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CHAPTER I
INTRODUGTION

Te the mind of ‘-:-'este:-n. Christendom the Christology of
Paul's Lettsr to the CGolossians, particularly of Colossians
1:15-20, s ~p% %e assenm strange and remote, for Christ's re-
demptive work iz presented here in relation to the coasmos.
The Yestern Uhurch from early times has concerned 1taell nore
with Christ'a verson than with His work, tending toward a
secular view of the universe and a lack of lntereat in the
rlgen, axnlted Lor-:'i.l In reecent centuries Henalssance in-
dlviduslise slsc has hemspered the Church with a dlatorted em-
rhasia on aersonul relationship with God which obscures the
vider impliocetions of Christ's redemptive work for nature and
history.® Although the Lutheran Church possessea in Luther's
theology = rich source of insight into God's activity in the
historical process, it has not fully utilized its heritage,
due in part %o Aristotelian 1nf].uence.3 :

The Letter to the Colossians allows no room for a static

conception of God; in striking terms it oresents what all of

lotto A. Pipar, "The 3avior's Fternal Work," Interore-
fation, III (July, 19%9), 286-7.

zﬁti‘o A. Piper, God in Histery (New York: #iscmlillan Co.,
1939), ». 49,

3 (ﬁto
Louls.Jaroelav d. Pel!.!mn. ¥ron Luther & 51?. _p&afk,‘!;-%

Soncordia Pudblishing iimzsﬂ,
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Sorivture witnesses: God wightlly 2% work in the world
through Hls Son our Lord, This vidw of redemntion and his-
tory centers in Christ, wl'_t_.ose“'a;toning vork reveals God's
nlan for the world and lﬁ whom all creation finds 1fa pur-
pcgc., Such a perspective nlso glves ths membars of Christ's
body & richsr conceptlon of thelir role in God's economy of
reﬁ.a‘mptlcn and & greater eympathy for the revelations of
golence and the develoonents of hlstory."’

The surpose of fhie thesis i1z to present an intsrpre-
tation of Cclossiane 1il5-20 frcm the viewpoint of Chriat's
lordship, 2ad %o provide an introduction to the sxsgetical

provlemz o the Lotter to the Coloasslans.

45, B, Lightfoot, Bf. Paul's Epistles to the Jo

Jologalang
an 6_1)'._9_ Pnilemon {Gighth edition; Londoni Hacmillan and Co.,
358 3

Do 115,




CHAPTER IX
THE AI¥M OF PAUL'S LETTER TQ THE CHURCH AT COLOSSAE

)a‘mrlously Faul is pointing his letter toward a partic-
ular sifiuation at Coloesae caused by certain false tesachers.
The heresy trcubling the congregation has a Judalc tinge,
urging observance of ceremoniasl laws; it demands ssceticlsnm
throué,'h abstinence of various kinds; and these elements are
woven lntc an esctsaric ohilosovhy, a speculation concerned
about spiritual beings. That the angels, 2:18, are objects
of worship is not csrtain., Aa Theodor Zahn points out, the
brief refercnce tc fz&‘ydﬂ?’/g 7er oé—;:{}wr is not
sufficient basis for elaborating a system of angel worship.
The parallel use of fffdkz‘/o{ in 2i23 urgee that 2:18 re-
fers mersly to an external religlosity aping that of Mselﬂ-l
In general tho heretic:l group seems to assume an attitude
of arrogance and proud exolusivenese, Jjudging by Paul's re-
peated reference to "every man" as reciplent of the Gospel,
1:28.

How can we ac-:eount for this curious mixture of teach-
ings? Lightfoot presents an oxtensive, carsfully documented

argument for a Gnostlc-Essens heresy rooted in a dualism

trans-

Thecdor zan, mm.%an
lated from the third editlon Ediubur . Olark.

1909), I, 468-9. Addltional grammat 1oa1 and. contaxt
evidence'is oited.

s < ™ S | e



s
which viewe matter as evil and thersfore attributes creation
to CGod only through the mediation of a succession of smana-
ting demi-gods.® The ALfficulty 1s (and Lightfoot notes 1it)
that the heresy =zketohed in Coloaslans cannot be identirfied
accurstaly elfther with Essenlsn or with later full-fledged-
Gnoaticlsm., Although some rudimentary eiementa of demiurgioc
doctrine vrobably were present, we dars not impose upon ths -
Colozalan congregatlion the apsculative systems of later
centuries, The terms used for members of the spirit world
in 1316 and 2:13 werse derived from Judaism and were no doub$
ghared by the heratlocs; thalr source 1s not Gnosticism.?
The heresy vutlined in the letter 1a a unique comblnation.
F. Prat remcrke, "If 1% bo Esaenism, it is not the Eesenism
of Paleatine; and if it is Gnosticlsm, it 1s not the Gnostic-
lem of the zecond century.”  Ernst Lohmeyer in his commen-
tary on Colossleng oublines an latricate theory of Hellen-
istic philosophie origin combined with Judale ethicsl prac-
tlce, but sdmits, "Ubsr das geschichtlichen Auftreten dieser

£ s Enistleq fo the Colog
Jd. B. Lightfoot, 8%. 2 zo
A!I%Gto Phi;emon i‘ E!.ghth eds.tion, London: cmillan and Co.,

D. L1k,
3Heinrich 4. V. Meyer, Critleal and land-
$. o olas , and
-—-E %o the Epiatles %o the W?ﬁ%ﬁ»n e

%0 Philewmon, translated from the fourth
¥unk and Yagnsils, 1885), p. 232

&4 Paul, translafed
Fernand Prat, The Theologzy of St =
from the first ediflon (London: Burns, Uates, and Wach

burna, Ltd., 1955), I, 285.




5
'Philosophie’ wissen wir nichts. . . .5 Nor do we know

how comnletely the heresy had inflltrated the Colossian
congregation,

A number of interpreters have assumed that because so
many terme ocour which have striking parallels in Gnostic
literature, The latter cannot be Paul's. It' is quite prob-
.able that here as elsewhere in the New Teatm;:ant terme are
used which are common to the opponents! vocabulary, for po-
lemlic effect, such as q‘a//é 3 f)r@’//:ﬂa‘_/j and
possibly ,-7',7.’452’9@44«, .6 And 1t must be noted that
the content of the letter is by no mesans Gnostic. Ernat
Percy asks pertinently that 1f there is a Gnostic influence
wpon the thought world of Colosslans, then where are the
dlstinctive Gnostic dootrines of redemption: pre-existence
of souls, and the identification of Redeemer with aouls‘P?
The concept of (od as Oreator and Redeemsr in the form of
the incarnate Logos is distinectly Ohristian;® in the Letter

SErnet Lohmeyer, Dile B;i e an Philipper, an die
(Hein

Kologger, . . &, NMeyer Kritisch-
Eomaer g N e e oai'ious Togtament. Eientn

exogetlacher ‘ .
edition; Goettingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1930), p. 8.

GLimtfuot' _.0_2. guo. DPe 98"100.
TErnat Percy, "Zu den Problemn des Kolosser- und Epheser-

briefes," Zoitsohrift Noutestauoptlisin X
xﬁeg;'gyﬁ;ﬁ ﬁgﬁ Hisohe, XLIIT (1930-1951), 19%.

- 8 . @ 3
Floyd V. Filson, The New Testmment sZainat %!. Environ
Eent (Ghlgagm Henry'negnery Company, 1950}, Ds JO-

s 1B e 17

o S-SRI’ E TP



é
to the Colosslone 1% appears against the hazy backdrop of
& heresy difficult fio classify.

