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IHIRQUCTION

Yhe thesis will attompt to evaluate historically and
rhilosophically s movement shilch {or more than three decades
has courted the eye and interest of imericsn readers through
advertising oclaims lor “tho system of metaphysical and physe
ical philosophy intended to awaken the lstent faculties of
the individual whereby he may ubtilisze to a betier edvanisge
his natural Sslents and lead s nore happy life."l

It was the alyr of “mysticism” surrounding HRosicrucisn
advertisements in magazines and newapapers thet first a-
roused my intereste-an interest that Locaze further heighte
endd by a visit %o the hesdquartsrs of the order at San Jose,
Galifornis, in Decombor, 1948+

We shall divide the thesls into two chaptera. The

ﬁrst will be a study of tho history of the Rosierucian JOre
der, employing tho historiceal meterlal of Hosicrucian aue
thorship, snd then ovaluating it through comparison with in-
formation in noon=Hogicrucian HVUT0GA.

Tne soconé chapter will treat the philosophy of the
aovenent. Hers again we shall note first the Rosicrucian
presentablion of i major characteristics of 1tas systaem,
aud then procesd to su evaluation of esch of thoase maln
points.

Tho weitorts yhilosephicsl treatment will naturslly be
influenced in part by the Christien philosapby to shich he

adheres and Por which he feels no neoed for apology.

1. ‘he Hoppy LAfe, Zime, LIII (April 11, 1949), p. 63.
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Chaptar I
A¥ BISTORICAL SIUIY OP RUSICRUCIANISH

Somewhere in the developmsnt of man's progress,
came the Dawn of Abundant Living. HMan discovsred
fhat he had a mind-power as well as a brainepower;
he learned Lthat he had faculties and unawskened
centers in his inner=consciousness that were of
JAvine heritage and easily applied to the master-
slifp of his life, This was the atarting point of
men's supremacy over his fate and destiny. He
was no longer & alave to conditions, no longer a
serf to Hing or ruler, for he was a XILG WITHIH,
and the true ruler of his 1ife « « « « Out of the
mystery schools of Egypt snd the Orient whors man
first discovered the power of the inner-self, came
the birth of that great Brotherhood of Fosicrucians
who proceeded to preserve this knowledge for future
gonerations.k

The organization claiming to be the present tranamitter
of this knowledge has 1ts headquarters in San Jose, Califor-
nis. Through its advertisenenits and literature it has made
famous the appellation, ANJE{-=the Anclent MNystical Order
Rosae Cruela,

Tne mosque-like structures of Roslieruclan Park house

a press from which books, pemphlets, and tracts emanate, an

1. Ihe Dawn of Abundant Lifs, Roslcrucisn Tracta.
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Egyptian and Oriental musewn, & planetarium, a library, an
suditorivm, Rose Croix University with ite Colleges of Fime
Arts, Hundane and Arcane Sciences and Eumanities, snd a
shrine dedicated to Pharaoh Amenhotep Iv.2

Qur purpose now is Lo present the claims of ANDRC to
heving a coatinuous orgenizetional ancestry dating back
agme one-thousand tlwres-hundred and £ifty years B. C., and
then to lavestigate the valldily of those claims. (A more
detailed description of the status of ANGRG today will be
conteined in the conclusion of the theais.)

The Roslcrucien View of the History of the Order

Son=Rosicruclian sources contein little information
ante-dating the 15th century in regsrd to the devslopment
of the Grder., Thus the malsrial that will constituis a
major portion of thiz historiceal chapier must of neceasity
come from Rosicrucien 30Urcen.>

The order recoguizes as its officisl text on Rosicruclaa

bistory the voluwse by B. Spencer Lawls, Rosicrucian Questions

and Answers With Complete History of ithe Rosicrucisn Order.

sccording to Lewis, the history of the brotherbood must be
divided into two genasrsl classificationss the traditional,

2. The Happy Life, Time, LIII (April 11, 19049) p. 64.

3« Arthur Cadbury Jones comments on the reallity of tbis
problem of source material: YThe members were and are pledged
to secrecy, and the pauciby of records is a proof of thelr
sincerity and devotion., It ia an easler and more accurate
task to give data of its history since about the year 1420."

(Encyclopedia of Keligion and Ethigs, Vol 9, p. 854.)



which has i:esn perpetuated by word of mouth, "supported by
mors or les: definlte references in snclent writings or symw
tolicel passages In the rituals or teackings; and second,
that whick iz truly historicanl and supported oty the records

found in the various branchea of the organization throughe

out the world."?

¥hother one accepts all of the points of the
traditional hiastory or not, one is certsin to
feol thet tho origin of the Rosicrucian Order is
found in the early mystery echouls of the Creat
¥hite Brotherhood. & study of the schools of
philosupky and arcanc wisdom in the Oplentsl lands
proced:ng the Christian ira reovesla that there is
but one land in which the Rosicraucian organlzation
gould have had *ta birth « « « Egyptes Md even
the casual atudent of Egyptian history is impresased
with the probaiility of the birth of the organiza-
tion in that land.b

Lewis continuss in the subasoquent chapter of his book
by comparing the Egyptien "high state of civilization and
advanced leerning at the boglnning of the XVILI dynasty®
to the French Henaissance.® He points to the hieroglyphlcs
on the pyramids, obelisks, and temple walls ag evidonce that
the Egyptians desired to make thelr inowledge and learning
peraanent.

nut the more profound secrets of nature, scle

snce, and art wore not to be entrusted to the xasses

nor were tihey susceptible to preservatioa through

writing upon pepryl. For this reason claases vere
formed by the most learncd, attended by the select
minds, at wshich the docirines and principles of

scioncs wore taught « « « » These classsa or achools
e = « ware teld in tho most lsolated grottos at

4. Hos Sponcer Leowis, Roslcrucian Guestions and Auswers,

Rosigyrucian ?roaa.ﬂﬁan Jose, Cslilorniss » Ps Ve
He 1bide, TPe 18=13.
&a _ij:'_@.: De 19.
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times, and agaln in tho cuiet of some of the tem=
Fles « « » In some casus classas of a very select
nature wore held in the private chambers of the
reigning Psbhraoh.7

Graduslly, the members of theas assenbllies became "nore
and morse salect;‘thn teachings more profound, and the dlge
cussions so dialectic that there arose a most autocratiec
ang¢ secrol society of the truly great minds of the day.
Thus was leld the foundation of the Great ¥hite Lrothere
hood ™ w8

Lewias hurries through & 1list of the pharsohs under
whose intereat and, oltontimes, guidance these societies
flourliened until he pauscs at Thuimose III,

+» « » Who organized the present physical fomm

ol the secrel Drotherhood and outlined many of

1ts rules and regulations » + « « lie appears to

have been quito originel in hia applicstion of

the dootrines of mysticlsm « « « & gradusl de=-

velopmont in the existing mystical bsliefs could

be nore easily and permanontly accouplished by

establishing a secret achool of philosophy, the

students of which would put into practice the

high standarda decided upon . « « « [And] when

Thutnose proposed that the Yclass™ which had

been meoting in hia chembors becowme a closed

- and secret ordor, "thore was no dlasenting volce,
< and articles of limitetion wore established « » » «*°

Although he mentions no acurce for his inforaation,
Lewis states that the dste of this grand "Council Meeting®
wﬁs somotime during the woesek of March 23th to April #th

of 1489 B. Ge, “according to ouf present calendar. It is

?. I’-:\;. p 20‘
8. T5id:, ppe 20-21
Oa Isa.a.-. Pite CR=23



goenorally éonsedaa to have been on Thursday, ipril lst, but

this may be aasociated with Meundy @ Iiuradsy, s later es-
tablishment, "1 :

v, worldly name was decided upon for the
Brotherhnod, the records showlng that the
predominating thought was the maintonance
of secracy. The orgunigation hat no pube
licity, requirsd no propagenda other than
personal aivice to those whose prosence was
desired, and as the ono word, iranslated
into Brotherhood {a secrat, fratornal body),
was suizicient nane for all purposes, we o
not find any other term. Thils accounts for
the wideavraad divorsion of the nane as a-
dopted 1a Lare™

As further roason Lfor the attempt at subterfuge, Lewls
cites tho prejudice that ia reputed to have existed to-
ward secret orderss "Hot only did certain bigoted re-
ligious organization condemn all secret orders as 'works
of the devil,! but those orders « « « which claimed to
have rare knowledge of tho sciences wore severely critie
cised by the vapious s:ientific bodies of the day."12
That he considers aUORC truly to be the treasure-
store of the anclent-gocret Hgyptian Order he iadicates
‘whﬁn he maintains that, “"though the Order had no dei=-
inite name, Thubtmose saw that 1t had very définite prine
e¢iples, rules, and modes of procedure, all of which

Lave came down to us today without materisl change [Etal-
108 ours] W"23

10. 1bid.

