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, 
OllAPTim I 

'l'HE ?URl?OSE Alm BOOPR OP TllIS 8T\J1)Y 

Th e pUl'pose 0 1· th1e i nvestigation ia to giv e t b.e aolu

tior1s o.r various c omnentators t o t he intorpretivo pr obl ems 

of J obn 1:9 a.~~ to pr~posc an 1nte ri>retat1on bns ed on an 

exeset i cnl study of this passage. 

The grammatica l and exegetical probl ems of John 1 :9 

to wh ich c onmientator s sponk are ~hese: (1) Wl1at ia t h o sub

.joc t or ~ ?; (2 ) I s 1£, a copula. t he r.ieanin- bci:nc~: "He (the 

Logos) wno t he t r ue l i !Sbt 11 ? ; () ) Or 1s1Jv t h o prod1cate. t .~ 

:meani ng being: " 'fba true l i ~ht !!!:.!,, that i s, exi sted or &

neared"? ; Ct~ ) Or does 'Ylv cons titute with Y9"'""<'r" a p eri-
l 

phrast1c verb, t he raenni11g be:!.ng : 11 'l'he t1"'Ue l i ch t was (or, 

w:tll bo ) com.inrr,"? ; ( 5 ) Or, i f ~ is predicate (se o 3 above) , 

1s 'fe)'~u,c vol( to be connec t ed with µ.t, f1&/[i'f{t, or o{vfwl/4,,?; 

( 6 ) What 1s t he acti vity or 1)@5 des ie;na.t ed by ~q[li'$,, ? ; (7) 
,- I 

Is it uni versal?; ( e,) Wh nt doos iA,). n~i1lv:r..1ea t1? ; {9 ) \-t'hat doos 

k~crol/ '!llC~an? Chnp tet• ir·wo Will d eo.l With quoations one , t uo , 

t hre o . e.n'i .tour; Chapter Threo wit h ques t ion 1'ivc; Chapter 

Fom"' with ques tion s s i ~ and s ev en; Ohep tcr Five ;1! t l'l ques t ion 

e i ght ; Chnpte1 .. Six H1t1 question nine . I n a ddition to t l e 

answers given by c c:wmentato1 .. s t o t hes e qu estions , t he s · !_Ill.i:f:t

c once of t h.etr answer s t'lill a l so bo preoon t od U' 5 1\·on by 

them. 
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In anaverlng th .. • cau•tlau the ~• .ac _...,,a 
veN conaulla4& (l) .Tobia Obl78o•t• amt fteOpbJ'l.MR8 , .. 

Patrl■tio perS.od.)J (2) Jobn Calvin amt Mutln Luiai• (tbe 

Ret'onu.tlon pe:r1o4)J (3) o. x. Eanett, J. B. l!eJ'Dat4, a. 
Bultmann, B. C. Colwell, o. B. Dodd, P. Oodet, w. Bendr!Jt••• 

E. o. HoaJqna, "' • P. Haward, P. B. ltretDIBllll, n. o. a. Lene1r1, 

R. B. Li!bttoot, H. A. W. Meyer, 11. 01ebawum, A. P:t•-er, 

D. A~ Schlatter, A. flloluck., a. P. Weetoott, an4 'f. zabn 

( the Modern period). Not all ot these men apoak to every 

question t 'hat John 1:9 poeea, but where the~ do comaent, 

their views are presented in this atudy . 

Tbe aa,,1e problems ref'e:ztred t o above wi 11 be considered 

1n Ohapt or Seven 1r1 which an 1ntorp~e t a t 1on 1s p r opos ed. 

However, t lJ., .. y .. ,111 be t~eatod i n a aamewhat d11'f'e?-ent order. 

ibis order, the methods employed , mie1 t he p'Ul"J)oao of' the 

exegetical atudy in the last chapt e r will be FJ.ven at the 

beginning of that chapter •. 
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CHJ,i,>T.:.n II 

I n noti ng t be solut~aao of VQl'liOUS canriontatoro to the 

6J,"~ii.'lla t1ca.l clii'i"1•cu1ty and 1n0Ql"..i:.1.~ of' J"oi::111 J. t 9 t lle l,l r s t 

word Oi: t he !Jo.BBQCiO u :i.l l b e cono j.dol•ed i'irot. T'cw ~,ot1it1on 

o:? t llis v e1•b :!m::>ed iatol y 1--ai s ea fot-ir quostiQµS : (l) Uho.t :ts 

i to au b j oct-? ; (2 ) I s~ a capula.., the ;;1e.cnit1G boin~: ' 'He 

(tl l<.: Lot;os) uaa t be tr-ue li.(~ht " ·n {3 ) 01-. is ~ t ho pr odicat;o, 

t ho .. oo..: inz bsi::1g; "'.taa t r ue lig-1t ~, t hat i a,, G-:d.ctcd or 

' 
,;), . ~ ,v, 

ap .>GCU"o<-1' '! ~ Oi-) Ci" does itt, constitute with ~,e6 o/'1:vo~ a por~-

p'll'o.s t1c v e x-b , t h o meo.'!11.'1.g toi.-'\f; t 0 Tb.e t r ue 1iun,t .zai.: ( ol' ,. 

i:,.11 be ) comi nz"?: 

Couuneuta:tors are divi =l<H.1 as t o t-:n:i:a.-t t he s t1.b j c ct of tao 

1101\i oh Ol.tlc be . Somo sa,- ,;;rmt 1 t ell.OuJ.d 11e ccssarj.l y be r}, 
~ :rlz. A~11 lhvo'v - n. C. u. Lens!;i in h i s c cr.1r.1e:.1t.o.ry on t:ie 

Goa•,e;J. a ccord:_:."• t o st. J ohn f eel s c or.Jpollt:tl to !."'e :~tt.:•d rb 

!ic 

aaya, " 11?0 ou,.,r>l y t h e s tronl dcr.ions t r nti•,re ' ii,w.t • no J•hc s~i.-~ 

j e et ( A. V. ) is qni t e C.'l. justi i'i nr lo. 111 T. ZQ!m a lso t ru:~s 

t he p oa i t :i.on t hnt ~ f"'J should b e tho eu b j c ct . ~~" orgt.:t.)S 

t h at .. t i o impoac:ible to x•e0ord :z:h . .rp@..!. e&s tlle .>! .. oc.:lc:. ·t o noun 

si'ter t h e anaJ..OaY of vol"s e Sa ( t l'l.er o zit pws i s the .>r c.'Clio~?:~c 
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noun). 'l'o do so t,o,u.d be ngai.."Ult the context.. Al.1 of tho 

oth · r ncct1rr0unc,s of It :!n th.ti precodi n"' v c,:i.":::os have a defi

nite oubj oct.. J.io contends tbc.t ie. ~ 00.::1 b o tlle p;r.-sdicatc 

:i:ioun only 1!' t.he aubject o ... ~ uero oxproasecl. l c auss os to 

-CP.JJT2 a.a s ubjo.ct. The dii'1,iculty hero., h <;t point::, out. is 

t.1at ou.c· o. oub jact coul only roi'e ::." to Jolm t nc 30.ptist wbo 

m vo1,ac~ ::: ~ .. ~n d aovcn ucs t h e on- y au1.. j oct , tine o:;: hm 

Zru·~'l s ays i t ca."'\u.ot bo said t h (l.t ho i c t h ~ true 1in;:1.; .2 Ii. 

A. !I .• P oyer cil r.o ocl lsvcs t ht!.t ra_ ~ ::shouJ.d bo t 10 ::Jub ject 

ml(l nJ..so are,.100 t'r ~u t b.o c on'.;e;;-:t o.c doc s Zahn. Ho:,ol' i~ .. itcs, 

:7.:2 _flll,"',s ,n ~"~• con.'1.ot be tile • :--odi.cs.to but r.iuot o t l10 
su'b6oct , becau s e i n vers e oig'!.lt an.ot her ua.u t he sub j ect; 
con ::.equontly without a T'2eCo, or aa::ic s ch nora ., there 
a~"e no 3:1."oundB i'o11 ::1u9·1osi n5 n s1.1bjoct 'JO'l. , ... ::preasec .3 

ub.o conat::·v·~ with ~~Y41( no a p e~ivl :t•ao'i; :i.c co:.i ... oive o:r 

-zi.. ~ ti :J t.1cc• o t.b,j ec t . 

On t he othe1' hnnd, t be pred lcate: pos i t : on 0£ zi. ffil-.s 
witl'l t .o subject or '& understood is adva. c o by so:r.ie com

montato1"'s . I t i s oup::,ortod by l3U"neY > H. h'ult!1m:n.1 , 11! A. 

2,!,.1eo dor Zahn, Dao Evan c;l i urn. d C'o J oh ou uoo , i i l t h o r:-om
mentar Z \l?ll ileucm Testmion'G Fir=it ~second r•cl:S. t _on ; :.oip
z!e; : A. 7Je'i cne1"t • ache \ror l c.s auucbhendJ. nr; l:1c.clu ' . , 190() , IV, 
65. 

3n. A. ~! . i-roy er, Critice.l ™ b .:ocetica l Hru'ldboolc !2. ~ 
Oos:,el 01' John, in t b e Critica.l ~ 1•;.-:te3o't:1,fvJ:. C~ m:.10:1t:.t1"':'l ,2_;! 
th<.; l-1"1-l~oatm ont, edited by l•'roc.io?-icf. Ci•auoi e , "GI"Q!lSle.to =t 
l'roi,i'""£Ee Oor,"!an by William Uruicl! ("C'di?."lburgi'l. : 'I· nncl 0

J.
1 Clark, 

1&8.3) , I , 77 • 



s 
P1ummer. 'i'ho f'11•st t ,,o :;r,.en s ee o. de,:,ende:1c c or t ho Gr eok or 
John on a c onj e ct ured Ar eri1a1c or1Slnal . :..: "7& Bl:%'nc,y aeoe a 

mistr m1slati0n o:r ~ {ti.ebr 0w f or "hen ). ~ wao r.i1sr oad aa 

s!iJ/ ( to be) and renderod ltr- ~b i s uoul d moan t hat t b e aub-
-r-: 

j e ot wao or 1ginnlly 011 cxpl'Ocsed pro110U1'l and t h e begiDning 

o~ v orue n ino s hould 'be rendor od ns a:r:ne7 sugr,e ota: nu. was 

".;he t 1•ue l i 5ht11 
( uccordi11g to f:nrn~y tile v 0l'b "to be" was 

under :.;"tootl 1:i tbe origi:.1al} . 3ul'"noy•s di f ficu l ty hero , a.s 

11'0 1 .. r cy p o1nts out , i s t h at h is conj o cture u ~ would nat&ra1-

l y r o.1'01.. to J olm t he Baptist .4 

'JUl ~1aim a.loo takes z}> p.tii.s as tllc .>rodica.te nt1 1 1!;:c-: 

. 1"110'1 !'5-n d s i.b1::1 ~\1'"QlUQ.1C Ol"i s 1'n o.l i nst :t'"'"v.Cti V G . ilo\ 6V8 1" 1 be 

doc,o not bcliove ti"..Gt t k~ei e we.s €l m1sunde1' sts.11di: ,, .:.:n ronde1:•

:i1'lG 3U.If t·ti th-;,&..• 'i'ho e va."'lgolist uas 1'orcr:d by v e;:·!H33 s ix to 

elg! t 11.ot to uoein vers e ni11c uit b. el n.s It:.• !31.!J.tr.lan"l be

l i eve s t !,et i~'ho subj ect is "he 11 aud oh ould dofir'.itol y ref or 

t o t · ~ Logo s . Ile arguca t hat iiho G'i.:l. j ec:t of t h i o voi' b i s tho 

s im1a G.c tho subjoct £ 01• 1t in vor·so t e~1. u~,d .1'01" 4e) 8a, i n 

vercc c.l.ovon. 

sllouo, the Lo .oa .. !:> 

clcVOll. 

l;.E. c. CoJ..-:oll~ The GI'o 1.1l:: o :t:· ·£:h~ r our·t h a oa·,ol (Chicczo: 
1_11 'U:J._ vo1,s l t:~ P~•ass , J.9'3! ) , p . -ror;- ·- . 

c· 
;,Rudolo h !3'..t1t?:to.ml, Do.s :.~VQ!"..f:el::"c.w d"1s J ohan!.1os, :ln t c 

?tr11:1Bch--o::o_r-~ticc'b.i. r 't•;« il:.:C'..11't,~~6'fJ , l~ 1.1.;:;;- . i. .t": r'"'°5'ifo •. c ll'· , 
no~v oh li.A. -,:r:--iToioFl ?.soTit: edi ~i o ; Goct \;;t :i~:on: Vw1de:1-
hoe cl:: nntl ~U.pi'"eOht " 1956) ,. II, 31-2 . 
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. 
h :tn viuu booau'3a clear ill 111s tr0..nalat1cn. u 

I n nns,.zer t o -tho s ~co.nci. q ueotio:,.1 raloou o.t t he b c,ginnL~ 

or ·~his ciln~>tor ( i ~ ""-,. ll CO!'ula.?) - · -nc-.r , &•• .i:;1Al tr.uu1.1 , a."'ld A. 

l' :tu. ·1er ro:, 1'J' b t he oi'f il'\1!Sti vc. ooca.uoe t .:.07 rog a::-d za 
/1iJ o.s a :9redl ca t.EJ no-..m. the:; v i el-7 ~JI, u n copula, t l.o nienn

i. ~ i,e. ·~t; : 111~0 ( t h o l.ogos) wns tho t ruo l-e,b.t . n 

':i.'uo "th i r d quest.ton ( is ~ t ao r,rorJ.icato?) i o nnswcr etl 

a, __ 11•.ia.tivoly by Thoophy1o.ctus , 13. liost oott., H. .. A. ! . ·•!ayor~ 

D. A. 3ch'J.c.ttei", e r d E . C. HoaJ.-:9nJ:1. '.1.'l!eo ·>l:Q"l act1:.s bol =.cv cs 

tlmt -;i,(. ostuiJliahea tho p i.•e:l::1c~!U1'i; , ,~1.stencc o tho Loe o:s . 

::c o~:,10 i-.• Qt t::.<> e 1a.."l5.., l 13t l onu~· tho m·l"'l<l to t a c..,.istoncc 

hc:,o. d nll 'b,;.3~..1x:1 u· ; :inc .. s o.y !i~ r•}J., .JiAJ_ .z¢_oI.oy &f/(• 46,t!(I 

"]:2. fiu J:A ~f.Jvoll'-:: :!:110 C''\~!JGCl 13 :i doos this , Sll'j"S 'i .. 100-

9h:1lm~·c;.u.: , 0 1:i t hc.t no onG i,111. tht?ll-; t~"c.t J0suo ~ :!.1ot. 

C.'hl·.tot n:r..:l. Hl o s aid ti!~t l.:e .firai; c~ .l,, i"'tto bo!.~c t·fatm 1 o was 

bo:,m oi ' l~ar .. :. 7 :!oo-:;aott , tc..;, • tal::c-o "'-~ ac :., oo_><~::.•ai,;"' erb 

6 A. ?J.•..t.!l.,nc1•, ,.:, .. io Ooa :.c.l. Acco .... ·~1 : n . t~l S;.; . Jo:1r.. ( r.:-::1b1•! ' ' o : 
t h e, tlhivc:-nity Preoo"; 190~,'). p . 05 .. - - -

7 'l"a oopu-yla.ct uo • 11'.f!"1lnrl"tl tio :L"l .ivont;c1i~; Jon:l!.'lis , 11 

P11t1.•olo~i:1~ : 1•c.~~•l QE_nocci,.u1 edit d by J. • l-f1un,c (P:l-"ia: 
11. 1>. , SGij. ) ., axJ.fI , col. l.:0~9 -
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OX:,.Jl'eostve o~ peI"-~a.nont bei-:-,g. C 

Ot! .sr Oor.l"ttamt1.1.•_. o:i:-s ,-.rb.o ror;ard~ c.n , .. ,,c::,res::, -r v ~ o .. ex1a

te:lcc.i, s ere i it only -9. z·eii'cu•on co to t .i,, to.ct t ! "'t m r i st waa 

olreo.dy t ho- o ~,hon J"Oh..""l th!1 Eopti st boro '.J itnesu of i im. I t 

io in t :1in wcrJ t h o.t :l . A,. w. Meyer t a u~s :!.t . 9 D. A. Schlatter 

::md l~. C. Hoskyna eo one :>t n !'urt11.e r n.1t:. Sl)cll out t he lm-

so· latt e1•, 

tuc,, ne.•r fi -:1mc:1 tb.c ~C..""!l<: t!li":lg. llo renal'-t'.i t"1-·v ·L '& i u 1111icb't 

• ru.• cine :orJul.a, GO?Ulo::.'Il <lie inhs!.J.tavollo !tuasaGO den Satze a 

• • • • If J!hj.e ,.o&:n.a f'or him t b.at t he Li ght •.ms pr oae:nt "nicl1.t 

n u1~ a.le \iol"b··:·. :1zun5 und 1Iof'n.1.w1z, ooudoi•n a l a ·lirklicbkoi t. 1111 

~ .. ~~al '11 obj octs to· t;al:11-ir.-~ ~c c .>?'od:tcato u1.th uho 

r11ea11inc;: '1 i1ic tt--t'l.«1 l i ght :a.s • 11 He i'ec:!.c ~b~ t i f it i s t:11:~n 

aa c. p rc:.llicc.t w1th zg ,~ ~o t } e tm'i>joc t , th{;;n o s t ntc .C!lt 

8:ar-oolrc I•oso ~.o.Jootcot t , ~ Gospo~ ~\c oo·pu" ' lc• t o .§~• ~ 
(Gra.."1.d Rtcids , .11 cl.Ji s •· :n.: ·rt.m. a . \· ':;r d:-1.rul' a _"ut:.11.nhi ~ Co.:tpC'ulj' > 
1954 ) , p; 1.3. 

9ncycr, 9.1?..· ~ ., !>. 17. 

10g . C. liosk yno, '!'he Fov.rt h Go::i::,al , tdltec: -.Jy l•·ranc i:.? 
,·!ool Davey (London: l.,n~ a nd F&~0r It~.1ilited, 1947) , p . 14;; . 

lln. A. Sc;hlnt\,er, Der Evan~olia c Joha.."\no::i: i.J1-l or s p1.,1cbt., 
denkt , und ~laubt (Stuttgart: Oo.~wer \'m"'ei :isbl:chht: .. dl- c , 
!930), p.14. . 
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or lace is roqu1:red , t or exampl~, "43le truo l i ght was ,!a 

~ world ." He c U,cs other inst ancc a 1n the Goop.,:,l or Jobn 
~ 

whero 1·on4s at (1i'9(/ ai•o usod tr1 1.ib. a stoter~ent o:.• p l a.ce : 

"v. 4 '-"- ~• v. 10 It ~ K°9r• 2. , 2 (u. u); 4,6: S,~1 6 , 22 . 

24 J '" • 6 , ,, ; l.l , 21.. )2 ill,f, _. 1112 

In order t o c o~upl ot e tbe diuc-ussi on 0 £' t b!~ clla9 t e r it 

i s now necossa1'"y t o lis~ t h n c onm!on t o.t orz who answer 1:n t h e 

a f £b .":~:: tiva to t ho r ou-t,>. que s t ion ( doos ~ co!la'Gitutc w1 t n 

JRlo/f tl/9K a pc:::-iphr aot i o ve1•bi) and to a•~a to t t.s r eason s f'or 

t heir s t :,nc.l . o. K. Bar r e t t i'avor s t b.ie con st1""Ucti on. l!c 

l'"'OC,,5:d$CC t Jl ~ t l.iGr e a1•0 t uo p OSCJ.'b11i t; ·· c a : { l) To tal:e 
~ . 
~~ ns n .nout or 1'lani n t1t 1v e llt:;l"oc ~.nc; ait 1-:L fi£J uh .ch 

uo .l ei g i ve a por 1 ..,bre.a t ic conotr-uc ~i on; ( 2 ) J.:o tnl-:c 5!u ns 

a ruaFJcul:.t11 aecusa.tivo a.ereeio~ t·titb (~llt,,-. J:o notes thnt 

11'1 rnvor o t.' ( 2) is t ho f act t hr:tM .J:S:Z:~ z..~, 110.ll ~,;:o c cme 

i n t o t b t. i0l11 <1 , " i s L\ C Ol?l;,lOll l":l.bbi?l=!-C. ex l"eS :.. i Ol1, i ·or "every 

iaa n. . "l3 110~1cv0l', ' in a i t 1:1 o .. ' t · .is he f a v o r ~ t lo 1'irst. llOD

s :tbil i ty f r 't.,G i"ollow!.ng r easo..1u -: 

( i } i n the no;:t ve r s o t uc l icht :ts i . t 1c u o1•l.d; i t 1.s 
t h o11of o i-.o natural t o sunposo tnot i t cboul.ci r>r cv io'L!al y 
be c.1.c ::;c?.~iood ao com.inc~ ; ( i i) i ll otllor pa.sscuo:~ (6. 14 ; 
9 . 39 ; l.l . 27 ; 16 . 2 €- ) J si.;s ''cort~eo i."1°GO tno ;-:orl.d , 11 nnd 
e.t 1 2 .46 .ho d Gcl:ixae s , ~ .p.,s ~ IQ! ~,.. ~ 6,\ulg ; 

12zabn. ga. ill•, p . 65 . 
l.3o . K .. Barrott , 'fhe Gos nc:,1 Accord ·~1.,> ~o St . ~ 

( London : S . P . C. K., l9.5S ), p. 1~'. - -
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(111) t he peripru.,actic imporr oct 1a in a ccor dance with 
Jol~~•s styl & ( l . 2f ; 2.6 ; 3.23; 10.40; 11.1; 1).23; 16 . 
1e ,2S). These argumento aeem to,_outwoifih t ho paral.le1 
\fbioh s t llCls on tho other s ide • .J.11. 