A number of points are certain, shown by the letter it-
gelf, The Trlse teaching -.ts a pagan syncretism of Judalc,
speculatlive, and ascefilec elements closely interwoven, as
Paul's antithesls, 2:8-23, indlcates. Phrygla at this time
was fertile soll for such bizarre religlous !wbrida.9 The
deceit of thelxr wisdor, 2:8, consiated in buiid.‘l.ng a re-
ligious system not on chriat but according to thelr own
crude notions, and in relying upon vislons rather than hold-
ing fast to Christ, 2:18-19. Their Judalsm demanded ohser-
vances sbolished by the reality of Christ, 2:16-17. And
their asceticlsm, 2:21-23, 18 2 deluded attempt to bridge
the gap betwsen cre:ture and Creator. These known factors
in the hereay, seen through Paul's eyes, have the common de—
nominator of threabtening the Colosalan Christians! hold on
Christ, the Head of the Church.

Pavl's strategy in hie latter is not a gystematic re-
futation. Hs simply places in bold coﬁtra.st the utter pre-
eminence of Christ, leaving only mesger traces of the false
teaching. 1¢  wme hub of Prul's presentation 1s 1:15-20, in
which he showe how completely superior Christ is to all

things, spiritusl and physical. The section is not a philo-

%Prat, on. cit., p. 286.

1°thmey€=r, 09 m- ¢ Pe 3.



7
sophical exéurau; 1ts purpoae is to show how inferior the
imitation religion of the heretics is in establishing a re-
lationship with God. There can be no man made ladders,
whether mystlic or ascetlic, up to heaven.

Ultimately Paul 1s concerned about the spiritual 1ife
and growth of his readers. He prays that they might inorease
in wiledon, _1:9, but only in order that they might lead a
life worthy of the Lord, 1:10, Their spiritual insight is
surely not theoretical, for Paul's tenjohmg concerning the
profound implications of Chriet's lordship is aimed at one
result: "As therefore you received the Lord, so live 1n
him . . . ,%2:6,1' The third and fourth chapters of the
letter show how this life in comuunion with the exalted
Christ works out in every member of His body, in every
stratum of soclety. _

The context of the first chapter reveals Peul's hearty
thankfulness for thelr splritual progress, and his continual
prayer thet they might receive desper insight into God's
vill through the working of the Spirit. Their fulness of
wisdom 1a to find expression in every sort of good work, in- -
oluding especislly that of thankfulnese %o God for thelr
resoue from the Devil's power and for their ghare in the
blessed kingdom of Jesus Christ their Lord.

1R, viged Standard Version.



CHAPTER IIX
THE LORD OF CREATION, 1i15-17

The point of departure for Col. 1:15-20 is that God has
reacued ug from Satan'e rule of darkness and transferred us
into the kingdom of His beloved Son, verse 13. Our particl-
pation in the inheritance 1s due entirsly to God's action,
verse 12, through Christ, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins, verse 14, Paul's desoription is high-
ly comprehensive, condensing in such terms as F’cﬂcédé K70
B LAsI% and x72A u??cdo‘/j the entire Old
Teatament hops of full redemption in Ohrist.® In order that
this redemption may not seem to be an incidental svent, nor
our entrance into Christ's kingdom merely a subjective ex-
perience, Paul points out the wider implications of the Sav-

lor's redeeming work. 2

Whe is the King into whose realm we have been placed?

In onawer Paul guspends verses 15-20 by means of relative

olauses in verse 15 and in verse 18, %o show Christ's full
lordship over the universe and over the Churoh.

‘Emet Loﬁmeyer ‘ ;(mm ap die gmum. dis
. Pm' Hewnrioh A. ¥, Herer

edition; Goettingen. Vandenhoeck & Ruﬂ!‘”hta 1930), p. 51.

201:1:0 A, Piper, "The gavior's Eternal Work, " Interpre-
, III (July, 1949), 290.

\

-
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Christ is the -!';/rabr 7oU &rol 7o or'ogu/rav « The
Oreator God who 1s beyond comparison, Isalah 40:18, is re-
venled from eternity in His Son, E;«’d{f in general
Gresk usage excludes mers imitation. H. Kleinknecht says of
the élaaaical usege, ". . . nicht nur eine Abschwidchung,
gleichasam eine schlechte Nachbildung elner Sache, sondern
das Inerschelnungtreten geradezu des Kerns, des Wesens eliner
Sache."? Gerhard Kittel sums up the New Testament meaning,
"Im KT 18t durchweg in dem 'Bilde’' das Urbild selbst, dle
abgebildete (Gestalt selbst, ale in ihrem Wesen sichtbar ge-
dacht. **

As used in verse 15 the tern echoes the o 77

0?{06';73«';3} XT7oU  of verse 1%, connoting a bond of

closest intimacy between the Father and the Son, who from
eternity has been ;vpa\_; 7'2&’ f’éd{’ , John 1i1l. The Son
as é/k’ta;;" i@ Ood in the fullest sense of the tera, and
yet there is a dletinction between the original and the :una.se.
for the original makes possible the 11!880-5 The & / A ""/
18 the person through whom God hag expressed Himself 1n re-
lation to the universe. John 1:18 desoribes the culmination

of this revelation in the incarnate Logos, "h.° has given the

3Gerhard Kittel, Theologlaches ¥erierkuch zun jouen
Mﬁuttga;t' W. Kohlhemmer, 19350, II, 38

“Ivag., p. I9m.
5Piper, op. oit., D. 293-
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authoritative unfolding of the God whom no one has ever seen:
Ly =i wov /raﬁ wor rol mrrpa_} exEIves
z)'éuy/aygﬂr o - E/,A’«J? thus includes the connota-
tions of )(«g«/(rz/(/a » the accurate impression of God,
and of &F%agfag,@a » the active effulgence, as desoribed
in Hebrews 1l:3. The atatementa in the following verses con-
cerning Christ'’s lordship are made within the framework of
Hie relationship with the Father and of the Father's relation
through Him to the world.

The first sphere of the Son's lordship is oreation: ﬂ?w-
7"&;'0/?6?__; 7*;@' kﬂ;fag . It may well be asked here
why the redemptive work of Chriet i1s grounded in the act of
oreation. Lohmeyer replies, .

gt iyl e

Funktionen einer und derselben Gestalt; weil der Er-

18ser auch Hittler der Schépfung ist, 1st die Eglaauns

absolut erfillt und unerschitterlich begrindet.

73‘»’»@7‘&4&&_@ in verse 15 has the primary meaning
of priority in time, but gains the flavor of pre-eminence
through 01d Testamment usage, as Lohmeyer points out, "Alles
Eratgeborsne ist in AT deshalb gewelht; der Alteste ist in
Recht und Religion, Familie und Volk, Herr seines Geachlechtes,

sein Bewahrer und Erhalter.”! Pealm 89:28 (Septuagint: 88

28) 18 an illuminating parallel whioh some rabbinic sources

SLohmeyer, op. git.s P 5
?I-m‘| ';Jl 56.
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Wyl mowrorotor
///g. caac xOror, J/&Jd’/ Wo‘r 7o/
BacsAs 45::;:’/}" 7’{7}' ;é} « The partiocu-
lar connotation of thle passage becomes clearer through the

consider Messia.nié:a

uge of J7Lc rels'f:'akdy‘ in Col. 1:18, but here 1t serves
to emphaslze Christ's aéverel.gnty over agalnst the oreated
world.? : | '

He holds this position of first in rank because He ex—
isted before a.]‘.,l creatures, a8 P/ 7O— signiflies and
asg ﬁ?a\? ﬂ"ml’fwy in verse 17 explicitly states. %hen
the world bagan, the Son was already thers, John 1l:il:i Ev ‘J?'
Xg v O Adyas -

All crestion ia subordinate to the Son because 1t wae
created in Him, Wgwra';m’g Wqu ”/;Etd)’ , verase 15,
has caused doubte ooncerning Christ's deity, beginning al-
ready in Arian controversy.l’ Bauer observes that in 1:15
(28 well as in 1:18) it x‘ema:.ns.uncerta.m. ", . . Obund

1
inwlewelt auch das faéﬂj noch empfunden wirt. ul

N Bgermann Strack and Pauldst,llerbeoklm;g%g&?:
euon Testament aus '!‘glmg% und ggﬁg_m
Beck'sche Verlag%%&ohhand ung, 1926), I1I, 258.
9J. B. Lightfoot, St. Paulls Epistles to the olossians
-ﬂg% fie Ezt_&n_\_g‘ ( E:;h%hie'aition; London: HMacmillan and Co.,
1686), . 197
101144, , pp. 146-8.

