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IHIRQUCTION

Yhe thesis will attompt to evaluate historically and
rhilosophically s movement shilch {or more than three decades
has courted the eye and interest of imericsn readers through
advertising oclaims lor “tho system of metaphysical and physe
ical philosophy intended to awaken the lstent faculties of
the individual whereby he may ubtilisze to a betier edvanisge
his natural Sslents and lead s nore happy life."l

It was the alyr of “mysticism” surrounding HRosicrucisn
advertisements in magazines and newapapers thet first a-
roused my intereste-an interest that Locaze further heighte
endd by a visit %o the hesdquartsrs of the order at San Jose,
Galifornis, in Decombor, 1948+

We shall divide the thesls into two chaptera. The

ﬁrst will be a study of tho history of the Rosierucian JOre
der, employing tho historiceal meterlal of Hosicrucian aue
thorship, snd then ovaluating it through comparison with in-
formation in noon=Hogicrucian HVUT0GA.

Tne soconé chapter will treat the philosophy of the
aovenent. Hers again we shall note first the Rosicrucian
presentablion of i major characteristics of 1tas systaem,
aud then procesd to su evaluation of esch of thoase maln
points.

Tho weitorts yhilosephicsl treatment will naturslly be
influenced in part by the Christien philosapby to shich he

adheres and Por which he feels no neoed for apology.

1. ‘he Hoppy LAfe, Zime, LIII (April 11, 1949), p. 63.
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Chaptar I
A¥ BISTORICAL SIUIY OP RUSICRUCIANISH

Somewhere in the developmsnt of man's progress,
came the Dawn of Abundant Living. HMan discovsred
fhat he had a mind-power as well as a brainepower;
he learned Lthat he had faculties and unawskened
centers in his inner=consciousness that were of
JAvine heritage and easily applied to the master-
slifp of his life, This was the atarting point of
men's supremacy over his fate and destiny. He
was no longer & alave to conditions, no longer a
serf to Hing or ruler, for he was a XILG WITHIH,
and the true ruler of his 1ife « « « « Out of the
mystery schools of Egypt snd the Orient whors man
first discovered the power of the inner-self, came
the birth of that great Brotherhood of Fosicrucians
who proceeded to preserve this knowledge for future
gonerations.k

The organization claiming to be the present tranamitter
of this knowledge has 1ts headquarters in San Jose, Califor-
nis. Through its advertisenenits and literature it has made
famous the appellation, ANJE{-=the Anclent MNystical Order
Rosae Cruela,

Tne mosque-like structures of Roslieruclan Park house

a press from which books, pemphlets, and tracts emanate, an

1. Ihe Dawn of Abundant Lifs, Roslcrucisn Tracta.
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Egyptian and Oriental musewn, & planetarium, a library, an
suditorivm, Rose Croix University with ite Colleges of Fime
Arts, Hundane and Arcane Sciences and Eumanities, snd a
shrine dedicated to Pharaoh Amenhotep Iv.2

Qur purpose now is Lo present the claims of ANDRC to
heving a coatinuous orgenizetional ancestry dating back
agme one-thousand tlwres-hundred and £ifty years B. C., and
then to lavestigate the valldily of those claims. (A more
detailed description of the status of ANGRG today will be
conteined in the conclusion of the theais.)

The Roslcrucien View of the History of the Order

Son=Rosicruclian sources contein little information
ante-dating the 15th century in regsrd to the devslopment
of the Grder., Thus the malsrial that will constituis a
major portion of thiz historiceal chapier must of neceasity
come from Rosicrucien 30Urcen.>

The order recoguizes as its officisl text on Rosicruclaa

bistory the voluwse by B. Spencer Lawls, Rosicrucian Questions

and Answers With Complete History of ithe Rosicrucisn Order.

sccording to Lewis, the history of the brotherbood must be
divided into two genasrsl classificationss the traditional,

2. The Happy Life, Time, LIII (April 11, 19049) p. 64.

3« Arthur Cadbury Jones comments on the reallity of tbis
problem of source material: YThe members were and are pledged
to secrecy, and the pauciby of records is a proof of thelr
sincerity and devotion., It ia an easler and more accurate
task to give data of its history since about the year 1420."

(Encyclopedia of Keligion and Ethigs, Vol 9, p. 854.)



which has i:esn perpetuated by word of mouth, "supported by
mors or les: definlte references in snclent writings or symw
tolicel passages In the rituals or teackings; and second,
that whick iz truly historicanl and supported oty the records

found in the various branchea of the organization throughe

out the world."?