Zalul also ~~vacates t bo ~er !phrasti c r ormula~lou b0caus o 

h o £oc:ls i t corres ponds t o J'oi~.i • s st7lo . 'i"o.e l=JCriphraotic 

to him i s mqu-aosoive of a -,rogreeai vo cotning of Oh.r1at that 

i:>egen j lis t prior to \iho Be.1,ti st I o Hi t noae to <fil?'ist . When 

t h e 3i..OJ>t.:i. Gt w5. t nossod to Oh:t•1st ( v or soo six to ei gil.t) , Christ 

wnc alre ::id:,r i nvol v ed ln carl!i n G• It \-:aa a. ccm1~113 into t ile fu1-

n oes u£ Oh :-1 ot 1 a 111inistr~ r a t hor t ho.n t i.le 1nca.r;.1&tion tl a t 10 

x,~on."'lt 1,oro nccui tl.:.nc 1.:0 Ztmn. 110 s e.ys t b nt o//11 . . . ~ 
• • • • r o.rers to "tb.0 s ol !' di.:1cl.08u1•e c,f. Jo3ua wL,,n lie bega.."l 

t o c to , out o r t b o hid:i. ~ or liio e m."l .i.o~ .. li1'e t o r i so r eapl en

cl~nt n~ a l i ght . ~his step by ot.c!:1 s e l f ~cvel ation., yet i n

ca lll)leto going .ro1"th ( i n conl.l-,le te a.s J.ouc; e ~l'J.G Bapt ::.ct ox

oro! o00 hie wit noss o.t·r l ee ) is 'bes t cx -,i .. es ae d , he 1·eel::1 , t,y 

t ho :,c :t•i?i·,n:ra ut!.c co11strt~ct:tc•l'l l"oth r t hem by a nillll.,>lo il::lpGr

.foct . 1.S 

I•' • Oodet also r av ol"'s t ho poripi..u:'astio conat:t' uct :toi1. lie 

aays t b..'lt th(:) vorse ao u11dc;rstood l envea the pilr c.s e , u co:iling 

into 'tho ;o?'1d ," .1: t h e u su.a l t:n.d l.: -os t t <:cn.."'lic ru. s cnoo ,-:hich 

l t b.as in t ho Goo. e l a ccor ding tt'. ... t . J ohn. .a:c not c o t h o 

£ol1ow1rlf.! p a s :.:.a ,r.e c a s p o.re.l.lol.s : Joh .. 'l .3 : 19 , u : ll~ , 9 : 39 , l( ·.37 . 
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---Bia rendor 1ne; of ?lt_ wl th '5"o/4f'l9" 1a also like t hat of' 

Zabn•s. lie translates 1t: "was com1n rs" and coumenta. "Thia 

analytic f'011111 involves a a idea or duration. At the t ime When 

Jolm wa.s testi fying or t he light, it was on t he way; i t vaa 

just caning •••• 1116 

J. ll . Bernard, too, argues tor t h o p eriphrastic construc

tion . i e Hr i tes t i'1at 1b: with jR/,a~ r,~ means "was in tho act 

of coming." Tl.lie cons truction of' 1fr.. wt th the pres ent parti

c i p le us ed tcr t he imperfect i s one , llc says, Hhicn appeors 

f requently i n J olm•s Gosp &l. . Furt hel'lllore., h e Yrites that John 

s ev eral ti~1es uses t he ~il.aus e , 11 cominc into t ho wor ld, " ot t he 

advent ~r Christ (he notes: J ohn 6 :Jl~, 11:27 , l6: 2e, lE :37) 

e..'ld t ~ a t olsewher e 1n tl1e Gos pel (Joh.'"'1 3 :19 , 12 : i.~6) Cbl'"ist . 
is spok en or as a 11l l c;h t comi ng into t h,:, -;10::-ld." tthis latter 

f a.ct wou l d not n1oan that £.PYJµ.£'Ylt' \-1oul.d ilavo to be te.iten w1 th 
TI 

;}~ t o ronn a p ar iphrastic but it does precluae the possibility 
',VI ' ~ A 17 

of taking ~o/"' "'°"' v1ith ZlefvZA ""o/"'mv. 
Alth ough R. c. H. Len s ki. ndrr.1 ts that Joh.11 has no otber 

exomples i n his Gospel where a relative clauso intarvenos 

16F . Goclet, Canmontorv on~ GoEuol 0.1. ~- ~ . in 
Clark• s li'oroiff.n 'l1h.eoioe;ic oi Uorary, trans'Iited by :-:. D. 
Cu s i n ( Third ed.1 t l on; Edinbu1,gh: i a ncl T Clark, 19 .34 ) , I , 
346. 

l 7 J . H. Bernard, Ori ti cal !.ill! ! .. ~em<:it:lcal CO?llr:.eritart on 
t he Gospel According to st . Jolm, in the ICC series, od~tcd 
oy A. H. Mc Heiio (i~owYorlc:. "cluirloe Scribll.Cl' 1 s Sons , 1929 ) , 
I , 10. 
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botllcon the two worda or o circuuocr!bcd L"'!!perrect. bo reola 

t > ,II ' · o.t .!.t ~-G quite ~v1dent thctr401e.s:.,o(' coi~letes tne idea 
I ... 

o!' ~• "J!or J ohn is not {11erc1y once Moi--·e aayin~ {v.4) that 

tho light !!!.! 1n ex:tatonco in tbo 1n<lel."'1nito past but that 

thia li&;'nt l!,!!. !a ~ ~ £!!: coming into the Horl<l. ulf Thia 

co:d.ng i nto the; wot•ld ho equc.tos w1 th tho a:.>poara:.,,cc o.£ Christ 

ii.1 1:1s of'i'ice &s Savior u,1d R~dee1.,'10r. 

Ji.:?~ :te.r a.s Clu•i st i a concerned• be was already born when 
t i..c ovm::.gel:i.st Wl'"it oo t hat he 11waa c <>ro1l~ into tho worlcl." 
'irr..~:.c 11 corc1:t.ns" 1s t he standard to1'Jfl 0£ Ohl"ist ts m1ss1011. 
:l\1 ti-10 world,. £or hi~ ap ea1•111-,,ce i'!l. h is oi'fice as our 
s~vlozt und itedea;uo1•. 'l'hci t oru1 ~Yo,S is nlrr:ost tech
nical. ~n t his scmco. :C&rael oos~ ·i.tiy oxp \Ctc-d the co~-
1- g one; a : d in v .. l l John w1~1 tes, "He c c i nto hi::. own," 
he appear d as t ho p ra:iioed l-;es oiah, reonitesti~ h~msa l:r 
ao ouch l>y l1ia ~,1ord_ nn.d his uo:i:•k , by hi~ C\.-f!'e 2,1ns, denth, 
tin.~ r r:u1uPrection. In v . 9 Hl1on t·:ie .&1:oti s•t t e atii'l.ed of 
h: , ho us.a on t h~ t.>01n t 0 1· t. a Ct;Jll.ii""Z c tl. nu:king bir.t
s c l ·· r,ianl!'est .19 

P . E., J{1~0t~l!ann alao t akes WY with ~cvol' ao n ,ori

phraati c tL~.Jpe1.,,1-. ct. ;;e of'£ ,ra no argumont f01 .. hi!: pos :t1on. 

of t l10 i'rolog • • • • 
II .rie i'urthor str..tes t hat trJ.o constr~c-

tion O!llI,lb.a.sizaG ono o~· t l e t i t les o:t· t ue r·essiai.1, 11the Can?ing 

One, u a d 11o·i;oo the. i'ol lowin13 po:-Hlo.t~es as pe.1 .. all.cil~: natt . 

.):11 ; 11:,3; .'John l:1,!; 11 2'/ ,30; 3;.31; 6:li.,.; i:t :27 . :'.ccordiu~ 

t c him the pc1•ipbrost,i c llore has a cll!rc.t i vo q :u1lit:,· n<l re

fers to Chr 1st 1 s ento::"lnr. upon His puolio mini str~i". r1e 

l6tensk1, S?.• ill·, P • ,51. 

19Ib id. 1 p ~ .$3. 
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wr1too. 11 i'ho Light wa.a 1n t 1,e r.:rocoGc or cominS• lie was soon 

to bo rovoa:'..E,d t rlo wc11 s oon to nnter u;;,on Ilia publ ! c m1nia

t:ry, 111 wb.ich i.ll.s a11an1.r.,sto.tion was t o b e ~ . 1120 

~ .I/., 
.a.\ • ~"holuc~--, too, t al.:es rr-£(ql( 1n a clos~ r e l ation t o 

L t o to:ro:.! t\ 1>eript.r s atic . Howevor, he di ifora :from the f ore

goinc c onuCintators concern:-.ns t he t ens e thut ta.3 ::;01'"1pbrastic 
~ ~ ~ 

h ero shoul.d h."\lVr>. The pracedin" rrien t ake "Ii,_ •• ., $'~Yo/' gyo,: 
I 

&a having c. tc:1~0 o:t pres ent vtluo ·whil ,:, T'aoluck a anigns to 

i t a "i.P.nse whJ.clJ il.o ad.:111ts ia p1 .. eacn t 01:.t which be contonds 

bQ3 1'uturEJ val\.1.G . ! Le write~ , 

~lo cot'_ oct c"1ipµ ,,o, ~ri th 'l~ , ( t hat ~-ie.s t~e t.ro0 light 
o.bot t to c ..,r. l ntv t 't.e: wox-!cT etc. j ; t ho prasont used 
or so qeth: \£ future denotes its s >e dy occurrence, 
~l:i.11er, 3d ?:d . p . 210, hence :•tno true 12.0 ht \·!ill shortl.y 
COil1Ce

21 So 1.n !iab. 10: 5 , ,:iw .X~ { f'J).f merns 01': the point 
o!" O.."'lte1"i a::- iib e m.>rld . $o~soiui hcb. 10 :37 , tho Re
doam.01:• t ha t t~as ~ t ~, ent er ir1to t h e reguum gl.oriae 
ia C.tl.J.1o'1 j r:,pi91ms. -

J 
'J'.lo thio per i !">hrnotic conc::t:,:•~ctio11 ob joct!o-:13 hc.vo be&n 

mado . D. A • .:Jch1e.tt or f'&oJ.s ths-.~ al:iib.01.:&1? £onus or t ,~ VCl"b 

e'1v;L u1th th.e p::u .. tictpla 6.1.'"e frequent i~ the Goopcl, th~ 

poriplu•aatio is not to be conetruod h ~ro. In tho ~lrst plnco 

20 :e . E . ; ·::::-otzmQ1"~1, T'iie Goot>el c · °Lile ~lovoc.l Dit::cialc 
( U.11pub11shod e~~s1 tion ot t l e Goop el o.t-:--St . John.; Conco1 .. dia 
Scm-',lle.l'"Y, St. Louif~, n . u. i , p . l.9. 

21,~. «J."b.oluck, A Cailr;ienta-rv ~ t oe Go:n c l o ~ St ~, 
translate d from the Oannan by A. Ko.u~nan (lrtiurl:Ei' d1tio.:i; 
Boston: Po:r•kins and Marvi.11. 1 f 36) , :? . 69 • 
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t 1l1uel ru.1d r e~ca.tcd com!.ng. t hat 1:J, ma-t!jt wi..s alU&J'S a 

•tu iod0:- E:or.:me-.c.dor. l'llit ICo;:uon boschlift1Rt" and t i.Lio thought 

he, say s l o not a Joh a nn.inc concept. li(J cone1udos t hat tbo 

com.inc; doon 11ot otx-etcb. 1 t selt t hr oueb c. lone pt11:.•iod ot t.inae 

but hllp~'>enoil n t Hi~J birti1.. Fur'thr,xmo:re , h e IM."'guc o . t h e con

s i;ruc.t 1on o il\ :ob.91 6:S!~ Ci'cw d .fo£1J"w,d &nd. John 11:27 (~ 

Eis. ..z:k K6tr11.ov) sho\J h oi·l easy it 'H..-Ul.d have v oen f or J ohn to 
J 

r1xproes !1.t; ·.s eli' co t at: t l'.:.are uo~c. b& no r.iiuun'1e1~atiA:id!Il$.22 

\- a.t ~chJ.a t'Ler evide lt l7 mou.no is tllnt if J ohn irer.:.ted yll JtCv1Jr' 
I 

t o go 't-!J t h '11a h o wouJ.d h.~.v o :-:iadc it clenr t o.ct tl o tuo bolo:~e; 

t or:;et .•i.::- . 

lio p aro.ll&ls i n t he Goap,-,l o!' John ca.-i bo civcn 

t·..1s vo.::•::o . l!o discounts 2 : 6 and J.8:1e wti ich h e sp.ys aro no 

analof.!iics oinoc, t hey do not have a l'Olat1vo clau~e inter

vening 'botwc on t ho main verb and i t3 e.uxil:tary. lle a.lao f'ools 

t a t tn.o periphraat:1.c aol'B e;ives 110 to1o:.:.'a\:.le sens(;) a.a tb.e 

d1l e . .. a of iil.c: cos1.111ont a tol"s sil.ous. 23 
~ ,V: I 

•• J •• ·.1. Neye r cateso1,1c a.1ly s t t1.te~ tUlt ~~"011,rv"-.1 cc.n 
7- I 

, b t •1 11· t,_ ....J - ~,4 ,,,.,,, "' ···a.~ no~ 'H \.th Wti:• l!"-G on_y O CO.:.!neC ·o.. J. ,u µaj/19' ""-sj'luJr,u, l4J. 

objections to tho po1"i;ihreoti c c cnst1" ct:.on ue t oe i'ol loi-1-

22s """' ... •· o ci... - , 1 • Cu.1.C.vvor, .22.• ~•, !"' • -;, • 

2JfUltmon.~ , on . cit., p. J 2 . --
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(l) wen Jolin vu beanng wS.tm•• t11e LO&O• vu ■lftatb 
in~• vor14 (,r.26), not •111Pl.7 tban _-. 1nto '118 --14, 
or wa• ~ to ocne_, o.r l!la. to Gcma.--W. ab0ul4 tbua 
be obl1jiilob1trolJ.7 to reablot ~• 1:i ltM:11... '° 

' Bia egtl'IU\oe ppon Bl• 2ubl1c p4p\at • • • J 12T ~"the 
ozida• of tiG worb oe~not auggeii oaaaedlaa •~ 
It. wlth ~- ••• • 

c. Ii. Dodd, too. re3ecta t.he connoctian. ot lt£ "1th 
:, I JRfo/'=&VO( but c1ves no :ent;t hy object'::n. lle m r ely aaya t bat 

the a.ttempt to connoct y ¥3/"'r«( w1 t h 1Jit. p r o4ucoa rz. type ot 

eentenoo wa!ch 1s al~en t o 3ohn' 3 aty1e . 2S 

2b,.1o,-c1". ,22.. ~- , i> . 77 • . 
2Sc • .ii. I>odd a •n:e lnter1, r etr.tioa of t h o i?Ourt-h Goa-,c1 

( Cmribi-1.dgo ~ Un1 vera'Iti Presa• 1953) • p 72'ij'q."' 



Tb.") p rev i ous chO.!)ter i1ece aoitat~~ a po.r11l n1 ~lscurJoioi'\ 

or. t llc Cl:'SP.;..ia.t l col c onc.t::·1:.c t-1.c., or ;Jlxr,i.v,11 Di!-lCC i t b.e ..... a 
I 

v ! t cl con::1ectio~t wi t b ~., 1:1 Q. peripln, ast~.o i'<>~ul atton c.c-

co1"<L n:: t o OO\:lc c·or.r.:.ont!l:t c,:ro . I n t 1.o p I·ec;nnt c,1129tc. :r.• the 

stud-r or £Qo11.c.~o~ will oa com ,lc:tou as ~, ?'lC>tc ita llOssibJ..o 
r r +' ,, A 

co:1n;;.ction , ,:1th <,.,it!!.0.1• IJ@s, puJ11:5i1 • or e&!tt.PwMv a.s o. modii'y -r- I 
:b ·l & ~ lll,.tiCip l.c, . 

L. r-. •iostcott tc,_ s ~'f=£"'"' s~ a .>nr'l..i ciple :;iodi.f•y

~"'lC fii~• 'rius to him er.prcosr.s a c c,nct::..:, ·. , co11t_nuot~n ccn

J.:!t; c: L. tho L .. ..;:1t t o n l. Tho smno 1c. ·::£. of a cont. lnuo a cm:1-

l.• ,.1-__ nJ: t l." 1,,ro,,..c" L o 1·,1- · ,r .. .,.,o• ...... ~ i.-o ., v '-' i 'I" To'"""" · • "'3 r10 • • ._. ~ - A - '- - ~• - ~.... . .. Do .;;:,, : _; , .J~• •J , ;;, 

uhoro Q !fJJ,.1iJl~l6ll£. cta•'H,1 i n con:t.z·ast t o A. K,i1i,Bas ( Jolin 

!, : $1,;;c ) • 1 ':.hie c,:uui ne; 0£ th~ lo~oo ·i:;o ::on d".c. 11ot i.JGi:;.tn. 

but 

a.l - alo:15 u~ to th:to t ir.•.r.• 11t"tlQ ll3ht11 of u 1,.1c· llo Ce!ll6 
i:o w1tnos:, c ~nt111u ed to anino; ~r:S.,i .•. l'"CV .r.J.c-11 :':.!. .0.1~:, 
p oi .. t s cul in rnau,y wa., s • • • • Tal.o;e::1. 111 rol r.:;..:.o:'l t o th& 
cc . tc:-:1. , ti.l,"J t-.r():-do c J. ' ~ 111 ~ .zL:. J(fi'"oiJ cl~clo.:."e 
that lt!l,n ;1Gl .. O not le . ·\-Ono to'"'""fll a .. .'1)!'8 L 1c __ .., . ,. i'G9- ,. 
t ~tio:19 of t i.Lo :;~~:1.t. i:': t h 1:.:!'a :u";:;ua(! ,):.c.u a.•: :.n tl .. as:.; . 
'!ho Ligh t f1 .. on. uho;i, that Li!'e i"lcMs )i!U.de I!ims e l !' 1:r:.o:;n 
llW!'O cl, ~oc ~lJ . F~ .. oi.-1 ·che .:"it-st ;!G ;;:i::. t •M" to np-. ... •.:) on 

1 En.·OC'lto ·-u.ss 1:-ioatcott , :.1:to u·<':?"1G1 .'lcco~cl-:1-~ t .. , ~t . Joll!:. 
(01•aud Ra :,ida , i-Iich i ge1i: ·-1t1 . -:S:: Ec1."d:.10.1-:. • s PuoJ.ishl11~~0 ompuny , 
1954 >, P. l.J .. 
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Hio .._,ay to tb.o world, ndvanct nc toward the incarnation 
by prepe.r(LtOl"Y ro~olo.t:tono. •!O Cl.1!10 itl type o.nd prophe
B"'!/ a."'lc j\&dgc'!lon t . 

F . Godct :finds f'ault w1tll wostcott I a treatu ont aud points 

Ott t tbn • to to.ke n com.ins i ntio t ho t1orld1
• to r o!."c :.• t o the long 

C0>J.11ug 01· t •1a Lo30 0 t hl .. ougli tac ag eo { by ueans 01~ 1I1s reve

lo.t.iona dur:t:r,g t h e> who l o course of t he v l d '.tcsta·:?.-O:\t ) wou1d 

l end t o a tautology vJ1. t h t h o f irst :prop o sition oi' t h o f'ollow-

1 1.g ver s e (tan ) w,1et•e John atstes thnt " i:ie ( Joous) was 1n tlle 

wo:r•lc3. 11 i:his pbrc.s e moa:r.s ~ 0 1 .. Godot t hat I t ho:'G litht wldcb. 

co . eth :h1.to tho world was already t l'lol"'8. 11 nonce. t 'lor e:. could 

bo no pr orsrea~!vc CO!:ling or Cl'lri s t t llro~-t.h ~he n~es . 3 

Ja otb~z• p oss 1ulu unde l'sto.,1tline or i.P.i'~vdv arisoo Hhen 
I 

:!.t 1:~ COrl.! e<:,t ~u Wi~l'l. /Jw ;;'fu t o for r1 (l !;c1upcral !l!Odi.!'y i '!lg 
I 

P,ni·ti c;'l..ple . 'l'he p aesagA W0\1.ld t l!r:n b e t:i•m1.slc.te d. achlet hing 

like, t hio ; 11 '.f111s i s t ile true l 1el1t uh~.cll )..:i .. r~:1t n every nan 

eel by 'L·. 7-abn, but ho ~iv,;:a no l'l ,-,~~ 01· a c0:· c~1.tc.tc:1 .. ;11 o o

riFt:tna~G<::d. 0 1• wb.cs hol d s t bis v ie\~ . ~a°t"-~ hi!ns nlf cor:rs l'lo t . 

t hat 1t c onflicts \ l i t h his ow~ v :t(;·,;1. ilo sCJ.,-:l t 1.'!.G.t it ia not 

21·b1d • 

.3F . Godet., Co1':l'mcn~,a.1 c:n t 1::.l• ,;o a..,r•:t or f'i.: . :01:.::1, i~1 
Clark• 8 P OI'0~i.~ tr·lieoloif'cul -Y1'bpii~J;- ti-1ons-r~t.ed -iTi ;~ • D:. 
Cusi:i1 (Th{rd oo.i tlon; 1:.di-"l.6t:1•:.~h: 'I' 3n•l '!1 CJ.erl:, 293!1)~ .s., 
347. 



17 
1-1hon Josua 001ues into t he uorld , 1t 1s not a t Christ •• birth 

when t ho Lir5}lt oeanm out . but it 1:.s -:.-:hon JE•sus goos out among 

tile peop l e and bears witnes s to i.l:llf1ne11· t brou,-;h word ond dcod, 

t hnt tl e L:tgbt eendo o ut its r ays. 4 

yY'o'JU.vev is o.lso talten With ,1AJ7i,'f({ 1n c. s omoubat s 1m1-
/ / 

lar s ense but 1n:;tead or tho p art 1c11>lc a:q,roasin; t ~ o . it 

oxnre st:oa liloana by which . W •. P. Uouer d. t rJcoa it in t h is sense . 

lli s trnnalo.tion of v ersa ni ne ros.ds as £oll ou0: nThis 1s t ho 

t rue 11. ~ht uh i cll li5ht0t h eveznJ r.inn by .its comi.n rs i nto tho 
~ \IOrld. n.:;, 

P . Gt:det criti c i zos tal s con6t:ruc t 1on b cnuuo 1· 1nsuf'

:f'!ci onii oxom .. >l ,;.a ta SUfJ'><Jrt t hls t r .musl a~_o1.6 B. F . \Jest-

doca not c c..1-l. :f:,r an, at&.to1t1e.11t aa to tho 1cof! ;. 0£ til g acti on 

0 £ the; Light ; «:.n<l th Ll~:t.~. ills 1n'•toa 0:1 1 i.a!ti.:; ' r.s well 

as 'by I <:Olll1Jl ~ - ' 111 

4,"''hooctc r Zoli.&, :J~s Evmu-,;1.111i:r.: dc::i Jr.iht'.n ---.;;,s , i.1 the .Kol:l
ment ar ~um Nouen Testement r.P1:rst ood s ocon.d ed1-:;1on; !.c1p
z16 : 1~. 7Tti'!..<.::le.t't 1 scho Verl ac;c-;,t~c1h.C!.ndl.t~1c; ?!ac· f., l ')O[ >., IV, 
66-7 . 

5a.1 . P . Howerd, Tho l.i'curth Gon:1eJ. !~1 Recfm" Orit iciDn 
sx ... ~ ! ?'ll#•Jr•,,1,.~ta ; :i t)t\ (Pwrt1t 1•'1)vi·•·cti '!>1!.:. t"!o:-;- --~ondon: i;:110 

\!pvorth ?ress, 19!).$ ), :p . 19e . 
6Godut, .22.• ill• , P • .31~7 • 
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, ,v' 'l.'ho last posa1b111ty is th.at ot tl11:1ng f/klJMA..VdVWith 

~ ~ I 
ffl'ffi «"4°"'@:r as a mod1fy1ne adjoct! val partic1p l o . 'l'h.1s 

construction appeals to 11 number o:r ccwnentatoz•z. ~'heophy

le.otus tak es 1[,/lli!! lv/jew:&t u t h e phra2e ubi ch i s t o be 

rood1.f1od 'by £0,y+,ar and diac~sses n o oti'lGr possibi lit y . ( , 
John Cbrysostan1, too, re.fora £,P/,t.a1:r1111 to mrn. KvtywTPK-

7 
He of'1"o.?."a no proo.r; 110 merely assunie.1a t hat t boy belong to-

gother. 9 Cal v1n10 and Lutherll agree with Theophyl~ctus and 

Chr-Jsootom. R. IL . \J . ?-,oye x• also erg cs ~or t . ia conat l'cction 

and f:t:1do h iras ol.t' :Ln f -:. ll e.a roer,1ent with t ho earl y church. 

to f e e ls t hat t ho Ho1•d 01•d er l inl:s Jel,"tKeft wi.th ntJa 

~"j,ewl'OU( gi~a.~•,mtically and t hr.ra.roz·e c oncludes , 11 t h e connoc

tio:-i by t ho oo.r l y church oi.' ~ wi t h u; «"'JA•· i s lJy no r11eons 

l.o u e rec;arcletl • • • as obs ole t o, b .t !.a t o · e r e t e.inocl. • • • '' 

·,o aloo s to.tc.s t hat he1"e t here is no r edundance a s opponents 

C1'l.1eopl'ly l actua, "£narra.t i o . in ;.:.'va.~t:li.u.'11 Jeannis, " 
Pe.trolofiao: ?atrui11 Orc.ocorc:::i , e d.it.od by J. ~ . •Ii r;ne ( Paris : 
n . ~., 8<:i4}, CXXIII , col. !I49 . 

