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THE WYCLIFFITE 4ND LUTHERAN ELEMENT 

IN THE ENGLISH REFORMATION 

Introduction 

Scholars and historians the world over have spent 

many tedious hours in arranging and reearranging, dis- 

cussing and reediscussing, searching and re-searching, 

writing and ree-writing to find answers to the problems 

and difficulties which confront the world in analyzing 

the history of nations, races, and people. One of the 

most controversial topics in the history of the world is 

the Reformation Period. It is very difficult to find 

@greement among historians concerning certain periods an 

this Reformation history. The material avaliable must 

be weighed very carefully, and one cannot jump to con- 

Clusiojus until he has made a thorough study of the entire 

picture. 

The above situation is very evident when one con- 

siders the keformation that took place in England. The 

Reformation in Sngland is just one small part of the 

greut Reformation that took place on the continent. 

However, it is entirely different end one must be very 
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' oareful when he reads material on the inglish Reformation. 

He must always take into consideration the position of 

the author. Romen Catholics usuelly write as if the 

Reformation in ‘England would not have taken place if it 

had not. been for the desire of Henry VIII for a divorce. 

Protestant writers list errors and corruptions in the 

church, and the influences of certain prominent individ- 

uals. Economic writers and political theorists approach 

the entire picture from a different angle und endeavor 

to place the causes outside of the Church. For these 

reasons the reader of English Reformation must be ex= 

tremely cautious and must take into consideration all 

views before he forms any conclusions. 

: The period which this .thesis .disousses is one of the 

uost important periods in English History. The years 1500 

to 1550 show to the world why the Chureh of England is no 

longer a member of the Roman Church, This thesis endeavors 

to show. how the teechings and works of John Wycliffe in the 

14th century help lay the foundation and groundwork for the 

real beginning of the Reformation in England in the 16th 

century, and how the Lutheran element from the continent 

fits into the scheme of events during the early years of 

the English Reformatim. Again we have to be very careful 

not to overestimte the influences which John Wycliffe and 

Martin Luther play in deciding the course of the English 

Reformation. It is vain to speculate wheat might have 
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happened or what could have happened if these two men 

had lived at the same time. However, one thing is 

possibie. English Protestantism finds its roots in the 

pioneer labours of John Wycliffe,and Martin Luther not 

only gives the stimulus and inspiration but also influ- 

ences the English leaders of the l6th century. 

  
   



  

I.CONDITIONS IN ENGLAND DURING THE 14TH CENTURY 

The word "reformation" suggests one important iten, 

that is, the existence of evils which make reform a neces- 

sity. The evils in England were mounting daily in the 13th 

‘century; the clouds were gathering; and the storm was quick- 

ly approaching. Although there do not seem to be any sects 

or divisions of »rominence in England outside the Papal 

Church before Wycliffe's time, there seems to be an awaken- 

ing of the Reformation spirit that culminetes under the 

leidership of this great man. about 1165 thirty German weav= 

ers had come to Iingland and in the minds of the bishops they 

were disseminating opinions that in their judgment were 

heretical. It is of no improbable conjecture: that others 

of the Continental sects besides the thirty German weavers 

came to England, and that in unobtrusive manner they ine 

fluenced the thought and belief of those around them. at 

all events tnere is the evidence that among persons of 

humble degree in life, and amongst the monks and friers, 

were those awakened in some degree to the errors of their 

time. Before long, however, the great lexuder of reform 

wes to eppeare” 

  

1. The term "heretio" meant in those days opposition 

to papal authority as much as oppostion to the theological 

dogmas of the Church. Term will be used in this manner 

in this thésis. 
Be We ie Beckett, The English Reformation &o the 16th 

Century, De 46e : : 

 



The conditions in the Church at this time were any= 

thing but vhat they should be. This state of affairs did 

not only exist in England, but also throughout the entire 

world. The people were living in darkness and ignorance 

of God's truth. There was no such thing as doctrine. The 

people were blindly led by the bishops and priests und vere 

perfectly content to accept everything that wes said to then. 

The English Church at Wyoliffe's time hit an all time 

low. It was at this tine that mny corrupt doctrines were 

fully established -- the doctrine of trensubstantiation; 

the withholding of the cup from the laity; the necessity of 

confession as the condition of receiving remission; end 

penance accepted as the explation for sin. The clergy 

in no way were shepherds of their flocks. Their ignorance 

was often incredible. Wycliffe declared that many of the 

clergy of his day knew not the Ten Commandments, nor read 

their psalter, nor understood a verse of ite? The clergy 

are accused by many historians of venality, dissoluteness, 

ignorance, and & disregard for duties.“ Mendicant friars, 

who formerly géined the hearts of the people and stinulated 

religious life, were in the 14th century a general nuisance. 

They sold indulgences, they invented pious frauds, they 

were covetous under pretense of poverty, they had become 

  

Se William Clark, the Anglican format on, in the 
Epochs CGhureh History, Vol. p 

ee Lord, Beacon Lights of History, Vol. Ili, p. 396. 
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_Tar from being sorinaries of learning and piety, were hotbeds 

‘he hed no love for Wycliffe's teaching, yet says, "There 

  

luxurious in their lives, they slandered the regular clergy, 

they usurped the prerogatives of parish priests, and they 

enriched their convents.” Monasteries and nunueries, so 

  

of infideiity and vice. The abbots and friars, grown wealthy 

and indolent, lived on their illegotten gains like Eastern 

potentates. Their feasting, rioting, and sumptuous living 
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shocked the whoie country.® ¥Futhermore the Catholic Church — 

was Gware of the existing evils. Twenty years before 

Wyeliffe oégen his protest exainst the flagrent abuses in 
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the Church, Bishop Fitz Ralph of armagh leid his famous 

indictrent of the four orders before the Pope at Avignon. 

"For commonly if there be any cursed sweurer, extortioner, 

or udulterer, he will.not be shriven at his own curate, but 

go to a flattering friar that will essail him feisely for i 

a little moncy by year.” The rich were forgiven for a window j 

in the cloister, and the poor for a pair of shoes or a dinner.’ 

find Adam of Usk, a prosaic lawyer, went to Rome, and though 

e
e
     

everything was bought and sold so that benefices were given 

not for desert, but to the highest bidder."© Dallmen in his 

book on Wycliffe quotes from liilman's Letin Christianity the   
5. Ibid 595. 
6. Je Tiiiton Smith, The Stars of the Reformation, Dp» 6e 

7. William Dallmenn, John Wyolif, pe 42 
8. Ibide, De 220 
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potition of Londoners to Parliament? which fully substenti- 

ates the above views on the conditions in the Church at 

this time. 

The greatest evil to many was the control of the 

finances and property by the Church. Papal exactions not 

oily crippled the government but also impoverished the nation. ; 

Half the taxes went to the support of a fureign priesthood, 

and the taxes came only from the people, not from the clergy. 

They were exempt from all taxes. The Dominicans end 

Franciscan orders held half the soil of England which was 

exempt from taxes and subject to foreign away ene 4121 

Clerical appointments were made by the pope and «all the 

clergy were under his jurisdiction. And with the clergy 

holding .a prevailing hend over the consclences of men, the 

Pope actually ruled England. 

et
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9. ibide, De 25. idilman, Latin Christianity. "since the 
Church of Eigland, fatally following that of Rome, has becn en- : 
dowed with temporaiities, Faith, Hope, and Charity heve deserted | 
her communion. Their priesthood is no priesthood; men in } 
mortal sin caniot convey the Holy Ghost. The clergy profess | 
celibacy but from their pampered living are unable to practice 
it. The pretended miracle of Transubstantiation leads to idol- 
atry. Exorcism, or benedictions are vain, delusive, and diaqe | 
bolical. The reuim cennot prosper so long as spiritual per- 
sons hold secular offices.. One who unites these two is a 
hermaphrodite. sll chantries of prayer for the de&éd shculd 
be suppressed; one hundred religious houses would be enough 
for the spiritual wants of the realm. Pilgrimages, the worshipe 
ping of the Cross or images, or reliques, is idolatry. duricu- 
der confession, indulgences, are mischievous or & mockeryeee 
eee Convents of females ere defiled by licentiousness and the 
worst crimes." ‘ 

10. Snith, OD. Cite, De 10. 

PRITZLAFFK MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
CONCORDIA SEMINARY. 

ST. LOUIS, MQ  



The political picture at this time shows a strong 

nationel feeling developing against the Papacy. England 

hed just defeated France end Scotland, and now to pay 

&llegiunece to the Pope who was a vassal of the French 

King was definitely out of the question. During the 

reign of Edward iil three inportant laws were pessed. 

lL. The SiATUTE GF eHOVISORS AND BENETICES OF 1550 
which states that in every case in which the Pove 
attempted to confer office the King had the right 
of filling the post. 

2. in 1365 Pariiament pusses the STATUTE CF PRABMUNIRE 
Which pro:.ibited the curryling of matters that ~ 
belonged tc the royel jurisdiction before a for- 
eign tribunal end apseél from the former to the 
latter. 

5. When Pope Urben V demanded the sums that had_ been 
guaranteed to him by King John and hich hud been 
owing for 33 years, Parliament decreed that no king 
could make agreements like that and they would 
not pay it again. 

  
The social conditions in England during the 14th 

century were also in the same turbulent estate us the spiri- 

tual. The most terrible plague which the world ever wite 

nessed durkened the plsins of England and thousands upon 

thousands of lives were lost. This brought on much poverty, 

social unrest, end hatred which finally culminsted in an 

open rebellion -- the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381. Throughout 

the entire nation there wes much killing; mny executions; and 

barbarous and bloody assaults in many sections of the country. 

in the literary fieid we have two important writers ‘ 

during this age, Geoffrey Chaucer (15407-1400) and William 
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Langland (1330-14007). Both these men and their friends 

were representatives of a generation that had begun to look 

at life with open minds. lLengland was a loyalist and an 

orthodox Catholic, whose volce, independent of that of the 

theological \Viyeliffe, was raised with such power in the 

cause of social 6nd ecclosiusticsl reform that next to 

Wycliffe none was greater.’+ Meany think thet in the 

2rologue to the Canterbury Tales Chaucer drew the picture 

of Wycliffe; at any rete, the description fits hin 

perfectly.” in the market places and on the village 

greens, songs and ballads were being sung that show foroes 

were working mightily in the direotion of the ecaclesiastical 

revoiution 2° 

This is the England that faced John Wycliffe when he 

“@ppeured on the horizon. 

  

1l. Beckett, op. ey De 60. 
12. Dallmann, op. citi, De 56. 
13. Beckett 9 Ope cit. 9 De 61. 

eit 
cl 

  
  
 



II. THE HORNING STAR OF THE REFORMATION 

Without a doubt John Wycliffe deserves the title, 

"the Morning Star of the Reformation". He may not heave 

been the "reformer" in the true sense of the word as 

compared with the 16th century reformers, but he did set the 

spark which grew by leaps und bounds into a roaring fire 

at the tine of Martin Luther. As Wimberly states, "He was 

the voice crying in the wilderness! as it were, ‘Prepare 

ye the way of the Lord'. He was the pioneer seeking to mke 

the peths straight; he was the entering wedge of Reformétion; 

he was the cautious scholarly builder of truth. With 

Wyeliffe the Refornution was born; evangelical faith avak- 

ened from the dead ashes of a depraved ecclesiasticisn."= 

John Wycliffe was born about the year 13528 in Yorkshire. 

Because of the reager information coucerning his early 

life doubt has arisen as to the exact date and pluce of his 

birth, sooial standing, and childhood influences. in 13555 

it is reported that his father died and that his son became 

proprietor of the femily manor. This is a significant 

fact because John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, was over lord 

of this territory since 1342 and played an important part in 

Wycliffe's later life.@ 

  

le C. F. Wimberiy Heeoon Lishis ef Eaigh s De 37. 

2, Jemes MoKinnon, The Origin of the ao rmation, De 806   
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At the age of 16 he was sent to Merton College, Oxford, 

where he began to prepare himself for his later labours.as a 

great reformer. Two thirds of his life were spent in preparation 

  

for his tusk before he dealt with questions of public concern. 

He first studied the seven arts composing the trivium and 

quedrivium, namely, gremmar, rhetoric and logic, music, arith- 

metic, geometry, ond astronomy. With this as a background 

Wycliffe took up the study of theology and cénon lawe? His 

college career was such a brilliant one that even an eneny 

like Knighton had to admit that Wyoliffe was the "most eminent 

doctor of theology of those dayse In philosophy he was second 

to none, in scholustic learning incomparable."* 

Wyeliffe's life as a scholar did not stap after his 

graduation. He was elected mster of Balliol in or about 1361, 

but soon resigned his position to become parson at Fyllingham 

in Lincolnshire. During his stay at Fyllinghem it it believed 

that he studied at Oxford and received the degree of Doctor of 

Divinity in 1566(7). in 13565 he was meade head of Canterbury 

Hall, but held this position only until 1367 when he was ousted 

by the new Archbishop Langham. Also about 1565 he was made "ea 

peculiar cleric of the King", likely 4 Royal ohaplein. Through   
this position he gained influence at court, and made a deep 

impression on the nobles and on the citizens.” in 13568 he 

resigned his pastorate    
  

3. Henry C. Sheidon, History of Ge the Christian Church, p. 401. 
as aneyeeye Readings in in English History, ps 267. 
5. » Delimenns -ODe Sikes | PPe sores
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at Fyllinghem end beceme the rector of Ludgershall in 

Buckinghamshire so he could be closer to the University. 