11, gérterbuch Zu
Walter Bauer, W—% :
- Bohriften Hgnﬂgﬁg@jﬁﬂmm.. :
Lm_méi Sseo:de‘ediﬂon; jaszen: Alfred pelmann, 1928),
col, 1166, ,

& n.
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Paul's oxplanation lles in verse 16: o077 sy aerg)
”
;’,(,—,ééb; 7"0\6 7xY7ee » As H, Cremer interprets,
« + » not that He la included as part of the oreation,
but that the relation of the whole creation %o Him 18
determined by the fact that He ls8 7ow7Sroaars
7RCH S «r/f'ésau 'y, 8o that without Him the creation
could not be, ;
The .-:;f' a‘e:'re?' , veras 16, presents the mediate agen-
7z
oy of Chrls$, oarefully expressed: it is more than I« ,
denoting highly personal invalvement, and lgas than EJK »
showing that God remains Creator. 13_ Perhaps the closest in-
8ight into thisz niyatery l1s John l:i4, where the Logos is -
4 J ~
designated as the ultimate aource of all 11‘1‘3: SV K/7e
\ ] 4
7%/ 4% . Meyer suggests, :
In Him lay, in fact, the potency of life, from which
God made the work of creation proceed, inssmuch as He
was the personal principle of the divine revela.t.}oni-

and therewﬁh the accomplisher of the divine idea O
ths world.*™

The emphasis of verse 16 is that gll oreatures caue in-
to existence in ths Son: ra‘: .;rufv'u- £r ar’g«ra_/} /m) ;':r{
T s Sive Bodvoc £ivE KuproTnres E17E ofejxo\u
5/‘/7‘5 :’Jgaaf@‘/;e . The phrages é"/ ayg«rq_/} and &77

77 J} d"’:" are a Hebralsm equivalent to “whole univsrae;"

124ermann Cremer Biblico-Theo Lexicon of New
Jestament Greek, tra.nalated Trom the second editlon Edin

burgh:- T, & T. Clark, 1878), p. 556
13Lohmeyer, ‘op. git., P. 56

Uotnrich A, ¥, Meyer, mm% and

pistles Fhilippiang 2nd :
: ¥ m.htmslatgﬁ %'gm the fourth edition (Hew York:
Funk and VWegnalls, 1885), p. 227.
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they are not ldentlcal with 5{0‘ 7e< and é'o;gm "
which refer to matorlal and immaterial creatures.ld Paul
gives speclal prominencoe to angelic powers, which are part
of Christ's realm of creatilon, and the repeated E%Z
shows that he 1s not concerned about defining categories of
angels; he views them only from the point of visw of Christ's
complete lordship.lé According to Verner Foerster, éﬁowzf(
and oc,'g,y‘a(/ in this abstraoct sense of 'Michte fiber-
irdischer Art® are not found in Helleniem or pagan Gnosis,
but have thelr roots in Judalsm. He further states that we
oannot dletinguish between az'e,\rxc/ and -?}qaevi( be-
cause of thelr use with different classes of spiritual be-~
inge (1 Gor. 15:24; Eph. 3:10), nor is it possible to make a
distinet category of ﬁfﬂ{’ﬁ( and 4’4_0/457/7' <r -17;"/
In Paul's usage é-!é'az/6/§( represent the fallen agpeot
of creation with its anslaving power, and yet they belong %o
Chriet's reslm of creation, so that they cen neither separate
Christisne from Chriet nor provide a way %o Imn.:l'8 Paul's
rararat;_oe in Colossians to angelic beings aeems polenically
POln‘Bad.. underscoring that whatever the heretics clalm for
the inhabltsnts of the epirit world, all of these are under

151-15111::?0015 s DD, 9_&. » PPe m"so'
I%Merer. op. oit., ». 57

17k1ttel, gn. git., II, 568-9.

m;m_g. s Pe 570,
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the rule of Christ, for all were oreated in Him.

The tense of g\'r/ar.q , Verse 16b, is significant,
denoting the ablding result, the preservation of the uni-
verse, In contrast to John 1, which employs aorists in
epeaking of oreatlon, Paul here emphasizes the continuing
relationship of creatures with Creator,1? as he states ex-
pressly in verse 17: 7 e Er mv‘rq/"' o’ur;,;/mgé,/ .
Chrint continues to be the principle of coherence which, as
Lightfoot puts 1%, mekes the universe "a cosmos instead of
chaos,"20 a5 He upholds all things by his word of power,
Hebrews 1:3. From this latter passage is clear, however,
that Christ muat not be viewed as a cold, mechanical prin-
oiple of exiatence; the world is the object of Hia personal
concern, as ﬁfz/.(:m/ :mel!.ea.u :

On the other hend the oreation existe for Christ, verss
1608 7 usrn So'wlToT knl £/5 asroy f‘;rxsrxc .

Since the universe was oreated in the Son, it 1s destined to

19Femand» Prat e Theology of St. Paul, translated
from the first edltion London: Burns, Oates, and Yash-

burne, Ltd,, 1945), I, 291.
2013 ghtfoot, op. gib., P 154

21oggo ichel, Der Brief an dle He (Helnrich -
e E:.' : th a.;.t-:;:' Goettﬁgomn%andomg%% & aup;:ghﬁa
19 ..p. hgt.! H: notes the Hetraic flavor of the expression

i "Mt dlesem
and cltee Luther's interssting mt’mm:::l:gtteruohe Far-

Vorte wird eine gniidige und sozusagen @ -
sorglichkelt gegen die pflegevedirften Geschépfe, die e
dasein rief, anschaulich gemachb.
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Jbe placed undexr His lordeship; outeide of Christ it has no
ultimate meaning or ‘.ourpose.zz At this point the connection
with redemption, verse 14, again appears. As Piper observes,
Once it has been realized that our redemption is not an
incidental historical event, but rather the end of God's
eternal purpose, the whole world process is given a
perspective. OGod made this world that man should come
into most intimate connection with his Creator, and
thus the whole universe exists for him who is to do the
work of redemption,23 _ _ .
The plan of redemption and the role of the universe in
it are unfolded through Christ's lordship over the Church,
verses 18-20, Paul's transition is verses 17-18a, which
summaorizes the relationship of Christ to the universe with
A ; ;
a repeated ocz/rp_f , emphatiocally declaring that the very
One who ia rga‘ W(flrwr. and even now the sustalning

Lord of the universe, -- He it 1g who has assumed the posi~-
tion of Head of the body, the Church.

221’13):»:::', op. cit., p. 294.
#10d., p. 293.



