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translation of the Bible and the sending out of his
numerous “tracts. An Oxford proreaéor d_eso:l.!i.bes Vyclirfte
as ™ot only the greatest figure in ox"tord history,
but along with Chaucer, Shakespeare, &nd iilton 'as one
of the four men who have produoéd the greatest effect on
the English language end literature, end still further
as wholly unepproached in the entire history of Englend
for his effect on our English theology and religious
dife .*'35_ The Bible alone openéd the eyes of the peopls
and kept alive the spark which Wycliffe had 1lit in the
l4th century; the Lollards kept this spark smouldering
in the 16th century; and all this helped to produce
the fire and action of the 16th century.

In 1415 the Councll of Constance condemned his works
and ordered his bones to be removed from the ground
and burned. His aﬁhes were strewn on the waters; the
words of Wordsworth's sonnet on it should not be forgotten.

As thou these ashes, little Brook wilt bear

Into the Avon, Avon to the tide of Severn,

Severn to the narrow sees

Into main ocean they this deed accurst

An emblem yields to friends and enemles

How the bold teacher's dootrine sanotifiled
By truth shall spread, throughout the world dispersed.

25. Montagu Burrows, Wycliffe's Place in Histomy,p. 4,
quoted in Beckett, op. git., P« 624




iV. THE LOLLARD MOVEMINT FROM THE TIME OF WYCLIFFE TO 1520

in the study of the causes, effeots, and influences
of any grea_t event in the annal of history, there is
usually one outstanding reat_nre that governs the actual
outcome and helps prepare oconditions for new chenges.
The Lollard movement in England was one of these features,
but this movement seemed to take on dual responsibility.
Not only did it spread the teachings of Wycliffe, but
it was the link, the stepping stone between the 1l4th
and 16th century reform in Ingland. If 1% had not been
for the Lollards, the labours of Wycliffe would probably
have proven & fallure, his influence on the English
reformation would not have exerted itself, and most
likely he would be denied the title "the lMorning Star
of the Reformation™. The majority of the pe.op:l.e at
Wyocliffe's time -were not ready for a change; it took
an entire century to meke the people ripe for reform;
and even in the 16th century many were not ready.
Viyoliffe lald the egg; the Lollards kept' it werm; and
the 16th century reformers hatched:it.

The I.o.'l.lard_a,la neme given to the followers of

l. Sheldon, ;qp_. s Do 424, "The name seems to heave
been imported from the Netherlands. Some have supposed
that it was derived from the Latin Jolium, meaning darhél




Wyoliffe, were ealready active before the death of
Wycliffe and their work continued in one form or
another until around 1520, They were men comprised
of the lower orders of society although it extended
also in some rmeasurs to the higher classes &nd even
$o the Court itself. The party waes unfortunately
divided as far as coertuin dooctrines and practices weie
concernad, but they did seem to agree on the suthority
of Seripture us the only rule of faith and the need
of a reform of somekind. They instilled into thé
people a oontem;bt for tradition and established authority.

In trecing the developnent or'this movement 1t is
very difficult to obtzin the exect pioture because the
Lollards did not huve a particular leader, no prominent |
vriters, very few writings., All the information must
be tabulated from the official documents of the (}hurch,
the writings of the Bishops, und the decrees of the
governnent. However, enough informetion hes been handed
down to see how theae Lollards carr;ed on the work
of their lsader. '

Following Wyecliffe's death the party grew by leaps
and bounds until they became so powerful that they were
able to petition Parliement in 1395 to-reform the Church }

N ——

" with which the term was applied is sufficiently menifeat."
Thisnlast statement seems too positive. One explanation

or tares; others connect it with the old German Jollen, to
hum or whine, On either supposition, the satirical intent

is that the "Poor Pricsts™ memorized the Psalms as they !
wandered through the land "lulling" them. .




in accordence with their teachings. The petition has
been called the Lollerd Gomclusions.® About & fourth of
nation were probably in aympathv with the views at the
oclose of the 1l4th century. At any rate there seemed to
have been a general feeling that rafbrm in some way or
another was & necessity. According to the Leicester
monk, every second man in those parts was & Lollard.®
Their tremendous growth was probubly due to the political
support. The King in 1398 wanted to arrest all Lollards,
but the House of commong felt otherwise. 4ind besides,
they were favoured by the knights ang fha shires who

were chiefly desirous of securing the layman's liberty
from clerical interference. bkiany of the nobles had
chaplains who were Lollards. all this gave the Lollards
a free hand to operate and %heir views spreud rapidly.?
Up' to 1400 the Lollards seemed to be very prominent

2. Clinton Locke, Lge of Great West Schism, in
Epochs of Churgh mmf‘v. V%%, pes 222, This petition
stated that all temporal possessions run the church, that
the priesthood of Rome was not the priesthood of Christ,
that kings should possess episcopal rights, that all war
was against the principles of the Gospel, that such trades
as goldsmith and armorer ought to be put down by law, that
the principal duty of a priest was to preach and not to
glve sacrements, and that the worship of images is sinful.
These same views can be found in Wyoliffe's writings.

