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THE WYCLIFF1TE /ND LUTHERAN ELEMENT
IN THE ENGLISH REFORMATION

Introduction

Scholars and historians the world over have spent

meny tedious hours in arranging and re-arranging, dis-

cussing and re~disocussing, searching and re-searching,
writing and re-writing to find answers to the problems
and difficultios whioh confront the world in analyzing

the history of nations, races, and people. One of the

most controversial topics in the history of the world is
the Reformation Period. It is very difficult to find . 5
agreement among historians concerning certain periods in
this Reformution history. The material avaliable must

be weighed very carefully, eand one cennot jump to con=
elusions until he has made & thorough study of the entire
picture,.

The above situatiou 1s very evident when one con=
siders the keformaetiun that took place in lngland. The
Reformation in Lngland is just one small part of the
greut Reformation that took place on the continent.

However, it is entirely difforent &nd one must be very



- careful when he reads meteriel on the inglish Reformation,
He nust alwayg take into consideration the position of

the author, Romen Catholics usually write as if the
Reformation in ‘England would not have taken place if it

had not been for the desire of Henry VIII for a divorce.
Protestant writers list errors and corruptions in the
church, and the influcnces of certein prominent individe
uals. Economic writers and political theorists approach
the entire picture from a different angle tnd endeavor

to place the causes outside of the Church. For these
reasons the reader of Eﬁgliah_nprormation must be ex-
tremely cautious and must tuke into consideration all

views before he forms any conclusions.

: The period which this .thesis discusses 1s one of the
uost importent periods in English History. The years 1300
to 1550 show to the world why the Church of England is no
longer a member of the Roman Church, This thesis endeavors
to show.how the teuchings and works of John Wycliffe in the
l4th century help lay the foundation and groundwork for the
real beginning of the Reformation in Englend in the 16th
century, and how the Lutheran element from the continent
fits into the scheme of events during the early years of
the English Reformetion. Agein we have to be very careful
not to overestimate the influences which John Wyeliffe and
Martin Luther play in deciding the course of the English
Reformation. It is vain to speculate whut might have
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happened or what could have huippened if these two men
hed lived at the same time. However, one thing is
possible. English Protestentism finds its roots in the
plioneer labours of John Wycliffe,end Martin Luther not
only gives the stimulus and inspiration but also influ-
ences the English leaders of the 16th century.
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" century; the olouds were guthering; and the storm was quick=

I1.CONDITIONS IN ENGLAND DURING THE 14TH CENTURY

The word "reformation" suggests one important item,
that is, the existence of evils which make reform & neces-

8ity. The evils in Englend were mounting dally in the 13th

1y approgohing. islthough there do not seem to be any sects
or division£ of :rominence in England outside the rapal
Chureh before Wycliffe's time, there seems to be an awaken-
ing of the Reformetion spirit that culninetes under the
leddership of this great men. About 1165 thirty Germen weav=

ers had come to LEngland and in the minds of the bishops they
were disseminating opi:ions that in their judgment were

heretical.sk It is of no improbable conjecture-that .others

of the Continental sects besides the thirty German weavers
came to Englaend, and tbhat in unobtrusive manner they ine
fluenced the thought and belief of those around them. at
all events tiere is the evidence that among persons of
humble degree in life, and amongst the monks and friars,
were those uwekened in some degree to the errors of their

time. Before long, however, the great leuder of reform

wes to nppear.?

1. The term "heretic" meant in those days opposition
to papal authority as much as oppostion to the theologicol
dogmas of the Church. Term will be used in this manner
in this thdgls.

8. W Ig. Beckett, The English Reformation j.'_g. m 16%th

Qentury, pe. 46. :
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The conditions in the Church at this time were any=
thing but what they should be. This stete of affairs did
not only exist in England, but also throughout the entire
world. The people were living in darkness and ignorance
of God's truth. There was no such thing as dootrine. The
people were blindly led by the bishops and priests und were
perfectly oonten¥ to usocept everything that wus said to them.

The English Church at Wycliffe's time hit an all time
low. 1t was at this ti:e that mny corrupt dooctrines were
fully established =~ the doctrine of transubstantiation;
the withholding of the cup from the laity; the necessity of
confession as the eundition of receiving remission; and
penance uccepted as the explation for sin. The clergy
in no way were shepherds of their flocks, Their ignorance
wcs often incredible. Wyeliffe declared that many of the
clergy of his day knew not the Ten Commandments, nor read
their psalter, nor undersicod a verse of 1t.3 The clergy
are accused by many historiens of venality, dissoluteneas,
ignorance, and a disregard for dutias.4 Mendlcant friars,
who formerly geined the hearts of the people snd stimulated
religious life, were in the 1l4th century a general nuisance.
They sold indulgences, they invented pious frauds, they

were covetous under pretense of poverty, they had become

3. William Clark, The Angllcan ormation, in the

Epoghs Churoh Higtory, Vol. 10, p. 50,
4.2§ohn Lord, geaeoz'l Lights é.g History, Vol. 111, p. 396,




luxurious in their lives, they slandered the regular clergy,
they usurped the prerogatives of purish priests, und they
enriched their eonvants.5 lionasteries and nunueries, so

_Tar from being sorinaries of learning and piety, were hotbeds
ol 1nf1déiity‘and vice. The abbots and friars, grown wealthy
and indolent, lived on their ill-gotten galns like Eastern
potentates., Their feasting, rioting, &and sumpiuous living
shoockxed the who.e country.6 Futhermore the Catholie Chureh
was sware of the existing evils., Twenty years before
Wiyocliffe bdgen his protest epainst the flaegrent sbuses in
the Church, Bishop Fitz Kelph of irmagh 1sid his famcus
indictrent of the four orders before the Pdpe at Avignon.
"For commonly if there be any cursed swearer, extortioner,
or udulterer, he will.not be shriven at his own ocurate, but
go to & flattering friar thai will essail Lim feisely for

a little money by year."” The rich were forgiven for a window
in the eloister, and the poor for a.ﬁair=qr shoes or a dinner.
ind idem of Usk, a prosaic lawyer, went to Rome, and though
‘he hu:d no love for Viycliffe's teaching, yet says, "There
everything was bought and sold so that benefices were glven
not for desert, but to the highest b!.ddar.“8 Dallmaq in his
book on #yeliffe quotes from iiilmen's Letin Christianity the

D. 1Ibid 395 .

6: Jde Eiitg; Smith, The Stars of the Reformution, P. 6.
7. Williem Dallmenn, John Wyolif, p. 42.

8. Ibide; Do R2s
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petition of Londonéra %o Parliement® which fully substenti=-
ates the above views on the conditions in the Church at
this time.

The greutest uvil to mAny was the control of the
finances cnd property by the Church. 2apel exaetions not
0:ily erippled the govérnment but also impoverished the nation,
Half the'tuxaa went to the support of a fureign priesthood,
and the texes cume only from the people, not from the clergy.
They were exempt from all taxes. The Dominicans &and
Franciscan orders held half the soil of England which was
e;empt from taxes snd subjeot to foreign sway.lo A1l
clerical appointments were made by the pope and all the
clergy were under his jurisdiction. 4nd with the clergy
holding .a prevailing hand over the consciences of men, the

Pope actually ruled Ingland,

9. Ibide, pe 235, Iiilmen, Latin Christianity. "since the
Church oI Zfigland, fatally following that of Rome, hus becn en-
dowed with temporalilties, Faith, Hope, und Charity have deserted
her cormunion. Their priesthood is no priesthood; men in
norval sin cannot oconvey the Holy Ghost. The clergy nrofess
celibacy but from their peampered living are unable to practice
it. The protended uirecle of Transubstantiation leads to idol-
atry. Exorcism, or benedictions are wvein, delusive, and dia=-
bollical. The rea.m cennot prosper so long as spiritual pere
sons hold secular offices,. One who unites these two is a
hermaephrodite. 41l chantries of prayer for the de&d should
be suppressed; one hundred religious housses would be enough
for the spirituai wants of the reelm. IPilgrimages, the worshipe
ping of the Cross or images, or reliques, is idolatry. suricu=-
ler confession, indulgences, are mlschiesvous or & mockeryeee
ese Convents of females ere defiled by licentiousness end the
worst crimes.™ :

10. $mith, op. cit., p. 10.

PRITZLAFF MEMOURIAL LIBRAK?
CONCOKDIA SEMINARY
ST. LOUIS, MG,




The politicel pioture at this time shows a strong
nation:l feeling developing ageinst the Papacy. Englond
hed just defented Frence cnd Scotland, and now to pay
elleglunee to the Pope who was a vassal of the French
King was definitely cut of the guestion. During the
reign of Ldwerd 11l three importent laws were passed.

l. The ET.ATUTE UF £RUVISORS AND BENEFICES OF 1350
which states tihat in every case in whioh the Pope
attempted to confer office the King had the right
of filling the post,.

2, In 1363 Pariicment pusses the STATUTE (F PRABNUINIRE
which proi.lbited the curryiung of matters that
belonged tc the royel Jjurisdiction before a for-

eign tribunal end aprecl from the former to the
la tter, ; i el

3. Wthen Pope Urbin V demanded the sums that had been
guarenteed %o him by King John and whieh hud been
owing for 33 years, Parliament decree@d ihat no kKing
could make agreements like that and they would
not pay it again,

The social conditions in Englend during the l4th
century were also in the seame turbulqnt estate us the spiri~
tual. The most terrible plague which the world ever wite
nessed durkened the plains of England &nd thousands upon
thousands of lives were lost. This brought on much poverty,
social unrest, snd hatred which finaully culminated in an

open rebellion -- the Peasants' Revolt of 1381. Throughout

the aniire nation there wuas much killing; meny executions; &nd

barbarous and bloody assaults in many seotidns of the countrye.

In the literary field we have two importent writers
during this age, Geoffrey Chaucer '(1340%?=-1400) and William

i e T e i
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Lungland (1530-1400?). Both these men and their friends
were representatives of a generation thut had begun to look
at life with open minds. Lungland was-u loyalist and an
orthodox Catholie, whose voice, independent of that of the
thevlogical Viyeliffe, was raised with such power in the
cause of social and ecclosiustiocal reform that next to
VWycliffe none was greater.ll lany think that in the
2rologue to the Canterbury Tales Chaucer drew the picture
of Wycliffe; at any raute, the description fits him
perfectly.*® 1In the market places and on the village
greens, songs and ballads were being sung that show forces
were working mightily in the direction of the ecclesiastical
revoiution.dd :

This is the England that faced John Wycliffe when he

"appeured on the horizon,.

1ll. Beokett, +) X c_i_!l’ pe. 60,
la. Dallm&lnn [ _QE. s_ii‘- ? p. 56.
13. Beckett, op. eit., p. 6l.




II. THE :ORNING STAR OF THE REFORMATION

Without a doubt John Wyocliffe deserves the title,
"the Horning Star of the Reformation"; He mey not heve
been the "reformer™ in the true sense of the word as
conpared with the 16th century reformers, but he did set the
spark which grew by leaps uand bounds into a roaring rire
at the tice of Martin Luther. 4&s Wimberly states, "He was
ihe voice crying in the wiidernaas' as it were, 'Prepare
ye the way of the Lord'. He was the pioneer seeking to make
the puths straight; he was the entering wedge of Reformeétion;
he wes thé cautious scholarly builder of truth. With
fiyoliffe the Reforauiion was born; evangelical faith awak-
ened from the dead ashes of a depraved eoclesiastioisa."l
John Wyeliffe was born about the year 1328 in Yorkshire.
Bectuse of the reager information coucerning his early
life doubt has sarisen a@s to the exact date and pluce of his
birth, sooiel standing, and childhood influences. I1n 13563
it is reported that his father died and thai his son became
proprietor of the family menor. This is a signifiocant
fact because John of Gaunt, Duke of Lencaster, was overlord

of this terriiory since 1342 a&nd played an important part in
Wycliffe's later life.2

1. C. F. Wimberiy, Bescon Lights of Faith, p. 57.
2. Jemes MoKinnon, The Origin of the Reformation, P. 80.




At the age of 16 he was sent to Merton College, Oxford, !
where he began to prepare hinmself for his later labours.as a
great reformer. Two thirds of his life were spent in breparation
for his tuask before he dealt with questions of public concern.

Ho first studied the seven arts cumposing the trivium and
quedrivium, namely, gremmar, rhetoric and logic, music, arith-
metlc, geometry, snd astronony. With this as a buckgrcund
Wyocliffe took up the study of theology and cenon law.a His

college career was such a brilliant one that even an eneny

like Knighton had to admit thet Wycliffe was the "most eminent ‘

doctor of theolugy of those days. 1In philosophy he wus second :

to none, in scholustic learning 1noqmparable."‘ |
Wyeliffe's life as & scholar did not stop after his

graduation. He was elected master of Balliol in or about 1361,

but soon resigned his position to become parson at Fyllingham

in Linecolnshire. During his stay at Fyllingham it it believed

that he studied at Oxford and received the degree of Doctoxr of

Divinity in 1866(%?). In 1365 he was mede head of Centerbury

Hall, but heid this position only until 1367 when he was ousted

by the new irchbishop Langham. &lso about 1365 he was made "a

peculiar cleric of the King", likely a Royal cheplein. Through

this position he gained influence at court, and made a deep

inpression on the nobles &and on the citizens.” In 1368 he

resigned his pastorate

3. Henry C. She.don, History of Egg Christian Church, p. 401,
4, Ghayzey. Reaging;.;g English History, p. 267.
5., Dallmenn, .ope. git., PP SOff,

:
)
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&t Fyllinghem end beceme the rector of Ludgershall in
Buckinghamshire so he could be closer to the University.
At the university his populerity grew and he spent meny

hours lecturing to the students. In 1574 the crown gave
him the parish of Lutterworth in lLeicestershire which he
Kept until his desth.