11s 1bids, pe 24.

12, m'. Je 36.

13. m;- :



After the " transition" (death) of Thutmosse IIJ the
next pharaoh of concern to Rosicrucians 16 Amenhotap;
the last Great Master in the familyﬁof ths founders and
the one to whom we owe the really wonderful philosophies
and writings used so univqrsélly in all Lodge wofk through=
out the world," 4 and who had "a career unequaled by any
pharaoh of Egypt.'i®

» »« + His acoomplishments for the Order
must be treated at least briefly « . « He
had been instructed in the seuret philos=
ophy« His mind and underatanding were un=
usually keoen . o . for in his fiftesnth
year he composed many of the most beautis
ful prayers, psalms, and chants used in
the organizatlon today, as well as contrib=
uting to the philosophy and sciences. To
him came the inspiration of overthrowing
the worship of idols and substituting the
religion and worship of one God « 4+ + ,
whose spirit was in Heaven and whose physe
ical manifestation was the Sun<<the Symbol
of Lifes This was in accordance witﬁ %Ee
secret doctrines, and 1t changed the wor=
ship of ths Sun as a god to the worship

of the God symbolized by the sun. This
was the beginning of Honotheism in Egypt
and the origin of the worship of a spirits
ual deity which "existed %§§gxgg§3%a

in everything, but was no ng or e
B-arm"c e a .'I' .

Amenhotep's desire for sweeping reform resulted in |
his changing also his own name {which meant "Ammon is sat-
isfied") to Akhnaton ("pious to Aton®" or "glory to Aton" )7

At El Aumarna, according to Lewls, Akhnaton built a

temple for the Brotherhood. "Here was tho beginning of mon-

14, Ibids., pe 29.
156. 1513¢, pe S04
16, 1D10s, Pps S1=32.
l'?.TFH«., Pe 35.



astic life, for within tho boundariss ¢ « livas two hune
dred and ninetyesiz Drothers of the Order, esch having
taken an osth never to pass 'beyond the shadow of tho Temw
ple.?"2% 4nd it waa during these years at El jmarnsm, says
Lowis, that “the Drotherhosd wey baing made into a2 cone
crete orgenizaiion, snd the Irothers st thie community
outlined the initieltlions and forams. of service as used to-
day.“lﬁ

After the "tronaition" of Abimalon; thoe worship of

Ammon agein come to the Fors, sud the irctherhood was forced

'to uecoﬁo ail the more coubtious in its socrecy. Neverthe-
less, in 1203 . G sevarsl of the Protherz “wers come
miséioned to go into otheor leads and sproad the secret
doctrines by the sstablislmont of other Lodses,"20 Yhus,
inf&rmatidn of the Ordor reached the ears of & tartain
Zaloman, who, about 1,000 i. C., went to Egpt to lesrn
more of iths teachings at Kl Amamn. &lthough ke dld nob
conplete his studies, he left the homo of the Order in
goodwwilil, snu evemtuslly his wanderings--and narrlagese=
led to Nis becoming ruler of Paleetine. So 1t is that
Saioman becomes identified an Solomon, whose busy life as

Isreslis wiseat king evidenily still contained sulfieient

-

20. TBld. pe 44s CONCORDIA SEMINARY
BT, LOUIS, MG,

18¢ IDide, Pe Bde PRITS 4 ‘
19, % T I'ZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
.



gpare time to onable him to eatallish his own {raternity
in Paleatinet®l
At this point, %oo, cortsin Greeka came to Thebea,
imbived the teachings of the Order (the hesdquertors of
which were moved thom from EX Amarnas}, and then begen
tne_wurlﬁ-wide apread of tho orgenization.2®
| From this time onwerd toward the Christ=
ian poriod, groat minds from msny countries
Journeyosd Rastward and Westwerd and Crossged
the Threshold, and having completed The work
and studies, passed again into the worldls
darknosB Uo.8pread the light as they inter=-
P!'ﬂtﬁd 16,89
Christ As An Histoplcal Figure in Kosicrucianism
Lewia maintains that tho Essenes in Palestinc were
actually members of the Order under o velled nanc. %The
logation of their monaatory snd temple was atop lount
Carmel, "whore HElijal, as one of the descendants of the
Great White Brotherhood, had previocusly estatlished s
retreat and had taught sany of the mysteries of the Brotioe

erhood * 24

2l. Ibide, pPpe 46=48, Lowls atatea further that Solo-
men "restricted his order to males and adapted a great
many of the debtails of the losiorucian initiaticns and
services « «» « Uf the growth of the Salomsn brotherhood,
one may read in all literature. bearing upon Free MHasonrye.
It hea evolved into a seni-nystical spoculative, secret,
fraternal order of power and great honor, gradually altere
ing the principles lalid down by Salomen, « « « but doing so
for the greator benefit of man."”

28+ Ibid. De 40. i

23, T5id.

24, 1bid., p+ 65,



Juat about the time of the birth of Jesus
e » « the Essenes Lrotherhood in Palestine
together with obher branches of the Great
¥hite Brotherhood wore proparing for the
ocoming of the great Avater [Rncarnation] who was
to be the reincamebtion of Zorpastsr, one
of the famous Avatars of the Erotherhiwod in
centuries paats The birth of Jesus in the
fanily of Gentiles [Etalics ourdf living in
the BEsgenes commaunity et Gaeliles fulfilled
the expectations of the Brotherhood, and from
thias time on the outer and Lfnnsr activities
of the Brotherhovd became cenitsred around -
the ninistry o the great Haster Jesuse « «
At tho close of the 1ife of Jesus the Christ,
the diaciples of Josus and the high officers
of the Greal VWhite Dretherhood planned o
cerry on thae aew cyele of illwsdnstion and
rovelation ol docirinos as presented by Him,
and an outer congrogation or public movement
was osatablished known as Christine Church.
» « » Wnils it [Ehe Ohurch] was sponsoved
by the Great White Drotherhood, and all of
the principal workers like unto the orige-
inal Apostleos were mon chosen Irom the Essenes
Gontile community at Galilee, the Great
Wnlite “rotharhogd did not ostablish the
Christine Church as a part of its sctivities,
because it waa interested in the wurk of sll
religious movements in all lands, and did
not become & part of any of thom.89

mping the centuries theat followsd I'or whel Lewis

calls the "Christine movement," the Order continued to

funetion in secret as & "non-sectarian, non-religious

school of mysticsl, ocoult, and scientific temchings,"20

The period of the (Crnsades; the author countinuse,

found the Order esteblishing an organization composed al=
most exclusively of men. Called the Hilitis Crucifera

kvangelica,”its purpose was to protect the cross as &

25, Ibide, Ppe 55e58.
26 EEQ: Pa §7a
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‘mysticsl symbol [italics ours] against its misuse by those

who attempted %o carry on crusadea of persecution against
others who would not adbept a secterisn interpretation
of the symbolism of the sncient emblaia."27

About the year 860 the Order got a successful foote
hold in France--in fact, it "was given a very interesting
ovation in the chamber of Charlemagne's throne."<8

From France the Order is reputed to have spread in-
to Germany, where, Lewis claims, Charlemagne himself was
the firat to introduce it. "He [Charlemagne] never lived,
however, to see his work bear fruit, for the reatrictions
placed around membership were severe and t 00 stringent,
But in 1100 a Lodge was established in Worms."2°

Th~ work grew rspidly iln Germeny during

the twelfth ventury, but 1t remained so se=

cret and so lnactive in its oubtward meni=-

festations during its 108 years of lnactivity

that little wag knowm of the Order or its

members o « « Bt in the {ifteenth cen=

tury--aft almost the last moniente-the great

revivel came again. And whilst this great

revival brought new 1ife . « . to the Order
in Germany, it ras proved to be the most

27. Ibid. i '

28, IDide, pe 7l. Incidentally, in connection with the
Orderts appearance in France, the Rosicrucian historical
relationship with the llasonic Order receives very brief
treatment in Lewis! history: in 1625 "The masons in
~ Lyons organized a Rose Crolx degree in the same city to
please the many Rosicrucians who were lasons. The Ma-
sonic body was organigzed at a Council held there July
23rd, 1623." (pe. 73) :

29+ Ibld., pe 7.

