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CJu\PTER III 

flE A :t:.EG · I> BIBLICAL 13A3IS FOR HBHO'!'HEISM 

Th~ l i beral Ol d Tootarnent scholars who accept the pnmlae 

that the concept of God dovoloped 1n the Old Testament quote 

numer ous occur!'onces ot henotbelatlo teachlnga, �a�o�n�v�l�c�t�l�o�n %  "� 

and praot1cos 1n the Old Testament. ~ome of these now wlll 

be enumer" tad ellld olaborated u.pon. 

•·oaoa 

r.foooo is conaidered by moat aoholara to be the .rounder 
I 

or tho Isra.el1t o nation and the framel' ot I41rael'a �r�e�l�l�g�l�o�u % � 

system. 111.bri(!ht w1•:ltoa: 

1t l o absurd to deny· thnt Moaea was actually the toundel' 
of tbe, l araelite commonwealth and the t-ramel' ot Israel'• 
religious system. Thia tat la emphaa1zed ao unamlmoualy 
by trad1t1on that it ma7 be ~esarded ae absolutely 
oertain. tlowher.e is there the allgbteat bNath ot doubt 
cast on th1o 1rrefragable tact of Iarael1te tradltlon.1 

There.fore l1boro.1 scholo.rs usUlllly begin wlth Moses' wrltlas• 

in t he1z- search. for earl,- honothelatla teaohlnga. Today muah 

of the argument (especially between Rowley and Albright) 

centers a19ound the teaah1ftlSB or Moaea. 

It la f'elt that 1t la very hard to atate aaauratel7 and 

~w. F. Albright, Prom the Stone &fa to Cbrlatlant.tz: ' 
(Balt1more1 The John Boplcfrii"'P'reaa.1. 1 >TP• l96. Compare 
alao w. o. •. Oeate:rley and T. w. �n�o�b�l�n % �o�n�.� Rebl'9'W RellglDIU 
�I�t % � 01'1gln and I:evelopment (lfew rork1 The •uliian d•PBD1'• 
i§Sv), pp. DB', i&i • . 
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claorly wh t f. osea tau,:;;ht and believed. On the one han4, 

the~--e 1s Emor al agreement that oaaa waa not a polythe:lat 

1n t he senoo t h.t he pr~otlaed a worahlp ot many god■ • Some 

assume t · t i{os a ,ni ght' hove been a polythelat 1n hla youngez­

yes rs when ho l i ved at tl1e Ugypt1an oo~t. But on the ·otbe• 

hnnd, t he eminent 3r1t1sh aoholatt H. u. Rowley ■117■, •'l'bez-e 

la no cv1dsnce tlltl t :.Josoa· was a monothelat ln the ae·nae · that 

he donied the ox1stenoe of m~N than one ooa.na 
Since ooea 1a considered as ' the great law-glvez- o.t the 

Ia11ael1t o people, t be Dacalot and e■peolally the t:lrat oam­

mandmcnt ( 11 You shall have no other gods be.tore me113) are 
• 

careful ly s earched to determine what he taught. Zt baa been 

Pointed out tll t 1n tllo t1rot commandment, 11Thel'9 1a no de.n:lal 

thot athor gods exist. Thia commandment only den:lea the 

legitimacy of other gods f'or Iarael."4 In the atoz-y or lfoaea 

and tha olden Calr there are 1nd1cat1ona tbllt Uoaea ha4 
• I 

benothe1~t1c conv1ot1ona. Attar ~oae■ had : one up onto 

the holy mountain, I.fount 31nal. the people wal tlns belr,w 

bocame afraid. Aa days paaaod and Koaea d:ld not retUl'li, . . 
the people daily became more a.fl-Aid that be bad dled on 'the 

mountain• covered with amoke and 1:lsh,nlng, and tba~ thq 

2n. H. Rowley, "Llvlng Iaauea ln Blblloa1 Sabolaz-ablpl 
The Antiquity of Israelite Monothal■m•• .!!!!, 'bpoalt9!7 Tlm••• 
LXI (Ausus.t• 1950), ,335•338. 