Although Viye.iffe took & very active part as a curator
of souls, he was ulso secn on the political front., Since

polities in those days were so closely connected with the

Chureh, tpere was an overlapping of ecclesiasticel and w
political problems. This pleyed an important part in
Wyeliffe's thinking. First of all, as Lechler observes,

it is Wyoliffe, the patriot, whom we have to place before

the eye. He represented in his own person that intensifi-
cution of English natiorial feeling which was conspicuous .
in the 1l4th century. At his first appearance he wus the
statesmen and the diplom:tist rether than the theologian;
although there was alweys underneath the religious spirit, and
in the end his whole undivided strength wus concentruted upon
the ecclesiesticul domain.6 It was in 1357 that Urban V
demended that the Iing puy the .feudal tribute which hedn't

been paid for 33 years. Such a demand ceme at the wrong

time for Englend hed just won the famous battle of Creoy
end was not in the humour to suhmit.7 The King, Perliament,
and the people refused payment and the Pope threztened

6. Clark, ODe Qite, Do 37,
7: Dallm:lnn. Ope 8it., Do S.

‘0%



excomnunication., 1t was at this time that Wyeliffe's fume
8% the University sprezd to the court. In 1365 his advice
., Wwas usked with .respect to the tribute demande¢d by Urban which
had been unanimbusly repudiuied by the three estates of the
reulmn. Wyoliffe wrote & state paper on the subject, and the
tex was never paid .egain. The enti-papel zeal which he dis=~
played greatly added Lo his popularity &t Oxford, vwhere he
now became the acknowledgod leader.®

Continuing his service for the King, Wycliffe was sent
s one of the royal oommiasionerp to Bruges in the Nether-
lanis in 1374 to deel with ten papal delegates, Like Luther's
ragous trip to Rome, it brought Wycliffe into more intimate
acqua.intasce with the corrurptions of the papacy, and the
mischief of monastioc institutions.g The conferences were very
unsuccessful, and Wyeliffe returned to England to devote his
time to the reform whiech was so desparately needed. His
theory was to turn to the ciéil government urging it to re-
gain the usurped suthority of the churuh.lo

The political situation at this time was by no means
favourable to pupal domination. Richerd 11, who ccme to the
throne in June 1377, was bitterly hostiie to papal exactions
end referred to Wyecliffe the guestion whether they could

8. i, H, Hore, History of the Churgh of Englend, p. 188.
9. Beckett, op. gcit., P. 67. .
10, Preserved Smith, The Age of the Heformation, p. 36,
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legitimately put a stop to the flow of the treasure of the
kingdom to the papal court. Wycliffe answered in the
. affirmative, Now tho friars, bishops, and priagts took up
ﬁhe cause against Wyedliffe. He was scummoned by ‘Courtenay,
Bishop of London, to appear before the Convocation assembled
in 8t., Paul's on the churge of erroneous teaching. Here was
where John of Gaunl came to the resoue. 4« quarrel developed
between John and the Bishop with the result that the court
broke up in disorder and Wyeliffe went avay without saying
a4 vord. Wyclirfe's opposition to the Pope mede it necessary
for him to heve a protector, like John of Gaunt, powerful
enough to shield h.m from papal vengesnce.ll (ilthough
Wyecliffe needed such protection at this time, many writers
have condenned his actions. McKinnon in his book, ‘Origin of
ihe Reformetion, glves a fair account of this relationship.l®)
Because of this failure the bishops now sought help from
the pope. Gregory Xl immediately directed five Bulls against
Wyeliffe., His friends protested against his imprisonment "at
thg commend of the Pope, lest they should seem to give the
Pope dominion and royul power in England".}3 aany of the

1l, Lord, op. git., p. 406, :

12, MoKinnon, op. eit., p. 8l. John of Gaunt's aotion was
dictated by purely personal and poiitical motives, and the
alliance between a reformer of the stamp of Wyeliffe and an
unscrupulous poiitieien of this sort does not look well, though
it i1s improbable that the reformer sympathized with the
politiciun's self-seeking spirit and methods. Wycliffe was
from conviotion the antagonist of a wealthy and secularised
hierarchy and was, moreover, in need of a powerful protector.
John of Gaunt was, from motives of self interest, also the
enemy of the hierarchy and was powerful enough to afford
protection.

15. Dallmenn, op. 8it., pP. 32,
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clergy were in sympathy with Wyoliffe, snd the University hed
declared his proposition true despite the pupal citation, 1t
was, not until the following year that ﬂyclirrc was finslly

. summoned to aéppeuar beforec the Convooution at Lembeth Pleace.

sgain the seculur authorities stepped in -- this time the

mother of the young Richurd 1I -=- and Wycliffe escaped perse=

ocution, Hore reports that now the rumour hed spread abroad

Fhat legates sent by the Pope were sltting in judgment upzon

him uﬂd the n:itional spirit of hostility to Papal interference

was aroused.l4 This undoubtedly helped Wyelliffe lmmensely

and he continued his preaching against the errors in the church,
Durlng tlils entire decede the peasents were becoming

more snd more dissutisfied which finally led. to the Peasants'

Revolt of 138l. It is true that the ldeas of Wycliffe had

been leavening the musses, but whether he was responsible .

or not, thﬂtlis another question. His enemlies tried to

place the entire blume upon his work and his teachings.

"Caution is necessury," says Beckett, "in assoclating this

revolt with the widespread influence of iliycliffe's itlinerant

preachers. Long before the 'Poor Priests' were sent forth,

the peasuntry were smarting under the sense of their grievances,

and the spirit of revolt kindled. Wyeliffe had confined

himself to ecclesiastical and doctrinal refornm; but ﬁhe

14. Hore, op. oit., p. 190.
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spiritual and tho social were iooc closely baund to be separated.

His dootrines led to the recognition of the equal rights of

mEn agaeinst the soclel system of the Middle sges. This indirect

coonection between the new religious teaching and the revolt

of an oppressed people wus mede the most of by the Reformer's

adversaries."’® To have led a movement in favour of social

revolution would huve been to forfeit the support of John of

Gaunty and wreck his own efforts for religious reform. All

in all, when Wyoliffe's writings are examined, it seems that

he did not advocute such a revolt and that the messes gave

expression to them in terms he had never intended to be used.l6
In 1382 further proceedings were tcken against Wycliffe.

The bishops became bolder bectuse they knew that fiycliffe hed

lostu some of his support from the higher elasses due to the

Peasunts' ﬁavolt; snd besides it was at this time that

Wycliffe pussed from attacking the corruptions of the Church

to tﬁa atteck of the doctrine of Transubs?untiation. By

this attack he forfeited in large measure the support which

he had received fron the Univeraity17 and also the support

of John of Gaunt. The archbishop of London now convened &

15, Beckett, op. git.; P. 71,

16, McKinnon, op. ¢it., p. 114, From his "of Servents &nd
Lords" he upheld the exIsting sociecl order and uppetled to the
teaching of the New Testament against the reform of social
abuse by revolutionary methods. On the other hend, in the
same treatise we can see that he showed practical sympaihy
with the working cluss.as ui ainst the injusiice and oppression
of bed landlords and m&sters, both lay =nd ecclesiastical,
uné tranchently rebuked their harsh and selfish ireatment
of 'this class. .

17. Sheldon, OD. _éuo, P. 4234

e .
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synod of bishops &énd doctors &nd bachelors of divinity
at the Blackfriars convent in liay 1382 -~ "earthquuke
synod" -~ so called from the fact that a severe earthquake

18 The Convention sent an

occurred during its sitiings.
ultimatum to Oxford demending that they banish Wycliffe
and condemn his dooctrines. Oxford refused because they
did not like the idea of being disctated from the outside,
archbishop Courtenay, however, insisted and through his
labors the opposition was crushed by the royal injunction
to baniéh Wycliffe's abetters from Oxford and purge the
university of heresy (July 13, 1382). Y Thus Wyeliffe
- left and Oxford wss derk and dead for a hundred years.
Onece mora,.in November 1582, couffenay sumnoned
Wycliffe to @ppear bofore a Convocation at Oxford.
0f this appearance Snith says,'“So forecible wes his
appeal and so irresistable his logic thut the Council,
as they listened to his impessioned eluquance,:ware i
warfed into insignificance, and he passed out from Lheir -
midst unscathed."0 "Nothing," seys Green, "marks more
strongly the grandeur of Wycliffe's position s the last of
the great schoolmen, than the reluctence of so bold a men
as Courtenay, even after his triumph over Oxforh. to teke

extreme mezsures ageinst the head of Lollardy."2l :

18, Mokinnon, gp. gites Pe 117.
19. Ibid., p. 117.

20, T. M. Smith, op. cite, De 15
21. Sheldon, op. git., p. 403, A'ﬂ
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Wyecliffe now returned té his Rectory et Lutterworth
where he spent the rest of his days in peace &nd quietneoss,
He devoted his time' to revising his version of the Bible,
sending aut traots, and preparing men to preach and
spread the Gospel. On the 296th of December, while co&ducting
service in his chureh, he wes struck with parelysis; on the
31st he breathed his last.®2® It is hard to believe thet
during his life time he was not formally condemned and Jjudged
as & heretic. "Strenge," says the quaint Dr, Fuller, "that
& here hunted by so many pw.oks of hounds should at last die
quietly'in his nest «t hum.e.“23 licKinnon has the probuble
snswer why Wyoliffe was not persecuted when he s&ys, "The
denorilisaiion of Church life and euthority oonsequent on
the sehism, in addition to his comuending reputation in the
schools und his continued 1nflnenog among & section of the
upper class us weli as among the people, probibly contributed

to his personal immunity from proseoution.“24

22, Beckett ObD. g_i. P T4e
23, J. M, Smith, OD. git.s D 16s
24, McKinnon, op. git., p. 123.




I1l. WYCLIFFE THE REFORMAR

When Viycliffe first appeared on the horizon as a
leader of people, his attention wes dramn %o the
ecolesiastical corruptions in the churech. He spoke
very vehemently against the Papal demands, and through
hié labours Parliement refused to send money to the
" Romen See. This is where Wycliffe began his public
career and each year brought new developments which
added to or subtracted from his success until he finally
attacked the chlef doctrines of the Church. The approach
in discussiag Viyeliffe's life as a8 reformer will be con-
sldered &s follows: l. his views on doctrine., 2. his

pructical reforms. 3. the resulis of his labours,

1., His views on Doctrine

During the years of Wycliffe's public ministry his
dootrinal position changed gradually &nd often it was
due 1_;0 the temporel conditims in the Church. The wealth
in the Church, the indifference on the part of the clergy
oconcerning the spiritual welfare of the people, and the
tributes demanded by Rome brought on his theory of
Dominion == to God alune belongs unqualified dominion;
tenure of sroperty depends upon the state of grace of the
holder; the deniel of the lawfulness of the Church holding
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any temporal possession at all., is Sheldon states con-
cerning this theory, "That on Wyocliffe's premises it

points more largely to an ideal ground of property right
than to e practical standard of decision emong men.
Nevertheless, he was not satisfied to leave the theory
without eny practical application, He used it to orfset the
notion that goods once given to the Church are held by

@ strioctly inalienable title und drew the inference that

in cases of notorious misuse of spiritual positions the
civil suthority must take pains to deprive the incumbent."d:
The immorelity of the priest made him doubt% the efficacy

of sacraments administered by priests living in mortal sin.
He endeavored to show the people that they were answerable
to God for their sins; not to the pope or the priest; and
that to pay their money to begging friars for absolution was
an eggravation, rother then an expiation of sin.® The power
of the Bishop at Rome, the existing evils at Rome, and the
demands of this bishop prompted WYOlifre.to deny the position
of the Bisﬁop as head of the visible Church, For him the
pope was the enti-Christ .® He rejected the Pope's euthority
saying that there¢ wes no need for it; Christ alone was
neoessury;4 there wus no such thing as the primacy of the
Roman pontirr;5 it was not of divine origin but merely the

1. Sheldon, Qp. glte, Do 408,
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4. Do givill dominio

5. Tractatus de offiolo xegis
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results of historical evolu‘liion;s traditional authority
of the Church was nothing.? Vith these thoughts in mind’ ]
Wyocliffe placed sole aﬁthority-éf the Holy Sofipturaa

to decide all matters.

411 these thoughts 1n.Wyclirre's mind prepared him
for his attuck on the great Roman doctrine of Transub-
stantiation, 48 Green states, "The time came when he
brought to bear his strong intellectual powers and
iinowledge of the New Testament in an examination, ex-
egetical and historical, that re;ulted in his disorediting
and finally repudiating the dootrine of Transubstentiation
as then- held by the Church., In his denial of the dooctrine
of Transubstantiation Wycliffe in the spring of 1381 begean
that great movement of revolt whioh ended, more than a
‘ eentﬁry later, in the establishment of religious freedom,
by severing the mass of the Teutonic peoples from the
general body of the Catholic Church."® His view was
practically and substantielly the Iutheran doctrine of
the Lord's Supper. Lechler says he was nearer to Luther
than to Zwingli and Calvin., His dootrine 1s an echo of
the ipostles and e prelude to the Reformation.®

To fully understand Wycliffe's doctrinal position,
it may be best to summarize briefly his views as follows:

6. De yveritate gacree Soripturae
7« e

8, Sanford, op. git., p. 23.

