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CHAPTER I
INTRODUGTION

Te the mind of ‘-:-'este:-n. Christendom the Christology of
Paul's Lettsr to the CGolossians, particularly of Colossians
1:15-20, s ~p% %e assenm strange and remote, for Christ's re-
demptive work iz presented here in relation to the coasmos.
The Yestern Uhurch from early times has concerned 1taell nore
with Christ'a verson than with His work, tending toward a
secular view of the universe and a lack of lntereat in the
rlgen, axnlted Lor-:'i.l In reecent centuries Henalssance in-
dlviduslise slsc has hemspered the Church with a dlatorted em-
rhasia on aersonul relationship with God which obscures the
vider impliocetions of Christ's redemptive work for nature and
history.® Although the Lutheran Church possessea in Luther's
theology = rich source of insight into God's activity in the
historical process, it has not fully utilized its heritage,
due in part %o Aristotelian 1nf].uence.3 :

The Letter to the Colossians allows no room for a static

conception of God; in striking terms it oresents what all of

lotto A. Pipar, "The 3avior's Fternal Work," Interore-
fation, III (July, 19%9), 286-7.

zﬁti‘o A. Piper, God in Histery (New York: #iscmlillan Co.,
1939), ». 49,

3 (ﬁto
Louls.Jaroelav d. Pel!.!mn. ¥ron Luther & 51?. _p&afk,‘!;-%

Soncordia Pudblishing iimzsﬂ,
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Sorivture witnesses: God wightlly 2% work in the world
through Hls Son our Lord, This vidw of redemntion and his-
tory centers in Christ, wl'_t_.ose“'a;toning vork reveals God's
nlan for the world and lﬁ whom all creation finds 1fa pur-
pcgc., Such a perspective nlso glves ths membars of Christ's
body & richsr conceptlon of thelir role in God's economy of
reﬁ.a‘mptlcn and & greater eympathy for the revelations of
golence and the develoonents of hlstory."’

The surpose of fhie thesis i1z to present an intsrpre-
tation of Cclossiane 1il5-20 frcm the viewpoint of Chriat's
lordship, 2ad %o provide an introduction to the sxsgetical

provlemz o the Lotter to the Coloasslans.

45, B, Lightfoot, Bf. Paul's Epistles to the Jo

Jologalang
an 6_1)'._9_ Pnilemon {Gighth edition; Londoni Hacmillan and Co.,
358 3

Do 115,




CHAPTER IX
THE AI¥M OF PAUL'S LETTER TQ THE CHURCH AT COLOSSAE

)a‘mrlously Faul is pointing his letter toward a partic-
ular sifiuation at Coloesae caused by certain false tesachers.
The heresy trcubling the congregation has a Judalc tinge,
urging observance of ceremoniasl laws; it demands ssceticlsnm
throué,'h abstinence of various kinds; and these elements are
woven lntc an esctsaric ohilosovhy, a speculation concerned
about spiritual beings. That the angels, 2:18, are objects
of worship is not csrtain., Aa Theodor Zahn points out, the
brief refercnce tc fz&‘ydﬂ?’/g 7er oé—;:{}wr is not
sufficient basis for elaborating a system of angel worship.
The parallel use of fffdkz‘/o{ in 2i23 urgee that 2:18 re-
fers mersly to an external religlosity aping that of Mselﬂ-l
In general tho heretic:l group seems to assume an attitude
of arrogance and proud exolusivenese, Jjudging by Paul's re-
peated reference to "every man" as reciplent of the Gospel,
1:28.

How can we ac-:eount for this curious mixture of teach-
ings? Lightfoot presents an oxtensive, carsfully documented

argument for a Gnostlc-Essens heresy rooted in a dualism

trans-

Thecdor zan, mm.%an
lated from the third editlon Ediubur . Olark.

1909), I, 468-9. Addltional grammat 1oa1 and. contaxt
evidence'is oited.

s < ™ S | e
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geinsr Herrschaft Uber die Gennm,fi'}.

Although Cullmann mentions the outreaching ax‘panltt;n of
the Church, he minimizes the antipathy of the world, and
emphaslzes principally the Christians' struggle with demonio
po'wers.?’5 Perels contends that these spiritual battles muat
be seen in 21l thelr r;erceneas and that the responsibllity
to witness dare not be weakened; world and Church are op-
poslites:

Der Reichtum der Kirche wird verkleinert, bel ihr wird

das "noch nicht" betont. Das Unter-Ohristus-Sein der

YWelt wird isoliert von der Tatsache, dasz sie noch Fin-

sternis ist und durch dle Kirche su (.!hrut\:l gorurogs

worden mugz. Bsl der Welt wird das "schon' betont.