3. Trevelyan, op. glt., ps 920, This expression must
not be treated as a statistical fact, but only as a strong

expression. Helf the population had perheps been impressed

more or less favourably by some of Wycliffe's dootrines.
4. Ibid., p. 318. Trevelyan gives a clear picture how
these Loilurds were received, especially the preachers.
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" in three sections of the country -- the neighbourhood of

Leiscester, the Vest of inglend, and the Cupital.

The situation rapidly chenged at the turn of the
century. 4ifter the revolution of 1399 when Richard 11
was deposed and Henry 1V ascended the throne, the opposition
%o the Lollards beoeme violent. In 140l Parliement passed
a law which was & disgrace to the nation and the cause
of many stains on inglund's name, viz the "De Heretico
Comburendo™. With this et pessed, the Lollards were
persoccuted throughout the entire eentury end meny lost
their lives. it is from these accounts of persecution
that present dcy historians can evaluate the influences
of the Lollurd movement. These persecutions may be best
divided into periods of years to show the strengthened

force of Lollerdism,.

1401-1417
slthough the Aot to burm ell heretics was pessed im
1401, the assault sgeinst the Lollard party did not become
vigorous until 1414. During this early period a certain

number of prosecutions for heresy took place; but most all

He explains that at the close of the 1l4th century the
unauthoriged preacher walked from village to village; his
russet gown &t once betrayed his errand, nd if both the
lendlord and person were asgainst him, his chance of getting
a hearing was very smell, But on friendly ground his
reception was entirely different. 4And this spirit of
friendliness was most common. The protection and assistance
afforded by so many landlords was encugh to instil into the
minds of the preachers the distinetion that Wycliffe had
made between clerical and lay property.




those of which we have record resulted in recentation,d
Two prominent men lost thelr lives because of thelr views,
fiilliam Sawirey in 1401 and John Badby in 1410, 4fter
1410 a great thinning of the ranks of the Lollurds took
place due to the work of Archbishop srundel, but it seems
that Henry 1V wes not ceger to lend a helping hund. With
his deuth in 1413 the si tuation echanged. Henry V fostered
arundel's cause; Lollardism wes crushed at the University;5
Lord Cobhan, u member of Commons snd & personal friend of
Henry lv,awas condermned and with his death the Lollerda
no lunger had & great lecder to look to;7 srundel died in
1414 but Henry Chichely was appointed arohbi#hop of
Cunterbury snd he renewod Jirundel's oﬁslaught on
Lollurdism with fresh zeul.a
Yet in this period it is reported that in 1405 the
Lollards were a strong minority in Parliament;g that in

1410 the Lollerds influenced Perliuament in demanding the

Se Ma, Ps 854,

6. J. C. Carrick, Wygliffe and the Lollerds, p. 214.

7. Beckett, op. cit., p. E4. He was convicted to die
but escaped from prison. The leaders feared a revolt of
the oppressed Lollards. The strength of Lollardy in Englend
is shown by the rumor that 20,000 Lollards were about to
march on London and that within the city 50,000 were pre-
pared to assist them. MNo evlide:ce exists tkat such a
revolution was ever planned, but the scares of such & rising
spread, and under its influence whether helieving it or
not, a sudden raid, was made upon an essemnbly of Lollards
found in St. Giles' Fields, them literally a village in the
fields. TFour years later Cobham 1s captured and dies a
martyr's ﬁea}hi ol S

8¢ Carrick, Opne. o Do .

9, ldaynuard Sﬁfth, Pre=Reformation England, p. 281.
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abolition of all monastic property claiming that alone
it would suffice for the up=-keep of more earls, knights,
squires, and house of alms than the entire kingdom
possessed.lo

At the close of tlils period these conclusions may
be drawn -- the Lollards were active throughout southarﬁ
England; they evidently had considerable power becuuse
the act of 1401 was not always carried out; their efforts
seemed to decline aftér the death of Cobham, mainly
through stern measures to repress them; and they lost many
adhereiits from the upper classes, but were still very
strong amongst the lower classes and the tradesmen of the
towns,ll Some historians try to show that this tendency
to cater to the lower classes of peoole had & connection
with socialism or evemn with soeialvrevolt. Trevelyan
secms to grasp the situation when he says, "We possess
reports of the proceecings egainst scores of Lollards,
the items of indictments mount up to'many hundreds, yet
I have been able to find, between the years 1382 and
1520 only one case of & Lollard accused of holding
communistic theories, and not a sihgle case of a Lollard

oharéed with stirring up the peasaniry to right their social

10, G. Constant, Th M ) s De 143,

11, McKinnon, g_g.'_‘gfs,.. p. 132. %tmgﬁer 1414 it lost its
hold on the country gentlemen; it ceased to attract scholars
. of the type of Hereford and Purvey, and its poor priests were
exclusively men of limited education who had no influence

with the educated class,