At the university his popularity grew and he spent many 

hours lecturing to the students. In 1374 the crown gave 

him the parish of Lutterworth in Leicestershire which he 

Kept until his deeth. 

Although VWyeiiffe took a very active part as a curator 

of souls, he was ulso seen on the political front. Since 

  

politics in those duys were so closely connected with the 

Church, there was an overlapping of ecclesiastical and 

political problems. This pleyed an important part in 

Wyeliffe's thinking. First of all, as Lechler observes, 

it is Wiyecliffe, the patriot, wrom we have to place before 

tne eye. He represented in his own person that intensifi- 

cution of Inglish national feeling which was conspicuous e 

in the 14th century. At his first appearance he was the 

statesman and the diplometist rather than the theologian; 

although there was always underneath the religious spirit, and   
in the end his whole undivided strength was concentrated upon 

the ecclesiesticul domain.° It was in 1357 thet Urban V 

demended that the Ling psy the feudal tribute which hedn't 

been paid for 35 years. Such & demand came at the wrong 

time for Englend had just won the famous battle of Creoy 

end wes not in the humour to submit.’ The King, Perliament, 

and the people refused payment and the Pope thre«tened 

6. Clark, Ode Gite, De 370 
Te Dallmann, OQDe Cites, De Se   “

3
%



excommunication. i1t was at this time that Wycliffe's fame 

at the University sprezd to the court. In 1365 his advice 

was usked with respect to the tribute demanded by Urban which 

had been unanimously repudiated by the three estates of the 

realm. Wyoliffe wrote a state paper on the subject, and the 

tex was never paid-a¢ain. The anti-papel zeal which he dis-~ 

played greatly added to his popularity et Oxford, where he 

now becume the acknowledged leader.® 

Continuing; his service for the King, Wycliffe was sent 

us one of the royal commissioners.to Bruges in the Nether- 

lands in 1574 to deel with ten papal delegates. Like Luther's © 

famous trip to Rome, it brought Wycliffe into more intinate 

acquainteses with the corruptions of the papacy, and the 

mischief of. monastic inetitatiodae, The conferences were very 

unsuccessful, and Wycliffe returned to England to devote his 

time to the reform which was so desperately needed. His 

theory was to turn to the civil government urging it to re- 

gain the usurped authority of the church «2° 

The political situation at this time was by no means 

favourable to papal domination. Richard il, who came to the 

throne in June 1577, was bitterly hostile to papal exactions 

and referred to Wycliffe the question whether they could 

  

8. 4. He Hore, History of the Church of England, De 188. 

9. Beckett, Ope Git., De 676 
10. Preserved Smith, The Age of the Reformation, De Sb. 
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legitimately put a stop to the flow of the treasure of the 

kingdom to the papal court. wWyoliffe answered in the 

. 6ffirmative, Now tho friars, bishops, and priests took up 

the cause against Wycliffe. He was summoned ‘by ‘Courtenay, 

Bishop of London, to appear before the Convocation assembled 

in St. Paul's on the churge of erroneous teaching. Here was 

where John of Gaunt came to the rescue. quarrel developed 

between John and the Bishop with the result that the court 

broke up in disorder and Wyoliffe went away without saying 

aword. ‘yclirfe's opposition to the Pope mde it necessary 

for him to hive a protector, like John of Gaunt, powerful 

enough to shield h.m from papal vengesnce.t2 (Although 

Wyeliffe needed such protection at this time, many writers 

have condemned his actions. McKinnon in his book, Origin of 

the Reformation, gives a fair account of this relationship.-) 

Because of this failure the bishops now sought help from 

the popee Gregory Xl immediately directed five Bulls against 

Wycliffe. His friends protested against his imprisonment nat 

the commend of the Pope, lest they should seem to give the 

Pope dominion and royul power in Englend".25 any of the 

  

dl. Lord, op. Gite, pe 406. s 
12. McKinnon, op. cit., ps. S81. John of Gaunt'’s action wés 

dictated by pureiy personal and poiitical motives, and the 
@lliance between a reformer of the stamp of Wycliffe and an 
unscrupulous politician of this sort does not look well, though 
it is improbable that the reformer sympathized with the 
politician's selfeseeking spirit and methods. Wycliffe was 
from conviction the antagonist of a wealthy and secularised 
hierarchy and was, moreover, in need of a powerful protector. 
John of Gaunt was, from motives of self interest, also the 
enemy of the hierarchy and was powerful enough to afford 
protection. 

135. Dallmann, op. Git., De See 
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clergy were in sympathy with Wycliffe, and the University hed 

declared his proposition true despite the papal citation. It 

was, not until the following year that Wycliffe was finelly 

‘summone@ to appear before the Convooution at Lembeth Place. 

Again the seculer authorities stepped in -~- this time the 

mother of the young Richurd iI ~-- and Wycliffe escaped perse- 

cution. Hore reports that now the rumour had spread abroad © 

that legates sent by the Pope were sitting in judgment upon 

hin and the nitional spirit of hostility to Papal interference 

was aroused = This undoubtedly helped Wycliffe immensely 

and he continued his preaching against the errors in the church. 

During tils entire deceéde the peasants were becoming 

more and nore dissutisfied which finally led. to the Peasants‘ 

Revolt of 1581. it is true that: the ldeas of Wycliffe had 

been leavening the masses, but whether he was responsible . 

or not, that is another question. His enemies tried to 

place the entire blame upon his work and his teachings. 

"Caution. is necessary," says Beckett, "in associating this 

revolt with the widespread influence of iiycliffe's itinerant 

prescherse Long before the "Poor Priests’ were sent forth, 

the peasuntry were smarting under the sense of their grievances, 

and the: spirit of revolt kindled. Wyoliffe had confined 

himself to ecclesiastical and doctrinal reform; ‘but ‘the 

  

14. Hore, Ope cit., De 190. 
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spiritual and tho social were too closely band to be separated. 

His doatrines led to the recognition of the equal rights of 

mn against the sociel systen of the Middle #ges. This indirect 

connection between the new religious teaching and the revolt 

of an oppressed people wus mede the most of by the Reforner's 

adversuries."25 To have led a movement in favour of social 

revolution would have been to forfeit the suoport of John of 

  

Gaunty and wreck his own efforts for religious reform. All 

in all, when Wyoliffe's writings are examined, it seems that 

he did not advocute such a revolt and that the masses gave 

expression to thom in terms he had nover intended to be used 2°. 

in 13582 further proceedings were taken against Wycliffe. 

fhe bishops became bolder because they knew that wyeliffe had 

lost sone of his support from the higher eclasseys due to the 

Peasents! Revolt: and besides it was at this time that 

Wyeliffe pessed from attacking the corruptions of the Church 

to the attack of the doctrine of Transubstuntiation. By 

this attack he forfeited in large measure the support which 

he had received from the University?’ and also the support 

of John of Gaunt. The archbishop of London now convened a   
15. Beckett, Qpe git., De 71. 

16. McKinnon, op. cit., pe 114. From his “of Servants and 

Lords" he upheld the existing social order snd appesied to the 
teaching of the New Testament against the reform of social 
abuse by revolutionary methods. On the other hand, in the 

same treatise we can see that he showed practical sympathy 

with the working class. us a, ainst the injustice and oppression 

of bed landlords and mesters, both lay end ecclesiastical, 
ané traunchantly rebuked their harsh and selfish treatment 

of: this class. : 
17. Sheldon, ope Gite, DP. 422s.  
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synod of bishops end doctor's and bachelors of divinity 

at the Blackfriars convent in May 1382 -- "earthquake 

synod" == so calied from the fact that a severe earthquake 

occurred during its sittings 2° The Convention sent an 

ultinatum.to Oxford demanding that they banish wycliffe 

and condemn his doctrines. Oxford refused because they 

did not like the idea of being dictated from the outside. 

archbishop Courtenay, however, insisted and through his 

labors the opposition was crushed by the royal injunction 

to banish Wycliffe's abetters from Oxford and purge the 

university of heresy (July 13, 1382).~" Thus vycliffe 

left and Oxford wes derk and dead for a hundred yearse 

Once more, in November 1582, Courtenay summoned 

Wycliffe to epvear before a Convocation at Oxford. 

Of this appearance Suith says, "So forcible wes his 

appeal and so irresistable his logic that the Council, 

as the; listened to his imsassioned eloquence,’ were 

warfed into insignificance, and he passed out from their 

midst unscathed."20 "Nothing," says Green, "marks more 

strongly the grandeur of Yiycliffe'’s position es the last of 

the great schoolmen, than the reluctance of so bold a men 

as Courtenay, even after his triumph over Oxford, to take 

extreme meesures against the head of Lolleray."@1 

  

18. McKinnon, re cit., De 117.6 

19. Lbid., p. 117. 
20. de Me Smith, ope cite, De 15. 
21. Sheldon, Ope Gite, De 405. 
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Wycliffe now returned to his Rectory et Lutterworth 

where he spent the rest of his days in peace and quietness. 

He devoted his time: to revising his version of the Bible, 

sending ait tracts, and preparing men to preach and 

spread the Gospel. On the 29th of December, while conduetine 

service in his church, he was struck with parelysis; on the 

Gist he breathed his last.** It is hard to believe thet 

during his life tine he was not formally condemned and judged 

&s & heretic. "Strange," says the quaint Dr. Fuller, "that 

& here hunted by so many pi-oks of hounds should at last die 

quietly in his nest «at home "2 McKinnon has the probable 

ensyer why Wyoliffe was not persecuted when he says, "The 

demorilisation of Church life and authority consequent on 

the schism, in addition to his comuanding reputation in the 

schools und his continued infiuence among 4 section of the 

upper class us well as among, the people, probubly contributed 

to his personal immunity from prosecution. "=* 

  

22. Beckett, op. cite, Pp. 74s 
23. J. M, Smith, op. Olt.» De 16. 
24. MeKinnon, ope cit., Pp. 125. 
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III. WICLIFFE THE REFORMER 

When Wycliffe first appeared on the horizon as a 

leader of people, his attention was draw to the 

ecclesiastical corruptions in the church. He spoke 

very vehemently against the Papal demands, and through 

his labours Parliament refused to send money to the 

- Roman See. This is where Wycliffe began his public 

career and each year brought new developments which 

added. to or subtracted from his success until he finally 

attacked the chief doctrines of the Church. The approach 

in discussiag \iycliffe's life as a reformer will be con- 

sidered 6s follows: 1. his views on doctrine. 2. his 

practical reforns. 5. the results of his labours. 

1. His views on Doctrine 

During the years of Wyoliffe's public ministry his 

doctrinal position changed gradually and often it was 

due to the temporal conditims in the Church. The wealth 

in the Church, the indifference on the part of the clergy 

concerning the spiritual welfare of the people, and the 

tributes demanded by Rome brought on his theory of 

Dominion «« to God alcne belongs unqualified dominion; 

tenure of property depends upon the state of grace of the 

holder; the denial of the lawfulness of the Church holding 
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any temporal possession at all. as Sheldon states cone 

cerning this theory, "That on Wyoliffe's premises it 

points more largely to an ideal ground of property right 

than to e practical standard of decision among men. 

Nevertheless, he was not satisfied to leave the theory 

without any practical application. He used it to offset the 

notion that goods once given to the Church are held by 

@ strictly inalienable title and drew the inference that 

in cases of notorious misuse of spiritual positions the 

civil authority must take pains to deprive the inounbent."2 

The immorality of the priest made him doubt the efficacy 

of sacraments administered by priests living in mortal sin. 

He endeavored to show the people that they were answerable 

to God for their sinsy not to the pope or the priest; and 

thet to pay their money to begging friars for absolution was 

an éggravation, rather than an expiation of sin.” The power 

of the Bishop at Rome, the existing evils at Rome, and the 

demands of this bishop prompted Yyoliffe to deny the position 

of the Bishop as head of the visible Chureh. For him the 

pope was the anti-Christ .° He rejected the Pope's authority 

saying that there was no need for it; Christ alone was 

necessary ;* there wus no such thing as the primacy of the 

Romen pontirr;® it was not of divine origin but morely the 

  

1. Sheldon, ope Gite, De 408. 

2. J. Me Smith, op. Gite, De Fe 
S. Tractatus de blasphemia 
4e S: Seeotatue de officie rocks  
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results of historical evolution;® traditional authority 

of the Church was nothing.’ With these thoughts in mind” 

Wycliffe placed sole wathority: of the Holy Scriptures 

to decide all matters. 

411 these thoughts in Wycliffe's mind prepared hin 

for his attack on the great Roman doctrine of Transub- 

stantiation. ss Green states, "The time came when he 

brought to bear his strong intellectual powers and 

knowledge of the New Testament in an examination, ex- 

egetical and historical, that resulted in his discrediting 

and finally repudiating the doctrine of Transubsteantiation 

as then: held by the Church. In his denial of the doctrine 

of Transubstentiation Wycliffe in the spring of 13581 began 

that great movement of revolt which ended, more than a 

: century later, in the establishment of religious freedom, 

by severing the mass of the Teutonic peoples from the 

general body of the Catholic Church."8 His view was 

practically and substantially the Lutheran doctrine of 

the Lord's Supper. Lechler says he was neurer to Luther 

than to Zwingli and Calvin. His doctrine is an echo of 

the Apostles and a prelude to the Reformation .? 

