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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION 70 T™IE THESIS
Ao Problom and Purpose of Reseurch

The Gltle of Lhe reasearch 1s "Luther's Principles of
Eduention.” The problom was Go learn what the basic educa=
tionel priaciplos of TLuther werce. Through general reading,
bhe writer had como to look upon Lubther as a sreat cducator

&8 well az relipgious reformer. The purpose of thils research,

Lt

-

bherefore, uos to gabher enough date on Imther's educetiocnal
views ae ts be able o draw specific conclusions as to his
Ovoreall ocriceiplem. After the data were sethered, the
urlter arcanced these viowe under headings of major princi-

pPles in a syztematlie manmor,
B, Velidation of 3tudy

The importance of this reascarch lies in the fact that
to Ghe writer's konowled;e, Lutherts views of education have A
never boen rathered under the.heading of broad principles;
althousi his viecws have heon broated cxtensively by Painter
and Bruce, The topic has hed personal reclevance to the write-
er in that he has gained a batteor understanding of Lubher's
principles of educetion and thus has grown in appreciation
of jood Christien education. Alonz with this bqnefit, there
hes been the added value of be=cmin; perscnally acquainted

¥ith the elassic writings of Dr. Luther and becoming more
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lotimately familiar wibh the sreatnoss of Ghe Reformer.
Coe DNolinition and Limitations of Study

"Princinles® is used in the title, "Luthor!s Principles
of Education,™ in the sense thab Webster definea it as "a
fundamental truth,” @hus, cach chepter statea a fundamental
truth of ecducatiocn that Luther set forth in his writings,.
"Education® iz used in the wideat sense of both "instructlon”

and "loarnin.® and covers oll btypes of ingtruction by the

home, Church, and State., The icarning is on ¢ll levels, from

bhe wost clemcntary in the home %o speeialization in the
university, The wordins of the "fundamental trubth" or prine
eiple is the sub jeotive ohclee of the writer, and aaother
nizht readily stoate it differently. The ®"fundamental trubth,™
however, 1s basic to Luther?s thinking and must bo recoznilzed
a3 such, Under Ghe gonocral heoadinga are subhsadincs dealing
with spescific emphasis of Luther, Thesc misht also be cone
sidered prianciplea,

The study does not have as its purpose the defense of

the principles or the defense of Luther as an Educator. The
worth of tho prianciples and the prominence of Luther are
both assumpiions on which the thesis was predicated. Nor is
the purpose Lo prescat all that Luthor cver wrolec on educa=
tien or Go preosent a detailed account of Lutherts philcsophy

of education.
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De 3Source and Method of Research

Lutherts prineciples of education are drewn primarily
from his own writings direotly and particulesrly from his
"Sermon on the Tuby of Sending Children to Sehool," written
in 1530, and hic "Lebter to the Hayors and Aldermen of ALl
the Citles of Germany in Behalf of Christian Schoola™ in
1524, These tws are translated into inglish in P, Painterts

boolk, Luther on Hducation. The wrlter is also indebted to

™ .
faul Krebzmann®s compilabtion of Luther's quotes on cducation

in bis book, Luther on Hducabtion in the Christizn Homa and

and Sehoo 3le Humerous rcferences were fto be found in Luthorts

bwo catiechiameg, sormons, and other weitings and Turnished

azsple supply for debemmining Lutherts principles of education.

HMeny of Luthor's principles of cducation are enriched
by his expericnccs in everyday 1lifs, Likewise, his thoolog=
lcal views have a direet relabion to his educational princi-
plez, UWhorever it is possible, his 1life and theological
views were given brlefly to provide a backzround to the
greater understanding of the principles. Occasionally a
compariscon with past medieval cducation was mentioned sc as
S0 give the reader a olear picture and a deep appreciation
of Tuther's conbribution to the educational field,

The method of reasarch was to find basic enphasis in
the writings of Lutheég to collect thesze views, and finslly,

to arranze them in systematic order under peneral principles,




The reader will [ind Lutherts views divided into nino vasle
principles., These geucorel headings are subdivided Ior con-
venience and bebiter undorstanding. At the conclusion of

each chapter is a brief summary tying togother the findings,
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CHAPTSER IX
EDUCATION IS T0 BE (FIRISTIAN
Ao INducation igs So Present the Triunc God

The primary prineiple of education for Luther was thas
educatlon be Christain. It is this principle that pervades
all othor principleoss That education 1s %o be Christian can
be shown by the fact that the zo0d, wihich was to be presented
in education, was not some indefinite suprone being. It was
rather the Christian Triune Gods It is in this namo that
Parents are Lo instruct thelir children daily, "In tho mora-
ing, when you rlso, you shall bless yourselfl with the holy

erosg and say: In the name of God the Mather, Son and Holy

Luther clearly defines this Triune God in his three
articles of feith in the cateshism., The work of the Triune
God is to serve az the subject and content of relisicus ine
structlion, Hducaticn is to furnish instruction in the will
of ths friuno God, who has created, redecmed and called every
Qhriabian to be His ouwns In this presentation, the act of
redemption is centrale Lducation must be Christian, and if it
is to be Christian, the work of Christ must be central. In

the words of Luther, it is Christ who:

Liartin Luther, "The Smell Catochismys" Tri=lot

Concordia- Symbolical Books of the iive Lutheran Church
(St, Loulu: Concordia rublishing House, LY2L)s De bBoTe
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has redoemed me, & lost and condemned creature,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death,
and iron the power of the devil, not with gold
or silver, but with Hisz holy, precious blood and
With Hls innccent sufferinz and doathe o o
Only if' educatlon presents elearly the work of Christ and

the doctrine of the Triunc God can it be ealled Christian,
Be Hducaiion is to be for the Entire ian

That educntion iz o be Chriastian in noture can likoe
wise be zathered from its purposc. The purpcse of education,
tecordin: to Luther, ia to propare the entire man, body and
soul, for service to the Triunc Cod. Christ has redecned
man Ghat ho misht be His own and live under Him in Bls kinge
dom, and sorve Hlm in cverlasting righteousness, innocence
and blesscda&as.i Por this reason, Lubher never thought of
education o= beling strictly secular with no Christion basis
or rellzious with no practical application,

This concern for Ghe entire man is brought out clearly .,
in Lutheris "Sermon on tho Duty of Sending Children to
School, " wihere the Lfirst part is headed, "The Spiritual
Benefit or Injury erising from Support or Hezleet of Schools,™.

end the seccnd part, "The Temporal Benefit or Injury erising

al‘bidu, Pe 5!{-50

3Tbida
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from the Support or Hezlooct of Schools." Life in order to be
lived in its fullness must conbain religlous as well ag
Secvlar cduecation, Luther koow this, and therefore, en=-
Gourared the Christien education of the entire man, In his
n . S
Letter to the Mayors and Aldermen of all the Cities of
n S - (- ) b ] <
serrmany ian Behalf of Christlan Schools," Lubther praya that
God may coften the hearits of the leaders to attend Lo the
Reglected youth and with the help of dod

80 ccunscl and ald them as %o abtlein to a happy

Christian soecial order in respect Lo both body and
soul, with all fullnoss and sbounding plenty, to
the pralse and honor of Ead the Father, through
Jesus Christ our Savior.
fhus, we cee that in oducation the concern of Luther
wag for the entlire man, beody and soul, that he be equipped

i et L " ain -~ o
%0 live his full life to the praiss and honor of Gods This

neant that educatisn muat be Christian.

e Eduecabion is to be Christian on

all L.evels of Learning

Luther believed that education was o be Christian on

H

“Siartin Luther, "Sormon on the Duty of Seanding Children
§o School,™ Luther on Lducabion, translated f'rom Cerman b
Py Painter {5G. Louils: Concordie Publishing flouse, 1889),
Poe 223, 242. Hercalter referred to as "Sermon on Sending
Children to Schooll"

Shartin Lusher, "Letter to ilayors and Aldermion of all
the Citlies of Sermany in Behslf of Christian Schools,”
Luther on Lducation, translated from Cerman by F. Painter
{5t Louis: Goncordia rublishiag House, 1889), pe 209,
Hercafter referred to as "Lobtter on Benall of Schools,”
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ell levels of lcarning, including elementary and secondary

schools and universitics. In his letter to the nobility in

1530, Luther writesz, YAbove all, in schools of all kinds the
/

chief ond most common lesson should be the Seriptures, end
for the youn: boys tho Gospal."' If tho schools of higher
learning eould not be Christian, Luther in the "Letter on
Behalf of 3choola,® Boys:

should prefer, it is true that our youth be ignorant
nd dumb rather than that the universities and convents
gaugid remalin as the only sources of instruction open
50 ?ha.. For it is my earnost intention, prayor, and
uesire that these schools of Satan7e1ther be destroyed
or changed into Christian schoola,

Luther, in designating the schools as non=Christien had

9 =1

in mind the folse Roman Catholie doobrine beins tausht end

the sehelastic method boinz used in the schools. His concern
is that the schools be convertod into Christian schools. aAny
scheol which did not prosent the truc falth should be destroy=
eds This dencunciation of false teaching might apply cquaelly
6o schools with no Christian instruction. In either case,
thore would be no question in the mind of Luther but that the

schools rmuat e made Christian.

bgortin Iuther, "To the Chrisblan Hobility of the
German Nation Respecting the Reformation of the Christian
Estate,” Luther's Frimary Woriks, edited by Henri Waco and
C. Buchhelm {London: ﬁogder aend Stouphton, 1896), p. 233.
Herealfteor reforred Lo as "To tho Christian Nobility."

7Luther, fietter on Behali of Schools,”" p. 175.
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92

Ds The Deovil Upposes Christisn Education

Thaet education must be Christian cen be scen from
Lutherts atbtitude toward ell which opposes Christlan oduca=
tion, anyoning wolechh hindered Christian education was
eonsidered by Luther as the work of the devil, It was tho
devil, he was sure, who was behind the ilndifference of his
day. Ib was the devil who made people so reluctant to support
8chools financielly end send Chelr children to receive a Chrise
blen educaiion., Decsuse of this indiffecrence and disregard
3 for Cheistian edueation, Luther admonishes the nobles, "groat
Christian zeal 1o needed %o ovorcoge the silent, socroct, end

artiul maehinotions of the devil." The indiffercnce which

o Bige

the peopie dicplayed is nothing lesa than a gross sin of
ingratitude and forpotfulness of God's benefits, The closing
prayer of Lutherts "Sernon on Sending Childron to School®
aske God for forgivences fov these very gins:
204 grent thet we may follow His Word, to the praise
and honor of our dear Lord, for Hia precious blood 30
greclously shed for us, and prescrve us fron the horrible
sin of ingratitude and forgetiulness of iHis beonefits.
The line iz clearly drawn. He who does nct support
Christian eduecation is on the side of the devil, Rather
than hinder, it is the duby of everyone to cnouraze Christian

education,

87bid., pe 173

gLubher, "Sermon on Sending Children to School," p. 271,
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He  Hducablon ls to be Based upon the Bible

I order fur education to be Christian and to revezl
the Triune God, it must be based upon the Biblee Luther's
great waitchword wass "lake ths people acquainbted with She

"
o

ible rsvealed

i

Tl o - . ! . . E y
“ord cf God," Luther was ccrbaln that the

God's plen of salvation, Shat the Word of Uod was the sole

source ol falbh, the sole guide for a religious life, and W

<

henee, the Lasie text for education, The deripbtures werse

3 wl maTrowms) 2w wdid ®
vile vinegewrd In which man waa to exercise himaelf and labor,

=

he stringent wequirements which Luther put upon Biblical
learning michs surprise one: :

iz it not proper and right that every human being, by
G e he hag reached his tenth yoar, should be )

“he soul can do without everything exzcept the Word of
Cod, Without thils it sulfcrs neede. DBut whon it has the
dord of CGod, it neecds nothing more, but has in the word
enough focd, joy, peace, light, art, righteouanaasia
truth, freedom, and every good thing in abundance,

Luther was emphatic about the importance of the study

of Seripture because it was here that man found his Savior

OLevi seeley, History of Zducebion (Third i
¥y History of XZduecstion (Third revised cdi-
tion, lNew Yorl:: 'ﬁi'_ﬁ.can BOOK CCes Coel9llL), Do 173.

1l3amuel Farker, The History of Modern %le_ma_m_marx Educa=-
tion (Dosbton: Tho AGhenaeum PrcES,; Cel912)s Do .