¥hother one accepts all of the points of the
traditional hiastory or not, one is certsin to
feol thet tho origin of the Rosicrucian Order is
found in the early mystery echouls of the Creat
¥hite Brotherhood. & study of the schools of
philosupky and arcanc wisdom in the Oplentsl lands
proced:ng the Christian ira reovesla that there is
but one land in which the Rosicraucian organlzation
gould have had *ta birth « « « Egyptes Md even
the casual atudent of Egyptian history is impresased
with the probaiility of the birth of the organiza-
tion in that land.b

Lewis continuss in the subasoquent chapter of his book
by comparing the Egyptien "high state of civilization and
advanced leerning at the boglnning of the XVILI dynasty®
to the French Henaissance.® He points to the hieroglyphlcs
on the pyramids, obelisks, and temple walls ag evidonce that
the Egyptians desired to make thelr inowledge and learning
peraanent.

nut the more profound secrets of nature, scle

snce, and art wore not to be entrusted to the xasses

nor were tihey susceptible to preservatioa through

writing upon pepryl. For this reason claases vere
formed by the most learncd, attended by the select
minds, at wshich the docirines and principles of

scioncs wore taught « « « » These classsa or achools
e = « ware teld in tho most lsolated grottos at

4. Hos Sponcer Leowis, Roslcrucian Guestions and Auswers,

Rosigyrucian ?roaa.ﬂﬁan Jose, Cslilorniss » Ps Ve
He 1bide, TPe 18=13.
&a _ij:'_@.: De 19.
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times, and agaln in tho cuiet of some of the tem=
Fles « « » In some casus classas of a very select
nature wore held in the private chambers of the
reigning Psbhraoh.7

Graduslly, the members of theas assenbllies became "nore
and morse salect;‘thn teachings more profound, and the dlge
cussions so dialectic that there arose a most autocratiec
ang¢ secrol society of the truly great minds of the day.
Thus was leld the foundation of the Great ¥hite Lrothere
hood ™ w8

Lewias hurries through & 1list of the pharsohs under
whose intereat and, oltontimes, guidance these societies
flourliened until he pauscs at Thuimose III,

+» « » Who organized the present physical fomm

ol the secrel Drotherhood and outlined many of

1ts rules and regulations » + « « lie appears to

have been quito originel in hia applicstion of

the dootrines of mysticlsm « « « & gradusl de=-

velopmont in the existing mystical bsliefs could

be nore easily and permanontly accouplished by

establishing a secret achool of philosophy, the

students of which would put into practice the

high standarda decided upon . « « « [And] when

Thutnose proposed that the Yclass™ which had

been meoting in hia chembors becowme a closed

- and secret ordor, "thore was no dlasenting volce,
< and articles of limitetion wore established « » » «*°

Although he mentions no acurce for his inforaation,
Lewis states that the dste of this grand "Council Meeting®
wﬁs somotime during the woesek of March 23th to April #th

of 1489 B. Ge, “according to ouf present calendar. It is

?. I’-:\;. p 20‘
8. T5id:, ppe 20-21
Oa Isa.a.-. Pite CR=23



goenorally éonsedaa to have been on Thursday, ipril lst, but

this may be aasociated with Meundy @ Iiuradsy, s later es-
tablishment, "1 :

v, worldly name was decided upon for the
Brotherhnod, the records showlng that the
predominating thought was the maintonance
of secracy. The orgunigation hat no pube
licity, requirsd no propagenda other than
personal aivice to those whose prosence was
desired, and as the ono word, iranslated
into Brotherhood {a secrat, fratornal body),
was suizicient nane for all purposes, we o
not find any other term. Thils accounts for
the wideavraad divorsion of the nane as a-
dopted 1a Lare™

As further roason Lfor the attempt at subterfuge, Lewls
cites tho prejudice that ia reputed to have existed to-
ward secret orderss "Hot only did certain bigoted re-
ligious organization condemn all secret orders as 'works
of the devil,! but those orders « « « which claimed to
have rare knowledge of tho sciences wore severely critie
cised by the vapious s:ientific bodies of the day."12
That he considers aUORC truly to be the treasure-
store of the anclent-gocret Hgyptian Order he iadicates
‘whﬁn he maintains that, “"though the Order had no dei=-
inite name, Thubtmose saw that 1t had very définite prine
e¢iples, rules, and modes of procedure, all of which

Lave came down to us today without materisl change [Etal-
108 ours] W"23

10. 1bid.

11s 1bids, pe 24.

12, m'. Je 36.

13. m;- :
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worshipping a false God, but rather a false interpretation

" of the one true living God, the God that he is trying te

1deslize, attempting to interpret--the @od of his h.lrt.'31

Secondly, an aasential of Christianity is fnithn-nlu
in matters that are beyond human experience. In contmt,
“the Rosicrucians ever held that one could not know of any-
thing except through personal experisnce Emhee if.;l ny’au{
cal approaelg e« ¢« » « It is customary for a mystic to say
that he either knows or doea not know when apeaking of the
experiences, problez;:s, or facts of life and nature; nothing
is accepted by him on faith, and he has no beliefs Jitalics
ours]."32

Our third consideration is of extreme importance in .
emphasizing the "poles apart" natures of Christianity snd
Rosiorucisnisa, In the former, Jesus Christ ia true God

and trus Man=-simultanecusly. In the latter, He is only

one of the great n_mﬁters of religion. Roaiocrucianism de= -

nies many aspects of the record of Christ in the Four Gos-

pels, 6. g., Eis birth in Bethlehem, that the true atory

of the crucifixion is really known,35 and "that there was

a _mirncu].ous resurrection."S4

3l. Rosicrucian Hannal, p. 167, :