B



erplexing one that came o the Order an
Where throurhout the world (1talics ours) .
nas Left a qud"f?bn, 2 doubt, unanswered
and ursettled, in She lxymen's %inu and hag

cauaoa mura aiaunéevntan&i of tho Gra&r‘a
d'l' % Ty mlu 088 .a.G u,.
ggn? by ma w evar e ab a no a

s #hor
clonr [its 1165 ourn] <50

Lewis st this point romarks on theé necaszity of re=
forring $o "one of the very mynterious snd puzsling lawe

of the orgenization, the origic of which is lost in the

traditional history [itellics onrg], btut the genéral ac=
septenco of which accounts for many of the peculliar bregys
in the activitees of the organizetion.”® tg cites a roge
ulatlon which the Fosieruciaon mind views 28 & "parlodicity
of actlve aad inective cyoles, fach 0L 108 yearsa, ine
nuuber of 108 is slgndficant in itself to all gocult stu-
dents, but just »hy this new peguleiion was brought inte
sffact 1o not kuown,"52 pDuriag these periods of guietuds,
the wrlter asaertis,  the noubors privately corrisd on the
teweiing in thelr own families, "bul accepled no nevw nem=
bers from the profame worid , « « « [And i;xms] outwsrdly
and in 8ll of ita general actliviities the Order seemed to

have gone out of axistonco." o0

The Hystery Of Callmis
An importent issue concerning why the name "Eosicrucien®

‘50, Tbids, ppe To=T70.
51, I518., pe Ve

ide m'o

33, I0ide, Pe 79
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has been applled to the organigation is touched on by Lewls
when bhe discusses a pro-Helormation manifesto or symovol,
hended down by word of mouth, which “"armnouneced the opsning
of n Ytomb' in which the 'body! of s greast master, C,E=C,,
wes found « « «» together with secrot writings . . . which
enpowared the discoverers of the 'tomb! to eatmblish the
sscret orgenizstion once again,"S®

Later, he =meintaeine, after the discovery of printing,
the "tomb™ incident waa given wide ciroulstion:

Coming st a crxucial hour . « » in the

svolutlon of religlon and philosophy, and

bolng so widely dlstribuiied; ilhe pexphlets

of ths ssventeesth centary albirzsted such

univerasl attontion asong persons who had

never hesve of ths orgavleation belore that

& common izpression wsa coreated snd recorded

to the effsct thal a now orgaaization, nevar

knows in the worl! uLelore, had¢ come 1nto &x=

istance o » « “hils felsc iaprosaion was

reidorded in so many later ristories, that

guen Lousy we gre rezalrad to saplsian ike

misconcopsionesd

Lewis goes on to asy that 1% "muat Le appsrent to the
readsr of this history that the discovery of a 'body! in
the 'tomb® . « « Of & person known as C.He(, 18 sllegorical,”
In support of thiz view the Roalcrucien historiaen statss
that the originel mesning of the word Ybody" was "symboli-
cal of somathing entirsly different then [sic] the physi=
cal body of 8 man.” Secondly, the initials C.R-(, did

not stand For *Coristian Boosnkreus, except ss tha words

34, Tbide, De 51.
35, Ibig., p. 81-82,
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reprosented by those initials were trenslated in the Germen
language ." 56 '

Those writers of mystical and fantastical
stories who have tried to present the story
of C.FE~C., by stating that these initials
were those of an individual, are wholly une
acquainted with the facts. Even if the
spiritual person represented by the "body"
of GC.R.~C., were the aame in each cycle,
through a series of reincarnations, such a
reincarmated person would be a different
earthly individual in each carnation, For
thet renson 1t must be understood thab
there was no one earthly person who was
unignely and exclusively knowa us C.R=C,

In any cycle ol the Oraer's exlstence. i
Qur records [Ltalics ours] refer to at
lezst twelve discoveries of "Lombs" con-
balning the "body":of C.R=C. in different
lends preceding the greatly popularized
incident in Caszel, Germeny, 1 the savenw
teenth cantury.”f

If anyore maintming differently from the view Just
quoted, Lewis nispenses with him rafher easily in re-
marking, ratber blandly, that such o person iz “unfamiliar
with "he facts snd has nisveken the allegorical st~vy for
an "actuel event.*?S

“t is at ebout thia period—«the sixtesath and seven-

- teenth century--that inrormation from non-Rosicruelan
sources beginz. For thal reuson we wish now to discuss

and evaluate, on the basis of these additlonal sources, the

claims of AMORG just cited: nsmely, thatc the nesme "Rosl-

56, Thid., p. 82.
E_EO I‘l?-i_.wa', F. 83-
cle 155G,y P Bis
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crucien” is not tracesblo to any hiatorical person.o?

Drigin of the lame of ths Order
The Noslcrucian view ropresented by Lewis sets forth

the symbol of a crogss with a aingie red rose in the center
as the source of the Ordortsz newe.%0 Interes¥Nely enough,-
the article on HRosicruclianism in the Encyelapedia'sritanp'
nice, also prosents this view, But more interesting still
is the fact that the writer of the article is HE. Spencer
Lewlisal

Talking lagsue with this opinion-=that the nase of ths
Urder argse Iron a aymbole«is the report in the Incycloe

podla of Religion mnd EShics, wnich introduces into the

plcture a man whose own naze supplies anothsr possible
origin for the designation of the Brotherhood.%®
Chriatian Hosenkrous was born in Cermany in 1378,

Aftor a monastery cducation, he traveled im the area of

the Holy Land, spending considerable time at S&maﬁcus,
where he studied under “certain wise men,” deriving as mmch
88 he sould from them in the roalms of philosophy and zci-
nce, From there he went te Igypt, Fez, and Spain, "gleane

iﬁg frou each place the inforastion which he was to use in

589. Tho evaluation of the traditional history of the Or=
der, as wo have presented it p Co this point in the thesia,
will be given in the closing seoction of Chepiars’.

40. “*'The poae f{goul} evolves ani gains beauty end fras
grance while being smclfisd upon the cross (bady).*"
Gunoted by Th. Engelder, ed, ot al., fopular 5 lics, Con-
cordia Pnblishing Tiouse, £t. Louise I§§E' Ps =

4ls He Spencer Lewis, "Hoalcrucianiom,” Sncyclopedia
gritsnnica, fourteenth edition, RIII, H60.

42, Ao e Caumus, "Rosicrucianiasm,” Enecyclopedia of
Religzion and BEthics, IX, p. 850,
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the develapuent gf& froternity that latsr bore his name
[itulics ours]id |

| iie apent the five yoars of 1413«1413 4ia &usbris, col-
iadlng his knowledgs, ant acoguirdng three companionss

Frubrae Co Vep ia dey 808 Lo Cu To ther he related whabe

’,

B

ever ¥noviedge he ned inblbed during hils studiss in e~
I ol e i dt ” A . dmege T o oem B ” .
liglon, phlloncpby, &ad medlcins, Theme fonr men wars

i & P, e I s, » g - b oy - I o g ..-\ 2L
the originel membors of tho fooioly ol ke Ha2se exd Lhe
4

Thelr buoks, ¥ {¥asiconl, Asilonats, Gots Xundl, sad

VeRraYY

Protheus are inowine Tonolr declerad ob) GLby &S arrnated

in the Loufooslo, wos Lo lwmprove mankind Ly the dlscovery

In the pear 14407 DoaonWrecsz wrea%.:,e ar ine
terasting tn 41 w:z*ic‘mn Wrecbate sntitisd
ooymische ¥ «aa?:a&it, voich wee pullishsed a
S Amuay yulﬂ.a.-«-—u, fad j\a« 14656 a v 1) ﬁi\’}
and wes nried in a vanll sf SoVan sides
decoreted wlih gymisola, Thich hed bosn e
racked yoses previsusly for hie resting
i;"i.wu-‘* 2 ® = in Walz » s = t“-‘ﬂr - & & :
and vpon tha door waz Livsd & urazaﬁ nlats
.« o o [With) 's,h, sronhotlic exelssation of hia
aoun, that in 120 yosocs afler hils deosth bhia
toub akoulsd be svopuned am. se..w Qo vrlned,
in @ modirgied fowm, ones GoYe mads svailo.
lg o = o t”""’b

