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THE BAB1LON OF 1 PETER 5:13 

A Theaia Preaented to the Faculty 
ot Concordia Seminary, st.. Louie, 

Depa.rt.msnt ot Hew Teatament. 
1n pa.rt,ial tul.til.1Jlent ot the 

requirement• tor the degree ot 
Bachelor ot D1v1n1t7 . 
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CliAPl'ER I 

INTRODUCTIO?J TO THE ffiOBL!M 

l Pet~ 5:13 reads: "The clmrch that 1a at at.b7lon, elected to­

gether with you, aaluteth you; am ao doth HareWI IIJ' aon." There are 

maD¥ historical problems connected wit.h an interpret&Uon of tbia 

C ' V81"88e First, who 18 )\. r11VIK.lt1<?1\? Second, lffl8J'9 18 Babylon? Third, 

who is Marcus whom Peter addreaaea u -. eon•? 

~e problem diacuaaed 1n this paper is the ·aeccmd ones Where 1a 

Babylon? Three theories have been adff.llcecil •Ba.b7lon" 181 {l) Bcmt, 

(2) Babylon 1n Mesopotamla, and (3) Babylon on the Nile River in Egypt.. 

Each of theae theor.1.ea ia diacuaaecl 1n a eaparate ChaJJhl'• The word­

ingot 1 Pet. Sal) doea not make it mandato17 to a,q that Peter•• 1D 

Babylon, where-.er it ia, at. the time he wrote. his first. epiatle. Thie 

is part.1cularq t.J'Lle· u · the EoJ,t1an tbeor., ia accepted. 7:be greet.mg• 

from the church ·at Bab,}rlon could have eClll9 through Muk. HOll8Yer., the 

natural thing ia tor Peter to be aendi.Dg greet,inga as 1-be reeult ot 

personal contact vit.h the church at Bal>7lon. We ha.Te • little 1ntor­

mat1on on the life ot P8ter that it ia theontical.q poaaible that. be 

-.,iaited &rq oE the t.hrM placH mentioaede In thia paper, W haw -

aumed that Peter wrote hie tint. eputle 1n the •Bab71Gn• llhoae ohucb 

aenda greet.iDga. 

The .toz,- of this theai• began last, mr when I -.. in Cairo, 

~. I vaa dinet.ed to the CopU.c chul'Oh• 1n BabTl.an by a trlmd 

llYing 1n Cairo at that time,. Hr • .lrtJmJ" Solnalltea. !hl'Gllgh Hr. 

Sohwnt,u I met the Rn. Mr. BoeJJD8r, th, putor ot the Gei n Pio-
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testant. Church in Cairo. In giving us t1nal directions tor mr a.:ur­

aion to Babylon, Mr. Moepior remarked that t-hf.s was the Babylon DIIID­

tioned by Peter at the end ot his .first epistle. Tho rem&rk interested 

me very mch, because the only theories I bad GVer board on Peter•• 

Babylon were the Roman a1ld the MsBOpotatrd an theories. iv, eur.l.oait7 

compelled me to epend two afternoons and a moming looking around Fort 

Babylon and its six churches. The first afternoon, rq companion, Dean 

I.llelcing, and I viaited some .of the churcbos with the aesiatance or an 

officer ot the law and his 1'1f'l.e. Our gracious guide balked at taking 

ue to the Jeviah a100gogue; we as8WIIEld: ha waa nfrnid that the comhiDB­

tion of our pale tacea and a visit to the Jewish synagogue would be too 

mcb even tor his trusty weapon: the people might mt wit to 8* 

whether we were "Iankee11 or "EDgl.eea"• The .next; att;emoon, the tllO ot 

us decided to brave the dangers 0£ Old Cairo, apecitienl.l,7 Fort Babylon, 

v.Lthout the PJ"Otection ot our otficial friend. We walked around the 

fort, plowing through the desert aand 'Which comea right up to the fffl. 

A little boy led ua to the a,nagogue where the rabbi'• aalli8tant pro­

ceeded. to give us a tongue lashing tor com1ng a1'CIW1d the back~. 