To fully understand Wyoliffe'’s doctrinal position, 

it may be best to sumiarize briefly his views as follows: 

  

6. De veritate sagrae Soripturae 
6 

8. Sanford, ODe Gites De Bde 
9. Dallmann, op. oite, De 446  
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He swept away one by one almost all the peculiar tenets 

\ 

of medieval Latin Christianity «= pardons, indulgences, 

ul 

excomaunications, absolutions, pilgrimages; he. rejected 

transubstantiation;, he condemned images, at least, of 

the Persons of the Trinity.10 whether he held the doctrine 

of justification by faith alone is debatable. In any 

case it had not in Wyoliffe's works the central place 

which it had in those of Luther.+_ Turning to ‘ycliffe'’s 

sermons these statements are worth noting: 

The holy eucherist after the consecration is not 
the very body of Christ. 
The Ohurch of Home is not the head of all churches’. 
more than any other church is; not that Peter had 
any more power given of Christ than any other 
apostle had. 
The Pope at Rome hath no more in the keys of the 
Church than hath any other within the order of ~ 
the priesthood. i 
The Gospel is a rule sufficient of itself to rule 
pps life of every Christian man here without any 
rule. 
All other rules, under whose observances divers 
religious persons be governed, do add no more pere 
feotion to the Gospel than doth the. white color 
to the wall. 
Neither the Pope nor any other prelate of the 
Church ought to have prisons ene res to punish 
transgressors. 

&. His Practical HKeforms 

Now Wyoliffe, as noted above, took a very definite 

stand against the @rrors in the Roman Church. But, happy 

a
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e
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to say, he did not merely. point, out the errors, but went 
e 

ahead and saw to it that his views were spread throughout 

  

' .10— Milman, Latin Christianity, viii. pe 205, quoted in 
Beckett, ope Gite, Pe We - 

ile vinnon, ODe Gite, De 125. 
12. Foxe, Book of Martyrs, pe 57.  
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So Wycliffe with entaiing indnetry issued tract aftor 

tract’in the Language of the people. He aid away. with the 

Church Latin and spoke in the language of ‘the’ people so 

that they could understand the truth about God's Word. 

with theso trzots he produced influence on the style of 

the English language. As the historian Green writes, 

"If Chaucer was the father of our later English poetry, 

Wycliffe is the father of our later English prose. The 

rough, clear homely English of his tracts, the specoh 

of the ploughman and trader of the dsy though coloured 

with the picturesque phraeseology of the Bible, is in 

its literary ee as distinotly a creation of his own 4s 

the style in which he embodied it eres the terse, vehement 

sentences, the stinging sercasms, the hard antitheses which 

roused the dullest mind like a whip "29 

Wyoliffe's next step was to -trenslate the Bible’ into 

the language of the people. He firmly believed that if the 

people are to know the will of their God, they my learn it 

best by reading it from the Bible which contained God's 

Holy Will. To be ignorent of the Bible is to be ignorant 

of Christ.2* sea to say the details pertaining to the 

execution of this great enterprise are lost. It is 

commonly believed, however, that Wyoliffe translated the“ 

New Testament and part of the Old Testament; that Nicholes 

  

13. Sanford, op. Gite, Pe Me 

14. Dallmann, op. Oite, Ds» 565 
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Hereford translated the largest part-of the Old Testament; 

thet John Pervey in 1588 revised the edition of Wycliffe- 

Hereford. The effect that tke Bible had on the people was 

tromendous. The Bible gave shape und churacter to our 

English language, and above ali, it lit a light of Scriptural 

teaching that can never be extinguished.” To show the 

interest of the people, history reparts that those unable 

to reud dubbed together to pay someone to read for then, 

  

that a load of hey was given for permission to read the 

Bible one hour a day for certain periodser. The Bible was 

opened to the people; the church could no Tonger mislead 

and terrorize the laymen. The Bible q.itted the learned 

schools, the dead lenguages, the dusty: shelves on which the 

clergy suffered it to sleep, covered with a confusion of 

comuentators and Fathers.’ 

With the Bible or parts of it, and wth the many 

tracts that he hed written,- Wycliffe then prepared men to 

go out to presch the Gospel thraighout ths Country. These 

men were called “Poor priests"? because they were vowed 

to poverty, vowed to accept no benefice. They tried to 

follow the example of Christ -- sending out of the disciples. 

  

  
15. Beckett, Ope Gcit., De 736 

16. Dallmann, OD» Gite, De SY. 
17. Sanford, OD. Cite, Pe Bde 

18. At tho time of Wycliffe there was a great Jack of 
priests because so many had died due to the Black Death. the 

scercity of priests caused many men to enter the clerical 

profession -- their reason.was not to care for men’s souls, but 

increase their own wealth by making demands on the people. / 

This caused \iycliffe to send o.t men who refused any money, and 

this gained for them the favor of the people -~ thus the neme 

"Poor Priests". No doubt this was one of the reasons for 

Lollard popularity after death of \yeliffe.  
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They took with them copies of the Bible and tracts, denied 

the authority of the bishops and priests, ond spoke strongly 

against the teachings of Rome. at first these preachers 

were men of culture end learning chosen ron enongst Oxford 

students, and those ready to enlist themselves as Wyoliffe's 

disciples. However, after 1582 Wycliffe was beginning to think 

more about the powers of his disciples as missionaries, und 

less about their scholarship.1® These men were constantly 

moving from place to place, teaching the principles of 

Wycliffe, and direoting the people to Christ, and not to 

the Pope. This way of disseminating the views of the 

Gospel helped to prevere England for the Gospel in the 

16th Century. Referring to this method of evangelisn, 

Cannon Pen:iiington remarks, "Wycliffe was unquestionably 

the Wesley of his day, "70 

S. The Results of his Labours 

The question now arises, How does the work of John 

Viyeliffe influence and lav the groundwork for the Reforma- 

tion of the 16th Century. In the first place there is no 

question beyond a doubt that he influenced the leaders 

of the Bohemian reformation a century Later. His 

  

19. Trevlyan, Engla mi an i oe ane of Wycliffe, De 306. 
20. Sheldon, op. ci 
21. Loide, De aTDee eee eron. n oF neath states, "Recent 

research has made it entirely certain that Huss drew largely 
from the writings of the English reformer." 

Dallmann, op. Gites De S4. VWycliffe's Summa in 

Theologia contains a part De Ecolesia end Hus’ De Ecolesia 
is but a meager abridgment of Wycliffe's work. Buddensicg 
says that the ideas of Wycliffe and Huss can be traced 
through long portions of Luther’s Papsttum zu Rom. 
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writings were carefully copied and circulated in ell the 

universities of Europe and in their most important and 

essential doctrine reproduced by Huss end Jerome of Prague, 

the renowed leaders of the Bohemian Reformation, to whom 

Lather himself was a. debtors” John Milton's words from 

his Areopagtica are wrth quoting, "Had it not been for 

the obstinate perverseness of our preletes against the 

divine and admirable. Wyeliffe, to suppress him as a 

schismetic and innovator, perhaps neither the, Bohemian 

Huss and Jerome, no, nor the neme of Luther or Calvin, 

had been ever known. The glory of reforming all our 

neighbours hed been completely ours.” These words 

may be & little strong, but they show clearly how 

Wycliffe influenced the 16th century reformers. 

In the second place, Wycliffe influenced the leaders 

in his own country. nese leaders in the 16th century 

like tiyoliffe denounced the Papal Supremacy on the ground 

of politicul injury it did to the English people; declaimed 

against the sloth of immorality and wealth of the English 

ecclesiastics; advocated a preaching ministry; and looked 

to the seoular power to restrain the vices and reform the 

manners of the clergy and to govern the Church. Mr 

Pollard in Thowes Cranmer and the Enelish Reformation 
writes, "most of the English Reformers were acquainted with 

  

2284 Beckett, Ope cite, pe 62.6 
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Wyoliffe's works; Cranmer declares that he set forth the 

truth of the Gospel; Hooper recalls how he resisted ‘the 

popish doctrine of the Mass’; Ridley, how he denied 

transubstantiation; and Bale records with triumph that, 

in spite of the efforts to suppress (the writings of 

Wycliffe), not one had utterly perished."2° And Dr. 

Rashdall goes the length of saying it is certain that 

the Reformation had virtually broke out in the secret- 

Bible~-reedings of the Cambriage Reformers before either 

the trumpet-call of Luther or the exigencies of Henry's 

personal and political position set men free once more 

to talk openly against the Pope and the monks, and to 

tecch a simpler and more spiritual gospel than the system 

against which Wycliffe hed striven.** No doubt the 

above statements are somewhst strong, but they do show 

the evidence that vyoliffe's tecohings were spread 

throughout the country. The next chapters in this 

thesis will show how Wycliffe's teachings ure fostered 

by the Lollards, How Bible study groups continue thru 

the 15th century and seem to amalgamate with the influences 

which come from the continent in. the 16th century. 

Finally, but not the least important, Wyoliffe like 

Iuther helped mould the English Language throden the - 

  

23. Pollard, Thomes Granner and the English Reformation, 
Pe 91, quoted in Lindsay, op. gite., p. ys S1Ge 

R40 ary of National Biography, article, "Wyoliffe", 
ixiii 216, quoted in Lindsay,’ Ope Cite, Pe 318.  



  

trenslation of the Bible and the sending out of his 

numcrous “tracts. An Oxford professor desoribes Wycliffe 

as "not only the greatest figure in Oxford history, 

but along with Chaucer, Shakespeare, and iilton ‘as one 

of the four men who have produced the greatest effect on 

the English language and literature, end still further 

as wholly unapproached in the ew tire history of ingland 

for his effect on our English theology and religious 

iLife 25 The Bible alone opened the eyes of the people 

and kept alive the spark which Wycliffe had 1it in the 

14th century; the Lollards kept this spark smouldering 

in the 15th century; and all this helped to produce 

the fire and action of the 16th century. 

in 1415 the Council of Constance condemned his works 

and ordered his bones to be removed from the ground 

and burned. His ashes were strewn on the waters; the 

words of Wordsworth's sonnet on it should not be forgotten. 

As thou these ashes, little Brook wilt boar 
Into the Avon, Avon to the tide of Sever, 

IEEL ain ooen thee is deed accurst 
4n emblem yields to friends and enemies 
How the bold teacher's doctrine sanctified 
By truth shall spread, throughout the world dispersed. 

  

25. Montagu Burrows, Yiycliffe’s Place in Histor spe 4s 
quoted in Beckett, ope Gites De S25 
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IV. THE LOLLARD MOVEMINT FROM THE TIME OF WYCLIFFE TO 1520 ne
 

in the study of the causes, effects, and influences 

of any great event in the annal of history, there is 

usually one outstanding feature that governs the actual 

outcome and helps prepare conditions for new changes. E 

The Lollard movement in England was one of these features, 

but this movement seemed to take on dual responsibility. : 

Not only did it spread the teachings of Wycliffe, but 

it was the link, the stepping stone between the 14th 

and 16th century reform in England. If it had not been 

for the Lollards, the labours of Wycliffe wuld probably 

have proven @ failure, his influence on the English 

reformation: would not have exerted itself, and most 

likely he would be denied the title "the Morning Star 

of the Reformation". The majority of the people at 

Wycliffe's time -were not ready for a change; it took 

an entire century to make the people ripe for reform; : 4 

and even in the 16th century many were not ready 

Wyoliffe laid the egg; the Lollards kept it warm; and 

the 16th century reformrs hatched: it. 

The Lollards,+e neme given to the followers of   
Le Sheldon, Ope eo, De 424. “The name seems to have 

been imported from the Netherlands. ‘Some have supposed 
that it was derived from the Latin Jolium, meaning darhél 
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Wyoliffe, were already active before the death of 

Wycliffe and their work continued in one form or 

another until around 1520. They were men comprised 

of the lower orders of society although it extended 

&lso in some measure to the higher classes and even 

to the Court itself. The party was unfortunately 

divided as far as certain doctrines and practices were 

concerned, but they did seem to agree on the suthority 

of Scripture us the only rule of faith and the need 

of a reform of somekind. They instilled into the 

people a contempt for tradition and established authority. 

in tracing the development of this movement it is 

very difficult to obtain the exect picture because the 

Lollards did not have a particular leader, no prominent 

writers, very few writings. All the informtion must 

be tabulated from the official documents of the Church, 

the writings of the Bishops, and the deerees of the 

government. However, enough information has been handed 

down to seo how these Lollards carried on the work 

of their leader. 

Following Wycliffe's death the party grew by leaps 

and bounds until they became so powerful that they were 

able to petition Parliemmt in 1395 to-reform the Church 

  

or tares; others connect it with the old German Joljen, to 
hum or whine. On either supposition, the satirical intent 

’ with which the term was applied is sufficiently manifest ." 
Thisnlast statement seems too positive. One explanation 
is that the "Poor Pricsts" memorized the Psalms as they 
wandered through the land "lulling" them. 
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in accordance with their teachings. The petition has 

been called the Lollard Gonelusions.* About a fourth of 

nation were probably in sympathy with the views at the 

close of the 14th century. At any rate there scemed to 

have been a general feeling that reforn in some way or 

another was 4 necessity. According to the Leicester 

monk, every second man in those parts was a Lollard.® 

Their tremendous growth was probably due to the political 

support. The King in 1592 wanted to arrest all Lollards 9. 

but the House of Commons felt otherwise. And besides, 

they were favoured by the knights and the shires whe 

were chiefly desirous of securing the laynan’s liberty 

from clerical interference. Many of the nobles had 

chaplains who were Lollards. All this gave the Lollards 

a free hand to operate and their views spread rapidly .* 

Up: to 1400 the Lollards seemed to be very prominent 

  

2e Clinton Locke, Age of Great West Schism, in 
Epochs of Church mister Ve vit, Pe 222, This petition 
stated that all temporal possessions run the church, that 
the priesthood of Kome was not the priesthood of Christ, 
that kings should possess episcopal rights, that all war 
was against the principles of the Gospel, that such trades 
as goldsmith and armorer ought to be put down by law, that 
the principal duty of a priest was to preach and not to 
give sacraments, and that the worship of images is sinful. 
These same views can be found in tiyeliffe's writings. 