9. Dallmenn, OD. Qites Pe 44e

47
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He swept away one by one almost all the peculiar tenets
of ﬁadievul Latin Christianity =« pardons, indulgences,
excomuuniéationa, ahsolﬁtiona, pilgrimagea;-he.rejeoted
transubstantiation; he condemned images, &t least, of

the Persons of the Trinity.l0 whether he held the dootrine
of justification by faith alone is debatable. In any
case it had not in Wyocliffe's works the central place
which it had in those of Luther.}l Turning to Wyoliffe's
sermons these statements are worth noting:

The holy eucharist after the consecration is not
the very body of Christ,

The Church of Rome is not the head of all churches'.
more than any other church is; not that Peter had
any more power given of chrisé than any other
apostle had.

The Pope at Rome hath no more in the keys of the
churoh than hath eny other within the order of
the priesthood, -

The Gospel is a rule sufficlient of itself to rule
thg life of every Christian men here without any
rule,

All other rules, under whose observances divers
religious persons be governed, do add no more per-
feotion to the Gospel than doth the white color

fo the wall,

Neither the Pope nor any other prelate of the
Church ought tgzhuve prisons wharein to punish
transgressors.

8, His Praotical Heforms
Now Wycliffe, as noted above, took a very definite
stand against the @rrors in the Romen Church. But, happy

%o say, he did not'msrelﬁ point out the errors, but went

Q
ahead and saw to it thet his viegg were spread throughout

" .10e Milmen, Latin Christianity, viii. p. 203, quoted in
Beckett, op. m.. De e -
1. ﬁ%hinnon. ODe glt., Pe 1285,
128, Foxe, Book of Martyrs, p. 57.




bo Wyclirfe with unuzing industry issued truot aftor

tract in the 1unguaga of the people. He did away with the

Church Latin and spoke in the language of ‘the’ people so

that they could undersiénd the truth about God's Vord.

w1tﬂ thesu triots he produced influence on tﬁe style of

the Enéliah lsnguuges 48 the historlen Green writes,

"1f Chsucer was the father of our luater English poetry, -

Wycliffe 1s the father of our lnter'English prose, The

rough, oleur homely English of his tructs, the speech

of the ploughman and trader of the duy though coluured

with the picturenque phraeseology of the Bible, is in

its literary use as dlstinotly a ereation of his own &z

the style in which he embodied 1t e¢.eses the terse, vehement

sentences, the stinging sercesms, the hard antitheses which

roused the dullest mind like a whip."!®
Wyoliffe's next step wes to:translate the Bible into

the languuge of the people. He firmly believed that if' the

people are to know the will of their God, they may learn it

best by reading it from the Bible which contained God's

Holy ¥Will., To be ignorent of the Bible is to be ignorant
of Christ.M® Saa to sey the details pertaining to the
execution or.this greut enterprise are lost. 1t 1s
commonly believed, however, that Wyoliffe translated the’

New Testement end pert of the 0ld Testement; that Nicholas

13. Senford, op. ¢it., p. 34,
14, mmnﬁ, Op. m.| De 56,




Hereford translated the largest peart of the 0ld Testament;
theét John Pervey in 1388 revised the edition of Wyecliffe-
Hereford. The effect that tke Bible had on the people was
-tremendoua. The Biﬁle gave shape cnd churacter to our
English lungusge, and above ali, it 1it & light of Scriptural
teeching that ecan never be extinguished.15 To show the
interesi of the people, history reparts that those unable
to roud dubbed together to pay someone to read for then,
tihat & load of hay wes given for permission to read the
Bible one hour & day for certain periods.16 The Bible wes
openad %o the people; the church could no loﬁger nislead
and terrorize the laymen. 7The Bible q.itted tho le&arned
schools, the dead lenguages, the dusty shelves on which the
clergy sufiered it to sleep, covered with a confusion of
commentators and Fut.hers.”
With the Bible or parts of it, and with the m2ny
tracts that he hed written, Vyeliffe then prepared men to
go out to preach Lhe Gospel thraighout ths Country. Thess
men were called "Poor Priests"ia becuuse they were vowed
to poverty, vowed to accept no benefice. They tried to

follow the.example of Christ -- sending out of the disciples.

15, Beckett, op. eits, P« 73,

16, Dallmenn, ops Cit., Pe 5Y.

17. Sanford, op. clt., P. 23+

18. it tho tiie of Wycliffe there was a great lack of
priests because so meny had died due to the Blaokdneath. The
scarcity of priests caused many men to enter the élerical

profession -- their reason.was not to ocare for men's souls, but

increase.their own wealth by making demends on the people,’

This caused Wyoliffe to sond out men who refused any money, and

this gained for them the favor of the people -- thus the name
"Pogor Priests”. No doubt this was one of the reasons for

Lollard popularity after death of Vycliffe.
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They took with them copies of the Bible and tracts, denied

the authority of the bishops and priests, and spoke strongly
aguinst the teachings of Rome. at first these preachers

were men of culture pnd learning chosen rruﬁ amongst Oxford
students, and those recdy to enlist themselves as Wycliffe's
disciples. Howevgr, after 1382 Wycliffe was beginning to think
more about the powers of his disciples as missionaries, und |
less about thelr soholarsh:l.p.fl9 These men were constantly |
moving from place to place, teaching the prineiples of
Wyoliffe, and direoting the people to Christ, and not to
the Pope. This way of disseminating the views of the
Gospel helped to prepare ingland for the Gospel in the

Rl e Sl B

16th Century. Referring to this method of evangelisn,
Cennon Pen:ington remarks, "Wyecliffe was unquestionably

the Wesley of his day."zo

S« The Hesults of his Labours
The question now arlses, How does the work of John
Wiyoliffe influence and ley the groundwork for the Reforma-
tion of the 1l6th Century. In the first place there is no
question beyond & doubt that he influenced the leaders
. = His

of the Bohemian reformation a century later.

19. Trevlyan, _s+ dn the the ..s... oL Nyeliffe, p. 306-

20, Sheldon, © eit., p.

21, 1bid., p. 424. Prof. J. Loaerth states; "Recent
rescarch has made it entirely certain thet Huss drew largely
from the writings of the English reformer,"

Dalluann, ope cit.y, De 34, VWyocliffe's ML
Theologia conteins & part De lcglesia and Hus' De lLcolesia
is but a meager abridgment of Wycliffe's work. Buddensieg
says that the ldeas of Wyocliffe and Huss can be traced
through long portions of Luther's Papsttum zu Ron.




writings were ocarefully copied and eirculated in ell the
universities of Europe end in .their most impor tant and
essential doctrine reproduced by Huss and Jerome of Prague,
the renowed leaders of the Bohemian Reformation, to whom
Luther himself was & debtor.® John Milton's words from
his Areopagtica are worth quoting, "Hed it not been for
the obstinate perverseneas of our prelactes against the
divine &nd admirable. Vyeliffe, to suppress him as a
schismutic and 1nnovat6r, perhaps neither the. Bohemian
Huss and Jerome, no, nor the neme of Luther or Calvin,
had been ever known. The glory of reforming all our
neighbours had been comnletely ours.” These words

may be a 1lttle strong, but they show clearly how
Viyeliffe influenced the l6th century reformers.

In the second place, \iyeliffe influenced the leaders
in his own oountry. Those leaders in the 16th century
like Viyoliffe denounced the Papal Supremacy on the ground
of politicel injury it did to the English people; declaimed
against the sloth of immorality and wealth of the English
ecclesiastics; advoceted a preaching ministry; and looked
o the secular power %o restrain the vices and reform the
manuers of the clergy and to govern the Church. Mr,.

Pollard in Thomes Cranmer und the English Reformation
writes, "most of the English Reformers were eoquainted with

28, Beckett, op. git., p. 62,
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Wyoliffe's works; Cranmer declares that he set forth the
truth of the Gospel; Hooper recalls how he resisted 'the
popish doctrine of the Mess'; Ridley, how he denied
transubstantiation; and Bale records with triumph that,
in spite of the efforts to suppress (the writings of
Wyoliffe), not one had utterly perished."2® and Dr.
-Rashdall goes the length of saying 1t is certain thet

the Reformation had virtually broke out in the secrete
Bible-reudings of the cambridée Reformers before either
thg trumpet-call of Luth;r or the exigencies of Henry's
personal and polltical position set men free once more

to talk openly against the Pope and the monks, and to
teazch a simpler and more spiritual gospel'than the system |
against which Wyoliffe had striven.®* Ko douvt the -i
above statements are somewhat strong, but thqw.do show
the evidence that ¥Wycliffe's tﬁaohings were spread
throughout the country. The next chapters in this
thesis will show how Wycliffe*s teachings are fostered
by the Lollards, How Bible study groups continue thru

the 15th century and seem {0 amalgamate with the 1ntluenoea

which ocome from the eontinent 1n the 16th oentury.
Finally, but not the least important, Wycliffe like
Iuther helped mould the English language through the -

23, Pollard, Thomas Crenmor and the Engiish Reformation,
Pe 91, quoted .in Lindsay, op. glt., P. 318.
24, ary of National Blography, article, "Wyoliffe®,

ixiii 318, quoted 1n Lindsay, op. @ity P« 318,




R

translation of the Bible and the sending out of his
numerous “tracts. An Oxford proreaéor d_eso:l.!i.bes Vyclirfte
as ™ot only the greatest figure in ox"tord history,
but along with Chaucer, Shakespeare, &nd iilton 'as one
of the four men who have produoéd the greatest effect on
the English language end literature, end still further
as wholly unepproached in the entire history of Englend
for his effect on our English theology and religious
dife .*'35_ The Bible alone openéd the eyes of the peopls
and kept alive the spark which Wycliffe had 1lit in the
l4th century; the Lollards kept this spark smouldering
in the 16th century; and all this helped to produce
the fire and action of the 16th century.

In 1415 the Councll of Constance condemned his works
and ordered his bones to be removed from the ground
and burned. His aﬁhes were strewn on the waters; the
words of Wordsworth's sonnet on it should not be forgotten.

As thou these ashes, little Brook wilt bear

Into the Avon, Avon to the tide of Severn,

Severn to the narrow sees

Into main ocean they this deed accurst

An emblem yields to friends and enemles

How the bold teacher's dootrine sanotifiled
By truth shall spread, throughout the world dispersed.

25. Montagu Burrows, Wycliffe's Place in Histomy,p. 4,
quoted in Beckett, op. git., P« 624




iV. THE LOLLARD MOVEMINT FROM THE TIME OF WYCLIFFE TO 1520

in the study of the causes, effeots, and influences
of any grea_t event in the annal of history, there is
usually one outstanding reat_nre that governs the actual
outcome and helps prepare oconditions for new chenges.
The Lollard movement in England was one of these features,
but this movement seemed to take on dual responsibility.
Not only did it spread the teachings of Wycliffe, but
it was the link, the stepping stone between the 1l4th
and 16th century reform in Ingland. If 1% had not been
for the Lollards, the labours of Wycliffe would probably
have proven & fallure, his influence on the English
reformation would not have exerted itself, and most
likely he would be denied the title "the lMorning Star
of the Reformation™. The majority of the pe.op:l.e at
Wyocliffe's time -were not ready for a change; it took
an entire century to meke the people ripe for reform;
and even in the 16th century many were not ready.
Viyoliffe lald the egg; the Lollards kept' it werm; and
the 16th century reformers hatched:it.

The I.o.'l.lard_a,la neme given to the followers of

l. Sheldon, ;qp_. s Do 424, "The name seems to heave
been imported from the Netherlands. Some have supposed
that it was derived from the Latin Jolium, meaning darhél




Wyoliffe, were ealready active before the death of
Wycliffe and their work continued in one form or
another until around 1520, They were men comprised
of the lower orders of society although it extended
also in some rmeasurs to the higher classes &nd even
$o the Court itself. The party waes unfortunately
divided as far as coertuin dooctrines and practices weie
concernad, but they did seem to agree on the suthority
of Seripture us the only rule of faith and the need
of a reform of somekind. They instilled into thé
people a oontem;bt for tradition and established authority.

In trecing the developnent or'this movement 1t is
very difficult to obtzin the exect pioture because the
Lollards did not huve a particular leader, no prominent |
vriters, very few writings., All the information must
be tabulated from the official documents of the (}hurch,
the writings of the Bishops, und the decrees of the
governnent. However, enough informetion hes been handed
down to see how theae Lollards carr;ed on the work
of their lsader. '

Following Wyecliffe's death the party grew by leaps
and bounds until they became so powerful that they were
able to petition Parliement in 1395 to-reform the Church }

N ——

" with which the term was applied is sufficiently menifeat."
Thisnlast statement seems too positive. One explanation

or tares; others connect it with the old German Jollen, to
hum or whine, On either supposition, the satirical intent

is that the "Poor Pricsts™ memorized the Psalms as they !
wandered through the land "lulling" them. .




in accordence with their teachings. The petition has
been called the Lollerd Gomclusions.® About & fourth of
nation were probably in aympathv with the views at the
oclose of the 1l4th century. At any rate there seemed to
have been a general feeling that rafbrm in some way or
another was & necessity. According to the Leicester
monk, every second man in those parts was & Lollard.®
Their tremendous growth was probubly due to the political
support. The King in 1398 wanted to arrest all Lollards,
but the House of commong felt otherwise. 4ind besides,
they were favoured by the knights ang fha shires who

were chiefly desirous of securing the layman's liberty
from clerical interference. bkiany of the nobles had
chaplains who were Lollards. all this gave the Lollards
a free hand to operate and %heir views spreud rapidly.?
Up' to 1400 the Lollards seemed to be very prominent

2. Clinton Locke, Lge of Great West Schism, in
Epochs of Churgh mmf‘v. V%%, pes 222, This petition
stated that all temporal possessions run the church, that
the priesthood of Rome was not the priesthood of Christ,
that kings should possess episcopal rights, that all war
was against the principles of the Gospel, that such trades
as goldsmith and armorer ought to be put down by law, that
the principal duty of a priest was to preach and not to
glve sacrements, and that the worship of images is sinful.
These same views can be found in Wyoliffe's writings.