9 Jom'l Cb.rysostom, "Eight h Homily on the Gospol 01· St . 
John," Li br o.ry !!I,_ ~ p,,t hers, t rfl!lSlC\ t ed by O. n . Stupo::-t 
(O:.:f'ord: J oh."'.\ ilent'y Parker, 1Bl~f-). pp . 6t-73 . 

l 0J0l 111 Calv :tn, Conmiontnry ~ ·tbc Gos·oe l Ac cord.L1g ~ 
John., t ra.vis lato· .from t he Latln by \"al1irun Princrl e (Gran.i 
'itipYds, H1eh .: ~JI!?. s . Eordnmn' s P\!blis,1.ing Com9c.ny , 1949) , 
,:, 38 . 

1¾.~arti n Lu~bor, Das J ollfl ':11cs- Eiva,."l.r;el:i.1.i.rr- mi t Auonahme 
der Paos i onsterte, in n:-iSe.l"'t ,.rt Lu t hol"D B.'v~ flG'I'ien - Ausioro;ns, · 
edi teer-by r~rw1n 1,ml ho.upt ( Goetting<m: Va."ldc..~10ock a .... a !1.t.'l.pl"C:: cht , 
l.9S4), I V, .3.3. 
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to this construction oay, but ntbat \Je h ave here, cm o,?ic 

t ull'l.OSS !?£. wordD. 1112 

~ !.Y.' __ , 
~, ~ A .. l'1urmncr, too , t okos P'Lr-'"Ot' o.s a modi1'io1"' or mvZf.L 

ot7"'Dt. He otf'ero no argl:mont 1·or llis position b1...t dooo 

ca11r,tont t h at ff''Y''"'" ~ 1!! tCDaj&"r' i s a Jewish plll'nso for 

~ei n g bor°n. an d t1'1nt i t is f req1.:.ant in St . Joh...,1.t s Gos pel . 

lla c :!.tos t ho 1'o l l ow1nc; passa r.e s as p a X"s.llola: John 9 :39 , 

11 : 27 • 16: 28 . 13 B. c. llo skyns !'ee ls t h.at l>'lou..cy,~ ahould 
~1 

modi y , !EL.'"l al. thou h he t.\ oos not. f'onl a s atrongl y a.bou"c; 1 t 

a s doe s 1~. A. li! . t1eyor. Jiosk y11a realize :, t hat the l"> Gri ph .. •e.s 

tic eon oiir t!Ct ion i s 1.."l f'ull accord u i. th John' s s t y l e a 1d t hat 

t ho thou5h.t c o11vcyod by t h e p eriphr as tic uas :!..'l t ho author• s 

l'ilind , but he i'eelz t hat in v :teu of· t l C Robbi lliC pal"nJ.lc ls 

ancl 'bocnuse t h e c onnoct i :i.c o f y1o/4=cvo¥ tTi ti1 -,,/tl/;i;( a.'11~ 
p l ace s rnuch C:Jliphasi s on t h e mrl.versal~i.&.'f1 0£ J e st:.s, t h.a p lac-

1ns o i' fRlr£tllv' w~.th .,,J,)l"(J fvt;wn~ is -~o bo p l .. ef~~"'r ' ; _ 14 

,, . A. ScbJ.att er argues als o on t he basi s o l' Rav i ni c 

p arn!.lcl s ~Ol'" the co1'latru1ng of ~J,JJ,Jtp2_ uit h 1/j(,1,a Gfv~,Rm.§f'• 
,_-~ I 

---------
121, . A. H. Heyer, Critic al ~ -~or~etical ..1cndtoolc ~ ~ 

Gospe l o f Jobn , in tbo Ori tice.l a.."ld I::xoe;et!c-e.1 Co;~n::.n11t w.-y o~ 
t ile NewTeitiiient , ed1 tad b:f ~'T-od&ric l!: Cl"O!'lbio , t r om~int cJ.
l'rooi~ o Geza.1an by ~filliElJ.tt Uri1icl:: ( .r .. fil.no u?'g.~ : : anu T Cl a r k , 
1ee;3 > , I , 11. 

13,. . Pl 'UJIJ.-uor, ~ oo7el. Ac cordJ..n~ ~ ~ -~ (Ca.:: t.1,iclr;c : 
t he Univcr olty Pre so~ l.906 , p . 65. 

14E. c. Ho skyll S, 1-h <.> l.i'OUl"°tL Oosr1;, edS.t cd by Fraue i o 
!Jo el. Davey ( Im.1don : Fa"Gor end. 1;tnbo:r · dt~d, 1947 }, P • J.4,$ . 
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He cltes one particularly str1k1ng one: 

II D~ 7~-a,~i - 7 ?f~ D\UsJV?? ?7 O+i"1~, 1"i¥» n~~n 
In Greolt _:tt reads: •~ ,~r/(f/1 mJ. ~ 11111 ..!1tlJ_ ~ l(dJil .lfsJ 

' ->,1, . :, 
iTg r1 r,s s l'¾o/' i VQll.$ E.U.. K°o/'41' ( R. Lev. 31 : 6 ) • In add1 t i on 

to thi s on~. he notes f ive others end r emarks t hat the c l ose 

connecti on betwo n ver se n ine and Pal est ini an parallels makes 

i t i nadvi sable to s eparate ~DAL IIQV .tronl -zr,J,,r-,,, a'vuJJUJ.mJ,". 15 
t J 

c. Ii. Dodd a l so ci:tes t ho p assage wh ich Schlatter c ~:ced above 

and com~,s t o t ho s ame conclusion.1 6 
.:, , 

llouever, t hei•e Q!'e d11'f 1cul tios i n t ek:tng ,eKl!Jk.( "",, to 
I ~ I 

mod i f'y 71it v'Til.. &i'a Vf/RIU71uv' a nd other co1umontat ors nre quick to 

p oint t hos o out . F'. Godet admit s the poss! oill ty or t aking 
:, I I ~ • i /)X°f {l/tJ// wi tll f&ll'l'« .J( VDA.u1roY and even discounts tb.e argument r I 
against i t t hat t1e claus e i s a needl esn ap~endix ~o man. 

IIowevor ,, h ~ .f1nds t hat it i"orce s a cons t:ruc t i on with respect 

t o~ that i E ver y un."ll\tural. Iie sa..ys t bat if ~f""vis 

t e. 0.1 wl th W"TiJ. ~ t1-6~w,rpv, tl1e11 t he ?"e v.i•o two wayc to con-
/ 

s t rueftil.J , ei t her as the s ubject or"7it_ or a s the attrib~te -of ,!:J:!.. I i" i t is tlle subjec t , it would be t 1•anslatod in t he 

s er,s e of t lle Lial.t o o il.1£; pre sei'lt ., but i i' tal-;en as an attribute , 
..... 

t ho ~uo j e ct woulc be a ~ underst ood t o be taken froro t he 

l.Su,. A. Schla t t er, B!£, EvoP3elist Johannes: ~ £ sp1•icht, 
denkt, U.'ldifflaubt (St utt.gart ~ Colwer Ve1:•einsbucbhandlung, 
1930), p . • 

16c. H. Dodd, 'l'h.e I n t erpret &t ion o-£ t he Fourth Gospel 
(Cambridge : un1ve?>s1t y Pre sa , 1953 ) , p:-2m.r; 
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preced."t.FJ.$ vorse. 'l'ho Licllt to w:.ich Jolm bo1•e t estimon y 

wottl d b o undorstood os t ho Bu'bject. !'boso two c 0:1structiona, 

h e 0011clu d oo, " a:r;-o not very 11atural, n17 

u. Olsho.usen obj ect s to allo~1inc; ~c t,,21/to mou.1.fy 

"evoi7 mon. 11 Ue aay :i t . tnt ~Yo/'uo,t io not t o !lo c onnect ed 

lli i; mf tli4 ,,~ml( for th1s \-IOt:ld c a.1.i~e a. :>loonar:nn, aincn 

~ ;r.en tir ct c oi'lo 11.1to t he wo1•lcl , i;hat i:; , muot ue oorn.18 

\-!i l l iru-:i h enclrik&en rcfucv s t o l ot t h e plu-aseJ , 11 coroinr:: 

11.t~ t ~1-e uorld" modify " O"',,°'ery 1non. 0 Uc esoo:::-ts ~tha.t t h!. Gos

pei. 0£ J ohn do os r1ot co11t ain an y undis puted ~H?,Dsnee in uhich 

t !>o O.."i ·>r o.sG;ion , 11 c o1~i n z l:.to t h o ~ior l d ., 11 r e.?c r s tc t hC:J birth 

O!' en or d:ltUl l'Y h'L:.-na...'1. bel:.1.g.19 

n. c. U .. Loncki , t oo, obj acts tc-) t ·ho cor.incct i :e; or 

Al thoueh r..e a d! :t t c -~~ha f act 

ci tee!. f 01· z-o;::ardi. r: 11 comi ng 

l O,Ke1>:.r.a·. Olsh auoon, Oi'u1 io, 1. co. oi:1un~~.:,.{. .£12 th!: ~ Te" -
tart1er.l'l;, in Ol•r.i•k ' s For eir;n 'beolo~c:.u 1:..5:brc.:r~ (.1'ii•trt J\1 ·eri
c a21 edl ti on; f eu York: Shel don, l .... @.ee.1Uun an.Ci Co • ., 1657 ) , !! , 
3,6, 

l9~·1illi .::1lll H011dl1ik.sen, ~,osit ion o:r tho Got;tH.-l Accoroi;,1.r; 
to John11 1.11 t i.le i!ow estma:.cnt CO?iil'lOntro.:i {Gra:1· flar,ic_';.s, 1ich .: 
iii'lior Book House-;-'1?53) • l, 79. 
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wor e n avo1• ouiis.:.ue .,;bo Horld c.nd tb.uo ca.?JJ10t c c.1!10 into t he 

world 1:rJ :means of b1rtu. 20 

A. 'i·.101\!.ck r e003n:tzoa t hEit Luther ro.v o?'3 t!lg coxmec t1ng 
~ 11/ / I .>I 

of f"4r' v4.,/ 'ttit h ~n a,~wl@V a11d that Ro.bblnic. para l lel s 

llave ":.; oe:i a.d c.1uood i.'t t-Jl!ich t:lcn nrc ca.l l ad ui~cctl:7 

" DJ f ~ '~ "1 Jf:J_ 2:::?" (all nho c or:1e i.1 1a1.' ti o ;cr l O.) . :10.1-, 
T - ~--n 

G:ver , ho t'c,cl a t b3.t !_.,_ this c c..-nst ruc t.ion had 0c.,c11 1n~~nd~d. 

t b. ' cie1--:.ono t1~c.t:1:vc aa/61.. coui cl n o-(; lm.v c .leon llis:,on ::,c <.l. ,.,.l t h 

Tlloluc:c tc.o).c thtl t !I 11 t ll.t. nbe~.l3 G oi' 11 --- -
t."lttst be cu ,nC"c t od ,•lith ~i&v,JL. n -.1d th~.o conat r ucti on 'le ~voa 

ou t ~-~ e: ~-,oaa ih:tl ity of tal:::tue ~!.!tJ.t. ~--is a. r.1.od!fyi?1£f p'hresc. 

t o -oil!A ~ wPaJC. .. 21 

J . u.. .E;ex·nal•d aJ co of f.'e:, e :c1 c.!.l1fiU·.10.:~t ur~ai.1.s t s.110,.zi ng 

yxJ ILt;.v.AY t o raod:t fy 7BV(5 lJ 11(j'dw1Q( • In t .1~ .::i~=t !)lUCG, he r -
oo.i s t h ii lf ;~M~f~a,: trc:ro to be tal!:o:u w.ttil zdv7j,!. 8{114tc,11mJ1 r 1 

r,l'l.."'f,t. • . n.!l .y...r-r ,,,,., :t110t c:id ot:-rm(r,i. «, V~wlFa(I S.etf~vov 

~h o ·l u "..>c o:t:- ""1 c t ~d. sc ~c.-,udl.:,•., he orc,.;u<Js t Ja t u;;(tl,J,4.E vo,v ..c1.s 
T - I 

:&~ L"1:/£Jt ill whol l y 1•od\· Rnt iJcca.uoo it c.de::t n otl:>..ln7, t o 

"every ::.mn. 11 Jlinal l.:,, h o a.sf!el"to t ,1nt tho c:Z!)rooc.:.O.1, " co:: .

i og !!l~~,o t i'. ,J UOl'"l d " i s no used e l s ewhere by John of' a man 

20r,. c. H. L~nsl: i , ,::.~ In4Fern:re t"" tio11 0£ 3t. J ohn1 ~ Q2!.
~ ,:l (Col.ut1bus, Ohio : Lu t ilor a..'1 Eooc Conce1"l1,~942), p . 53 . 

21.-.. . ib.oluck , !i Comrr.on t tiz:: 2a. ~ 003~,&l C'J!° ~ • J o!.1.n, 
tx-e.ns lntcc! i'l"O.'ll -the Germn?1 b;, A .. ~a ':l.)u••.1 (i:iourtll Gt:..i · lt1?1; 

soston: l> • rld.1.1s nn d l•!nr vi1'l> 1836 j , :, • 69 . 
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bo1. •·.oi•n tn ,T hl1 16:21 1a no exce t1on. 22 

-;; • Zahn u.oon 11.ot ceroo oi thc-r wi. t 'il tllooo w::.-io wotlcl. take 

r, o l!::.f:. vorl tr1 th 7/14111.( . 'II . 113 JI. iio a.ddu CO.fl a OVOl."'al re&B0213 "ail I ~ rr - - · -----
~c,1• hir. i'O:!"l.\at·l t o a.clcaowledgo t .u1t ~£J!Mt modi 'ims l§fT/t,. 

c(r"'911111. Pirst, 1:.o o!.lltc o~t that t :::.o Joui.3 J. ox -.~esaio:i 

" U 7 1 ~JT ~7 l II i.: the scmm or t>o.:.n~~ bo:ttn .Ls ~~1 .. mJ.G 
-, T 

to t h ,; n· -.., Tento.r ,out. !lo o.l ::10 sta4;en i,bat D7 1~"5'T .,A 7.!' 
T T .. 'f-

1~ n ot a. :,loo:~nst" c ntt 1•ii;1 ~c to 1:;.:m~1" a.c uoul.G 'bo t i10 oeao 

i . J ol , 1:9 :1£ J~,X•k.r.1hJi' 11orr: t n'kOl'l w,.tl! llllv];s g110-~w7/'IY. .Ee ,-r I 
rury ::i t h , •i; it ~ n a onbst1tct!o1~ fo'I' '' :t :n." 'J.:h .. s :--1rcitm t ~t 

i'oi• , not :u1 a.t Jributo of' , i=,::1an." "t;b:.! :ru:•th.~;•?• ai•c se7s th:lt 

"l;o C C,fu;!,,. C t ~-.1,.t Z,-~ f.,t~IPl{at1 :t::J ~t1 SO.J t' ..Qi; 6V OX''9 

• .::":ll. o.;· t;ho .. a:mn't o~ hia b ir.th Cl."lt: ___ •r,n tll-'ll'O 0?1 c ontim1t.lly 

.:.1at John is say.:!.ng that ovoi-,1 •. 10. .. 1 ".s on-

clait,:e t htxt Jobn s .alm o:r ar. e11light onl:;:1c ~ct!•1:i. t~, cf i;:.c 

pzaoincox-11ate LogoG. 'i'bis , Zahn cltt.:::"?:: • Jc 01 dco~ not do. 

-------------· 
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IIJl4 1abat ~ 1iat o£ v••• ll1De Nbn ta tbla pa■t. · lid.a •••• 

.__ Wn-k• t;ba• 'lhe relative olauee :lD ••r■• n1ne ••• 

-.at o~ an effective WtiJ.4d.ng ·of 'the Logos ■J.noe oreat1on1 

QD au men an4 1n all t1m,,a and p1aoea. It oan cml.7 t:reat 

~ &11 enlightening Which vu taking place during tbo pul)Uo 

m1n1ot;ry ot atu-1at. Hence. to connsct JAY,_,,( v1th 7§1/1.i( 
« ... fe,elDr 1B no-t ponuaa1ble since it would vitiate tho lbl1td4 

enl1gb.ten1.ng act1v1~ t110.t Christ is oar1""'.{in& on.23 



ClIAPTEit IV 

~ WllA't Kl' , OJ? I, Pil0Cf -3S :IS XT f.liD I :; IT t."lll:Vl,RIIAU 

In this cha-ot er tho probleru posed by tL • 1"c,lativ1, clause l[,, ui71 r, I TTilv r:'4. « 11~~11a~ W1ll b e di scuasod . t· . 18 pr-oblen: can 

be exi>l~cssod by a twofol d quootion: ·ihat lt ind 01· a procoas 

iB (/).IAili'[t1 and ~ a ·.1t univez•snl'/ I'L i :; nocoaaa17 t o t a1co t he2e 
I 

t wo q'l:est1ons toe;et b.er slncc t ho nature of t h o :>roceso e3Pras-

S (jtl by /U,)7/ss,1 of t en 1:nf'luen c c:s a cor!i'Jlent a.tor • s foo1 L"l.f. wl t h 

r ec a.rd t o 'G:J.c Lic;t:.t • s sc ope . Sor.10 will g1 V6 (/)1,u ii'S'r, a. l imt-
:x. A I 

e .: sco1,o a. d o t her ,., it:!.ll see i n 7(f1,ilif. O[lf~A..u,mv tho U!liverool. - I 
s1-10.y o:,.' tl e L1~b.t . o:rtc .1 tiloir a.i.)1n1on io dotormined. by w::at 

ld .rni oT o. proc as s they feel ,,.,1.i1iJj1 ::o. 

D. I . S c l at te1• docs not c onr.1011t 011 wllo t b. .z• o:::- not tho 

of t ho enliehtm.11ne procoss. 

on l y tile p ouor but o.lwo.yr-1 a1::so l i g· -t 0 ·1d Riv er:. t c, rJo.n, •illi lo 

it a 1vea 'Go h1111 l i!'e , a t t ho :.iar-10 t i:n10 t::,e oyos w· .1.tch not on

l.y 1Je e tM world, bu t nl:-,o p e:.l'Cf? ivc tl"..l'Oll.·;h wl.Qll m~d !'or uu0:;1 

t h e uor1d e:-:ists. The a1lli r;ht oni11(~ :p1~oce:,o to .. ,ch:.nt~er, then, 

ap ·1ern's t o 1.mpc.:rt n c ertain unde1·sta1:1tlin:; of t l.o wo1---l d to 

r mn. l. 

1n. / . . Schlat t er, Der Evanr,ol.i s t .)orum."lca: uic er sor.:,:_t, 
donkt, unc:. enu• t ( St u t tBtirt: co1·we:.."-V .... e-i 1.auucl,hn:1d'!u:~, 
1930), i):-i: • 
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R. Dultmann seos the en11,:h.ton1nct process aa bavi~ a 

twof old e!'i 'ect;. !,an, e.ccol."dln.a -'i:;o .b\lltmann, ie 81"-&QCed 1n 

a s~arch ai"tor selt' w1deratanc .. :i.:n{~. IA th.la s oa.rch it 1s easy 

~or r.:O.:-! to looe hiri1aol1' c.n d to hold a ni'alse ligat: f o~ tho 

true . n iJUt in. Jest'!!: alone t i.lo ccnti :.1,:.c.lly 2cu8b,t attar and 

m130ed, t 1 .. uo ool:1' underetn!1di ne is giv e!'!. 1' :1r. 1:. tho one 

reoult o~ t he onlighton:tnr. QCti vi t y . 'fl~e mo~~n~ ctr ect 0£ 

t h e onl i g11tcni11g is b l.:L--id!1 ss. l.e atates t bc.t t b :-, ll'Jeur[..>E✓J/ 
I 

of t !"o r evea;le-r a l oe r ei81'lS eve" tho m1bcliovo:"a b t ci'1'ects 

i :i t i_!:IYJ c. 1 l5.ndn0s:.. "Wi . os das !~ehon., r: he s ays , 11nur in? 