The following mming, I visited the Coptic lmaeum. and the library or 
the mNWB. In the libr&17 I tOUDd the· wr.ltillgs ot A .. J ., Mler upon 

whom I depended a great, deal when writing the chapter on the ~ian 

theorr. Becauee ot thia personal aeeociation, I have apent mat t.11111 

diacueaing the Bgpt1an theo1'¥. The llldn points ot the BanlD and 

8UDllllriMcl •re briet:q. 

Coneendng ~ r11rd1C"~IC't,:, I agree "1th J. E. Hllther and the_. 
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majorit.Y of comnentators that this re.rers to the olmrch at Balqlon and 

not to somo laay.1 Aotun:l.l.y• the problem has no direat bearing an the 

1ocation of Babylon. 

The idcmtity or Marcus could conceivably have eomething t.o ~ 

about the location of Babylon. Babylon ~ V.arcua &t!em t.o be cloeely 

related. Thia is particular~ so if the Egyptian theory is accepted. 

Where we f'elt it r.ecoasary in diocusuiDg the various theociea, w brm.ght 

in the problem of l>!arous. 

Thia thew is written with .certain basic assumptions. We auwaad 

that 1 Pater was written by Peter, the apostle of Jesus Christ.. We 

feel that the evider.ce tor the !'otrina authorship of the letter aa pre­

sented by- many earlier scholars and recently restated by Edward Gordon 

Se1lf1l'l2 ia concluaivo.. It was nacessa...""7 to assume the l\ltr:1.ne authoz-­

ship if the inquiry into the location .of- Babylon is to ha'VU 8117 maan1ng 

at all. We haw .f'url,her aa8Wl9d that Pete:- wrote this letter before 

68 A •. J>. Whether, as Selwyn suggests., Silvanus wrote the letter tor 

Peter or Patel' wrote it hixdaelt1 ie Wlimport;ant tor this paper.l 

lJ. E. Hut.her, ucnt.ical and begetlcal Handbook to the Geeral 
Epiat.lea ot Jamee, Pater, John, and -Jud••" Menr Comllleptyz, tnma­
lat.ed b.f Rev. Paton ti. Gloag et al. (Nev Yol'kt li'lmk and lrllgnaUs,. 
1887) 6 p. 189. . 

2&iwazd Gordon Selvyn, The 11.pt. Epiatle gt n. Pets {Ialdon1 
Macndllan and Co. Lt.d., 1947h PP• 2'7-J) • 

.3_DW., pp. 9-17. 



CRAPl'ER II 

THE ROMAN THEORY 

The Roman theory or the Babylon of l M. 5il3 seems to be the 

oost popula.r and the most cormonly acceplied theory. J·. E. Huth4'r., in 

t he Me,e~ Comm.entarl., ss_ya that the three principal reaeons supporting 

th:1.s :v-le1-r e.ra: (1) tradition, (2) the deeignati~ of Rome as Babylon 

in Rovelation., and (.3) the fact that t,bere were no Jews in the 

Mesopotamian !3a.bylon at t,his time ,.4 We will use moat of thie chapter 

t,o discuss t,he first ti~ r;oints; the thh"li point. will COlllB UJlder con.­

aideration when we speak of the Meoopot8mien. theory. 

The Authorit.iea 

The Roman theory has by £ar the greatest list 0£ authorit.iea eu.p­

porting it. Papi.as., Ri-G1"0I\Yl'll8.; Oecumenius~ Bed&., Lu.ther~ Thier.ach• 

Wiesinger., Ewald, Schott, Hoi"tman• Huther,.S S.i&f.fert.-, Kell..6 Bal.moll• 

4J. E. Bather, "Critical and Eaget.ical. Handbook to. the General 
Epiat.lea 'by Jamea, Peter, John,. and Jude;• Kff!r Comentarz• tranalated 
by Rev. Paton J •. Gloag s !l.• {New Yorki FuJlk and W8gnalle, 1887). 
p. :,40. ' 

5Ibld. 