3. Trevelyan, op. glt., ps 920, This expression must
not be treated as a statistical fact, but only as a strong

expression. Helf the population had perheps been impressed

more or less favourably by some of Wycliffe's dootrines.
4. Ibid., p. 318. Trevelyan gives a clear picture how
these Loilurds were received, especially the preachers.
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" in three sections of the country -- the neighbourhood of

Leiscester, the Vest of inglend, and the Cupital.

The situation rapidly chenged at the turn of the
century. 4ifter the revolution of 1399 when Richard 11
was deposed and Henry 1V ascended the throne, the opposition
%o the Lollards beoeme violent. In 140l Parliement passed
a law which was & disgrace to the nation and the cause
of many stains on inglund's name, viz the "De Heretico
Comburendo™. With this et pessed, the Lollards were
persoccuted throughout the entire eentury end meny lost
their lives. it is from these accounts of persecution
that present dcy historians can evaluate the influences
of the Lollurd movement. These persecutions may be best
divided into periods of years to show the strengthened

force of Lollerdism,.

1401-1417
slthough the Aot to burm ell heretics was pessed im
1401, the assault sgeinst the Lollard party did not become
vigorous until 1414. During this early period a certain

number of prosecutions for heresy took place; but most all

He explains that at the close of the 1l4th century the
unauthoriged preacher walked from village to village; his
russet gown &t once betrayed his errand, nd if both the
lendlord and person were asgainst him, his chance of getting
a hearing was very smell, But on friendly ground his
reception was entirely different. 4And this spirit of
friendliness was most common. The protection and assistance
afforded by so many landlords was encugh to instil into the
minds of the preachers the distinetion that Wycliffe had
made between clerical and lay property.




those of which we have record resulted in recentation,d
Two prominent men lost thelr lives because of thelr views,
fiilliam Sawirey in 1401 and John Badby in 1410, 4fter
1410 a great thinning of the ranks of the Lollurds took
place due to the work of Archbishop srundel, but it seems
that Henry 1V wes not ceger to lend a helping hund. With
his deuth in 1413 the si tuation echanged. Henry V fostered
arundel's cause; Lollardism wes crushed at the University;5
Lord Cobhan, u member of Commons snd & personal friend of
Henry lv,awas condermned and with his death the Lollerda
no lunger had & great lecder to look to;7 srundel died in
1414 but Henry Chichely was appointed arohbi#hop of
Cunterbury snd he renewod Jirundel's oﬁslaught on
Lollurdism with fresh zeul.a
Yet in this period it is reported that in 1405 the
Lollards were a strong minority in Parliament;g that in

1410 the Lollerds influenced Perliuament in demanding the

Se Ma, Ps 854,

6. J. C. Carrick, Wygliffe and the Lollerds, p. 214.

7. Beckett, op. cit., p. E4. He was convicted to die
but escaped from prison. The leaders feared a revolt of
the oppressed Lollards. The strength of Lollardy in Englend
is shown by the rumor that 20,000 Lollards were about to
march on London and that within the city 50,000 were pre-
pared to assist them. MNo evlide:ce exists tkat such a
revolution was ever planned, but the scares of such & rising
spread, and under its influence whether helieving it or
not, a sudden raid, was made upon an essemnbly of Lollards
found in St. Giles' Fields, them literally a village in the
fields. TFour years later Cobham 1s captured and dies a
martyr's ﬁea}hi ol S

8¢ Carrick, Opne. o Do .

9, ldaynuard Sﬁfth, Pre=Reformation England, p. 281.
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abolition of all monastic property claiming that alone
it would suffice for the up=-keep of more earls, knights,
squires, and house of alms than the entire kingdom
possessed.lo

At the close of tlils period these conclusions may
be drawn -- the Lollards were active throughout southarﬁ
England; they evidently had considerable power becuuse
the act of 1401 was not always carried out; their efforts
seemed to decline aftér the death of Cobham, mainly
through stern measures to repress them; and they lost many
adhereiits from the upper classes, but were still very
strong amongst the lower classes and the tradesmen of the
towns,ll Some historians try to show that this tendency
to cater to the lower classes of peoole had & connection
with socialism or evemn with soeialvrevolt. Trevelyan
secms to grasp the situation when he says, "We possess
reports of the proceecings egainst scores of Lollards,
the items of indictments mount up to'many hundreds, yet
I have been able to find, between the years 1382 and
1520 only one case of & Lollard accused of holding
communistic theories, and not a sihgle case of a Lollard

oharéed with stirring up the peasaniry to right their social

10, G. Constant, Th M ) s De 143,

11, McKinnon, g_g.'_‘gfs,.. p. 132. %tmgﬁer 1414 it lost its
hold on the country gentlemen; it ceased to attract scholars
. of the type of Hereford and Purvey, and its poor priests were
exclusively men of limited education who had no influence

with the educated class,
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wron(;a."l‘?' And even the Catholic writer Constant declares,
"$0 look upon Lollardy as merely a poiitical tnd soeial

movement is to forget its origins end doctrinea."m

1418=-1440

From 1416 to 1428 records show that there wasn't too
muoh activity against the Lollards. Certain men here and
there are burued; certain sections of the country received
greuter attention than others.}® Henry V died in 1482
and the infant Henry V1 succeeded his father. The
Regents showed 1ittle desire %o persecute the lLollards.
But as usual this iull in persecution did not last,
Following the commands of Pope Martin V in 1428 Bishop
Flening saw to it that the decree of the Cauncil of
Constance of 1415 to burn Wycliffe's bones was ccrried
out. He then proceeded to stir up agitation against the
Lollards and meny received the death penalty. &As late
as 1431 severe measures were tueken to repress another
Lollurd uprising.’® What happened to the Lollerds
during the remaining pert of this period cannot be
definitely stated. Probebly the strength of the group
was decoreasing and in many plueﬁs the peopls took to

the underground.

12, Trevelyan, op. git.,, p. 540,

13. Constant, op. git., P« 12,

14. Carrick, op. eit., p. 220. 1n the diocese of
Norwich the measures taken against the Lollards at this
time were especially severe, and altogether a 120 nsmes
are recorded of those who in this distriot were burned
or punished in some way between 1424 and 1431,

16, Sanford, opn. git., p. 93,




1440 - 1485

These are the years of the Tiar of the Roses which
gave historians somothing more interesting to write about
than the persecution of the lLollards. The only evidence
of activity is the book written against them about the
year 1450 by Bishop Pecock, The Hepressor of Overmuch
'Blaming of the Clergy, which in itself shows the presence
and power of Lollardy in the lund, Maynard Smith reports
that the lLollards were chiefly oconcentrated in London end
the eustern counties, but they appeared sporadically

elsewhere .16

ind in 1466 "an heretioc was brende (burnt)
at the Tower Hlll"o17
1485 - 1509 (keign of Henry VII)

The great Tudor period in English history began
with the ascension of Henry VII to the throne. The war
_was over and the energy of the orown was turned once
more to the persecution of the heretiecs. Many of the
Lollurds experienced persecution snd some oven lost thelr
lives. This period records the first female martyr ever
to be put to death by burning in Englend --an aged women
of over 80 years, nemed Joan Boughton, mother of Lady
Young, suffered for her Lo.uurd:l.sm.la ¥ox, Strype,
Faller, and other chroniclers of this period tell their
" story consistently and cleurly of the oruel torturing

of mapny of the viotims.lg 411 these persecutions

16, M. Snith, op. git., p. 288,
17. Trevelyan, 0p. git., p. 347.
18, Cerriock, Op. git., pP. 233,
19. Ibid-. p. 824-
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prove that there was a great revival of Wyeliffism in England
before the great Reformation in Germeny influenced the English
people,
1509 - 1521(first part of the reign
of Henry VI1I1I before the
Spirit of the Reformation
on the continent reached
During the early part of Henry VIii's reign there
were meny aots of persecution against the Lq;lards.ao
Many historians try to say that Lollardy was. no longer
in existence at this time; but the many recorded

persecutions surely prove that they are in error,

20. Constent, op. git., p. 13, 4 Synod was held in
London against the Lollards in 1511,

Lindsay, ope. git., p. 817. Early in 1512 the arche-
bishop of Canterbury summoned a meeting of convoecation for
the express purpose of arresting the spread of heresy.

Beckett, op. git., p. 95. In the year 1519 seven
persons, including one woman, were burned on.the same day
at Coventry for tesaching their ohlldren the Lord's Prayer
and the Tne Commandments in English,

Trevelyan, op. ¢it., p. 348. The strength of
revived Lollerdy is displayed in the Registers of the
persecuting Bishops whioch afford us evidence of various
Lollard congregations between 1490 and 19521,

Carrick, op. cit., pp. 235-238, From the registry
of archbishop Warham Carrick in his book lists neny deeds
which happened between 1510 and 1518 == all were persecu=
tions of some kind or other.

Henry Jacobs, Ihe Lutheran kMovement in Englapnd, p. S.
&8 late as 1521 the bishop of lincqoln arrested nearly 500
Lollerds who probably had no connection with the movement
then beginning in Germany.

Beckett, on. eit., ps 95. For within 26 years six
persons suffered death in Kent, five, the eastern counties,
two in Wiltshire. iilth these later Lollards, as with those
of the l4th eentury the points of aoccusation were the same.

Lindsay, op. git.; pP. 316. Foxe's icts and lionuments
show that there was a fairly active repression of heresy
in Englend before Luther's days, and his aocounts are
confirmed by the State Papers of the period.
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Foxe reporis that these Lollerd heretics were organized
in societies in London and the eastern counties, that
they held their own religious meetingon and their zeal
was fostered by wandering praaohers.31 Even the King
was engaged as early as 1518 in conposing a book
agalnst herosy end vindicating the claims of the Roman
See, which in its first inception could scurcely be
directed against Lnkhar, and probably dealt with the

-views af ‘the heretios.22

after 1521 the Lollards more or less disappeared from.
the pages of history. Lutheran influence reached Ingland
and Lutheran books were translsted and read by the com=-
mon people. 1t 1s-post srobable that, as Cuthbert
Tunstall, Bishop of London, wrote in 1623, the Lollards,
as they were ocalled, were the firsi to welcome Lutheranism
in Br.‘l.tain.25 Here ended .-the .history of lLollardy proper,
not because it w:s extinguished, but because it was nerged
into eanother group.

Thus the records of these years show that the
Lollards, even though they were persecuted and often were

very small in number;, prepared the way in thousanis of

homes for the great religioﬁs reforns of the 16th century.

§ 1 N

21. MoKinnon, op. git., p. 132,

22. Lindsay, op. Mo| Pe.817,

83, P. Smith, op. oit., Pe 38, The Bishops statement
as the effect of Lutheranism in England, "1t is no question
of some pernicious novelty; it 1s only that new arms 2re
being added to the great band of Wycliffite heretlcs.
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The ordinary laymen began to see that there were two sides
%o the religious question, The ideas of Luther did not

come to the Englishmen in all shocking violence of novelty,
since the doctrines of Lollardy had been common talk ever
since 1380.24 Two interesting items -- the northern part of
Englénd had not been covered by the Lollards as thoroughly
as the south; &and when Henry VI1I proposed reforms in the
church, the north wviolently protested in the Pilgrimage of
Grace, but the south followed the King. They hud been
conditioned by the Lollards. ;nd undeniably it was in the
eastern counties and other counties where the Lollards most
tbounded that the principles of the Reformation were most
welecomed and in the durk deys of Queen kary most heroicelly
neld,~"

Yet one step further == their influence was felt

in the next decade.  I1n 1531 divinity students were required
to teke an .oath to renounce the doctrines of jViycliffe, Huss,
und Luther; end in 15635, liore, writing to Erasmus. calls
Tyndale and hls sympathisers d’yclirﬂtas.z6 Jaooba
exaggerates a little when he shows that the 11th statement
of the 67 Points drawn up in 1536 by the Convocation of
Canterbury seems at first sight to be an iAnabaptistic or

Lollard extravagance.zv \

24, Trevelyan, ope cit., p. 302,
25, B.ckett. OoD. gi_t.. De 96,
26, Lindsay, 0. gites D« 317. He obtained his informatiom:

from Letters and Papers, V. p. 140 and p. l44.
87. Jacobs, Op. m.. Pe 84,



The age of Wycliffe finally found an &nswer in the
16th century. Care should be taken not to forget that
the oharagteristic thoughts &nd hablts of these ilollerds
of the loth century were the same &s those expressed by
the rirst followers of Vycliffe at the time of his deuth,
Lollardy was s:imply the Engliish form of thut pussive
protest against the medieval church which under various
nares had maintained itself in France, Germeny, and
Bohemia for centuries in spite of persecution.®® Fuller
1s right when he says of Vyoeliffe's followers, ™These
men were sentinels ugainsit an army of enenies till God

sent Luther to relieve them".29

28, Lindsay, ODe glfu| Pe 310,
29, Dauﬁm. OB eito. p.o 79.




