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Pollow-up Work

Hoody used one very affective method by which to canent relation
ghips with those who had become interasted and arcused Ly his preaching.
He egtalilished "inguiry rouns® which were locabed nsar the public
platformie Psfore the closing bensdictlon was spoken, interested persons
woilld come to those roumms. Thers Moody ond his associates wonld attempt
%o Llead thom to makp o definite end imediate comitment to Ohrist,5d

The inquizy rooms used in the New York cempalgn were set uwp as
follesms: Thners wore two "gensrdl directors" and sixtesn "Christian
leadera,¥ lach leader hod opproximabely twalve helpers;y thus there
were usunlly two leaders and aboub twenty-five helpers in each of the
geven inguivy rooca: that were in use.sa

In Brookiyn, these inquiry rocs were held in nedghboring
churches,®d Here the converts were divided into dlasses and were
plased undax uhccareofsuborstommcmgmgaﬂmﬂxqmeﬂr
belonged. >

Aside fron the fact thab there veré scmetimes other evangelists
mw:dimamwtoanfammrkmrwamﬁmss
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523, Wilbar Chapmm, ope Cites Po 163
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there seam to have been few other offorts to make sure that converted

persons becems comnscied with a church.
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CRAPTER IIX

PREACHING M5THODS USED BY HCODY

In this chaptexr, an atieapt will be made to clarify the varicus
schenes and techniguos which were emplayed by Meody in his preaching
style,

Use of the Bible

Barly in his caveer Noody learncd the importance of Bitlical
presohing, Henry ioorchouse, the Mglish Bille preacher, visited
Hoody's church in Chicago one day and later said, "If you will stop
preaching your cwa words and preach God's Word, you will meke yourself
@ great power for goode"t From that time an, "his first, last, and
only weepon of warfave was the Inglish Bible.es™

Moody wag a repentance preacher like John the Baptist;3 thus one
of his favorite toxte wess

Do not decoivedy God is not mockeds for whatsoever a man

Boweth, that shall he dlso resp. For he that soweth to his
ﬂenh:’:hallorﬂaeﬂeahreapcormpuan|h¢hathatmnﬂ

1y, Wilbur Chepman, The Life and Work of L. Moody (New
Haven, Commecticubs mﬁ?ﬁﬁu- :%‘

%Gemalicl Bradford, Do Lo Hoody, 4 Horker ia Soule (New Yorks
Georgo H. Doran Co., ©+1927)s Pe Sl

dnarles R. Srdsan, D. L. Moody, [iis Hessage for Today (Chicagos
Tlening T, Reveld Coo, S.Dm,'ﬁ.

'halb 6' 7-89
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Tet it must be sald that he was primarily a Gospel preacher,® and s
_mosséges almest always conbalned a strong dlement of Joy as is found in
Tule 2:10, "Rehold, I bring you good tidings of great joye"

The bools of Isaiah was one of Woody's favorites. One day, an
orthedox chuwrelman asked him for a copy of his beliefs, MHoody answereds
"It's already in print and circulationy the fifty-third chapter of
Xsedah,®® In his use of this and other books of the Bible he wasted
no time cn higher critical theories. He once remarked at & convention:

I don't see wiy you men ave talking about “two Isaiah'ss®

half of the poople in the country do not know there is one

oy eyt gt L

Yoody lesrned froa Henry Hoorehouse a rather unique method of
using the Bible in evangelistic mestings. He conducted "Bible Readw
ingn,® whlch consisted in gathering very carefully a mumber of texts
videh spoke of the smmo truth. At the meeting, each text was read,

1lusgrated and applied.’
Use of Illustraticons

A study of Moody's use of illustrative material in his preaching
reveals that his main source of illustretions was the Bitle, He spoke
of ¥Bible Charscters, Bible pareliles, of Bitle incidants, of Bible

5Chaxi.es Re Erdman, cpe Sites Pe 82,

S yman Abbabs, smzmttea es (Garden City, New
Yorks Doubleday, Page 6ol Coes ¢ 'E%IBWE—

?Jo Wilbuy Chapman, Lo EE-; De 288,
emurlns Re Brdman, Ope _ﬂ!-_'_b_os PPo 11«2,
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tmt!m"g For instance, his semon on the prodigal son was actually
one 11lustration throughout the semon, He took the pareble of Jesus,
and applicd each incident in the story to the clrowmstances of his
day 10

Hoody al.so followed the practice of grouping a series of Bible
mmowi,norderthMapM. In his book,; Sowing and
Reaping, he is polnting out how sin leaves ita scars, oven though the
ain itsalf is forgiven, In order to support his statement he uses the
following grmzp of illustrationss

God forgave Moscs and Aavon for thelr sins, bub both suffered
the pmaltysc.eJacob became a "prince of God® at the ford of
Jabbolk, tub to the end of his days he carried in his body the
mariks of his struggles FPaul's thorn in the flesh wes notn
ranoved, oven alber the most earnest and repeated prayer.