127bid.

b % U B
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Pevoaled. Man no lonsor nesded the intermediary pricsthood,’
Because of the Reformation, the bruth was uncovered thatb
fan approaches Uod directly through Christ. Eech person
eould mo Lo the Scriptures and .there lay hold of the
Promises of God by falth, Everyono, therefore,; had a ro=-
Sponeibllity for his own soul. He must for hisz own spiritual
welfare lecarn the deriptures. For this reason, the ghier
lesson in all schools should be the Holy Seriptures. ? The
vory fact that they were %o be the chiel lesson shows thatb
cducniion according to Luther was to bo Christian in charace

ter,
Fe Tho Catechism is to be the Religious Textbook
]

Decause ol the lsnorance of the people revealed in the
Sexon vizltation of 1528 in the basic knowledge of Scripture
and the Chrlstian truths, Luther realized that 1f he were
to have Christieon and Bible~based education some simple
textboolr must be writbten for this purpose. Although he had
hoped to wrilc such a textbook earlier, bthis urgent need
haatened the composition. The result was that beth the

Snall Catcohism and the Large Cetochism were publiched in

the year 1529, "he Small Catechism appcared first in the

form of tablets which were to bg hung -in the homes focr casy

instruetion, Luthor wanted both catechisms to be used by

13uartin Luther, "To the Christian Wobllity,®™ Pe 233.
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all the people, the youth, parenta, preachers, and tocachers.

uthor thou: sht very hizhly of his Smell Cotochion and nover

tired oi reviewing 162

Do mot think the catochlsm Zs a little thing to be read
hasbtily and east aside. althoush I am a docsor, I have
o do just as & echild and say aord for word every Mnorie
ing and whenever I have time tho Lord's Prayor and the
Ten Comnandments, the Creod, and the Psalma, I have, to
ao 1t every day, and yet I cannot stand as I would. &

Likewise, his Large Catechism was to be a means of

3

-instruction for tho common person., In his introduction to

bis eatochesical sormons from which the catechiem was later
teken, Luther seta forth his objootive with the words:
"Ihis sormon is desicned and undertaken that it might be en
instructlon for children and the aimple—minded."l Whileo

thiz was true, the Largo Catechism was in perticular to cnable

" et .,,

the less-cducoted pastors o fulfill thelr duty., Thoy were

to study the caicchism for thelr own edificetion as well as

for the instruntion of their pooplao,
Dellmann guotes Philip Schaffl ez saying concerning

Lutheris Small Cabtechicms

It exhibistz his almost apostollc gift of expressing
the deepest things in the plaineat language for the
common peoples o« ¢ o 1L makes an cpoch in the history

Ligustar Bruce, Luthor ag an Educgtor ‘(Minneapolis:
Augsburg Publishing Houze, CelJ20),; Pe 2

153, Bente, editor, "Historical Introduckion to the

Symbolical Books of the Ivanselicael Lubheran Churaci:,®
Concordia Triwloutu {35, Louis: Concordie Fubiishing House

o Do ©
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of relizlous instruction: 1t purged it from popish

super's.'i;.;?:..’-..;fi_c:v.}:.;, agd brought it back to Seriptural purity

and BiMyLiOltyol
From these worde, one can gebher waat an cubstanding
sontribution Luther's cathechism was to religlous education,
It brought boek onoo again the Seriptural basls and Chrlse
tlen charactor to edusatiions

From what hes precceded, one cen seeo "the important
emphasis Luther placed upon the principlo, "Education is
to be Chrisiian.” Without the Scriptures, which ers the
ord of Uod, there could be no Cnristian education, and
without Christian cducation, there was no purpose in education,
For the purpose of education was to £it the entire Christian

man %o serve the Yriune God hero and in ebornity,

163311 am Dallmenm, "Luther is the Worldt!s Oreatest
gagoci-ai:st,"‘ Lubhoran School Journal, LARKII (Hove, 19246),
1o,




CHAPTER IIX
PARENTS HAV! TUE PRINARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR EDUCATION

fe Authority of Parents

by

arenvg, according to Luther, stand in the place of God
in relation te their ohiildren. Therce 1s no greater authority
on earth than that of father and mother. While the child 1s
primarily responsible %o God, yot on this earth he is dirccte
1y responsible to his porents, who are the special stewards
of Gods The authority that parents have is not because of
thelr pearson, but becsuse of the aunthorlty God has put in the
office of paronthood in the Fourth Commendment =2nd elsewhere
In Seripture., The pavents arc priest and priestess and prime
provider of the spiritual and physieal wants of theo child,
With thls authority eomes alaso the obligation to carry out
the function of priest and pricstess. In his Exposition of
CGenesia 10:l-12, Luther points out that parents are given
authorlity over their caildren that they mizht educate and
teach them the Word of Uod, to fear Him, and to believe in
Hin, The father is to hold the office over his children and
houschold which bthe bishop helds cver his people: Malso,
dass eln Vater elgentliich ein Bischof and Plfarrherr seines

i
Hauges sein so0ll," [Iikewise, in his sermon on Hxodus 20212,

"

Irartin Luther, predigt fiber, Mose 10:1-12," Saemntliche

SGhrirten, edited by J. Waleh (8t. Louiss Concordia
shing House, 189l), ITI, 194.
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Iuther calls to mind the great privilege that perents have,
The children when they come into this world are like hungry,
thiraty, nated, and poor people. The parcants have opporiune
ity to perforn many oreat worlks to God throuch service to
their chilsiren. 4 home misht be concoived of as & hosplizl
where the father ceres for his children., Even as Ged provides
for His creatures, so tho 'sther and mothor in the home have
8ll the names and offices of God. Ihey bscome like fod to
thelr cnildren, "denn sie sind Acgeaten, Bischbilc, Pabsi,
Doctor, rlavrhovr, Prodiper, Schulmeisber, Richter, und Herr,"

While perents are in the place of God, yebt this authore
ity does noi cxbtend beyond the Word of God. [earents are noct
allowed to teach their children as if there were no God who
has commanded differently and as if they themselves wore
lords and ~cds in the pluce oI Gede They have the right to
beach their children only Lhose things that are in conforme
ity with God's command., Luther brings this out clearly in
his cermon on the weddinz of Cana, John 2:1-ll:

Denn Vater und Mubter auveh shuldig sind, ja, oben darumnm

Vater und Mutter ciad von Gott gemachi, dasas sic die

Rinder niciit nach ihrem Ducnkel und eigeciner Andacht

lchren und zu Gott fuchren sollen, sondern nach deg
Geboton Gottes, wie auch B8t, Paulus sazb Eph. S:l,

Zartin Luther, "Predigt ubcr 2 lioses 20:12,"
Saemutliche Schriften, cdited by J. Walch (St. Louis:
Concordic Publisnin; douse, 169%), III, 1096.

3iartin Luther, "aim andern Sonntage nach Epiphaniii,®

Saemntliche Sehriften, edited by J. Welch (3t. Louis:
Concorcic Publishing Houso, 189%), XI, 472

¥
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Luther wrote his Small Catechism that it might be a guide

for the parent in religlous instruction. The catechism beo-
gina, "Tho Ten Ca;..'-_'.:e'.ndnaénta, as the Head of tho Family should
Teach Them in a Simple Way to His HHousehold.”™ Parecnts have,
therefore, authoriby to Leach their ohildren nothing but

what is in confommity with the Word of Gods

e Parentes are not to let Children have

Freedom of Choosing Wrong Educetion.

Luther stetes in his Exposition of John 2:13 that
children are not to be their own masters, but dre to be undar
the puldance and authority of their parents, "aber," =ays
Luthor, "vyon Wabtur sind die Kinder so geartet dass sie serne
sehen, wenn man ihnen den suezel schieasen laesst:.") Because
childres have this tendency to be ruled by their natural
lnelinasions, it is necessary for parents to disecipline them.
It is imposaible for tho young to carve for themselves and
to know what is zood for bthems If the choice of education
is left to them, they may choose that which 1s harmful to

their socul., Thorefore, 5God has commanded the older to in-

struct the young, Luther writes, "Hltern, dle ihre Kinder

l*Iéaz-i:in Luthef, "The Small Cateochism,¥ Prislob Concordia:

Symbolical Iooks of the Eve. Lubtberan Church, (St. Louls:
Concordia rublishins fouse, 1921), P. R

Sartin Luther, "Auslegen Hber die 1 Epistel Ste
Johannis," Saemmbliche Schrirten, edited by John G. Walch
(St. Louis:™ Concordla rublishing Housec, 1893), IX, 15,3,
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8llzuschr lichen, lassen ihnen den ilathwoillen, die thun im
Grunde nichts anders, als dase sio dieselben hnanen.“6
Tﬁo parental rule over children, hoﬁevor, 1s not to be

barsh or loveloss. mxperience shows that love will accom-

Plish more than slevish foar or forces Luther reminds parents

that they should wvemenmber thatb they, too, nave a mastor and
Lord in hecaven. Severe punishment and lovelessness can result
in two oxtreme attitudes of the childe It can eithor make
hin hate nic parents and despise all authoriiy or it can make
bim feel dejected and dlascouraged so that he goes throuzh

all his life being easily discouraged and despondent.

Luther recalled in his childhood when hiﬁ parents were unrege
sonable in their discipline. His father once ﬂhiﬁped hinm so
S8everely that ho fled and it was o long tine bofore his
father gained his confidence againe Lilkewise, his mothor
beat him gseverely for balking a nute Lubther was not against
parenttas punishing their children, but the punishment should
vary according to the seriousness of tho off'ense and the
punishment should be adminisbered in love with a view of
revard i the child is poode "One should pugish in such a

7/
vey that the apple and the rod go togecthor,™ Parenis should

611‘)1(1.. 15}.].5.].. /

Taustav Farius Bruce, Luther as on Educator (Minneapolis:
Augsbury Publishing House, Cel020)s Pe bDe

81bid., pe 58
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aleo geclk Lo understand thoir individusl childrom and sult
the trainins and diseinline according to the particular
ochild,

Thus, whilc purents wore not to allow their child to
0w up undlaeiplined, they were also not to be unreasonably
govere in thelr corrcetions The togehing of the parents
wag to be Iirm, yobt zovernod by love. Luther draws the con=
elusion that parcabs spoil theily children in two ways,
"either throush too mueh panpering and over-indulszence, or
throush too sreat severity and embitterings One must keep

within bounds on eithor side.”
Co Paoreuis are te have Abllity to Teach

If parcnte are to instruet éna suide theif children in
the fear of the Lord, 1t is important that they themselves
be educated in the principles of the Chriastian falth., Luther
felt so strongly over this matber thet he writes, "o cne
should be a fabther unless he iz able o inctruct his chil-
dren in ghe Ten Comsandments and in the Gospel, so that he
mey bring up true Gbrisbian&.“lo

There were three types of parents who were negleciing
their divine dubty to toach in Luther!s day: (1) Cne type
was 80 lackins in piety that like the ostrich, they hardenod

9Ibid., p. 218,
1°Bruce,.gg. cibes Do 214
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themselves arainet their own offepring; (2) Othors were oo
ignorant to raise thelr children in Ghe proper manner; (3)
Btil1 othersz, while they had Ghe plety and intellligence to
instruet, werc conabently burdening themselves with cares

abors oo thaet their children were nonotheless noglecte

Pareats whe neslected to tsaeh their children would have
to bear the =sinz of the children as if committed themselves,

icularly careful in the kind of example

They should bo part
they sebt, They ocuzht to live clean and godly livee since
shlldren easily learn shemeful words and oaths., Farents

fust have the proper attibtude as Lo what is important in this
life if they arc to zuide and insbruct their childron corrccte-
lye Luther eomplains that in hia day "They [Ehe parenté]

bave no other sclieciiude than that their children scguire an
imposing bcari::, learn %o dance and dress, and cut a figure
in scclctj."ld

Tho head of the family in paerticular has the obligation

to Instruct hiz children in the Christian faith and idoals:

ltantin Luther, "Lebtter to the iiayors and Aldermen of
all the citiles of Cormany in Behalf of Christian Schoola,™
Luther on Iducabicn, translated from the Corman by F. Painter
(SE, Louis: Concordie Publishing House, 1869), pe 179
Hereaftor reierred to as "Lebbtcr on Behalf of Schools,

12p, painter, Lusher on Education, (8b. Louis:
Concerdia Publishing Housc, L009)s Pe 125.




20
The Ten Comunndments, The Creecd, and the Lord's Frayer 7
ere the wmost nceessary parts which every Chrlstian
shoculd _uuﬂn Lo repeat word for word, end which cur
children should be amccuabtomed to recite daily when they
arlse in Lu& merning, when thoy ait dogn vo their meals,
and when they retive at nighte « o
The catechism iz so arranged purposely by Luther that tho
head of the house can ask his children and the entive housce

hold guestions pertaining to Christian faith and life.
De Parents are to Support Education

Uuring Luther's time, poople had many excuses for not
sending their childron te school, The saying was that they
could not send thoir children to schools and monosteries
becausc of the avil vepubtation and poor education which they
had and of'lered,  Tubher mets beneath the problem nnd-sajs X
that Lhe »eal reason is selfishness and hollow plety. They
formerly sousht scourity and tampoéal blezeings for their
children by sending them to the monesterics end priesthood,.
Now that the monasterics ere no longer pleces of idle
surpcne, the people refuse to send them and profer that thelir
children e¢nbter inte business and commorce. Tﬁc real reason
ic that they are "worshippers of Hammon.“lh Luther wonders

wiere the norchant would be if there were no clergiiien or

scholars, Rather humorously, ho writes:

137hid,, pe 121

Lggertin Lusher, "Serson on the Duty of Sending
Ch*ldren 50 School,™ Luther on Eduection, translated bﬁ
P, Painter (St. Louls: Goncordia rublishing: Housze, 18869),

Po 4-6:..
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Without scholars it would not be long $ill busincsa

men in ,hgwr perpicxity would bo ready to dlg a

learncd man cut of the ground ten yards decp with thelr
fingers; {or the merchant will not lons remain a
mercﬁaﬁg, ir preachiny and the adainistration of jJustice
Coasg, =~~~

If the parents rcally had the wolfare of their children, the
Church, and sovernment in mind, they would ask how thoy
might best cducate them to lead a zodly life.