7. ic:ll t o r~::. ·•t. , eo auc~. d i e ~il'l<1he:tt; d i e3c Ps.ro.clo:;;:!.c ha~ der 

p1"011.ec,o. 1•os ult., ho has n o di :f.ficul~:-,r -l! s ue:.. .. r-: -:;h,. cr-.lighton-

1~e ~ctivit y as universnl. 2 

R. c. H. l.m1sl:i docs not <!.1.roctlj clo i·i ~i ,~ tl!.e a.cti"lit:y 

!t ca .• r· t i: certainty o, :10::.~·1<:>t,l, hm:cvo::- . that 

0 £ f /,t)Tf>!J. tlO e;c 1re:.Ul i :lt,; t·;:.:• cnJ.lc~-to t.Cnt 0 £ 

ac.v~-.::f; r;ra.c ~l . •r::.;.:, a:::n:r-:e~ d c !'i n..· tio:.1 o_ .. f uilif ll ~ .. 1v ... _vo s 

::: :~~dol.··,h .~l tma.'l. , Dus .E:v o.n1;...:ol =-~!.: <,, o ~ohn i:11:lf;, :i. tr.<', 
:-~1tiscll--e.xogot iachol~ Y.o'Jiion tarO.'b ,r cl.as P..euo 'i'o s1;,m.;e,n,:; , 
Uogr. vm1 H. A. •J. l.oyor (~1.-zeJ.!'th oclit:!.on. ; uo~t t .:..~~0 .• 1: \l:m · c;;n-• 
boeok a."1d R\lt)l"OCht , 19;,6) , II, 32-). 
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t b.o en11tht.ening prooeoo is ono oJ: ~apo end 11' it dooa ez-

t ou•l to n11 ··1e11 a 3 t !1& t f)xt s t ates , t n.-en w'irj io _t -ct..at all 

r.ian Cll."0 n o t enl.ightol'loci'/ Why do so:11c stS..l l con t :lnuo i n dark

neos1 Lons::1 s olves t 'iltl di J.amna by deny1~ that Jc,ar1 1uea."'lt 

l."e j ~ctin~ t bic f.,i r,l~t o.nd 1 .. e11ui 11i.."Ar- in d o.:t'lt:1o a e . Becau ce 

l .eno..-.:l d.~n!os t11.at J ohr .. mar.m a v er-y :i.a:."'\ by t ':.:a.e ex:9reas1on 

0 ov~ •y :,.la .• , 11 b u .t. S f c l 1c od to s i;o11 ou t ~-sl..a.J.;; J'oh:.l. aotunlly c.loea 

1.1'\e t" ·.• \.. ·· l o r...., t:rosn e.a ·• t;~o j u.:i.r;: •. lc.:nt ccni:r: unto all ne.'"l 
t o c o11c..l~ll'l0.tion1 evon so t h.ro'l.!Ch one e.ct of I'i a}.ltocus
llt:S ..i, tl).-, f 1•c.,e g i .rt ca;11..,. w to a l l. ,., ... ,n 1:tto j ltHi:i~ication 
o~ l :i.i'e; . 11 Al t h ouah nll ···on n:!'e uot j uutii'iac. thrci:,e1'l 
C'.n .. i s t, h e 13, 1,cvo:a.•t h o l oao , t h e ouly · 1e:-:. t '!.aJ.,.:>t.{,;l! :hon 
j ua ti~ication cor~oo . Auguctine u ae o the i l l · stration 
01· on ~ t.oa.ahor :i:u. c. cl ~'Y, uh o , t 1on., iL> s2.:tu o .;.-:-:.o~ruct 
a.11 t he city, nJeanir-,g n e t t hot ov o1•yo:ic actur.ll;;r goc c t o 
b :L tc- be i n ::rt :.. .. uci;~1 t>ut t bn;; n ons ..:.:t•o ta; .. 1:;:,.., o:.<.<,O!,.,t b:, 
lwn.4 
li . A. rJ . licyor also nsaui':!-·3 'thn~ ~ o,:·>res •1os t'-"'l. 

act i vity or C•od • s savi:.1r 63,"ace. Uo t1.!~o fin-...s hil"'!ocli' i :l tilo 

SDil'lO d.1.f : 1culty as doos Lonaki . :ti t Hoyor doos l-:.ot 1•QsoJ.v c 

3:t. C. 11. Lo~slcil The I ntc1~n.--otr..t io:i "i' r:: t . Jo; 1 1 s Goe--~-~ -- . -----.~ -- ,- ----::: -? Ol ( 0 ('ll \~l-\:. s , Obio i JUvu~·:l'(t.?1 .;Jc,{,·. t,c.,~1.r.~G.;.•1,., _:,q.r., , _> . :.,2 •. ~ • 

4r01u. , PP • s2- .3 . 
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it; by don ~ t ho.t t.ho onlightt\n_n , · 1a utlversa.l . 5c. asserts 

t -·.a_t onn cl1ar e..cto::-1s t i c o'£ t he tru.e Ligi:?.t i n t ;.·.at it doeo 11.

lu,11-,o· evc1•;;0~0 tt.;"'!d ·l;hio r mne11w t ru ovon thc.nr;a tilu illu:ni-

cono uhnt 1:.,J covltl boco.:~e , s Ci 11<1 or l~.(:,ht. i1otmvo1", ho says 

.;. C. liosk,-no aeo» ::.n /w1i'rEt P.n act! •ll'it y by lftl:Ac ::i t llc 

J..!.r_;l1t M . ,~11r cront;i o 1 ?rel or aod .:.m:9a:."·.a '!>hys~c;al ::Li!'e . ~'b.i a 

y,i,n-~ ~v'9'wm; a 1e it c'"'n b e taJc~r.1 qu to l:i.toraJ.l -:, nccor· 1-:1g 

t o lio:.: cyr10 to ! ,:::,rr.n cv -.:·"l'y bUl'l"'"l bc,il•f; • ! e e::!H. .. e s e~s b.1 E v iou 

t i.e 11 ~·1t of t.'10 orer.tl,•o .~ e; :c•u. r.,i• GGd O?. : ;1.0.r. nll :.;.i.::::1 ,!opend 

f O'J." t ho ·_.,_ V i..:l':/ t.1:.d.s to :co . If 6 
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1nd1v:!.dut\l t h o aean1~ and purpose 0 1· bio l11'o . Th'le act1v1-

t,- !s l:nivcrsal. :1.111.is is npparo,.t wi • .:m h e 1.u1ys. " lio 1a t he 

11e;ht 0£ evo17 h uman bein g born into t h e u c1•l d • • • • 
p I 

'believe, however, t ha t Li ~htfoot uoul C,. not sra.y t~ltl.t everyone 

u .. '1.1.F..retau,.cia t ho 1ueo.n1ng o.nd p urposo of liio lli'Ei . A1t l:.ouch 

he does not s ot up t hia p r oi::>1 e,~, tha!. io , ii' t hG Lc;5os makes 

clear t Lc.~ rr.etlnlng snd p\.:1•p0ao , wl1y does not eve~ 11f e have 

iuoaning nr1d pt:r;,oso'i' 1 lle nave1•tb.e le.os s elves it i n o. state .. 

mo~t he 1r.akes c oncar n1ng ·~he explanation of (/)IAJTJfc, . HI) says , 
I 

"ilo ( a 1:: , it '!. s 3mpl 1ed , !iCJ 0~1ly ) ca n :-~rucc cl~ai• t.o cv017 in-

dividual t he ... or.ming and :p'UI'p oec o f h13 lito . n7 fience , it 

t•;o1.,l d c.1:>p oar e c co:::•dill6 t c, Li ghtfoot tht: t. tho Logos &nlir:;htcns 

everyone in t 1.o ~:enme t ha t ilo :13 the on1~1 or,.c '°''"-c i s :l l e to 

e.'"llight e:r! ever yone nlthouc~h nl l me!.1. do n o i. t clt c advcntu.ge ot 

3 .. P . Westcott does n ot u:..."l)lai:1 u 'iu-\t t.11~ cx1lir,ht enin.: 

proc:,s s io . f!e clcao , however, _us :.nt t : . .c. t ' ti ! v9e.unl' 
should bo t aken :Jin1ply a~ l t o t&..'lds .. 1.c snys, u no -::.ion is 

wh olly destitute of the i l luaine.t10~1 o:!· ' tho Lir.h~.' In 

nnture, a..'1d l .t.1·e, tu.-id c ons c i once S:t :.:.al:os i t s cl i' i'clt ln vari 

ous degrees to ... 11 . " :-1e atc0 U ;. c ,ii:.ont s ~• :::sth-o:t• ori t :..a sig

nificance of t he singul ar , 7Gl11~ tJ,;~HJlfh'.. i!c b al i ovc~ t · at 
7 

7n. u. L1eht.foot , St . Joun• s c:os:1cl , oai~cd by c. P . 
Evans ( Oxi'ord: ClaJ.--en•: e n P1"esa , 1956) , p . e2 . 
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tbia 1 d'la is d istinct. ti-OM that 01· ul./lu (v. 7 ) . "'lbe ~e

lation ! a not collec t ive , co:rpor ate, as it 1& h ere prcaent~d , 

but pe.reono.l, and un i versal vhile p eraona1 . 11 8 

~•. Ooctet soes in f"/7it4, an illumination or the goo,1, 

beauti.t'ul , ond t he t rue which be also in.:'cl's 1.:s universal 

ainc_e ~ ~ tak ~s fwtf.vt t o denote u:11versal i l l umination 11" 

it woultl c~p,:> l y t o t llo gospel revelation. He Writea, 

i t is 19ore natural t o f'ind t he Ser.lo notion cxp~essed 
her(. as in ver . 4: t ho Logos, as tho i nner l ight, on
l ic;h toning every man, 1lluminat1ug him wi th subl in:e 
int1.1itio11s o i" the good, t he boautif'1.,l an Lha true • • 
Th · phra.9e : 1-J~.J.ch l ight e th even: men, if' i t were ap
pl!cm. to t h o gospel revcio.tion, wou.l c denote t h e uni
VCl'Ga l cho.1•0.ctor o f' the 3 0:3pel. · • • • 9 

o. !\ . i:.ar1•ct t 'a v i ew concc~:::ling t "!.1e 11s.t l1':'e or pwT ,h, 

• • 

i s s or.ia111hot d t f .t'e r en t . Ho feels th.ut i t io \cJe11 t o un "e1."

stand fw-rf-n, in t h e SO?".Se tr..at t ~;o llgt'lt Shi.n us upon every 

man for judgmen t , to r evoo.l wh et h o is (uhe tlAer h~ soes t his 

liglit or not). ie c 1 t93 as pai•allc1 usages I Ccr. 4:~ 

<fW1t.r~, r. KpsiUl 71:ii! G"'K~]icls J tll\d II ilr. .. 1 : 10 ' fuJulr«tTos 
a ~ .k!i.J. -f 4rd«v). He i'Ul~f;hor &rgu· s t;bn t ill t~u rest 

StSE"Ooke Poss t~estcot t, ~ Gos-.:.c,,J. .r\c coi"din , ~ St . ~ 
(Grana Rapids, Michigm:i : Wm .. .u. Ecrar,.;.a11• s Pu .~iishing COO!par1y, 
l9S4 ) , P • 14. 

91;1. Godet , comucntar:1 2,1.!, ~ Go:J el o-t St~ Jo~., in 
Clark •s Foreign 'lt1eoiodca l;_ Lib1 .. a.ry, t1,ru isio.£aa by A . D. 
CUeln ( Third edi t 1on; ·Ed:i.n bu1~gh: '!.' and ,,. Clarlt , 19 34) , I , 
.34e. 
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or the Gospal the !"Unct i on or t he lit;bt is judlg!lont ~ncl that . 

W'hcn 1.t sh1ucs 1 some c.:omo to 1t while othel'EJ do not. BL'"

iaett cam1ot acco1, t t h o posi t i on t ho.t t h e present vorse is a 

rete?•en ce t o a ~enera.l illum1nnt1on of al l ' m.en by t ~:o divine 

Rao.son t·rh :tch wns s ubs equentl y dee9ened i.>~7 t he 001•0 canplete 

t'tllll'lif.estati on o!' the Logos i n t he L.,carnatl on. r..e feels that 

1 t is open to uouot t r-J.~ t John• s worda boar t hic ru.ean1n~ be-

(i) In t he nex t vorso he emphas±ses~t b.a"t£ ·KfflJ' q~Ji~ 
_Ql( ti-Y;' -- ther0 was no l'lat\.\::!'0.1 :mt1 uni ve:rs lmow edge 
of' t .e - 1sht . ( 11 } It was t hose who :z:-eceivod Clll'1st who 
r0ce i vod authqr ity to uocome children of God.lo 

.::.s.r:;."'ett I s :tnto:rp:. e t atlon o .r ~ es t h o l itt;11t s\.5.ni.Il6 upon 

eV<iJ"J'"!f ma:., f"or judcm.ent e.lig/is wi th one or the t wo basi c meon-

111gz t..e z ive o :rc,r t h.is va1•b . lio s tat es t hnt i t may meen : . . 

(l ) "to sl!.ed l ic;ht up~n, 11 " to 'bring to light ,'= "to make v i si-. 
ol e 11 ; ( 2 ) " t o ill'Ll!tlinnt o i nwardl y , " 11 to i~struct , " "to give 

101.owledge. 11 Hi s i11t e1">J)ret at ion ali:;na ui til meru1ing num.>er 

one . 11 

11'heophy1e.ct1..;s s eoo th.e 1llU?ni nat1o:n o J." ~ as con

s i sti .'lg 1:n. · 1--otio,4ali tt , t~te lc."l.owledgo o.f cr,o6d 1111:l evil , on.:. 

t i.e a bllit ,- t o diotiI1BuS.sh tho croature trom the Creator· . 

fio beli~ve s t lli s i ll1nnins.t1on to be univ f!i•sal e.!lc.1 ?1'suos f'or 

St J ohn 10 ,m..8 Go~ ,ol Aeco:•d.i.n,e: .!2. -• ---
C. K. Derr ott , 19u'.5:-) s '9'4-; 1.34 ... .3.5 . 

(London: s . P. c. E., ~ 

11I bid,, p . 1.34. 
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its un1ve~sal1t~ by ask1n~ 1r all 111cn o.ro nut rat1ona1. 1r 

thoy al1 by nature do not Jmow hou to d:.at1nguioh botwecm 

the gc<"Jd and evil, and 1!' th<.,y do not al.l have tho a b111 ty 

t o c'iist:1.ngi!is·.1 the craatl.!re :ri--om t :10 Crea.tor. 'fhc !'act that 

t he act~v~ty of tJ1,,l1;'541 !a unive~ecl ~10.s po1sn1cal =ir;n~r1-
. / 

ce.T!CO t 'or •~ ieopliyJ.actus. Accordlnr, to h1!1! it does away w.i.th 

t e ovil d o1.~iurge c f t ho Eiir?..nicheru'ls . !ir.: i nvitee th iio!u.

chcans ~;ho ao.y t l.a t 1120n are creaturos 01' t he evil dOl'lliurg&, 

to h.ocu- t ha.t Jom1. :1ays t r.int tb.l, t1,,o !.5. r.o1~t cnlightona every 

1 c.n. 'l'hoo_phylc.ctus i'urthor nrgues tc.ic.t l.f t he ev:11 d<:.'lltiurge 

is da;.~!mcss, t hen lt i s not nb l o t.o cnlic;hten a.."'lyo:u, and wo, 

h o says, n1~e "Z/& ~ 222i.AA11Auu1D •• ~ KO(J"J,t,!{P. •1112 
r-- 1 

John Calv i n iclo,1ti!'ios the nctiv.tty or d)w7iX£t ttltl1 o.n 
I 

~a~urtation or reason , intell~gencc, ru-1d morel discrimination 

,.,- lch is unive~:u1l. l e ·writes., 

Foi~ 1•;0 !moi : tl'le.t t'lan ho.vu tb.1o p ~ullor excellence which 
raisoo t hem a bove othor nnin1e.ls, that th~,y ere c::.duod 
witl reason a.,d i::.1tolli1r.cmco, nncl that t L6y cc.rr:-, the 
d :S c t i nction botueon 1•t e;ht 0.ud wrone ong1"0.ven 011 tho1r 
c011scio.nc e . There i s : 10 1uan, tho:t~e!'o .. •e, ullor:: uorue 1,er
ception of: tho oternnl light does not ronch.13 

Calvin vor ~- pointodly r ejects thc.t f"'it/J;, constitutes n 

12Tb.co-,hyl~ctus, 11!:nnrrat:.o i ll '" :vm1 elil:rl Joo.n i r , 
0 

Patrolof
1

1ae: Patrum graecorum, cditocl by J . lJ. ·aeno (Paris : 
n. ? •• tQi,), CY~~III , col. lif;9. 

l,3 J ohn Calvin , OOOJmcnts on tllo Goope1 Acco:•d.:nr; to 
Johl.1., translatod 1~1•om the La-c:i.:n by 7ti'lliwr. ,.,1,,lucsia (G1~a.'l\d 
1to.plds 1 ftich. : · U. B. Eerch.71c.n1 s PU'blish:i.:~g Ocmpony-, 1949), 
I, JC. ·• 
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a cilv1ne 1llunJ.innt1on of grace . lie Ul'eoa, 

tut aa tll:ere IU'e tnno.t1cs ubo rashly s t ro.ln 6!1<1 t orture 
t h.o pcseaso, oo as to :J.~oi.' r ra.n i t t h.."lt t h,c, graco of 
1llln1nati on !a equall y orrered t o nll, let us remember 
t bnt the only subject hero treated i s t ho co1no11 l igbt 
o:f nat1.:ra , which is i"a.r inferior to fai t h , f o t• n &ver 
uiJ.l any man, by all tho acuteneao ~d s ngacity 01' h1::1 
mm r.ti..":'ld, penetrate i n to t h e kingdOtJ. of Goel . It i s t ho 
spirit_ p,:r God a'J.onn who opG. s t ho go:te 01· hoa.ven to the 
elact . ll.:. 

Hio concern to pros~rvo h iG doctrine o. ol oc~ion Ht-..!c :: ueniea 

t i·1e uni ver oal.i t ;,.. o f God • s savtn~ will, leads Oalvin to veer 

"away rrou any intcn1>1 .. 0tut:lon of Mrc., lrf't'.J.Ch woult.=. 1ncl'ude 
I 

a d1vin1.> illim1i11at i on of saving gr a ce . 

fi.. . ;,1~.;,r.-u":lo?' doea :.1ot spoc .fy \fi.:a.a.t t h o pl.'looess o.r enli ght

eru,1e.1t 1a , 'hut he does maintain t hGt it is un1vo."s al. He 

aoos :il11I..li'ra ~f9"wln" a11 indlvidv.s.l a?~ roach .rilich is typi

cal of Gou• a u orlt.i.nr, . Ho notes ·ch.at Joh1~. usos thli :l:~-">t?ula.r, 
, c' 

"ovo17 :r:.u:.'l»" n ot t b G p l ural.~ 11 a.11 1nen .. 1
- ~ ~~e COJ!:MO??.te .t•ur-

t'her: 

t he Lj_: ·ht i ll'l."J"J.iU CG e~c.l .. O'!'lC :,d-g,l.~· , no~ ~l.l collective
ly. God deels w! t h ,i;on so1,ars t o ly ris indiv!di.:aln, not 
in r.i.es 3ea • . .r.;,·t t h ough eve1~j \11a.."'l i s ill1.~d.1\Gc.l, ·•o t 6Igry 

._1uan is t.he better 'for l t : tl-utt doponc.s u_.on h.1rr1solf'. 

t,1a.rt:!.n Luther conce1vas Of " t :. "' actio.:i oi' tllµilfw OS· one 
I 

that ifn.p~to tho l !t~ht o:r .i'~ith.. lio f elu that ono !s :ll:"ivcn 

l4I'bid. 

l.SA. Pl t.WUor , l!:!, GOBY.>Ol !i.ce.,l"d.i.!lC EE,-;"~- Jot.n (Ocmb1 .. idc:e: 
tho U'nivors its.rroaa , 190b), p. u~. 

l.6Ibi d . 
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t o thio interpi .. etation b ~caus o of t he claus e,~ 

s:i.s: ..zat CdlfM~, Wbick~ h e anyo r.1oa1r1os nJrR ~• · John 

is saying that t he L1gllt onl.1~tcns .on1y those 1-1ho como into 

t 'b.o world. It t h o evnneel i ot was .speekir.g of t oe lie;!1t or 
rea.so.n, k •tho1"' main t ai ns , he co1.1l d not have rostr:tctcd t i,e 

action o:r ~ to t bis worl d , f or tho devi ls , t he damned, 

a ·.l d t h e dead, those w;,o are outside or t bi::: tforld, also have 

res.2011. . ~qlll[El the?l n-1Ust i."lean an. illuu1i nflt ion or :ra lth 

s i n ce., J c' only ?llention s n1on who come into t ni:::. world and on-

17 ,.n t 1ii ::; w~rld docs t h e light ·of Xa= t.h enlighten anc. savo. 

Af"tor t h :Lc li.:C'o it ceases i •ts cpel"'ntio11.17 

Since Luth.er believes t hat rd.11,f/Jj'cz 211ea.'tU'i an ill t'lmi n ;:1i.t.ton 
~ -1 I 

0£ i"o.it h e. .<.l oinco b,e con."'locts ~Ell.' zir. ..Lb.t ICl¥fl"' uith 

~ ~'4)7[otl, he i nvol ves hiv:.s e li' in t h.-:i cl:i.fi'lcul'iiy .1hich 

coni'l.,-.,nt od !.,onsk1 ct ,d l•foyer" If the illu:n:I.nation ia tmivez, ... 

s e.l i n t h :ts uorld1: why aztan1 t a -l vff~5.;j: .. t :.,:, :d? no gives two 

Aua ustin.c:.: 1 a a:."l.swer to t . .ii s p roble:-c. &:'?\! a. p arc.'J.lel i"!•<-'!1l th'} 

epistle of' 1'::i.c.1 t o th0 ~ oiaa:ie.. J:..'.tZUStir.u:, e.tvet t h ~ illustra

tion or a t eachoi, ~=ho i f:l -the only tt-U\ch or S::1 'i;~1.o a.!~c;y . Of 

this te2.ell9,1• it i s sniu tu:&t ho t6e ol os overJo:i.e.. •_-::.is is 

I 0 

-
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not to ~o undorstood int l(J, so11&e t hat ao act ually t eachoa 

everyo::1e . 'but that eveeyone ubo 1n t o:u~t it, t he city 1o 

tau3ht by thia toachor. Luther fw,thc~ po1~1ts out t hat Pa .. u 

O!)en r.s t h i s wo.y in. 111:J lettar t o t ho Rcr.1c.."'l~. L'l Ro,1J • .$ :e 

Paul snys t hat through. tlle r1ghteousno:J: or Ol'lo mm1. r i ght cous-

11oaa c oi.1c a on all men, not ir1 t he sc,.1:ie t hat o.U aro r!gllteous, 

but L"'l t he sonee tlmt nll Wllo ere rigl: t eouo arc I'i!;]Jtooua bo

ce.us a o:r Cl1.1--iGt• ... aul. 'll~i.shes t o d.es:ls;."i&tc C,'lu•i3t as ti~ only 

one "GhI•<1u fjl:1 whom. 1•it;h'toous?1oaa cc,._-n~s. rt herefore , Luti.1.cr con

olude:.J: "Also auoh hie ; 1:1enn. auoh u 1,~ht alle '"'!enschc;.'\ erl ouch

t at u erclo..'l , so ist doch die:J des L!cht., von uolchem alloin 

a l lc ~ •1euch tuns Ji:ow1t. 11 Luther al3o tl01.1to ot:.t t llat tho a

bcvo i n.ter-protnt i on do.os not do i njvsttco to t he te::t l'or 

J oi 1 h 2aolf dtd n ot bel i ovo t l'.1t1t tl-10 Li;.:hli <,:.ill~!.t ei!C<! cvory

ono j;~ ,..::h e 3e:;.1s-o tiw.t all 'Hero o:n.11:y.1.i.onod. J o'b.n sc~{S t hc.t 

t 't\<ZI dnr 1.'\""~o c a d:!.d not con1~:ireheiid it ( Jn . l : :; j, t i~o 1ol•ltl did 

n ot 1."'l.0;1 ... t c.-n. 1 :1.0)s Q. ·u ldc CM!"!. d i d. ~-,t ::-ecei v.a i t 

(Ju . J.:11) . 18 

---------
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tl11~ L:.t.$11 t c;,,~ up ovez• o.'J.l ,"ilen oi' t h .. 1·:or l d a.3 tl10 .sun goos 

up OVttr l.\l:L auc,n.. J,v.the'.t .. ci tea so\·oi,n1 p ao~~r.;os o !" Sori;,ture 

ii-L s~.>,~i ... i, or t .~ia v :tcM! 001. J.;2;; , me. 16~15~ Pm. 19:6 . 

Col • .1:23 a:'l.cl l c. 16 :15 spot\..~ of t ~lo u.=dverzal 1,rool.M11.t ion 

oi" t h o Go~;lel,. Th~; f i x-st of' 'tbes\') laat t-:!i'o po.aar.eo:l aptW~s 

of 1 ·i; a o all accon11>li sh cd !'aot a.YS<l thtJ s oo,,;1.d a.a a con:10.ncl. 

r s. 19 ~6 o.f.ro1"'ds t ne pi.ct ~ e or t h¢ modo or c.r,:.>t11•atio\1. of 

Hi~~ tho r a.nt t hat all a.re 

Nen 00.11, 11ei'uae to .reJ11a i n i 11. t he Li zl:i.t a;;ct; 'l.illi o d<.os ~.-10i; viti 

a ·to t .o " 1t·" · 1.•aal s t·to:y ot t ~ .. o L i !;ht •19 

1•esu:\; in £4' vutiou. Tho r..:ul.iijllto~-·is tt:U:o:l ,.:-,_cc .:i:.,.;:, t.he 

GospeJ. i o -pi>cs:chod and h.e~ •u. . 'i.1.1.<, :;;!~\j .. :::-.l~~.: cu i~o"' :._-.c,o;iond 

1'0.vo1•ai:.l y ,, H~1y tf ~Q ht:.V t:l ilw :i.:.c;l::.t. 1,re!'ol' _::. d .. '..!'A~::::.~us i>Uii 

'50 :·!0 l."eoei\ro tile ·.101•d w .:. th th\:; p1~01 e- · a l -r.i t i:..•.lu tt..:"!..i ·,,_,i;aj.:.l 

-
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evorlastinr 11.i'o. Uendrikoe1, 11.i..-uito .. '"twwto tbOl fl 

wh o hecr t;h.o Oos-.,e:i • ~ra en John seyu tt.iat t ho Light ligntens 

eve1-,y r.tnn , whu t he 1 s rea l ly s11y1I13 i o t b.nt t.b.e l ,i ght: 111llu-

1i.linea over y man ,mo he&,o th.a ·GOG!)el . 1120 Hendril:s en eives 

t he followi n3 r oasone for ~doptl ng this viow: 

Fi r·:.~. thi s ex:pl o.nati on i u in i1orr:>ony wi th t'be succcoding 
eon te:ct . llot e that e.l s o ve1 .. s cs 10 , 11 , nnll 12 r ei'ei• t o 
u w1llm, .. a.ad n more i•ostr~et.od circlo in wlii cb. the Gosp el 
opc:i•ate s . ! n ea.ell ca s e it i s t he D~ •1e clorioua Gos;;,cl 
of· aa.lve.t ion, but thouc;l ut.·Dicy" aro u!.,ll o , !'o\: aro clloso:1 . " 
:.,;_ , =s, in ve1 .. sc 1 0 we seo Cln•ist staud:i.nr. in iih- midst 01' 
utml;;i::.id u~1:;.ch , bOHcv o1•, J !.tl ?10 t o.ck.nowled£c \w ,i, nn.d in 
v el"'00 11 h o i s 1•op1~ao!1ted a s hov i 11e cmue t o his ovn h Ol!lo , 
bu·i: hi:z own peoplt! d i cl no t 'Wt:l oo,n111 h!m. '.I•hero are, llow
evo1•, e:x:ooptious , a.a verse 12 indicat;ca; s o:r.o accopt him. 