Hoody also used much 31lustrative material which ho gathored from
the writings and sermons of other nen. He was not a plagiarist, yet
he always siesed upon every cpportunity to make use of any material
which might malie his message move appealing and more forceful.l2
Hoody's gon relauted how his father collosted illustrative material from
othar preacherss ™ith what keenness he listencd to other preachors

for good thonghts and illustrations, and how his face 1it up as he %ok

gmoa Pe 82.

10p, 1., Glad Plélnes (Philedelphias B B. Treat Co., 0.1876),
wpe ol Ve S8 DR

Uy, 1., Moody, Scwing and R (Londont Horgan and Scott,
°-1595)amo9h-5: ﬂfél’%oﬂﬁemwnofthethm
iinstrations.)

lzﬂhaﬂea Ro Crdmang Opo _G_!-E.' Pe 88.
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out, the motebook wiiich he kept in his hip-pocket®™ In this notebook
he Jotted down any phrése, illiustration, or sermon outline which he
thought ocould be of uses

Hoody 8180 fourd pertinent thoughts while resding the works of men
1ike Spurgeon, Beecher, Talmadge, Luther, and others. These thoughts
he later collected and arranged according to the Scripture passages to
vlu.chtﬁwappliedulh

The following obscrvations were made after the study of Lowr
different chapters in Moody's book, Sowing and Resping: we found &
total of sixty-six illustrations, Of these, seventeen were Bible
11lustrations, seven came from personal experience, seventeen from
everyday 1ife, three from fiction, and twenty-two fvcm historys’
These fowr chapters (ome, two, five, seven) are equivalent to four
short revival sermons. Thus he used an average of approximately
sixteen i1llusirations in every sermon. This does not include his meny
qQuotations from famous mens®

Style of Delivery

Unlike many evangelists, Moody's style of delivery was couver-

13y, R. Hoody, The Life of Dwight L. Noody (New York: Fleming H.
Revell Go.. o 3500}, o bt o DS

n‘A 1lecti ofmhmteﬂ.elisembodiodinuuwlm,om
Thousand g:d ﬁ%:_uﬂta from My Library (Chicagos Fleming He
m’“m’ 0

lsﬂmler "history® were included {11lustrations relating little in-
mmmwwmmmmmm:mmn.

. 160. L m,gmﬂm,pp.sﬂ.,m.nﬂ.,pp-ﬂﬁ.
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sational and natural.l? Tet his vedce had such strength that fifteen
to twenty thousand people could hear him at one tine, and this withoub
the aid of our modern loudspeaker systems. In Bdinburg, Scotland, he
preanhad to twenty thousand people in one cpeneair service,18

Abbott relates thab slthough Noody was "intense.in spirit," he was
nevertheless "quiet in method, generally conversational in tone, never
shouted, rarely was dramatic,ece® It cannot be said that Moody's
sermons vere highly emotionals nelther was the reaction to them unduly
demonstrative. “RExcitement; yes; he wanted excitement and belleved in
1%; tat a true frodtful, spiritual excitensnt, not the morbid meni-
festations of encroaching hysteria.,*20 Although Moody was not highly
emoblonal., nevertheless he had an ®earnestness that could be felt as
the speaker pleaded with the pesple to yleld their wills to God. 2

Koody?s style of delivery was dlso kindly and sympathetic. By his

quietness of style and by his disaming earnestness, he pade people feel

his love for than. ®Tven thongh he vicioudly demounced sin, he never-

theless tenderly spproached simers.”22 Moody tells us the method which

he erployed in crder o make pecple fesl that ho was earncstly and

lonorties R Exdnan, op. cltes pe 98
%-, Po Slo

1t yman Abott, ope Citey Pa 200,
2Geamaiiel Bradford, ope Cites Pe T2¢

Ay boch Rove, Hodern Pethfinders of Christienity (Chlcagos
Flening s Nevell oo oiSE)y 5o 8080