6car1 Friedrich Keil, Connenar ttebtlr die Briete des Petl'Ua und 
Judaa (Leipsiga Doeri'tl.1ng ~ Franki;'l88JJ; P• 2S. 



s 
Rae,q,7 s.te,8 SehQD,9 IDbn,10 Stoeckha?dt,11 Jlaw:k,l2 a.u.,23 

Zahn.,lk· CnJl,uan,:l-5 Grotius, L:l.rooor~ c~w,. Sdex·, Hitzig, and Fa.rrar,16 

hold to the Ra:Da.n theory. 

Edward Gordon Seh9?l ~ t~t Babylon :ts "a eobrigqet- ror Bme•.l? 

Karl C-eorg Kuhn in Kittel• s Wo-erlerbucq sa:ys t!i.:i.t o!icy na:e can be 

thought or with regard to l Pet. S1l3.l8 

8Henr., Barclay 5-.-:sto, The Gospol According !:2, §1_. ~ (London• 
MacmiJJan and Co. Ltd., 1909)-. P• m.. 

%m:ard Gordon Sel-wyn., The First ¥st.le!?!~. ~!£ (London! 
MacmUlan and Co. Ltd.~ l94?JJ p. 2lti1• 

10Karl Gaorg· Kul'U1., "B-,:ibylo11.,n TheoloJdshes WoeJterbuch e ?~!9!9 T•Q:;1, compiled by e-omard Kittel (stut'tg~t"t,.: Verlag wn w. l'Gbl­
hanaar., 933) . ., I., 514. 

llU • Stoao~ardt 1. Kommentar !!!!!£ den Eraten .B.ti.Gt Petr;l (St.. I.aalaa 
Conco1'dia Pl.lblishing Houso, l912); ~pp. 7~. 

12Frl.edr:Lch llo.uck, Dj.e, §ri~ ~ Je.kol:Rui,- Petru;. Judn: g JopmMa 
Kirchen.brie.fe (Goettingent Va.nclenboeck und Balprflcht, :1949), P• 31.. 

lJFraneia Wright. mare, ~ !!£!! Bpi!!J.• !t Pets (O:dorda Bull 
Blaclatell., 1947) • P• 31. 

14'fheodor 1.ahn, Introduction !g_ !!!!. !!,! h:itamclt f t.ranslated baa 
the thud Geman edition b7 Jobn Moo:re 'heat, !1 !!•, ~· ,. ud. 
'l. Clark, 190].), II., 159-160. · 

l50scar Cul.llMn, Peter• translated ball the Geman b;r FloJd V • 
.F.Uso11. (PhUadelphia: The Westminster Preaa., 1953)#" PP• 8)-.,84. 

l6fredv!ok w. Farrar,. !h!, Ef:r;Jz: PQ!! 9J. ~stWJ!~ (Nw rosa 
Cassell, Potter, Galpin and Co~.- 1882)~ II.,. 53.o :n ... 

l?SallqD, g. Si.•• P• 243. 

lS&wm, op. cit..• P• SU.. --
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·•m of .AJ.~er, which m88118 a.oaut 2111 A.D. About. 1882 two Furopean artti­

qu,,.ri&.'l.a e.:.w the roll o.t.~ the J.aw referred to above~. ar.cl noted that it.., 

of great antiquity •. Their at~ to get possession or it ended ill fa.il.ue• 

and it. was ~ed to an unkno1m p1aee.l3l 'Tt'edition me.intains that th• 

t.omb or the prophet, Jeremiah is J.oct;.ted in this syna.gogue..132 

Th~ ,greeting in l Pet .. 5·:.13 c~s .f~n ntoo elect together with J.W 

in Babylan an<i ~~,. Hf/ son .. " It is nat,.i.ral. to sumise that J.ladc •• 
( 

cloeely eonneet.ed with Babylon.. S'he:rGtore, a study or Me..rk•·a conneeU.on · 

vith Egypt is pertinent to the Egyptian tli~ey. 

Bell cl.ainle t..hat the tradition that st. Marie was the founder ot the 

AleJl2U'ldri.an Church rests on ineecu.ro evidencs., Although ~a.blue (H. E. 

u. 16) mentiona that Mark founded t.he church at. Alemndria., earlier ila­

andrian writers like Clement and Ori.get1 make. no 2JJ.usion to this tact. 