$oc onci1..z, t 1r,. n expl anat i on is nls o i n bnrt.1on; w~t b t h~ 
ei~e ccd:l:u~ co:itext , ooc v e1"ocs 4b an~ 5; 11a:1cl t ~t life 
wan t b.e l i 0h t 01· mc.p. And t h o licht ab.in.ea in th 1 dfll"k
n<:sc s but t he d n1~1<nons did not app rop1•i ato it . 11 

"!-h:t1,:_g_1Y. t his inte1'!)r-et c.ti0n ac orda 1-1,,11 ~,.:. t, _ s imi l c.:t 
PQB:.Jrif.~OG in th,. s o.mo Gospel . An au.th.or s l!.ot, cl bo :1ll owod 
t o OAJlla:i..:.1 h i f.! own !'hr~.sooloe:r - t-io 110.vo s u~h a..ri o::cpla
nct l011 i n J :19 en•.~ i t\ 12 :46: 11l\.n c.l this is tho j udw,l~nt , 
th¼.\t t bo 11,;·h t . 8 CCir!O i n•iio tbe uo ·l. , ·.:.ut FIOll lovod t h e 
c:4\rkno:iu ro.tl,or t han t h e light; t oi• t heir u~ri:s were ov1l " 
( 3: 19 , , an': ''I m coue a 11.c,1t .\t.c tl'L~ u :~J. , , t bnt r.il!.o
soover bol i e v ea 0:1 m 1 o:y not ab i 110 i n tho clnr?mec~n 
(12 :l~6 ; c!'. 12 : 35a., J6) . 
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~1r1~~..2n- I n E:,h. l:lf thJ.c 1ll ur.i1Nltion C!',?!Cerns the 
eye s of' t h o heGl't a.,ld 1u g1 von 'bo uclieve1•s. £ut 1n 
J.iob . 6 :4 1t io sa.!d t o bave boen 5iviSn to thoae uho 
subscque.:1tl y 11f'J;Jll a»o.,-11 and coul.cl not "u& l'eneweu to 
r opent ::inco. .l' .. ccord illgly ~ l!"b• 6d~ ol.oorJ.y t oac-1102 tllat 
thero !.s atl illumination -which does not noc es oarlly lead 
to salvatlon .21 

P . ·•• Kr et:rmu.mn h o l da t h a t t he 11l\4W_j_no.t ion of th(. L1e;h.t 

io ona o"J: s a'\~inrs Grace nr1d t hat it s.o U."'l1v ei sal . 1:0 o l voc 

t be ap:">c.t•on t dif.f.:!.oul ty c-r oct10 not being m'lli(;htol'lod by trano
✓• l atil'!f:-:t (J)li.ri, II :Jhino::i t.l: on . ,, Ii:r., oo.:,rs, 

1r. .c;. 1Jll'p11cation 5.s '!lot t h~.t Christ, as tut> t o:rne.l J,ir,"'t• 
act\.ally in1pnrtc the ble:,ss ings ot salvation to ovo?,; win, 
!'o:.• :'.'.t -..rc.c juct statr:,l in v .. 5 th.a.t "the derl:n~s ~ d1cl not 
aco8j, t, RS.111 . But juot na th l)hysical, c reated aun shines 
upon tho evil and upon t ?..o good , oo C,'h1•ist, t ho t1"ue Li_::jit, 
t h o Sun ox· Ri~ht,~ousnoso 11 aondo tho l"ayo of iiic lovo and 
'tlt}l'CY 1;0 all rJ ,.n ~,1th t h e ob joct of r ench~.11g e.ll m.o:i. 
~,nc:t over.; po::-aon 1110 :ts s aved, wao accepts t he blcss!.D{;s 
oi' t he l'0<l-.m1.ption of t"!'i:l?-::.ot, cloC\::: s o bc c ll1.1sc tho l icbt 
ane the po-;.-:e1• oa-ie i'ro:n Cin.·_:~:i': and His .. 1ork of :.:-odemption . 
/\ s i'o:x• t'ne ot ':l.e:r3 , l •>ho a1-■c J.oat, it should bn kept i.."'l 
!.111uu. i..hu.t tho lit:}'•t shone als o u:9011 t hc:.::i ., tila.t aa.lvst1on 
ue..fl a l :.1 onrnr,d a!ld !11tendoc.'l for 'thf1.vtt, 'hc.t thct tlley z,ro
.fer:r.·od t hoi t• da rknoas · t o llio 11S} t . 22 

J . H. bernnrd doss n.ot explicitly spell out t:1.e uatu"e 

or t he Ul.Ulllinr.tl.on or t..rt{fu. n owevcr, he ckec stress tbo 

~a ct that it iD a univ l'"sal illm1lina.t on. : e sa.:;s, 

That tho Se1--vant of Yaln·rr.b. ,·JOt't.1 (1 .... e a 111.:.gh& to t :.e Gen
ti:!.oa n ao :Jell as to -r:;h.c ;;,: .if:l ,m~ t~hc !' O!."' cc.~t 'f: .Ccm.toro
I s a iah (!~2: 6 . li9 :o) : 'llt1t t h,.1.u po.nsa r:;e ougsoot s e. largrr 
hope , ::'or thl.': Cor-1. -:'l(l; Ligi1.t wo.a :~o Pn:t.!. ·; •• -t~i, r>v~ '1!.e.n. 
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It wo.s ti>1N &?•Ol\t cor1ct;tp tiou \..'IJOl.l uh1c~ tho 0111•1;~ "'uak-
ei-a 1'1.XGd, 'lll•ging tl~t to evnry man suffici.ont light was 
oi'fered; c.\ ~

3
oone 0£ them called t:.do ~aizuuize ntbo l:\.!Ok-

er i o Taxt. 0 2 

Al'tbou5h £0:..~.1.1.ard stl'"essos the ,:1nivo::•scJ. illu::11inntlon, ho l.im-

1t o 7B(/i ~lnl' t o thoae w'tlo U.ved af•~cx- t ~.o c dvo:it 0 1" 

Obr i ot. !ie writos , "it apoaka on1y oi' the univor•s~l enlii;llt

enmoi1t wl c..'1-) uns s hed upon .?.llil1<:ind a.f~i.t>l .. t ho Ad.ven t •.li' Ch.l"iet. n2!, 

Jol1 \ Chl'.'jSOG t o. • hold:3 tho.t t "i .o Cl-ll iglJ.tC!"l:!.n:; oi' ~/ 

a u o~e1'lltio,1 uhic h i,-·1.-parte ~ho blecsinco oi' s a1vlt1on anc! 

oo j cctiaA thet ali 

tlV OJ. '9 J:10.n 

a.o fa::.1 a,3 i11. hl.'t'!i l;tec . ~t li' aomo, wili'ul.1:; elosin[: 
"t;~1 oyc s o.r t i: l il~ ii~nt:, 1-;oul~. nc. t l"Gc~i·,1e tlu-: 1•nys c;f 
t i\at T.ight, t,1oir da.rknoss ar1.s os not .frcr-1 '.;he .Aat ure 
of' i,~ e.:, Lie;ht, but f'x•oi-·· thei:t• (IW'n wickcdue.03, •.,ii!u i.til
!',u1y ~upl"l v 0 themso1vos or t ho gii't . For t l.o grace is 
a:.csu i"oz•th 'l!pO!l all, tui•.:lini; ltaeli' b<:!.c Jr ue~thcr i":!:"O:"t 
Jew., nor- Greek ~ nor &u,Lar1an, ?10:i:~ S cytb.ia::i., no?- i'ree, 
nor 'bo!icl , ?.te>l"' r11a l e, no:!' !'eruo.le ., 'lOl· o:'..c"l , 1101• yol.'.lll6, but 
e.dmitti~lS ell aliko , an<.i 1. v _ti1113 uit 'h nn 8CJ\"!.a1 rogal"d. 
,\..ul t!.J.os := ,ho ai• ... ?tot w:i.1:tlng 'to onjoy thi s 0 i::.'t, oc.ght 
i n justico to impute th:ari r bli!1dnos.s to ·t he>rtSt~lvos ; for 
ii' uLe~'l the go.t~ :ta opo!1nd t o aJ..l, o.nc! there :.a .non:; to 
i.lir!dei ... LUlY belng Wilfully ev~tl l'OU:l~~ wi thout , i;hcy 
l')O:t:iwt.. ~1-:.r•o~~h :"lono otl cl' :, b"Ut• oul y t:~ot:!;h ti.1a~1.- owl'l 
l·T:!.c!..;:ec!!.l.CSB . 5 

2.3J. H. Eer!12rd, Critical c.nd P~e~~etica.l Cam,·,e.i."'lto.~ on. 
_ _..._._.... ____ . ------ -- ->;:-- ---- -t-

tbe, GOS'JOl Acoor-dillR to ~t . ,lo;m, i ,l t., ... e I~IJ SCI-.ic~, .J Ji \J 

"6'j"'"'A • il . i-~e Uoi l e (ifaw Yorlu Charlos Sc.1--1~1--ts Sons , 1929 J , 
I , 12. 

2ii I i>:!.cl • -
2!5.-;obn Cbr-j002tcm, 11I•·J.ghth .it.li.!. ly Ol"l ;;ho o:nc7;l .! St. 

J ohn, " L1braa _-2£_ the Fath.era, transJ.atod by O. ef. St,u~a.rt 
( Oxford: Job:lllenry Parker, l E>l;.<?) , pp. 68-9. 



v i, ' r nf; ~; ,z=.t Clu":,sootol:1 BO{..s ::.-:1 tlLu clcu~~ , a: fw-r/rr, 
7UU1il,._ :Ji.~'111;. u univc-:r·or.JJ r• .. 'I! 'i.lh::.c . :ts h.-n - i.•ei: ~1•ictJ..ve as 

ttr'.l. ,t;h. i G ~tox.•e in the intent or will or Ch r ist t h an in its 

r, ... . 

tC.&.Ol"ll a.1'0 ' l.O' 

m.•o il"I .!lt.d ,.Jt' .:.~1 ':;he pill" :lO 7§111,S ~v9-tu,1m1 . =-~n .ill suya t lUlt 

t ~1.e e11llgi:.t (l! 0 t)6 :ls 1:1 .!'(>:'C l) n.~ .u Olu·l.:.. ot. 2 ~ ::'i-·st u1>)~~-.:•a:~co 
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i ::entii .. G c.:£ .: 1ich t i.1r. to:~t s penks ~nJ t.1, f'nct tt.c.t 3ll arc 

not Qi:.1:i..r;llta l'!t;d.. l.io l.od.:e to ' ·no t c~1cl# o::: ~;:~, V1'%'l>, d)uJt/(c,, 

tc ~o~v the cl~f!c~~t~ - T~~ ~r csc.t t0-~oo ·ooo not
1

: a7 th&t 

:t.r Jc.hn u oult: 

~ t hc-u thc::-o ucu.ld '?lo 

o y•anl. d ~ .f ! 'i cult:, • ::.n 

'10 !.:::ulf :c.i 0 6,• QUf !:':i."doll u c.!.lto ., o:..'1,< .. tch:tc f'~G v t;. il ~ ~u.s
Ct ?.•ablo:.1do L1cll.t bei u e:ttem n!.eht jcdv:1. !!er,soi:J.c.."'l. une. 
~-"•t ~(\ :mcl!. :~t-=-r r:o.:.. t d.co .·, n_ch1. e.l!:.. c:.'";!'c..:.~1-.·~. .;k.r-.:.m 
hciszt es o:c.eh uodor ~Jif'<rt. noch ~~• oo:.\dcrn f'!!Tl.tc, ~ o..1t~p:rochcn d r1~-- !:'ra.c:1. r ~---
C. l'!". ilodc. a.o::!.do th.,., t !f/!µ'(s:.L ahc, .'.':..cl b e tei:o:::. n := c~ 

op,a"u~lO~!. •.Jf ::..J.l·.:. 1:i.1~:it~-.01-i :il::.cl ~.1,1:ns.:.."ts 'ti c~t o S!IO!!t;:.c.l hu-

" • • 



'.:':l n·a;ioi-1 t:-,=- o~ "'1cn!'=inil ~ .. • c.rc: .·.ot ouicc o!' the _prcs
m'lce f)'J": t he 1 1!;:bt ( thny do 11ot l'i ao £:.•o; • cent .i,ln ~ 1 0 11 
<1f :,'her .'). rn t c, :."<:c "C:. : •. io•... ~ r tho!:;., a1"chct-:n, f: ) , l:."l.'.t 
t hos a who " rocoivo11 tho 1,_ght, the "o..""ll1T".ht m1eJ.11 ninor
:lt:, .. , •!'\vi:- tl~c--.. l:noul r- ~e:·=-' of ro,1. ci·ll:!ch 1:!rJ!:••rn th,.:.: so:"s 
0 £ Gou LU'lC sbnraru i n E~s li~e.29 

Jmoul d~e i God ~,hich r11c-d!:O n them s ono 01: Gou. .. 



CHAPTER V 

T1:m1 MEAu1110 OF tl ~ 11 Mn 6,Jr: 

Tb.ore is no universal agree:-ac11t concern1n3 t ho mecning 

ot e<1:, Q,.,/., mnone the commentators consu:Ltecl . Some take 

sYt1Ptrlt1 to ex_>ress the di vinity or the Logos. Cne takes 

g)., a,,.,,/v: to distinguish :d, fiiJs .from t ~1e naturo.l l.!gh t . Othora 

tat:e ;s),tt01vtt1t as a :1 adj octive Hh i cb means tm.t tho nou."1 it 

mod1£ios actually does that which is said of it. 'l'huu i n 

John 1:9 c&h'IIL"~"' moans t h nt t ho lis ~t c.otuo.11y loes onlighton 

ovary 1~ n.."'l . s~i,ill others ta3-·o o0.H O,,o',1 i 11. t h e seruio ct aenu!no 

as opr,on cl t o t i'ls.t t.fa ich is n ot noce asm"i ly i'also b•·t inl!;)er

toct. Fi 11.~l ly, a.o.-no take ~~l!JQ,v~~ to 1.a.aa."'1 that Uhicll 1s true 
I 

BB op ">03ctl t o t st \-lh.ich i ~ i'also . 

lt~ 1.. John Chrysostom M" S, vo'v design.a "o a Cl'1Fiet eta t ho 

true God. Ee writos, 11 \-lh ere not-r arc t hos e: ·.-,h o deny t het l e 

is true God? .ror h01"e llo i:s c s lled t ho true Light • . . . 
'.i'heophyl:.icttts .:als o tnlccu1 oS.A!1 A111Jv as an adjoctiv o used by 

John to show t uat Oh.:•ist i s God . To Ari· ~ h o.ddl'esoos the 

follor,d.:11g; ~ /fJl{L ~, .2 !JR(t.16 vAs, a~ li,fu111 «};nB,v~v 

~~'>.,~ID ~,otp XL'~ .6. ..[tJ1}J'1)ur71r cl p,ira 

1Jobn Ohr:,aostom., " B1r-J1t h Uor.111-y on tho Gos pel of St . 
Jobn, 11 L1b~£n" or the Fathers, tro.."lalo.ted by G. T. Stupart 
( ux1·orc..: 3o Ei°nry Par~er, 161~8 ), p . 68 . 
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&l,, Qutee2"2 

i_.artin Luther is t rio one commontator wh o s oc s 1.'1 oU H fuel" 
a purposeful intent on John tho Apostlo • a po.rt to d1stl ngu1ah 

"ta. /ui's 1'1•om. nature• a l1£ l t. Ho writes, 

Dos 1s aber wundor11ch , desz er sagt, es erleucht o a l lo 
i-~ansch£>n , d ie do. komrnen in dios e ·1elt. Soll es gosagt 
so:lu von dem nnttlrliohc.,n Licht, so streitet dawider, 
das~ er spr1cht, cs ae1 dns wabre L1cht.3 

Otll I' cor.m1entators f oel t h a t becauco t h o l l 1!;ht 1 o said 

to enlii~,~t:on all nien, i t 1s call ed oc),'1,luwf.,. 'l' . Zahn argues 

t ho.t C.'bl.•ist l-rould not be the true L1Gh t , the I,i ght in the 

full so:rne ot t h o · 1or d , t h o I.i ght wi t b ou t equa l , if lle wot.ld 

n ot be £or all n an s.nd .finall y roach all men with His opera

tiou . 11:·1011 ui oo do:r• Fa l J. 1 s t ,. 1s t or -dJ. ~ a ~A 11~11,o'11, "4 

he c oncludou . R. c. n. Lon.ski e lao ::idop ts t~-i s sa.~o v i o:1 • 

. He asser t s , 

'l.ho r ol at h ·" c lause , 11trbich lir;l t oth ev e r y f.lan," conveys 
mor e t hall an a c tivJ.ty native to 11 tlle light" ; it f't.rnishes 
t ho ovidonce f or this being "the genu.1.n o 1:1.g h t . ". • • 

2 'l'beor,h:,le.c tus , "Enarrat1o in Evancelium Joannis, 11 

Patrolof1ao : Patrum Gr a.ecorw,,1, edi ted by J. P~ ?'11gne ( Paris: 
n. p., 864), CXXI II , col. lJ.49. 

3z.1art11'1 Luther, Q!U! J ohanneD-1:vangolium ~ Auanabme 
der l'ass 1onsterte , i n ~ - Mal't:L, L~tho1's Ev ant3e l len- Ausi6mm.r; , 
edi ted by I:'r-Ai n MUl haupt (Goettinsen: Voncie~lhooclt and Ruprecht, 
19.$4), I V, 32. 

4 Theodc.r Zahn, Das Evanr-;elit:.r.1 ~ ·oh:1£1t1os , in tbo ~ 
mentar zum ?Jeuen Testiiii'ei1t ( First and nccond edition; Le lp
&1g: A. De1chert I sells Verl.ag sbucbhtmdl1..n8 ?lacbi'., 190E. ), IV, 
67. 

. .... . 
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11h10 litJht is genuine because lt i s universal ; eV'lr'J mq, 
Qll r,um, a.re wholly dependent on tbiu ono divine light.!) 

Lenski exoressoa in cmot b.er way tbe tact that t h e light 

is eenui~c: because it does enl1e;l".ton every mo.n, when h e states, 

"The adjoctive «J Hlbtat' meo.ns real, genui ne , t be roal1 t y cor

rospo:iding to t h o idea, vorus, and is t ~ us disting\ii ul1od .from 

~\u9-fi• true, ;iJ1nd and word, word and dee d agz•oei ng with each 

ot&,c1•, vcrax.116 A. Tholuck lillso f"eels t h a t osl11.0,,,,,, denot•s 

ths.t Which corresponds to i t s idel\. Wh en John use s o<A M~iv/4 

llo :i.a sa.yi:,g, accordi ng to Tholuck , t hat 11 1n r el ation t.o the 

hum11n aoul, Cb.riot i s , :f.n the stri c test s en se , t h a t llbich 

ligllt is to r,1an; t h eref ore i llm11i n inr.;, i.'.ir i gb.ten1nr:, enliven-

1 ... r. n7 '-•p • 

ing ·i;bat 'f-holuck doos . He stat e s i n his C0.f,'!l'G6nt a ry on John• s 

Gospel that ~,.,,4,.,ty n~eane t hat t he Li .. ,h .t .is " the ~, genu-

~, mrch ot ypo.l Light uh ... oh 0011 1"esp ondc to l:h!, ~ lh!! 

~ oi.' t h e l ig .t r ealized. nS 

SR. C. H. L"nski , ~ Jntorpretati on £f. St. J'o~--i•s Gos 
( Columbus, Ohio: I ,u t be1's n .Book Co11cern., l.942 ) , p . '.Sr.-

6Ibid. 