If thelr schildren are talented, porents should spare
10 effort and tine or cost to train tho children to be civil VY
and ecelesionileal leadors. As Luther says:
wy are talented, have them learn and study scomee
Lohat they may be employed for whatever noed
ore Lo o have them instrucited and trained in a
mcyai cducations that men may be able to h&ge their
ta sovernment end whatever is nccesesary)

There are thwree things that should motivate pearents

Geccording to Luther in his "Lebtter on Dehalf of Schools™:

(1) Gratitnde should zotivate tihe perents since they no

longer have Gto contribaute large sume of money for indulgenoes,
masees, endownents and so onjy (2) Fine schools and competent

Christian teachers should motivate the parents, for "ezcellent

o

and learned jyoung men® wers available as teachers; (3) v
Finally, the greatest motive of all should be the command and

will ol od, this above sll should prompt the people Hec send

151bid., p. 262,
16.art1n Luther, "The Large Gateohisn," Iriclot

Concordia: nholical Boolks of ‘the “ve ILmtheran Ghaurch
(St. Louis, ho.: ﬁonchEIE_FEEIIgﬁin House, 1921), Pe 631,
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thelr children %o school and support cducatione

In swanary, parents have the divine right and responsi-
billty to educabte tholr children in the Word of God, The
Pesponslblility is primarily thelrts to guide and inatruct
the children, Because of bhils great rosponsibility;, theo
Parents must themselves nave bthe ability to teach. Thoy
Will, likewise, have a greab desire to cncourage and suppord
cdueatlon the best they can, being motivated primarily by

the commend and will of God,

7iuther, "Lobtor on Bohalf of 5choolzs" ppe 174=176.




CHAPTER IV

CIVIL RULZAS FAVE THE RICGET AND DUTY TO COMPEL EDUCATION FOR

diab WD Lot alANAIA 2

THE VWELFAGE OF THE CHURCH AND STATE

e Hulers have the Rignt to

Helke Ldueation Compulsary

Ddueatlon in the iiiddle Ages was generelly 1a control
of the Chuveh and beushb by the Chureh for the welfare of
the Church, With the Reformation, the Holy Soriptures be=
came the rulo and authority of falth end lifes Ko longer
was the Chureh the suprone authority. “he papacy no lonzer
he spivitual and secular powers, bhubl the two were
now dirtlnet oo bo their sphere of speration, Both powers
by CGod and each in itz own sphore was to be

rospocted and honored. The State was ordained of Cod for

@

its funectlion, even as the Chureh was ordainod for it

The Church ﬁcr Luther did not have the right to say
that the SLate susst not exorcise iss authority over the Church.
There 1s no such thing as the apirituel esbate exisbing over
and above the temporal. 4ll Christiacs are of the spiritusl
state, and thers is no difference among thems YA cobbler,

& amith, a farmer, each hag the work end office of his

calline, end yet they are all alile consecrated prieats
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and bishops. » o «" Docause there is a0 difference in

degree of authority, the temporal governmeat has tho divine
’. right to carry out iy commisslon wiltbhout rospoct of porzonsg,
; whether it aifecct pope, bishops, or anyonc else. The ruler
has authority over all to punish wickedneas and protect
the innoccent, . By the seme rlght, he bhas the authority to v’
compel education for the good of all,

Ba

]

liy, the ecivil aubhorities recelive their authore

3ic

H

ot
ity from cod throurh the Fourth Commandment. Wnat the parsnt 2
12 not abls to do he must delegsate to others., Yhe cévil
rulers cre "fathers" of the nation and the citizens, They
are "fathers™ in that dod gives the people throush them

food, house, home, ond the same protectlon and securlty  that

He does throuph the parents. Becauso the parents, even if
they were qualificd, can not f£ind sulficient time Go 1n-.
etruet their children properlys it 1s all the more the duty
of the mayors and councila to watch over the educetion of
the younpe They will be held asccountable to God if thoy do
not day and nipht with all their power seck the welfarc of
their citizens, for into their hands is committed the happie

ness, securiity, and lifc of the people,

Lartin Luther, "The Liberty of a Chrigtien Man,"
Luther Frimer, translated ivom German by Albert Steinhauser
(Columbie, Se Cet Survey Publishing Company, c¢el1917)s Pe 20,

Znartin Lubher, "The Large Catechisn,” Trislot
Concordia: Symbolical Poolts of the Lve. Lutheran Churech

e Louis, 0e: OUORcOraia Fublishing House, L721)s Pe 623.
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Luther reansona that if the government can compel
eltizens to bear spear and veapons and mount ramparts in
tinme of war, mueh sore do bhey have the right to compel the
People to send their children to school, Thiz, o0, 15 a
8ort of warfare, onl ytthis being; wazed azeinst the dovil,
1l's purpose to malke a group of ignorant people
out of Cormany and bthen do with them as he plesaes. Preoche
erd, curaics, soribes, physiciana, cend schoolmesters are
Necedgsary and desperatly needed; "whaerefore let magistrates

lay these things to heart and lot thom kecp a vi igilant looke .

out; and, whonever bh ¥ 8ec a promising lad, have him

w

Pledged at school.™

Tuatherts letler to Rloctor John of Saxony on Hovember
22, 1526, states that tho elector not only has the right &o
compel studonts to abbtend, but ho has, likewise, the right /
to comnel the people to support schools and parishea.
Luther fears thab if the youns are noglocted and a"e not

trained, the land will be filled with wild, loose~living

pecple, Hducation is important for the maintenance of law
and order and if the touwns snd villages do not support schools,

the clector, as supreme zuardian, has tho right, and duty

3Sa‘uel farmcr. gilementary Schools of Religlious
Furposes, The Reformation,” The History of Hodern Elcmon-

tary :ducatioa (Boston- uinn . and Company, the Athenacun
eS8, c.iﬁi?), De 50,
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t n L ‘:‘
0 force the people to support educatlon.

Decange of his views as astabted above, "Luther st be
récosnizaod, as :hs Jirst modern reformer to advocate compule

~ ] l) V

80ry educabion.” The rizht Go select and train leaders in
Bchools was already usoed by the Church in pre-ioformation

days, With Lubher, the aubhority, however, was also piven

Jdvcetion is to be for

A
]
[y

¢ of Ohurech and State

G
I.-l
I
[ %]
3

The two great veesons, which werc'alwa;a proninent in
Lutherts nind for the malntenance of achools, were the
wellare of the Church and the noeds of the State. Of these
two, there iz no guestion but thabt he thought that the most
8inners, te rostore life to the dying, and o change the
Servants ol the devll into childron of God,

Aesponsibility for educaiion is divided equally between ’
Church and State for their mubtual welfarc. .The Church has

Povwer over thianss divine and spiritual and the State over the

things material. Both are divinely ordained. Both are

!

SMerius Bruce, Luther as en Educafor. (Minnecapolis,
Hinn,: Augsburz Publishing THouse, c.1920), Ps 198.

SFrederick Gby, "Frotesbant Educationsl Relormers,”

Ihe Development of iodern Education revised edition
(Wew York: rronbice-ialls L0Css e1952)5 Po 720




27
Gongernocd for the welfare of man, Both are a pert of God's
sreat sovernment cnd both ave necessary. They are to work
in cooperation ui'h ona another, The charge and responsibile
ity is equally divided aince both are accountable to God and
&re a part of JIiz ~overnance. Therefore, they both havo a
charse (o educaise the whole man, body and souls The two
functions are Zept clearly ceparates There ig, however, noc
thought of secularizabion where the State has no obligation

“"t. o

toward thne Church and the Church in no way influenc<z ol
State. nather, bobth are o carry oubt their functions for
she pood of the other, Upon this basis, Luther could cnlist
the help of the Sktate in ¢ducating the young, not only for

ita own welfare, but alac for Ghe welfare of the Church.

L was imperative that the State do something to foster
euecation, for ot the time of the writing of his sermon on
the "Duty of Sending Children to Sehool" in 1530, Luthex
estinated Lhait in Haxony alone there were about eishiteen
hundred parishes and there were scarcely eiszht hundred
Pestors to take cars of them, Ie feared thatb if the priaces
in particular did not see that both preparatory schools and
universitiecs were properly maintained there would be such a

lack of cducated persons thatb oneﬁpastor would have to be

assigned to thiree or four cities. Schools wore an abaclutoe

Martin Luther, "Sermon on the Duty of Sending Children
to School," Luther on Educabtion, translatad-by ' Palnter
(St. Louis: ~Concordia Fubliohing House, 1889), p. 239.

6y

Hereafter referred toc as "Sermon on Sonding Childrean bto School.™
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heceaslity Lor tho Chureh, says Luther:

?hon‘achabla prosper the Church remains righteous and

Rer dooctrine purce « o« » Young puplls and students

are the asced and source of thoe Church, If we wero

depﬁ whence would come our successors, if not from

gohocls? Ior the sake of tho Church we must have and

naintain Christian schools,!

Y J

A rather interesting commentary is given on Luther's
eoneern [or the welfare for the Chureh late in hics 1ife in
a letier written to King Custav of Sweden, dated April 18,
1539 In it Luther hopes that the Xing will have the youth
educated in Ghe ochools and trained for bhe Church, He
siresses the facht that the Xing himaself should be well
enough cducated that he might judge for himsolf and not rely
upon others. Luther hopes that he will have the jyoubh trained

for serviece in the Church, "For over and above tho adninige

tration of affairs &f shate, it is the hizhaest andﬁgreaﬁsst
task of tho kings to fursher the Christlan causo."

]

fhough Luther was vigorous in hils pronouncenents for
oducation in bohalf of the Church, he was fully as determined
in his concern for the welfare of the State. In his "Letter.
on Behalf of Hechools," he states that though there were no
soul, heaven or hell, but only eivil government, educabion

would still be necessary 1an order to provide for the state

TP, Painter, Luther on Education (Concordia Fublishiag
House, 1609), p. 132,

8a1rped Jorsensen, "sweden," lartin Luther Reforaer of
the Chureh, translated by Ronald i, Jensen from Dacish into
Eﬁﬁzgiﬁ ({{inneapolis: Augasburs Publishing House, €.1953),
Pe °
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B¥1llful rulcrs, The anoicnt Romans and Greeka did this
without even knowing that the governmont was ordalned of
God, Bub since Ghe mulors néw lmow that eivil zovernmend
is a diviae ordinance, how much ziore ocught they to educato
the youth in & Christian nannor.of ralinge

1f the Stoabe neglects to oduocate its young, 1t will
Pesult in a government ruled by the sbronz, and the weak
wlll suffer, Dictaborship anﬁ tyranny will result, Thoy
Will rule as wild animals with clubs and force as their law.
= club=law prevalls,; thore will aurcl& be found
G a brutal gondition of soclety, the strong
1lzing over the weake We have exzmplez enough

; our gyes Lo show us what shesr phyasical force,
nout wisdom or reason, would do, -
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Bducailon is necessary for the maintenesnco of law and justice.

Therefore, the Stabto must see to it thet chancellors, Fe
Secrobarios, Judgos, advocases, notarles, and so forth are

educated to aduinistrate the lawe Luther rominds the mayors

and councils:

The welfare of o c¢ity does not comsist in great trea-
sures, irm walls, beautiful houases, and munitions of
wars; indeed where all these aro focund, and recikless
fools come into power, the city sustalns the pgreater
injury. DBub the hizhest welfare, scfeiy, and pouwer of
& city consists in able, learned, wise, upripght,
cultivated citizens, who can socure, 'Baserve. and
utlliize cvery treasure and advantuge.i

Luther, "Sermon on Sending Children to School," pe 25,

L0artin Luther, "Lottor to She Hayors and Aldermen of
all the Citiesz of Gernany in Behalf of Christian Schools,"
Luther on Education, translated from German b{ F, Fainter

2

(St. Louis: Concordia Fublishing House, 1889), p. 180,
Herecalter rcforred to oz Y"Letbter on Behalf of Schoolsge"
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Ce OCitizens have the Duty to
Cooperate with Civil Rulers

At tho came time that Lubther reminds the rulers of their
oblization to educate the youngz, he alsc adnonishes the citizons
to cooperatc with the »ulers, lHe complaing that everyone is
in e great hurry to make a living, "Alas duerfte Gott und die
Christenhelt kelner Pfarrhorren,; Prediger, Seeslsorser, und die
Weltliche Uhriskeib kelner Hanzler, kolner Raethe, keiner
Schrelber muhr."ll In hig "Sermon on Sending Cnlldren o
School,” Luther cncourages the parents to train thoir scns
for civil dusics, They should think of the groab benefit
that comes throush serviee in the povernment. The goverament
protects bedy and life, wife and children, and homes from

murderers and enenics. He asks, "Who can express the immease

urable henefits of peace? How much i1t gzives and saves every
12
year," Parencs cuzht to think of thelr sons as messongers

and apostlez of the cuperor. Clvil office iz an opportunity
bo bring through one's life a thank-offeorinz to his God for
the wmany blessings he has recel ved,

Citizens are o cocperate with contributions and taxes

for education. ELveryone ia willing to pay for protection

1liiertin Luther, "Luthers Schrift vom Kriegz wider dio
Tuerken," Reformabtions Schriften in Szemmtliche Schriften,

edited bg John G. walch (SG, Louls: oncordia Fubl nge
House, 1890), Xi, 2136,

: " 121 uther, "Sermon on Sending Children to School,”
p'27| z
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agalnat the Curks, wars; and floods, thilngzs thet may harm

the body, wutb they ouzht also be just as desirous Co support

"education, here one would give a florin to defend himself

8gainat the Turls, Luther thinks he ought to glve a hundred
florins to protect the people azeinst ignoronce, for even if
only cne boy wore btauzhi o be a truly Christian man, it
would be worth it, What o good Christian man can do is well
worth the cost and its value beyond eomputations In his

ir & : T oo 22
"Letter on Behall of Schools," he writes:

If we must annually expené large sums on muskebs, roads,
bridgen, dams, and the like, ia order that the city may
have tenporal peace and comfort, why should we not s
apply as sueh Lo our poor, noglected youth, in ordor

that we may have a skillful schoolemaator or two?