Bell admits that ·thia is an argimeut from silence and, ·theretore, precariaua.U 

According to Coptic trsdition, Mark's father lived in EaYPt beta.re 

coming .to Jerusaletn. 'I'his might account tor hi~ Latir.. n&lli.8 ~rcu. Bpl­

phaniua (!!,aei~.. 51:• 6) stutea th~t Mark was· sent to FQpt by Peter ·and t.hC'e 

founded the church of Ale.xand.rial! Euaebiua (H .. l. ii. 16) e.lao tell.a .of 
. . 

hi1I CQ!ll1ng to Alexandria and adds (11. 24} that, ho was mrtyred tM.19 in 
�~� 

132Fowl-Gr; !!2• ...:!_t...# PP• 75-71., 

lJ3Bell, ..9R• ~., P•· JK/ • 
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the eighth yat.l:' of l~ero.1.34- Theophilus~ who may be th• old Ant1ochian 

biehop and apologete or about l.80., oeema to agree w.lth this. According 

to Cra;:ne1·, Hicet.as, and ot,hers. PeTAr eent Ma1'k aa hia aubstit.ute fl'OJa 

Ro.:oo to Egypt •. 135 

Zoll,, oa;y's ·t.ha.t the trclditio11 accorci:ing to which l!ark preached the 

Gospel il£ ::tgypl~ and bec<.l!e t.he 1·3.rst; bishop ot Al5lmlldri.a ,11a ancim and 

very little <sont ra,lici.scl, GO that. it i8 to be given a ce,rt.ain aaount -of 

credence; ttiou,gh its da.tu wld· oircwnst ... mces cannot be detormined with 

oor..aciiness. "JJ6 

]·o-rler., 'Who accepts the Egyptian theor.,2 uays that. Mark., the Bvangel.1st,1 

Vt:nt t o Alwcandria. nfil dis1;inguishes between John Mark and Mui, the Ewn­

geliat. lo ala> sa.ys that Bgypt.ian tradition maintains• without aey aut.hor­

it-y, ·t.hat ·t.he Ol"..i.ginal oi' i'.-13.rk•s Gospel wao WI"ltten in tho Copt,io J.anguage.137 

'.t'ho neta ~f.?.1'oi picture• Mark arrivi.~g tram~ ar.d f.'Oing tot.he J.,.. 

ieh quarter ~ Ale.>alXlrd.a, 1-mare hia .f.1.rst co~1 .. t i8 a. Jewim ebotalaker.I38 

Cov~ tradition namoe .Anniawa., a shoemaker:,. as. Mark•• tint CO!lftrt. 

He wa.o ordaiuoc:l ir1 44 A.D. and pit in oharge of tho church in Alaanclria 

vhe.n Nark visited a."ld i'oundod. other churches in Egypt.139 

lJ~ey, :21?• s!i•, PP• 14.3-11.4 .. 

l35Zahn, !11• cit., p. li,48. 

l36Il:dd0 P:• J.,Jl. 

l37Nallley., .22• cit •• P• 144. 

138rowleri> ~ m., pl). l~. 

139:.mrJ..oy, !H.• s.!:.•• p. u.4 •. 



~. a stl'ODgbold ot the lar]T Clmroh 

Earlier. we quoted Knight. to the etteet that Bgpt. wa one ot the 

t1rst pl.aces to receive the Goepel.U.O In the land ot Eai,t,, Chr18Uanit.7 

is suppoaecl to have appeared t1ret. 1n the cltiea ot Bab;ylon and Alaandrla. 

"'l'he whole Jewiah ommunity ot Babylon 1a reported to have ado~ the MW 

tait.h • • • • nl41. artJ.er eqa;. "The -C:opta -~ &DDDg the .tirat to wlaaaa 

the tidings ot the Goapel• to make a J'Ule ot Ute and ll0nb1p• azr1 to erect 

religious· bid ldinga. ul.42 

lhtler says that, the churches ot the Copt.• had cluared 'vJ..thin the 

w.Ua ot Fort, Bab7lon "floom the VU7 beginning• ot ChrJ.atiaDity.•l.U tater 

Babylon became the seat ot a biehopr:lc.144 The area became a at.rcmc ceatv 

of Chr.1.atianity. The tffl"itor., northllud _baa the tort._. lat.er dotted 

with chul'Chea am convent.a.14S m of' then tact• point to a atl"OIJI earq 

church at aLb7.lon. 