5. Trevelyan, ope Gite., pe 5320. This expression mst 
not be treated as a statistical fact, but only as a strong 
expression, Half the population had perhaps been impressed 
more or less favourably by some of Wycliffe's doctrines. 

4. ibid., pe 518. Trevelyan gives a clear picture how 
these Loilurds were received, especially the preachers. 
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‘ in three sections of the country -- the neighbourhood of 

Leiscester, the west of England, and the Cupitel. 

The situation rapidly changed at the turn of the 

century. After the revolution of 1599 when Richard I1 

was deposed and Henry IV ascended the throne, the opposition 

to the Lollards became violent. In 1401 Parliement passed 

a law which was & disgrace to the nation and the cause 

of many stains on England's name, viz the "De Heretico 

Comburendo”". With this cet pessed, the Lollards were 

persecuted throughout the entire century end many lost 

their lives. it is from these accounts of persecution 

that present dey historians can evaluate the influences 

of the Lollurd movement « These persecutions may be best 

divided into periods of years to show the strengthened 

foree of Lollardisn. 

1401-1417 

4lthough the Act to burn cll heretics was pessed in 

1401, the assault sgainst the Lollard party did not become 

vigorous until 1414. During this early period a certain 

number of prosecutions for heresy took place; but most all 

  

He explains that at the close of the 14th century the 
unauthoriged preacher walked from village to village; his 
russet gown «et once betrayed his errand, end if both the 
lendlord and person were against him, his chance of getting 
a hearing was very small, But on friendly ground his 
reception was entirely different. And this spirit of 
friendliness was most common. The protection and assistance 
afforded by so many lendlords was enogh to instil into the 
minds of the preachers the distinction that Wycliffe had 
meade between clerical and lay property. 
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those of which we have record resulted in recentation,®? 

Two prominent men lost their lives because of their views, 

Willian Sawtrey in 1401 and John Badby in 1410. «after 

1410 a great thinning of the ranks of the Lollards took 

place due to the work of Archbishop srundel, but it seems 

that Henry IV was not cager to lend a helping hand. With 

his deuth in 1413 the situation changed. Henry V fostered 

arundel's cause; Lollardism wes crushed at the University ;° 

Lord Cobhan, a member of Commons end a personal friend of 

Henry iV,,was condemned and with his death the Lollsrds 

no longer had « great lecder to look to;7 “rundel died in 

1414 but Henry Chichely was apvointed cohbiahop of 

Cantorbury and he venewod irundel'’s oneleughe on 

Lollurdism with fresh zeule® 

Yet in this period it is reported that in 1405 the 

Lollards were a strong minority in Parliament ;° that in 

1410 the Lollerds influenced Perliament in demanding the 

  

Se ibid., Dp. Code 

6. Jd. O- Carrick, Wyeliffe and the Lollards, pe 214. 
7. Beckett, op. cit., p. &4. He was convicted to die 

but escaped from prison. The leaders feared a revolt of 
the oppressed Lollerds. The strength of Lollardy in England 

is shown by the rumor that 20,000 Lollards were about to 
march on London and that within the city 50,000 were pre- 
pared to assist them. No evideice exists that such 4 

revolution was ever planned, but the scare of such a rising 

spread, and under its influence whether believing it or 
not, a sudden raid, was made upon an esssubly of Lollards 

found in St. Giles' Fields, then literally a village in the 

fields. Four years later Cobham is captured and dies a 

martyr's deena ae re 
&. Carrick, Ope os De e 

9, Meynura mith, PreeReformation England, p. 282.   

  

 



abolition of all monastic property claiming that alone 

it would suffice for the up-keep of more earls, knights, 

squires, and house of alms than the @tire kingdom 

possessed ._? 

at the close of this period these conclusions my 

be drawn -- the Lollards were active throughout southern 

Englend; they evidently had considerable power because 

the act of 1401 was not always carried out; their efforts 

seemed to decline atter the death of Cobham, mainly 

through stern measures to repress them; and they lost many 

adhereiits from the upper classes, but were still very ; 

strong amongst the lower classes and the tradesmen of the 

towns.1l some historians try to show that this tendency 

to cater to the lower classes of peoole had a connection 

wlth socialism or even with social revolt. Trevelyan 

secms to grasp the situation when he says, "We possess 

reports of the proceedings against scores of Lollards, 

the items of indictments mount up Coume ny hundreds, yet 

I have been able to find, between the years 1382 and 

1520 only one case of a Lollerd accused of holding 

communistic theories, end not a sihgle case of a Lollard 

charged with stirring up the peasantry to right their social 

  

10. G. Constant, Th Reformation ] o De 143. 

11, McKinnon, op. cites Pe 132. fe eee st ost ite 
hold on the country gentlemen; it ceased to attract scholars 

. of the type of Hereford and Purvey, and its poor priests were 
exclusively men of limited education who had no influence 
with the educated class. 
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wrongs. "12 4nd even the Catholic writer Constant declares, 

"to look upon Lollardy as merely a political end social 

movement is to forget its origins end doctrines."~" 

1416-1440 

From 1416 to 1428 records show that there wasn't too 

much activity against the Lollerds. Certain men here and 

there are burned; certain sections of the country received 

greater attention than others.“* Henry V died in 1482 

and the infant Henry V1 succeeded his father. The 

Regents showed little desire to persecute the Lollards. 

But as usual this lull in persecution did not last. 

Following the commands of Pope Martin V in 1428 Bishop 

Fleming saw to it that the decree of the Council of 

Constance of 1415 to burn Wycliffe's bones was carried 

out. He then proceeded to stir up agitation against the 

Lollards and meny received the death penalty. As late 

as 1431 severe measures were tuken to repress another 

Lollara uprising.-” What happened to the Lollards 

during the remaining pert of this period cannot be 

definitely stated. Probably the strength of the group 

was decreasing and in meny places the people took to 

the underground. 

  

12. Trevelyan, op. cit., Dp. 540. 
13. Constant, op. cite, pe 12. 
14. Carrick, op. oit., De 220. In the diocese of 

Norwich the measures taken against the Lollards at this 

time were especially severe, and altogether a 120 names 
are recorded of those who in this district were burned 
or punished in some way between 1424 and 14351. 

15. Sanford, on. Gite, De. 55.  
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1440 < 1465 

These are the years of the tar of the Roses which 

gave historians something more interesting to write about 

than the persecution of the Lollards. The only evidence 

of activity is the book written against them about the 

year 1450 by Bishop Pecock, Zhe Repressor of Overmuch 

‘Blaming of the Clergy, which in itself shows the presence 

and power of Lollardy in the lund. Maynard Smith reports 

that the Lollards were chiefly concentrated in London and 

the eastern counties, but they appeared sporadically 

16 
elsewhere. 4nd in 1466 "an heretic was brende (burnt) 

at the Tower Hi1i",27 

1485 ~- 1509 (Reign of Henry VII) 

The great Tudor period in English history begen 

with the ascension of Henry VII to the throne. The war 

_Wes over and the energy of the crown was turned once 

more to the persecution of the heretics. Many of the 

Lollurds experienced persecution and some oven lost their 

lives. This period records the first female martyr ever 

to be put to death by burning in England --an aged women 

of over 80 years, named Joan Boughton, mother of Lady 

Young, suffered for her Lollardism.?® Fox, Strype, 

Faller, and other chroniolers of this period tell their 

’ story consistently and clearly of the cruel torturing 

of' many of the viotins.-® 411 these persecutions 

  

16. M. Smith, op. Gite, De 288. 
17. Trevelyan, OD. Gite, P. 547. 
18. Carrick, Ope Gite, De 255e 

19. Ibid., De 224.  
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prove that there was 4 great revival of Wycliffism in England 

before the creat Reformation in Germany influenced the English 

people. 

1509 = 1521(first part of the reign 
of Henry VIII before the 
Spirit of the Reformation 
on the continent reeched 
England e ) ° 

During the early part of Henry VIil's reign there 

were many acts of persecution against the Lollards «°° 

ilany historians try to say that Lollardy was no longer 

in existence at this time; but the many recorded 

persecutions surely prove that they are in error. 

  

20. Constant, op. cite, p. 1S. i Synod was held in 
London against the Lollards in 1511. 

Lindsay, Ope Gites pe 517. Early in 1812 the aroh- 
bishop of Canterbury summoned a meeting of convocation for 
the express purpose of arresting the spread of heresy. 

Beckett, op. cit., pe 95. In the year 1519 seven 
persons, including one woman, were burned on.the same day 
at Coventry for teaching their ohildren the Lord's Prayer 
and the Tne Commandments in English. 

Trevelyan, Op. cit., p. 348. The strength of 
revived Lollerdy is displayed in the Registers of the 
persecuting Bishops which afford us evidence of various 
Lollard congregations between 1490 and 1521. 

Carrick, op. cite, pope 209-258. From the registry 
of archbishop Warham Carrick in his book lists many deeds 
which happened between 1510 and 1516 <= all were persecue 
tions of some kind or other. 

Henry Jacobs, The Lutheran Movement in England, pe 5. 
4s late as 1521 the bishop of Lincoin arrested nearly 500 
Lollerds. who probably ‘had no connection with the movement 
then beginning in Germany. 

Beckett, on. cit., pe 95. For within 25 years six 
persons suffered death in Kent, five, the eastern counties, 
two in Wiltshire. With these later Lollards, 4s with those 
of the l4th century the points of accusation were the same. 

Lindsay, op. cit., p. 516. Foxe'’s Acts and 
show that there was a fairly active repression of heresy 
in England before Luther's days, and his accounts are 
confirmed by the State Papers of the period. 
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Foxe reports that these Lollard heretics were organized 

in societies in London and the eastern counties, that 

they held their own religious meetings and their zeal 

was fostered by wandering preachers."+ Even the King 

Was engaged as early as 1518 in composing a book 

against heresy end vindicating the claims of the Roman 

See, which in its first inception could scircely be 

directed against Luther, and probably dealt with the 

22 
-vlews of ‘the heretics. 

after 1521 the Lollards more or less disappeared from 

the p&ges of history. Iutheran influence reached E:gland 

and Lutheran books were translated and read by the com- 

mon people. It is most srobable that, as Cuthbert 

Tunstall, bishop of London, wrote in 15235, the Lollards, 

as they were called, were the first to welcome Lutheranism 

in Britain.“ Here ended the history of Lollardy proper, 

not because it w:s extinguished, but because it was merged 

into another group. 

Thus the records of these years show that the 

Lollards, even though they were persecuted and often were 

very small in number, prepared the way in thousands of 

homes for the great religious reforms of the léth century. 

  

21. MoKinnon, ope Git-, pe 152. 
22. Lindsay, op. cite, Pp. .517. 

24. P. Smith, op. cite, pe 38. The Bishops statement 

&s the effect of Lutheranism in England, "It is no question 

of some pernicious novelty; it is only that new arms are 

being added to the great band of Wycliffite heretics." 
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The ordinary layman began to see that there were two sides 

to the religious question. The ideas of Luther did not 

come to the Englishman in all shooking violence of novelty, 

since the doctrines of Lolliardy had been common talk ever 

since 1se0.°* Two interesting items -- the northern part of 

England had not been covered by the Lollards as thoroughly 

as the south; and when Henry VIII proposed reforms in the 

church, the north violently protested in the Pilgrimage of 

Grace, but the south followed the King. They hud been 

conditioned by the Lollards. Ana undeniably it was in the 

eastern counties and other counties where the Lollards most 

abounded that the principles of the Reformation were most 

welcomed and in the durk days of Queen Mary most heroicelly 

held.” 
in the next decade. In 1531 divinity students were required 

Xet one step further -= their influence was felt 

to take an outh to renounce the doctrines of ‘iycliffe, Huss, 

and Luther; end in 1535, liore, writing to Erasmus, calls 

Tyndale and his sympathisers Wyoliffites.”° Jacobs 

exaggerates a little when he shows that the llth statement 

of the 67 Points drawn up in 1536 by the Convocation of 

Canterbury seems at first sight to be an Anabaptistic or 

Lollard extravagences.” 

  

24. Trevelyan, op. cit., pe S52. 
25. Beckett, QDe Gite; pe 96. 

26. Lindsay, 09. Cites De 517. He obtained his information: 
from Letters and Papers, V. p. 140 and p. 144. 

27. Jacobs, op. Gite, De 84. 
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The age of Wycliffe finally found an answer in the 

léth century. Care should be taken not to forget that 

the characteristic thoughts end habits of these Lollerds 

of the léth century were the same as those expressed by 

the first followers of Wycliffe at the time of his dezth. 

Lollardy was simply the English form of that pussive 

protest against the medieval church which under various 

names had maintained itself in France, Germany, and 

Bohemia for centuries in spite of persecution.*° ¥uller™ 

is right when he says of Wycliffe's followers, "These 

men were sentinels against an army of enemies till God 

sent Luther to relieve then".”* 

  

-28. Lindsay, Qpe cit., De Sloe 
29, Dallmnn, op. cit., p> 79. 
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V. CONDITIONS IN ENCLAND AT THE EVE OF THE REFORMATION 

Before stowing how the Lutheran influence exerted 

itself in Ingland, there should be a clear picture in 

the mind of the reader of tho conditions prevailing in 

England at the eve of the Reformation, especially of what 

was going on in the Church. The reader must bevaware 

of the fact that there existed a olose relation between 

Church and State. This close connection rakes the 

Reformation itself and the ovents ‘leading up to it all 

the more complicated and envolved. The true picture 

cannot always be determined. Under such a seteup, if 

there is to be a reformation; both realms must be reformed; 

and that is exectly what happened in England. 

