo.te and p,roparo them. He would have 

t ho 3:l1'te ~ J oun ... 1>eople, both boys and _-.1rls, con t:i.nue t !e.ir 

atuay. i.ro ~ n tenche:ra wel9o needed £or the teaching of s irlo V 

an(i . 1en £01." tht:i b oys. The <)1ttod boys and ·irls azae to be 

cho:.ien. The rul ars ·ere to be selective, and they werG to 

soa t o i t t hat tho ~1£ted students wel."8 well-trained ror 

the t eachin~ yrot ession. 

6Rolai1d Bn1nton, Hore I Stcnd (M~shv1llcz Ab1ngdon
Cokesbur y Presa, c.195or;-p.-2j5. 
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I n t t o s c.. atnter.1.ent, 1n wb1oh Luther brings out the 

·need £or t ea cher s a.nd schools 1n order to prese?'Ve the 

Chur ch and t u~n1oh pious pnstora and p1ouo people, he statoo 
t hnt t h.a toe.ell :rs ar o to be well-trained and lenrneda 
n,.11.e 

,.-u n oo 10ol s i'lotu'lisn . 11 bo says, "then thin ;.Js go well and 

t he Church i s a ccur o. I.,et us have 111m-e learned men and 

t ench er-::: & u 
7 

'.i.'h:is deGi z,e L'o:r ~:ell-trained tee.ohers was partially 

r ea l i ze bJ Lu the 1~ ,.n Ids oun 11re tLne. He eno0Ul'a3e3 th& 

P&opl t o c ont r ibute to tho support 0£ the schools and 

toachoro ~tnc e in contrast to by-gone days. the toaohera 

'o.ro 'J' x-· w~1l l-t r 3ined. 

ta cho:ro i n •1in o 3e wo:rdo: 

. . 
lie pNsents the ab111 ty of the 

,~l:ii .. hty nor.. ha o trul7 'l'&nted us Germans a gl"o.c1ous 
visi t a t i on ., ana i'avor ad us with a golden opportuni·ty-. 
··0 now ha ve s :xaellent and learned youn_, men, adorned 

t-Ji tb, eve1•.v . s cience and art. who 1.r t hell were employed, 
cou l be of.' ,:-rea.t aervice as teacbera.u 

The ve.luo +-hat t u t ller puts upon "oxoellent and learrutd" 

teachers i s v eI"y evident in the above passage. The people 

ought not to dis~e~e:rd this favor of God. Luther would 

muoh t> • t h x- l~"le dumb and 1 ;norant peopl.e tban to bsve them 

7Pa ul E. X:retz~ann, Luther on .Education in the Christi an 
Hig and School ( Burlington: The Lutheran Li teraeyBoard• z,.o,. i,. 93. 

6Mart1n Lut her• "I,ctt er to the Ma,1ora and Aldermen of 
nll t ho Cit ies oC Gei-mo.ny 1n Behalf 0£ Ctu-1st1an Soboo1s.n 

nLuthe r on Education, translated tl'Om the Carman by F. Painter 
3t. toiirs: donoo~dia Publ!ab1ng House, 1889), P• 174. 
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i as t rua tod b y t eachers ~ho woN not competent, but aince 

t bay cl o hav t lleru, llow u.ob. moro reason to take advantaae 
9 

or the .l'inc aduca t ion. 

Luthe ?> bol l eved t hat .for the teacher to be well-quali

fied, he mus t be trai ned 1n tho various classical langua8es, 

the a rts~ b iet01.,y, and religion. Ho must have tho ability 

to teach t h se tilings and through them ~uide the understQad• 

i .r 7 cf' th.e o ,:tl d1•en i n auoh a way as to mold theiJO 11 vea. 

TLe t ee.ch~r s hould have suf'riciont knowled . o to draw examplos 

fzto • tl·:e s ucces s and f ailures 01.• tile past generations. lie 

nmst l eac tl e chi ldren to see the band o~ God so that the7 

l ear n to .:.,overn their own lives accordin:; to the .fear and 

t~i J. J. or Cod . Tl. is mauns tha t the teacher must possess tho 

l-tno lecl.:•e and llave t h~ a.bill ty to commwi1ca te 1 t to the 

chi l dr en . He r1uat be well-trained and competent. 

