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imply this, but acquainted with sectarian sensational-
ism, perhaps I was right in my implication.

Needless to say that it was an hour of story telling,
for it takes a woman's imegination to relate details
in a storyl She made history out of some imaginery
event such as saying that the lad wanted to serve Jesus
by offering his lunch to Him so that it might help the
crowd of five thousandl . . . we have no reason to add
anything to the Bible, nelther can we subtract from it,
but perhaps the woman preacher did not know any better.
If this woman can hold the attention of several hundred
people and make them come back Sunday for Sunday, we
Lutheran pastors who have a message can also take hold
on the peoplee>
A problem which weighs heavy in the mind of each new
church group invading & new field of activity is the problem
of allocation of territory or comity. This problem is
particularly acute to the church organization which is in-
terested in maintaining harmony, the spirit of good will,
and cooperation between itself and the other existing church
organizetions. Carino thus arranged a meeting with Mr.
Navarro, Methodist mission director in the Philippine
Islands, to determine the degree of success which had come
forth as a result of the Evangelical Union of 1901 between
the various church groups. In an interview with Navarro,
Carino along with his American Lutheran missionary acquaint-
ance, Mr. Doege, found out that the division of the archi-
pelago into districts or sections for distributing actually

was not absolute. It was ageainst the constitution of the
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Philippine commonwealth, for no religious body or confer=-
ence had the right arbitrarily to set up rules which demend
absclute respect by non-participating bodies. Navarro ex-
plained the cause of this division into sections was because
jealousles had crept in among the different Protestant sects
that they feared the spread of sectarianism. Furthermore,
the people were becoming confused, for they could not under-
stand which group was right and which was not.6

Navarro also related to them how the agreement had been
automatically broken in several instances by the participat-
ing bodies. To this effect he cited the example of the
Presbyterians who supposedly "slept on the job," on Mindoro
Island, & largely populated island. In one year the
Presbyterians failed to galn one member in Mindoro. This
invoked the Protestants of Mindorc to appeal to the Metho-
dists for help., The Methodists then began work in Mindoro
under Navarro's guldance. The Methodist mission director
appeared vory—accomodating to Carino and encouraged him to
visit him again leter for further discussion on the matter.

Already at this time Carino began to feel very strongly
that there was no moral law which forbade & church group
from working in an area where other church bodies either
were working or were neglecting their duty and failing to
reach many of its peoples. He was thinking especielly of

6Ibide, pe 27e
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the Philippine's great southern island of Mindanao. These
were his thoughts at the time:

Mindeanao is a little bit smaller than Luzon with
possibllities for growth much greater than Luzon.
Some day Mindaneo will be more thickly populated
then Luzon beceuse of the potentialities of both
the soil and native industry. Furthermore, the
latent naturel resources once disturbed would draw
people there by the thousands every year. As a
matter of fact an exodus from Luzon bound for
Mindaneo is taking place. People from the Ilocano
regions and the thickly populated sections of the
Visayas are sbeandoning their birthplaces and are
Pioneering there in Mindanao. The ideal climatic
conditions, the land being high and free from
storms, attract also the ambitious rich and the
intelligent. If Mindenso were alloted to the
Baptists does that mean that Mindanao would be

the land of the Baptists some day: So any arbi-
trary sectioning of the islands is ridiculous,

and the leaders of these groups seem to take the
same attitude.

One day in the middle of June, Carino called on two
individuels in Cavite who had responded to Lutheran Hour
broadcaats. They were Mr. Lazaro and Miss Consolacion Tagle.
Lazaro was & friendly, accomodating young man with a fine
family who was of Ilocano origin as well as Miss Tagle.
Lazaro was quite pleased to meet Carino as a representative
of the Lutheran Hour. He showed his hospitality by invit-
ing Carino for a meal. It was here where Carino made future
plans for this family as he could sense the enthusiesm and
fine response of both husband and wife with regard to the