V. COIDITIONS 1N ENGLMND AT THE EVE OF THE REFORHATION

Before showing how the Lutheran influence exzerted
itselfl in Ingland, there shauld be a elear picture in
the nind of the reader of tho conditions preveiling in
Zngland at the eve of the Reformation, especially of what
was golng on in the Church. The reader must bolnware
of the fact that there existed & olose releztion between
Church and Stete. This cluse connection rekes the
Reformution itself and the ovents-leading uﬁ to 1t all
the more complicated and envolved. The true ploture
cannot alweys be determined. Under such & seteup, it
thers is to be a reformation; both realms must be reformed;
and that is exectly what happened in England,

It was at the timo of the WAr of the Roses(1455-1485)
that the Popes took the opportunity to further their power
in Englend. This was done by denationelizing the Cburch
of England «nd meking all the bishops tools of the Roman
Bishop. The nation and Parliement were busy with the wer
and had little time to devote to the interests of the
Church. Thus from the time of the War of the Roses until
the Reformation, the Church of England was subject to
Rome. The historian Green reports how it affected the
individual, "is the eitizen of a temporal state his life
wes bounded by English shores and his loyaliy due

LD S— —————
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exclusively to his English King. But as citizen of the
~ spiritual state he belonged not to England..but to
Christendom. The law whioh governed him was not a
national law, but a lew that embraced every European
nation".l This was whore a difficulty arose. National
life and national pride was becoming very strong in
England and this produced meny embarassments. &ll
Englishmen secned to be agreed on one point and that
was to abolish the medievul usurpation of Rome and
to re-establish the old constitutional supremacy of
the King of Englend.>

Now this desire on the part of England to separute
itself from the power at Rome was cuused by several
reasons. A4ll these reasons seemed to work together to
bring ebout the final break with Rome. In the first
place, as mentioned above, there was the rise of a
national spirit. Englend was gradually becoming the
leuding nution in the world end the people did not
want to subject themselves to & foreign power like
the Pope at Rome. The chief officers of the Stales
were bishops, and from this it might be concluded
that the Church was politiocally powerful, but that
was the reason why the Church was political{y weak,
The king made his principal servants bishops end too

1., John Richard Green, History of the English.People,
Vol. 1I, p. 160

2.'.&1: H. H;re. History of the Church of Englend,
Pe 234,
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often they remained his servants, enjoying the revenues
of a Churoh they did not serve. In consequence the
Church was deprived of her natural leaders end was led
by men with a bias in favor of royal autooraoy.3 Thus
the spirit of nutivnalism was engendered into the Church,
In the second place there was the New Learning(Re-
vivl of Learniug -- the Renaissance), Through the
discovery of the printing press and the influence of
scholars vho had gone to 1taly &amd then-returnad. not
only the clergy but also the laity began to know more
and understand the true meaning of their Bible; they
hed become better moquainted with the history and rights
and the independence of the national church in England.
The Papacy which had recently been held by such Pope;
as Alexander VI and Julius II was rotien from head to
foot.® Thers was a general feeling of intellectual
impatience and a desire to learn more about God'a Word.
In the third place, the conditions in the ohurch
itself prompted the immediute change. 4ll the bishops
might have been orthodox in belief, but the study of
theology was at & discount, while the skill in civil
law was at a premium, and ensured rapid promot:l.on.5

The bishops were by no meuns fathers of their flocks.

3. E. Maynard Smith, Pre-Reformetion Englend, P. 24.

4. Hore, op. cit., D 237,
5. H. k. Smith, op. 9it., Pe 30.



Their knowledge of Sofipture end of the teachings of the
Church was in a pethetic state. The reports found in

records on thlis nmatter are hard to b:l.;leve.s Then, too,
the worldliness of the olergy was very evident. (Care,
howover, must be tuken not to pluce too much emphasis on
this evil.?) A4lso the clergy in meny pledes were une

popular because of their demends on the people, and the

system of Indulgences &nd the many ceremonies caused

6« Lindsay, op. git., p. 354. The report deserves
study as u description of the condition of the clergy of the
Church of EkEngland before the Reformation. The clergymen
of the diocese of Gloucester were asked nine questions -=-
three under three separate heads. -

1. How many Commendments are there? Where are they to be
found? Lepe&i them.
2. Vhat are the irticles of the Christian Faith(the Apostles’
Creed)? Hepeut them. Prove them from Seriptures.
S. Repeat the Lord's Prayer. How do you know that it is
- the Lord's? Where i1s it %o be found?
Only fifty out of the three hundred and eleven answered
all these simple questions, and of the fifty, nineteen
are noted as having enswered mediooriter. ZEight clergymen
could not answer any single one of the questions; and
while one knew that the number of the Commendments was ten,
he knew nothing else; and one said that he could not tell
vhat was the Seripture suthority for the Creed unless 1t
was the first chapter of Genesis, not that it did not matter,
since the King had guaranteed it to be correct. There is
no reason to believe that the clergy of this diocese were
worse then thuse in other parts of England.

7. H, li, Smith, gp. git., pp. 45=-51. "liuch has been
written about the sexual immorality of the Pre=Reformation
clergy; but the evidence is far from conclusive. ¥Ve con-

" elude that the bad exemples of many of the clergy account
for the low standards of more rectitude which is evident
at the beginning of the 16th century; and also that the
devotion and good examples of meny priests may be assumed
to account for the personal piety and parochial enthusiasm
which was also so much in evidence,"



the people to have doubts and miagivinga.a

Another of the
grievances of the people was the ﬁBenerit of Clergy", that
is, their exemption from trial by the ordinary ecivil oourts.9
Thomes kiore, who wrote his bock before he heard of Luther,
paints & beuutiful pieture of theconditions in the church
at that time., "He taxes the preuchers of thut age for

corrupting the Christian doctrine and practising upon it;

8. Carrick, op. citi, p. 234, The system of the
Indulgences beozme very popular. To build St. Peter's
the system was so boldly practised that at lest the
Reformation in Cerneny broke out. It spread to Englend
and the archbishop of Canterbury received power from the
Pope to dispense them. About the middle of Henry Vii's -
reign the bridge of Rochester wus out of repair, and there
viere difficulties in the way of getting anyone to under-
take the responsibility of putting it right, and the ;
Bishop of Rochester was thus inconvenienced in his journeys
from Canterbury to london. According an Indulgence was
issued, granting release from purgatory for forty days
%0 every one who would render assistance, and so the
bridge was speedily completed. The mechanicalism and
ceremonialism of the Church of the 16th century stiffened
more end more.s MNot indulgences only, but the withdrawal
of the cup from the laity, the introduction of new fest-
ivals, pilgrimages, confessional, images, and the like,
became pronounced features of the mechanical age. The
Arohbishop of York enumereted & sins which only & bish op
gr a pope could pardon, and the greatest of these was

eresy. .

9. Ibid., Dps 239-241, A more practical question
however arose regarding the immunity of ecclesiastical
persons from punishment.when convicted of corims. In 1512
an Act of Parliament was passed which exempted some Bishops
end priests from the civil courts, but:isubjected inferiar
clergy to the civil lawss The story of the merchant in
London, Richard Hume, and the results of his death helped
cause the friction between clergy and laity.
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for they, observing that the world d4id not suit their
lives to the rules that Ohrist has given, have fitted
his doctrine as if it had been & leading rule to their
lives, thuat some way or other they might agree with one
another."l0 ind the late Dr. Dillinger, probsbly the
most learned Roman Catholic of his time, in answer to the
guestion, "Was & Reformation of the Church of England
necessary under the circumstances of the times?" states,
"The condition of things had.become intolerable, and a
ﬁreat purification in the 16th éentury had be;oma a
pressing need."t

Finally the attitude which developed among the
commbn people during this period helped the cause of
the Keformers. The people ts a whole were devout and
zealoué in the perrormance'or their religious duties.
Thelr religion 1nterpenetrated every department of life
until vhat was spiritual snd whati was material became
80 oonfused that there developed a nmultitude of super-
stitions. These superstitions were & contributary ouuse
of the. Reformation for- they provided the Reformers with
their most effective texts, The church at this time was
ceasing to be the center of social life and the home was
becoming more important.. Femily life was being exalted
instead of celibacy, &nd, the ideal for a gobd men was not

10. Gilbert Burnet, Ihe H g ory of the Heformation

igtor
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one who practised ascetism, but one who mude life more
comfortable for himself snd others, Such being the
tendency of the age, it was not surprising that the
Reformers who denounced celibaoy and sneered at the
ascetic met with o hearty response.l2

However , in the last analysis, when all the above
reansons have been considered, one thought should be added.
The great mass of the people had no desire for a change.
'Tis true that "mny had various opinions concerning
religion",15 still the ma jority of the common people
loved their church, It was the oclose relation between
Church and State that mede a-difference in the ménner
of reform. In reality, the Reformation at its beginning
in lingland was merely the discarding of "unlawful"
authority. It wes not until later that the matter of

doctrine becume an impelling force.

12, Hs M. Smith, op. 8it.y De 517,
13, Gasquet, The £ve of ihe Heformation, p. 186,



Vi. THE JUTHEHAN ELEMENT IN TEE UNIVEsSITIES

The Lutheran movement in Lnglend had 1ts beginning
at the two great universities, Cambridge and Oxford.
Unfortunately the pages of history do not reveal too
much concerning this influence and most of the informution
has to be teken from statements of men who lived at that
time. *Tis interesting to see how Oxford gggin takes the
lead in the spirlt of reform, but this time Cambridge
also comes 1o the front, in fact her soholars influenced
the men at Oxford.

The University of Oxford had been the great center
- Por learuing znd reform during the time of Wyciiffe, but
the "heretics" of the University who had been driven out
and scattered throughout England were forced to become
missioneries instead of acudemicians. archbishop Arundel
had succeeded in enforeing the mandates against the Uni-
versity around 1414 and from that time until the boginnins.
of the 16th century no great men were found at Oxford. 1%
is doubtful whether any Lollard spirit existed in the Uni-_
versity during the luth century as was the case in mny
local centers ond in the homes of many people. Oxford
probably remained a tool of the Roman Church throughout
the century and exerted no infiuence on the cummon men as

far as a spirit of reform was concerned.
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+% the close of the \ar of the Roscs in 1485
English scholars left for ltaly where they came into
contact with the New Learning which developed in them
a sympathetic heart for the newly awakened interest in
learning. On their return to inglend and especlelliy
to Oxford, there arose & movement of reform at the
universitsy, not only for the revival of Literature,
but also for & reformaiion of religion. 48 Sanford
states concerning this trend at Oxford, "1t wes
especielly in England that the ruvivul of learning
vave a tremendous impetus to a spirit of religious
reform."t

The leader of these Oxford Reformers wus John
Colet vho is suid to lmve influenced not only Erasmus,
‘but also Thowmus ioore, William Tyndale, and was & yvery
close friend of Thomas Wolsey, the afterward celebrated
curdinul.2 Colet hud been in Italy and on his return to
Oxford in 1496 showed tremendous enthusiasm for the
Soriptures and esvecially for the writings of St. Paul.
"{eep firmly to the Bible and the Apostle's Creed and
let divines, if they like, dispute about the rest" was
his advice to the young men of Oxford who ceme to him
with perplexing theologloal problams.5 *In 1605 he
beceme Dean of St., Paul's in London whore he continued

to preach boldly from Secriptures, to attack the

1. Elias B. Senford, & History of ihe Reformation, p. 42.
8, Beckett, op. git., p. 105.

3¢ 1bide, D. 102,
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the ecciesiustlcael wiokedness in high places, and to
forbvid the worship of ssints and relics. This won hin
the sympathetic aduiretion of the persecuted Lollurds.‘
but 1t cunnot be suld thut he had been influenced by them.
Probably in the year 1513 he preached before & Convocation
of bishops'and clergy of high dagrge. His text was, "Be
ye not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed in
the renevilng of your mind".5 Hie tﬁoroughly reprimanded
the clergy for their living, and no where is it reported
that they disputed with him. lio doubt these charges
were true. Jolin Colet died in 1519 before the Lutheran
influence hed &« chance to help and develop his thiuking.
Eresmus wus cnother of these Oxford Heformers who
helped pave the wey for the Reformation, 1ln 1916 hils
Greek New Testament appeared whioh wus opposed vehemently
by the priests who used @8s much power as possible to
cuution against it. He, however, lived to see the day
of the development of the Reformation in Englend in
meny ways undreemt of as well as undesired by him, yet
in ways that no more then he, excepting Luther, had :
helped to bring abouts® But all these men at Oxford,
and there were meny more besides Colet and Erasnmus,

wrought mainly for rerorm within the Churech, for a

4, lbid. « 105,

5: Burne%.pgp. git., pp. 90=92. He prints part of
ithe sermon.

6, Beokett, op. m.. De 113.
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reformation of disc:l.pline.? It was not until the arrival
of Lutheran influence that there was a reformation of
dogme, a departure fram the sacramental and sacerdotal
systom of the Romen Church,

Oxford began the spirit of Keform but it was
Cambridge that actuelly took the lead in the "reai™’
reforn. Oxford never attempted definition of doctrine
nor vried to enforce dogma. Cenbridge on the other
hand, which was under the influeiice of the Lutheran
movement, developed rerormers of doctirine who boldly
attacked the dogmas which lay at the root of the worst
corruption of the Church.® This is vhere the Lutheran
influence manifested itseif. Luther attacked the
dognus of the Church. He was not just interested in
reform as proposed by the Oxford men, but he wanted to
reforn the very heart and core of Christianity. I1f the
dogma was correot, then the other reforms woul& follow.
Cambridge fustered such a Reformation.