Although the members of the world stand under the same
King as do the members of the Church, a very definite dis-
tinotion must be made between the two kingdoms, wore than the
faotor merely of conscious or unconscious participation.
Perels points the way toward a view whioh takes in account
God's judgment upon sinners and maintains the true meaning
of Chriat's atoning work:

ristus
B o e Klemmor e ation, dass maon VT ein

dieser Klan-
relativer, vorldufiger Dusligmus innerhalb i
mey beateﬁt. Sonatswird auch hier das Eschaton preis

au%ppeltn op. cit., col. 517.
35Cul1mann, Kenagshorrachalt christd uad Kirohe A8
Heuen Tegtament, pp. 42-3.

36901‘61‘8‘, op. git., col. 198,
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gegeben. Bla bel Gottes Jlingeteni Gericht alles ihm
untertan wird, besteht ein grundsetztlicher Unterachied
zwilschen der geachaffenen, aber im Ungehorsam abge-
fallpnen Welt und der durch Christi Kreuzesblut erlide-

ten Xirche. Nur in lhrem Bereich sind dle or/oc¢
wirkt das m7siices, . Und es 18t nicht Demut, son-
dern .Ungehoraam, wenn sle ihrer eigentlichen .Aufgabe an
der Welt entzieht, dle Balzkraft verllert. Es geht hier
nicht nur um dle Schriftgemisze Verkindigung von der
Kirche, sondern um die Bsdeutung des Hellewerks Christi.3?

In this connection Perels notes that in Oolosaians, the sec-
tion 1:15-20 which speaks of the all-inclusive lordship is
followed very quickly by a reforence to the specific re- ‘
lationship of "Christ 'm you," verse 27.33 In conclusion
Porels observes that the two dangers which lt_n‘k in our view
of Christ's lordship, coarse dualism and vitiated atonement,
are best avoided by maintalning a balanced doctri.n.e of the
Holy Trinity:

D o T e achaaung, n deF Transtds

188z% Raum fdr dle Lehre vom Stndenfall, fiir einen re-

letiven Dualismus und damit fér eine echt heilsge-
schichtliche Verkidnd von dem Verk Christi und der

Sendung seiner Kirche,

Lord and God, all in 211

The complet:l.on.or Christ's lordship and the consunmation
nal verse of the sec-

of the cosmos are portrayed in the £i o :
tion, 1:15-20: A’ S w72 RToNnTHAARFRC T

37Ibid., col. 399.

3®1ma.

391!31_@. ., col. 400.
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o, =75 qlrov, :zt'aauowzqén_q Frn 7ol
wiicaro) 7oF sruupol abres, Iy wuros £55F 7
Ewl 7y y Ay EhE v By 7975 ovparsj. Of the many inter-
pretations of 'r‘aé ;rx;r«_ , verse 20, the most common
have been a reetriction to intelligent beings, to men, or to
the universal Church."0 In line with the whole trend of
thought discussed above, particularly under ferae 18, 7&\'
7’“57?6 is best understood in an unrestricted sense:
"The whole of that which exists.’! The subject of the in-
flnitive a’t.vz: k«mdda/‘;ﬂc evidently is a(/;g/ ag
in 1:19; ‘?/f; ar.«;-rpfz is relexive, also referring to. the

Father, 42
Z yd
The orux of interpretation lies in & ZPAX7HAAXF(

and Elzﬂﬁlfaﬂ'a/;ocy . In what sense is the recon-
clliation universal? If universal, how can the basis be the
redemptive work of Christ?