Iutheren Hour. He thought they would be fine messengers for
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the Lutheran Hour in publicizing it to their immediate
neighborhood., Miss Tagle was also much interested in the
program and showed herself as one who appreciated the things
of the spirit.8 v
Carino was saddened in seeing Cavite and many sections
of Manila without the pure Gospel. He saw practically no
Protestantism in Cavite as was the case in thousands of
Filipino towns and cities. He contended:
It seems that Protestantism has falled to carry out
its mission. Just why, I cannot explain. The many
hundreds of thousands who live in these larger cities
are simply pathetic spiritually. Along the road on
which I travelled to Cavite I noticed so many chil-
dren, people with immortal souls still groping in
spiritual ignorance. This is evidenced in their
lives. Their children are ignorant, ill kept, dirty,
and the homes are still filthy.9
Carino continued to survey the different districts of
Menila cnly to find thousands upon thousands of under=-
nourished children living with ignorant parents, greand-
parents, brothers, and sisters. In one instance, he saw
two small children about a year and a half old along San
Nicoles. As their parents sold their pineapples to the
passers-by on the sidewalk, the two dirty undérnourished
children sat quietly with nothing to do but look in a cer-

tain direction with a blank stare in thelr eyes. He sadly

81bid., p. 30.
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gazed upon their thin legs about the size of his thumb.
They looked like skin and bones with thelr little stomachs
bulging out.1® Sad to say, the churches were catering to
the intelligent, to the rich and well-to-do. The forgotten
men and women were the countless thousands of under-privi-
leged and lgnorant masses in the many slum areas of Manila,
Not only in the district of San Nicolas was this the case,
but also in Binondo, Cavite, and Tondo.

Oon June 30, 1940, synod's observer for missions
(Carino) received a clearer picture how the natives felt
about the protestant American missionaries. He was invited
to an informal tea given by the Doeges. At this social
gathering he met two young men from the Philippine Independ-
ent Methodist Church--one a former theological student, and
the other was a native of Sumatra studying in one of the
colleges in Manila. It was enlightening but sad to hear the
examination and re-sxamination of the American missionaries
sent to uplift the Filipinos spiritually and otherwise,

This is what he later related in his report:

here as
They all agreed that the men who came
éi;sionarges are too proud and aloof. One sald that
the missionaries do not admit their Filipino me?bers
to enter their front door nor sit on the sala, for

white men and other
those ane/neserved GLEYALS thewo said that some of
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allowances, and children's allowances. These mission-

aries who seldom do any mission work except preach to

the few intelligentia who worship in their magnificent

churches on Sundays, pay ten or twelve pesos a month

to in-experienced converts called lay ministers to go

to the natives to do the mission work which they

should be doing. And they get all the credit for

whatever converts those poor native missionaries may

be able to accomplish., In talking about their mes=-

sage, the Sumetra student said that they do not bring

Christ to them, but talk on matters which may to them

sound sensational such as the discussion of Eublic

issues, politics, wars, labor troubles, etc. 1

Schmidt, Executive Secretary of the Board of Foreign
Missions, arrived in Manila on July 25, 19440, to make a
mission exploratory tour of the islands with Carino. From
Chaplain (Captain) Peter Schroeder of Nichols Field, a
graduate of Bronxville Collegiate Institute and the United
Lutheran Seminary and other reliable sources, they learned
that there were over three hundred German families in the
Philippines all or most of them being in Manila. Schroeder!'s

v personal contacts with the German refugees and residents were

deemed valuable, becaﬁse it was considered possible to begin
mission work with this nucleus in case there were undue op-
position to the Lutheran Church by the other Protestant
churches. They made a detailed study of the map of Manila,
indicating the strategic places for possible locations of
mission stations in the future. After this, for several
days they visited parts of Manila where possible mission

work could be started by future Lutheran missionaries.

11l1pide, pe 39
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Their visit to radio station KZRM proved to be & visit
of delight and value to them. The radio station personnel
spoke nothing but pralse for the Lutheran Hour and expressed
their wish for this world-wide broadcast to be continued in
the Philippines because of the large fan-mail it drew. The
manager of this radio station instructed them to look around
for a representative Lutheran who could deliver a Lutheran
sermon through the radio in case the Lutheran Hour disk
falled to arrive in time from the United States. Both
Schmidt and Carino considered the Lutheran Hour as an im-
portant mission agency for acquainting the public with the
pure doctrine of God's boundless grace in Christ Jesus .12

Before making their trips through the Philippines,
Schmidt and Carino met Dr. Enrique Sobrepena, the foremost
Protestant leader in the Philippines. He was responsible
in bringing about the new Protestant movement in the
Philippines, namely, the United Evangelical Church of the
Philippines. He became the first moderatbr of this body
and was then the pastor of the United Church of Manila and
president of Union College of Manila. Sobrepena was & prod-
uet of the American universities and he appeared to our
representatives as a democratic, tolerant Christian gentl?-

man, He asserted himself as a unionist hoping eventually to

127pid., pe 426




3l

complete & union of all the Protestant churches. He was
broad enough to respect the bellefs of others and thus wel-
comed the coming in of the Lutheran Church and other bodies
whose primary intent was the evangelization of the Philippines.
The visit again was worthwhile in that Sobrepena promised and
did write letters of introduction to his friends in the
Visayes and Mindanao regarding our representatives' future
visit to these places. A feeling of good will was defi-
nitely attained through this personal contact with
Sobrepena.13