It was at the timo of the War of the Roses(1455-1485) 

that the Popes took the opportunity to further their power 

in England. This was done by denationalizing the Church 

of England end meking all the bishops tools of the Horan 

Bishop. The nation and Parliament were busy with the wer 

and had litile time to devote to the interests of the 

Church. Thus from the time of the War of the Roses until 

the Reformation, the Church of England was subject to 

Rome, The historian Green reports how it affected the 

individual, "As the citizen of a temporal state his life 

was bounded by English shores and his loyalty due 
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exclusively to his English King. But as citizen of the 

_8piritual state he belonged not to Englend, but to 

Christendom. The law which governed hin was not a 

national law, but a lew that embraced every European 

nation",+ This was whore a difficulty arose. National 

life and national pride was becoming very strong in 

England and this produced many embarassments. All 

Englishmen sevuzed to be agreed on one point and that 

was to abolish the medievel usurpation of Rome end 

to re-establish the old constitutional supremacy of 

the King of England.” 

Now this desire on the part of England to separute 

itself from the power at Rome was caused by several 

reasons. All these reasons seemed to work together to 

bring about the final break with Rome. in the first 

place, 4s mentioned above, there was the rise of 4 

national spirit. England was gradually becoming the 

leuding nation in the world and the people did not 

want to subject themselves to a foreign power like 

the Pope at Rome. The chief officers of the States 

were bishops, and from this it might be concluded 

that the Church was politioally powerful, but that 

was the reason why the Churoh was politically weake 

The king mde his principal servants bishops and too 

  

1. John Richard Green, History of the English .People, 
Vol. II 160 

Be Ay He Hore , History of the Church of England, 
De 254. 
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often they remained his servants, enjoying the revenues 

of a Churoh they did not serve. In consequence the 

_Chureh was deprived of her natural leaders and was led 

by men with a bias in favor of royal autooracy.® Thus 

the spirit of nationalism was engendered into the Church. 

in the second place there was the New Learning(Re- 

vival of Learning -- the Renaissance). Through the 

discovery of the printing press and the influence of 

scholars vho had gone to italy end then returned, not 

only the clergy but also the laity began to know more 

and understand the true meaning of their Bible; they 

hed become better acquainted with the history end rights 

and the independence of the national church in England. 

The Papacy which had recently been held by such Popes 

@s Alexander VI and Julius II was rotten fron head to 

foot." There was a general feeling of intellectual 

impatience and a desire to learn more about God's Word. 

In the third place, the conditions in the church 

itself prompted the immediute change. All the bishops 

might have been orthodox in belief, but the study of 

theology was at a discount, while the skill in civil 

law was at a premium, and ensured rapid promtiones 

The bishops were by no meuns fathers of their flocks. 

  

3. H. Maynard Smith, Pre-Reformation England, pe 24. 
4a Hore, Ope Cite, De 2276 

5S. H. Me. Smith, op. Gite, De 506 
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Their knowledge of Sofipture and of the teachings of the 

Church was in a pathetic state. The reports found in 

records on this natter are hard to believes” Then, too, 

the worldliness of the clergy was very evident. (Care, 

however, must be tuken not to place too much emphasis on 

this evils’) Also the clergy in many places were une 

popular beceuse of their demands on the people, and the 

system of indulgences end the many ceremonies caused 

  

6. Lindsay, op. oit., p. 354. The report deserves 
study as 2 description of the condition of the clergy of the 
Church of England before the Reformation. The clergymen 
of the diocese of Gloucester were asked nine questions -- 
three under three separate heads, - 
1. How many Commendments are there? Where are they to be 

found? lepest then. 
2. What are the articles of the Christian Faith(the apostles’ 

Creed)? Kepeet them. Prove them from Scriptures. 
S. Repeat the Lord's Prayer. How do you know that it is 

- the Lord's? ‘here is it to be found? 
Only fifty out of the three hundred and eleven answered 
all these simple questions, and of the fifty, nineteen 
arc noted as having answered mediocriter. Light clergymen 
could not answer any single one of the questions; and 
While one knew that the number of the Commandments was ten, 
he knew nothing else; and one said that he could not tell 
what was the Scripture authority for the Creed unless it 
was the first chapter of Genesis, not that it did not mtter, 
Since the King had guaranteed it to be correct. There is 
no reason to believe that the clergy of this diocese were 
worse than those in other parts of Englande 

7. H. lie Smith, Qpe cites Dpe 45-51. "Iiuch has been 
written about the sexual immorality of the Pre-Reformation 
clergy; but the evidence is far from conclusive. we con- 

‘ elude that the bad examples of many of the clergy account 
for the low standards of more rectitude which is evident 
at the beginning of the 16th century; and also that the 
devotion and good examples of muy priests may be assumed 
to account for the personal piety and parochial enthusiasm 
which was also so much in evidence,"
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the people to have doubts and nisgivings.© 4nother of the 

grievances of the people was the "Benefit of Clergy", that 

is, their exemption from trial by the ordinary civil courts.” 

Thomas More, who wrote his book before he heard of Luther, 

paints a beuutiful picture of theconditions in the church 

at that time. "He taxes the preschers of that age for 

corrupting the Christian doctrine and practising upon it; 

  

8. Carrick, ope Citi, pe 204. The system of the 
Indulgences becsme very popular. To build St. Peter's 
the system was so boldly practised that at last the 
Reformation in Germeny broke out.. It spread to England 
and the arohbishop of Canterbury received power from the 
Pope to dispense them. About the middle of Henry Vii's - 
reign the bridge of Rochester wes out of repair, and there 
were difficulties in the way of getting anyone to under- 
take the responsibility of putting it right, and the ; 
Bishop of Rochester was thus inconvenienced in his journeys 
from Canterbury to London. According an Indulgence was 
issued, granting release from purgatory for forty days 
to every one who wuld render assistance, and so the 
bridge was speedily completed. The mechanicalism and 
ceremonialism of the Chureh of the 16th century stiffened 
more and more. Not indulgences only, but the withdrawal 
of the cup from the laity, the introduction of new fest- 
ivals, pilgrimages, confessional, images, and the like, 
became pronounced features of the mechanical age. The 
Archbishop of York enumerated 37 sins which only a bim op 
or @ pope could pardon, and the greatest of these was 
eresy. . 

Qe bide, pps 259-241. A more practical question 
however arose regarding the immunity of ecclesiastical 
persons from punishment when convicted of crime. In 1512 
en Act of Parliament was passed which exempted some Bishops 
end priests from the civil courts, but:subjected inferiar 
clergy to the civil laws. The story of the merchant in 

London, Richard Hume, and the results of his death helped 
cause the friction between clergy and laity.
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for they, observing that tho world did not suit their 

lives to the rules that Ohrist has given, have fitted 

his doctrine as if it had been a leading rule to their 

lives, that some way or other they might agree with one 

another."10 4nd the late Dr. Dillinger, probably the 

most learned Roman Catholic of his time, in answer to the 

question, "Was a Reformation of the Church of England 

necessary under the circumstances of the times?" states, 

"The condition of things. had. become intolerable, and a 

great purification in the 16th century had become a 

pressing need. "11 

Finally the attitude which developed among the 

Somon people during this period helped the. cause of 

the Reformers. The people cs a whole were devout and 

zealous in the performance of their religious duties. 

Their religion interpenetrated every department of life 

until what was spiritual end what was material became 

80 confused that there developed a multitude of super- 

stitions. These superstitions were a contributary cuuse 

of the. Reformation for. they provided the Reformers with 

their most effective texts. The church at this time was 

ceasing to be the center of social life and the home was 

becoming more importante Foemily life was being exalted 

instead of celibacy, and, the ideal for a good man was not 

  

10. Gilbert Burnet e History of the Heformation 

¢ ; Ra eme saan Church England e e 96. 

sf te rape a Gites De 227.
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one who practised ascetism, but one who mde life nore 

comfortable for himself und others. Such being the 

tendency of the age, it was not surprising that the 

Reformers who denounced celibacy and sneered at the 

ascetic met with cs hearty responses 

However, in the last analysis, when all the above 

reasons have been considered, one thought should be added. 

The great mass of the people had no desire for a change. 

'Tis true that "mny had various opinions concerning 

religion" ,2° still the m jority of the common people 

loved their church. It was the close relation between 

Church and State that mde a-difference in the minner 

of reform. in reality, the Reformation at its beginning 

in imgland was merely the discarding of "unlawful" 

authority. It was not until later that the matter of 

doctrine becume an impelling foroe. 

  

12. H. li. Smith, ope Sites pe S17. 
15. Gasquet, The Eve of ‘the Re tion, De 185.
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VI. THE LUTHEHAN ELEMEST IN TEE UNLVEXSITIES 

The Lutheran movement in England had its beginning 

at the two great universities, Cambridge and Oxford. 

Unfortunately the pages of history do not reveal too 

much concerning this influence and most of the informution 

has to be teken from statements of men who lived at that 

time. ‘Tis interesting to see how Oxford again takes the 

lead in the spirit of reform, but this time Cambridge 

&lso comes to the front, in fact her scholars influenced 

the men at Oxford. 

The University of Oxford had been the great cmter 

-for learning end reform during the time of Wyciiffe, but 

the "heretics" of the University who had been driven out 

and soattered throughout England were forced to become 

missioneries instead of acedemicians. Arehbishop Arundel 

had succeeded in enforcing the mandetes against the Uni- 

versity around 1414 and from that time until the beginning 

of the 16th century no great men were found at Oxford. Lt 

is doubtful whether any Lollard spirit existed in the Uni- 

versity durin; the loth century as was the case in miny 

local centers end in the homes of many people. Oxford 

probably remained a tool of the Romen Church throughout 

the century and exerted no infiuence on the common mén as 

far ap a spirit of reform was concerned.
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at the close of the War of the Roses in 1485 

English scholars left for ltaly where they came into 

contact with the New Learning which developed in them 

@ sympathetic heart for the newly awakened interest in 

learning. On their return to ‘ngland and especieliy 

to Oxford, there urose & movement of reform at the 

university, not only for the revival of Litereture, 

but also for & reformation of religion. «As Sanford 

states concerning this trend at Oxford, "1t wes 

especielly in England that the rivival of learning 

vave a tremendous impetus to a spirit of religious 

reforn."* 

The leader of these Oxford Reformers wus John 

Golet who is said to sve influenced not only Erasmus, 

‘but also Thonas Moore, William Tyndale, and was 4 yery 

close friend of Thomus Wolsey, the afterward celebrated 

Guardinal.” Colet had been in Italy and on his return to 

Oxford in 1496 showed tremendous enthusiasm for the 

Seoriptures and esyecially for the writings of St. Paul. 

"Keep firmly to the Bible and the spostle's Creed and 

let divines, if they like, dispute about the rest" was 

his advice to the young men of Oxford who came to him 

with perplexing theological problemse* ‘In 1505 he 

became Dean of St. Paul's in Lmdon whore he continued 

to preach boldly from Scriptures, to attack the 

  

1. Elias B. Sanford, A History of the Reformation, p. 42. 
8. Beckett, op. Gite, pe 105. 
Se Tbhide, pe 102.
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the ecciesiustical wlokedness in high places, and to 

forbid the worship of ssints and relics. This won hin 

the sympathetic aduiration of the persecuted Lollerds," 

but 1t cannot be suid thet he had been influenced by then. 

Probably in the year 1513 he preached before a Convocation 

of bishops and clergy of high eeres His text was, "Be 

ye not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed in 

the renewing of your mind",° He thoroughly reprimanded 

the clergy for their living, and no where is it reported 

that they disputed with him. Wo doubt these charges 

were true. Jolin Colet died in 1519 before the Lutheran 

influence hed e chance to help and develop his thinking. 

Erasmus was cuother of these Oxford Keformers who 

helped pave the wey for the Reformation. In 1516 his 

Greek New Testament appeared which wes opposed vehemently 

by the priests who used as much power as possible to 

caution against it. He, however, lived to see the day 

of the development of the Reformation in England in 

meny ways undreemt of as well as undesired by him, yet 

in ways that no more than he, excepting Luther, had 

helped to bring aboute® But all these men et Oxford, > 

and there were mny more besides Colet and Erasmus, 

wrought mainly for revorm within the Chureh, for a 

  

4s Jbid., p. 105. 
5. Hornet, op. cite, pp» 90-92. He prints part of 

the sermon. 
6.- Beckett, op. Gites De 113.
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reformation of discipline.’ it was not until the arrival 

of Lutheran influence that there was a reformation of 

dogma, & departure from the sacramental and sacerdotal 

systom of the Roman Church. 

Oxford began the spirit of Reform but it was 

Cambridge that actuselly took the lead in the “reai"’ 

reform. Oxford never attempted definition of doctrine 

nor tried to enforce dogma. Canbridge on the other 

hand, which was under the influeiice of the Lutheran 

movement, developed reformers of doctrine who boldly 

attacked the dogmas which lay at the root of the worst 

corruption of the Church.& This is where the Lutheran 

influence manifested itseif. Luther attacked the 

dognus of the Church. He was not just interested in 

reform as proposed by the Oxford men, but he wanted to 

reform the very heart and core of Christianity. if the 

dogma was correct, then the other reforms would follow. 