In suunary, Lubthor called upon the State to enforce
education for the welfere of all. The State could do this
8inco iy was ordelned of God with the respensiblility to
provide for its cltisens, This concern for the Statc called

&

for the reciprosal support of its citizens.

Lifmcher, "iotter on Dehalf of Schools;" Pe 17l




CHAPTER V

PASTORS HAVE 0 DUPY 20 TEACH

5 & Funetion of the Ministerial 0ffice

A. Teashing !

In his "Sermon on Sending Children to School,” Luther
mekes a rothern conprehonsive list of tho dutles of the

pasbor In which teaching has an inportant cmphasis

e [Eum westor] comforba the sorrowing, pives counsel,
getiles difficulties, calmp distrubed oansciecces,

helpa Jo nalataln peace, to appease, to rcoanc*le, and
silailor dubties without number; for a preacher coalivms,
strensiuiens, aad pupportaz all anthority, all temporal
poncc, overna the soditious, teaches cbedionce, rioral-
ity dlacipline, and honor, and givea instructica in the
cdubles Lortaining to Tathers, mothors, chllercq, SOV fhta,
and In & word e 2ll sther secular relations of life.

We note Lhe stress upon teaching and instructicon and the

wido gocpe that thoze encompasz. His beaching covers the
entire arce of wan's caperience, The instruction is made
relovant to all of 1life. While Luther in writing the sermon
ne doubt wans chiefly concerned about the shortacs of paators
and teachers in the Church, he glac sbatos that the pastors o
ghould educzibe bhe poopie for the benefit of the 3tate as

well as for the bernefit of bhe Church, By doing this, the

Pastor does the State & proat servico, "in that ho informs

Ligptin Luther, "Sormon on the Dubty of Sendin; Children
to School," Luther on Educaticn, translated by F. fninter
(3t. Louin: ~Gonecordia rublishing iouse, 1889¥, Pe 220,
gegoaitﬁr referred to as "Sermon on Sendin; Children %o

choo

Sins, |
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and instructc all elasses how they are &o discgarga their

varicus dubions in o menner accepbable to God."

e precbest teaching funetion of the mianlsterial office
iz the beaculing of the Word of God and to malke imown bhe
Yay of salvabion tharoush Christ. The pastors are the

“.,, . B Mg oe ]
SpLritual fathers™ of the pocple who govern end guide them
b |

her - g -~ L] 3
by the Jord of God,. By the off'ice of the minlatry souls

arcs

dally bausit, converted, bapbized, broughi to Christ,
made Licsuced, redecemed, from sin, death, nell, and the
Govil, and come bto perfect righteousness and etornnl
i1ilfe in heaven, Danlcl woll sayst "They that beach
Guicrs sholl shine as the brightress of the firmanment:
and Ghey Ghat turn many to righboousness, as the stars
forever and ever" (Dan, x1i1.3).%

L =)

“he Lish esteem in which Luther held the teaching of

the Word of God is i1liuctrated beautifully in his paraphrase

of the Fourth retitions
??TC Thy sraece to all preoachers, that they may preach
Thy word and Cﬂriau, to profit and Selvasior, in all

the World, Help all who bear the preaching of Thy
dord Lu Lleavn Christ, aand honestly to bobter thiier lives
sherobye. Oraciously drive out of the lioly Church all
strange preaching and teaching from which men do nob
loarn Gu-iat. Have merey upon all bishopa, pricsta,

cler;y and sll that are ir authority, that they may be

'-J

21bid,

SMarsia ﬁuthcr, "Phe Large Catecnisnm,”" Triglot Concordia:
00 5.2£ the Live Luthoran Canurch te LoOuisg
hing lcuse, 1921), De O27e

The Sy
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HLuther, "Sormon on Sendlng Children to School," pe 225
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enlighteoned by Thy gracg to teach and govera us arizhb

o'
| B ol
Oy procept and exanplase

The will of cod is done on earth as in heaveﬁ by ©the correct
boaching of She Yord of God, which is the duty of eveny true
minister of the Word.

£ Ghe Word of God for The salvation
of man ip the most importent functlon in the ministorisl
offices Connesbod with this ie the temporal benefit whilch

the preseh e ol the YWord affords niaNe

=

Be Uho Pastor hos Reaponsibility to Encourajse

sducabion and to Instruet His FPecple

Reoaliuzin: that the teachinp function is an important
part of the inisterial office, the pastor :met do e2ll in
bils power o encourase educaticn and Go instruct his people.

Hibth the hope thab the pastors would encourege education,

Luther wrobte his "Sermon on Sending Chilldren o Schocle"

&

It is addressed specifically "To all Pastors and Freachers.”

(&)

Luther ig sending them the sermon which he himaelf has preache

e

ed ofton in the nope that they will pass on the sermon to

the people and gncourage then to have thelr ehildren educateds

peclal introductory note to tho sermon, the pastors

Siartin Luther, "A Briel Explanation of the Ten
Commendmenta, The Creed, end the Lord's Frayor," iHorks of
Yartin Luthor, transiated by C, le Jacobs (Fhiladelphia:
Yublenbery rress, c.1903), III, p. 360,

Oruther, "Sormon on Sonding Children to dchool;" pe 217.
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are adwonished to greater zeal Iop the educabion of the young.

They should not tailal that this is ao responsibility of

theirta, Thoy heve a dircect responsibility to encourage

Parents Lo send thelr children to aschool Tor the welfare of
7

Church and State,

In uis preface to The Small Catecehism, Luther addresses

Specifically the pastors and preachers, urging them to ine
8iruct thoir peoples fie haz just visited some of the parishes
end is ghocked at the deplorable condition which exista,
"ihe cemmon seople, espeeially in the villages, have no
owledi e whatever of Christian doectrine, and alasl many
Fast'gu are albogether ineapable snd incompetent to teach,
* o ¢ Li iz the pzators' fault and gsuilt that the people do
10t know the fundanentel Christian truths. Luther entrests
them that they devobe themselves to thelr offico and uso this
catechlism, which he has preopared to teach the people, espec-
ialiy the younge

While The Lerge Cabechism was intended for ell, it waé

in particulsr to cnable the less-cducabed pastors in the
village ond countyy to do justice to their office. In the
lonzer preface to Phe Larse Cabechism, Luther directe his

admonition "o all Christians, bub espocially to all pastors

L

7Ibid.,‘passim.

G". 1 fimp [} .
Ziartin Lucher, "The Small Gaoecniam, Teislot
a Lutheran Church

Concordins: The Syuboclical Books of the B
(3%. Louis: " Uoncordia PuBIiaEiné'ﬁouse,’I@2I). Ps D33e
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@nd preachers, that they should daily exercise bhemselves in
the catechisn, whieh ism a chort sunnary and opltome of The
entire licly ﬁcrlptures."j He Iurther urges the pastors never
to tire of voviewins, weditating, reading, and studyinge In
order o teach the doetrines, they will themaelves have o
be well acquainted with them. It is nogessery that the
Pagtor leen up a constent study of the catechism for one
ca&n never exhauvst all that iz to be learned from this one

> PN B AR T

Scund pedogozieal principles of presentetion, illustrae

tlon, and anplicebilibty are Lo be parb of the pastor's gl
insbruction. A paator must nob only have the skill of oratonry

and exhortation, but the abllity to teach also. Luther

L L ]

sugzests when the pestor treats a subject that he should do
the followings

5 it forth, then define it; third, adduce

of Sepipture in support of it; fourth,

¢ it wibth examples from the Bible and else- v
£

reprool to fhe wicked, the disobedient, the slcthiul,
and others,
Thus, we sce that the pastor by virtue of the ministerial

officc has responsibillty to his people. He must encouraze

Yiartin Luther, "The Larze Catechism, Trislot
i

Goncordiss Symbolleal Book of the Ev. Lutheran Ohureh
s Lou.3: éoneorEIa Tublishing House, L92L1), De HGTe

10proserved Smith, The Life and Letters of Martin
Luther (New York: Hourchton HMifrlin Company,; 19il)s Pe 187.
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hiz people to cducate their young; for the welfare of the
Church and eivil sovernnsnt, and he must himsell be able
b0 fngtruct them in the truths of the Holy Seriptures as
they apply to the secular calling and spiritual life of the
Christian,




CHAPRER VI
WORGHIP I8 A PARY OF EDUCATION

Ae ILuther made the Worehip Sorvico more Meaningful
In 1523, Luther prepared the Formmls Missee ot Communicnis
in whielh Lo purified the liturgy of tho Roman liass, removing

the objcotlonablie featuves end peSalning those that weore sood

Ca Ll

maula Wissae ronalnod in Latin bosause that

, B - !
anG i._} oS e LIS 4

language was a51l) uldely wood, being the univeraal, oo well

A P e

as hlstorical, language of the Cluroh. Luthor, howover,
giestod that vernacular sermons and vernacular hyuns be
used in Lhe sorvice, thus, maklng tho worship more mosningful ;
and educullonal Tor tho oomuon Pooplos

Partly bocouse of popular roguest, and partly becauas
he wlshed to make the sorvice stlll more sultable to congre=

Y
Getlonnl papticlpation, Luther drow up the Deubsche Hesse in
1525, It was aob a aere llteral translation of Gho hiobore
leal ordor of zerviocce Zhe words and music uere writton and
chesen with particular atbention given to bring acrosg tho
Germmn 1dlom. Ticed says of Ghis, "For hin [Luther) tho
muale 22 woll as the Gext was.to be 'gine rechte doutagho
ars.'"& Yo asslet hinm in this delicate work, bho callod

Bugenhazen and Jonas to his aide The Ileoctor sent him John

Atusher Reod, Tho Lutheran Litupgsy (Fhiladelphia:
Huhlenbers Pross, 6e194T)s De 15e
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Walbher and Conrad Hupif to help in writing the ausic of
bhe service, %he order of sorvice which they produced wag
not the first so appear, bubt it surpassed all other attempts
because of the soncelous effort nob Juat to make a literal
German translation of words ond music, bub actually to
Cermanize the service to such an extent that 1t might be
felt end grasped by the common pesple, Theo pecple could now
feel thaet this was tholr service, They could put themselves
into free and meaniapful participation, Onece again, we soe
how this concern for the people had great pedogogical valuese

Luther coasidered the wership service a valuable ncans
of insbraction. Tho‘worship gervice was a neans of instruce
Glon particularly for the younz and the non-Chricitians
however, 1L was also for the Christian in as far as he, ©o0,
Was & sinner and In need of strengthening. In his preface

bo bhe Jsutssic iesss, Luther writca, "We need such Ordera

for thore who either smust still become Christians or nesd to
be strenzthonod. o o ."2 Apain, speaking of daily service:
“Phin is what I have to say concorning the deily Service and
the teachinz of God's Word, whieh is primarily for the traig—
ing cu'.“3 the youny and fho ennouragement of the simple-minded.

-
o s o' Thiz pedezosicel ewureness ia found bthroushout

Zifartin Luther, "Deutsche Hesse and Ordnuns Cobbis
Diegsts," The Philadelphisa Ldltion, translated by A, Steimle
(Philadeolphio:™ ‘luhlenbers rress, c.1932), VI, 171,

31bid., pe 185.
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Luther's discussion of the onder of serviceo. Roed, commentinag

on Luthor!s viows of worship in the Deutsche ilesse, malkes

thig ”udbu!uJu, "The pedazosleal spirit is evident throughe

oub.“
Be Tho Scrvice has Great Educationsl Devices

Luther perhaps gave his greatest sontribution to
Worahip throwugh the use of the congregationsl song in the
vernocular. The vernacular souny; was & poweriul mcuns of
eonveying Lhe Sruth of the Coapel. It was an educational
device. In the niddle ages, the liburzy was sluost enbively
®eatricted tu the celebrent and the echolr, The congregation
Jolned In only a fow of the rosponses in the vernzcular,
Beeause ho recosnized the oducasionel devotional value of
hyans, Lubhor very early, perhaps in 1523, sci about irans-
labing and conposiog hyses inbo the Corman languages It is
not derlnitcly lmown how many hymns he composod. There are
Shiriyesiz or thirsy-seven pencrally aseribed to him,
Through his iatorest ia hymns, Luther has made & great and
lesting contribubicn o latter generations. The hymn still
s an Lmportant mecns for expressing and teaching the

Chrisbian relijion. Dainton says that Luther, for his

l-"

ilﬁeed’ Otle Giﬁ.’ Ps 77'

Sielend Bainton, Here I Stand: A Life of Hartin
Luthen ( anhv_llo- Abing don—-coLasbury Press, C.1950),

Pe
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outstanding conbribution, misht truly be recognized as the
fathor of congregational soug.“6
Within the serviee itself, Luthor suggested that the

pastor instruct the pcople in the catechismes The catechete

cr

fcal instruction was bo be glven f£rom tho pulpit at a
gtated time or daily an may bo needed:
First, trn Gercan Serviee needs an eaaily understood,
vla;g, einple cabtechism, Catecihism mcans instruction,
in which hesthen who want te be Christians are taught

and directed in what they zhould believg, do, omit to
do, and aow In the Christian religlon.