CHAPTER IV
THE LORD OF THE CHURCH, 1:18

The pertlouler relationship of Chriet with the Church
is summed up in the much-disputed phrage, A =g ar)&}" 7o
Jwﬁ;« 7oy .1 While in Paul's earlier epistles the
Head-Body concept was approached from the viewpoint of the
membera! function, the emphasis here is on Christ's funotion
as the ruling, life~glving Head of His body, the Church. Ths
redemptive basio of this special relationship is summarized
in verse 16: ﬂ_}/.ﬁ,a v {a,rqfrgwm¢94'g FK 7Dy PFA?J;.
As the firat rgé)ragbxg_ clpuse introduced Christ's rule
over creation, so the second unfolds the other sphere of
lordship,

Also in the realm of the Church Christ olaime first
place. He 1s the Beginner,? the firet of a series; A’fl/

' N,

: 1cf. Heinrich Schlier's article on (gg/g?’l in Ger-
-hard Kittel, Theologischee & -
(Stuttgart: W. Kohlhammer, 1939), nxf%?i % “r:%:ﬁo:l:: of
Plains the term as Onostlc. A sunmary °fot2 Ql?i’ohal Das
ghe Pauline !f_é‘".a.!o'c conoept ;;.n 3(1‘"“ ¥ inde (Goettingen:
Zougnis des Neuen Tes ¢
';and.enhoeck & Rupm“—woh:. m{g&& pp'._qf -cly, Cf. also Erns d
e g nﬂ__'ﬂ!ﬂ%n »
nm - Dm: e%zu%% K, Gleerup, 1942), especially pp

1ans
P=5k for hie delense of Gcwea in Ephesians and Coloss

istles.
88 directly related to the uee of the term la earller ep

heg ¥ Zu
praser s, grupstes el S0 R A e
G ol

; 2 3eoond edition; Gleszen! Alfred TOpelmann, .
col., A
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therefors ls closely Joined to ths following r{owror/'a‘g.a
E:\' 7oV fo@;ﬁ'y partioularizes tha- Savior's priority
and unfolds the secret of His pre-eminence: He is the Lord
of the. Church because He became the firet to leave the ranks
of the dead* and rise to ruln-asa of Life,

Implicit in Chriat's resurrection is His battle against
the powers of death and His viotory over them. The struggle
involved becomes evi&eni; when we view sin not merely as mis-
steps, but as & slavery of guilt, John 8i34, and when the
participants are seen to be not merely men and their Creator,
but also Seten snd hig enalaving hosta. Karl Heim points
out,

Solange wir nur Gott und dle Menschheit als die beiden

Partner ansehen, zwischen die slch Christus als Mittler

hineinstellt, kBnnen wir den rurohtbarog Kaupf niocht be-

greifen, den Christus auszukimpfen hat.
Although this perspective of Christ's misslon does not, as
Heim and others olaim, provide the "zentralen Inhalt® for un-
derstanding GChriet's work,® the flerce reality of Satan's

vower 1s vital for grasping the significance of our rescus

3Heinrich A. ¥, Meyer, Oriticsl and Exegetioal w

%o the Epigtles Philivpians and gggg_gi.ﬁ.nﬂ..
8 tl‘anali%eg.b%rom the fourth edition (New York:

unk and ¥Wagnalls, 1885), p. 234.
b

]

Bauer, gp. gif., ool. 363.

Furche
S5gar1 Heim, Jesus der W {Berlini
verlas' 1937), pl 92-

s;m. s De 93.
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from the "dominion of darkness," verse 1b,7

S'atam, who accuses men night and w.baroro God, Re-
velation 12:10, holds them under the bondage of the law,
which condeuns, Romans 7:10-13, and which therefore is “the
pover of sin," 1 Corinthians 15:55. Through Adam's sin
death has ocome upon all, for all have sinned, Romans 5:12,
This dread tyranny whilch settled upon mankind Paul desoribes
simply: é;/a"" 0{6/;;5&’6&9‘ a'g ﬂm{‘rra_f , Romans 5:1k4,

To defeat the rule of death Chriast shared human flesh
and blood, ". . . that through death he might destroy him
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver
all those who through fear of death wers subject to lifelong
bondage, " Hobrews 2:14=15. The battle and victory are ouk-
lined in Colossians 2:13-15, where Paul showg that 1life 1s
posaible through forglivensss of ains in Ohriat. who . . .
canceled the bond whi.c-;h stood ogainst us with its '1039,1 de-
mends; this he ast aside, nalling it to the oross.” The
ruler of this world ig cest out, as the Savior declared,
John 12:31, becauss the cross has erased the condemnation of
the law and dlsarmed the powers of darimess, Colossiend 2:15.

m of
our Goa and :giv;:‘i::'o?n%iymcﬁrnﬂgi e tns. acouser

of our brethren 1s caat down, which g?ggieg them before
- our God day and night, « « . Rev. 1 .

| Soripture guotations
"Revisea stanaard Vorsion. gﬁltth:rﬁu noted,

A0fra are from this version unle

Bb'.uthorj.;ed Version.
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Christ ls the only one who has faced the full power of death
snd conquersd, for He alone had not fallen out of fellowship
with (‘roa.,g and in Him slons lay the full divine powsr, Colos-
glans 2:9; 1li19. Since Christ has erased the guilt of sin,
the sting of desth is gone, through Christ'as resurrection,
1 Corinthians 15:54-56. And because God gives us the vic-
tory through Hia Son, He, the Prince of 1life, Acts 3il1l5, has
beccme Lord of the Church. _

A one-word summary of this process is Paul's designa-
tion of Christ as o744 , 1 Gorinthians 15:20. By
virtues of His resurrcotion He has becoma the leader and in-
clugive representative of those who will be ralsed at His
pecond, coming, 1 Corinthiane 15:23.- The rdgen Christ thus
prefigures all those predestined to be conformed to His image;
Be 18 ". . ., the first-born among many brethren,* Romans 8:29.
From the viewooint of oreation and man, Christ has become the
last Adam, "For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shell
all be made alive," 1 Corinthians 15:22. WUhlle through one
man's transgression the tyranny of sin and death ruled over
all, sc through the one men Jesus Christ those who recelve
His gift of righteousness will share the victorlous ure./
£V e Bwesdelcovss , Romans 5117. The mparerexes

is He who shares His victory over death and fulness of life
with the members of the Church, Wis body.

'Q,iﬂim. 2D, mo. De 199\
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A% this point the significance of (.ﬁ%«)}) 70
gafadrgf » Verse 18, becomes apparent, and Christ's

rule over the Chuwrch 13 set apart from His lordship over
ergation. Yhlle Chriat ia from eternity tr:_;nscond.ont Lord
over the univarﬂe, He- stands in a singular, most intimate
relationship with the members of His body. ]‘9 Paul places
the reality of this connection in contrast to the decelt of
the heretical speculations, Oologslians 2:8-12, showing that
in Christ the membera at Colossae have fulness of life.
"For in him dwells the whole fulness of deity bodlly, and
you have come to fulness of 1life in iu.m. « « ;YColosslans
2:9-10. He in whom "the totality of divine powers and at-
tributes” resides™* imparts the abundance of his grace and
1ife to the members of the body, John 1116, so that the bﬂd?
algo can be designated 72 _ﬂ‘)&/?&ﬁx. 4, . . %the fulness
of him vho rills o1l in all," Epheslens 1:23.

Such a connection with Christ is outside of ordinary
humen experience. It is established only by God, in His
.manner and by His means, Colossians 2111-123

{ igion
In him alsc you were oiroumcised with a eircumc
made wlthoutyhanda, by putting off the body of flesh in

. : A
10pernana Prat, The Theology of 5t. Paul, translste
Trom the ﬂ.;at edition (Londont Burns, Oates, and Wash
bure, Ltd., 1945), I, 29k ;
the Colios

ﬁ%& Philemecn (Eighth editlon; London#
L : gl-‘i%-‘gg? !(tziggpends an e—:‘:tensua gsssy on the history
of

Fref@cccx o PP 255-h
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the circumclsion of Ohrist; and you were buried with

him in baptiem, in which you were also raised with him

through falth in the working of God, who raised him

from the deed,
That the unlion of the believer with Christ is spiritual by
no means weakens it. Rather there is in baptism the incor-
poration into thoe highest reality: a vital connection with
Christ's death and resurrection through membership in the
Church, His body. Falth, oreated by the power of Him who
ralsed Christ from the deed,l2 enables the members of the
body to know the immeasursble resurrection power of chriét
their Head, Ephesians 1:19; Philipplane 3:l10.