Cambridge fostered such a Reformation. 

it Cambridge during the time of Luther nothing 

seemed to stop the progress of the truth and the work 

of these scholars. Chief among them was Thomas Bilney. 

He gathered many students around him and they met very 

frequently at an inn known by the sign of the "White 

  

7eibide De 116. 

B.lbide, De 120. 
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Horse", afterwards dubbed "Germany" from the Lutheran 

sympathies of those accustomed to mect there.’ The 

circle of such men gradually became much larger. 

"There," viz. at Cambridge said a Bampton lecturer sone 

few years ago, “even so early as 1528 had been seen a 

Little society of religious men who encouraged each 

other in reading Soriptures in mutual confession and 

sinilar prescribed acts of piety. The names of 27 

of these men have been preserved to us; and just as 

the early Methodists obtained honors of ridicule and 

social persecution, so the house where these first 

inglish Lutherens met was called ‘Germany? "+0 These 

27 mon played a very importcnt part during the next 

30 years in the spread of lutheranism.?~ Most 

important of these men were: Bilney, Tyndale, Barnes, 

Coverdale, Rogers, Cranmer, Gardiner, Latimer, and 

Ridley. 

With the spirit of Lutheranism well established 

on the Cambridge campus, some eight or ten promising 

students of Cambridge, all of them more or less Lutheran 

in sentiment, left for Cardinal College, Oxford. 

in the year 1521 Lutheran books were introduced at 

Oxfora, +? and Lutheranism increased daily in the 

  

e Ibid. e 120. 

10; Gurtela, Dissent in its Relation to the Church 
of imgland, p. 56, quoted in Jacobs, Op. Cites De Se 

ll. Jacobs, op. Gite, D- 9 
42. Beckett, op. Gite, Ds 121. 

(15. Trevelyan, op. Gites De 550. 
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University of Oxford and: chiefly in Cardinel College. 

Ellis in his notes siutes(He received @1l his information 

from original. letters of that period), "Ihe chiefest 

Lutheran at Oxford at this tine was: John Clark, one 

of the junior canons, to whose private lectures and 

disputations in public, divers graduates and scholars 

of colleges reported...e.clotwithstending many exinent 

rien ala dispute and preach in the University against 

then, yet the Lutherans proceeded and took all private 

occassions to promote their doctrine."14 Also at this 

time a monk of Bury Edmund's preached at Oxford a sermon 

in which he ralied against the cardinals and bishops 

and even defended sone of the opinions of Lather .25 

jlany of these men who leaned towards Lutheran belief 

helped in the future to promote the cause of Lutheranism.26 

Now these heresies of Luther. began to spread rapidly 

in both Universites and the bishops began to be troubled. 

As early as the March of 1521 Archbishop Warham writing 

to Wolsey complained that both Universities were "infected! 

with the ‘pestilent doctrine of Luther'.?” Cardinal 

Wolsey soon began to take matters in his own hands od 

‘saw to it that a thorough investigation was mde of Luther's 

work, A search was made for all Lutheran books, and when 

located they were destroyed. Wolsey's policy was to 

  

1ée Jacobs, ope Gites De 10. . 
15. Clerk, Ode Cite, De 68. 
16. Jacobs, Op. Gite, DP lle 12. 
17. Beckett, ope Gites Pe 121. 

  
 



prohibit the circulation of any books that contained 

"heresy". Bilney as well as meny other Cambridge end 

Oxford scholars had to appear before a Convocation for 

their teachings. Bilney was induced .to promise an cath 

‘not to preach any of Luther's doctrines but to impugn 

them everywhere’. However, by 1531 he was declared 

a heretic and was burned. Tyndale who had been a student 

at Oxford and Cambridge” wes forced to leave England 

in May 1524 because pressure was getting too great for 

him to carry on his work of translating the Bible. in 

Germany he came in contact with Kartin Luther and when 

you compare his writings with Luther's and Zwingli's 

it is very evident how relatively thorough a Lutheran 

Tyndale was and remained throughout his life.2° His 

writings were sent to England and they helped to 

disseminate the Lutheran vicwe 

Thus the Universities helped the Lutheran cause in 

England. An "Index of Prohibited Books" of 1529 gives 

the names of the works which had been so diligently 

circulated by the young soholers of these two universities 

and their friends. In this list there are four books 

  

18. Beckett ° PPe L352. 133.6 F 

19, J. Me saith, Shee Dee 185. " At Oxford Tyndele 
was won over to Protestantism by studying Erasms New Teste 

ament Greek. He then left Oxford and yoined Bilney at 

Cambridge." 
20. Jacobs, ops Gite, DDe 24-2.   
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of Wycliffe and also works by Luther and other “eformers 

from the Continmt. The publishing of suoh a list 

shows very clearly that the theologians of England 

were keeping abreast of the entire development of 

theological literature on the Continent 24 It is 

very evident thet through the circulating of these 

books many people became acquainted with the Lutheran 

and Reformed teachings. The Universities also prepared 

the men who later in their lives were the leading 

figures in the doctrinal reform of the Church of ‘nglende 

  

21. Thide, Da 156 

 



Vit. HENRY'S RELATION WITH LUTHERANISN 

Meny theories have been advanced concerning the 

English Reformation. One affirms that it was a movee 

ment within the Imglish Church, another regards its 

  

religious change due to the quarrel of the King and 

the Pope, still enother asserts that it must be 

attributed to the German Reformers on the Continent ; 

and the hardful of English followers of these Reformers. | 

To be unbias and to understand the entire development 4 

one must say that all three items mentioned had sone-   thing to do with the results. As it was pointed out in the 

previous chapters the spirit of wiycliffe had prepared 

the minds of the people for a change; in the last 

chapter it was shown how the Lutheran movement exerted 

itself in the Universities; and the quarrel of the King 

with the ?ope and the continued Lutheren movement will 

be pointed out in this chapter to complete the mtire 

picture. All these movements must be considered in 

any discussion of the English Reformation. It would be 

@ mistake to say that Henry's political ambitions end 

his divorce caused the Reformation. No king, however 

despotic, could have forced people into such a chaige 

unless they had been properly conditioned. And this 

conditioning was produced by the Lollard and the Lutheren 

movements.  
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Luther had posted his 95 theses on the church door 

of Wittenberg in October 1517 and that began the great 

Protestant movement in Germany. It wasn't long after 

that Luther's writings spreed throughout the continent 

and even to England. in England they spread very ; 

rapidly and many people were more than ready to read 

and talk about them. The feeling of unrest among the 

people, the dissctisfaction with the clergy and the 

papal rules, the undercurrent opinions of Wycliffe 

and the sentiment of the people caused this wide 

1. Froude, History of England, p. 40. In 1519 there 
was scarcely a village from the rish channel to the Danube 

in which the name of Luther was not familiar as a word 
of hope and, promise. 

Lindsay, ope cite, De 520. Writings of Luther found 
an early entrance into Sngland and were read by ‘the King 
and people. Erasmus, writing to Oecolampadius(iay 14th, 1521), 
declares that there are meny of Luther's books in England. 

Jacobs, Ope Gite, pe 42 AS early as 1550 Polydore 
Vergil mentions the importation into England of a great : 
number of "Lutheran books". To such an extent were Luther's 

writings diffused and with such effect that in March 1621 
Archbishop iiarham wrote to Cardinal Wolsey concerning the 

condition of affairs at the University of Oxford, in @ 

letter which Sir William Ellis, formerly librarian of the 

British Museum, has published. 
Gasquet, e op De 188. Gasquet quotes from Roger 

Edgworth's Sermon(1557). Afterzreligious revolt had 
established itself in Germmy "Luther's heresies arose 

and were scattered very rapidly in England". Sir Thomas 
liore, Chancellor in 1532, attributes the rapid spread 

$e the flood of ui teracnre Sete nee poured forth over 

@ country by the help of printing. 
P. Smith, aaah . ery 281. Luther's Theses ‘on 

Indulgencee were sent by Erasmus to his English friends 

Thomas More and John Colet little more than four months after 

their promulgation(Maroh 5, 151). By February 1519 Froben 
had exported to Engiand a number of volumes of Luther's 

works = one fell into the hands of Henry VIII. Many others 

were sold by a bookseller at Oxford throughout 1520, in 

which a government official in London wrote to his son ; 

-in the country, “there be heretics here which take Luther's 
opinion." 

  

 



circulation of Luther's doctrines and writings. The 

effect produced by these writings was great. On Mey 

12, 1521 at St. Paul's in London in the presence of 

meny high dignitaries and a crowd of over 50,000 

svectators Luther's books were burned and his doctrine 

"reprobated” in addresses by John Fisher, Bishop of 

Rochester, and Cardinal iiolseye A little later it was 

forbidden to read, import, or keep such works; and 

measures were taken to enforce it. 2 Then the King 

entered the picture which gained for him the title, 

"Defender of the Faith’, bestowed on him by Pope Leo Xe 

In July 1521 Henry had published his Assertio Septem 

Sacramentorum against Luther's De Captivitate Babylonica. 

This was where Henry began his life-long opposition to 

Lutheranism, and when in 1538 an attempt was made under 

the influence of Cromwell to affect a union between 

English and Lutheran Churches it met with his uncompro- 

mising opposition.” Doubt has arisen as to whether Henry 

was the real athor. It was More, according to Henry VIII, 

who "by subtle sinister slights unnaturally procured and 

provoked him" to write against the heretic.“ And Erasmus 

states, "I will not say that the King had no help, for 

the most learned men at times are helped by thelr friends; 

but I have no doubt in asserting that he is the father and 

author of the pook''.® Two years leter Bishop Fisher followed 

  

2. P. Smith Git. De 282 

3. Hore, ‘ope bes De 2266 
4. P. Snith, Ope Gite, De 283. 

Se Me Smith, Ode cite, De 510. 
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his sermon by a treatise against Luther, and Henry 

wrote a long letter to the princes of Saxony telling 

them to repress the Lutheren teaching.© With one accord 

the leading Englishmen spoke against Luther. Althougn 

Luther's writings were hunted and destroyed, nevertheless, 

they continued to be imported and ciroulated through 

out the island. The King's controversy had done more 

than enything else to draw public attention to the 

writings of Luther. The rapid diffusion of Lutheranism 

is proved by many a side light and by the very pro=- 

Clamations issued from tine to tine to "resist the 

damneble heresies" or to suppress tainted books. John 

Heywood's The Zour P's: & Merry interlude of a Palmer, 
Pardoner, Potycary, und a Pedlar, written about 1528, 

though not published until some years later, is full 

of Lutheren doctrine, and so is another book wry 

popular at the time, Simon Fish's Supplication of Beggarae’ 

4 long catalogue of prohibited books under date of   1529 shows the sympathetic interest with which in Enge- 

lend the Reformation movement on the continent was 

watched und studied.© In 1630 the king by proclamation 

forbade the reading or possession of some & works of 

Wycliffe, Luther, and others.” The Reformation had now 

recommenced in Englend similar to the days of Wycliffe. 

6. Jacobs “Cite, De Ge 

72 Pe Smiphe Obs Cie, De 285s 
8. Beckett e o De 169. . } 

9. Gasquet ; one oi ‘De "190." 
 



The Papacy and the Bishops were fighting this Lutheran 

movement as they were against Wycliffe in the 14th 

century e : 

Prior to 1550 the Reformation in Englend wes still 

in its infancy and the King did all in his power to 

suppress it. In the first 20 years of his reign Henry 

maintained the supremacy of the Pope and even unto the 

end of his life he was rigidly orthodox in the Homan 

doctrine of transubstantiation, celibacy of the clergy, 

and euriculer confession. In his proclamation of 1530 

he spoke of the determination of the Inglish netion in 

times past to be true to the Catholic faith and to defend 

the country against “wicked seots of heresies and Lollerds", 

and see to it that Luther's revolt in Germeny may not 

heppen in England.2° The next decade changed the entire 

picture with the result that England was no longer 

connected with the Church at Rome. 

Henry started the ball rolling when he wanted the 

Pope to grant him a divorce from Catharine of Aragon 

(Cetharine was the daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella 

of Spain and had been mrried to Henry's deceased brother 

Prince Arthurs Henry's marriage to her, contrary to the 

Laws. of God, had been sanctioned by & Bull by Julius IT.) 

When Henry said that he wanted to make this change, the 

  

‘10. Ibide, De 190. .. 
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Pope tried to evude the issue. Henry then made an 

‘alliance with the reforming and anti-clerical parties 

in his realm. He also received hearty support from 

the Parliament which has been culled the Reformation 

Parliament.” Particularly at this period when a spirit 

  

dle Pe Smith, Ops git., p. 290. "At Easter 1529 
Lutheran books began to ciroulste at court -- books 
advocating the confiscation of ecélesiastical property 
and the reduction of the church to 4 state of primitive 
Simplicity. To Chapius, the imperial ambassador, Henry 
pointedly praised Luther, whom he had lately called 
"a wolf of hell und a limb of Satan" remarking that 
though he had heresy in his »ooks, that was not sufficient 
reason for revroving and rejecting the many truths he 
had brought to light. Henry in his entire policy was 
dictated by his own whims and fancies which changed in 
a@ monent and were brought about by political. advantages 
and power." 

12. The work of this Parlierent was tremendous. 
1t sat from 1529-1536 and brought about the complete 
break with Rome. 

1529-4 Bill declaring that any person who 
should procure at the Court of Rome 
any license or dispensation for hold=- 
ing a plurality of benefices should 
incur penaltye 

1550-Aa koyel proclamation was issued fore 
bidding the introduction of Papal 
Bulls into the Kingdom. 