Lightfoot, while including in 70’(‘ 7Ky 7
universe and declaring that it will be restored to harmony,

the whole

1s reluctant to speak.further:
How fer this restoration of universal nature may be
subjective, as involved in the changed perceptions of

it
men thus brought into harmony with God, and how far
may have an :ﬁeotin and independent existence, it

‘bo:‘!eyor' ﬂ. m-' Pe 2"'0-
blrpia,
b2y 3ghtroot, op. git., P. 158.
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were vain to apeculate.h3
Indeed many speculations have twisted the passage into a
Vggue kind of harmony between creatures or a mystic absorp-
tion of the universe into God., A danger of a different sort
is the "Ohristian Universalism' of Cullmann, which views the
Church as a "remnant," repregenting all humanity as well as
The universe toward s new creation, just as Israel in 0ld
Testamwent times represented all nations in redemptive his-
tory. ™ L, Goppelt attacks Cullmann at this point, stress-
ing that the conasummation is inevitably accompanied by the
Final Judguent, when all the great and mighty of the sarth
will flee the wrath of the Lamb, Revelation 6:16-17.%3

The difficulty with abram«md)«t/aa is that 1t is
used 2lso in verse 22 in the sense of reconciling those %o
God who have been estranged through their evil deeds. But
wugt the meaning of }r'ra w7 AR u'a{daJ alwvays have this
neaning, following the strict usage of A 7oAAd Res
in 2 Corinthians 5:197 Friedrich Bichsel finds the third
(and final) ocourrence of a’fr’é(drdvk)do;é) ; Ephe- :
giens 2:16, particularly valuable for shedding light on

Colossians 1:20,
Kol. 1:15 redet von der Gnadsnabs!.eht, die Gott bewlesen

ua.__l.g'.' ¢ Do 157.

b4Gu11mann, Ghrist and Time, Pp- 116-7; 177-8k.
usGoppelt, op. git., col. 517.
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vat ( FoFOA S5y ), dle ganze Yelt mit sich zu
versdhnen, nicht von einer schon abgeschlossenen %“elt-
versdhnung, &roswrxiddékece kann nicht nur die
-Aufhebung dea Schuldverhidltnieses durch Gott bedeuten,
da es deutlich als Friedensatiftung, Kol. 1:20; Eph.
2:16 und als Neuschépfung, Eph. 2:15 erldutert wird,
also nichts nur Elngeitiges ist und den Gesamtlebence-
stand des }ensachen umfaggt, nicht nur eln Schuldver-
haltnis Gott gegendber. }

The uwza of the term in Epheslans 2:16 seems to indicate that
a; T 7 THAA ﬂa’%a: * 18 not alweys used in the particular
genss of 2 Corinthlans 5:19. Since xjraf«rud)xa{da

is found only three times in the New Testament and not at

all in the Septusgint, there can be little argument against
the poasibility of a gomewhat special use of the term in a
context which speaks in universal terms.

A reconsideration of the full context atrengthens this
view. As the universe was created in Christ and subsiste in
Him, so also through Hin 1% will reach consummation. As it
exists for Christ, verse 16, so through the Son will the es-
tranged world be reconoiled to the Father. Christ's en-
trance into complete lordship, His destructlion of all enemies
leads to the final act of restoring the redeemed and Jjudged

world to the Father, 1 Corinthians 15:28. The question con-

ceraing the role of evil angelé and the damned in the total

reacnciliation is probably best answered here, 1n tt}e casting

7
down of all oppoeition, a nullification ( aarwpgey )

of the forces insofar as they relate %o God, 8o that they

46, 16te1, oo, gif., I, 259

B a1 dedib il IR I
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b1
ere irrevocably excluded from the New Creation.

The reconclliation wlll take place through the establish-
ment of peace by the eroes of Christ, for the redemptive work
eealed by the resurreotion involves the whole groaning cre-
ation and assures 1ts final deliverance togather with tt;e
song of God, Romans 8:21, There 1s no room here for a nya-
tlc pooification of the elements in the universe. As Gop-
pelt puts 1%, reconciliation of all is simply "die Eschato-
Ioglache Viedervereinigung der Schépfung mlt Cott ,"‘"7 as
desoribed in Revelation 5:173:

And I heard every living creature in heaven and on

earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all

therein, saying, "To him who sits upon the throne and

to ths Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might
for ever and ever,"

Beyond thls we cannot see. As Helm writes concerning

the mystery of the New Creation where CGod will be all in all,

1 Corinthians 15:28,

iy kSnnen wohl sagen was das Neue, das Gott acharft,

nicht ist. Wir kdnnen aber nicht segen, was es 1st.
%ir miissen nur glauben, ohne zu schauen, uaom!.em auch,

ohne dze Geglaubte vorstellen zu kénnen,
Then will appear in full clarity and scope what now we ses

dimly, in miniature:

The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our
Lord smg. of hig Christ, and he shall reign for ever and

ever. HRevelation 11:l15.

L7Gopoelt, op. git., col. 517.
ueﬂem, op. oit., P. 222.
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