I•or Lt1.tbcr lll t he pi•i mary subject for the ~eaoher to ., , 

t e ac n we.s rol i v" on. Reli -;ion was relevant to all aubjeota. 

Beca uaa o:: t h is snc:red work uhich tb.e teacher bad to c3o• he 

could ne ve l:' be t ra!ned t,ell enough. Other subjects wore 

nece s aar to ain s kill -l n presentation oi' the truth o:r 

Scripture . He ,ll'ite s that he who is to toach others tbe 

Scriptures a n" ~11abes to be rightl7 understood, : nmuut first 

V 
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10 

havo obmerved and l earned to know the world.n 

?fo·l; only aus t the toaobei- have the ability to toach 

e.n tl bo woll- tr~i ed, but he must also have the Ctu-1st1an 

matu1 .. i ty. He muet bo !:1ora ll.y blameless, pious. honest, and 

dil:t ·ent . /,i.s e n1"l y as 1515, Lu·tbeza oncoura od tho teachers 

to be ~1en of.' clla.ractez,. He had been .made directoi- ot:· stud

ie3 !:or L.tis ol oiater and D1ot r i ct V1oa~ or ten convents. 

I n his 'l t1 c pacity, he a cl.11onislled the priests, "I conjure. 

be d.l.li c;ont o.nd i'a.i t i"i...i'ul in teaching the young, tho f irst 
11 

and tb.o rl'!oa t :ln1portan t tllin "•" This was early in his 

Pl'1 o "h od :!114 llG held ·i;lle aamo h i s h moa,•al re,1uiremants 

to t e end of· llis lil'e . 

In 1539, Luther urote i n bis ·treat ise, " The Oounclls 

:ind o Church ," the 1·~1101·Iing: 

.•!oreovcr, ii' tho s cb.oolmaster is a e od-f'ea1,1.ne; man and 
t eacnca t e boyG t o understand, to sin6 nnd to practice 
r·od. 1 s h'o1~d D.t?.d the t,:,ue .fni tb• a nd holds t hem to 
Chr:t.stinn d i scipline, thon (as wo.s s a.id above) the 
scbo ls a~e youn~ :md cve11laatin~ CDYDcils, which do 
mo1"e ,:-ood t han u:my ~roat Councils.:iz 

In the s-rne yeal"', t o Ki 11_. austav of Sweden, who had aslcod 

for e t utor f or hi s oldest son, Erix XIV, Luther r ec 0£11!!1ends 

l OF. e i n t ev, Luthor on Educati on (St. Louis: 
Concordi a Publ i ahin;.; llouse-;7.889), P• 148. 

11iJi l liein Dallmann, "Luther, the t-/orld • s Gl'eatest 
Ed1..1oator," Lu ·t hc.ran .School Journal, Vol. LX7..i"<.I (March, 1946), 
297-306. 

12.1,ie.rtin Lu t her , 11Th.o Councils and the Church," 
Wor!cs o:r i-la 1,tin Lu t her ( Philadelphia: 1-.uhlenber,:, Preas. 
o.i931r; III• P • 298.'' 
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to b:l Cooz-Go ~o~ a11. whom ho deooribos as a n God-f'eo.i-ing• 
lJ 

modoat:, oim:era, anti learned man." 

Ir1 S UM! C.i:.'"lf , Lt\ hol' had 8 VG'TTJ high re .a.rd tor tho 

t oe.chine; pr o.L'e:::s:to :i. Thia bi b regard showed 1 tsel.f' 11ko

wiso l n hi::: ~t X"il'lfEmt roqui:-ements. Teaohera wer o to be 

Woll- r a i11ed and cori1petent, hav1ne; both tho intell.ectual. and 

•Oral ~u~l i~icationa. 

13Al ·reel Jor·:ensen, "s,.11eclen, n Hartin Luther Ro1'omer 
2£. !!!£ Church., t z,ansl nt ed by Ronald l ! . Jenson ( i!nneapoils: 
/1. : .:rnurg _ ubiiahin:, I!ouoe, c.l9SJ), P• 200. 