Ona =mspect of Christ's function as source of the Body's
life 1s thet He rille it *. . . with the knowledge of His
will in all spiritusl wisdom end understanding,” Colosslans
1i9. Vhils the heretiocs prate about )#&is/s , Paul points
to ;F/;lfélé_lj in Onrist, urging that they should
have ". . . all the riches of assured understanding and the
knowledge of God's mystery, of Ohrist, in whom are hid all
the treasures of wisdom and kr:wle/dsﬂu' Colossians 2:2b-3.
The full significance of E(AWN , 115 bagins o dmn
at this point. Paul's use of the term is never speculative;
by &, ’ 4"@";’ he does not merely. relate the fact that the

)\
Father is showing His image in the son. Rather, the E/KV

12 7w5 é‘f’éf/l:;r For ol , aubJ:::lvoogenl-
tive. Foi the interpretation as cbjective genitive, OF
Lightfoot, op. oit., p. 183.
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T /’ggﬁ s Who hag entered the world as the incarnate
Logos, has bsen given to the world that it might know what
God wills and worke.13 He who 1s in the bosom of the Father
has appsared in the fleah to unfold the unseen God, John 1:18.

But the revelatlon of God in Christ has a twofold result
as 1t confronts men. An illuminating passage 1a 2 Corinthians
L:4-6, which shows the reason for the cleavage: ". . . the
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbellevers
to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of Christ,
who 1s the likeness [ =/4«¥ 1of Goa.? Batan blinds with
unbelief those who confront Christ so that they m:!.u cofli=
pletely His connection with the Father, as John 1il5 dre-
maticelly records: "He was in the world, snd the world was
wade through him, yet the world knew him not."”

To the members of the Church God reveals His will and
work, - in Christ and through the Gospel proclamation. P aul
states significantly in 2 Corinthians 4i5 that the sum and

substance of his preachment is to proclaim not himgelf, but

)@/457' 0'#’ :Z;/éa;r A’//;/'a;/ . This comprehensive title

[ ]
sums up the content of the previoua verse concerning Christ's

ma.jesty az revealer of God and shows that %o preach Christ as

Lord ie to present to men a unique insight into the splendor

of God: Y“For it 1s the God who said,
darkness,' who has shone in our hearts %o give the knowledge

'Let light shine out of

Lixittel, op. oit., 1I, 39b-
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of the glory of dod. in the face of Jesus Christ,” 2 Corin-
thians 4:6. Ultiwately, the ,ay‘r,;/g/ hidden for ages
but now revealed to the saints i1s unfolded through the in-
awelling of the risen, exalted Savior: ". . . Christ in
you, the hope of glory," Colossians 1i27.

To the members of Christ's body belongs this singular
;ﬂ’/;fw'gv Zf , the insight by faith into God's .works
and ways. The large dimenslonsof its revelation are com-
pacted in the closing verses of the Christological sectlon,
Colossimns 1:18b-~20,




CHAPTER V
THE LORD OF ALL BY VIRTUE OF H1S REDEMPTIVE VORK, 1:18b-20
The Hisen Lord and the New Creation

The ultimate purnoae of Christ's resurrection is summed
up in verse 18b. /;’;f /frqnw er TREIV aw‘m‘ W(wr.wf;r a
The use of ‘,/fYEV/ird( combined with Fewﬁ:ay clearly
indicates that Christ has taken a position o.f pre=-eminence
because of His rising from the dsad.

The meaning of f’l’ 77‘«?// is crucisl for the interpre-
tetion of verses 18-20, Although numerous attempts have
been made to restrict ”’d} in verses 18 and 20,1 the con-
text urges a widely inclusive meaning, since the term is
ueed in verse 15, twice in verse 16, and in verse 17, - each
time intentionally unrestricted in meaning. Lightfoot dn-
terprets v 7o/ 4 " « o Ot in the Universe only
but in the Church also."? He thereby connects the phrase o
the words immediately preceding, %o indiocate that Ghriﬂt'
lordship over the Church has been added %o His rule over

lfor a summery of 'mrlous mterpreﬁa““' of. % B =

Abbot, A Critical Exegetlocal Comnen Eplstlea
LME&M&Q&;E@ ew%r ¢ Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1905), pp. 221-L.

Coloselans
2.1. B. Lightfoot, 5%. thxﬁﬁﬁm and Co.,

$14 to Philenon (Eighth edition;
6), p. 156.
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oreation.? To be sure, Paul's line of thought has proceedsd
from the realm of cresation to the realm of the Church. But
18 it not possible that /.cfa,;m sy 7wess hare is
climactic, desoribing the bsginning, in some sense, of
Christ's rule over all thinge? If 71; )ruf'rx. in
verss 20 1s taken in an unrestricted sense (as Lightfoot
does, p. 158), then verse 18 is affected, because the Srv
clause goss on to include verse 20, which evidently desoribes
the consummation of the world. Thus the whole strophe,
verses 18b-20, takee on an eschatological perspective, be-
ginning with the reeurrection and concluding with the re-
conciliation of all things. In this alignment of (nu-l.st's :
redeeming work, the resurrection is the climax of His earthly
miesion and the entrance into a distinotly new phase of His
lordship. The rssurrection marks more than the extension of
Christ's pre-existent lordship into the area of the Church,
as Otto Piper explains,

11 Somnie Vo o LS, O it peaindy oo

rether . . . that in it the Son reaches a positipn

which He had not held in His preincarnate state.
The simple witness of the text states that Christ is Lord of

all by virtue of His redemptive work.

Ima. _ .
%0tto A. Piper, "Phe Savior's Eternal Work," Interpre-

» III (July, 1949), 296.
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How this took place involves a number of considerations.
First 1s lmplied that Christ's redemption ies directed not
only toward human beings, but toward oreation generally,
and this in turn presupposes that all oreatures were af-
feoted by Adam's fall into sin. In reality, the final pur-
pose of creation can be understood only in relation to
Christ. Thers can.be no divorce of the two, as Karl Heinm
warne: :

Wenn wir die belden Dinge auseinandernehmen und neben-

einander oder gegenelnander stellen, auf der einen

Selte dle Schdpfungasordnung und auf der andersn Selte

dle Botachaft, dle Ohristue bringt, so haben wir une

danlt der Fﬁhrung durch Jesus entzogen.5

The key %o nature's involvement in the redemptive work
of Christ lles in the prominence of man within oreation. The
universe, in a sense, exists for man, the crown of creation,
who was created to 1ive in intimate communion with his Crea-
tor within epace and time.5 Thus the universe shared Adam's
fall, was subjectsd to transitoriness, and now groans to-
gether with the sons of God, waiting for the final redemp-
tion, Romans 8:18-23. The course of the universe cannot be

separated from the destiny of man.?