Thus, Luther had in mind that the cateehkism instructica as
& part of' the scrviece chould melke a contribution to the
educational value of the worshipe

o oignhest educetionel devices, however, for Luthor
Werc the actual speaking and preaching of tho Words The
Word was the nll important thing and it above all should
be tauzht, This teaching wes most effectively done ia the

reading of the leasons and the preaching of the sermon. The

sermon had beon neglested by the Roman Catholie Church,

Luther, knowin: that prbaching had been an important function

of the early Chursch, brought it beck Lo ita rightful lnpore:
tence. The importance of apealking tho Word in lesson and
sermon are implied in the Deutsche Hesse: "Since the chilef

and greatest aim of the Service 1s o proach and teach God!s

81b1Ge, Do 3hilte

Thuther, "Doutsche iHosse und Ordnung Gobttis Diensts,”
p. 17'4..

v




Word, ge have avransed for sermons and lezasons zs follows,

© o o' In the eightepags pamphlet, Von Ordenunz Gobtis

Dlenst ¥nn Der Gome wyne, in 1523, Luther stated very empnabe-

feally uﬂe importance of preaching:

It gs necessury b £40d, first of all, that the
Christian conpgrexation nover should assemble unless

(S co
uﬁ'*c dord ls preached and prayer_ is mede, no nattor
rlei a time bthis may be.

“he preaching, in order to be lnstructive, should be
8imple enouch mo thet the common people could understand,
lutherts cun scrmons are simple and interesting. They are
Tine examnloes »f what he meana when he saye that sermons are

©0 be simple., Councernins his own preaching, Lubher asaid:

dc: I preacihh at this place, I come down %o the level
of Line ravple; I do nob repard tho doctors and the
tozcchers, of whom there are about forty in my audience,

7

bub the crowd of young people, children, and servants,

of whon thers aro a hundred or a thousand; to these I
precch, o these I direet my attention. ¢ « o 70 use

Gre 56z, Hebr on, or Latin in sermons is mere self-
oralbtntion, which is altopethor out of keeping with this
place and “1ﬁe; it is only done in ordor that the poor,
ignorant lay poople may marvel and praise the preacher,C

Here is cxpressed his concern that the common people unidere

stand the Word, Preachlng 1s a :must, but not any kind of

breaching, lor the sermons rmust be simple enouzh so that ths

81bide, pe 177,

Martin Luthor, "Von Urdenuas Cottis Dienst ¥nn Der
Gemoyne," The Philadelphiz Bdition, translated by A. Steimle
(Pﬂiladelaula. Tunlenber:. rress, €.1932), VI, 0.

1070hn He Fritz, Pastoral Theolo (St, Louia:
Goncordia Publishing HouSo, Cel9lb)s Pe 354e
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ma jority of the pecple can understand and learn the lesson,
In summary, Luther locked upon worship services as a
meens of iastruction as well as edification. So that it
might be Just thab, he went to mreat effort to make the
hlotorical order of worship more meaningful and understand-
a&ble for the people. He stressed the value of the song and

the spoakinz and preaching of the Uord as means of tesaching

the Christian religlon.




CHAPTER VII

ELEASITARY EDUCATION IS 70 BE UNIVERSAL

Ao Education iun the Hiddle ages

Bellore we econ appreclate Luther's conbribution bo
universal elenenbory education, we smust first discuss the
linftationa of She oxleting schools, oot ol the schools
in tho widdie acges were directly ecuncebed with the Church

and had zg thelir chief purpzse the preparation for service

L™

in the Church, While there was & wide variety of schoolsg

Sueh as the cathedral, parochial, monastic, burgher, knizhily, 4

&nt lullbruder, Iin acbual practice they proved to be for

from & univerzal ayetem of edueation from which all boys and
7irls ecould benefite TH 18 true that during the days of
Cherlens me, there had been a resurgance in education. The
reforas woleh he carried oub during his life wore soon lost
aftor his denith, Sherrill points cub that evea the length
of relizious instruction decressed in vhe medievai Church
unéil it virtually disappoard and liturgical ceremony.and
aymbelism book ita place.

eacrally spcaking, irvom the tlne of Crepary the Greatb

v
untll the time of Luther, there was little provision for

L=

education of the common weople on a universal scale. They

ifewis Sherrill, "ledioval Symbols of Thought,"
Ihe Riss of Christisn Education (New York: [Hacmlllan Coe,

19011}, De 251.
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contloued to live in their ignorance, recoiving little

Cneouracemont to bebber their situation. Those who were

Sncourazed, were cncourazed to prepare themselvos fop

Sorvice in the Church, Hducniion of a sccular nature was nob
considercd Luporsant, Gdueation of glrls was ni0st neglected
of all, Ounly tho sivls of nobility received some f'ine
educetion in houpechold duties, reading, writing, iusic, and

[ - ‘polite manncrz.  Tke sltuetion was sot equally bad In all

areas. dome of the eities had burgher schools and the v

dullbruder schools were a bright lizht in education of the
Gommon nan, Yhis was by no means the general -situation,

P A 2} ' .

Pelater swas it up in the rollowing passage:

ko seneral effort was made to reach and eleovate then
Egpe comaon people] by éducation, The ccclesiastical
eciiwools were designated chiefly for candidates for the
prlesthood; the parochial schools fitted the young for v
Chuvrch nembership; tiie burzher schools were intended
for the commercial and a»tisan c¢lasses of the citieas;
Znichtly education save a training for chivalry. Thus
the laboring elasses were left to toil on In igaorance
and wanl; they remained in a dependont and servile
condiSion, thelr lives unillumined by intellectual
pleazurea, If here and there, as claimed by Roman
Gathollic wribtera, popular schools wera established,
they were too few in number and too weal in influence
to deserve more than a passing mention.

; 2r, Fainter, Luther on RBducetion (St. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1809)s Ds L130s
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Be Luther's View of Education for Boys and Girls

in contrast to what has been said, Luther insistod that
all eities, Lowns, and villages of Germeny should establish
schools {for boys and #irls, rich and poor, supporited by L
public funds, Az we have seen, Lubher not only oncourazed
the leaders to support general aducation, but he wished tho 5
eomnon people Lo send their children to school.3 The common
pecple should not feel as thoush they have no part in the
beaelfilts of education. MHoble birth docs not maike lords and
ruleragGod can do scmething about blessing the common man,
Luthor Lelieved that the common people and the poor should
have cppirtunity for education and advancement as well s
tho vich.&

Luather, however, hed a difficult time convineing the
eommon people Lthat they should send thelr children to school.
Anong other cxcusea, they Tfelt that they could not spare the
ehiliren for so long e time cach day, Luther replies:

It is not my idea that we should cstablish schools

as bhey have becn heretofore, where a boy has studied
Donabus and Aloxander twenbty or thirty years, and yet
has loarned aothing. « « My idea is that boys should
spend an hour or two a dey in school, end tho rest of

3supra, pe 20

: #Hartin.Lubher, “Sermon on the Duty of Sonding
Children to School," Luther on Education, translateé by Fe
?aiggcr (3t. Louls: TConcordia Fublishing House, 18869),

Do Oe
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the time work at home, learn some trade and whatever
o o

} deslireds + +
The percnis would ot miss the ohlldren since the boyas "now
Spend Genfold g ,.ﬁch in shootiag w%th erossbows, playing
ball, runain:, aod tu ibling about,"
ot only wero the boys of the common people to be
cdusatod, but Ghe irls also should be educated and left
frse o pursue learning. Lubhor would sugrest that the =
wirls be civon cdusaiion a few hours everydaje. If tie par-
ents compilain thab they ean not afford to have them away
from home tule long, Luther argues:
In lile anner, a girl has time to go %o Jchool an
howr o day, aad yet attend to her work at home; fo
ae slecps, dances, and plays away more than that,
Luther cnccuraged bthe Toun Council of Wittenberz Lo
catablish a sehool for girls. He himaelf invited Else von
denitz to Le the schoolnistress and openod his own home to
her in the followiln: words, "You shall be in my house and
at my table, sc that you may be [Irce from danger and cares,
80 I bep you not to refuse rr.e.“{. In the constitution of

the econsresation at Leisnic, published and comnended by

Luther as a model, ls stabted that the ten diroectors in the

61hia,

TLhidog De 2GUe

Ofhomas Lindsay, "Layin~ the Foundations of tho
Bvangel.ical Chuveh," Luther and the German Roforwation
(Edinbul‘:jh: Te & To mm)’ Do °
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hame of the conjgrogation shall have the power to call a
teacher for the youns boys. However, tho dircctors are in
like manner o provide an honorable, nmature, and blameless
woman %o instruct bthe youns girls under twelve yeara of
a5Ce Uhey ars to be instructed in "Christlan diseipline,
honer, ana virtue, and at a sultable plece t5 teach them
readlin: and writing in Cemman & few hours dally."

Hor were the poor boys and girls %o be left out of the

pleture, Lvery ehild, no matter how poor his parents were,
should recclve at least an elementary training in reazding,

uriting, and relision. Luther even wenb so far as to say:

worest youths are the most studious, for Christ,

f yor, wishes to builc up his poor kindgom

our Mone +1he rich young gentlenien, 1gaued
purase and possessionz, de not study.

=

Luther soi up o system of helping poor students. He receiv-
ed funds {rom well-to-do ladics and gontlemen. Lindsay
mentions a ecertain Frau Dorothee JBrzer as the first to

y L 11
onate Tive hundred sulden to Luther's fund,

% Fainter, op. cit., pe 139.

10prosorved Smith, The Life and Lotbors of Hartin
Lubher (New York: Houchton MiIilin Company, 191l)s De 23

11Li:1d83;[. OB Cites Do 236-
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e ILutherts Transiction of the Bible and

Its Influsnce upon Universsl Education

“hile Luther did a great desl in other areas in eatab=
lishing universal olezentery eduscation, his zreatest con-
tribution i3 nerhaps his trangslation of the Seriptures., I
is the translation of &he Soriptures into the tongsue of the
Somaon pecple whieh inereased in Ghem more than anything a
dezire for ocducation so that they might read the Bible, o
For this reason, Frederick Eby seys: "One is fully justi-
fied in caylng that the Bible wea not only the cause of

Frotesbant lefornation, bub equelly of Protestant kducation,"12

Asain and avain, aubhoritles oxpress the great contribution

luther m2do Sowsrd the education of the masses throuzh his
translation of the Bible: Cubberly for instance remaris,
"the pricting of the Bible in the comuon tongue did far

frore to stisulate a desire to be able to read than did the =

13
Revival of Learainge. o o %
“he common pecple, before Luther's translatioa of tThe
Bible, had 1ittle incentive to loara how to read or write.