7A. Th.olu ck , A CamttJentarx on t 1!0 Gosp el of St . Jol".ll, 
trans1e.ted from tho Gen,1an by J\:-r.aui'man ( Pourtne dit:i.on ; 

Boston : Per kin s ond Marvin , 1836), p. 70 

8:a. A. ~. Meyer, Oritic1>..J. en:i ~egctical Hn11dboolc to the 
Goepel .:!.l_ John, in the Or1t i ccl a..~d FXe5etioal Carunentaey~on 
the Rew 'J'esta:nent, od1tod by li'1-edorick Cro!~:b .. c , t rm sletea 
?ran t he Germen by Wil liam Urwick ( Edinburgh: '.t' and rr Olar !-; , 
l~P.J), I, 79. 
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Othc::r• cc;.p.1u::entator s s ee 1n cAA 4 0,,rl~ p 1'li.'"'101•il y an ~ haaia 

on 011 exclusivcmesa of' om~:l.st whi cb ik>,.s not mean t hat lLe is 

tho Ollly Light 1,1it t he il1lpl ication thC'. : all. other l iehts a r e 

false, but that fe 1a t h ~ t r uo Li cht ~~lil e othor o ere l ia}lta 

only 111 an bitperi'ect or der i v ed s euso. John OaJ.vin .tall s in

to t h 1s groul' o'£ conmontator s. IIc pla ces special emphas is on 

the !'act tha.t Ohl'iat 1s not a de1~1ve cl L1"l1.t, but that xle s hines 

of' e.:.1tl b1r IH.m.s olr. lio says, 

~~ie evangelist did n ot int end to contrast the truo lir◄ht 
w1tr.. ~ i'cl se , but to di.atin(Suish Ch1•ia t .from u.15. ot,:<,.r u ,, 
tht1.t nono n1igl1t i magino tho.t uhnt is caJ.lod light bcl.ones 
t o h:t1>i :i.n corni.t1ou wlt h angels t.U.'lcl men. 'l"'ho c.li stinP.tio-:a is , 
til.e.t wha tever i s 1-mniuous in hca.von &'ld in ea1"th borr-ows 
!.t ' .&r>lonclour r rom uome ot,1.e1• obj<' c.t ; bu t Clu-.. trii .t s ~
lit~ s h :l.,'llnt~ .:!'rom itaeu· a.nd -..,-., itsol!", an<l onl.igh ten-
i ? ·· t · .. •J wb.oJ.e wor:r.c. Ly i t s ra<littnco ; s o t hat :io ot he?' 
s ot:i"c • or c,.uae o r s lendcmr i" a:iywb ol'·o to bo i'ouo.d . 
Eo e o.va t 't:.c 11w .10 ur. t~ ~ l..lr:4;.'t.,, t· ere o •o, Lo t · a t 
uh1cb has by nature the 1,atrer o:t· s iv.:..~1g l i ght . 9 

r . :s:. 7u:• tznu1.'!'m also -;>lacos 1:n: cb empho.si o on t :10 1ndo-

llo pem.lon,t Z'C:.<l:,.o.nce o i ' t h o f iii that osJ '1 /)1vJv ciu,,.ract ori~C:lS . 

doeo not tZ.link or ~ 41 ~wiV' .ns separ atint!: Christ i'r om those 

teaci u.•2:-s t:h<, mo.y be outside tho 'PC.le o.f Oi:i.r1ntian1ty but i'rom 

thOOi:• who wi tness concerni'!1e; .Oln•:!.at . :ii.o urites , 

Jolu'l t he p'liist wau Dot t l o Ligll:t. ac1d he l"oj octeu the 
s uggesti on tllo.t h e uas t he Cl.'l1•int . Vv. 19 .20 . It is 
t :?'l..e that. Jesus himac:lt' cnll s J ohn a rn.u -n:l.ig m d n sh in-

9 Jol:.m CslvL"'l , CouQ\ler1·ta?~f on t h ~ Ot s ?al Aceo~cJ.i~•1 !,2 
John, t .rnnslat'3d :!."1 .. on1 t ,,o Lo.-~!i'l by ~i;tll im;1. Pr:.:.n .1 .. (}rand 
Rapids, I>H.ch . : \·I . B. Eorchna.n 1 ~ Ptbl. · sil.:.!lS Compsny ., 1949 ), 
I. 37. 
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i :ne 111,;bt, cb.o.p . !.i.3S, uut he wo.a not tlle tztUo L:te,."'lt, 
t ho Source a:1d 0 1ver or l ight . (ifotc : l ·cb."los. not lhooa.) 
Tlutt h onor bolo;1g0 to Christ alone, i'or Ile oni:, is ,,e 
tl'Uo ligl1t, llo only i n on i ndemc,:.~dent , sel ~-su1'£1c1ent 
Triifit~s.;:!.vinG body, while: a11 thoso who \dt neas con cern
i ng lH.111 whr,thor hearors or p reo.ch ero , d.crlvo t h o ! r 11ght 
f'l~om Chri 3t.lO . 

• .:.. Olah o.us en ex;,ros::sos t he am-a(!) v !0·1-1 aa 1.retZi ..cmi, a. Ii ';.a 

view i n c onta i ned L"l tha 1'ol1m·d.ng excorpt from b1c com:-:Jental'Y': 

The e.: i thot 0A,ti9'vf .• t rue , c ontrasta ~h o Losos , as t ho 
origi n a l Li e~1t , ,11 ·h the ot h er derivod 11chts ( Jaroe a !. . 17). 
Jol.:n i'roquently u soa t b.e t el'l1l ( i v. 23, vi . 32 , xv .1 ) to 
eXJ>rosa til s entiment t hat t ho earthJ.y \'lf.\B only t he in
t :in ation 01' t ho i'onner. Hen c e i t stc.11: s i n antithesi s 
not t o tho Cnl~o, i'o1" the .:-;a.pt:tat 11n:.1 no ral~o l :t!'}l,l~ but 
on.1.y t o t b o ril'.ative , t h o dor i vcd.lJ. 

' . 
J! l thou5b c. Ii . Dodd 'beJ.ievoo t he.t ~ 10.,rJ., chax-acterizc s 

t bf] i:nu JH~!1dout 'b:r:tJ.lienc a 01· tl fii,J-• ho £eels t i.lat it s spa

ratoo Cl1ris t not fr::11._ ltis .ri t n,:1sac:J but frcr.e all cmgo1.,i cal 

lighte . ne c or1tG.nd a t hat 0,A .14 liJvJv in Jolu1. l:9 :J.a equ i v a.lont 

to Pldlt>'S ~ r,ttuil[AV• lle ur:!.tcs, "both aro spea.~:iug 

or t.10 c t er1111l i dea o i ' 1 :i.f!h't , or ~-,h1ch a l l cmpe1 .. i ca1 l ig,_t:, 

arc tra.ns i,;,nt cop i es . ttl2 

Tb.c i dt~a of rJ411.IJ11(6!, a.s d oo1g.'1at ing t &-10 light ns the 

l Op. !:.. ir.rot zmonn, 'ale Go::snel o f tl,e ne l ovee !)is c t1Jl e 
(Ull..)ubl isllcd expoa i t i on ~the Gospei o.t· s·~ • John; Concord:'i.n 
Semil".&r-y, ~-H~. I ouis, n . d . ) , p . 19 . 

llne~uan Olehauscn, BibJ.i eo.l Cora.-ucnt1:\X,: ,2!!. .Eh!. ~ ~
tament. 1n Clark 's Fo1•oi~ Theol!ical Librer:, {Fir:Jt Ameri
can edltl on; :now York: Sel d on, -R..l.te.1110.n a·td Co. , l c57 ) , ! I , 
.316. 
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P&J'.!'ect IJ .. sht -:1i t h t he 1n.911cet1on t bat oth,~rs are biperteot 

copiesj i c al.so vo"!,y cloarly exppeast:d by J . u . Bernard. lie 

Wl'it (:D "&:;hat~ F.H *Aff 6:1rlt io noli t o be int<;rproted as 

the t ruo Li gh t e s t llour,tb. impl ying that othor ligM;::, aro m1a

leadin5 .13 lie goe o on, 

~14 {;ups :l.9 d1etin6U,1Sh ed f'r o.:n "'~as t he G~nt..i ru.: 
or,1 t ao tI"Uo. Tho 01> :,os i t e o:r ' 1a not. nect:is-

S C!il?ily i'a~ but it i s iwpcr.t'e ct , s owy, or unuub-
stantisl . " i be ~0,l.$ .ful:l'11J.s the promise ot bis 11uo, 
but t h ~!1:&vJ.s ho wider :promise or his name. ,.,'hat:. 
ever- t h a name In1parts, t nken i n l t s td.ghc.et, doepeat , 
tficles t s en s e , what ever ac cor tii ne t o 'tb&t he OUf".,bt to be, 
ti:u.lt h ~ .i.s to thE'• ful l 11 ( '!Tench, SJno~ p ot N: T. ) . 
·.t'hm•l d~ P:,vf he1•e 1s ff. g.."l1f'1oant . Chr i st is not "the 
t1•u u, !fu7 on<lf l i ght , " but rathc_r '' the porf<:Jct LiS}lt," 
i n W1'los e r a . s n co all other 1101.to s eem dlro., t ho Sun 
or11ong t lle s t ars 1hich cat ch t heir l tght .from m.1;:: .JJI. 

.:i, \ I 
F. Goclut , t oo, t akes Oll\1t,~,vov t o do!l1snate thr p c-:ri'ect 

in O;.>poai t i on t o II all J.i~ht of a n :7.nf'c1•i.01 .. Ordal". 11 liis ccr1.1--

1·a,.mt i:: t h . .fol l ouin a : 

The wo1•d 8.r, !1 o,,uu, t ruo , ap ,>ee.rs here tor t :i& .firs t 
tima . It .LS one o ' t he charactar5.3tic t erms o:r Jc;:mts 
style . 01' twenty-oi ght p aaeag6B i n Which lt oc curs i n 
the i!ew 'l'ost m!lent , t wen ty-throe belo:ig to Jobn; nino !n 
hie Gos.:,el, i"o u1" 111 his First Ep!atl e , t en i n tile Apo~a-
1,-ps e ( Hilligm1.) . It i s e.J.so used 1!'!. t he claasice . I t 
denot es t ho .foot ns t lle r.uieciuate r e alization oi' the itl -a. 
I t t herei'ore contrQs ts , not t ho t 1"1.10 ~Jith t he false , but 
t h Q n ormal ap? ec ~anee w! th t h e imperfect rea~iz~tion~ 
Oonsequont l y t be l ight oi' ,.,n:.,.ch John s;ica.Ks _11 l;hcreoy 

l3J . H . Bernard, C1'"~.t i cal ~~ l!t(apet~~~l c~:nte&!t ~ 
the Gospe l Acco.?'dini t o St . J oun, :s.n t :.-i~ !9C ~e-!~"l; 1929) , W-A. I:i . Mc 1Te1le n ow York : """clii:i.,le B s ci~:!.b~,er ~ .;, , 
I, 11. 

l4Ibld. -
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cbaractorized as eaeontial 11;,;l.t , 1n c,p,1ioai t i on to all 
11~,ht or m1 1n1'er1or oiidir .15 

A. Pl 1.llm'l!or tllso socs ciAH Q,vo,s as o. \•1ord ~ i l ch doos not 

imply t he op ::ios t te of falsehood bub t ilo opposit e of non-5en

uinone::u1. or illlpel"foct1on. lle useo t he old ~1Eh nvery11 

t o oxprosa \-f. a t ho feola t h e . oani!lf 011 til ,,,,D,ver should be . 

llo Wl'iteo, 

Tllo word 1'or "truo" ( f!let b.:1.nos) 1a r e¥1.1t.rkabl c : i t 1:1erm:s 
ti~e o.a opp osod to "spurious " not t 1"UO ns O!l;>osed t o 
11 l y ing . " I t 1c in f a.ct t ho old Bngl i ah "vel'y' , " ag. 11vor
Y God or vei-7 God." mu.•! r.t than i s tile true, t he genuine , 
t h e p erfect Li~h.t , just as lie i s "tho p or!'oct J3I'ead11 

( v :t . ,32 ) and 11t ho per.foe~ Vi11G11 (xv . 1) : not t hnt lle is 
t ile oii.'lly Lit:~l t , and Bread, and Vb1e, but t hat b O i s in 
l'"ouli t y ,J'hnt all others aro in i'if;W.'O and i.'lperr ectly.16 

U. 1:onch"ikson e.nd c. K. fiarrett nx-e otho1• cOOlr.lentator c 

who n o te t his peculiar rne 1.,nine of ~~1tA,v/( as s:enuh 10 rather 

t hen truo e s 0p!>Osec1 t o false . Hond1•i ks on comrrlt.nts, · 

Ohl.•i st l~ here culled t he t ruo l i~t •••• • be word 
tfhic'h h a.s been tPanol at,,d t rue 1s711a ,11l,s, which means 
r eal, 1doal , gonui no. T'ao :·:ord i s c.bo perfect l!l-'5ht in 
wh ose rndi anoo all otn,u• llf!i:lt D s oo_:.-: din. 17 

Barret t co :,~ent s , 



so 
i 'bo J3e.pt 1st mi ght be sup:3oaed t o c o a 11s · ,t ( t nderled, 
111 a s e~se be wns a 11f;b.t , .S. 35 ) , but he vas not Ir!. 
q,\4Q,v.6v tils.., t he Hord. ~rtiat 10,. ~" (hr4s means real," 
'genu111orr-""aut hont 1c 11 ; ••• • i o ,, 

Another posi t i on tllnt conmento.tora t ek~ uitll r ogard to 

th~ mer:rn:tn3 and s i gnific o.nca 01· ri4K {ht4Y ia shown by t!le views 

of • ililtman.ri a nd D. ,\. Sobl a t t E>r. li'or t .1cm "py fl b,vll! M0 8llf. 

true as 0.Pl>Osod to f's.l ee. 8'.lt ma nn stutos t hat &l. lt H,v/,I 

stands opposit e prot cmd ad xaevel rd.;io:.11 (vome1ntlichor Ot1'en

bcrung) 011d l">r e tondi ns r evanlers (vor 3e ~l l che11 Of f'enba2.•e~ i . 

'!hi::: s 0Gn1s t o :llnply t t tllo p r etend .. d revol otio:i ia i'nlse 

toge thor ,-:i t h 'tho pr ot cndi na rcvoa1ers. I n the cont ext where 
.. 

he discussQs tllis word ~ul t maun call s Ch:1.5t t h o only Rovoal-

er. 1l.'h i 1~ in:,J,:es -rll_ F_ veey exclu oi ve a..1<1 woul <l !'urthe1• sea:1 

to sh ow tha:t B.ilmian.11 'bel 1evea t hat M '1 Q,vo, dozu.g.1a.tos OlU"l St 

118 t he on1y Light Wi t ll t, 0 iraplicat!O!'l t ho.t nll otb ·:t• l izh(iS 

m:•e i'ala e •19 

Seh l.attar., too , believes t luit 0(\41QJvJv bc.s t he n en."ling 

or 11tru.o': in opr>osi tion to t !-,.at 'Hb i ch i s false r atbGr than 

to t ba t wh i ch. is u on- s cnui?lc o:r impP.rfoct . . io s ayu , ",x).11l}u1J11 

nonr!t ouch J . de.o • was w11~1ci.i ch. end och t ist iiu Go5ensntz 

l Oo. r; . &rrott, The Gospel ,.\ coordlut4. ~ fill. ~ 
(London: s . P·. c. i~. , 19$5 ), p . 134. 

19 nudolph EUl tr.iann, Ono Evmv1.elimn uos Jo'h:-'!1mos_~ ~ t h 8 

ltrit!sch-- o:tea ctiacher Ka~11ente:r tfbe1• clo.s J •ue :.i.~
s t a:"~ .t, en

Begr. v on a. A • t..f. 1-ie1,·0l' { Tuei?t1-1.cic[l"t :ton ; (;c,et t :t.ne;cn. Vand 
hoeclc and Rupztocht , J.9.$6 ), II , 32. 
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.,_ tJ:lllge11den Schei n unrt vorget luacht en T1tol. • • • 

!ft1e .false l ights tm t Sohlattel' primarily i\O.D i n mind which 

U'e oppooed to "fi. fllils :z:a ~ lfA,u(tl are tl1e Jovieh and GN ek 

teachers i.zh.o u1sh to ntta n to t he knoul edGO ot God with the 

Law. Ile says, 

W'01m Joil. von der11. in Jesus gegonwllrtl:on Li cl1t eagt, es 
oei ocht a:a.d wi1"kaam. erl ouchtend, hilt er vermu.tl ibh nicht 
u111• mi don 'J.'l!ui'ex• gedec ,1t, <lessen Ho~t frui'lkel gel1obon 
'\'rbe, 'ilJ!tt e 11:w ntcllt Jeouo dio T,•1~1'Ull"UnG Bebracht. Ea 
Ba D 11och zahli,o:tchc a.."ldGI•a Heist or, clio s ich o.la Flllu•or 
zu Go"i;t a."lboten. D03egen enthlilt dns &l,., fttlt< schwer l icb. 
e:tne Ab s c.go nn daa C-e2otz; dann dJ.osos !.'\On1tc Joh . Oottes 
Ga1)e., n.1cht e:l.n n ·r scheinbai"e3, wicch'c;ea Licht. Aber 
all Heister d e1• Schu:Le , ab sie jlid:.i.sh oder griech1och, 
phm'-:lol\S.scl- od a1• gnost1sch daclltea, cli c si ch 111it dem 
Oesotz. dlo Erlte?.m t r.1s (.lottos boroiten wol lten, aind mit 
u.ioocv.ri Satz abgo1ehnt . 21 

200 . 1~ , Sohlat t or, Der L'vapsellst. Joho.'lllea: r:ic.. !!E sp1~1obt , 
4enkt • w.1.d ""'l aubt ( Stutt ga:t't : Oalnez- Vereinebuchband':tu:-ie, 
l.930), ~ 

21Ib1d. 



CHAP1"ER VI 
I • • I 

\ I 
~ ICfxffd 1 c not clcnl t ,1.1. th at 10?11rl:ih by .~any or t l o 

camn10nt :1tors con s llltod . T.,e onoa <ii:10 clo .i.'.. sea.so t he --1oe..1:tng 

o_ t .·e ~e::."m. VEJ."J!'Y in t hoir int or.p1•otat1on. For ?-lezotln Luthc?

i t n""·no tho cphore o:r t!m l ivi nt; .in contraat to t · 10 sphere 

o1' tho doad, t h clm."'111ecl :u d tho devi ls . ~rnen b.o discus3os 

t h e :-:e c.n:i.:r..t5 of (iW1fr« (~1::at ki ;.i.d o1' Ol~ 01:> orat ~on f ui11fu i o), 

h o ha ::; t i i c :~~oa :::.L~ B 01' Jjx K'p9sp' i?.1 mir~d • . / .3 note t.1 in Chap

t a r :;,OUl" 1-:.i .:: nre ·. nt £or takil\6 the ~ :> Ol"a.t i on o~ d4/1ffu, as 
I 

on o 1li£hl.ioni :?'I ... oC s r n.cc ratb.8:!' t hen 11C1t.aon ! s lib.lt t he Light 

Oi'll ight.ons ,;,v c1•y mon cor.d.ng ~ ~ ,-101~1 d . I£ t h e en1isht

&l ;i""?lt u ot.~1d · . on o 0 £ roo.0O11, t h.on J oh!J u oul d ._ot ha.vo bec:i 

nl>l ·t o r e st;r i ct tl!o l i ehtins o!.' t ua F to t h is wo1•ld be

cau:io t h o devils, tile dC'Jtlll.od, and t h e. dead a.loo i1avc; roe.son, 

even. to n gr-eater clegrao t 'i1a.n ~ oplc on Ei&rth. But John S(11.y :,, 

Lu lll1or ra::i...rlto, thc.t t ~io Li (:ht enl.ip;\ltons every man cor.ii ng 

~ ~ u or l d thor ei:>y u: ouing thc.:li :tt o a.n 01ll::.autC?1in·; .oi' 

grace u!l~.ch c e.n ope1•a.tc only i n this li.fo . 1 I u 'b~::: t'.E.;o 01' 

11worlcl" 1.11. t ho ~ :•ocec o of bi!'l fll'gt:a.Jo:lt n t i on :. t i:.1 o•.rido:lt 

t liot Luth az- t h i nks o_· it aG i;ho S!1h or o o;.' t . e 1:.. "' .:.n,:, in con

traa t t o t h o sph oro o.: t i,e clea.d., t !:.a claiuuoc! , e.:.,d t 110 d t,v . ls • 
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l•'ol" I'.. . P1 umr.:or TRJ_ K494-,t r.oG:m tho "oarth.. n · lie oEtera 

no Pl"oo.f~ nor uoo3 h e c i t o a.ny !H\ro.llcl ,aoaa{{Os 111 sup:,Ol't 

of hin v1ew.2 

'.f•t-10 othor com.rnenta t ors . P. E .. i'Cretmn:l.vm and u. F. Howard, 
~ . 

feo2. t h a t,:~V ~ h ara o:tgnit'i .;;"\D loot 1•~.flZ\.kind. l~ .. etzma.,m t s 

aapha.sie i n on t · .o los tn.oso uh1le llcn-sord stressos the uef:1m1t 

Ol'l:'0Gru1oe of' loflt ma:.'1ld.ud. i\l,c'i.zr.im1:"'l t akes1'.t, 'jelf+'v4r aa 

a p ol'i phr nsti c i!il,POI".fec t a.:.,cl by it ~iOC.ltl tUldG11ztm1,:i tllo ,cn

t e1•1n~ of• Chri ot 01.1 Ilia publi.c nlin!ctry. i.3eca.us..- of t,· •• 1a h~ 

bel1ov ~-:o t i - t rl{ L(lvr:pw has a ap ccial connota~ion nioc.ninG 

not r.ie.r·c lJ t he ,a.\mdc.no wo1•l d but t b.a uorld 0£ sin!l!l , 1oat , 

o.nd oondCJ ... med 1ue.nk1nd. 3 !le f'urtl: .. ar st'!:,cte.ntiatoa t he .:rnct 

t hat 

t i vc 

\ I 1iul. JU.9'~ has t i i1s s,.gnific eZJco by sl:.01J'.i.:."'l.S tho r ola-

cla~a t o bo t ho pm"'l')oac tor ,:h:i.c Chr~ot e~-.i.> , t o uh.1no 

upon 6Vory r,mn. ~:e says, 

'l-il.at .1.!o 1c.s comin ~ t.o Ol" l uto the u u:.9l ci cec:.:.s, t,1c1oi'o::-c , 
t o :i:'Ot':.>!" not 1ucre1y to Ei:i aa,p eorii1{7: i:i.'1 the 1,n,-sicQl., 
! na...~nato world• tbo "mundane sphe~o, 11 but inclt:c.os c.lao 
Ei c c c:ui n t~ to a lrii"u1 and loot ?1?011ki nd. ~his thour.i t is 
det init0ly p i•eoontecl in tl c i .. alntivo clause, uhieh ate.tea 
t h e ob ·i,::c~ o'£ HcGol~ll • s c0Jei ~1r. : ullich sh:;.n,.:J unon ev~;ry l.!.'" .:> . - -
!!!n• ! 

- -------
2A. l,)lumntCl' , ~ 00S"'l01 .Accordi~1.::a 12, g . John {Cm"lbriclgo; 

t he tr1uve:i .. s:tty i>xaeoa, 19ot), p .. 65 . 

3;? . F. .., Krt:''lizlaam.l, ~ Oo~mel ,2!. ,Eh_~ :.,Clovod Disc:t~~ 
( lJl1publi&ll · ll e?.:- osi·G ion 0£ tho Gos cl 01: ~t . "Tohn; ,O'!lCOl"Cl!n 
Semi~LU~~ , st . Louio, n . d.). P • 19. 

4Ibi<l .. -
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llo.1D.J.•d doo~ not oxpl ici tly ao.y u'h=.t :z;m! ~ mecns 1n 

JOl'b"l 1 : ') , bt:t h o !IOOS i n t :,~ woru O.!l i•i; i s 3one1·~ll;7 t.'!.SCd by 

Jo~.n tt':l att:tt udo or r,1nn• s der1auce tOi:lard God. !!here.fore we 

co.n ass no t ha t liownrd i'o'9ls t :la t '11l. ~ hOJl •i3 sign1i"

icn 1. ce 1:.1 John 1 ;9 elso. He lfl"itcs, 

mo st. John .. . . t he w~r lcl i s t·lt:: :-Jass of !'.lenki:ml ~
oill:~od i .. 1. dei'io.nco o_ t he d. v~.no p~Joec . It:; c:htll'ac
i;o,.•~.s t l c i u c 1•cat u :?:>elin os c, -;r::1t i t rai s G~ it:l hend >.11½ 
!.•oc-.;€;;.11.tl.y fl:3a i 1nt t l;g C~e!'.t o::-. 1'1":,. ,ro:-: <.i. uc.s .~a.&c tbrouga 
the; Loc os , yet the WOl"ld kne~-1 l:....r... not. 11Por t:~a c1:tuse 
t il.10 wo:-l d .c"loweth uD not , c ec:e.u&o it i:new hir.! 1ioi; . 11 
( I John i ii . 1 ) I~ i~ 'i.Jlinuef by hat:-e .. t o Christ c... 6 
his .:roJ.louor!:. " I f' t htl ~10:ril d '!l,:!.te 7ou, ye :::110 . tru.t it 
ho:cod . ~e boi'oro it hat~d you . " ( Jcii.1.11 15: l t:) n;.;:,.r\rol not, 
i..z-c ii1" i•.:m 11 1 r t;.-:.e uo1-.1::1 • te th you. 11 ( I Joh."! 3: 13) :!et 
to ~~l\oa e -..-;b.o rojoc t t i·is ·~ti t .lass J~sus c·•n ::1ay~ r:Tl10 ":·1orl d 
c::uu?.ot ho.ta :,ou: but !"tO it hatotb boco.t.:.s e I testify or it, 
t b.Q.t its works are Gvi l.. 11 

( Jobn 7 : 7 ) Jeau s l"ecor.ll!.::os c 
dacp clunvo.gc bct·wee..::1 birasol f ~ td th.:i.s hostile aociet ~. 
nyo m .. o 01" t:Jis .,orlu, I ru;i 11ot o:!" this uorld . " ( :-obl-i' E: 
23)5 

O.i.• .._ t · • 1· d ' • 1• • • .._ "' ~ • • ll'c I -·· -✓ t:U;.· l, l~:J. ·!:~Cll1,,.S. orz; . LlO l.SCUSG v.~:..~ .,a..,· .t, JJJ.!!. ~67"1 

l i st t :.1.~ vn.r1uun :tol:'.n!ngs tt:it i t l1ns out co not v c:itur~ t o 

s ay w-~::c1~ !1;.onn~tn,; sh ould be n a3!g-.:i ,cl. l;o :: t i:."l Joi1n l :9. 