Cl!APTER XI 

OONCLUSIOB 

A. The List ot Principles 

In swu .ery, we heve seen that there aro the 1"ollowins 

p1 .. in.oi :.1lce o_ c uoation according to Luthors 

l. Ecucati on is to bo ObPistian. 

2 . Ps.z>en t s have tho ,rirnnry x-osponsi'bilit.7 '£0~ 
education. 

3. Civil rul,n-•a have the right and duty to compel 
odt eat:lon for the uel.tare ot the Chui-ob &nd State. 

4. Pastore lla.ve the duty to foster oducation. 

!S. Uorship i:J a pa2.1t of education. 

6 . I!:le11?er1tar:, oducc.tion is to be univm-sal. 

7. Education is to be wide 1n scope and ,l?'actioal. 

8. Tbc r o thod is t::> .f'ac11"' ta te understanding. 

9. Tile teacller is to b6 co:npotent and woll-trc.ined. 

Tnes o principlea are ~enera1 and oooprobonoive. ~o 

tho l ist ni1 ,ht be acldod the oubhca<l1n..:s in the TABLE: OP 

CO · ... ,, ·P13 , whicb i n many c11oes might be conside1-.ed ~:-1:iciplos. 

The , · 1nciple s cover. the entire area of 1notruct1on and 

loerni~ and are ouri~d out by the homo. Obul'Oh, and 

ovorru ant f or tho utual bonetlt ot all. 
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D. Tbo -·1irat _ rinoiplo is Basic to All 

Ti e one • l""i noi pla, which permeatea and fashions all 

otho1 .. pr ine:..pl c.:s i n tn ,:1.:lncl o:r Luther, is 11!!:duco.tion is to 

be Cl 1:'.~s t: o.n. 11 .t:clucat!on is not to proaent a i'else or in

de£lni te roli · en, but ~atner, it 1a to £umiob inatruotlon 

i n t he tsr:11 1 of the .t · iune iJod. The 1>uzo1'>000 of educ11t1on 

uhoul d h to i'it t he e t1ro Christian t-1an, b ody ond soul, 

f'o_ !lOl'"'i,;i cc to the Triune ... od., who has CI"eatod, rodee!1ed, 

an .. an ti:fied hi m. rr education is to present tho TI"iuno 

.. JOd f-:.o " t t l b d .. !_ Bibl he 1 .. hi ¥ c:cm, :.. · . us ,e • ase upon l,Ue e w re n "· s 

o is I"ev e l ed . -'he ver•y faot that the Sor1ptures for 

Lut h 1~ uu:-. to be tho chief lessons sh:>ws that 1·01• him edu

cation mu&t be Ch1~1ctian. In LuthaI"'s oun manner of 

Olil!)haaio., ho say s thut it 1-zould bo better to have UH> peop1e 

r onm:1.11 i gnoi"ent t han ths.t tlley should be t a~ht in non-

That t ~iE _ ~st principle is the b&s!s 0£ all Qthor 

principlea i3 o vidGnt throu out. Acco~dine to Luther, tho 

paren.te have t l1El pri :,iary :responsibility to instruct their 

chilc: .i."'e !' , not a ccording to tbeir own wishes, but aocording 

t o tt e co •· Bl'ldments of God. 'f"a91 m.ua t thomselves nave the 

abil:l t to ins truct tbe:.\1 in the truths of the Christian 

reli3ion. ~he oiv11 rulers have the duty to cot as the arm 

of t he Cbui-sc L a.nd enoourage Cb.x-1st1"6"l oduc11t1on for tho 

wolrare or both t he Church and its citizens. Pastors, as 

t he "spiritual f'athersn of tho people, have the obl1;;a.tion 
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to i'u~the~ Christinn education and to teach their peop1e the 

Ila:, 01· salva t i on. To tbis end, the worship serv1co plays 

Qn j \po~ ~ant pn~t in teaching the truths or Chr1at1an1t1 

and Pl' · ,PO.l"i n5 the people :fol'" a Christian way of lif'c. 