153l-Henry was mide head of the Church. -. 
England no longer paid the snnates 
or First-fruits to the Pope, and 
that in case the Pope should persist 
in the exdotion, England should 
withdraw from his allegiance. 

1532-Complete submission of clergy under 

Henry. 
1533-ict of the restraint of Appeals. 

1534-406 of Succession which vested the 
inheritance of the crown in the issue 

of Henry and Anne. Act of Supremacy 

which placed Henry as complete head 

of the Church. 
1556-Formed a Union with Walese 

 



of nationalism was strong, there wis objection to 

any foreign interference. Parliament was ready to 

follow the king's wishes end in 1531 declared that 

the King of knglend was head of the English Church 

and thet the Pope had no more authority in England 

than any other foreign bishop. In 1532 Henry had 

entire control over the clergy end with the vacancy 

of the archbishopric of Canterbury Henry appointed 

Thomas Cranmer who had been one of the Cambridge 

"Germans"; who had freely met with the Lutheran. 

divines in Germany; who hed begun to pray in private 

for the abolition of the Pope's power in Zngland as 

carly @s 1520; and it was not without reason thet 

Chapuys called him a "Lutheran" ~~ in January 1555 

  

Beckett, op. Gite, D» 147. It was the Parliament 
which gave ecolesiastical independence to England with= 

out doctrinul change, and established for awhile a 
system described as 'pcpery without a pope’. 

Froude, op. cite, Vol. I, pe 207. Of this 
Parliament Froude writes, "The election had taken 

place in the midst of great end general excitement, 

and the members chosen, if we may judge from their acts and 

petitions, were men of that broad, resolved temper who only 

in times of popular effervesce are called forward in promi- 

nence. It would probably have been useless for the crown 

to attempt dictation or repression at such a time. Under 

the actual circumstances sa ee cerned to encourage 

the fullest expression of public feelings 
Goflatent. lop Gite, a 29. The ill-feelings, grievances, 

and jealousies against the olergy ani their privileges hed 

long been festering in the minds of & certain class of 

Englishman. To say that the Parliament which sat from 

1529-1556 and which was responsible for the breach with 

Rome acted only under pressure from the king would be, to 

put it mildly, an exaggeration. 
13.Lindsay, ope cit., De 550-6
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the King married anne Boleyn;~* on-July 11th the Pope 

excommunicated him. Perliament came to the rescue by 

passing the act of Supremacy which declared that the 

King's majesty "justly and rightly" wes and ought to 

be the head of the Church. That the abrogation of the 

pupal authority was accepted so eusily is proof of the 

extent to which the national feeling of the snglish 

Church had already gonecne Thus England was separated 

from the Churoh at Rome; the ruoture with the Papacy 

was complete. The imnedicte results were: 

1. One head of the Churoh, however, the 
King claimed the protestas jJurisdictionis, 
not the potestas ordiscis -= he never 
asserted his right to ordain or to 
control the sacraments. 

2. At first there was no change in doctrine. 
Se Thomas Cromwell was mede Vicar-General, 

and the office to some small extent 
may be said to resemble that of the 
Papal Legate; he represented the King 
as the Legate had represented the Pope. 

It was impossible, however, for the Church to maintain 

its sume place. There was some stirring of Reformation 

life. Cranmer hed been early attracted by the writings 

of Luther; Thomas Cromwell wes not unsympathetic.+® 

The lieformation did not stop heree 

  

14. Hore, op» cit., p. 251. There was no wide=- 

spread Sea eee ena to the King's divorcing 
Catharine; with the religious question people concerned 

themselves but little. On the contrary they wished 

Henry to marry some foreign princess, in the hope thet 

an heir might be born to the thrones 

iS. P. Snith, Ope Gite, De 2935. 

16. Lindsay, op. Cit., Po S526 
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in the meantime the Lutheran movenent was growing 

in England. Lutheran tracts and hymns were translated 

into English and meny of the writings of Luther, Melanchton, 

Zwingli, Oecolampadius, and Bullinger were circulated. The 

party now numbered powerful preachers like Latimer, 

Ridley, Cranmer, and the poiitician Cromwell. Concerning 

Cromwell -- as his only object was to be on the winning 

side, and as he had not a bit of real religious interest, 

it makes it all the more impressive that, believing the 

cat was about to jump in the direotion of Lutheranisn, 

he should have tried to put himself in the life of its 

trajectory by doing ell he could to foster the Reformers 

at home and the Protestant alliance abroad.”” 4s Green . 

states, "Though the King was still firm in his resistance 

to Lutheren opinion and at this movement endeavored to 

prevent by statute the importation of Lutheran books, 

the less scrupulous hand of his minister was seen al- 

ready striving to find a counter part to the hostility 

of the Emperor in an slliance with the Lutheran 

princes in North Germany ."28 From 1535 until around 

1540 attempts were mede to unite England with the 

German princes of northern Germany. study of these 

years shows how oluse Lutheranism came to the actual 

control of the English Church. Unfortunately King 

Henry sought an alliance with them only for political 

  

“17. P. Smith Ope Gites De 299. 

18. Green, op. Gite, De 164. 
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reasons and thus the final outcome left the Lutherans out 

of England. as Lindsay states, "Neither Henry nor John 

Frederick of arch, appeured to have been much in earnest 

about an alliance, und from the English King's instructions 

to his envoys it would appear that his chief desire was to 

commit the German divines to an approval of his divorce. 

Luther was somewhat scornful and seemed to have penetrated 

Henry's design. The German theologians had no doubt thet 

the murriage of Henry with Catharine wes one that should 

have never teken place; but they ell held that, once mde, 

it ought not to be broken. Determined efforts were made 

to capture the sympathies of Melanchton. Bishop Foxe 

selected as the theological ambassador was instructed to 

tuke him presents to the value of 70 punds. His books 

were placed on the course of study for Cambridge at 

Cromwell's order."19 

In 1535 Henry sent an embassy ‘Gomposed of Foxe, Heath 

(on whom MeLanchton set a high value), and Barnes to confer 

with the Protestant princes at Schmalkald. This was the 

first political move on the part of Henry.“° after many 

  

19, Lindsa e tes De 5546 

20. Sragn aes ps. 185. On the political front 
the Kmperor end Francis of France were getting together in 
1535 by uniting the two houses by close intermarriage <-- ; 

proposal being that Franois would join in an attack agains 

England. Whether such a proposal was serious or not, Henry 

had to dread attack from Charles himself and to look for nee 

allies against it. He was driven to offer his alliance wi 

the Lutheran srinces who also dreaded the power of the Emperor. - 

  
 



conferences the German princes were quite willing to give 

Henry the title "Defender of the Schmalkald League". But 

they insisted that for any alliance the knglish Church 

and the King must accept the theology of the Augsburg 

Confession end adopt the ceremonies of the Lutheran Church; 

and on these rocks of doctrine end ritual the proposed 

alliance failed. = The English exbassy then went to 

Wittenberg und had conferences with Luther and Melanchton. 

Hore they accepted the "Thirteen Articles of 1555" drawn 

up by Melanchton, but when they were sent to Henry, he did 

not submit to them.2” The enubassy remained in Germany 

for severul months studying the Augsburg Confession and 

the #pology, but finally returned home. Their mission 

proved a failure. 

Now this demund made by the German princes was 

backed by such Englishmen as Cranmer, Shaxton, Barlow, 

Hilsey, Goodrich, Fox, end Latimer -- all of them 

Henry's partisans among the clergy. Thus the influence 

of these men as well as an attempt to comply at least 

partly with the demand of the Gorman Princes produced 

the "Ten articles of 1536".°9 Under Cranmer's leadership 

these articles had been passed by the Convocation held 

in London. In their adoption the spirit of Wycliffe 

and the aspiration of the Oxford Reformers was very 

evident.” "These articles," says Professor Lindsay, 

  

° es De S41. 
aa sasoue aan ae ? ae 63-67. The articles are 

recorded. 
25. Gfeen, Ope Cit., D- 185. 
24. Jacobs, Ope cite, De 68. 
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"are anything but essentially HKomish with the Pope left 

out in the cold. They ure rather an attempt to construct 

a brief creed which a pliant Lutheran and a pliant Romanist 

might ugree upon. "29 4fter Jacobs lisis the Ten articles 

and the corresponding items from lutherenism, he con- 

Cludes, "Ihese citetions could be readily multiplied; 

but what have been given are sufficient to establish 

the fact that the evangelical statements of the articles 

were tuken not only from the Apology, but also from the 

Augsburg Confession, and the other writings of Helanchton."26 

The Ten irticles, however, were not received by all 

for in the lutter part of 1556 there was € revolt of the 

north -= culled the Pilgrimage of Grace <-- the people 

demanded a preservation of the ancient faith. And as 

Jacobs states, "The articles like 411 compromises 

inspired no enthusiasm. They were too Lutheran for 

the Hierarchists; they were too Romish for the Lutherans."®? 

4 new Convocation was sucmoned and approved the Institution 

of | Christian Man, known as the Bishon’s Book of 1537. 

Wheat the true nature of this Book is cannot always be 

obtained from history books. Both parties were present 

  

25. Lindsa e op De Sd06 

26.6 Teoobs, Gan ee » DP» 95. Ranke approaches very 

Closely the true solution of the origin of the Ten articles 

when he says that tie first five have their origin in the 

sugsburg Confession or in commentaries on ite 

27. ibid., pe 104. ;
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in drawing up the book. Catholio writers claim it a 

‘victory for them; some Protestant writers state the 

onposite view."° The true picture seems to indicate 

another compromise; the King did the dictating; the 

results were that it leaned 4 little toward the Catholic 

viewpoint. 

In 1558 Henry invited the Protestant princes to 

send delegates to discuss the contested voints with him 

so that he might still enter the Schnalkald League.” 

This again was a politicel move on the part of 

  

28. Ibid., pe 105. "Although still retaining sane 
Romish elements it was a great triumph for the Lutheran 
side, especielly as all opposition was for the first time 
Silenced and even Gardiner added his signature. By this 
work the Reformation was placed on the loftiest ground 
which it was cver destined to reach during the reign of 
Henry." 

Beckett, ope cite, pe 151. As a contemporary 
styles it, "a rightly godly book of devotion.” Cranmer 
was probebly the moulding foraée 

Constant, on. cit., p. 408. “The catholic 
doctrine was more explicitly set forth in this than in 
the previous Confession. Despite the heretical charactor 
of the discussions, the Confession which resulted was 
orthodox(cutholic sense) becruse the supreme head had 
Willed that it should be." af 

29. Ibid., pp. 414-416. By order of the lector 
of Saxony, the Germans brought the Wittenberg articles 
with them and used them as a basis for their theological 
discussions. If these articles are compared with those 

of 1538, an evident concordance will be noticed which is 

@lso frequently a literal one. The 135 Articles of 1938 

were the outcome of this conference. Henry did not accept 

them and would take no inspiration from them. Thus the 

Conferences ended in another failure. The destinies 

of the English Church were nevertheless not unaffected 

by that conference. It proved to be the channel through 

which Luther's doctrine infiltrated. The 15 articles which 

emanated from that conference served as a basis for the 42 
articles of Edward V1(1555) and the 39 Articles of 
Elizabeth(15635). 
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Henry 22 Three Germans composed the one committee and 

three Bishops and four doctors of divinity with Cranmer 

@s president, of the ovummission were appointed to 

represent the English side, while Dr. Barnes was ase 

signed by the King a pisce in the conference on the 

Lutheran side. The men oeme to an agreement on the 

doctrinal articles. There was, however, 4 conflict 

on the "abuses". Here Henry steps in and the Germn 

Commission saw that political ideas were again being 

taken into consideration by Henry. If the question then 

be asked why was not the Church of England a Lutheran 

Church? the true answer is, "Because a wicked ruler 

interfered within a sphere that did not belong to hin, 

and abruptly terminated the measures of the true 

representatives of the Church which clearly indicated 

a@ readiness to acoe:t the Lutheran Confessions."°_ 

With the failure of this conference the possibility of 

uniting seemed hopeless. Attempts, however, were 

continued in the following year but with no success. 

Political reasons again motivated the action. 

The influence hich Cranmer and Cromwell exerted 

  

50. Xbid. . 412 and 413. It was the interest 

of Henry end fhoratherans alike to band themselves 

together against the common enemy and that was the 

Emperor Charles V. Charles was woll aware of such an 

@lliance. Henry invited the Protestant princes to send 

delegates to discuss the contested points with him so 

that he might enter the Schmalkald Leugue. The London 

Conference lasted two monthse 

Sl. Jacobs, op. git., ppe 135201596 
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on Henry lost its effect in 1539. The King felt that the 

Bible was responsible for the many disputes and wranglings, 

thet the Lutherans were influencing his people contrary 

to what he had in mind for a reformatione = Because of 

  

these reasons he saw to it that the persecuting Act of 

the Six articles was passed. These écts were against 

the wishes of Cranmer and Cromwell. 411 the articles 

were Romanist®5 and many people lost their lives. 