/.m.O'ne!, t~11os!3 wh o t·ol low t ·~is p~oeedi:l .. G :s.re; Eel"!ls.?"G,0 f.c~1.dl•ikso:1, 7 
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C!iAPT!!:R VII 

'lbo ProcedW'e t o b e 1-1ollowed i n >.rl'i v1ng at t his Interpret ati on 

In pi-opooi:i.1$ a ~ int e1'Pi:-e t ot1on t or this paaoago a poai

t1,re a7:-,1'oach wi ll be !'oll o ued. Tho st udy will not oo an at

t empt t o r.;vt•J.uo.t o criti co.ll y a ll o:f' t h o c01mientator s consult&d 

L"lcl r,i ck out '{;ha p osi t 1on or t he c ommentat or who has t he most 

plausi bl ~ vi ew, but on t he basi s or au exeget ical study of the 

paeS3GO i tse l f we shall try to arri ve at our own conclusions . 

!lot all of t h& com:nenta1;ors presentod in t .hc3 prGvicus chapt ers 

Wi l l b e c5J;e d .. CO®nenta t ors !-Jill b e c i tad pl'inoi !)e.ll y if t hey 

ba\ro 11 a e:.:•ic"\.\S ob j e c t i on ub.ic'i'.1 mua t be n et o.B uo eataol ieh 

our view. ·S! nco our approach is oxegeticel , we .sheD. try te 

ar1•iv e a t ou1"- co11clusio1'ls after e consideration of t : c: gren-,ie.t

i oo.l co11e tru.c tion of t ho passag e us i n !!. :a grer.Jtn,:ir m1d consult-

of t he '!)lafulage, .and af'tGr a l e.xi cal nnu conccr ua:ico a tudy oi: 

t he conccpt a,; 

Our s t udy s h al.1. be l inil ted to t he e1; .. a.-i:aai;ical constr1:.etiot1 

or /lfo/'cvp,{ ( dooa i t mod i !')" n ffi1s- 01~ ZliirA o{vfRwlbJL tlnd i f' 

it mod11'ie s -z:b_ ~• i s it to o i:~!:-en o.s a p artlci:pl ,3 O!' wit h 

')Ju. as a pel"iphraat ic 'l}, to !14!-rf>fL 7f~Y.!!I. d~fA{11;fl' (uh~~ k i nd 

of act i v i t y is ma m1t by~ and :is i'i. unive:,i .. sc.'1? ), and 

toa\11~i''eY a.1a 1'49"'J/. '11h.o quontiol~ of: tho s-cbject o-S: 1/,( 
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and t i-.o quest ion of whet her or not i t shou1d be t al!en sop.:. 

rate1y as a copula or pr ed1oa t o which wero treatod as aepa

l'ate problems in Chapter, 'l'Wo will not bo troated independent

ly in t h l9 cbapto1' aince t h ey dop ond. l argely on t he position 

tako~ 

'l'h !'i:t."Ot otep ! 11 O\.t r p r o ccdu!'a will ba t o coll oct the 

paasar,os i n tlie Gospel a cco1•d i 113 t o st. John t hat aro perti

no!tt to J ohn 1:9 IUld i'ron them endoavor to s oo tl.:.o ~-rerninati
> 1\1 I cnl c m s ti"Uc t i on or £i!L¥c vlJII' t 1'..at J olln poooibly ho.d 1 r:. riind. 
I 

J ohu J : 19 ; 6 : ll~; 11:27 ; 12:46; 16 :28 ; :i-0:37 aro the importG?lt 

pacaa~eu ab tlli13 point . I n 3=19 t he c lause t ha t i s or int er 

est t c• uc is Jm_ -zA /1815 fA~ "'@cr: .za ~ K/et9v• Here ~o no

tice t h a t UL~ i s t he s ~bj oct o:;: o. cl:i-u3c uh ioh i s almost 

1dont i c a l to fno 0 11.e in John 1 :9 ., 'JRY,'f.t,11,11 .Llr .:z:h' h'.'~411'.· 
/ 

Th1o t:c•ul ..:,. D•::~'l·l t o i Hdi c.nte that t~/1/11,.r. 11911 d.s .ziK Kdfl"Adl' i n 
7 I I 

1:9 sll~l •.=. bo c o1me ctoc.t with "tt pis.• !To t onl y i s 3 :19 c. good 

parallel becauso o!' t h o cloao r es emblance or t h i s passaae ui th 

1,9, bl.1.t alao becouse t b.oi r corJ.to:cts n:,;•e !)8.l"a l lels . ::n tho 

aa.Je v erse (3:19 ) a~ d 1u t he v o1"oes i'o l louing l : 9 (l :10 , 11 ) 

John sp oaks of •i.~110 re j ect. i on of' t . a One uh o cm,!e i nto t he 

world by t he wo::r--l d a.n~ Hio o~m ( l: 10 ., 1 1 ) a· 1d by >Jon ( 3 : 19 ) • 

'!'bus J:19 , e. r edupl i ca t ion 0'£ t 1E·· tllou,::!lt contont of 1:9, 

1B doubly uorth not!n r; EU3 a p arall.ol. 
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In 6:J.4 occurs t ho clauac , m. 1lnfs ldir ~ !1S@.G 

1Ij'IQf1t'tis .l ~r,s .zlJ. :ta£ f/rp1111. Eere 11ga1n t ho c cmnec

t1on bot•reen Obrist 'tlh o i s bore call od " t bo Pr ophet " a nd the 

clause, ~'}"irw £1,,J. 1al! ~o?=°Y• 1e seen. llo i s tho Ono wbo 

1a ccming i nto t he world . Al so i n 11 :27 whero Martha contoo-

acs, ~ Jtl1{JffivJ(" H.n. d .if. a. ~,ri'ls .i JJ/is.. 7JJi.. &,e .a 
sl.! XU K49'qK ~ f'P1• 1 t is Christ .u~o 1a spol-::E>n o-r a s 

C0%111ng :i.nto tbe wor lu. ::.·hese iiwo pc.ss agco p oint t o tho c on

clu ~i cn t ! e.t ~~ of' 1 :9 s h ocld b-, c onn~cted tfi th '2i ~ 
a. c.. t bnt thero, too, Cb.ri ot be spoken or a s coming int o th.o . 

111 12 :!16 t he1•e o.p..,cars t he sta t ement o~ Chri st, ~~ ~ 

LlJ.. .:tlt lf.6'/'Ay 1.,\~duB-a- !t c.lmoDt sooms as if Jo'im h ad thos e 

wor ds or Chris t in mind a.~ lw wo.s "WX•itine; tho P:raologuo. Jesus 

Ol'i s o -.t to t i.G crowcl :i.n 12:1-1,6 , 11 :r. h e.vu e :-1:.0 a l i ght int o 

John l'E:nlatdbers t hes e \..:01•ds, a . d a.~ b.~ :ls 

wr1 t11-u.:; the 2rol.o0"U , ho r eport s t h at ~-h.e trl.!a Li ght , who onco 

aa1d t o a crow·d t b.Qt Ile ca:ne o.u a l::.3ht :1n.to t he uorl cl, l.·1&3 

cauins i nto i*e i:orl d au tho n:-.p t i at tfas beo.ring uitness to 

~ 1 &\.l,.11 t ::.on tc 12 ~li6 t he•1•e are tuo otb.c?· utternncoo oi: 

Chri st t hat are excel.lent ·pa.1..,al:1.elc ·to J cl't.n J. :9 . Tb.ey ru"'e 

ident i cal t o Ol'lo anotl'lor (~ u.s. :rl,t, JL~v 111 16:28 

and 1e :.37 ) . Al t h Ou("Jl t i.Lese a.r e not 60 :1tri lti11glj" s imj.l ar 

to l.:9 as 12 :46. they nover t · eloas i ndicate ui.:..en t Cll-:.en u !.th 
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12:46 t'hat Ch:r iat 111:od to a;,ol!k or Hims"l.1" oa tho One who 

come i nto t he wo1"l1.\. T!d.o t'aot wou.ld allow cve11 more atronslJ 

that ~,,,.,.'I/Jtl..d.s. J&"('~ of: l:9 should e;o W.t.th"'t:1 ~ 
s111ce 5.t ca.'1 be s a 1'&1:, aasuv.1od t hnt John, ubo wo.s writing a 

Gospel e an.caz-rdnB Jc.•s us Chl'l st., woul c! like to m.ako his ac

co~nt na aharp n p ortrai t as poasibl0 n..~t co would apeak or 
his ~!a s t er i n t h e s ome way :f.n whi ch ·the !•~st ca, sp oke of ilim

aeli"' . 

'ili c a .o p ar:.ill$la nr o r,r oo:r 1.n a poni ti ve 1 ay t hat /ei"tfe-, KOi( 

al .. o l cl b t nJ,cn u.:. t h n fil.s-• Mot 0:10 cf t h os.:s pasoa.5es ;,a.r

o.J.l e l :a t h e p o.asilJ:tlity of' t al:i ng ~o/4"11",I with pu11iTt.1 1-:::. a 

"by 1,1 •·~ 1ll" ,:-e:1dering. 1:.dg 'to8oti1."Jr t-1: th t'ila xact t ~c.t thore 

flX' . i mn.trr ,.c i ont e;-: . :Les to s ~:901 .. t a 1:by r.iom'ls" t::."£1'1Bla.t1on 

r,.::.ko t ~ :- pr opos al or c. P. Um1nrd ve17 un.1.iltcly. 1 

::.;i:.•i.~ l."l!'!O?•c;. , ·the above parall el !Hl388(:0S n1al:c it ~u .. ob

t~ t 1/13/<" v_dft sboul:. 1,c, const1"1.Wd ui ta u-J./Z4 Kvt,wJhJ!• 
! i,; ;101.:J. i. not. :,>l'ecJ.u al together tho poso1 billt~ oi" such 

abl 

but 

a constr u.ct3.on~ !lo1•1c·,1(.llr , eccordi.ng t. • e concorda,::.ce stu y 

wh" ch I me de usitl6 Al!'.i•ocl Sobr.loll~r•s ··m1dkonk0X'danz ~ 

£1echis c··· 'l Heuon ~•cDtonant thel"G :Ls :no insta.nco 1-~ t:'lo 

Gospe l of J ohn wh,;.,ro rt"~'"''" UL re.! l(irr~llie '1sod in the r · 7 
■enae o.r 11b$3i?l& bo:,:•n~" wli.lch niocinl,t~ :tt wou:td hnvo if :tt UO!'e 

conrtocte 1 .,:;. t h d,vff,r.u'/a.i.• In .fact tb.e1"'0 ls no ina a.lee :tu c.11 
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JOhOlU'linc 11 te1~11ture wbex-e ~'14,r,vml £ls_ :z:bJ! K49'4Y mod11'1• 

:(..,lat• Thore ~-s one po.ssoge (Jolm. 16: 21) whor e a :cian is 

Dpoken of as b eing born into t~-r:1· wor l d (?&rrn'B., Vt:~ 
th. Zlf! ~~), but tbe verb i s not a f t;rr,1 of Jtl'f"t . It 

is a fo·i."!11, or i,E.VIIJu,. It ' 0 .:(\.•r t he:t:- WC>l"t h llOtine t.hat th,t;'I 
0 

tbrao a;_,-,e:o.ra:icea 0£ KR7'tt' in ver s o ten aro linked wi th 

Chr:t t . Shoul d it 11ot t hl:·n :;e linked t-tl -cl1 !itm i n vorso n!rie 

by 11wtk i ne; ~~D"-'~ .ib_ .zit~ 21lOci1!'y -zii. fieJ t nst oad or 

l i r1k :i.n~ -~::=.c- with ~ by mtlking Y"f'''""' _a.a ..ii.J, 
4'f,.ov 211ocd.fy ~ \I ~to/llt? '.i.1}.wro1'01"e ~ it doi' il"'.1 tel -:, appeo.ra 

t ha t a c co:r.~din , t c J ohl"l. ' s u:.1e.z e t he ecnnoc t~.01 of Po/Eta( 
With ~lny' $.s _ 1 .. ecl udacl. 

~t i n ap ite ot tha tost1P?On!f o:r t ! .. C\ pal"nlJ. e J.a citod 

above . -.c3 evc.11 thourjl t he l"@ is ::o · inatC1l?1c.e of Yl.f« vff'. w 
lb>'~ modi fy!.ns man '; ~ ':"°•s ,r.-i•~"'.'.:; ' s ano c~-:'3ta::Or, 

roc:1 J U:, t;ir ee i n t rud r.1.15 JR"f=tvQ( -.-11 t l'lq ~/{, :';o;"ltJ; do 

thts oo ii O se.1; n11. t'i."lo bn o l s of Jeulsh pa1,a11els il ioth! cil tl,o 

oxpreos .011 "al l. ccr111 •• 11g .tnto the ~mrl(1'1 apponx•n. 2 ;:,. I.~ 

Schlatter cit.ca six of thes~ parall~1Q, but it is notable 

that n ot :J.n 011e oi' thom a.oos tbo c-...uc1; !>braDs co:t-!"oS.:.>on.linz 

to John 1:9 occ1.1r.. '"1ile: s omo i"o?tu c,r l/ii..S. , th~ ya11 ~_ciple 

of plr4't , nud .J.b. ~ J{_~ ll+'O p 1•ese1it, not 0:10 o ~ th . 

parnllcls inc J.udoe1 4V~lhJ/ .. .Fo!'" ezai?0lC,1 in Lov .. :r.: .. :6 

2supr a, pp. 19-20. 
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7tim~ /efr-{volJS 1.u.. k{'7'4'" 1a t he clause. ~~ aa 1n 

all tho otbor paraJ.lcl::i, ~.s niss:lng .3 ·-n1-:;:re ~ ~Kf',; tf"f 

~ K~ G!>!> ears the:re ia no noed fr.,r "-t ;i,waa" because both 

convey the Bf:L"Ue m~o.ning. llenco, i n J oh.'1. 119 where q (~Q!V 

ap~enrs tha~o i s no no •d r~r Jnhn t o ndd t ~ addi ti~::ial re-
., 1Y I :> ~ •• / 

'-~'UhC.Ql'lt nl ause , 1>'4,Y"{"« ~ ...f.!lL l(orJu/1, t o 1"! 11 out this 
=> , 7 

1doa.. ~s.1141( sllould not; t hen be t a •:en wit h e ~( on 

tho ot;r,.meth or. t hese Rabbinic paral l F.rl s . 

ibcauo o-r t :lf: ps.raJ.l~l paasageD c-tod above in wh1cb 

Ci.i-1.~i~ i3 Gpolt e!l 0£ a s CCbt:l.11r~ i nto t!lo i:o~ld c~ud becat..::Je c::-

t,ak~n rri th n_ /fl)') as en a.ttT·S.b1;1t;ivC;.; pn1"t1c1ple, ! t. C:lll be 

taken wH:: ri/iiis f.13 en t\ti.;r~.l)ut :ive par•·i. i c.:':....>1~ -::roe~ !lU.:"'tUt.!; 

t 1vely, or• ~-; t1a11 be t -::-(\~ wit~ ... ~ to fo:.-t1.1 e periphi•a~t:ic 

'i1~t11 Tb.~ os t ho nub joc t , I :1 t·ho i'i rst cnflf) J oh.."l. 1 :9 would 

'bfl t rv..nnlat.ed, " ' .. tH~ t:x•uo I.1,. -?ht t b~:tt etilig't.tc_ e cv-c-r:r n.or1, t he 

Ono wh ich cornea into t h e 'l.-JOl"lct ., \1as pi~asen t . n I 11 t k:.a sncond 

cese t h • t:r·anal otio:1 wonl~ he, "':£:ho i;i•ue I.-te!·t ~-!h ic~i enlic;ht -
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ens oveFJ :man was Ono coming ~nto t he worl d . " I n the t h1rd 

case t h e -passage woul d l.>~ tra.nolate,1, '1'!~o t rue Licht t.:at 

cnl1ght ons ev ery t11c.n v as com1ne into tl10 wor l tl ." 
;::, ,.,, , 

It i s doubti'ul whet h er 'fR4 o/'(WJ(, oo.n be ta~~ cn as an at -

tzii~:,uti't"o ·;;o.J.~t .1c.i plo . It wo l.:.l \ t b.Gn havo t ~ h :iv -t: t :ie cha.i'ac

~a~t atic~ 0£ an attribut i va part1cipl~ modi fyi.1e a not:.-~ with 

a'J. arti cl o . Tl· o f i:-s t Cho.l'ac tor:tetic con cer,1s l.ts poalt.:on. 

1'he::-e l:'!.1•0 3 1Jt p osoil>le arrangamel'lta r, ,. .. a clauno havi.u..., an 

ntt:1 .. :1.'t: t <..v", pa1--tic i ple liotod by -::-r'llest Do U:ltt nu-toii.. T"ne 
, r'?'ftt<UI i n Sob."'l l :9 cor:ro spon:lr. to t: c 3 ,txt'h 

t a : ~ ton lis ts , et.!ely , ..-t&i•·i;S.clo , noun, article, 

pru."t ~.c1 >~.o , 11!oclt1·1or o 1' t ·10 partic1r,lo .l+ '?hi;.-, &.rl"a?lSeme:it 

hns J.to cotn1'i;ol-rpnrts 1"'}9:J ct5."i/E>-Y i n JC1hn l :9; rl..., fldS• (no 

nl'tic1e :!.I_ 1 :9), ~ (V4K , _Eh_ .n.t /f'rdl'. Ti1e .r.:.1•at chorac

t or4 a-'a; ,!".£; ( :)os it:.ton) .G l'1 t, b1• :; wo ,1uti,.o :~lrc~dj i'lol'o Ghat 

p l .. ocedi 1"!.5 t 'ha !'C.l."t c :L:.l1e. In John 6 :J.h.. ti:'!...:. ll :27 '\!\l.,).t'•l t hero 

~ ii'tI ::, -.l,. .. ,.., I d " ~ . . np:,0r.i'"s t :".,~ r.l.auso , r,r=c"ls: .A.tJ._ LJIJ! 'i09'=dV, :mo .l.1.,f:.~ nol.no 

'Hl f:h e.:.'"ti:-leo, .:obu ! - ca ... "eful t o u:,10 t hv art.tel~ b,..,ruJ."" th{:' 

:po.l't i c ip:'..o. 'i:bcre!'o:r:~, I ivould 1'ul o o .. ,·t ti'l" pos si~il ii~s· of 

'1/"ft.vo,J{,_ 1,1odlf7inr:; ~ /lii..s ~s c1 ~ttrUn t_ VQ ?;>.al"t .tci :Jl e . 
I 
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~,II, 

1"he secoud pooaib111ty. t l'l.at of conooiv i:l,x ot e~,,.CV4rl 
7 

as an. att r1b\ttivo part:f.c1plc, u ood eui>sta:1ti•1oly, c an be a 

lili:oly ws.y of ·aee!ll(< the c onne ction botueon TL f.iiis. and 

fo/1--v:<rt'-• Acoordin B t o Burton Joh.Yl. l f- : 30 is a passage in 

which !!n att r 1.but1v o nart i eir,J.a 11socl ouust a."lt1~tc1'.7 t'.l3·oonrs .S . --
'..'.11"\Ci :Im901•tant part of t ho:~ p asoa6c 5.s d_ JU/ J.t ~ ~ Y 

1Ji1fiJL• T"ae part l c i'~lc.- a:e 1n :1.:9 coo::; no~ heve :i.:.1 0.1.•t!cl ca • 
.:II 

It is ooeihlo on tho baais of tbiD p ei .. n l l el .c;o tcl·r. y,7:,11,i/ 
!"' i.' l. :9 ,~.c rm o.t t r!bt?.t ve pru.•t l eip J.c usod aubct.a.'1.ti ol y . Tho 

t :rm s lt1t:!.01' as WA n otou a ot">Va 1,0•.:l ~~ be, " 'i·he t 1•,,_e - .,_r~ht which 

t 1•ot131e.t. or. woul c! :,._l'lswor t h e na t ural c-iu.os t. on r n!£JC?c'!. ~t the 

n ~. o , i!' the ~bOVP, tranale.t:ton i:, o.c OO.!,'ltad , WOL?lc!. snsucr i t: 

'.t'ba tru.o Lir,ht wna Ono camln,~ 1.nto the uo:•ld. T:_:o diri'~.c lty 

bocn.u30 J,~h.."1 a.lao c:.=.nc into t ho woi-ld. 

Tho le.at poso~.\Jilit~;r ,; r., t~ ta!:o ~+f..& tr.tt: ?::b.. /ws 
ancJ.. "iJJ..~ o.s n periphre.et'l.c . 'r-lio us~ oi" th~ p . ! 1:f:phJ.•e.s~.11c le :10t 

i'oroir.n to John. rei1ero e.re at lenst cii;.\t n:oo :: oxor,1_J lca a!' 

pori~hrnstio :!.rlper :f'eeta in the Gospel or J'obn (l.:~e ; 2:6; 

.3: 2.3 j 10 :40; 11: l ; 13 : 23 ; 18. : 18, 25 ) • J\l thonsb these l)&:rCl.lt,lG 

Sibid. , p • 160. 
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give war.?"ant .ror t aki ng :,"tu w:1th Y,"4"'ut' aa a per1pbl'aat 1o, 

tho objQct io:i hos been raised t "aat none o.r tbeaie are really 

parall e l s s i nce 11:.t none or them is there a relat ive c lauao 

1ntm•ven1ng botwc-o.'l t he :me.in ver b an d it r, aux1111ery. a01i1-

ovor, ln J ohn 2 : 6 a phl'e.s& 1nod1fyint~ tllf> nucj e,ct or t ho p e r1-

phr~st 1c intenones bet ween t he ~a!n verb aa~d its awd.lliary. 

l:.r e - l n tbouc;:ht as a r elativ e claus a wc-\:ld. Tho phras e i n 

queot; on 1& J:f!!lit .J:b. l{,t_B,1>1'7'4V 1iiii 11,pµ$e,[wll• F\1rtl'AermorG, 
J 

tho r al nti ve c l auoo coming ~1rect l, e_ter t-o noun i~ l:lOdif1es 

~ .:- C' n.-,1"lr.~ l Gre alc construc t i o~ (John 6 : 6.) ; 1$:20 ). ihcs . 