There was 1itile need for writing in the small business

. 12pnederick Eby, "The Reneissance and Reformation,"
Chreistianity and jducation (Dellas: Ixecutive Board of the

Bepbist Coneral Convencion of Texas, Cel915), De 55

1351 wooa Cubberley, "kducational Results of the
Protestant Hevolts, " Zhe History of Education (Cambridge:
The Wiverside Presa, c'.'T'L',Fr,'Tp_.l 310,
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transactions they might carry oute I need bes the sign of
the cross would sufiice. IE was not until Luther translated
the Bible and poured forth with his tracts, thet the masses
"ere aroused to a desire to read, While there had been
Sermen branslatlons before, Ghey were litoral and sumbor- 7
Que, Luther went out of his why to speak simple and commone
1y in his sranslation, so that every peraon, no matier how
husble his stastion, could undorstand, if not rcad the Scrip-
turea. Iiis purpose was not to give a difficult literal or

learncd rendition, bub to transmit the oxact meaning ol the

original ints the langsuage of the German people in tho

slmplest forme Ho felt that the lansuage should be compre

hendable by the common man, and to make it so, he intervicwed

el

v

housewives, children, businossmen, and butehers to learn how
they would express tho moaning,

Luther was ao in earanest that the common poople have
the ltord of God that the New Testament was complebted in
rough draft in the remarkeble short time of Ghree months,
Al'ter acversl monthe of revision, the [first edition appeared
off the press in September of 1522.1' In his transleting “
of the Bible, Luther brulf showed his skill as translator

and educator, The result of his conscicus efiort To make

the Bible intelligible for the common people was that people

hgugsav Narius Bruce, Luther as an Educator
(Minneapolis: Aupsburg Publishing Houso, Ce1920)s De 213,
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had a desire tc lesrn how to read. This one factor alone

918 mueh to pove the way for universal elementary education,

u De The Results of Luther's Efforts

The results of Luther's efforts Lo ralte education

unlversal were srent. In his let.er to Elector John of

B e
1530, Luther sxprosses his joy at the progress of education
among the common psople in these words:

?hc tender youth of both sexes now grow up so well
instructed in the catechism and Soripture, that my
heart delishbts to behold how the boys and sirls are o
able bto pray, exereise their faith, and to speak more

of Uod and of Christ than all she eloisters, convents,

and schoole have hitherto been able to doe.*~

It should be noted that while Lubther advised universal

| =, La - -
| Gducation for boys and gzirls on the elementary level, heo

did not feel that all should be compelled %o zo to the

Secondary schools. HNumbers were nob the important thing, but

qualitys

Houever, cven if the High Schoola studied Scripturecs
dilizently we should not send every one Lo them, as

We do now, when nothing 1s considered but numbers, and
evory nman wizshes to have a Docbor's title; we should o
only szcnd the aptest pupils, wll prepared in the lower
schicola, This should be seen to by princes or magise
trates of the town, and thei should takke care that none
but the apt pupils be sent, 6

15painter, ope cibes De 140,

16aptin Luther, "To the Christian Nobility of the
German Natlion Reapecting the Relformation of the Christian

Estate," Luther's Primary lorks, edited by Henry lace and
C. A, Buchheinm (London: ﬁo&ﬂer and Stouchton, 1896), p. 23l
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In eonclusion, we can say that Luther ursed a universal
type or educnbion, He sbresscd that all children, Loys and
glrls, rich ang poors should at leaat be given en elementary
oducation., Iils trenslatlon of the Bible was important in
ereating o desirc azmony Gho common peopls to boc?me educa=

ted,




CHAPTER VIII
EDUCATION IS 70 B2 WIDE IN SCOP: ARD PRACTICAL

Painter says that an examination of Luther's pedagogical
writinge reveals thab Luther had in mind three classes of
schools, and thua, a very comprchensive syastem of education:

l. ihe Labin Schools, to which he gave most prominence;

2e The Universitics, which he wished to see reformed;
and
1

3e Schools for the common peoplée « o o
Taking this into conoideration,; we shall consider the
prineiple, "Aducabion is to be Wide in Scope and Practical,"
by discussias the threo levols of education, begzinning
with the olementury level, Both the curriculum and its
Praciicality shall be discussed under the three levels of

edueation,
As The Elementary Level

It is perhaps in the establishment of elementary
Vernscular schools that Luther gave his greatest contribu=
tlon tc cducation. There had been litile zeneral elementary
education, The subjecis wore limited in the most to read=
ing, writing, arithmetic, some formal rell:ion, =nd a little

singing., iue to tho influence of Luther, the vernacular

lp, Painter, Luther on Educatlon (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishins llouse, 1009)s De 138.

v
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Sehools for the ehildren of the common pecple developed to

Include the reading of the Bible and Ghe learaing of Luthecrts
catechism, the siaging of hymns, the reading of Aescp's
Fables, some history, and some physical mctlvity. A1l of 7
blieze subjects are basic and quibte practical for latber
education,

Slgnilicent in his curriculum of education is Luther's
added emphasic on music, history, and physical education. i
Hls emphasis on music and history seem to have grown out of
the needs o the Reformation, while the introduction of
| Physical educution uas aone thing rolatively rew in elemen-

tary education,

Luthert's gongs and his stress upon the value of music
¥ers & poweriful cducational feature in the Reformation.
Hot only ¢id he trenslete and compsse nany songs himself
énd lnbroduce vernacular singing Into the congregation, but
he cave it a prominate place in the schools, Falnter quotes

the following passares to show the value Luther placed upon

music:

Wiusic 1s semi-diseiplinarian and schoolemaster; it v
makes mon more entie and tender=hearted, more modest
and disereet."” I have always loved music., He that

is siziiled in this art is possessed of good guallities, and

can e cmployed in anything. H“usie must be retained

in the schools. A school-master must be able to s Dy

obherwice I will hear nothlng of <" "music is a

delightiul, noble gmif't of God, and nearly related to
©o3soss

theolory. I would not :ive what little sl
in music ror something great.” "With those that
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despise music, as all fanatics are wont to do, I am

not nlcﬂsoﬂ' for muslc 1z a pli't bestowed by God and
not by man, "2 {Underiining fs added by writer).

Along with musle, Luther saw a great deal of valuec in
fymnasntics, Hc'ﬁhought the ancients had a very gocd practice
in exercising their bodics. It had for him moral value in
that 1% lept men from Lalling into ravoilinu. unchastity,
fluttony, intemperance, and gaminge Whereas music drives
away all melanchely from the heart, gymnastics or phyaical
education drives away evil desires and builds and preserves
the health of the bcﬂy.3 It, along with music, was importent
in the school curriculum.

iz only aaturel that Luther should likowlse have e
hizh resard for history, bezinaing with it already on the
elenentary level, It was an importent part in establishing
an eifoctive atimek on the Romen Catholic elaims coneceraning v
priecthood, sacraments, and power of thc pope. There was
besides thiz, however, another great value in learning
history, History was for Lubher as a living fountain
throush whieh flowed all lawa, solences, waraings, comfort,

knowledge, and wisdom. I was an indication, recollection,

and monument of the divine doings of God, It showed, "how

God mainbeins, governs, hinders, advances, punishez, and

ZPainter, op. cite., pe 165,

3Gustav Druce, Luther as an Educator (iMinneapolis:
Augsburg Fublishing House, Ce1920)s De 2276
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honors men according as cach one has doserved good or ovil, "4
For ezample, in kils explanation to the First Comzandmont,
Luther points o history as revealing God's wrath azainat
ldolatry, "For Crom the beginning le Eboé] has utterly
exbirpated all jdolatrye « » ."5. Hiatory is important Ior
the curriculunm, for if it is treated objectively, it will
8how how uod works in history and controls the course of
history, ‘hus, it had pracbical value for the Christian's
falth and life, Luther took a big step in relatlng elenene=
tary educaticn to everyday life by allowing hoys and girls

to spend only o short time cach day et school and the rost

of ths time ab home learning scme trade or whatever mizht

be desired. Ta his own words:

J ideoa is that boye spend an hour or two a day in
zhjbl, and the rest of the time work at home, learn
sl

) trade and whatever is desired, so that study and
org mey go on toxethera while the chilldren are young

nd can attend to both.

While hiz chlef concern in the above passage 1s to overcome
bhe objoction of parents who did not want their children to
Spend all Lhelr time in school, one likewise senses a

deslire to make education practical and related to life,

}‘"F- Painter, op. Clitey De 160,

¢ SMartin Luther, "The Large Catechism," Trizlot
Concordis: The Symbelical Books of the Zv. Lutheran Church

P

St Louis: "Concordia Publlshing House, 1921), P 509
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Luther would arrange the schooling in such a manner "that

8%udy and worlk may go on together,"
PBe The Secondary Level

Althiouzh Luther was very =uch interested in the vernac-
uWlar education for the common people and made hils greatest
eontributlon here, he always felt that the Latin school was
the more important for the purpcse of promoting the Reformae-
tlon, It was the Latin school that would train leaders foﬁ
the Church and State and prepare them for the universitiles,
He, therefore, pub now ztress on secondary education.

Secondary cducation in the middle ages was generally
limited to Ghe trivium: Latin gramaar, rhetorie, and dia=
lectics and ut best ineluded also the quadriviun: arithne-
tie, geomobry, astroanomy, asd music. Toward the end of the
middle agesz, some instruction in philosophy and the natural
8clences were added.8 Luther would have the curriculum of
the Latin schools expanded to include Latin, Greeok, Hebrew,
rhetoric, dﬁalectica..histary, science, mathematics, music,
and 5ymnaaticﬂ.‘ ;

ubthier was not alone in his view of the importance of

TIbia,

Bruce, 6. gite, Pe 53.

9Elwocd Cubberley, MEducaticnel Results of the

Protestant Revolis," The History of Education (Cambridgos
The Riverside Freos, Ce.1940)s DPe 3Llle
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the classies. 411 the melisious groups agreed that the
6lassical curriculus pravidpd the best seccondary education.
the historical documents of the Church were written in
Latin, It was still used to present the formal writings of
the reformors., Hebrew and Greck were needed to defend and
Preserve the Lubheran Church against the Roman Catholie
errors. Luther sincerely believed that in order to preserve
the Jospel in its purity and protect it from corruption as
in the past, the anclient languages must be studied., Luther
ironically answers those who ars opposed to the foreign
classies, "I wondepr why wc do not also say: of what use to

Us are silk, wine, spices and other forsign articles® « wial

10

In his dedicaiasry letter to Lasarus Speagler, Gounselor
of the city of Nurembers, Luther writece that German bocks

are fine and are good to read at home, but in the schools

other lansuacses and subjects must be taught for:

preaching;, governing, and directing, both in the
splrituel and secular spherc, sll the sciences of the
world are insufficient, let alonc the German, partiou=-
larly at this time YEen wo do speak with more people

than neizhbor Jaolc,
Hor did the students rcsont learning Labtin, sinco 1t was

useful as the lanzuage of the Church, law diplomacy, inter-

national relations, scholurship, and travel. Thus, we see

laaloLu".:hcr, "7 ottor on Bohalf of Christian Schools,"
p. °

1lpainter, op. cltes Do 53
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the prectical elemont also revealed in the extenaive

Secondary curriculum,
Ge Universities

While Luther called the universities "Schools of
Satan," amon~ other things, he did not agree with the common
People that they should be abolished.l2 Rather, he would
reform their disecipline and study.

The universities in the middle ages were free socleties
having faculties of arts, medicine, theology, and law. The
intellectual presentation of seholasticism dominated the
eurriculun., The purpose of scholasticism was to reconcile
philosophy with Christian truth and faith, to Christianize
heathen philosophy, and to systematize inowledsge. "The
result was a mixture of Aristotelian philosophy and medieval
theology., . . ."13 Abatractions, hairsplittings, and
selentific terminology were carried to an extreme,

It is against this emphasis that Luther réactad. In .
his address to the nobility ih 1530, he asks tho question:

What are the univeralties, as at prescnt ordered, but,

a3 the book of llaccabees says, "schools of !Greek

Tfashion' and 'heathenish manners!'™ (2ifacc. iv.12,B),
full of dissolute living, whore very little is taught

12EDy, ope oites Pe TTe

13paul Kretzmann, 4 Erief Histo of Education
(Sts Louls: Concordia 5&51!35!33 House, N.de)s P. L5e
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ol the Holy Seriptures and of the Christian falth, and

farthor shan Choseltih Tl h M e

Ag ecarly as 1509, Luther had lectured on Aristotle'a
Sthics and the Scatonces of Peter Lombard. Already at that
ble, he dotested bheir study in comparison to th astudy of
tho Bible and spoke sharp words agalnst the aschiolaatle
@pproschie It 1s perhaps little known that.he wrote Ninety=
Seven“lheses asalnst iristotle and the scholastics shortly
belore he wrobe hle famous Ninety-Five Theses, ihile his
theses anuinst Arlatotlo met with much opposition, they also
Won many adhereats and paved the way for a new approach to
Beholarship. Whis new spproach was to do away with method
and encoursce the atudy of Seripture. Luther would, however,

retain sAristotlets books, Lozica, Rhetoriec, and Poctlca,

8ince they were ugeful in teaching the youns to speak and

preach well, but he would do away with all the commentz on

Luther would let the faculty of medicine refcrm itself,
However, the foculty of Law was spending too much time on
the Cancn Law of the Church to the neglect of the learaing
of the Guspel, He would have the locél common law take

bPrecedence cover the law of the empire, since each land and

Wiartin Luther, "To the Chriatian Hobility of the
Jerman Nation Respecting the Reformation of the Christian
Hstate," Luther's Frimary Works, edited by Henry Wace and
Cs 4. Duchoim and bransiated into Zaslish (London: Hodder
and Stoughton, 1096), p. 228,
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district had its owa particular problems and pecullsr chare
@cberistica. Thoy could bo governed ruch better by the
local common lew. The elaborate, lar-fotched laws of the
empire geemed o him often to be a burden to the people
15

and a iiadrence to mood bualacss.

ifore, it @i At be mentioned that Lubther in tﬂe closing
deelion of his "Lebler bo the iMayors" encourages the erection
of suitable buildings for good libraries. Libraries to
Luther were very important because the spiritual snd civie
leaders should have some place Lo 30 and prepare themaelves
Tfor usciul sorvice. They were important for bthe preaervation
of the Cospel and evewyy lind of learning. The books for the
librarics, however, should be picked diseriminately. Ia the
paat, mony hurtful books of the monks, Aristotle, and the
philescphers had been preserveds It was not neceasary to
rathoer a1l Ghe books ever written, but only the best. Luther
would have four Gypes of books preserved in the libraries:
(1) The Holy Seriptures in Latin, Gresk, Hoﬁraw, Gernsn and

othier lanzuayes and the best and most ancient commentariess

(2) Boolks userul in acquiring the languages, such as writings
of poets and orators {rom whom gramuar ml:-ht be learned;

(3) Books treabing on all the arts and sciences; (i1) Books

15Tb1d., pe 231e
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on Jurisprudence ond medicinos A prominent place should elso
be given Lo chronicles -and hiat;ori:ea.lb

1l sumary, we see bhat the reform and' improvement
Woleh Luther wished to effect was on all three levels of
learnings. le sxpanded the curricula and made educztion
wider in scops. While the emphasis was upon classical
educaticn for the benefit of the Church, he also had in
mind the welfare of the elvie offices. Throughout his con-
eern was thal the education be practical and useful for the

Feople and Leanelicial for spirituel and civie officea.