It must be adailiezd thab therots s poasibvility of

oo

the Grder Lalug ¢slled after ihe msés naked in the asove

43e Ibid.

e i t&’

4o Toid.
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paragrapha, gleaned from a bibliography of aumerous Eng=-
1lish, Geruen, and Freoach works cited at the olose of the
article.®? In contrast, Lewls cites no biblicgraphical
sources for his view. He refors only to "records” and
"traditions” unknows to anyons outside the Orderee-and we
have come Lo wonﬁnv.juat to how many inside the Order.%d
$6ill enother source with information pertinent to

the origin of the nexe is The Cathollc Nncyclopedism, Here

mann Gruber In his srtiocle craﬂits'the first printed ap=
pearance of the Rosicruclen Order to the pamphlet “Fuma
Fraternitatls"” (in Cuesel, Germany in 1614}, which iavited
Juropean men of lesrning %o Join the rasks of the secrotb

soclety founded by & certain Christien Rossnkreug.4?

In reaching s conclusion az to how the nane "losie
cructan” becmme appllied to the Opder under study, we fa=
vor i€ ss an adaption Ifrom the [Iitesnth~<century igurs,
Christian Hoanonkreuze And wo do so for the following
reasonas: |

1) His historiniﬁy as founder of the order is unw

47 o Ibidﬂ, Pe 1t o

45. Lowis, Queatlons and Answers, Pe S i
49, Aeramnn Grubsr, "oBiorac: anism,” Tue Catholic Eam-

cgclc% i6, 11, Pe £96, Oruber statos olso That Ehe "Tawa
wna Lelioved by some tuo have bean uritten by the lLutheran
theologian, Johann Valentin Andres. o aoacluaive evidence

is cited, howevar, Lpe J. f. HuuaXler, in "The Antichristisn
Teauningn 0f FRosicrucianior,” qonaoré Theological Monthl
%y {DB0., 1939}, De 904, rofors to Arnold's Xirchone H
Ratzerhiatorie, in whicn ths author andeavcrs to pruvo

it was 4ndreee sho wrote tho "Fims®™ originally ass "a aort
of elaborate satire composed in the Stift of Tuebingent
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contestad Ly every source of our investigation, encept
Lewis (whosa primary concern, 4t zcems, 1s to susiablish
the sneient charecter of the orgonization, aﬁﬁ who would -
therafore find the "Hosenkrous écuraa" inimical %o the
case he attempis to build for the anktiquity of ANORC,)

8} The nae “Hosonkrens" affords opportuniiy for sn

easy auaptaw“au {(by means of afterthough®) to somsthing

with a sirong mystical Tlage. The phrsse, “Hoss Cross,”
which can readily bedrawn out from the nane “Resenlkreuz?,
lends itself well %o any inventiveness that members of
Ehoe arder might posnaess. ?erhapq Peuular Symbolics cone
tains an /e sunmary of thin ageond reasong ”Ewepgthing
abrout the socliely 1e aru;ﬂicaal, and the syabol hers de-
seribed, with its nystical nesndng, is an afterthought,
e tera Hoslerucianism bolag in some way related o a
charlaten (since 1ittle is known of Hesasskreus'z motives,
we, personally, would fosl some heaitancy at using s
deseriptive nonn o strongly-cornotaied as this oue)
of the Iifteenth cenlury, Christisn Rosenkreuz.® 0
““__ ti&tﬂﬂ of the Ordew Lrom A. D 1800 i thie Presend

AHORG, through its spokesman, Lewis, considers the
ea?i§ yaars in the seventaonth century as comprising &
rgvival poriod of the Rosicrucian work in Germsnye Ia
teet, 1610 so 1814 Yconsiiitnbad the baginning of one of

the new cyeles of ona hundeed . end e;ght years, 5L

50y The Pngelder, ex, ot al., Po 1 zg&ol; s Con=
hb?ﬁi; %ubliahiwg v;usc, Hlhe L@uis. +« De &2,

5le Lewiz, ' Jue at&onsﬁnn Annwars, ps Yb.
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The activity spread quietly, and “a number of such organe
izations camwe into existence in France, Germany, and Eng-
land, but in each case thelr existence was very short and
left no records of imporkance [gtalias ours. ¥e marvel
conatently at an historian who, admitting the paucity of
his sources, is aeble to proifer facts so Sliblig 52
It wes In England that further developmenta tock place
between Freemasonry and Fosicrucianiam, according to Lewiss
« » » Many of the moat proninent Freemosons « o s«
formed research bodies or groups devoted ., » « to
unearthing « « « additional teachinga or srcane
knowledge as might be found in the various atic
schools of the day. 1% is not surpriaing, %Esre-
fore, that a number of these men were atiracted to
the Eosierucian Order, especlially the English :
lodge » « « zad becane enthusisatic gstudents and
workaprs.bd -
Later, howsver, some of these men believed that "the members
of both organizations might come together in a more soecial
and informal =snner at atated perliods for the purpose of
discussing the work and teachings found in both bodies,”
and thet "out of this belief was Lorn a new orgsnization
in fngland, the activities of which and the imitation of
which has csused consideratle confusion in the minds of
those persons seeking to trace the origin and development of

the Rosicrucien Order,®d?

55: TEL g: p: 108,
54, Ibide, pe 108.
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spplicatlon for membership, Lewls continues, would be
limited to Freoumasonsz who, alter heving masztsred the glee
menbtary work in Hpsonry, Mignt be desirous of philonophe
iosl knowledge “availabls Just beyond the limitod teachings
of tholr organization.” This group cfoptsd the nuns, *So=
cietes Foslerueians in Anglia®~Ghe Initiels of this title
being uaed “as a briel forwm of nems In thelr literature.
Hence the initials S.'H. Yo Aie bucams significunt anong
Freemasons during Shal period, and bave contrituicdi to
considerable coniusion in Hosicrueian records svsr since,"59

Lewls speaks favorablyr of Freomesonryy; but he opposes
the saﬁalngly‘summbn opinion that Rosiecpucienism is intee
grated with 1t, He ociites %aita, the “Rosjcrucian historian
e « « #nd an eminent Hasonic historisn snd writer as well,”
as showing that the 8. Re . 8e, while 1% was a "worthy,
lezrned, and highly respscied organization of gentlemen
seeking for arvcane wiasdom, anjoying 3 banquet and social
evening once a mouth, 1t was not in any senze a part of the

Rosierucian organizabiou throughout the world.*S0

Hpasicrucianiss in Auerlca
How didwesnd how doeg-~the Order manifsst 1i¢slf dn
the ﬁnitad ftntes? Yhis ig a practical quastisn;'far its
saswer is‘n&cuuaarf in ordar to understand the source 9 the

&aa#htags.that smanate from ASORE hesdguarters in San Joses

B8+ i3 ep Pe 11}--



Ireliminery to a discussion of its background in the

Hew World, AHORC inserts the following paragraph in the

e

early pages of 1ts Hsnugls

ihoe widespread confusion in the United
ftates ecanse of the papular unse of tho
word Hosicruclian Ly s0 many movements,
pudliabera, and saell researceh socletioge
a gondition nob perpitited in loreign landse=
nakes neveasery the understanding o the
following fecta; and we frust Lhal avery
nember will refer o Whess nazes in any dlg=-
cuasion of the authority and rightas of
- AMORG B

87, He lpencer Lewls, ad., Josicrucian Henual, Fosicru-
cian Press, S«n Jose, (elife, 1915. P. Da 'ﬁﬁ%‘ﬁgragraph
quoted doubiless ralers esnscially to the Hoslcruclan Fele
lowshlp eshablishod by Nax helindel at Ocesnsaiide, Cslifs
Thias Fellowship gained a temporary followims for a short
Cime after 1010- Although 1% still publishes & megazine,
its ifnlluence ssens negliglhle, I& has neither the ex-
tensive facilities, nor the heavy sdvertising program

of ANOR‘, TFap all practloal parposes, the neme “Rosis .
erucian” connotes for Lhe Americun resader “AKORC,®