Soon after this meeting with Sobrepena they travelled
about 160 miles north to the city of Baguio in Northern
Luzon, a city of some 16,000 inhabitants. Baguio in the
Philippines is what Denver, Colorado, is to the people of
the United States., Its streets, buildings, landscaping,

) roads leading out, manner of dress, stores, and even its
climate were quite similar to that of Denver. It was here
they spent a day touring the city and its surroundings.
They attended the service of the United Evangelical Church
where 200 souls were in attendance. Here there were
Americens, Filipinos, Chinese, Igorots, farmers, doctors,
businessmen, soldiers, students, among them twenty-five

cadets of the Philippine Military Academy of Baguilo, fine=-
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looking men in their trim uniforms. Schmidt had an inter-

esting account of this visit, He reported:

o« + o« After the service we were greeted by Chaplain
Day of Fort Williem McKinley of Manila, whom we had
met & few days earlier and who had come to Bagulo for
a short vacation; and then we were taken in charge by
Dr. James Rodgers and became his guest. He is the
first Protestant missionary to the Philippines after
the American occupation in 1898 . . « At his first
attempt to hold a service mugs of beer were very much
in evidence, since the natives thought all Americans
drank beer., Even at the second service, an announce-
ment had to be made that the caballeros would please
throw their cigars outside or stamp them out. The
services were crowded from the start. Dr. Rodgers
worked many years as & leader in the work but now
lives in retirement in Bagulo.

Across from the market is the bus stop. It 1s inter-
esting to see how the people got the many things pur-
chased in the market onto the bus and themselves be-
sides., There was much excitement when & small pig,
which had been placed in the baggage rack under the
bus, had disappeared. Much in evidence were fighting
cocks, tenderly carried by their owners.

Oh that we might learn to take our workers who are now
standing more or less idly on the market-place and put
them to work, preaching the Gospel of redemption through
the blood of Christ, going out also into the far places

of the world even to Igoaﬂt villages in the Philippines
to lead souls to Christd

They visited famous gardens and parks including the Ameri-
can High Commissioner's mension, beautiful Camp John Hay.
But foremost in their minds was the observance of life as
it existed there. They studied the people in the market
places and on the streets, both the Igorots and the-civi-

lized natives. From Bagulo they travelled by bus down to

Uo, =. Schmidt, "In Baguio, Where Sunday is Market
Day," The Lutheran Witness, LX (April 15, 1941), 140,
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San Fernandeo in the province of La Union for their stay
overnight and continued on to Manila the following morning.

The day after their arrival in Manila from the north-
ern provinces, Schmidt end Carino began their expleratory
trip to the southern islands. They started on a Tuesday
af ternoon from the Pasig River pier of the Maritima Steam-
ship Company in Manila. Their trip to Iloilo City on the
island of Panay was a most enjoyable one. The sea was
quiet and everyone was comfortably cool on this ship away
from the humidity and heat of Manila. The following morn-
ing found them viewing thousands upon thousands of coconuts
along the shores in the sunlight, and along these shores
they saw native shacks dotting the villages and the white
roofs of bulldings in small towns.

Arriving in Iloilo City on this same morning, they
hired for themselves an automobile and a driver to view the
city and particularly the suburb, Jaro, where the Baptist
college was located.15 They were taken through the campus
where they observed hundreds of boys and girls busy with
their heelth exercises, girls in one section of the campus,
and boys in another section going through their military
drills. After taking a few pictures of the campus, they
drove on several miles to find the only Protestant Church

in Jaro.

15carino, op. cit., Pe 47
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Driving around Iliolo City and walking through its
streets, they observed life as they went along. They no-
ticed a life of simplicity among the masses, whereas the
upper cless showed extravagance. Whereas the masses lived
in nipa houses, smell but neat, the rich and powerful lived
in mansions. ILooking at the religious side of things, they
saw that the Protestants and, in particuler, the Baptists,
were not very strong though their influence in Jaro with
the college was indeed a wholesome one. Their church build-
ings were nothing pretentious, and their locations had much
to be desired. Carino expressed the view that it was poor
psychology to build a church edifice to suit the means and
low taste of the poor and ignorant, but rather that one
should build in a respectable location with a beautiful
building, simple in design, where the poor and ignorant
could be elevated in spirit and aspire to things beautiful.