161, ther, "Letteor on Behall of Christian 3Schools,"
Pe 206,




CHAPTER IX
THE WMETIOD IS T0 FACILITATE UNDERSTANDING

Ae Instruction ia to be Adapted

to the Habure of the Child

Luther zaw in the e¢hild the gracious working of God.
God hod so made bthe child that 1P taught properly, he would
take deii hi in learning, Ho urzes in his "Letter to the
Heyors in Dehalf of Schocls" that they take advantage of

this inbora tendency of tho chlld and provide schools for

=

learning,

Bruce says, "Through hlg affectionatec relations with
bls own cliiliven Luther attalned a deeper appreclation og
child nature as well as the whole prooess of education,™
Luther had siz children of his own and in addltion the
Pespensivliity of bringing up eleven-orphaned nephews and
aleces. His first child Hans was & great joy and delight
to him, Tn his remerks concernins Hans, one can ~aim an
ingizht into Luther's own understanding of child-nature,

which afiected his principles of cducation., In one of his

liertin Luther, "Letter to the lMayors and Aldermen of
all the Cltics of Germany in Behalf of Christian Schools,"
Luther on Hducation, translated from German b{ F, Painter

9

(8t Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1889), pe 198.

25ustav Bruce, Lubher as an Educator (Minneapolisz:
Augsburg Publishing House, €e1920),; De 77¢

bt‘
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fable Talke, Luthor obascrvos:

Iy boy Hana is now entering upon his seventh year.

ﬂ ivery seven ysars a porson changes; the firat pericd

, is Infancy, the second childhood, AL fourbtesn they

1 bezin to see the world and lay the foundation of edu-
caglon, av btwenty-one the younz men seek marriage, atb
tweniy-eight they are householders and patres-familiasg,
at thirty-five shey are magletrates in chuvch and

| state, until lorty-two when are kings. - After that

.; che senses bepin o decline. Thus every seven years

_i:'s::-in,;s 2 new condition in bodg and characier, as has v

tappened to me and to us all,

From his keen understanding of the ways of children,
| Luthor adaonishes the teachers to use the natural incilna-
{ blons of children in teaching thems They are to try to
understand the child, In his explanation to the Second
- Cormandment, Lubther shows how children arc to te congbantly
urged ond ineised to honor the name of God. The instruc-
tlon, however, iz tobo done "in childlike way and playfully ¥
in the feur and honor of Code o o o If this is done, the
children will delight in fulfilling the commandments:
For what must he enforced with rods and blows only
will nob develop into & good breed, and at beat will v

remoin godly under such tregtment no loanger than while
the rod 1s upon their baclk,

If we are to teach children, we must become one of them,

31bide, Po 100.

litartin Luther, "The Lerge Catechism,® translated inbo

nslish in the Yriglot Concordia: The Symbolical Books of
: ~Zontordla PabITshing

the &v, Lutheran Church (Ste Louis:
Duse, 152:,’ }’. e

5Ibid., pe 603.
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In his Deutsche Messe, Luther concludes the section on
lnstruction in Bible passages through illustraticn:.as

follows:

Let none think himself too wise for this and despise
such chlld¥a play. Christ, in order to train men,

must needs become a man himself. If we wish to train
chlldren, we wust become children with them, Would to
God sueh child's play were widely practiced, In a

short time we would have a great wealth of Christian Vv
Pecple, soula becoming g.i.oh in Seripture and the

Enovledie of Gode o o @

By this we see bthe value Luther put upon understanding the
nature of the chiid and uing the netural tendencics 3o as
Lo facilitate underatanding and interest on the part of the

chila,

Be The Lessons are to bs Simple to

fecilitate Understanding

Luther is an outstanding example himself of teaching
and preachins to the understanding of the people. He always
sought to live up to the principle of simplicity which he
tausht to bis students., The result was that his words were

spread by the common people and a greater impact was made

wWith his teaching, In the preface to the Small Catechism,
Luther stresses the principle of using simplicity in

Oijartin Luther, "Deutsche lesse und. Crdnunsg Gottis
Dienats," The Philadelphia Edition, Vol, VI, translated by
A. Steimle (Fhlladelphia: rHuhlenberg Press, c.1932), p. 176,
Hereaftor referred to as Deutsche lesse.
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teaching, The pastors are not to make thelr own so-called

improvements ana adaptaticns, using one expression this

'-I‘, - . .-
time and another a difforent time. This wosuld only confuae

- " |
the children, The pastors should not rush into their

Instrucsion oubt make sure the students underatand and have
v

learned the leosson well before proceeding on to the next.
If the pastor proceeds before they ﬁnﬂerabanﬁ the lesson,
the students will be overvhelmed with it all and will not
retaln the former lesson.

‘he ontire course should thus be graded according to
e abllity of the ohildren and simple enough so the child

I the ckild does not understand, he can

can understand,
ot relate it Lo life and the method fails its purpose.

& w4

Ce lemorization is to be Reasonable and

Scrve the Understanding

Luther put a great deal of emphasis on memorization,
' v

In the Lar-e Catechism, he says:
Therefore we must have the young leara the parts which

belens to the Catechism or instruction for the children
well and fluently and diligently exercise thomselves

in theme & @95

Againg

These are the most necessary parts which one should
first learn to repeai word.for word, and which our
cialldren should be accustcmed to recite daily when

Truther, "The Large Catechism," pe 575.
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they an mu ;.n the morning, when they ait down to tholir
neals, and when thoy rotire at nizaty and untll they
repeat, then, thoy should bo siven neither food nor

dvi:::c.“

A% Lo the guentlity of momorizing, however, Luthor did
not demnnd mere than the child was able to produco. For
bhose less -1rted, ho wes satisfiod that thoy lmow the toxt
of the first three chied pertas and the 'words of iInstlitution
of Daptiom and the Lopdls Suppar. ILuther says in his pree

face to bhe Laroe Cateshisa, "for the comzon poople #e are

satisficd with the throe parto, uhich have remasined in
. 9
Cheistendon Crom of olds o e off Lubher did not demand

asre thon the ebility of tho hoarer in memorization.

Wthou  Luther believed in cxact nmemorization, jot
thia memorisnution was not to be : rechanical, bub coasclous, V
persunal, and applicabls, In tho proface to the dmall
Gatoochism, Luther inatructs the proachers: "Aftor thoy
[ihe ehilared] heve well learnod tho text, thon teaon them
the sense ealso, so thot thoy !mow what 1t means,"
Althoush thiz might not be considered ;ood proceedure today,

Jet Luthor no doubb felt that the understanding of the

lesson would be fasilitated aad the aubjcet mattor roro

{\
YIbidey Pe 5770

91bides De 575

10artin Luther, "The Small Catechism,” tranalated inso
English 1a thoe Te=ilot Concordias ‘rha .:. nboli.oal Books of
the Iv, Luthoran churs 1"('55_1'."_13: orala rubLisiing

ouzo, 1921), De 5
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€asily grasped once it had been memorizeds

Luther insisted on elaboration of what had beon learned
Saroush explanations, sermons, quostions and answerss With
“ubher we meet the guestions: "what doos this mean? What
doos i:h:‘:.ilai;;:xii';"i Where is this written? what does it ¥
profiss" This is quite different from the mechanical
fiethods of the middle ages. It was a deliberate attempt
o iluprove the past methods and to help the understanding
of what was belng learneds He instructed the hsad of the
house in the Heutsche iiesse:

®hey [Ghe children] should not merely lesrn to say

the words by hearf, as heretofore, but with each

WA cach pawé Meais mndiaw i undepknenilic iR

part m .
Ds TIllusirations are to be used to

Inprove Understanding

Luthor valued the use of illustrations so greatly for
teaching that he took time while at Coburgz to maké a :
ccllecticn of Aesop's Fables into "a somewhat better Germnn."13
He regarded them very highly and MMeW of few books aside
from the Seriptures that better portrayed the external 1ife

of man, the faebles cauzht the interest and imagination of

1llnente, ope cites DPe The
12Luther, Deutsche liesse, pe 1Tl

L 13&1bert Steinhmeuser, Luther Primer, (Columbia:
survey Publishing Company; c«.I017)s DPe .
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the peuple and unpretentiously taught them a morzl. Whereoas
People wi ht nobt tuke the admonition from & porson, bhoy
Might listen bo the mouth of animals,

In the Deubsche fesse, Luther writes that children are
50 be encournzed Lo bring home Seripture texts from the
sermons and to vepeat them at meal-time for the parcents,
‘he parents are to cncourase learning by having the child
thlaz he has btwo pockebs inbo which he drops the paasages

€8 e would drop coinms: Mlet faith's pouch be the golden

71
=k
pouch, , o Lator he contiaunes, YLet love's pouch be

the ailver -;-uc'n."l5

Luthcr dveas a Uine example of the use of illustrations
in hic classlic letter %o little Hans on June 19, 1530,
Little Hons wes ounly four years old, yet Luther came down
to is level, One can only imagine the oxcitcment that
eome over the Little son as his mothor read him the letter.
Luther does noi seocld his son for not praylns and studying,

8 bo tho boy's imazination and paints him a ploture

et

he apne

c3

of heaven with trses loaded with frult, ponies with silver
seddles, ehildren happy and singing and having a Jolly time,
Lubhor mentions that these children had learned their

Seripture passages and prayed and Hans should do likowise

Mizuther; Deubsche Hessze, pe 175.

15Tbide, pe 176
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80 he n 16
micht enjoy the same things in heaven.

To faciiitate the learning of Bible History, Luther in
1529, Published his Pagslonale, called "The first Biblical

17 v
History for the Christian homes" It was a booklet

C%Iposed of fortyenine Biblical plctures with texts corre-
8Ponding, ileven were taken from Ghe Old Testament and
thirtyeeisht from the Now Testament, The purpose of the
booltlet as stabed in the preface by tho Reformer is "chiefly
for the sakc of the children and gimple folks, who are better

enabled by picture and parable to remember the divine

10

history,* When his _-'.’_.m_g_];.l_._ Catechism appeared in 1529, 1%
Was lllustrated by twenty wood cuts; the number was later g
inereased to twe nty-four, Luther used examples drawn [lrom
daily life, folkelore, and especially history.

Luther at least in one instance advocated dramatics as
& means of illustrating life and teaching secular literature, v
“he instance was when Johann Collarius came to him and said
that a schocl teacher in Schlesien had arranged to give one
of the plays of Terence and the people were objocting.
Collarius wanted Go know how Luther felt, Luthor said that
he saw no objection in this since 1t would teach the actors

the use of Lotin and the play itself would inform the people

171'!. Reu, caueohetics (Chicago: dartburg Publ.tah:lng
_House, 1918)! Boe

181p1a., p. 105,
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in various walks of life,
Thus, lllustrations of all sorts are an important

element in racilitating understanding of the subject.

Ze Discipline is %o be Tempored with Love

20
"| b S ] 1 =
Duty of Parents," However, it must also bo briefly

@iven when considerine Luther's views on method, Luther

warns the school teachers of his day not to apply discipline

.eny clusey schoolmesters spoll fine minds with their
Deustoerlns, storming, whipping, and beating, when they
<0 1ot deal otherwisc with thelr children ihan an
Ciceuiioner or jalleor dozls with a t;hiof.a
Althouh punishment has & deterrent effect upoan the sinful
neture, Luther thourht 1t could mever bring about positive
resulitase These muat come about tﬁrough the New MHan and the
Goapele. Uhe fear of punishment may result in outwaerd obed-

lenee, bub it can not work a willingness to do what is right, Vv

should not punish with the same severity as for more serious v

19;’:ruca, Spe Cibtes Do 236s

e 1§ 1~ oo
ccau,;-:-ﬂ., Dea 17.

- 2lpa-1, Kretamans, Luther on r_ﬂ___tﬁducatiun Ll bio Zoziotian
Home and School (Burlington: iInhe Lubhoran Literary board,

c.I§q‘. 2 Pe Die
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faul g, Une should punish according to the meverity of the
°ffense and then alvays with such a apirit that the applo
18 aluays close to the rod, The entire approach should be
“OVerned uy Tirmness, yet tompered with love.