, af ¥r, Helntdel's group, the Nanual commentas "#r,
Eeindel was a keen atudent of the Theosophicsl teschings,
and Journeyed o Buropa where he studied vuder § & « 2
Theosophist, and not & Kosicrueisns « » » [ig) ratarmed
to America and wrote his persongl version of the tsachings
which ho had rsceived, and unlortunstely usced the term
Foginrucien to doescribe the work of his peraonal organi-
zation, and his peraciaal phiioasophye The Rosiecrucian
Fallowship doas not maintein tesples, lodges, and colleges
s s o » 88 does the Rosicrucian Order, and its teschings
are in nowise similar 3o, nor in any way connected with
the genuine teschings, rituasls, idesals, and principlss of
the Hosirrucian Iraternityve. The gonuine Fosicrucian Ore
der never prints and orrers for sale any books or psmphlets
claimed Lo combtain the reasl Inner, =secret Leaacldngs oi the
fratornlty, and it does nolt deal with the specunlastlive and
welrd subjects included in the booka and pamphlets of most
of the mystical organizationa which have appropriated the
term Roslerucisn o« » & « Thess comuents are intsnded to
be kindly, but perfectly fLrank and given in the apirit of
Gefiniag ths differeonce between the organisations. Ppe liSe
188 , ‘
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"in the year 1694, undor the leadership of ome Johann
Kelpius,“sg and according to "Sir Fresncis Bacon's original
plan,"99 . Lend of members of the Order started out from
Europe in & specislly charterod ship in 1693. In the folw
lowing year they arrived at what is now Philadelphisa and
conatructed some bulldings in an ares known today as Faire
mount Perk. Lator they moved farther west to Lphrata,
Pennsylvanis “where many of the originel buildings still
‘stﬂnd-“ao

The a:thor in the RZanual describes how the Order in
the fiew World "grew into a large aud potent power of cone
sideraule importance in tho affairs of the birth of the
American nation « « « Dt the ancient law that each 108
years was a ocycle of rebirth, activity, rest, and walting,
made the great work in Americs come to s closs, so far as
public activities ware concerned, in 1801% (which dste
would be 108 years aftor the originesl settlers left Furops,
providing that 4he year 1801 is not arbitrarily set as the .
date for the date for the cycle of qnietudo).el

it is at the close of this rest pericd that H. Spaneof
Lewls himself enters the vialble picturs. The Hanual por-
treys him as having had Zcertalin knowledge preserved by

58. AnONymous, ﬁanacrnc§'a guarantse, a Tract, Eosicru-
clan Pren:, San. Jogs, ci .,sp.
5% Rosicrucian Hanual, Pe O
60, ibide
61. Ibide




the demscendante of the [irst lfoundation in Azerice” passed
bto him e s propor way. Shrough a varioby of courses; ssi-
éntisfic and motaphysical studles, he prepared himsslf for
he venbure he would undertake in 1909, In July of that
yoar, he went to Prance, whero the proper suthoritlss ine
Tormed him ol the myaterlies and methods that he should-
eaploy for his life's task, S%
gn his reiura to Ameriosn, he held many “secret zsssions”
with people who {according %o the annal) "hed veen ini-
tiated into the Order in. France and India and other landa,
who formed with him the first foundation comaittse.® For
aix yeare they worked together, "so- that in tha seventh
vear of proparution they could monounce to the Americsn
publié the ressieblishment of the HRosicrucian OSrder.”
Pheir sndesvors led alao to the approvel oi the orgsnizabtion
by the "Internstlonal Convention in Hurepe,” and this gave
the Ancieunt and lyeiicsl Grdor ¥Housoe (rucis of Horth Zners
ica the status of being “today the OILY Kosleruclien mavee
ment in America having such enthority ané connections,®Sd
- Lowis continued to be the gulding hand in the orgsns

ization, alss writing many of the publicatlons, until his
desth 4in 1938, His widow, o non and desughterelnelaw cure

rently hosd the argaaizat&an.a*

82e Ik Lﬂt, P« Ge
84. I ma, Aoce cik.

amnrepooasons
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An Histordcal Evaluation of AMORC

%We have already listed ocur reasons :or believing that
the Order tskes its name as an afterthought from the hise
- borical person,‘Christian.ﬂosonkreuz. it is now our pure
pose in this concluding part of Chapter One to render =n
opinion on the validity of ANMORC's claim of a true rels-
‘tion with the Rosicrucian Order purported to have existed
since Amenhotep IV. TFor the following reésons,.wa feel
obliged to comclude that ANORC propounds many eaxasgsrated,
if not fraudulent, claims in asserting to be directly Iinked
with an organization of such remarkable--and still to be
proved--ages: :

1) Bven AWORG's greatest advocats, H. Spanéer Lewis,

adaits a scarcity of sources for any early historical claims

of the Order.,

a) Hote his obsorvation that the'early higtory
is traditional,-perpetuatad by word of mouth, and "sup-
ported by mors or less définite referencses in ancient
writings or symbolical passages in the rituals or teach=-
ings."85 Again, although he points to a belief that the
Rosicrucian Order is predestined to function in 1l08-year
ecycles, he unblushingly states that the origin of this

Mlgw” 15 Ylost in the,traditi&nal hi story, "6

65. Lewliy Quastions and Answers, pe. 9.
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~ b} AHORC's presontetion 1s one that includes
" the blsud sesumption of facts; thus, "Whether one accepts
all ths points of the traditional history or not, one is

certein to feel [italics ours] that the origin of the Rosi-
erucien Order 1s found in the sarly mystery schools of the
/. Grest White Brotherhood. "67 sgain: "The history of the:
e » » Order in foreign lands has besn well covered in mamx
books jgawis does not giva their nawses, hQWuvar£] s though
all are warned agalnst giving sny credence to ths atate=
'fmenta matie in mosat or‘tha encycliopediaa whereln it 18 sald
that the Order started in Germsny in the eighteenth cen=
tury « « « 8nd ended theras,"68 ‘

27 Practically all of ARORC's dictums come from one
man, Lewis, and are thus open to accusatlons of belhggggr

tremely subjective in naturs, His olaim of having estab-

lished the order on the basis of the information he ob=
tsined in Rurcpe doos not remove the possibilities thass
a) His RBuroposn teschers may have been subjective
“4n their preaentation, not canfarm;ng {it would seem) to*
the naual norms of scholarship and suthority, and that
b) he himself may have colorsd the infbrmation
to his own liking, in order to set up his own system of

67» Ibide, Ps 77«
68, Rosiorucian Nanusl, Pe Je
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thought.

Point “b" above finds & support in the AE0RC "scandal"
rgpdrted in gggg,mﬁéazino, {april 11, 1948}, from which
~we teke the followingz |

Many & fatthfnl U. S. hKosicruclesn might be
Jolted by the picture of tho San Juse ore
der peinted in a lawsult filea by the widow
of the co~founder. iirs. Myra HKiilmslehto
= » » Sued for her late husband's ghare in
what ahc claims he and his partner had cone
ceived as "a business of conducting ritunala,
ceremonials, lessons, instructions and the
sale of books and periodicals . s+ " They
founded AMORC, she says, "as a device to
disseminate information, lessons end ine
structions to nthers for a profit.® The -
take, ahe conftends, 1s good . « « » This
succesnful blend 91 faith and finance,
according to Hyre ¥iinalehto, was at rirat
administered jolntly by Thor, « « « her
husband, and esx-lethodiat Harvey Sfpencer
Lewis, former president of an “Institute
for Paychicel Reaenrch. “v ether they
applied modern Us S snllln& mathods to
a potpourri of lore cerived from the an-
cient esoteric hosisrudlan cult mhdsh - .
dates back beyond the 15th Century. In
1923, the Lewls=rKiimalehto brand of Rosie
crucianiecn found in Sun Joat a happy com=
bination of favorable weabther and ravore

- able authorities. There Lewin incorporated
it as a non-profit organization, and settled
down to be "Imperator of the Supreme Grand
Lodgo. £iimalehto so0ld his Hew York print-
1ng si:op and came along %to oan Jose in 1938
as "Soversign Grand laster."