An 1ndlca.tion ot the strength ot earl,1' Chr1.t.1anit,' 1n ~ 1a the 

Eg,vpt1an engtn ot ·the Apocrn,ha.l Goapel ot Peter am the ipocal;fpae ot 

141w. T. Whitl97,. •The Chr1at1an1s1n& ot EoPt, HortbumbrJ.a, China,• 
le Bn1ev el Bgpfltor (Jul¥, 1929), mi. 323-328. 

U2ait1er. Apptent, COpt1g Ch1U'ehff 9', krP!:• I, P• fti. 

Wa&Uer;. lh• !I!!?. Copp!!\ s,t !s:Jel:, P• a,a. 

144aitl... l!:bfl.on 2' Epp\; p.. 14. 

14SaatJ.er, JI!! Jm Congu•fi it !IYP&, P• W• 
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Peter • .146 Thie· could ale be an 1J'kHcation that fe"r,.. 1n IlaPt,. or 

was 1n close contact with the Churoh 1n ~. it olher mdenoe to 8Ucb 

a relationship ie accepted •. 

Conmurtcation bet.wen Aa1a Minor and l!'c1P' 

A m&ttex- which nuat be cona1derad 1n conneotion with tb.e ~ 

theo1'1' is that ot transport.at.ion between Babylon and Aa1a Minor. ·tbrct 

aeema to have· reached Mer tram Ada Hlnor J>Ngping him -~ writ.. OGllld 

word have reached Babylon fl'OIII Ae1a Minor eald.l.71 it Babylon 1a placed in 

Em,t? 

Acta 2 indicates that there was easy oomm1cation with Jfl\iaal.aaJ &t 

least there were Jen from three of the tiw places mentioned in the address 

ot Peter• a lettei~· present in Jewaalem during the testi val ot Pentecoat. 

Verse 9 mentiona; OappadGcia, Pontua. and Aaia. 

An excellent road ran froDl t.he CU1o1an Ga,\ea nortlnalda thrmgh C.p­

padocia. am Galatia to Amieua on the TAa:x:bw.147 BT means of thia ~ a 

person could eaa!Jy get to Jeru-3..ea. We haw all'ead7 p,inted .out how 

easy it. vae tor a penon to get, from Jffll8111• to Babylon in Bc7P'. In 

.tact., the· parant.a ot Jeeue uade the trip vit.h Jems vben Ke we still WJ'J' 

JQUDg. 

An 1Ddio&tioll that there 1111118 al• · e8Q' 00.,.,.,,,,ca\icm bJ' ... 1,n,... 

Aa1a MimJ" am Fgpt, 1a that .App1a.D <Jg.a. IB-> oa.1.l.9 the ,..,,u... 
~1 .&•. sl-•1 P• S.S.· 

14?&lvard o. s.i.;,n, The fkn 1p1 W:• 2' A• .M!£ (Londaa1 
JfaowUlan and Co. LW •• 194'f. P• 46. 
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~. and people living in Car.la u tar u lonl& •1.be paople lllao 1** 

to. the •Egn,t,ian Sea•. •148 

In presenting the cue tor the Bab;yloD:1an t.ht1017 • w•w t.r1ecl to 

br.ln,g CNt. six main pcdnte ta:voring the theo17t (1) t.hat. tb!t1'9 ~ 

•• a place called Babylon 1n FQpt, at the U.. Peter wrote bia Ant 

epistle, (2) that. Babylon, Fc11*. we a p1aoe ot iapoitance. (3) that, 

Babylon, EoPt., vae mt on17 a fol't, but al• a e1t7, (4) that. there waa 

constant and -easy comnun1cat1on between PalAtat.ine and Baby1on,. ~. 

(;) that there WJ:8 .Jen. Ji'l'ing 1n Ba1>71.oD,. lfopt.6 when Peter vrot.e Ilia 

first epietlell and (') that 118.bJlon plqed an illpol'l,ant ~ 1n the be­

g.1,ming• and earl.7 growth ot Ch1'1atJanit7 in Jopt,. !be ~ theo17 

ottere a. literal interpretation 011 Pe\. S1l3,. Uil llllch d.ralwetant,tal. 

evidence to back up such an interpretation. 