#Charles R, Hrdmen, ope Gites Pe 100,
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gingerely interested in them a3 individuals, He says, "I always
selest a fow pecple in the audience here and thare, to whom I speak.
If T can interest them and hold their attention, I have the entire
audience,”?3 His style of delivery was free from all attempt ab
elegance in phimse or diction.2d Wverything, espocially his choice of
words, was very real and polgnamt. In his sermon seriss entitled,

Sowing and Reapine, he 1s polnting out how nations always tring destruce

tion wpon theussives when God is forgotten. He mentions that France

suppressed Teligion during the eighteenth cantury and then sayss

The Bible was suwppraessed and God was denled, Hell Lroke loose.

Half the clhildren born in Pards were bastards, iore than a

million of persong were beheadod, shobt, droumed, oubmged,gﬂ

done to death batween September, 1792, and Decenber, 1795,
Fotiee the tewrse, short phrases and sententes, in addibtion o the
striking cholee of words,.

Hr. Moody was nob concernad about extensive logical argument in

his sermons; however, he did follow a certein method so as to give his

Sermons & progression of thought.

-
The proacher .Hoody' gob a thorough hold of his subject. Then
he chos= topics that would dewelope it, sometines cumlatively,
sometimes Ty contrast, and handled then one by ons with direct
vi 8 of appeal, so @8 to bring the whole home to his aud-
itors. i
Hoody's style of delivery was very rapid and also very brief, He

m”n. L Hoody, To ALl People (Wew Yorks E. B. Trest Co., ce1077),
p' ] et

%mrlaa R. Frcmen, Opa .g-_t_oa De 99

%D, L. Hoody, Sowing and Reaplng, Pe 1le
eamalicl Bradfords ope clbes Pe 105

S e e e




e

spoke ab the vaie of approxisately two hundred and thirty words per
mimate;?7 thus such errcrs of spesch as "ain't," taint,” "comint,®
wers hordly notloed boceuse of s vapldlty of dolivery.? Tiis
abllity to spesk repidiy coinelded with his belief that an evangclist
ghould prsach short semmons. He saide

Then these 'Gospel mectinga cught to be shorb. I finda

great many ere killed boomase they are 400 longe.<.long

sermons dvive pecple out of the spirit befors the meeblng

is over, Vhen the people lsave, they axe glad to go hame,

arxl cugnt to go hume, ¥ow, you send the pecple away hungry

and they will wznt to comd betitesee

Felnon Miale suns up Moody'o style of delivery by stating that
"o ottraight Forwardness, sbmlicity, and sernestness gave his preache

ing an sppeul wmatched by auy of his ecntemporaries,®30
Oubstending Chavactayistics of Moody's Preaching

fne of tho culstanding chersctoristics of Moody's preaching lies
in its accent on tho positive, Moody did not waste time with religious
conbroverailalists, but felt that religlous argumentation did more ham
than good, He would stabe his bellefs with definite firmmess and con-
viction, bub he did nob spead & lot of time with those uho differed with
M3 Noody's cilef godl wes %o save souls and ho did not belleve that

v —

10 pablisherts zote on page 411 of Do L. Hoody's Gled Tdings.
%ﬁ Ro E.-‘.i'.'dmm, Eﬂ E&‘Eo. De 98l

2D, 1. Moody, To A1 Peopls, Pe 52

ya)son Hanfred Blake, A Shorb wﬁ
- Book Coey Iﬂcag’m Po °

acha'rlas R, Frdmuan, 8De _d-_?_o, Pa 8k
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canroversy was & means for reaching that goal,32

Throughoul his eatire life, he was always seecking harmony between
veliglons, and This desire was constantly echoed in his preaching. He
seemad o zense an “ulber nscessity® for peace and conciliation in the
“face of the cacroaching dominion of evil,"33 We must not asswne, howe
ovor, that ir. Hoody was weak and vacillating, umilling to uphold
tzuth., He was delinitely a Muagnificent fighter," but his chief role
wes that of & peacemakered

Secorrily, Hoody's message was practical and closely knit with
everydsy 1i€e, lils wind slmply @4 nob think in abstractions. Being
intengely human himeelf, he "spoke as one vho was consclously addressing
Impaen boings.23% He umdersiood that one of the best weys in uhich to
mobivate soneons to aclion wes appesl to the heart instead of the hoads
tims, ho stirred the encbions, withoub reducing his appeals to senbl-
mentelity. B

Another cutstending characberistic of Hoody's preaching was its
slmplicity, "ils ideas weve simple. GSo wore his sontences, as woll as
his words.® An average of one oub of cight words that he wced contained
more than cne sylisble.3l

o0, cit.