32« IBIEO. De IB »®

33. Th. Grasbner, A Eandbook of Org ntlo_n_g, Concordia
Publishing House, St. “Louls, 1048,

34e Th. Bngﬁldﬂl'. ed, Qt &1., ?OE §!!_b°11“. Pe 474.
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A fourth antichristian characteristic of Rosicrucianism

(and one that is a natural result of the first thres) is

\ .
its work-righteousness aspect, "True happiness consists

s« » « in good life, « « « in living understendingly. HNeither
is it great 1eafning but good will that joins men to God."H9
Man can make his bwn heaven or hell. He may choose either
right or wrong, “%ut the result of his choice will sutomat=-

ically follow, and this inevitable result constitutes a

manifestation of the law of compensation. He who chooses

rightly . « « becomes the master of his fate « « . ."96

(A1l the italics in this last guotation are ours,)
A fifth conflict between AMORC!'a philosophy and the =

hristian religion is the Rosicruclian acceptance of rein-
carnation. To the Christian, it is appointed for man “once
to die, but then the judgment."S7 According to AMORC, “the
doctrine of reincarnation 1s still a dependablse and.provon
solution to the important problems of life. . « . Intell=
1gent men and women have discovered that the biased and
unfair attacks made on . « « reincarnation by some religious
writers and by some scientists were for the purpose of taking

away from men and women the one great answer to all their

35. lastery of Life, P« 7«
36. Solf Mastory and Fate, p. 38

37 « ﬁesi & e
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questions, and the great light which enables thex to meet
their dolly problems and attsin nmastership sni success "S5

In summary of its antichriatiun character we quote
Pr. Nuellers

flogicrucian phllosophy 1s tharefore a
pantheistie and evolutioniatie form of un-
poliel + « o« « Amid 811 €he wsarying non=
sanse of its endless verblage this is its
cardinal teaching: The spirit of man, by
endlesa striving aend salf-iapravement through
countleas cyclea of birtns and rebirths ate
taina to perfection and thus to essential un-

»ion with Gode From beginning to end it is
therefore diamatrically oppoaed to the Chrigte
ian religlon, which i%¥ doniaes 1n its entirsty,
as in every individunl docirine. Roslicruce
ianlsm racogniges no Holy Trinity in the
senae of the Christian Religion, + « » NO
aslvation Ly faith in Christ's blood, no
hesven end hell in the asnse of Soripture.

Ik uses practlically all these terma, butb
only to misuse them in other baaically
henthen desigraticns.S?

Having cvoncluded our trestment of the actual philoso=
phy of ANORC, we wish to touch Juet Lriefly on the two re-
meining pheses, methods z.d foundations:

5. Methods. We wish bto touch just briefly on the method
of instruction that AMHORC employ: to disseminaie 1iis phil-
osophy. ; : :

Af'ter the Initistec has teen accepted. into the Order--

" ‘usudlly through correspondence--ho receives twelve weekly -

sesled envelopes containing the secret and private monograpns,

23. Anonymous, Why Are ¥e Here?, a pamphlet, Hoslcrucizn
rreas, San Jose, cEI*Iorn*a, PP» TP» E=3e
39, lineller, op. ':'.tf, pPa 811,
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lessons, end instructions of the First Degree. Following
are several sample topics from the monographs, lectures,
and exercises of the First Degree: "Ybjective and Coamie
Consciousness, The Brain and Mind, The Heaning of Numbers,
Experiments in Developing Psychlec Consciousness, The Life
Force," etc,40 7

The member, after completing thls first series, is
then ready to take his Second Degree. And once again he
must work through a similar collection of topics. This
process continues through all the nine degrees.

All Rosicrucian members are urged to visit the heade
quarters of AMORC in San Jose, If at all possible, where
library facilities are available for fratres and sorores
with studious natures. ;

C. Foundations. This phase has been covered extensively

in the first chapter on the history of the drder. Hovever;
a summarizing statement on the sources used by Rosicruecian
adherents belongs also in thias chapter on philosophy. Im
chgpter one we pointed out the possibility that AMORC is
aﬂ:brgunization propounding the views collected and assim= -
ilated by one man, H. Spencer Lewls, whose statements he
apparently felt should be accepted a priori as true. AMORC

Brother Andrea comments on the origins and foundations of.

40. Rosicrucian iManual, p. 47.
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the philosophy in a manner similar to the assumptions of
Lewis:

Obviously, for those who do not accept
this fact of the existence of . . . Masters.
[fi.e., those persons who have had full
knowledge of the wisdom that the Order
claims to possess, and who have trans-
mitted it secretly down through the yearé],<
the technique of the Master and of his
disciple can have little significance
« « » o Its [Rosicrucianism's] laws
and principles must emanate from per-
fected technlcians who are conversant with
that realm.4l

And to those who comsent to abide by statements like the
above, broad is the way that leads to The Ancient Order

Rosae Crucisli

41, Raymond Andrea, The Technigue of the Discigle, Rosi-
cruclan Press, San Jose, chITornga, 1935, pp. 9-10.
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