SKarl Heim, Je eeus der der Weltvollender (Berlin: Furche
v.r]'a'gﬂ 1937). 7'3. 2 o

8 Theclogisches _.QLGJ)!‘M” o zun Neuen
Mm‘ﬁh ?ﬁuﬁigﬁ! e hihanmer, 1938), 111, 1032

7M'l Po 103“.
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Christ's entrance into the world was God's redemptive
rule bresking into time and space to relesse creation from
bondage. The Sovior's niracles, particularly His aots of
healing, are i1llustrations of Ood's saving purpose in 1ta
full scope. Matthew 8116 ﬂ". records how the Savior cast
out demons and healed the sick in rulfiilnant of Isalah's
provhecy, "fle took our inflrmitles and bore our diseases. u8
Christ points John the Baptist to the works which attest His
Messiahship: *. . . the blind receive their sight, the lame
walk, lepers ars cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead
are raised up . . . ," Matthew 11:5. His casting out of
demons "by the finger of God,” Luke 11:20, proclaimed the
perscnsal intervention of God %o break the shackles in which
S8atan held the world, As W. Grundmann puts 1%,

Die Wunder Jesu slnd ein Stlok der hereinbrechenden

Gottesherrachaft, die Jesus mit selner Person in Ver-

- kfindigung und Handeln bringt, eind dottesherrschaflt,
die den dﬁmonleoh-gu.taniaohan Machbereich @iberwinden
und zuridckdrangen.

He came to destroy the works of the Devil, 1 John 3:8.

The decisive act of Christ in restoring all things is

His rising from the dead, for with the resurrection of the

Seoond Adam, 1ife has broken upon the order of creation, 1

Corinthians 15:20 ff. J. Jeremias remarks,

All Scripture quotations

BRevised Standara Version. o stherwise noted.

Anfra are from this version unles

?Kittel, op. git., II, 303.
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Paulus bringt mit der gegen@berstellung Adam/Christus
denselben Gedenken zum Ausdruck, der Jesu Selbstzeich-
nung als bar nascha zugrunde llegt, dasz ndmlich Jesus

- der Zrstling der Neuen, Schipfung Gottes ist. Wie am
Anfang des e/or ofrq; Adam ala erster Menasch

[

ateht, sc steht Christus am Anfang des of/abr.ec£Adcws

als der Anfénger der vollendeten, erldsten Schépfung
Gottﬂ-ea'."luumg ? »

Karl Helm showz that the Platonic geparation of idea world
and world of events nust not be allowed to shrivel the im-
plicationes of Christ's resurrection, for this event contalns
in 1% the rinal victory over demonic opposition which had
dlerupted the relatlonship between creature and Creator. 11
Such 1s the eachatologlcal perspective of Hebrews 1:2, whlioh
desoribes the Son whom God ". . . appointed heir of all

things, through whom also he oreated the world. ®
The Lord enthroned

The resurrection and ascension of the exalted Christ
mark the entrance into this phase of lordship by pointing to
His sonship and divine power. Romans 1:4 gives singular e}-
preasion to the new status: ". . . designated Loers Bevre a_/]

Son of God in power . . . by His resurrection from the dogd.
t our Lord." EE-

L (P :(Va’é ?’ngag Vﬁl(ea';ll] , Jesus Chris
P

AV &7 ﬂé&-‘a_«j ré/(@a?b' is parallel to the firstborn con-
gt's sonahlp was

cept of Coloseians 1:18, signifying that Chri

101v34., I, 3.
llﬂaj,m, op. git., pp. 186-7.
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mightily demonstrated by a “Totenauferstehung,® a resurrec-
tion such as that when dead persons rise.}? The inverss of
thls thought 1is Goloss.'l.nns 1319, vhich points to the divine
fulness in Christ as the power through which He rose and. com-
pleted the act of redamption: a;/ J—'r awru :af CAYEEV

AV 7O 77A dg‘wuu /(«mmqsﬂ. That & ﬂt‘g is
the und.eratopd subject of FUJ@&;/&.EV seeins clear from the
breoeding verse, which describes the culmination of the divine
purpose in Christ's earthly mission,13 It pleased God to
have the nlenitude of divine power reside in His son* in
order that He might rise and become Lord of all.

The question immedlately rises: How can Christ, pre-
eminent rrom eternity, bacome Lord? The érp/o'f'ét/fff’j of
Romang 1:& snd the &/z‘fflqrzc of Colossians 1:18 clearly
8tate the fact. Also Philipplans 2:6 ff. showa that God be-
stowed a name upon His Son, denoting a position which He
had not held befors. Hebrews 1:3, echoing Psalm 110, de-
soribes Christ's enthronement and share in the exclusively

12
William Sanday and Arthur C, Hendlan. A qu%gﬂ and
M&mssmﬁaﬁmm to the Romang (New York:

Charles Scribner's Sons, 1905), ». 10,

3'{elnrlch A. ¥, Meyer, Criticel end Mm .E!-LQ

Pook Epigties a1 Gologaians,
Loﬁ%. translat-g% ﬁf%%m% edition (New York:

Funk and Wagnalls, 1885), p. 237. :
e cf. Heyer, ob. oit., De
Lightroot . cit., p. 157 .

237' for 1nterpr3t3.'%10n of . M- 1:19, a
"charismatic riches."
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divine prerogatives of lordship: .’Kxf/o‘sr sr Js= f"‘

775 #J]d/’ 4dél/§dff Thus on the basis of the completed
sacririclal atonenent the Savior enters a status whigh is
more than merely a return to the Father.l? Yet Christ did
not become Son of CGod, nor actually become Lord at His as-
cension, for these tltles He clailms from eternity, as Colos=
sians 1i15-20 abundantly testifies. Rather Chriat's majesty
as Son and Lord 1s revealed to men through the incarnate
Christ in successive stages. M¥Nlchel explains,

Was Christus als Gottes Ebenbild beiitst und bezeugt,

wird durch sein Erdendasein bswihrt und bestitigt,

gxlx:g%. sgme Erh8hung dagegen vollendet und verwirk-

The enthronement furthermore implies that the kingdoms
of this world have fallen under His domain. The Messlanio
prophecy of King Nebuchadnezzar's dream, Danlel 2:34-35,
portraye the destruction of the Image (world powers) by &
stone not made with hands (Christ coming from outside of
history). And ths result is world dominion: i, , . But the
stone that struck the image became a great mountain and
filled the whole earth."l?

All this appears fantastic unless it is clearly seen

15 ( A He
Ot‘l:o Mlsh:l 29_; m _g,;g_ ﬂmﬂﬁﬂ
% Eishth adition, Goettingen Vandenhos

l D. .
16&&'. D. “"5.

lvﬂeim. op. git., p. 213.
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that Christ's lordship 1s now but not yet. Hebrews 2:8,
following a reference to Christ's lordship over the uni-
verss, incisively expreases the tension of the Church:
. « .« As 1t is, we do not yet see everything in subjection
to him," Christ's world lordship remains a ,ay‘rq?/ﬂr
gseen by faith; the present lies bgtwean the exaltation and
the consummation of His rule ovez-.c';l.l.18 "For he must reign
until he heo put all enemies under his fest,” when the
demonio forces which have been aubjugated by the resurrectlon
will bs digempowersed in the final deatruction of death, 1
Corinthiana 15:25-26. The Savior who did not vainly display
His power Auring His ministry, nor after His resurrection,
has chosen also %o withhold for a time the full revelation
of Hies complete lordahip.19

Yet there 1s a direct connection hetween enthronement
and final reoonciliation, as Heim indicates,

r
T e e Axfune/un Fage. . £b 18t

die notwendlige Einheit zwischen der Sache und dem, was
zu mga: E-Jessre: gehért, was algo notwendig da sein musz,

wenn die Sache selbst da 1st.
Colosslans 3:24 focuses on this future realization in the

return of the exalted Christ: "For you have died, and your

1ife 1s hid with Christ in God., When Chriet who is our life

183 che1, op. oit., P 71

19He1n, gp. oif., P. 6.
%M'. p- 71.
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appears, then you also wlll appear with him in glory.*

The Lord of Hiastory

Although the principal concentration of the Church ie

directed toward the Second Coming, the present time and all
of history have rich meaning through relationship to Christ's
work. Soripture viewa hlatory as the account of man's re-
lation to God.zl and therefore all history finds its meaning
in the Savior of the world. In contrast to the Greek con-
oeption of poilntless, repeated cycles of time, the New Tes-
tament reveals = linear, continuoua redemptive activity
whose midpoint ig the omss.zz Floyd V. Filson says of the
New Teatament witness,
It finds the significance of what he dld so greatl th;t
his work cannot be confined to one tlme and place. :
ends with s view of Chriat as the Son and Logos who acts
for God in the entire range of his gracious purpose,
from the original creation to the central redomgglﬂ
activity in history and on to the new oreation.
The Bavior's death and resurrection are single acts within
time, but are the culmination of God's saving activity in the

014 Testament among His people Israel which foreshadowed the

21, parung und Geschichte

Leonhard Goppelt, "Heilsoffen

Rach der Offenbarung des Johannes," L Litoratur-
, IX (September, 1952), 515.