At Cembridge during the time of Luther nothing
seemed to stop the progress of the truth and the work
of these scholars. Chiecf emong them was Thomas Bilney.
He gathered meny students around him end they met very
frequently at an inn known by the sign of the "white

7+1bide; D« 118
8.Ibid.s p. 120e




Horse", afterwerds dubbed "Germany™ from the Lutheran
sympathies of those accustomed to meot there.® The
ocircle of such men gradus8lly became much larger.
"There," viz, at Cambridge sald a Bempton lecturer some
few years ago, "even so early as 1528 had been seen a
1ittle soclety of religious men who encouraged each

other in reeding Soripturss in mutual confession and

similar prescribed aots of plety. The neames of 27

of these men huave been preserved to us; end just as
the early Methodists obtained honors of ridicule and
social persecution, so the house where these first
Inglish Lutherans met was called 'Germany'."lo These
27 men played a very import:nt part during the next
B0 years in the spread of Lutheranisme.’* lost
important of these men were: Bilney, Tyndale, Barnes,
Coverdale, Rogers, Cranmer, Gardiner, Latimer, and
Ridley.

With the spirit of Lutheranism well established
on the Cambridge campus, some eight or ten promising
students of Cambridge, all of them more or less Lutheran
in sentiment, left for Cardinal Collegs, erord.12
In the year 1531 Lutheren books were introduced at
Oxfbrd,15 and Lutheranism increased daily in the

e ;b;g.. p. 120.

10, Curteia; Dissent in it Felation %o the Church
2: M. pPe. 96, quoted in Jacoba,; Op. Q_L_t_-. Pe B¢

1l. Jacobs, op. glt.) P 9

12+ Beckett, ODe. g_&.. D 121.

13, Trevelyean, op. gite, Ps 350.



University of Oxford and:chiefly in Cardinul College.
Ellis in his notes siutes(He received ell his information
from originel. letters of that period), "The chiefest
Lutheraen at Oxford at .this tine was John Clark, one

of the junior canons, to whose private leotures and

disputations in public, divers graduetes and scholars

of colleges reported...s.Notwithstending many eminent

nen 61& dispute &nd preach in the University against

them, yet the Lutherans proceeded and tock all private

ocoassions to promote their doctrine."l4 Also at this

time & monk of Bury Edmund's preached at OUxford a sermon

in which he ralied against the cardinals and bishops

and cven defended some of the opinions or Lui;he:l.'.:l'5

dlany of these men who leaned -towards Lutheran belief

helped in the future to promote the cause of Lutheranism.l6
Now these heresies of ILuther. began to spread rapidly

in both Universites and the bishops began to be troubled.

As early as the March of 1521 Archbishop Werheam writing

to violsey complained that both Universl.fiea were *infected"

with the 'pestilent dootrine of Luther'.'“ Cardinal

Wolsey soon began to take matters in his own hands end

‘saw to it that a thorough investigetion was mede of Luthex's

worke A search was made for all Lutheran books, and when

located they were destroyed. Wolsey's policy was to

14. Jacobs Ope git. li. 10,

15. Clark, oDs Glte, Do 68s
16, Jacobs, op. git., PPe 1lle 12
17. Beckett, op. gitss P« 121.



prohibit the oiroulation of any books that conteined
"heresy". Bilney as well as meny other Cambridge end
Oxford scholars had to appear bei'ore a Convooation for
their teachings. Bilney was induced .to promise an oath
'not to preach any of Iuther's dootrines but to impugn
them everyvhere'. However, by 1531 he was declared

a heretic end was burned.}® Tyndale who had been a student
at Oxford and Cembridge® wes forced to leave Englend
in May 1524 because pressure was getting too great for
him to carry on his work of tramnslating the Bible. In
Germeny he came in contaot with liartin Luther and when
you compare his writings with Luther's and Zwingli's

it is very evident how relatively thorough & ILutheran
Tyndule was and remeined throughout his 1ife.20 His
writings were sent %o kEngland and they helped to
disseminate the Lutheran view.

Thus the Universities helped the Iutherean cause in
Englend. An "Index of Prohibited Books" of 1529 gives
the nemes of the works which had been so diligently
ciroulated by the young scholars of these two universities
and their friends. In this list there are four books

8. DBeckett . () s 132« 133, :

%, I SRiTE, %E Hee D 186 ® A Oxford Tyndale
was won over to Protestantism by studying Erasmus Hew est=
ement Oreek, He then left Uxford end Joined Bilney &t
Gambridge."

20, Jacobs, oD« gite., PPe 24=26,




of Wyocliffe and also works by Luther and other Heformers
from the Continent. The publishing of such a list

shows very clearly that the theologians of England

wore keeping abreast of the entire development of
theologliocal literature on the Continent .31 it is

very evident that through the cireulating of these

books many people became acquainted with the Lutlieran
and Reformed teachingse. The Universities also prepared
_the men who leter in their lives were the leading
figures in the doctrinal reform of the Church of Imgland.

2l. 1bid., p. 13,




VII. HENRY'S RELATION WITH LUTHERANISM

lisny theories have been advanced concerning the

English Reformation. One affirms that it was & movee
ment within the English Church, enother regards its
religious change due to the quarrel of the King and
the Pope, still another @sserts that it must be

attributed to the German Reformers on the Continent

and the handful of English followers of these Reformers.
To be unbias and to understand the entire development

one rust say that all three items mentioned had sone=-
thing to do with the results, As it was i)ointed out in the
previous chapiers the spirit of iVycliffe had prepared

the minds of the people for a chenge; in the last ';
chapter it was shown how the Lutheran movement exerted
itself in the Universities; and the quarrel of the King
with the ~ope and the continued Lutheran movement will

be pointed out in this chapter to complete the entire
picture, All these movements must be considered in

any disoussion of the English Reformation. It would be

a mistake to say that Henry's political ambitions &nd

his divorce caused the Reformation. No king, however
despotic, ouvuld have forced people into such a chemge
unless they had been properly conditioned. 4nd this
conditioning wes produced by the Lollard end the Lutheran

movements.
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Luther hud posted his 95 theses on the church door
of Wittenberg in October 16517 and that began the great
Protestunt movement in Germany, 1t wasn't long after
that Luther's writings sprezd throughout the contigant
and even to Euglund.l in England they spread very
rapidly and many people werse mﬁra than reuady to read
and talk ebout them. The feeling of unrest among the
people, the dissstisfaction with the clergy &nd the
papal rules, thic undercurrent opinions of Wyeliffe

and the sentiment of the people caused this w_ide

l. Froude, History of England, p. 40¢ In 1519 there
was so:iroely a'village from the riah channel to the Danube

in vhioch the name of iluther was not familiar as a word
of hope and proxise.

Lindsay, ope ¢ite, De 520, Writings of Luther found
an early entrance into ingland and were reud by the King
and people. HErasmus, writing to Uscolampadius(iiay 14 th, 1521),
deolares that there eare many of Luther's books in England.

Jacobs, ope. gi%ey DPe 4. As early as 1530 Polydore
Vergil mentions the importation into Englend of a great
number of "Lutheran booka". To such an extent were Luther's
writings diffused and with such effect that in March 1621
Archbishop warham wrote to Cardinal Wolsey concerning the
condition of affairs at the University of Oxford, in a
letter which Sir Williem Ellis, formerly librarian of the
British Museum, has published.

Gasqust, . op De 188, Gasquet quotes from Roger
Edgworth's Sermon(1567)e Afterireligious-revolt had
established itself in Germeny "Luther's heresles arose
and were scattered very rapidly in England". Sir Thomas
libTe, Chancellor in 15632, attributes the rapid spread
t0. the flood of Literature which was poured forth over
the country by the help of printing. : _

P, Smith, op. H’ De' 281, Luther's Theses ‘on
Indulgences were sent by Erasmus to his English friends
Thomas More and John Colet little more than four months after
their promulgation{March 5, 1518). By February 1519 Froben
had exported to England a number of volumes of Luther's
works - one fell into the hands of Henry VIII. lany others
were sold by a bookseller at Oxford throughout 1520, in
which a government official in London wrote %o his son ;
-in the country, "there be heretics here which take Luther®s
opinion."




eirculation of Luther's dootrines and writings. The
effect produced by these writings was great. On liey
12, 1521 at St. Paul's in London in the presence of
meny high dignitaries and a erowd of over 30,000
spectators Luther's books were burned and his doctrine
"reprobated” ln addresses by John Fisher, Bishop of
Rochester, and Cardinal Wolseye A little later it was
forbidden to read, import, or keep such works; and
measures were taken to enforce 1it. 2 Then the King
entered the piocture which gained for him the title,
"Defender of the Faith', bestowed on him by Pope Leo X.
In July 1521 Henry had published his Assertlo Septem
Saoramentorum against Luther's De Captivitate Babylonica,.

This was where Henry bega_n his life-long opposition to
Lutheranism, and when in 1538 an attempt was made under
the influence of Gromwel_l to af_rect a gnl.on between
English end Lutheran Churches it met with his uncompro-
mising opposiﬂ.on.a Doubt has arisen as to whether Henry
was the real author. It was More, according to Henry viii,
who "by subtle sinister sl ights unnaturally procured and
provoked him" to write against the heretis.® and Erasmus
states, "I will not say that the King hed no help, for

the most learned men at times are helped by their friends;
but I have no doubt in esserting that he is the father end
suthor of the book".? Tw years later Bishop Fisher followed

2e¢ Pe Smith ey Do 282,
3. Hore, gp,: _'gf_i.'?l%.'aae.

4. P. Snith, Ope g_i-. Poe 283,
Se M, Sm.‘l.'lih.. Ops 8itey Pe 810,




his sermon by & treatise against Luther, end Henry
wrote & long letter to the princes of Sexony telling
them to repress the Lutheran teaching.® With one accora
the leading Englishmen spoke against Luther. Although
Luther's writings were hunted and destroyed, hewrthelesa.
they continued to be imported and oirculated through
out the island. The King's controversy had done more
then anything else to draw publ:l.c. attention to the
writings of Luther. The rapid diffusion of Lutheranism
is proved by many a side light and by the very pro-
clamations issued from time to time to "resist the
damneble heresies" or to suppress tainted books. dJohn
Heywood's The Four E's: A Mexry interlude of a Palmer,
Pardoner, fotycery, und & Pedlar, written about 1528,
though not published until some years later, is full

of Lutheren dootrine, and so is another book very
popular at the time, Simon Fish'as Supplicetion of M."
A long catalogue of prohibited books under date of

1529 shows the sympathetic interest with which in Eng-
lend the Reformation movement on the continent was
watohed and atudied.a In 1530 the king by proclamation
forbade the reading or possession of some 85 works of
Wycliffe, Luther, and others.? The Reformation had now
recommenced in Englend similar to the days of Wycliffe.

6. Jacobs .’ ey Do B¢
7...Pocgm15h?n %}u',.. Pe 283,

8+ Beokett, op. glt., Pe 169,
9. Gasquet:'gp_. _o_u.: Pe190.°



The Papacy and the Bishops were fighting this Lutheran
movenﬁéit as they were ugainst Wycliffe in the 14th
oen’cu_ryo .

Prior to 1530 the Reformation in Englend was still
in its infanocy and the King did all in his power to
suppress it. In the first 20 years of his reign Henry
majintained the supremacy of the Pope and even unto the
end of his life he was rigidly orthodox in the Romen
dootrine of trensubstantiation, celibacy of the clergy,
and suricul:zr confession., In his proeclemation of 1530
he spoke of the determination of the lnglish nution in
times past to be true to the Catholic feith and to defend
the country against "wicked sects of hereslies and I;ollards",
and see to i1t thet Luther's revolt in Germeny may not
heppen in Englund.m The next decade changed the entire
piocture with the result that England was no longer
connected with the Church at Rome.

He_nry started the ball rolling wh_en he wanted the
Pope to grant him a divorce from Catharine of Aragons
(Cet harine was the daughter of Ferdinamd and Isabella
of Spain and had been married to Henry's deceased brother
Prince Arthur. Henry's marriage to her, contrary to the
Lavs . of God, had been sanotioned by a Bull by Julius II.)
When Henry said that he wented to meke this chenge, the

'10e Ibides Pe 190. ..
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Pope tried to evude the issue. Henry then mede an
allisnce with the reforming and anti-clerical parties
in his realm.ll He also received hearty support from

the Parliement which has been culled the Reformation
Pariiement.l® Particularly at this period when a spirit

1l. P. Sm:l.'l‘-h. op. ,g;‘lj,-. P. 290, "At Haster 1529
Intheran books begen to eirouluate at court =~ books
advocating the confiscation of ecélesiastical property
and the reduction of the chureh to a state of primitive
simplicity. To Chapius, the imperial ambassador, Henry
pointedly praised Luther, whom he had lately called
"a wolf of hell und & limb of Satan" remarking that
though he had heresy in his hooks, that was not sufficient
reason for reproving &énd rejecting the many truths he
had brought to light. Henry in his entire policy was
dictated by his own whims and fencies which changed in
a moment and were brought about by political. edventages
and power."

12, The work of this Parliement was tremendous,

It sut from 16529-15636 and brought about the complete
break with Rome.