CHAPrlll V 

The evidence which we ha.Te Jmtsent-ed to-r the three 1nterpretationa ot 

Babylon in l Pet. 5:13 makea 1t impoaaibl.e tor us to a,q vJ.th ,an., t1nallt7 

that one ot these places is the Babylon trm lddch Peter nnt ~inga. 

All three theories stand on oircmatantial. evidence, which 1• nenz,, eon­

cluoive. 

The two legs on llhich the 'Roman theory atanda are t1"8dition and a 

metaphorical interpretation. We haw ahown that the evl.7 tradition ot 

the Roman theory ie very weak, and that nothing can be prom about the 

use of the meta}ilor beoauae tbeN 1• no use ·of t,hie metaphor· antedating 

Peter's letter. 

Th.e only support tor the MNopotamlan t.heoq 1• that it, ia a llt.eral 

interpretation. We have prowd that, there are two literal interpnt&Uoma 

the Meaopotam1an Bal$Dn and the B&,pbian BabJ"lon. The JfuopotGd.an 

th•17 ·NemB to be, the wakut; ot the thl'M. 

Although there 1a moll d.rcwut,antial nide11ee tor Bab7lon, lgpt,., 

c1rcumatanUal evidence. u we aa1d before., ia nner oomluatw. It 

eee.me to ue, hOllff81"'.-. that the circwutant1al. flidence mpportJ.Dg the 

tact that it 1a a l1tera1 lnterpntat.icm giwa th1a theor,y peat, at.1"8Qgtb. 

Th• other tw tbeor.1.ea are old and genere.1J¥ aooept.ed tlMloJoieaJ they &N 

al.• batt1e-ecarred. .b G• T • Hllnl.Q" point,a :ou.t., tbe a. ntaton llhD 

interpr.etlng Bab7l,on aa Boll8 or tbl e1t7 ln Jllaopo\mda bue their theo17 

•mt ao mch on poaitiw mdenoe~ wb1ab tbtir adllit. to be .i.m.-., u 

upon the cl1tt1culU..a in the 11&1' of the &ltem&U.w aolJltlon.•149 !be 



Egy-9~ian theory has• generally s}>C3&ldna., not. been tested an:l .touDd w.ntingJ 

it has uaial.ly been pronounced Gilt of the quest.ion troll the atart.. We 

have not proved the Egwt.ian theoey. Tbew 1JJlq be trmmdot.le holea 1n the 

theory which w havEt overlooked. Olli" aapirations !.'¥r tbiti theda· are humble• 

we hopo that 'K"8 hn.ve preaented. tbe mterial. honestly and clearly enough to 

prove that the E&V}Jt.ian th«>ry ought to ·"be conceded to be mrtb7 ot m" 

consideration than it has rece1-..11IS0 

We be,lleve that the Mesopotamian theoey has ver., little 1111'1"1t.. U 

one acqept:s the tradition and metaphol"icel. ~ti.on ot the Boman 

theor.y aa valid., the Roman theo1'7 v1l.l be atl'Ong. For the penon a 
dernanria a literal intA'J!1)retation, the Egy.pt.ian theor,r 111 th.• beet. We 

should like to repeat what we said when diseusaiJ!g the. literal interpre­

tation: before accepting a ataphol"ical interpretation it ie neeeaa17 

to prove that the llteJ;'Bl inter.pretaUon 1e uaposeible. 

J. E. autnr comidered the Heaopotamian and the Eamarl theorJ.ee the 

only poasib1llt1ea. He. said that. the quaetlon 1a 11by no JlllaU Nttled 

ae yvt .• n1Sl fbe addition ot a third theo17 eene•, at ~he lRA• lo ._ 

how tar nm aet.tled the question actuall7 1a. 

149o. T. Man1.e7, •Bab-Tlon on the me_-•· la !J!epl:lpl. 9eff$!rl;r 
(April. 1944), m_ 142. 

~ • ._ PP• 145-146. 
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