220gcar Gullmann Chriat and Time, translatied by Floyd
‘ ' . 51 f£f.
V. Filson (Philsdelphia: Westminster Press, 1950), PP 5

23Floya V. Filson, The M.‘r_usawllg-s e 3%.; Environ-
ment (Chicago: Henry Hegnery Company, LG
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coning Messianic kingdom, 2k a1 subsequent world events
occur in the light of Christ's enthronement and cast a
shadow toward the consummation,

In the New Aecn, therefore, where God's redemptive work
has expended besyond & single chosen people to embrace all
men, it 1s clear that what happened in Christ is declsive
for the destiny of the cosmos. Epheslans 1:9-10 records the
LS ﬁfc/iza!/ of God's will revealed in Christ: #«r-& 77}/
sUSoKRXY RiTer, Ky ygasg&m v a7 =45
a/:ta radaé.f;:;" 7o ;r,)qg“;arrg- oV mfga;;o s
KeFadsuiisne ke v mivrn fv Xorerid, 7o 2v 705
oLpnveo sy Aoc? Z770 745 g4) o+ The phrase avec ~
keP aAerr isae Exe 74 YR £V /]/8/6?"{;.' ns

‘dlontes = gathering together of all things in Ohxfist,zs an
alignment of the whole redeumptive activity of God in the
world around the orucified and risen Chriats2® From Christ
outvard, all events take their place in God's redemptive
plans. Stauffer remarks concerning these insights from the
Letter to the Epheslans, "Erst mit Christus 1st die Einheit

249440 A, Piper, God An Higtory (New York: Kacmillan

Co., 1939), pp. 22=3.

254alter Bauer, W-M%W
Bchriften des Neuen Tegtanents wnd det R¥0iSo oinann, 1928),

S A e
Literatupr (S dition; Gleszen:
p. 87, Aualoton Riph, 1:l0: *Alles susasnenfas”ot i ::',,.
o stus.” A discussion of urioll;n 1;;""" T
Geo el t e 2 85
230 rge Bt°f°¥f.§ﬂ1&t§%%”‘ S, ?;f\;:: 8t. Louls
Conoordia Fublishing House, 1952), PP

imann, gp. git., p. 91-
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der Geschichfe wledergewonnen, Jetzt erst kenn die Heilsge-
schichte Universal geschichte werden.'2? The conflicts, the
contradictions within history and within the universe oan be
ra;'alved. only in the saving purposes of God in His Son, the
Lord of all.Z28

The Lord of the Church and the World

A eorious conslderation of Christ's complete lordship
over the Church and over the universe inevitably raises the
question of the relatlonship between the two kingdoms. Otto
Perels, in a penstrating article, has shown the danger of the
two extreme points of view:

Pberbetonung der Grenze zwischen Kirche und Velt féhrt
zur Aufgebe des Anspruchs Christi auf alle Bergiohc und
dawit zur Verweltlichung. Verwischung dieser ﬂnﬂi
fihrt zur Geringachtung der Heilsgaben Christi an seine
Kirche und zur Rechtfertigung weltlicher Anlieges als
8olcher und danit ebenfalls zur Vemltllehm- _

Luther's aistinction between the Kingdom of Power and

the Kingdom of Grace remains valid. Ye%, a8 Karl Helm ghows,
there 1s danger of misusing the conoept:

Wir engen dle Fidhrergevalt Christi ein,
die Vollmacht zur Vergebung guschreiben,

‘wenn wir ihm nur
aber glauben,

L

27k1ttel, gp. oit., p- 438 i
28ott0 A.: Piper, "The Bavior's Etornal Work," InE T
» III (July, 1949), 291. s
: ‘Epheser-
?901“:0 Perels, sXipche und Welt nach dlm. %I (July,
Koloaserbrief," Theologische  viewpoints of Cullmann

1951), col. 398.  He comments on
and Darth,
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wir kidnnten die Haturordnung ohne ihn aus ei v
nunft durchschauen,30 8 18 elgener Ver-

To this COolosslians 1:15-20 gives full support.

On the other hand, there is the serious danger of losing
the distinctive nature and calling of the Church. An inter-
pretatlon of Christ's lordship which tends in this direction

is that of Oscar Cullmann, in Kénigsherrschaft Chrigti und
Kirohe im Heuen Tsgtsment, and more recently in Christ snd
Iimg. Oullmsnn viewa the area of Christ's lordship as two
congentric circles, the inner one the Church, the outer one
the world, with Christ at the center of buth,sl The menmbers
of the state participate in Chriest's kingdom, but ungcon-
sciously.>2 And the dlstinctive characteristic of the mem-
bers of the Church is that they are conselous of thelr par-
tioipation:

o e BT nen Sesotsen dos Rogiums Christh, dle 8

Ei::::;: diesar Herrschaft stehen kénnen, ohne e8 au

Leonhard Goppelt criticlzes,

5 Chris tus
Diese Formel verschwelgt das Entscheidends. :
1st in ganz verschiedener Velee Herr dber beide Berelche

. Beine Herrschaft lat nicht gesetzliches Weltregiment,

%fein, op. git., ». 259
310“111581!!'! 2 _o_n_o -E_L_o 9 Pp. 187-8.
Rye0ar Cullmann, M%ﬁ}oﬁe% %ﬁ-{%& X

anigeh
, zshorrsst
19 %“ﬁ"%"‘ﬁ.tﬂmﬁ (zo011ikon-zari
Braa.



5 36

R T S g

geinsr Herrschaft Uber die Gennm,fi'}.

Although Cullmann mentions the outreaching ax‘panltt;n of
the Church, he minimizes the antipathy of the world, and
emphaslzes principally the Christians' struggle with demonio
po'wers.?’5 Perels contends that these spiritual battles muat
be seen in 21l thelr r;erceneas and that the responsibllity
to witness dare not be weakened; world and Church are op-
poslites:

Der Reichtum der Kirche wird verkleinert, bel ihr wird

das "noch nicht" betont. Das Unter-Ohristus-Sein der

YWelt wird isoliert von der Tatsache, dasz sie noch Fin-

sternis ist und durch dle Kirche su (.!hrut\:l gorurogs

worden mugz. Bsl der Welt wird das "schon' betont.

Although the members of the world stand under the same
King as do the members of the Church, a very definite dis-
tinotion must be made between the two kingdoms, wore than the
faotor merely of conscious or unconscious participation.
Perels points the way toward a view whioh takes in account
God's judgment upon sinners and maintains the true meaning
of Chriat's atoning work:

ristus
B o e Klemmor e ation, dass maon VT ein

dieser Klan-
relativer, vorldufiger Dusligmus innerhalb i
mey beateﬁt. Sonatswird auch hier das Eschaton preis

au%ppeltn op. cit., col. 517.
35Cul1mann, Kenagshorrachalt christd uad Kirohe A8
Heuen Tegtament, pp. 42-3.