3gamalia) Bradford, gp. cite, P. 238e
3",1_@_4., Po 237,

Beharies R, Tntesn, ope Cibes Pe B
Broo, cit.

ﬂmw,mmm, : 4n Tims of Reconstruction (Creat
Heck, Now Yori: The Pulpit > GelJlb); Pe 20
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This complete sbmplicity and extrene homeliness of style worked as
a pooitive sdvamtuge in Hr, Moedy's faver, He was looking only for the
approval of hic message by the hearers, His apparent carelessness of
form and dsamning wivplicity emhasized Ms singleness of purpose.3d

Finally, the message of Duight L. Moody was a Christian mossage,
and thereln lzy iis greclest strength. "It cammot be said of ell
preachera that the contre and sum of thelr preaching is Jesus Christ.
That could be sald of Hoodye® s

3B11150m Cloaver Wilkinson, Hodern Masters of Pulpit Discourse
(Mew Yori Punk and Wagnalls Coey GelDIS); D 300s

39(‘»11&1‘1&5 5, Irdmon, OPe _(E:-_En; Po 90.




CHAPTZR IV
THE EDUCATIONAL AGRICIES RMPLOYED BY MOOIX

Hoody himself rocelved very little formal education. Althcugh he
was & dillgent student of the Eible, he never attonded a theological
institution of axy kind end was never ordained as a minister of the
gospel. He was kcenly aware of the handlcap which a lack of education
cen place unen @ worker in the kingdemy and in order that pecple might
be adequately trained to witnsss for their Lord, Kocdy founded several
different educetional institutions. In this chapter, we shall meke a
study of the methods which Moody and his associates employed in these
schoola.

Hoody was intevested in seeing $o 4t that his schools would sup=
ply the bsst of modern thought, that they would be thoroughly up~to-
date in &1l modarn methods and equipment, that they would be staffed
ty cometent md trostworthy instmctors. Bub sbove all, he was inter-
eated in scoing to 4t that the Hord of God would serve as a foundation
for averything that was taughtet

Koody Bible Institute

Moody saw that there wes a definite need for training laymen, not
to be pasters, but to help in various forms of Christian activity such
88 canvassing, advertising revivals, and working in tho inquiry roomSe

orke
Laemalie] Bradford, De Ls Moody, A Worker in Souls (New ¥
Gearge H. Doran Co., Ce1927)5 p'.%: R P A
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fle degired particulasly that laymen should kmow the basiec truths of
the Christian nessege weoll enough so that they might help in leasding
obthers to Christ., This was one of the original purposes for founding
the "Billle Worker Institube,” which later came to be known as "Hoody
Biblle Ingtitube,*2

It was in no saquze a theologiesl seminary. It was never designed
to be, MNor was it to be a supplament to the education which could be
obbained through & profecsional thedlogical institutionsd It was a
training school for those who were "called of Cod" into Christlan work
%00 1ote in 1ifo to become ministers, end for those who wisied to
"davote their time to Chrlstian work while pursuing some other
calling, vk

Anothor purpose of the Eilile Institute was to train women to go
from house to house es "Bilile veaders? and "clty missionaries,” MNiss
Frma E, Dryer wes pioked by Moody to conduct this type of evangelistic
woric,5

The courses of training indluded systematic study of the Bitdle
and instruction in various foms of Christian service, A musical de-
pertent was slso established for those who were intending to serve in

Ztharlco R, Erdman, D, Lo Hiis Negsage for Today (Chicago:
M Hs Revell Co., ;obm,%;—

33, Wilbur Chapmen, The Iife and Work of L, Hoody (New
Haven, Comecticubs Butier and Rigers CelJ00)s Pe 239

l"lfh‘l-ﬂ- o « {Chapter thirty-four from which this excerpt was
m’ﬁ "'ﬂpt£3w ée?. Ho K. m I.MJJ-

*hmﬂ B¢ Exdnon, pe E}_EQ, Ps 129