Cromwell was executed in 1540. The inmediate consequence 

  

of this infemous act was that many young zealous Reformers 

left the country where they could no longer remiin with- 

out endangering their lives or compromising their con- 

solences. Abroad in Germeny and Switzerland their 

intercourse with ardent Continental Reformers, especially 

those of the Zwinglian school, had an influence upon the 

subsequent course of the Inglish Reformation.S4. This 

4ot was probebly most destructive for the Lutheran cause 

in England beciuse many men, wio were sympathetio toward 

Lutheranism when they loft England, did not return with 

the Lutheran view but with the Reformed doctrines 

  

326 Hore, Ode ott: s De 257.6 

63. The Six articles were: 
es 1. Taught doctrine of transubstantiation. 

2. Withheld cup from laity. 
3. Prohibited priests fron marryinge 

4. Enforced the vow of celibscy. 

5. Upheld private misses for sculs in 

urgator ; 
6. Peckared auricular confession good 

Sift and necessery. - 
4. Beckett, ope oitse, De 155s  
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During the next six years Henry VIII continued to 

see whether he could form some union with the German 

princes. His first step was to marry Anne of Cleves, 

the sister-in-law of the elector. again another 

political move for both sides. At this time Melanchton 

sent a letter to the King and this was followed by a 

letter from the Wittenberg theologians denouncing the 

Six articles. liowever, all attempts amounted to no 

permanent results. Henry divorced Anne in July of the 

same year and this brought many repercussions from the 

Germans. At this time there developed a period of 

Catholic action. Latimer was thrown in prison; 

Tyndale's and Coverdi-le's New Testament, as well as 

all the works of wyoliffe, were consigned to the flames. 

Heretics were rigorously persecuted; and the Continental 

Protestants coupared Henry to Nero.e“ karly in 1541 

there was a new negotiation proposed with the Protestant 

princes in Germany. Henry sent men to Germiny to excuse 

for his actiou and tried to esteblish a league with 

relation to their common interests. Again the Lutheran 

princes demanded adherence to the Confessions; the 

English embassy returned home without any satisfactory 

  

35- Burnet e «» Pe 285. The elector of 

Saxony, who SA ore other sister of Cleves had 

conceived so bad an opinion of the king, that he ex-~ 

pressed no heartiness, neither in the marriage nor in 

any alliance with England; but he yielded to the 

importunities of others who thought that the prospect 

of the advantage from such an alliance was greats 

36. Constant, on. cite, De S82.
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masultsene One last attempt to make on alliance with 

Germany failed in 1944.°° Because of their political 

nature Henry's provositions met with little favor. The 

breaking out of the Schmalkald War in the summer of 

1546 interrupted all negotiations; and a few months 

later Janusury 28, 1547 the reign of Henry VIIL was at 

an end.” 

During this last period of Henry's reign he ordered 

& commission of bishops and theologians to revise the 

"Bishops Book" of 1537. It took them three yeers to 

complete the task. Cranmer was again the leader end 

it is believed by some that he was tending .towards 

Zwinglisnism already at this time .*° This second 

confession called the "King's Book of 1545", however, 

‘shows that the Lutheran element was still present in 

the thinking of the men that prepared the confession. 

4t the time of Henry's death there seemed to be four 

parties ective in England .* 

  

357. Burnet . os De 2746 

38. Tbide: pace in 1544 the often-cited 
Seckendorf tells us thet at this time they in 
Germany began to have gre: ter hopes of the king 
thun ever. Mont was again sent over to offer an 

@lliance with them. He excused #11 the late 
proceedings. This did not move the elector; he 
looked on the king as an enemy to their doctrines 
His whole design in what he led done was, to make 

himself the head of the church, to which he was not 

ete pee gence oit 197 e J8CODs, ° ep De e 
40. Gonssan tenons Gite, De 425. 
41, Pe Smith, ope Gites De 508-6
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1. Anglicans 
orthodox and royalists, comprising the greater 
part of the crown loving, priest-hating and yet, 
in intellectual matter, conservative common 
people. 

2. Pope’s Followers 
still strong in numbers especially among the 
clergy of the north. Their leaders were among 
the most high-minded of the nation, but were also 
the first to be smitten by the king's wrath. 

5. Lutherans 
an active and intelligent minority of city 
merchants and artisians led by men of con= 
spicuous talents and generally of high character 
like Coverdale, Hidley, and Latimer. With 

4) Zulnielicns’ eds TAncbestistan: Silane nena 
small contingent of extremists. 

Thus Lutheranism was an important part in the stages 

of the English Reformation. The question often has been 

asked, What value would it have been if Henry would have 

signed the Augsburg Confession? ‘Tis true that Enylend 

and Lutheranism at the time wuld have come closer 

together, and it might have resulted in the English 

Lutheran Chureh.e However, when you consider the life 

of Henry, his views, and his political ambitions, such 

an alliance with Germany could not have lasted. Lindsay 

correctly states that the King and people were not very 

far apert. They both olung to medieval theology; and 

they both detested the Papacy and wished that the clergy 

be kept in due subordination. There was a wide spread 

end silent movement towards an Evangelical Reformation 

always making itself apparent when least expected; but 

probably three-fourths of the people had not felt 1%
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during the reign of Henry. it needed Mary's burnings 

at Smithfield end the fears of a Spanish overlord 

before the leaven could leaven the whole lump .*” 

The English Reformation first began with England 

being separated violently from the ecclesiastical 

empira of Home. The papal authority was cast off, 

but without any essential change being made in creed 

or form of doctrine. This was 411 accomplished under 

Henry ViiI. The change in oreed and ritual was ef- 

fected chiefly under Edward VI. The presence of 

Lutheranism in Hugland during Henry's reign helped 

tremendously to formulate such a change in idward's 

reign. 

  

42. Lindsey, op. cit., p- 350. 

  

 



VIII. CONCLUSION 

&t the time of the death of Henry VIII the English 

Reformetion had gone a long way since its early begin-e 

ning at the time of John Wycliffe. John wWyoliffe was 

one of the first men to sttack the evils in the church 

and have the people look to their Bibles for God's 

answer for Salvation. The people were not yet prepsred 

for 4 complete separation from the Romen Church. A 

whole century had to pass before the people were 

really ready to accept the fact that the sacramental 

and sacerdotal system of the Roman Church.was contrary 

to Scripture. During thet century the Lollards in- 

stilled into the minds of the common people.that 

spirit of revolt and adherence to the Bible so that 

when the Lutheren doctrines flooded England in the 

16th century the people were not totally shocked, 

but were conditioned to scecept the doctrines. 

In closing one interesting item cannot be fore 

gotten -- Wycliffe was active around Oxford and 

London; the Lollardy activity was most prominent 

in this seme area of the country; and this is where 

Lutheranism gained its foothold in England. 

= 
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APPENDIX I 

With the death of Henry VIII many changes took 

plece in the Church. It would seem that the Lutherans 

could now become the leading force because Cranmer 

was still the chief spiritual advisor to the King. 

However, this was not the case; in fact, the Lutherans 

finally lost out completely. 

The Six articles and the treasons laws were re- 

pealed and this brought beck to England meny of the 

refugees who had found a home in Germany and Switzerland. 

The victories won by Emperor Charles V led a large number 

of continental Protestants to seek refuge in England 

from the penalties of the Interim, Some of these men 

‘found places as teachers at Oxford end Cambridge and 

their influence became a leavening owentn But these 

Englishmen who had returned wu ~6n like Ridley and 

Hooper, formerly Lutherans -- brought back with them 

the Zwinglian type of theology snd Bullinger was their 

trusted edvisore’ It is reported that Ridley was the 

man who influenced Cranmer in changing his views,° 

With many Calvinists and Zwinglians coming to England 

there was the growth of an antieLutheran element; 

there was no prominent Lutheran in England to pro- 

  

1. Sanford, op. cit., p. 1856 
2. Lindsay, op. Gite, De 359-6 
Se Jacobs, Ope Cite, De 21de 
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INuligate the Lutheran cause; thus the Lutherans were 

left out of the picture. 

The Lutheran movement mi¢ht have died out by the >. 

arrival of the kKeformed men from the Continent, but it, 

nevertheless, exerted 4 wholesome influence in the 

formation of the teachings, creeds, confessions, and 

liturgies of the Church of England. In 1548 Cranmer 

translated Justus Jonas' catechisn, which in English 

is usualiy designated Cranner’s Catechisx, not only 

teaches most emphatically the Lutheran doctrine, but 

also contains verbatim Luther's Small Catechiam.~ 

In 1549 the Book of Common Prayer was formulated. It 

Was & compromise between Lutheranism, Romanism, and 

Calvinism. This was revised in 1552 and the Lutheren 

element is very obvious in certain places. In 1555 

Cranmer drew up the 42 articles of Religion on the 

basis of the 13 articles agreed upon by a conference 

with the Lutherans in 1638.° Although the articles 

contain Roman end Calvinistic elements, the greater 

part found its source in the Augsburg Confession. 

‘Later these 42 articles of Kdward VI were cut down 

to the 59 Articles of Elizabeth(1565) which are still 

in use today in the Anglican Church. The Lutheran 

element is also very evident in the worship of the 

  

4. Jacobs, Op. cite, De 216. 
5S. P. Smith, Ope Gite, De S146
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English Church.® Had Cranmer become a strong and 

staunch Lutheran, probably the English Chureh would 

be Lutheran today. Thus it can be said that the 

work of Lutheranism in England was not all in vein; 

it did pley an important role in the scheme of - a 

English Church History. 

  

6. Jacobs, op. Gite, p. 218.
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APPENDIX II 

& little additional information should be added 

about some of the mn who helped foster the Lutheran 

céuse in England. This list 1s far from complete. 

The study could include about 20 mn. That would 

be a thesis in itself. 

iiles Coverdale 1488-1568 

He is noted for his transletion of the Bible which 

appeared on October 4th, 1535. His translation was 

nade from the Vulgate with some assistance fron 

Luther 's version. He was a student at Cambridge where 

he made « thorough study of Luther's works. He was 

&@ member of the group which mt in the house called 

"Germiny". The direct as well as the indireot influence 

of Luther may be traced in his works. He is noted for 

his translation of several of Luther's hymns and of 

Luther's Ten Commandments. Of Coverdale's 41 hymns, 

22 are Lutheran.” 

Hiiliam Tyndale ?-1536 

Tyndale was a student at Oxford and Cambridge and 

cume in contact with the Lutherans. Comparing his 

writings it can be seen that he was a Lutheran. 

Probably in the later years of his life he tended 

towards Zwinglianism. Tyndale left England in 1524 

  

1. Lindsay, op. gites, De 558. 
2. Jacobs, op. cit., pp. 117ffe  



and translated the New Testament and a small part of 

the Old Testament into English while he was on the 

continent. Here he came in contact with Luther at 

Wittenberg. It appears that if we had more know- 

ledge of his whereabouts it would probably show 

that he had a very active part in the spread of 

Luther's teuchings. Beckett states that his pen 

was beyond question, one of the great potencies of 

the tine. His translations, his treatises, his 

tracts exercised an influence recognized by his 

adversaries as necessitating strenuous opposition, 

and rejoiced in by his ertenar as a leader in their 

céuse we Fisher in his book states that he and other 

young scholars fled to Antwerp -=- on their return 

these men were bent on planting the Lutheran doctrine 

in their netive country.” Luther exerted a profound 

influence upon Tyndale's writings. This is seen in 

Tyndale's Prolosue to the New Testament, Prologue to 

the Romans, Exposition of the Sermon on the Mount, -- 
but more so in the Shorter Prologues that the character 

of the dependence of Tyndele on Luther is best seen.” 

Through his translation of the Bible the Lutheran 

cause beoume more end more aggressive. 

  

3. Beckett, op. cite, Dp» 1706 
4. Fisher, History of theChristien Church, p- 347- 
5. Wescott, History of the imglish Bible, Pp. Aste 
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Anne Boleyn 1507? - 15356 

She murried Henry VIil, after Henry divorced his first 

wife, Cathurine of jragon. She was a Lutheran and 

helped foster the Lutheran cause in Zngland. She had 

generously maintained a number of scholers at the 

Universitiss; and all of them, among was Heath, were 

during their lifetime earnest champions of the 

Reformatione® 

‘Thomas Cromwell 1485 - 1540 

He was no theologian but a@ politician. However, he 

did help the eause of Lutheranism throughout his life. 

It is doubtful whether he even held the Lutheran views. 

Froude says that it was his chief object to unite 

England with the Lutherans.” This was 8ll based on 

politicel notives. Thus through his political moves 

he become a very important man in promoting the ceuse 

of Lutheranism in England. 

Thomas Cranmer 1489 - 1556 

His suggestion that the King ask the Universities on the 

continent for an enswer whether his divorce was proper 

brought Cranmer into favorship with Henry. This was the 

royal favor which he never lost. ~t the death of 

Warham ho was made archbishop of Canterbury by the King 

  

6. Jacobs, Op. Cites De The 
9.. Froude, Op. ‘oites pe 411. 

 



in the year 1555. He didn't want this job but knew that 

he hed to accept it. in the 20's he hed been on the 

continent and ceune in touch with the Lutherans end 

married the niece of the Lutheran theologian Osiander. 

Thus he was inclined to Lutheran opinions and he aided 

the reformetion tremendously in inglend as. irchbishop 

of Canterbury. His first act as prinate of the Church 

was to annul the merriaege of Henry. This increased 

his favor in the eyes of the King and through this 

popularity he was able to promote the Lutheran cause with= 

out too much difficulty. Sad to aay, he was not too 

strong in his belief. With Fox, Cromwell, and Barnes to 

aid him, he was a Lutheran; but when these men were no 

longer around he passed over to the adoption of the 

Reformed doctrine. He nevertheless played an important 

part in drawing up the English Confessions which show 

the Lutheran element; and he prepared the liturgy for 

the English Church waich he“learned from the Lutheran 

theologians in Germany.® 

  

8. Jacobs, Ope Gites De He
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