Io awwary, we have prosented the great iZmprovements
Luther made with rerard to methods of teaching, He sought
%o instruct the c¢hlld according to hie naturse and ability,
to inercase iearning throush meaningful memorizaticn, to
improve the unders tanding through illustretions and to have
the entire approsch woverned by love. These 2ll worked to-

ether in a harnonious method to fecilitate underatanding,




CHAPTER X
“EACHLR IS Y0 B COMPETENT AND WELL-TRAINED

Ae Luther's Hignh Regard for

thie Teachlinz Profeasion

Luther had a very hizh rezard for the teaching

Profesnion, The teacher was conslidered an inatrumnent of

shions and molde, and iniluences the

God, who dirvects, fea
entiro pere onalisy of tho child, In one of the Table Talks,

Luthor spoke of the teaching profession in the following
words: "lerc I not a preacher, there is no profession on

Garth I would sconer follow, One must rot regard how the

WDPlflcSuuﬁﬂﬁ and has 1¢, but how God zglorifies it every
daye" Ho continues, "It 1s my opinion that on the last

day an honest sehwcolmesiver will be more honored than all
-2
Ca

‘he popes,”

Luther says that to teach children is to ahare in She

WorLs wiich anpels have to do. Commenting in a sermon on
Hatt. 10:1-10, "In heaven their angels do always bohold Ghe

face of .y Father which is in heaven,” Luther says:

lorgservod Sulth, The Life and Letter of ilartin
(New Yorl: Ioughton Hifllin Company, 9II) o 97.

Luther

21bia,
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| sonn wir nun nleht mchr haetten, denn dissen elnigen

’ Sprueh, do Christus sich hoeren laesst, wie seinem

, Glmalisoben vater so viel an den junzen Volk geleczen

| S8L, so collten wir schllessen, es waere uanter allen
uuen Worken kein groesseres noch besseres, denn junge

3 Leute reoht zichen,

Because of this high honor placed upon the teachling
Professica by God, Luther folt that tecachers together with

ot )

Parents, could never be suffieiently compensated in this

For Luther, the teacher got his authority, as did the

SOy Luther
n 0fficers ol the 3tate, throush the parents to whom God had
” entrusted the children, Since the parents were not able,
* more ovben were not willing, to educate thelr children,

|
the schoclmanter took the place of the father, Teachera
were, therefore, the veprezentatives of bthe parents and

Wlth porente had the oblizetion to earry out the commands

School tcachers were a necessity for the welfare not
only of the Church, but in Luther's day, the mlers especiale-
1y depended upon the learning of the teachers to help them
in their task. It was aot just anyone who could become &
teacher, Luther went 3o far as to say that anyonc might
become a magzistrate, prince, or noble, bubt not so with

teachers, *“For schools rule the world," Luther contended

B Stiartin Luther, "Am St. Jichaglstag," Saemgtlichei
ghriften, edited by Jobn G. Waleh (St. Louis: oncordia
PuEIisEin; House, 1563), XIII, 2778,

43nith, ope cite, De 96e

i..'-'--------------....-....;..---.--.--------II
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ot "in g "1tyra schoolmastor has as much responaibility

83 a minlastor." Docause of bﬁis. he should be anpreciabed

8

' and respeeted. Poople did nob appreclate what teachers did

|
ROr what a difficult job they hads Luther considered the

Seachiing proieasion "so strenusus thag no one ought to be -

bound to it Cor more bhan ton years," iWhether thls is an
L Sxoprneration or aohb, it shows the deep apprecistion and

Bjupathy Luthsr had for the teaching profession.

Teaschera are to be Competont and Well-Tralnod

aré for the teaching profession showed
seacher,

i
o
[
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+bsell in Gthe stringent requiremonts put ugon the

| In hiz “Lotter to the Hobillby," Luther turns his attention

' to the recruitment of teschers. Young people should be

Encouraped to continue their study end the leaders siould

ale the Lime to educabe and prepare them. He would have

the zil'ted youns people, Loth boys and ziris, continue thelr

atudy, Women Leachers were needed for the tesching of girls V

and men for the boyss The gifted boys and girls are to be

chosen, The rulers wore to be selective, and they were to

8ce o 1t that the glfted students were well=-trained for

e teaching profession.

STbid,

Sroland Bainton, Here I Stend (Nashville:
Cokesbury Preass, €,1950), Pe 235e

Abingdon=-
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» 2o0¢ alatement, in which Luther bringa out tho
feed for teachers and schools in order to pregservc the
Chureh ang furnish plous pastors and pious people, he states
bhat the teamchers are to be welletrained and learned:
"When achools rlourish," he says, "then things go well and
the “hurch is seccure. Let us have more learned men and
Geachergy"

Yois desire for well-trained teachers was partially
réalized by Luther ia his own 1ife time, He encourages the
People Lo esnsribute to the support of the schools and
beachers since in contrast to by-gone days, the toachers
Were very well=trained. lHe presents the ability of the
beachers in these words:

Alnl bty God has truly grsnted us Germans a graclous

visitaotion, and favored us with a golden opportunity.

de now have exeellent and learned youns men, sdorned

Wiﬁhﬂuvcryuscience and art, who ir'bheg were employed,

tould be of great service as teachers,

The velue that Luther puts upon "excellent and learaed®

teachers is very evident in the above passaze. The people

Suznt not Lo disverard this favor of Gods Luther would

much regher have dumb and ignorant people than to have them

Tpauvl =, Xrotsaann, Luther on Education in the Christian

Home and Schogl (Burlington: 1The Lutheran Literary poard,

©.19U0T, Be 93s

Sxartin Luther, "Letter to tho Mayors and Aldermen of
all the Citlics of Germeny in Behalf of Christian Schools,"
Lubher on EKducation, trasnslated from the German by F. Painter
3%, Lotls: CGoncordia Publishing House, 1689), p. 174,
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lastructod by beachers who were nob competent, but szince
they do have them, how much more reason to take advantege
of the fine cﬁucﬂtion.g

Luther Beollieved that for the teacher to be well-guali-

Fa

i ol e ainds S -
=@¢, he muat be tralned in the various classical languages,

history, and religion.s He must have the ability
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must lead the children to see the hand of God so that they
learn to govern their own lives according to the Tear and
will of Cod, This mesns that the teacher must possess the
knowled-e and have the ability to communicate it to the
children, He mist be well=trained and competent. 5
For Luther, the primary subject for the teacher to..
teach was religion, Reliﬂion was relevant o all subjects,
Hecause of this sacred work which the teacher had to do, he
could never be trained well ecnough, OCther subjects wore
neceasary to gain skill in presentation of the truth of

Seripture, He writes that he who is8 to teach. others the

Seriptures and wishes o be rightly understood,’ "must first

9.;9.5.:.4' » Po 175
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have obzerved and learncd to know the world."

10

Not only must the toacher have the ability to toach
&nd be wolletralned, but he must also heve the Christian
maturity, He muet bo =orally blanelecss, pious, hoanest, and
dlligent. 4as sarly as 1515, Luther cncouraged the teachers
bo be men of character. He had been made director of stude
ies Lor his cloister and Disbrics Viear of ten convents.
In his new capacity, he aduonished the priesta, "I conjure,
be diligent and faithful in teaching the young, the first
and the most important thin;.“ll This wes early in his

I and he held the same hizh mopgl requiremsnts

Priegthiced ai
e o et 4 s o oo - b
0 Ghe end of his l1life.

In 1539, Luther urote in his treatises "The Councils

and the Church," the following:
sereover, 1ii' the schoolmagter 1s a god-fearinz man and
teaches the boys to understand, to sing and to practice
God!'s Word and the true falth, and holds them to
Christiaon disciplinc, then (as was sald above) the
achools are young and everlasting Gggncils, which do
more -oosd than many zreat Councils,

In the same yeoar, to King Gustav of Sweden, who had asiced

for e bubor for his oldest son, Erix XIV, Luther recommends

10, rainter, Luther on Bducabion (3t. Louls:
Concordia Publishing House, 1009), pe 140,

114333 1em Dallmann, "Luther, the World's Greatest
Educator," Lubheran School Journal, Vol LXXAXI (iarch, 1946),

297=306,

12jartin Luther, "The Councils and bhe Church,"
Works of Martin Luther (Priladelphia: Iliuhlenbergz Fress,
Cas LY ‘)_; I1Y, pe E;B.

.------—-----------------------I-lliil
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%o hin “eorge Horman, whom he deseribes as a "God-fearing,

13
edont, Sincere, and learnod man,"
L Sumpary, Lusher had a very high rezard for the
beashing profecslon. his high regard showed 1tself like-

Wise in hlsz stringent reguirements, Teachers were to be

Wolletrained and competent, having both the intellectual and

moral cuaiifisabi One.

13401 Prad Tane ity " 1artin Luther Relormer
=-Alired Jorpensen, "Sweden," liartin :
Oof the Church, translnted by Ronald T. densen (liinneapoliss
Avcsbury Fublishing House, ¢.1953)s; Pe 200




CHAPTER XI

CONCLUSIOR

Ae The List of Principles

In summary, we have seen that there are the following

prineiples of cducation according $o Luthers

HEducation 1z to be Christian.

Perents have tho primary responsibility for

o e
education,

Civil rulers have the right and duty o compel
cdusation for tho welfare of the Church and State,

Poastors have the duby to foster cducation,

*ship isg a part of education,

.
()
| 24

Elerentary oducation is to e urniversal,
Education 1a to be wide in scope and practical,
The nmethod iz to facilitate underatanding,

The toacher iz to be compotent and well-trained,

hese prineiplez are seneral and comprehensive., To

the 1list mizht be added the subheadinzs in the TABLE OF

CONIINT3, which in meny cases might be considered principles,

The principles cover. the catire area of instruction and

learning end are carrisd out by the home, Church, and

roveranment for the mutual bonefit of all,
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Be Tho First Prineciple is Basic to All

e one principle, walch permeates and fashions all
Sbher priseiples in the wind of Luther, is "MEducation 1s to
be Christian." &ducation 1s aot to present a false or ine
definite rolidon, but rather, it is to furnish instruction
in the will of the Triune iode The vurpose of educatlion
Should be to 1t the eanbtire Christian man, body and soul,
for service to the Triune Sod, who has creatoed, redee:med,

Lified him, If education is to present the Triune

and sanc
“0d %o man, it must be based upon the Bible wherein this

“he very fact that the ucrintu"es Ior

©
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e
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"-:
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Luther were to be the chief lessons shows that tor him edu=
cation must be Christian. In Luther's ovn manner of
emphaszls, ho says that it would be better to have the people
remain ignovant than that they should be taught in non-
Christian schools,

fhat this fivet prineiple is the besis of ell othor
principles is cvident throughout. A&ccording to Lubher, the
perents have the prirary responsibility to instruet their
children, not asccording to their own wishes, but according
tc the commandments of God, fhey must themselves have the
abllity o insbruct them in the truths of the Christian

cr

relizion, UThe oivil rulers have the duty to cet as the arm
of the Church and encourage Christian education for the
weliars of both the Church and its citizens. Pastors, as

the "spiritual fathers" of the people, have the cblization
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to further Christion education and to teach their people the
Way of salvation. To this end, the worship service plays
&n important pert in teachlng the truths of Christianity
and preparins the people for a Christian way of life.

Jecause educatlion 1s Cheistian, it can not be limited
%o & few. The Gospel ia universal, It must be offered to
alls 5o that all mizht bo able o learn tho promises of
salvation l'opr themnsolves, it is neceseary that education
e offercd fonr all, at least on the slemenbary level, If
“ne is Lo have a thorough undorstending of the Christian
veligion, he must include in his studies so=called secular
subjects, which wlll broaden the learning and application
0L Christian knowledge and the truths of God as they are
Pevealed in history and His divine Word, The curriculum

i2ould be wide enocurh that it includes practical application

[ &)

& this lnowledge and preparcs the perscn for useful service

o

in this prescnt life,

If oducation is to Lfulfill its purposse of prepering the
Christian mon for service to the Triune God, the nethod of
inebruction must be 2o simple and meaningful that the signie
ficance of the Christisn truths is very evidont to the
learner and eaaily underatcod by him. Illustratlons are an ,
iluportant means Ifor accomplishing this principle.

7o fuliill 2ll the principles of education 1s not easy;

thereofore, Lubther would have competent, well-trained toachers.

hese teachers must have the intellectuzl acumen and abi;ity

2




83

to teach the pupil and make the lessons meaeninzful, Intel-
lectual ability, however, is not all that is nceded; the
teacher must himself be a Christian, He must firat have
tasted of the grace of God snd come under 1ts powor, He
Must be motlvated by the love of Christ and show thia love
by hia every action, With his given ebiliby, tho beacher
Wwill apply the Word of God to the child end instill in him

& response to his Creator and Rodeemer,
Co “he Urpgeney Comnocted with tho Principles

Decause the Chriatian principle is basic to 2ll others,
there is a cerbain urzency and compulsion connected with all
the principles, which 1s sensed in tho educational writings
of Luther. Dchind these prinolples were firm Christisn
onvietions, Lubther had a burning desire to share these
convictions with his fellowmen, This meant education, Only
through education could the new Eruths of the Reformation
be spread abroad. Only through education could the Church
Zrovws, As justification by faith is there for all, so
Christian educeation, whisch teaches thls fach, must be offered
to all. Perents and teachers are constrained by the love of
God Lo make His savingz knowledge known, Because man is sine
ful and always in need of strengthening, Christian education

is important and an absolute necessity.
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D. Conclusion

Thu#, we eonclude that Lutker had basic principles of
vducatlon whilch can bo found in his writings. Thes: are
Sound and important prinelples, since they are derived fronm
hls fundamentel coavictions of Chrictiuaity. They are
"fundamentol truths® whish might well guide fubure generationa,
The sreatness of the Reformer is seased in every principle,
What maies She prine!ples themeelves great is not the Re=-
former, but the fundamontal truths, which has as their

source o yob greabter hedcazmer,
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