Lewis died in 1939, hiimslehto in 1948,
irs. Kiimshlehto, who has not boen a pracw
tising Rosicrucian for four years, says
that she 15 not interestsed in money but in
rescuing AZORC from the control of Lewlst
son, daughter-in-law and widow, ILast week
Rosicrucian leadors filed their enswer to
¥idow Xiimalehtofs sult: the Kiimalehtoe
Lewis team, they said, had not bsecn a bus-
iness parinership. Bnan!hilo the checks
and money orders continued to roll in « & « @

869

!

60. Time, loc,. 0its

avpabosy



26

e cite the foregoin; erticle because Hras., Xlimalshiots
past intimate palatian with the orgenizetion makes her taste
imony the most pawnrful, probobly, tku% Lian sver spnoarad
against ANGRC. And we faesl it sffords strong support for
the vigw bhak Aﬁﬁﬁﬁ.mng wall be the conegotion of tho mind
of one men, wHo possessed a gift lor subjeciive rstione
clizations tha® oould work ont e philosopilieal system 0

tivated hy morganal nrolit,
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Chapter 2
A Philosophical Evaluation of Rosiocruclanism

What 1s the philosophy by which the "Ancient Mystical
Order Roéae Crucis" seems to be conducting itself so pros-
perously? The anawer to that question is the burden of |
this chapter.

The first problem that confronts us is that ANORC
apparently 1s not interested in giving an analyticsl, con=-
cise definition or designation for its philosophy (e.g.,
"Epicurean," “Heo-Plaﬁoniﬁ;“ etc.), but merely claims
theoughout its writings and advartiaemsnté to have the
hidden truth. In fact, it avows that the greatest philos~
ophers in history derived much of thelr wigdom through

. —membership in the Rosicrucian Order. Lewis lists suchcel="

ebrated nemes as the rollowing: Solon, Anaxiﬁandof,
Democritua, Socratea, Plato, Aristotle, and spiourus-l
;uhile The Hastery of of Life ‘has marginal paragraphs inter-
speraod thraughaut with the designation or”Rqaicrucian

1. H. Spencer Lewis, Rosicrucian Questions and Anuwera,
Rosicrucian Press, Sen Jose, Caliiornlis, 1920, P
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being given to such names as Lord Edward Bulwer-Lytton, lante,

Balzac, and Shelley.2
ihe Purpoge of AlGHG. We shall be helped in defining the

fioaslcrucian philosoph& by first noting the purposs of A%ORC}
Tor its philosophy ia, or at lemst should be, concommittant
with 1ts purposcs.

Acgording to tho Hsnusl, “the GKEAT AIM of the Rosicruce
ians has ever been to assist all manktind in evolving to the
highest degree of earthly perfection, and to render sid to
every living belng 'to the (lory of God end the Bag;tit of'
Kankind.?!"3 :

To carry out this purpose, the Rosicrucliana sre banded
together into ™a fratornal order . » « of progressive men
and women interssated in exhausting the possibilities of 1life
" by ‘s sane and-nonaibla use their heritege of ssoteric knowls
edge and the feoultios which thoy possess ss human beings.®
This is a knowledge which “they cherish, [ﬁnd 1@7 embraces
: overy realm of human endeavor and every phanomenon of the
‘aniverse known to men.d

Consaquently, the Order describes itself as having an
intensely practical misalon; for the organisntinni :

2. snonymous, Ths Hesstory of Life, Houierucian ?roaz, San

Jose, Cslifornia, G »
3+ He Spencer Lewia, od., Rosicrucian uanual Rosicruclan
Presz, Son Jose, Californie, s Pe

4. Hap ggx of Life, pe« 16.



e 1; pr&urtg & umgmm lot-.:t,
n or grea Heal appiness, snd Peace
in tgg earthly lives or“l‘il 'nu par=
- $icularly thst we say the 'm&h&y nvn' at
men, for we have ansught to do with dﬂ
devoted to the intsrests of ifndivi ] uung
Munmnom,rutmwm. Zhe work of Rosie -
coracims is to bo dono here and nowy not that'
wo have nelither hops nor sxpectation of an=
othor life after this, but wo know that the
happiness of the mtm dopends npon what we
do today for othors as woll ap for ourselves,
. Alap, our purposes are to enable men snd
women %0 live olean, norasd, natural lives,
as Hature intonded, an:ayxng all tho puu--
legea of Hature, « « « to be fres from the
shackles of superatiiion, tie limits of ige
norsnce, sud the sntthnga of avoidable Harms
© [he law of oumpensation that for each sorrow
or pain one causes another, he will suffey
in like degres].B 4

This practicel appesl s fupthor supplemeatsd by one
 of the pointa in a lfst of bensfits: “The privilege of .
_ direct and mahto advice in personal problems m;ma
' to health, bunim:a, soclal, finsencial, and ethical uttn'n"‘
. But shounld s "slunm segker after truth" luudor mthu
ncmhoruh&p in the Order vauld conflict with hu Mp
in a sectarian church, the policy of ANORC is to umn hln
there will be no veliglous conflict, for
e e

3 with Cosmic powers and vivrating foress, snd
- destgned by the EKaster Architect to con=

tinue His ereative work in love as,
. and justice} so cur Temples m

sent o plece where uni ggﬁg

lens of areeds or dognes cs miﬂ, m

ahm-, stiuned with such vibratory forces
SR :

- B ' b5 : 'P' 24,

: Gq sg Pe Ste




within as neko for love, goodness, justice, .

and peace, that Hature nay continue her cre-

ation without interruption or interference.?

Thua the Order looka upon itself essentially as a school
or fraternity with a lsboratory; _and the nombers are stue
dents and workers. "Tuo graduates are unselilish servanis |
of God to Mankind, efficiently educeted, trained &he axe
perlenced, attuned with the mighty forces of the cbme or
- Divine Mind, and masters of matter, space, and timo;’ Cone
sequently, AMORC's purpoae may be suzmarised in the té}-da
of this sane parngrsph,'which atates that the Order's sce.
tivitios shoald make its wuembors "easentislly Xysties,
Adept=, and Hagiw-creatoras of their om Uestiny . .'; .‘3‘

t¢ much for the p;zrpoaan of the Order. Hov let us
proceed to the philosophy itself thet supposedly saims %o
‘accomplish the purposcs just enwmerated; following the =
‘auggestion of Randall end Buchler in spprosching the atudy:
of a given philosophy by investigafing its pature, methods,
énd foundstions.9 |
&« The Hature of Hosloruolan Philosophy. Kow do some of ‘the
sources ws consulted define this philosophy? Ihe Catholie
Encyclopedia refers to the *ooculte-cabelistice~thesophle
tRosicrucian Brotherhood,*"S0

]

7+ Bosicruc Qaéanuel, ps 204

Sa -y p :

9+ 7+ . Randall end Justus buchler, Philesophys An Ine
troduction, Berncs and Hoble, Ind., 1942, p. €.

10. Rernann Gruber, "Rosicrucianism,” The Cathollc Fne.

cyclopedis, XIII, p. 193,
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Iho Encyclopedis of Religlon and Hthics describes the phie
losophy as pﬁn&heiatﬁ.e.u 're Musller cslls it "avolutione
1atic, pontheistic, theosophic."2® In Popular Sysbolics
Rosicrucian doctirines are deaoribed esx bearing "tho mark
of s religlon artificially constructed on the models of
neoaophy and Freouaaonry."la

Thus, there seems to be a variety of descriptiona for
the naiure of AHINC!'s dictums. Our peraonsl atudy has led
us-to concluds that no one word will sufflice; for we were .
i1mpressed with four characteristics of Roaloruclan philosom
phy. The materiael wo investigetod can be flled in practi-
cally avery instance undor either "evolutionistic,® “pan-
theistic," "theosophic,” or "antichrisilian®™ hsadinga.

- &y treating theso four chavacteriatics was axpect %o
sccomplish a simultansous defining and evalusting of the
Order?s philosophicsal behb.