1529=; Bill deeclaring that any person who
should procure at the Court of Rome
eny license or dispensation for hold-
ing a plurality of benefices should
incur penalty.

1530~-A Koyel proclametion was lssued fore
bidding the introduction of Papal
Bulls into the Kingdom.

1531-Henry was made head of the Church.
Lnglend no longer paid the annates
or First-fruits to the Pope, and
that in cese the Pope should persist
in the exaction, England should
withdraw from his alleglance.

1532-Complete submission of clergy under
Henry.

1533=40t of the restraint of Appeals.

1534-40% of Succession which vested the
inheritance of the crown in the issue
of Henry end Anne. kot of Supremacy
which placed Henry as complete head
of the Church.

15%6=Formed & Union with VWales.




of nationalism was strong, there was objection to
any forelgn interference. Parliament was ready to
follow the king's wishes &nd in 1531 declared that
the King of knglend wuas head of the English Church
and that the Pope had no more authority in England
then any other foreign bishop, In 1538 Henry had
entire control over the clergy end with the vacancy
of the archbishopric of Canterbury Henry appointed
Thomus Cranmer who had been one of the Cambridge
"Germans"™; who had freely met with the Lutheran
divines in Germeny; who hed begun to pray in privete
for the abolition of the Pope's power in Xnglend as
carly es 15285; and it was not withnut reason thet

Chapuys called him & "Lutheran“.15 In January 1533

Beckett, . ey Ds 147. It was the Parliament
which gave aco%%bf%%%ieal independence to England with-
out doctrinul change, end established for awhile a
system described as 'popery without a pope’.

Froude, op. git., Vol. I, p. 207, Of this
Parliament Froude writes, "Ilie election had taken
place in the midst of great end general excitemsnt,
and the members chosen, if we may judge from their acts and
petitions, were men of that broad, resolved temper who only
in times of popular effervesce are ocalled forward in proml-
nence. 1t would probably have been useless for the crown
to attempt dictation or repression at such & tine. Undex
the actual circumstances itsbigtegpsfizas to encourage
the fullest expression of public leelings

COnstant,ggn. git., pg 29, The ill-feelings, grievances,
end jealousies against the clergy am their privileges hed
long been festering in the minds of & certain olass of
Englishmen. To say that the Parliament which sat from
15291536 and whioch was responsible for the breach with
Rome acted only under pressure from the king would be, to
put it mildly, an exaggeration.

1d.Lindsay, ODe gé!.. De 330.
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the King married inne Bolayn;lﬁ on ‘July llth the Pope

excommunicuted him. Perliament came to the rescue by
passing the act of Supremacy which declared that the
King's majesvy "justly and rightly" wes and ought to
be the head of the Church. That the abrogation of the
pupal authority was sccepted so eusily is proof of the
extent to which the national feeling of the English
Church had already g.one.lb Thus Englend wes separated
from the Church &t LRome; the rupture with the Papacy
was complete, The immedicte results were’
l. One heed of the Church, however, the
King olaimed the protestag Jjurisdictionis,
not the potestas ordizls -- he never
asgserted his right to ordain or to
control the sacramentis,
2. At first there was no change in doctrine.
3. Thomas Cromwell was mede Viscar-General,
and the office to some small extent
may be suld to resemble that of the
Papal Legate; he represented the King
as the Legete had represented the Pope.
It wes impossible, however, for the Church to malintain
its same place. There waes some stirring of Reformation
life. Cranmer had been early attracted by the writings
of Luther; Thomes Cromwell ‘Wes not unsympethetic,l®

The lieformation did not stop heres

14. Hore, op. git., p. 831. There was no wide-
spreed obJecti'.o'ﬁning'J,%gland %o the King's divoreing
Catherine; with the religious question people concerned
themselves but 1ittle. On the contrery they wished
Henry to marry some foreign princess, in the hope that
an heir might be born to the throne.

15. P. with. ﬂ. M.' pl 893.

16, Lindsay, ope. git., p. 332,
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in the meantime the Lutheran movement was growing
in England. Lutheran tracts and hymns were translated
into English ond meny of the writings of Luther, Melanchton,
Zwingli, Oecolampadius, and Bullinger were circulated. The

e vt T P TEETIR I T ITI Y

party now numbered powerful preachers like Letimer,
Ridley, Cranmer, énd the poiltician Cromwell. Concerning
Cromwell -- as his only object was to be on the winning
slde, and as he had not a bit of real religious interest,
it mekes 1t all the more impressive that, believing the
cat was about to jump in the direoﬁion of Lutheranisn,

he should have tried to put himself in the life of its
trajectory by doing ell he could to foster the Heformers
at home and the Protestant alliance abroad.17 A8 Green .
states, "Though the King was still firm in his resistance |
to Lutheran opinion and at this movement endeavored to

prevent by statute the importation of Lutheran books,

the less scrupulous hand of his minister was seen al-

ready striving to rind a counter part to the hostility

of the Emporor in an sllience with the Lutheran

princes in North Germeny."8 From 1635 until around

1540 sttempts were mede to unite Englend with the

German princes of northern Germany. & study of these

years shows how cluse Lutheranism came to the actual

control of the English Church. Unfortunately King

Henry sought an alliance with them only for political

" 17, P. Smith OpD. gé_t_.. p.‘ 299,
18, Green, gé. 0it.s; Do 164,

»



65

reasons and thus the final outcome left the Lutherans out
of Englend. &8s Lindsay states, "Neither Henry nor John
Frederiock of Saxény appeured to have been much in earnest
about an alliance, und from the English King's instructions
Yo his envoys it would appeur that his chief desire was %o
comnit the Germen divines to en approval of his divorce,
Luther was somewhat scornful and seemed to have penetrated
Henry's design. The German theqlosiahs had no doubt thet
the marriage of Henry with Catharine wus one that should
have never teken placej; but they &ll held thut, once mmde,
it ought not to be broken, Determined arfoqts were made
to cupture the sympathies of Melanchton. Bishop Foxe
selected as the theological ambassador wes instruoted %o
tuke him presents to the value of 70 punds. His books
were placed on the course of study for Cembridge at
Cromwell's order."i®

In 1535 Henry sent an embast"dumposed of Foxe, Heath
(on whom Melanchton set a high velue), and Barnes to confer
with the Protestant princes at Sthmalkuld. This was the
first politicel move on the part of HenrY-ao after many

19, Lindsa . Ty Do 354 ¢

20. Green.yép_‘?p'g_ﬁ% p. 185, On the political front
the Emperor snd Francis of France were getting together in
1535 by uniting the two houses by olose intermarriage == 2
proposal being that Francis would join im &n attack agains
England. Whether such a proposal was serious or not, Henry
had to dresd attack from Charles himself and to look for new

T G

allies sgainst it. He was driven to offer his alliance with
the Lutgsran srinces who also dreaded the power of the Emperor..



conferences the CGerman princes were quite willing to give
Honry the title "Defender of the Schmalkald League”, But
they insisted that for amy alliance the Lnglish Church

end the King must accept the theology of the iugsburg
Confession and adopt the ceremonies of the Lutheran Church;
and on these rocks of doctrine end ritual the proposed
alliance fhiled.'l The English embassy then went to
Wittenberg und had conferences with Luther and Melanchton.
Here they accepted the "Thirteen irticles of 1535" drawn
up by lielanchton, but when they were sent to Henry, he did
not subnmit to them.22 The embassy remained in Germony
for severul months studying the iugsburg Confession and
the ipology, but finally returned home. Their mission
proved u failure.

Now this demund made by the German princes was
backed by such Englishmen as Crammer, Shexton, Barlow,
Hilsey, Goodrich, Fox, &nd Latimer =-- all of them
Henry's partisens among the clergy. Thus the influence
of these men &s well as an attempt to comply at least
partly with thg demand of the German Princes produced
the "Ten irticles of 1536".%° Under Crammer's leadership
these articles had boen passed by the Convocation held
in London. In their ndoption the spirit of Wyoliffe
and the aspiration of the Oxford Reformers waes very

evidont.%® "These articles," seys Professor Lindsuy,

= te . Ml.
2,’5: #322:‘,"2-,‘%‘3- ﬁ_‘};‘:, 'p’S. 63-67, The artioles are
recorded.
3. Green. Ope. .0_1_20. Pe 185,
24, Jaoobs, op. git., Do 68,
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"are anything but essentially Homish with the Pope left
out in the cold. They &rc, rather an attempt to construct
a4 brief creed whioh a pliant Lutheran and & pliant Romanist

might ugree upon."25

ifter Jacobs lisus the Tem irticles
and the corresponding items from Luther#nism, he con=
cludes, "These citztions could be readily multiplied;
but whuat have been given are sufficient to establish
the fact that the evangellical statements of the articles
were tuken not only from the Apology, but also from the
Augsburg Confession, and the other writings of Melanchton."29
The Ten Articles, however, were not received by all
for in the lutter part of 1536 there was & revolt of the
north -= culled the Pilgrimage of Gruce =-- the people
demanded a preservation of the ancient faith. And as
Jacobs states, "The articles llke all compromises
inspired no enthusiasm. They wer¢ too ILutheran for
the Hierarchists; they were to; Romish for the Lutherans."®?
& new Convocation was summoned and approved the Institution
of a Christien Men, known as the Bishop's Book of 1537.
What the true nature of this Book is caunot always be

obtained from history books. Both parties were present

20, Lindsa 5 ey Po 385,
26, Jaoobs{'_g%% _QE& ’ 'p. 95, Ranke approaches very

olosely the true solution of the origin of the Ten articles
when he says that the first five have their origin in the
sugsburg Confession or in commentaries on it.

27, ibid., p. 104,
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in drewing up the book. Catholio writers claim it a
‘viotory for them; some Protestant writers state the
opposite view.za The true picture seems to indicate
another compromise; the King did the dictating; the
results were that it leaned a little toward the Catholie
viewpoint.

In 1538 Henry invited the Protestant princes to
send delegates to discuss the contested points with him
so that he might still enter the Schmalkald League.2®

This again was a politiccl move on the part of

28, Ibid., p. 105, "Although still retaining same
Romish elements it was a great triumph for the Lutheran
side, especielly as all opposition was for the first time
silenced and even Gardiner added his signature., By this
work the Reformaetion was placed on the loftiest ground
which it was cver destined to reach during the reign of
Henry."

Beokett, op. git., D 161, 4s & contemporary
styles it, "a rightly godly book of devotion." Cranmer
was probubly the moulding forcee.

Constant, op. cit., p. 408, "The catholic
doctrine was more explicitly set forth in this them in
the previous Confession. Despite the hereticel character
of the discussions, the Confession whioch resulted was
orthodox(cutholic sense) bec:use the supreme head hed
willed that 1t snouldlbe;;6 : . RS e

29, Ibid., pp. 414~ « By order o
of Saxony, tha.Germans brought the Wittenberg irticles
with them and used them as a basis for their theological
discussions. If these articles are compared with those
of 1538, en evident concordance will be noticed which is
also frequently a literal one. The 13 irticles of 1938
were the outcome of this conference. Henry did not accept
them and would teke no inspiration from them. Thus the
Conferences ended in another failure. The destinies
of the English Church were nevertheless not unaffected
by that conference. It proved to be the channel through
whioch Luther's dooctrine infiltrated. The 13 irticles which
emanuted from that conference served as a basis for the 42
articles of Edward VI(1553) end the 39 Articles of
Ellizgbeth(1563).
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Henry .50 Three Germens composed the one committee &and
three Bishops @nd four dooctors of divinity with Creanmer
es president, of the cummission were appointed to
represent the E¥nglish side, while Dr. Barnes was as=
signed by the King a piuce in the conference on the
Lutheran side. The men ocame to an agreement on the
doctrinal articles. There was, however, a conflict

on the ".n‘uuéea". Here Henry steps in and the German
Commission saw that pollitiocal ideas were again being
taken into consideration by Henry. If 1.;he question then
be asked why was not the Church of England a Lutheran
Church? the true answer is, "'ﬁecause a wicked ruler
interfered within & sphere thet did not belong to him,
and abruptly termineted the measures of the true
representatives of the'chu:rch ﬁhio;h. clearly indlcated

& readiness to acoe:st the Lutheran contessione.“31
wu—.ﬁ the failure of this conference the possibility of
uniting seemed hopeless. Attempts, however, were
continued in the following year but with no success.
Pol_:l.t:leal reasons again motivated the action.

The influence whiéh Cranmer and Cromwell exerted

30. Xbid. . 418 and 413, It was the interest
of Henry end tﬁeplll,ntherana alike to band themselves
together against the common enemy and thati was the
Zmperor Charles V. Charles was well awére of such an
alliance. Henry invited the Protestant princes to send
delegates to discuss the contested points with him :o
that he might ¢nter the Schmelkald leugue. The London
Conference lastod two monthse

31, Jaocobs, op. gite, Pp. 152=138,
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on Henry lost 1ts effect in 1539. The King felt that the
Bible was responsible for the many disputes and wrenglings,
thet the ILutherans were influencing his people contrary

to what he had iln mind for a rerormation.32 Because of
these reasons he saw to it thai the persecuting iAct of

the Six.hrticlﬂa was passed. These Lcots were agalnst

the wishes of Crammer &nd Cromwell. 4ill the articles

were Romenist®® end meny people lost their lives.
Cromwell was executed in 1540, The irmediate consequence
of this infumous Act was that many young zéaiuus Reformers
left the country where they could no loﬁger remain with=-
out endangering their lives or compromising their con-
sclences, .ibroad in Germeny end Switzerland their
intercourse with ardent Continental Reformers, especielly
those of the Zwinglian school, had an influence upon the
subsequent course of the Inglish Reformation.34: This

40t was probubly most destructive for the Lutheran cause
in Englend bec:use meny men, who were sympathetio toward
Lutherenism when they loft England, did no% retura with
the Lutheran view but with the Reformed dootrine.