36901‘61‘8‘, op. git., col. 198,
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gegeben. Bla bel Gottes Jlingeteni Gericht alles ihm
untertan wird, besteht ein grundsetztlicher Unterachied
zwilschen der geachaffenen, aber im Ungehorsam abge-
fallpnen Welt und der durch Christi Kreuzesblut erlide-

ten Xirche. Nur in lhrem Bereich sind dle or/oc¢
wirkt das m7siices, . Und es 18t nicht Demut, son-
dern .Ungehoraam, wenn sle ihrer eigentlichen .Aufgabe an
der Welt entzieht, dle Balzkraft verllert. Es geht hier
nicht nur um dle Schriftgemisze Verkindigung von der
Kirche, sondern um die Bsdeutung des Hellewerks Christi.3?

In this connection Perels notes that in Oolosaians, the sec-
tion 1:15-20 which speaks of the all-inclusive lordship is
followed very quickly by a reforence to the specific re- ‘
lationship of "Christ 'm you," verse 27.33 In conclusion
Porels observes that the two dangers which lt_n‘k in our view
of Christ's lordship, coarse dualism and vitiated atonement,
are best avoided by maintalning a balanced doctri.n.e of the
Holy Trinity:

D o T e achaaung, n deF Transtds

188z% Raum fdr dle Lehre vom Stndenfall, fiir einen re-

letiven Dualismus und damit fér eine echt heilsge-
schichtliche Verkidnd von dem Verk Christi und der

Sendung seiner Kirche,

Lord and God, all in 211

The complet:l.on.or Christ's lordship and the consunmation
nal verse of the sec-

of the cosmos are portrayed in the £i o :
tion, 1:15-20: A’ S w72 RToNnTHAARFRC T

37Ibid., col. 399.

3®1ma.

391!31_@. ., col. 400.
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o, =75 qlrov, :zt'aauowzqén_q Frn 7ol
wiicaro) 7oF sruupol abres, Iy wuros £55F 7
Ewl 7y y Ay EhE v By 7975 ovparsj. Of the many inter-
pretations of 'r‘aé ;rx;r«_ , verse 20, the most common
have been a reetriction to intelligent beings, to men, or to
the universal Church."0 In line with the whole trend of
thought discussed above, particularly under ferae 18, 7&\'
7’“57?6 is best understood in an unrestricted sense:
"The whole of that which exists.’! The subject of the in-
flnitive a’t.vz: k«mdda/‘;ﬂc evidently is a(/;g/ ag
in 1:19; ‘?/f; ar.«;-rpfz is relexive, also referring to. the

Father, 42
Z yd
The orux of interpretation lies in & ZPAX7HAAXF(

and Elzﬂﬁlfaﬂ'a/;ocy . In what sense is the recon-
clliation universal? If universal, how can the basis be the
redemptive work of Christ?

Lightfoot, while including in 70’(‘ 7Ky 7
universe and declaring that it will be restored to harmony,

the whole

1s reluctant to speak.further:
How fer this restoration of universal nature may be
subjective, as involved in the changed perceptions of

it
men thus brought into harmony with God, and how far
may have an :ﬁeotin and independent existence, it

‘bo:‘!eyor' ﬂ. m-' Pe 2"'0-
blrpia,
b2y 3ghtroot, op. git., P. 158.
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were vain to apeculate.h3
Indeed many speculations have twisted the passage into a
Vggue kind of harmony between creatures or a mystic absorp-
tion of the universe into God., A danger of a different sort
is the "Ohristian Universalism' of Cullmann, which views the
Church as a "remnant," repregenting all humanity as well as
The universe toward s new creation, just as Israel in 0ld
Testamwent times represented all nations in redemptive his-
tory. ™ L, Goppelt attacks Cullmann at this point, stress-
ing that the conasummation is inevitably accompanied by the
Final Judguent, when all the great and mighty of the sarth
will flee the wrath of the Lamb, Revelation 6:16-17.%3

The difficulty with abram«md)«t/aa is that 1t is
used 2lso in verse 22 in the sense of reconciling those %o
God who have been estranged through their evil deeds. But
wugt the meaning of }r'ra w7 AR u'a{daJ alwvays have this
neaning, following the strict usage of A 7oAAd Res
in 2 Corinthians 5:197 Friedrich Bichsel finds the third
(and final) ocourrence of a’fr’é(drdvk)do;é) ; Ephe- :
giens 2:16, particularly valuable for shedding light on

Colossians 1:20,
Kol. 1:15 redet von der Gnadsnabs!.eht, die Gott bewlesen

ua.__l.g'.' ¢ Do 157.

b4Gu11mann, Ghrist and Time, Pp- 116-7; 177-8k.
usGoppelt, op. git., col. 517.
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vat ( FoFOA S5y ), dle ganze Yelt mit sich zu
versdhnen, nicht von einer schon abgeschlossenen %“elt-
versdhnung, &roswrxiddékece kann nicht nur die
-Aufhebung dea Schuldverhidltnieses durch Gott bedeuten,
da es deutlich als Friedensatiftung, Kol. 1:20; Eph.
2:16 und als Neuschépfung, Eph. 2:15 erldutert wird,
also nichts nur Elngeitiges ist und den Gesamtlebence-
stand des }ensachen umfaggt, nicht nur eln Schuldver-
haltnis Gott gegendber. }

The uwza of the term in Epheslans 2:16 seems to indicate that
a; T 7 THAA ﬂa’%a: * 18 not alweys used in the particular
genss of 2 Corinthlans 5:19. Since xjraf«rud)xa{da

is found only three times in the New Testament and not at

all in the Septusgint, there can be little argument against
the poasibility of a gomewhat special use of the term in a
context which speaks in universal terms.

A reconsideration of the full context atrengthens this
view. As the universe was created in Christ and subsiste in
Him, so also through Hin 1% will reach consummation. As it
exists for Christ, verse 16, so through the Son will the es-
tranged world be reconoiled to the Father. Christ's en-
trance into complete lordship, His destructlion of all enemies
leads to the final act of restoring the redeemed and Jjudged

world to the Father, 1 Corinthians 15:28. The question con-

ceraing the role of evil angelé and the damned in the total

reacnciliation is probably best answered here, 1n tt}e casting

7
down of all oppoeition, a nullification ( aarwpgey )

of the forces insofar as they relate %o God, 8o that they

46, 16te1, oo, gif., I, 259

B a1 dedib il IR I
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ere irrevocably excluded from the New Creation.

The reconclliation wlll take place through the establish-
ment of peace by the eroes of Christ, for the redemptive work
eealed by the resurreotion involves the whole groaning cre-
ation and assures 1ts final deliverance togather with tt;e
song of God, Romans 8:21, There 1s no room here for a nya-
tlc pooification of the elements in the universe. As Gop-
pelt puts 1%, reconciliation of all is simply "die Eschato-
Ioglache Viedervereinigung der Schépfung mlt Cott ,"‘"7 as
desoribed in Revelation 5:173:

And I heard every living creature in heaven and on

earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all

therein, saying, "To him who sits upon the throne and

to ths Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might
for ever and ever,"

Beyond thls we cannot see. As Helm writes concerning

the mystery of the New Creation where CGod will be all in all,

1 Corinthians 15:28,

iy kSnnen wohl sagen was das Neue, das Gott acharft,

nicht ist. Wir kdnnen aber nicht segen, was es 1st.
%ir miissen nur glauben, ohne zu schauen, uaom!.em auch,

ohne dze Geglaubte vorstellen zu kénnen,
Then will appear in full clarity and scope what now we ses

dimly, in miniature:

The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our
Lord smg. of hig Christ, and he shall reign for ever and

ever. HRevelation 11:l15.

L7Gopoelt, op. git., col. 517.
ueﬂem, op. oit., P. 222.
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