1. Evolutionistis. AROKC hus 65 ita grest aim asaisting
211 msakind 1n evolving to tho highost degree of earthly
perfection.”14 It defines eovolution ms the

11. Ae 0. Cadmua, “Rosicrucianiam,” Encgclopedia of Re=

- l3igion and Ethiea, IX, p. 887. ; SEENE
-“‘18:. 7. 4. fmeller, "intichristian Tsachinga of Rosicruc-
isnism," Concordie Theological Honthly, X (December, 1538),:..
Pe 91l4 '

ovsealoe The Engelder, ed. et al., P%hr 8&9_113; . Concor=
dia Pnbnr‘shi.ng _ﬂoua;, st. Louias, » Do» . :
14. Rosicrucian Menugl, P» 48
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« + s« progreasive growth and perfecting of

all that is manifest or in the coneception

of the Cosmic Mind., Even so-called devolu~

tion or disintegration is a part of evolution,

it one of 1its phases. Evolution implies on=-

- ward and forward,s It 1s the fundamental

law of nature and every element in naturs

is tending toward perfection and becoming

highsr in its rates of vibrations and more

ovolved in its menifestations.lS

AYMORC asks "why should pride be offended snd venity
deflated by the doctrine of physical evolution, be it
true or not? 1t was in m;na. not in body, that man found
his gupremacy and distinctlon. In tie contest of mind msn
has vanquished every specles."l6

Consequantly, as for man hinself, mind is everything,
“"This body we hall and call man, in ¥ho% does it differ
from the humblest of other species . « « ¥ In ths decay
of form, .who can neme the man®"1l7

How, the importent thing is not only that man realizes
his mind is really that which he should regard as "himself”,
but that he realizes also that he 1s a free agent fhrough
the vse of this mind. Man has the "power Lo choose in all
his acts end all his thinking." The Rosicrucian philosophy,
then, inveatigates the nature and source of tho "impulses,
urges, and inspirations that come before . . . man and

which call for a choice or a choosing."1®

16. Anonymous, The Evolution of You, a Tract, Ros cruc~
ian Press, San Jose, 8, CRLiTOrnia, De Oe

17. Ibide; Ps 2o

18, H. Spencer Lewis, Self Hastery and Fate,. Hosicrucian
Fress, San Jose, balifornia, 1529, p. 20, ,
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Thus, as people "decide, so will they determine their fates,
and establish their destinies." 8o it is that the Rosicruc-
ian philosophy cleims possession of the hidden laws and pere
iodicity (or cycles) of the universe that control "the im-
pulses, urges and inspirations " that come to men, and on
the basis of which they make their choices."1®
It is lérgaly from this assertion that AMORC seems to

make its philosophic appeal., Hence, such statements appear
in its tracts as; "Each 1s his own creator of the future,
once the secret, simple methoda are known. Thousands, for
hundreds of yeers have found this to be true."20

| lian's evolution to his highest potentials can come only
through mastering these hidden laws. At this point, AKORC
draws heévily on its doctrine of "cycles."

The fundamental principle involved in
self mastery « . » , evolved through obserw
vation and perfected through test and ap-
plication, reveals that all life and all
existence within the universe has its ex-
pressions in cycles, the panodicity of which
is equivalent to the rhythm of certzin meas=
ured and harmonious recurrences of stress
or impulses of a Cosmic nature . « « « The
rhythym is harmoniously related to the per-
iodicity observable in the movements of
the planets and the effects of rhythm on
the tides of the waters of the earth, and
the growih of plant life, as well as ani=
mal 1ife2l :

19. Ibid., pe 3l. ’

20. Anonymous, You and the Universe, Rosicrucisn Press,
San Jose, California.

21. Lewis, Self Hastery, pp. 18-19..
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In carrying out this emphasis on oycles, the writer of

Self Mastery and Fate uses a barrage of words, numbers, and

aweeping statements, the presumption of which {we ,aré strong~
1y inclined to feel) speaks for 11:5611‘, o.g;:

The 1ife cyecle of sach human being, cover—
< ing epproximately one hundred and .farty-four .
years, i1s divided into a period of seven years
each « « « + Cycle number two is three hundred
and sixty-five days in length, or in other
worda, renewa itself and starta over again at
each one of our birthday amniverseries . s « -
This cyolg is divided into seven periocds,
each having approximately fifty=two and one-
seventh days. This means that each year of
our lives . . » is divided into seven pericds
“’during which ceriain conditions are favorable
or unfavorsb%le for the things we wish to do
and must do,"&2

Lewis lends an nlmoat mthm;:cnorphic charecter to "bus=

iness" whén he staias that if several men organige a new bus-

iness on a given day, that would be the date of ite bibthday.

It would then have a ¥oycle of progression bcginnins with

today, Just as though these thesa Eraona had M birth g hu-

man form with a spul Iital...oa ours| »88
 Evolution will be trnly a progreuho dcvoloplmt for |
hiii ‘Who had an underaisnding of his fate cycles. Those (tn-;

; oluding non~members) who wish to learn the dates er thoir

cycles nay do so at very reasonable ocat, by sonding rxrty
cents to AMORC headquarters for a coin "made of nght-uxght,

22, Ib’.d" ps 874
25. _m.' Pe 92.

L Ao, POV SRR &



strong alloy. One slde shows the days and periods; the
other, the hours of the day divided into A.M, and P.K."
0f course, a pamphlet of instruction accompanies the coin,
"fully explaining the things to te avoided during certain
periods,” snd also giving the profitable periods that await
the usorl®4

The evolution of an individual does not cease with
death, according to AMORC. In fact, death is a vital fac=-
tor in the process of evolution. A Rosicrucian "not only
looks upon death as inevitable, but as 'a necessary element
in theo cyecle of 1life. Death and birth are synonymous in
this sense, for so-called death is birth into another plane,
while birth is likewise a transition.” Both of these events
constitute Lhe "Grest Experience" snd are forms of "initia-
tion", granting opportunity for greater advancement. “On
the cther hand there is ﬁo death, whether we consider the
transition from a material or spiritusl view point, Matter
is indestructivle.” It is elso "in constant change." The
soul "is immortal and cannot be destroyed, lessened, in=
creased, or otherwise modified, except in growth of expar-‘
jence. After transition the material part of man, the body,
does not cease to live, but 1s in fact still vibrant with

apirit energy . « » « Hence neither body nor soul ever dies,

24. Anonymous, Worth While Books Are Life Time Priends
a Pemphlet, Rosicrucian Press, san Jose, Callfornia, De v
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and there is no death." It is merely a milestone in the
evolution of the individual .25

2. Pantheistice. "The Rosy Cross symbol is sacred, not

as & religious symbol, but as & Divine Symbol, because it
represents the true Divinity in ¥an and all Nature."26 -

Lest someone say that the foregoing guotation does
not imply & denial in the Rosicrucian philosophy that God
is a transcendent being, existing separately from the uni=-
verse, we subnit also the following from the definition of
God, found in the lanual:

To Roslcrucisns there is but one God, sver
living, ever present, without limiting attributes
of definite form of manifestation--it is the God
of our hearts « . . « The God which we conceive,
which we can be conscinus of, which sooner or
later manifests in that strange intimecy within
ug, becomes the God of our hearts « « . « In ga=-
cient ritusls we Tind this as pert of the Rosi-
crucisn pledge: "ian is God and Son of God, and
there is no other God." But this has a mggtical
meoning and is not to be taken literally.

The Encyclopedia of fReligion and Ethics portrays
Rosicrucians as believing that "the whole universe is
permeated with the essence of the Creator, that every rock
instinct with 11fe + « « every plapt and tree . « « and

that each living thing moves, acts, and thinks in accord-

T_“és. ﬁdsicrucian Manuael, pe 87.
26, IDid., Pe O7e
. 27. Ibid., pp. 166-167.
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ance with the supreme design by which all things exist . .
n28

5. Theosophical. That Rosicruclanism iu some respects

sounds a note similar to Theosophy finds support in this
statement of purpose in Theosophy: ‘"ﬁ « « to investigate
the hidden mysteries of nature under every aspsct possible
and the psychic and spiritual powers latent 1n.man, espec-:11;
1a11y."29 According to Theosophy, man is "constitutionally
independent of the physicel body." We may parallel thia‘
with the Rosicrucian cleims that "the human conscionsﬁeaa
eun be instantsaneously extended out of the body to remote -
places and events,"” and that "mentsl impressions and sight

1

and sound sensations can be communicated et a distance withe

out physical means " 90

However, we found no evidence to
Justily any statement on ouvr part that Rosicrucianism has
premedicatively drawn rrom Theosophy. We feel quelified
only to point out a basic resémblance, and there let the

matter rest,

23, A. C. Cadmus, Op. cit., p« 857, An czomple of the
Rosicrucian bent of mind is Peracelsus, fifteenth century
physiclan in Germany, whom AMORC points to with pride as
having been a member of the movement in his day. Relevant
to this discussion of pantheism is this descriptioa.of hims
"Fundsmentally, his thinking is based on a visionary Lcoe
Platonic philosophy in which the life of man is regarded
as ingeparable from that of the universe." TFor Parscelsus
the scriptural "dust of the earth" that composes man 1s
primaerily a compound of salt, sulphur, and mercury. "It
1s the separation of these mystic elements in man that
causes sickness; « + . the failure of . « . an occult vi=-
tal force which is situated in the stomach. "Paracelsus,”
Enc%clogedia Britannica, fourteenth edition, XIX, p. 251.