John , p l a c i ne: ~ fwtlru b ehind. rl J2i!t- 7a i.\,.,Q,v:Jt, woul d 

havo onl y ont l og ic l plac: e tc, 1noel'"t ~J',y'=f.Vdt' & W~ 
t llat is, o..fter t h o rele.tiv clause wh ro Sot. s te.ncs in .:ohn 

:::, I 
1:9 ( C'1/o/'O'c2" coulc\ h ve l".eE•n plo.cc,u a~ t ! e t.oc;L"'ln~ne er t !:.e 

1 
~ 

ocntcncc u .uf\d1e t el y cfto?' ~fhL; but this ·wot J.d m6(Ul the~ tt,e 

r!odif'icr r.,f ~Pl'y+'vot wcul.d hn-r t o i nt c1•vene bt t.,. e "tt t-e-
7 

t -,;ec.n '2& A.r.d the s ub~,.-.ct of th peripbra::-tic t•Jld t · e : ~ is: no 

e:ta."1lpl o of t h ic in ·h e p :rlpbl•astic:s ocour1·i:~~ in J ohn • s Gos

pel ). ~f\ret"or o , t b way Joh\· hos cu :.s t:ruc ... eC. Jchn 1:9 1.n 

l t ~, . ~ :::, IV I 
ett1ng the r£l&tive clause widely soparo e l1J!. a~u ~,,1)4 "4Ll((JV 

I 
1n &. c onstr uctio-:1 that c ould he oxpect e:d o.., hi.'1l . 

i h e per! hrastic imperraet constr~ction als o £its i n 

we l l with the context. In Vorse t on tt:.e Licht ie in tl=e 

world. It l s !leture.l to suppose t hct l t sboult~ previollsly 
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be deaor1bed as cam.1?16• 

Th.ere1'ore, 1n view 01" t he evidence for t he us e or perl

ph!'aat1cs in tho Gos~el or John and because t ne argument 

acalnat tho periphl'astic occurring in John 1:9 (no parnllela 

in Jobn1 s Gospel where a relptivo clause intervenes be t weon 

the ?lie.in vel'b E\nd its aux1ll1ary) is not suff i c .ten t l y valid, 

and because t he p eriphrastic gives t he pas sege a l!f .nse which 

mr,.kes it i"1t well i n to t he con text, I bel i eve t hat the beat 

way t.c cons tl'ue pl',=r.t11~ with Th~ is to take 1 t l-li t h ~ 

as a periphras t i c of which li, it,;J,; 1 a t he subjec t . 

fw 1i'S's;, ,r~_,lT,t b'J,e1,11lhv 
As we c ona t der t h e above phrase ,. we wi ll a ttempt t o give 

a.--i answer t o t he t wofold p roblem to w'o i cb t he c ommentators 

B':>OkG i n Chapter Four ; What killd o :!' an acti vity 1s 1neant t,y 

~ and i s i t wuversalY 

In or der to fin• out what kinci o i' a process ~/ 

des13'1ate9• wnet her i t is an enlightoniaont resultln3 i n sal 

vation or wh otl"..er it is an e nlightenr\ont of reason or whot h or 

1t could l'e:!'er t o sor .. e othe1"' k i ne of a ctivity tho.t was p ro

posed by commentat or s i n Chapter Four. we wl l j. 1'1rs t c £ all 

begin wi th e. study of F-• If the naturo or 
1
()/J.5 c ~3.1 be de

termined. i t should give S Ollle indi cation of: tl-...e kind ol" ac

tivi t y it carries on which itl t his v ers o iD exp1't>s :>cd by 

ywrl,rn. 

J 
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...., 

One o £ th . a1gn1f'1ca.rit functions of~ 1n tne Gospel 

accordln ~ to St. John 1a to r eveal t ho works or men .for What 

they ere,. In John ):20 the one wh.o cloos evi l dooa not come 

to t lle l i gh t le s t t r o 1117,ht E,Xpose his evll deeds . In t h e 

.followiny, verse the one who does what i s true car.es t o the 

light t bo.t. i t m15ht 'bo oocn t hat his deeds wor e done i n God. 

It is p ossible t bat J olm had thi s ma anins or l i ght 1n mind 

wh n h.e wrot e J ohn l:9 and wa s s ayin g , wbon ho sni d t hat the 

Li $ht cnl i f:ihtcns every mo.n, thai.: t ru: Li,allt doos t his 1n the 

sens e t hot 1t r evea ls t l"e d eds of evory mBn for what thoy 

are. 

A a 1&11fic t t i't\ctor u i ch argues .fnr t ~,io i n te-r,,t•etati on 

ts t hat John 3 :19 is t h e cl osest of. any passage i n t ~e Gospel 

of.' John t o J ohn 1 :9 as a parallel . 'th.e sub j ec t ls tte s11~1e, 

t h e vorb in t .1:.e some ( di.f.t'or cnt t ense) a.-id !.he p l a ce into 

wh ich t h e light 1s g o'"ng is t h e sw'!! r.: . In Jobn J. :9 t h~ activ

ity o.t· tbe l!.i::;h~ i s spelled out by (()w't,'f&1 1n the rele.ti ve 
I 

clau s e . I 3:19 the, 11:1:ti.t•s a.ct ivi t y 1c oxplai!l .d in the 

succoedi\'\S Vc<Jr ses. T Je ~ notion of fils, :i.s not s polte11 of i n 

a 3enor 3l waj but 1t is spec1r1call~ spolloc out in tenns 0£ 

ex~os1np• evil deeds en d sh ow .. nr. t bnt tho deeds of him who does 

what is true e ro dona 1n Ood . Jobn J:19 coul~ be c fuller 

explanation of wh at J ohn only vaguel y b1n?.ed a t. in 1 :9 . 

Also , 11' /w TJ!LJ is taken in the s en:>c of s!iowinr: tl o daocls 

of men ~or what t l.oy, arP , ur/'([2a t!Yff'iw111( can be ta' en in its 
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moat literal sens e . Tho illumination can be universal with

out quellf'icat io,1 or ob j c,ct:1on . ~'he l ip,ht illuminates tbe 

deeds o~ all ~en whethe r thay realize it or not • 

.But 11'~ of Jobn 1:9 i s t aken i n the t,onae . ot re

vael i nc; t l c dc edG o r nen tor what t hey are. it would have to 

also be t !: 0 0., n ot 1.i the s ense or 4n inward en11gb.ten:nent . 

or knowledgo, of grace or rea s on, but ln th senee or an out

ward i llumi nation, a sbinin& U!>On. Thia lllt ter mec.nins of 

fw1itt, S OE>Jll S to 00 the cons 1.stent 1nea":}lng thc.t fWtfsit has 

no used by tllo Apostle John i n Rovelo.tion . In .,ev clat 1011 

1 : 1 t ; ,o ear•t h i s opoke n ot a s being 1 l l um.1ned by the glory 

of o.n ane;ol c c:.nlin(ll: down f'rom h eevon (# ~ i/uililr', ifi IJu 
tie rus 'd11v ). In Rev. 21 : c!) John says that t b o c i ty has no 

need 0 1• sun nor 01• tile moon becauso tho sJ,oey ot God tllu-

m1nntos i t (j_(i'f-~ ru, ~ lf~-t,q ,, gu7ij,J). 'l'h:i.s same 

tho\lf;ht i s ox.p1•ess ed agai n 1n Rev. 22 : ,$ . 'i'hero Joh11 soys 

t hat thoy have no .nocd i'or t h • l i ght or n le.mp or or the sun 

II !C-r. J,, / . C A \ I L.. , / If T 11 II t" • 
SiU..1- ~r1os O !i!SllS.. IIJqJ71Cc, ia! ct lJ7JtJ.s • • • • _n 0. 0.&. nese 

- I 
pasaagea ( these togetL.cr with John 1 :9 aro t he only occur-

r encos o1' ltAJ1/5w i n t h Hew Teatmnent w1•l t ings o.r Jolm) 
I -

~ i s usc:d PY Johll . . to give t he sense or nn outward il-

l uro1nnt1on or e. al1i11i:ng_ upon, 

There ~p:,enrs to bo another chnro.cte1•izntion {tiv~n fw"'.s 
in t he Four1.h Gospel ,t1llich could help uo to unucrato.:1 ... 1 what 

John mee.na by the action off WJ e.."'{!)resaed oy f lP7;'fn in John 



66 

1:9. In John e 212 John chal'acterizos t he l ight as t he light 

ot llf'e. I t ake thls to be a Gonitiv e o f' Def1nit 1on. 6 L1fe 

def'inea li~bt . IJ:·he l ight 1a a "lii'o-light , " that is, a l1f'e 

givinr~ l i ght. !1Li1'.l" hero I t ake to mean t ho s uperna tural 

l i!'e bel onglng to God o.nd Christ uh.1ch tho believers enjoy 

here nm:. no ; • R~w 1 £ fwJ is takon in t llE> Sel'lS8 of t his kind 

0£ l ii'e i n John 1:9 . t hen the acti on of 141Mu, we would 
I 

s ur:t11se- , wou l d r e.f'et· to ell enl'ijih.t e,imont reaulting in super -

nat'4l."nl l i fe . n owever , t h e di.fi'iculty i n t h i s 1ntorpr eta t ion 

is t hl'.t l4f47/f'<t i s nevel" usod by J"or.n i n tile sens e o r an in-
/ 

wnrd onli1ih temiant. Al so t his 111tox·pr et a t 1on would c oni'lict 

wi t h t .,c c on t ext . Vel'se s ten and e l even say that the ;,ror l d 

d i d not lmow Chris t nnd thc.t Iiis ow11 di d not r ecel ve Him. If 

every i!!:,n was enlir,.ht e":led Hi t t: t l1e s u9e1'na-i;ural l ife, the 

wor l d woi.:;ld kno1-1 Obriot a nd His own m~uld rec e i ve llim. 

The func tion o-:f t he Ligh t tllat Joh11 s 0 <»11.s t o wnnt tc 

de Sifillo.to by ~ :ln J ohn 1:9 is t h<'s I;lgbt 1 l luminati11g 

i n t h o sen s e: o i'" i .. eveal l llt-r. men I s deeds i'or vth.at they Qr e . 

!~ fw7ffu i s t :al::en in t b l.s t-la.y , it a5r eos w;. t h t 1:.c activi t y 

of' /ils a s pr esentod by Joh."'l i n l:9 1 s clo s est paral l e l. (3:19), 

1 t a l i e n s in moa~in,:: w1 th al 1 t he o t her occurrences of (hn1i's.c1 
J 

i n Hew Te s t ament Joi'lannil1e l i te1•0.ture 1 End i t r.'!olte s fo1 .. the 

• 6n. p . V • Nunn, A Short Syntnx of i~e11 't estw:ient !treel~ 
(Fi r th edition; Ccr-1br!dge : Un.1v t>:;;•s1tyPross , 1951), p . 43 
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simplest 1nterpr otat1on by making it poss i ble t o 

l.i"4zllD' in i t s moat literal aenao. 

ti.,). n b ,rl it 

I n a i,tEllnp t inG to di. scover tlle part i ct.lal .. Shi.'l.do ot.• meo11-

in(', t oot os,\ ,a Ad 1 . lias in J obn 1 :. 9 t ho word ,,r:tJ.l be exm.11inod 

an it is u .se d l.n tbt- Joh.annino l.itElraturo a.1.tl especially 11s 

it ap~cars ir1 its oettin3 in l :9. 

A OCOl'"Ui?)E to Will.imo P . Arndt a nd F • li1lour Oil'l~ich 

:> \ ' !!,), nQwu can he.ve a tote.1 uf three d l.t'.ferent banie monn.11.'l,ss. 

Tl1t-y ure : (1) 11 tl"ue," 11depondableu.; (2) "truo, 11 "in acco?-d-

cnce u ith t he truth11
; () ) 

11genuinu·, 11 "real . " 7 In tho Goo-

pol or Jol' .. n, the Joht\11nlne ap is tlc s, end !tevola tlo1~ o<d If 41.d.s 
is used :i."ou?." ~:-"!ll:l cs wlt'b 1,1eun!.ng nwnbo:r o.nu (Rev. J:7,14; 6:10; 

19 :11), nin ti?Tioo •lith meenine; nun1bo~ two (Jolm 4:37; C:16; 

19:JS; Rov. l~:.3; 16 :7; 19 :2.9} 21:5; 22:6), and ni11e ti.mas 

w1 th r.::eo.n1ng numb or- tlwee ( Johll 4: 23; 6: 32; 7 : 2€ ; 15 : l; 17 : 3; 

I J olin 2:"'; 5 : 20). It. OCCUl'"S t brae timeo in I John .$ :20 . 

011 t he be.s.i u of t his corr.a})ilation ol" i.ho passa.50:s in 

which M!1 D,tos occurs. it can b seen t~'\t Job."l is not con 

s i stent in usln5 propondera."lt.ly 0111~· one 1 .c ru1ill g i'o:r 4-\ 't IJ11,J.s • 
Bowovc r , in h;.G Gosp el it c nn 'be soe:1. thc.t John u s es 4\n lbafs 

• 
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i;1oat ~ t l a &Ansc.i of "gcnu 1no,•· "real" (tivc, t illioa ). It 1a 

used only three t imes with mean1UF; number t~o. 'l'h1a fact 

means nothinc .in itself but mos t often when John in bia Gos

pel wishao to expx•orJa t h e r11eanl.ng "true, " "in accordance with 

the trut h, " b e uaos"ow44Q_,/s ( John 4:18 ; ,5:Jl , 32 ; e :13 , 14, 17; 

l0:41;, 19 :35; 21:21~ ) . Only tu! c e doos he use D½,O,,'s in the 

eena o a !.~ " 1•0111, 11 "gonuino" (6 ;5$ ) . Tllu o ., i t ap onrs thnt 

John d1d c.1:i.s t inguish betwocn aA14Q,m O?l.d &t\vNs, assi gning 

in moot r,r tho ins t a ,,c es meanin5 number three t o M'1 /Jmis and 

ru.co.nina num'be1• tuo to~ 14/J/.s. 1'h.1o clistin ct i on i c also ap 

paren t i 1 his op i stlos . Ther e John was even m0 1•e careful in 

hia uso of ~/J11,q.s one ~4'2.9JJ• a).14Q,.rJ.s. does not ap:,oar i:or 

a..Y\y other mooning c:::ccept :rn.eaning nnmb e? .. throo end. JJn,ls cioes 

.) \ ' Hot!cver , in Revelation Jot""~ uses & 1146,l(IJJ slinoat e,:clu--

oively in tbe s !.lns o or "trur.," 111n accordance u:th the truth ." 

~~Ms ,loca n o ·, 8,i·pear .. As an ove1•2.ll pictu:-c (tal:::..:t?,S; into 

e.ccount all 0£' ·~he Johe.n::iino litel··ature:;) , t hen, JQhn dons not 

sha1'£)l7 di:Ji.inguis h b'°tHocn ~ ' and ~, but h.CJ · !oes 

.ru.ekc a cl!l.s~i.inctiori 1r:1 h1.a nospt!.11 e.n,.-. epistl>?-s. ':!"ht:.s, there 

is e s t r ong p ossibili t ·~· t l at in J c:1n 1 !() tl"c J\l"'e.ni:r--5 or 

~" 1J,v6 \/ill be I G,ent inc .. It :l."ndt- Gi J:l8.i•1cb ci ~ (IS Johll 1 : <) 

as an m:omple o.f' ,;J"'D,vS.s uncd :bi tLe s c:nso o:.' 11recl., 11 :•eonu.i ne, 11 

and i t appaai-s from tbe context liO hnv e this moanin~. It 
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woul d 2110.t=e· littlo sense to tal~e 2SJ ft P,,ub in tbe s enso ot 

"tl'lu,, 11 as opposed to .tals e , t hnt is, moo.niXl{S number two. 

Thi::s would imply that t r-e Bapt1ot who 1 a mentioned in t he 

prececl1n c: verse nnd ub.o is ap >arent ly being contrasted with 

Christ wa s o. !'alee l i gbt . Th:i.s 1a not whnt John s aid 0£ tho 

Baptist e lsewhere . In John ,S: 3!, he cel l s the: Baptist 11 "burn

i ng and e. ohin !ng l ight11 C~ufvps ) • Furthemore, the; Bapt ist 

cou1d not be a fal se l i{~ht since ho came to beOl' witness con

cernin g Chr1ot (ver oe e1gbt) . Meithel" would tho contoxt war

r a nt t aki ng 1&\HD!vis: in the se:ise or "dependable, " onotl'ler 

rr.oau i n :; t-lhich g>,lf D,11/s baa according to Arndt - G1ngr1ch.8 

'!1lio 1nrp l:1co that the Eaptist 1a unde,ondable , a thins wll1ch 

t h.e Gosp ol or John does not boar oet. 

~he only accoptaulo 1?1eani?16 1a "reo.l,'' 11genu1ne, 11 tbr 

mcanins t h a t MH {)JVps bears in many otbel' 1nstnnces in John• s 

Gos:?el . The Baptist is not then o. talso ligi:1t · but on im,Per

f'ec t ou e , a derived lif:j1t . 

ff.kJJ.IJ occul"O soventy-siX t:S.Mos in tho .FO\U't'i.1 Gospel and, 

-~ _ / • 
1 

.,t Gi"ner1ch beers i'our di .t"!'o1•ent bacic.- ncan-
accordin .• to .rn'-' - c. • 

. (l ) "'l·~e ~,orld o.s tba s .. m 
in'-"s in John I s o osp el • IJ'hey o.ro • ....!::- -------

1· ' n. ( 2 ) 11•.rho u orld 
toto.l of averytll.1ng hero ru.'ld nou • • • • ' -

Otbid. -
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u tho om-th, the planet upon whicll wo 11.ve •••• 0 ; (3) 

11abo world as mankind • • • 

thin~ thnt bolonga to it,. 

II • . , 

• • 

(4) "~ wor1d, cu1d f/Very

aa t hs t which 1 a at o:nmity 

w. God. 1.e. lost 1n s i n, wholly at odds w. a.~ythi ng divi ne, 

J'UL~od and depraved II • • • • Arndt-Gingrich s u~d1v1dea mean-

1ne 11t%11.ber t wo 1•1to acve1'"b.l sui:>divisions a nd groupo passages 

1n Jobn 1 a Go:1-pol undor: (1) 11a. gen.er."; (2) 110 . th$ \-rorld aa ----
t h a ba.b it~tion of mankin.d . • • • 

11
; ( 3 ) "c. oarth , wor l d 1n 

con tra.st to h ea.von • • • • " 'l'lie lexic on alao s ubdi v ide s mean

i nn numiJor three into 1; .... c follo.,ring d ivisions undor which 

a.: ~>oo.l'" p a.saaees f r Q'tl John's Gospel: ( 1 ) "a . g oner. " ; (2) 11b . 

or c.ll mn_!kind, but osp ec ie.ll y oi' bel i tivers , as tho object 

O!. God's l ove. • • • n9 

Arnd t - GiJ1£::r lci:. 1uo.."'1tlons ~, .• oet a ll of t 1c occurre:1ces 
I 

of K71JJ i n Joim 1 a Goopol . '!"ne o ccurrence s u h i o ~1 he .di d 

not c ite could e111.sily be 1·1ttoa unde1• ona 0£ t t,o ba s i c ,11ea~1•• 

i ngs he 111ves . he anits i'i.t'teen wh:tch tb.io urltor examined 

m'ltl :foun i .n his judg.ient to be i n cap&cl e 0£ givln eny d1:r-

1'erent basic moaning in additi on to the meo.ni:igs t hnt Ar ndt-

0 1llfSl"ich givos t hia uoi~d . Th uo , t here nre only i"OUl" !)Ossib le 

mee.ni ne;:i t bst 1(«fl'1JI' could havo i n John 1:9 . 

1'he woru is usod most o.tton w.:th 1:1eunin~ :iumber ·our. 

It is nl1~out t acb.uical in t bis sonsc ln Johl1. 1 s Gospe l . 0.f 

9Ib1d. , pp . 41~6-48 • 
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the sevonty-a1X oocuX'roncea of lf~f ovor hal.1' boar mem'.lng 

IUUllbor 1'0UJ1 (thirty-nine). It occurs three t1Aes w1 th 111eanlng 

one, t wo t1ntes w1Jih two a, two timea w1t l Qto b, n1notoen 

tirJes wi t h two c., twelve t iJlles witi'L three a, five t imes with ,, 
throe b (a ainal e appeo.rance or J{O<j'AS may have tl-10 d11"1'erent 

meaning s and this w11l account f or a toto.l greater tban sevon

ty-six 1 .f the s opo.rato f i gures above aro added) . 10 , 
Bven 'th ot15h K~ :ts ~rodominQ...'"'ltl y used in tb6 senae 

or 1lJ.eaa:i.J15 n'Ul'4bor :rour,. t lle memdn5 of t ho uord 1n ls9 will 

havo t o be. detoI"ftl1ned i n t ho final. ana1yoi s 011 the bscis 01" 

context and by comparing per ti:lont pa:rall ol passages . 
I .Kfr-f-41 a.a u s ed 1!.1. Jobu 1:9 1s tho place into wb:tch Jesuo 

cortle . As s,uch i t stands 01>l)ooite the place f'ra?l ubere He 

came. U::n,.c~, /(Oll)L'f her o :ta used 1n th.o oe::-isc:, o:r "oartb" 

i n cont raat to heaven. 'I'll.is is ti\e m.oro,inc the.t t:.rndt-Ging-

' 1•S.ch aes i gns /<NJ'4Y i n J ohn l:9. TJ.1e p Sl"!ll l ols this lox.icon 

citeo :!'or- thi s paBsago :rhic ll s p eak o:r Jest,s as tho L:!.31lt 

corning i nto tho world are John 12 :46 a ncl 3: 19 • 11 It 1s stg

nif'ieent tha t in the context or onch of these passasea i n

clttdlnc John 1 : 9 t h e worJ.d intr.. wr .id, t he L. ght c omes i !J a 

bostilo one {compare Job.n l.:10; 12 :37 fi'.; J :19) . 'l'herof'ore , 

l0Ib1d. ·, p. 447. 
ll.Ibid. - • 
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I would not qu.nrrel u 5.ih anyono \fho m18}lt say that~/ 

s.n John 1:9, althoucb. primar.tly moanL"lg "earth ," a lso carrle■ 

w11;h it t h e :n~tm ,.nc thet John predan1nantly gives it 1n b:ls 

Gos_ el, t bnt i o, tho i-lorld as that which 1s at enmity with 

God (a singl e occur1•enco 0£ l({~ll-ef is c o.p a bl o of bnaring 

two maani ncs. Arna t - 0 1:.1grlch list s J ohn 13:l unde1 .. £01,r nud 

two c ).12 

Summary 

As n reoult 0 £ t , c1 s tudy undertal-:en in t hio chapter 

t u .fol1 ou1nf,l; conclusio;.'lo, whi ch ar e here s e t 1'ort h i n s\111.

mo...-y 1•aa·1ion as a _propose ci i nto~,1•otat i o11. t o John 1:9 , he.ve 
:> ,I.I I 

baou reached: {).) ~£y,v is t o b e con strued o.s a peri-

phraa~~ic witn 'ibJ._., (2 ) AuJ"tfS,1 menn.a 11illmina.t e outt1az,dly" 
I 

W.:. t h t he pur-po s o 0 £ 1~ev ot"1l l n t5 111011 for l'1ha.t they rooll y are; 

( 3 ) -:rdoit{o/'Ulltll ia to b a t e~cn 1 1ter o.lly ; (l~) 6Ji14A,vlv 
me::-ns " true ., 11 11genu111e " ; (S ) J<Off/+Pv mo na nelll. .. th" in con

t :."ast t o heave1'1. 'l"ne tra."1.slation 01· J ohn 1:9 l"eads acco1 .. d

ingl y : " The eanui n Light which i l lua1notea eve1 .. y r.ian was 

12 I'bid . 
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