Protestantism was found to be comparatively weak in the

Iloilo City area.16 Iloilo City is the fifth largest city

in the Philippine Islandse.

The next day found them in Cebu City. Cebu City was

in striking contrast to Iloilo, for here the Cebu women were

wearing the latest Americean dresses instead of the native

dresses worn by the Iloilo womene. Cebu City had much of

American culture with abundant evidence of American vehicles,

7p1d., p. 48
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shows, and magazines., Even though this city was perhaps
the oldest in the Philippines it had enjoyed progress. Its
streets were wide and clean while its modern buildings dis-
played the high regard of its people for things beautiful.
On their first brief stop in this modern capital city of

. Cebu, our men had merely seen the places of interest. The

steamship itinerary planned to return to Cebu City after a
trip to Surigao, :

Surigao was the first town in Mindanso our men set
foot on despite the fact it was not included on their itin-
erary. As the ship docked a large crowd of natives and some
white people were there to meet the boat. Carino wrote of
Surigao: |

We walked through its main street by the constabulary
barracks and market place. Then we decided to locate
the Protestant church building. After asking several
individuals where it was located, we finally came to a
place where we least expected it to be. It is a frame
building left without paint and the front was full of
weeds and overgrown grass. It seemed as though the
members '‘did not take pride in it. A narrow path led
to the door which perhaps was muddy whenever it rained.

e« o« o Now a picture of the city after going through ite.
It 1s typically & frontiers town. Its bulldings are
temporary, and hence not imposing. Many of the houses
are built at the edge of the sea, and as a matter of
fact some of their posts stood in the water. Like many
of the new places of Mindanao, there promises to be a
large town there some day. Taking advantage of the
future, the Roman Catholic Church i1s gaining a strong-
hold there. I saw not less than six white priests in
this 1little town of five thousand.l7

171bide, pe. 50.
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Returning to Cebu City, the second largest city of the
Philippines, they discovered only one Protestant church in
this city of almost one hundred thousand souls. The church
was owned by the Presbyterians, for Cebu was in Presbyterian
territory as designated by the Comity agreement. During
thelr short stay in Cebu, they observed the quiet night life
of these people finding it much different from Manila or
any large Americen city. Mr. Dia, director of the Presby-
terian student center, was not in when they called with a
letter of introduction from Sobrepena. That afternocon they
boarded the "S.S. Bohol" for Dumaguete on Negros Island.

It was raining when they reached Dumaguete, the home of the
famous Presbyterian school in the Philippines, Silliman
University. However, the boat's stay was brief there and
no one was able to do more than satisfy himself with a poor
view of the city through the misting rain and fog.

About [:30 in the morning on August 11, 1940, their
ship sailed for Illigan on Mindanao. Schmidt and Carino
disembarked then and hired a car and driver to Dansalan,
Lanao, thirty-five miles inland from the coast where Dr.
Laubach had worked hard amongst the Moros. About 7 a.m.
they were most graciously received by Mrs. Laubach, although
they were total strangers. As they were eating breakfast
set before them by Mrs. Laubach, Laubach returned from his
weekly Sunday morning visit to the leper colony. They

attended divine service and Sunday School, the former with
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about 65 people in attendance, among them a dozen Moro
young men who were still Mohammedans, After dinner Laubaéh
and Dean McKinley of Silliman University took them to a
little station fifty miles away, at Lambutan, on the other
end of Lake Lanao. Schmidt described the scenery on this
trip as most gorgeous. Most of the time beautiful Lake
Lanao was in sight with its 125 miles of shore line. The
lake is 2,300 feet above sea-level, and most of the time the
road was above the lake. As they drove along this road
through the Moro villages, they often passed groups of Moros
in open space who gave blood-curdling yells which sounded
none too friendly. At Lambutan they visited the ideally
located government vocational school where Laubach weekly
instructed prospective young leaders in spiritual truths.
Four young men were examined and baptized by Laubach in a
most impressive service that aftermoon. A native evangelist
had prepared these candidates for baptism. The story was
told how in this very same house a few years back an Ameri-
can manager had lived with his wife and smnll'daughter.
But one fateful day the Moros attacked this place, and a
Filipino servant girl was killed in her valiant defense of
this family. On their return trip the Moro boys were con-
stantly yelling and throwing stones at the car and watching
to see whether the tires would pick up nails which had cun-
v ﬁingly been placed in the road. Laubach, the Congregation-

alist church leader in this famous Moro region, told our