92 gora'iﬂ- %Fi’ Pe 257.
93¢ The Six srtiocles were:
i 1. Taught doctrine of transubstantiation.
2, Withheld cup from leity.
%. Prohibited priests from marrying.
4. Enforced the vow of celibacy.
5. Upheld private masses for sculs in
purgatory.
6. Declared euricular confession good
SR gt and necessery. -
4 . Beckett, op. QLBJ' Pe 165,
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During the next six years Henry VIII oontinued to
see whether he could form some union with the German
princes. His first step was to marry inne of Cleves,
the sister-in-law of the elector.%d igain another
political move for both sides. A4t this time Melanchton
sent a letter to the King and this was followed by a
letter from the Wittenberg theologians denouncing the
Six srticles, liowever, all atteméts amounted to no
permanent results, Henry divorced Anmne in July of the
seme year snd this brought many repercussions from the
Germans. At this time there developed & period of
Catholic sotion. Latimer was thrown in prison;
Tyndale's and Coverdi.le's New Testument, as well as
all the works of Wyocliffe, were consigned to the flames.
Heretics were rigorously persecuted; and the Continental
Protestants co.pared Henry to Nero.9® Zarly in 1541
there was & new negotiution proposed with the Protestant
princes in Germuny. Henry sent men to Germany to exocuse
for his action and tried to esteblish a league with
relction to their common interests. &gain the Lutheran
princes demended adherence to the Confessions; the

English embassy returned home without any satisfaotory

35, Burnet . <y Do 286, The elector of
Saxony, who had’ﬁ%%&i%%sfhe other sister of Cleves had
conceived so bad en opinion of the king, that he ex=
pressed no heartiness, neither in the marriage nor in
any elliance with Englend; but he yielded to the
importunities of others who thought that the prospect
of the adventage from such an alliance was great,

36. Constent, on. git., p. 382,
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raaults.dv One last attempt to make an alliance with
Germany failed in 1544.38 Because of their political
nature Henry's propositions met with little favor. The
breaking out of the Schmalkald War in the summer of
1546 interrupted all negotliations; and a few months
later January 28, 1547 the reign of Henry VI1I was at
an end.%?

During this lust period of Henry's reign he ordered
& commission of bishops and theologians to revise the
"Bishops Book" of 1537. 1t took them three yeers to
complete the task. Cramnmer was again the leader and
i% is believed by some thai he was tending .towards
Zwinglionism already at¥ this time.éo This second
confession called the "King's Book of 1543", however,
' shows that the Lutheran element was still present in
the thinking of the men that prepared the confession.
41t the time of Henry's death there seered 10 be four

parties esetive in Eﬂgland.41

37. Burnet [ ] (N} p- 276.

38, Lm.,’p‘?gaa%%j' In 1544 the often-cited
Seckendorf tells us that at this time they in
Germeny begen to have gre: ter hopes of the king
thun ever. liont was again sent over to offer an
elliance with them. He excused nll the late
proceedings. This did not move the elector; he
looked on the king as an enemy to thelr doctrine.
His whole design in what he had done was, to make
himself the head of the church, to which he was not
o leCes saooh oit 197

e J8CODS, ® op De .

40. Gonstant%p'gn. gltey Do 485,

41, P. Smith, Op. oit., D. 508. :
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l. Anglicans
- orthodox end royalists, comprising the greater

part of the erown loving, priest-hating and yet,
in intellectual matter, conservative common
people.

2, Pope's Followers
8till strong in numbers especially among the
clergy of the north. Their leaders were among
the most high-minded of the nation, but were also
the first to be smitten by the king's wrath.

3e lutherans
an active and intelligent minority of city
merchants end artisieans led by men of con=-
spicuous talents and generally of high character
like Coverdale, HKidley, and Latimer. With
these men were also Cranmer and Cromwell.

4. Zwinglians and Anabaptists
small contingent of extremists,

Thus Lutheranism was an importunt part in the stages
of the English Reformation. The question’ often has been
asked, vwhat value would it have been if Henry would have
signed the Augsburg Confession? 'Tis true that Englend
and Lutheranism at the time would have come ‘closer
together, und it might have resulted in the English
Lutheran Church. However, when you consider the life
of Henry, his views, and his political embitions, such
an allience with Germany ocould not have lasted. Lindsay
correctly states that the King and people were not very
far apert. They both olung to medieval theology; and
they both detested the Papacy and wished that the olergy
be kept in due subordination. There was @& wide spread
and silent movement towards an Evangelical Retorqatinn
always making itself apparent when least expected; but
probably three-fourths of the people had not felt it




during the reign of Henry. It needed Mary's burnings
at Smithfield end the fears of a Spanish overlord
before the leaven could leaven the whole lump.42

The English Reformation first began with England
being separated violently from the ecclesiastical
empira of Kome. The papal authority was cast off,
but without any essential change being made in creed
or form of doctrine., This was all accomplished under
Henry V1iil. The change in oreed and ritual was ef-
fected chiefly under Edward Vi. The presence of
Lutheranism in England during Henry's reign helped

tremendously to formulate such a change in Zdward's

relign.

42, Lindsay, op. git., p. 350.
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VIII. CONCLUSION

A% the time of the death of Henry ViIl the English
Reform:tion had gone & long way since its early begine
ning at the time of John Wycliffe. John Wycliffe was
one of the rirst men to &ttack the evils in the church
eand have the people look to their Bibles for God's
answer for Salvation. The people were not yet prepered
for 4 complete separation from the Roman Church. A
whole century had to pass before the people were
really ready to accept the fact that the sacramental
and sscerdotal system of the Roman Church.was contrary
to Seripture. During thet century the Lollards in-
stilled into the minds of the common people.that
spirit of revolt and adherence to the Bible so that
when the Lutheran doctrinaé flooded England in the
16th century the people were not totally shocked,
but were conditioned to eccept the dootrines.

In closing one interesting item cannot be for-
gotten -- Wycliffe was active around Oxford and
London; the Lollardy activity was most prominent
in this same area of the country; end this 1s where

Lutheranism gained its foothold in England.




APPENDIX I

With the death of Henry VI1I many changes took
place in the Church, It would seem that the Lutherans
could now become the leading force because Cranmer
was still the chief spiritual advisor to the King.
liowever, this was not the case; in fact, the Lutherans
finally lost out completely.

The Six iArticles and the treasons laws were re=
pealed and this brought beck to England meny of the
refugees who had found & home in Germany and Switzerland.
The victories won by Emperor Charles V led a large number
of continentel Protestants to seek refuge in England
from the penalties of the Interim, Some of these men

'found pluces as teachers at Oxford end Cambridge and

their influence became a leavening power.l But these
Inglishmen who had returned -« sen like Ridley and
Hooper, formerly Lutherans -- brought back with them
the Zwinglian type of theology &nd Bullinger was thelr
trusted udvisor.a 1t is reported that Ridley was the
man who influenced Cranmer in changing his v:lews-a
With meny Calvinists snd Zwinglians coming to England
there was the growth of ap anti-Lutheran element;

there was no prominent Lutheran in Englend to pro=-

l. Sanford, op. git., p. 183,
2. Lindsay, op. git., p. 309,
S« Jacobs, op. git., D. 210,
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mulgate the Lutheran cause; thus the Lutherans were
left out of the picture,

The Lutheran movement mipht have died out by the .
arrival of the heformed men from the Continent, but 1it,
nevertheless, exerted a wholesonﬁ influenco in the
formation of the teachings, creeds, confessions, and
liturgies of the Church of England. 1n 1548 Cranmer
translated Justus Jonas' catechisn, which in English
is usually designated Cranmer's Catechism, not only
teaches most emphatically the Lutheran doctrine, but
elso contains verbatim Luther's Small Cateohism.®
In 1549 the Book of Common Prayer was formulated. 1%
was & compronise between Lutheranism, Romenism, &and
Calvinism. This was revised in 1552 and the Lutheren
element is very obvious in certain placecs. In 15563
Cranmer drew up the 42 articles of Religion on the
basis of the 13 aArticles agreed upon by & conference
with the Lutherens in 1538,° Although the articles
contain Roman end Calvinistic eleninnts. the greater
part found its source in tﬁe Augsburg Confession.
"Later these 42 articles of iBdward VI were out down
to the %9 irticles of Elizabeth(1563) which are still
in use today in the iAnglicen Church. The Lutheran
element is also very evident in the worship of the

4. Jacobs, op. git., P. 216,
5. P. Smith, op. Qite, Do 314,




English Church.® Had Crenmer become & strong and

staunch Lutheran, probobly the English Church would
be Lutheran today. Thus 1t can be said that the

work of Lutherenism in England was not all in vainj

it did play en important role in the scheme of M'”
English Church History.

6. Jacobs, gp. glb., p. 218.
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APPENDIX I1X

A 1little additional information should be added
about some of the men who helped foster the Lutheran
csuse in England. This list is far from completes.
The study couldéd include about 20 msn. That would

T e TR

be a thesis in itself.

kiles Coverdale 1488-1568

He is noted for his translution of the Bible which
appeared on Qectober 4th, 1535, His trunslation was
nade from the Vulgate with some assistance fron
Iuther's veraion.l He was a student at Cambridge where
he nude & thorough study of Luther's works. He was

& member of the group which met in the house called
"Germany". The direct as well as the indirect influence
of Luther may be traced in his works, He 1s noted for
his translation of several of Luther's hymns and of
Luther's Ten Commundments. Of Coverdale's 41 hymns,

22 are Iutheran.®

William Tyndale ?-1536

Tyndale was a student at Oxford and Cembridge and
cume in contact with the Lutherans. Comparing his
writings it can be seen that he was a Lutheran.
Probably in the later years of his life he tended
towards Zwinglianism. Tyndale left England in 1524

1. Lindaay op. M.. Pe 438,
2. Jecobs, Op. Oit., pp. 117ff.
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and translated the New Testament end a small part of
the 0ld Testament into English while he was on the
continent, Here he came in contact with Luther at

Wittenberg. 1t appears that if we had more knowe

ledge of his whereabouts it would ﬁrobably show
that he had & very active part in the spread of !
Luther's teuchings. DBeockett states that his pen

was beyond question, one of the grest potencies of

the time. His translations, his treatises, his

tracts exercised an influence recognized by his
adversaries as necessituting strenuous opposition,

and rejoiced in by his-frienés as a leader in their
cuuse.5 TFisher in his book states that he and other
young soholars fled to Antwerp -- on their return
these men were bent on plunting'the Lutheran doctrine
15 thelr netive oountry.4 Luther exerted a profound
influence upoh'Tyndale'é writings. This is seen in
Tyndele's Prologue o the New Testament, Prologue o
$he Nomens, Exposition of the Sermon op the Mount, --
but more so in the Shorter Prologues that the character
of the dependence of Tyndule on Luther is best seen,’
Through his translation of the Biple the Lutheran

cause becume more and more aggressive.

3. Beokett, op. git., p. 170.
4. I&sher,'gigto;x,gi theChristian Church, p. 347,

6. Wescott, Aistory of the knglish Bible, p. 148.




aAnne Boleyn 150772 - 1536

She murried Henry V1il, after Henry divorced his first
wife, Cathurine of iAragon. She was & Lutheran and
helped foster the Lutheran cause in England. She had
generously mainteined & number of scholars &t the
Universities; and all of them, smong was Heath, were
during their lifetime earnest champions of the
Reformation .6 s

' Thomes Cromwell 1485 - 1540

He wes no theologian but & politioclan. However, he
did help the cause of Lutheranism throughout his life.
It is doubtful whether he even held the Lutheran views.
Froude says that it wag his chief object to unite
England with the .Lutherans.v This was all based on
politic:l notives. Thus through his political moves
he bectme & very importent menm in promoting the ceuse
of Lutheranism in Englande

Thomas Cranmer 1489 - 1556
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His suggestion that the King ask the Universities on the

continent for an enswer whether his divorce was proper

brought Cranmer into favorship with Henry. This was the

royal favor which he never lost. it the death of

warham he was made archbishop of Centerbury by the King

6, Juoobs, op. gites P. 74e
7¢.F1'0uda: ﬂ. _m.: p. 411.




in the year 1l533. He didn't want this Jjob buf knew that
he hed to aceept it. In the 20's he hsd been on the
continent and cume 1ﬁ touch with the Lutherans end
married the niece of the_Lutheran theologien Osiander.
Thus he veas ineclined to Lutheran opinions and he aided
the reformation tremendously in Zngland as Lrohbishop

of Cunterbury. His first act &s prinate of the Church
was to annul the merriage of Henry, This increased

his favor in the eyes of the King and through this
popularity he was able to promote the Lutheran cause with=
out too much diffioculty. Sad to say, he was not too
strong in his belief. Vith Fox, Cromwell, and Barnes to
&id him, he was @ Lutheren; but vhen these men were no
longer around he passed over to the adoption of the
Reformed doctrine. He nevertheless played An important
part in drawing up the English Confessions which show
the Luthersn element; and he prepered the liturgy for
the English Church vhich he leerned from the Lutheran
theologians in Germany.S

8. JaOOb' Oope M.| Pe 48,
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