3 i in P Szg%olica . 463,
30 ﬁ‘é‘étiﬁ{_’é_g_-"rf_;__%‘if rp- . =
PREITZLARF MEMORIAL LIBKAKY
CONCORDIA SEMINARY
ST. LOUIS, MO.
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4. Antichristisn. For the writer of this thesis,

at least, a discussion of Rosicrucian philosophy would be
without practical benefit if it did not include an evalue
ation of AMORC's teachings in the light of Christianity.
That we have come to consider Roslcrucian as grossly anti-
Christian, finds adequate support, we feel, in the following
paragrapha,

Ve are atruck first of all by the difference in the
concept of God as held by Christians on the one hand and
Rosicrucians on the other. The God of the Christian is a
Triune God who manifests Himself by the evidence of the
nature He has created as a transcendental Being; by His
revelation in Jesus Christ, the Man Who is also true God;
and by His Holy Spirit, through Whom He works in the human
hearts of those who accept the redemption from sin He pro-
fers in the Atonement of Christ. |

To the Rosicrucisn, God is "the God of our hearts,"
the God "which we conceive, which we can be conscious of,
which sooner or later manifest in that strange intimacy
within us." Thia is really a restatement of the foregolng
section in our thesis on pantheism. Thus, it is poasible
for the Rosierucian (unlike the Christian who considers
his religion the only true one) to say: "There never was
a false God, nor was there ever really a false religion,
unless you call a child a false man, " Again: "When the
so-called heathen prays to or worships anc idol he is not
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worshipping a false God, but rather a false interpretation

" of the one true living God, the God that he is trying te

1deslize, attempting to interpret--the @od of his h.lrt.'31

Secondly, an aasential of Christianity is fnithn-nlu
in matters that are beyond human experience. In contmt,
“the Rosicrucians ever held that one could not know of any-
thing except through personal experisnce Emhee if.;l ny’au{
cal approaelg e« ¢« » « It is customary for a mystic to say
that he either knows or doea not know when apeaking of the
experiences, problez;:s, or facts of life and nature; nothing
is accepted by him on faith, and he has no beliefs Jitalics
ours]."32

Our third consideration is of extreme importance in .
emphasizing the "poles apart" natures of Christianity snd
Rosiorucisnisa, In the former, Jesus Christ ia true God

and trus Man=-simultanecusly. In the latter, He is only

one of the great n_mﬁters of religion. Roaiocrucianism de= -

nies many aspects of the record of Christ in the Four Gos-

pels, 6. g., Eis birth in Bethlehem, that the true atory

of the crucifixion is really known,35 and "that there was

a _mirncu].ous resurrection."S4

3l. Rosicrucian Hannal, p. 167, :

32« IBIEO. De IB »®

33. Th. Grasbner, A Eandbook of Org ntlo_n_g, Concordia
Publishing House, St. “Louls, 1048,

34e Th. Bngﬁldﬂl'. ed, Qt &1., ?OE §!!_b°11“. Pe 474.
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A fourth antichristian characteristic of Rosicrucianism

(and one that is a natural result of the first thres) is

\ .
its work-righteousness aspect, "True happiness consists

s« » « in good life, « « « in living understendingly. HNeither
is it great 1eafning but good will that joins men to God."H9
Man can make his bwn heaven or hell. He may choose either
right or wrong, “%ut the result of his choice will sutomat=-

ically follow, and this inevitable result constitutes a

manifestation of the law of compensation. He who chooses

rightly . « « becomes the master of his fate « « . ."96

(A1l the italics in this last guotation are ours,)
A fifth conflict between AMORC!'a philosophy and the =

hristian religion is the Rosicruclian acceptance of rein-
carnation. To the Christian, it is appointed for man “once
to die, but then the judgment."S7 According to AMORC, “the
doctrine of reincarnation 1s still a dependablse and.provon
solution to the important problems of life. . « . Intell=
1gent men and women have discovered that the biased and
unfair attacks made on . « « reincarnation by some religious
writers and by some scientists were for the purpose of taking

away from men and women the one great answer to all their

35. lastery of Life, P« 7«
36. Solf Mastory and Fate, p. 38

37 « ﬁesi & e
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questions, and the great light which enables thex to meet
their dolly problems and attsin nmastership sni success "S5

In summary of its antichriatiun character we quote
Pr. Nuellers

flogicrucian phllosophy 1s tharefore a
pantheistie and evolutioniatie form of un-
poliel + « o« « Amid 811 €he wsarying non=
sanse of its endless verblage this is its
cardinal teaching: The spirit of man, by
endlesa striving aend salf-iapravement through
countleas cyclea of birtns and rebirths ate
taina to perfection and thus to essential un-

»ion with Gode From beginning to end it is
therefore diamatrically oppoaed to the Chrigte
ian religlon, which i%¥ doniaes 1n its entirsty,
as in every individunl docirine. Roslicruce
ianlsm racogniges no Holy Trinity in the
senae of the Christian Religion, + « » NO
aslvation Ly faith in Christ's blood, no
hesven end hell in the asnse of Soripture.

Ik uses practlically all these terma, butb
only to misuse them in other baaically
henthen desigraticns.S?

Having cvoncluded our trestment of the actual philoso=
phy of ANORC, we wish to touch Juet Lriefly on the two re-
meining pheses, methods z.d foundations:

5. Methods. We wish bto touch just briefly on the method
of instruction that AMHORC employ: to disseminaie 1iis phil-
osophy. ; : :

Af'ter the Initistec has teen accepted. into the Order--

" ‘usudlly through correspondence--ho receives twelve weekly -

sesled envelopes containing the secret and private monograpns,

23. Anonymous, Why Are ¥e Here?, a pamphlet, Hoslcrucizn
rreas, San Jose, cEI*Iorn*a, PP» TP» E=3e
39, lineller, op. ':'.tf, pPa 811,



42

lessons, end instructions of the First Degree. Following
are several sample topics from the monographs, lectures,
and exercises of the First Degree: "Ybjective and Coamie
Consciousness, The Brain and Mind, The Heaning of Numbers,
Experiments in Developing Psychlec Consciousness, The Life
Force," etc,40 7

The member, after completing thls first series, is
then ready to take his Second Degree. And once again he
must work through a similar collection of topics. This
process continues through all the nine degrees.

All Rosicrucian members are urged to visit the heade
quarters of AMORC in San Jose, If at all possible, where
library facilities are available for fratres and sorores
with studious natures. ;

C. Foundations. This phase has been covered extensively

in the first chapter on the history of the drder. Hovever;
a summarizing statement on the sources used by Rosicruecian
adherents belongs also in thias chapter on philosophy. Im
chgpter one we pointed out the possibility that AMORC is
aﬂ:brgunization propounding the views collected and assim= -
ilated by one man, H. Spencer Lewls, whose statements he
apparently felt should be accepted a priori as true. AMORC

Brother Andrea comments on the origins and foundations of.

40. Rosicrucian iManual, p. 47.
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the philosophy in a manner similar to the assumptions of
Lewis:

Obviously, for those who do not accept
this fact of the existence of . . . Masters.
[fi.e., those persons who have had full
knowledge of the wisdom that the Order
claims to possess, and who have trans-
mitted it secretly down through the yearé],<
the technique of the Master and of his
disciple can have little significance
« « » o Its [Rosicrucianism's] laws
and principles must emanate from per-
fected technlcians who are conversant with
that realm.4l

And to those who comsent to abide by statements like the
above, broad is the way that leads to The Ancient Order

Rosae Crucisli

41, Raymond Andrea, The Technigue of the Discigle, Rosi-
cruclan Press, San Jose, chITornga, 1935, pp. 9-10.
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