3ecause educe tion is Christian, 1t can not be 11m1tod 

to a .L.,,..O···· Th l al t ,#t,#0 ... · Gospe . is uni era • It ruus be o.u ered to 

aJ.1 . :Jo ii. a t all i ,'; bt be ablo to leam tho promisos or 

salvation ... 01-- t."lcmsolves, it is necessary tba t oduc&tion 

be of£e~s d £or all~ at least on the olementary level. If 

0 110 i to h avo a tboroQSll undorstanding ot the Chz-ist1an 

e, . • 
- l. ,,.:s.o -, ho mm~ li include in his studies so-called secular 

aubj ct ... , u: 1cn will b roaden tho loa l'ni~ and applioat!on 

o c·r- ot ia.~ k owledge und the truths ot God as they are 

I•ov a led i n histol"Y and liis divine l•/ord. Tho ourr1ou1um 

oh ul a b o ~, .. de on oueJ1 that 1-t includes practical applica.tio.n 

or t h:i.D knowled{~e and preparoa tho peraon £or useful service 

i n t bi 3 present lite. 

I f oducation !o to fulfill its purpose ot prepar1n~ the 

Christian ni.an !'0 1, service to tho Triune God, the netbod or 
inetruct _on ~ust be ao simple and mean1ngf'ul. that the o1en1-

i'icance o:C' the Oh1•1st1an truths is very evidont to the 

l ee.l'ne2• and eo."oily understood by b1m. Illustrations are an . 

1 ·:o~tant ~eana £ 0~ aoco~pl1sb1ns this principle. 

To ful 1i ll a ll the pl'1noiples of eduoat1on is not easy; 

there.tore. Lu ther would have competent. wel1-trained tea.cbera. 

fhese ·teachers rt1uot have tho intelleotU3l acumon and ab111t7 
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to teach the pupil and make the lessons maan1ng£ul. Intel

l ectual abil ity., hoi:-,ever, is not all that is needed; the 

tench.er 111Lu.1t hia1:Jol1' be a Ohr1stian. He must i"irot have 

tna·:,;ea of' the e race of Goel and c01110 under its p01-1or. He 

must be mot ivated by t he love of Christ and show this love 

b hi 0 eveFy action. Wi th his given ability. the teacher 

Will apply t he ~orcl of C",od t o tho ohild and instill in him 

a rospoase to his C~eator and Rodeemer. 

C. ~lle Ul'·~onc:r Connac·ted w1 th tho Principles 

:Because tba Chriatian principle is basic to all others, 

t h l"O i.s o. certain ur ~--oncy and cornpulsion oonnected with all 

tb.o principl es, which :ls sensed 1n tb.o educational writings 

of: Luther. oh:lnd these prino1 plea were i'irm Christian 

.. onvic•ti::ma. Luthol' had a burn:!.ng desire to share these 

aom,:lc t ions w1tb. llis t ellow1nen. 1'h1s meant eduaation. Only 

tbr ou h education could the new trutbs of' the Reformation 

be spread abroad . Only through oducat1on could t be Church 

r.srow. As justification by £a!th is there £or all, so 

Cl.iristian education. which. teaches this raot. must be orf'ered 

t o al l . Parents and teachers are oonstra1nea by the love o£ 

C-od t o make liis savin3 knowledge known. Becaus o man is s:ln• 

.ful and a.lways in need o.f strencthenine. Obl·iatian eduoo.tion 

ic important and an absolute necessity. 
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D. Concfluc:lon 

T 1u~ :, we concl.udo libat Lutter had baaio prinoiplos of 

oducat:ton ~,nich nan oo !'oun<l :ln bis tn:-it1n3s. These are 

aounc.l o.nu i mpo1"·tant l'>rinc; ples. since the:, r:,:-o der1vo, i'l'Oti 

hia i' ndc , r-mt:al oonv:totions ,;,.f Cbr1~t1u..:lity. iney a.re 
11
1'und ento.l truths'' \·l°1i.>h w11.·b.t well c 1.·1de !'uture gonera.tion..1. 

eformol:' 1o senned in everj pxt1noiplo. 

'Jnai; A.a os ~.::be l)rino t pleo t r.emaelves e;reQt 1s not the Re• 

forir. ?', b 1t ti.1 .fui1dw:io11tal t;rutbs, i·tll1cb has =is their 
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