3.&xodua 21:2 (Quoted tz-o.m the Rev:laed Standard Ver.at.on) . . 
· 4H • . H. Shlrea .& ·,. Parlcez-, IntePpNte~•· Blbjf: Fdlte« 

by G. A. Buttrlak (?laabv:llle1 ~bingdon•Co&15uri ••• 
o.1952)• II• 366. · 
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nr lon8er had e 1 udor. Plnally beaauae ot teaP and weak 

faith, t hey forced Aaron to make a solden oalt toP them. A■ 

t4oaes cnme d oon t"Jtom the mountain bearing the two atone tableta 

con ta J.ng t he Ten Commanclments • he heard the aound ot IIIU■lo 

and da nc i ng . -~hon he poroe1v•d what had happened, he beoa• 

angry and .shntt eved the tablets. Then•ha took the oalt and 

g~ouna it to .owda;, poured ·1t tnto the water and made the ' 

peoplo dv "nk 1t. ~ttP.r that he liad the ,Gona •of Levl klll aame 

of' tho 8U1lty peo1=>le. ~'hen ~oaoa 'returned to Uount 81nal and 

there he prayed to ~od, "Alas thla people bavo alnned a 

s reat o1n, tlloy hove made tor themaelvea goda ot gold.n (Bz. 

32:15-32 ) HoI'e· I.1oses 1s said to reooaalae the •exlatenoe ot 

other gods. and thus to abow henothelatlo·tendeno16a. 

R0\'1ley- \·,ri tos, "F.or nowhere in the Penfa"teuah la Moaea 

o~edtt od with formal dental thut any other gods ozlat, auah 

aa we find 1n eutero-laa~ah, aave 1n paa■•G•• that qu1te 

certai nly did not 1ssue from hlm.• TheNtore he aonolud••• 

• t oaea wa s e. henotheist."5 

Jephthah 

Another trace ot henothe1at1a ooqvlat1on la found ln 

th6 story concern1ns the Judge Jephthah, who••••• to ha,re 

plaoad Yahweh• h1a ~od, on tbe level with Chemo•h• the Moablte 

God. M. YJ. Robinson edited a book, Reaord .!!!, Rewelatlop, -ln 

5H. ll • . Howle:,, .m!• gAI•• .P• 388. 'Iha paeeage■ Rawle:, 
retera to are Deut. uaa, 1 218189. Be gl,rea no proor tor 
bla statement. 



1fj 

Which i le sn:td, " I n the , tlmea ot Jephthah (Judge• x1. 2a. ,a,) 
ond or David (I Sem. xxvl. 19) Be was the Godot Iarael .onlJ'. 

and tho Israol!toa recogn1Hod the exlatenae ot other gada tor 

othr.r people. ri6 

At t ha t t ime. the Ammonites made war with Iarael. 'l'ha 

eldet"s or Oilead sent Jephthah out to the Ammonites on a 

peace m1$sion. The latter wore aasry ~oauae the1 wanted 

baok the l and t h t Israel had taken from them and 1'Pom Moab 

just before Israel hnd untered the promlaed land. Jephthah 

fl~st trie s to expla1n-wh1 IaNel had, taken that land. When 

this · f:iiled, he sa1d tha t Israel had ·a r1Jht t;o that land. ·. 

J1e ar1;uod , "t'Ji 1 you not pooaesa w!wt Chemo■h 7our god glve■ 

to you·, • no all that the Lord our Ood haa d1apo■ses■e4 before 
. 

ua. ,ve ,,::111 osaeus." (Judges 11&4•26) Jephthah here 

apparently sota Chemosh on the same plane with Yahweh exaept 

that the J.atter ,1as oona1der.ed the stronger ot tba two. 

Ruth 

'l'ho \Vell-knDlffl anawa:r ot Ruth to Saml '• plea to retul'll 

home to her f'amll:,, "Th1 people ■hall be rq people and TbJ' 

Ood, my God" ( Ruth 1:16) 1s alted •• 4 good example ot heno­

tha1ut1c bel1et. Thia statement la aald to llluatrate the 

taot that 1n the mind •Of Ruth eaoh people had lt■ own god• 

6u. w. Rob1n■on, •'!'he Pbllo■opbJ' ot Reftlatlon~• Reaol'd 
and Revelat1og (Ox1'0:rd1 Clarendon l'N••• lUB), P• ~08. . 
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.Peo le and g o6 be nc 1naeparablo.7 Foadlck wrltea1 

Even a r os t-~x111c book• Ruth. platurea lta heroine•• 
chang1ne gods when she passed b-om Uoab to Bethlehem• 
al t h ot: h the two woro acaroel7 thirty mllo■ apart an4 
~o ld be plainly oeen. one hom the other. aarosa the 
Jordan. · • • . a 

David 

Anoth r example otton quoted to ahow that the concept ot 

honothe 1s m , :a.a r ,:n,alont 1n ·tho Old Testament la tbe atOl'J' or 
one o:r th.c 011oountera botween Saul and Davl4 reaorde4 ln 1 

Samuol 26:19~~. & David and ~blahal enter the oamp ot Saul 

late ~t n1 ht a nd toke his spoaz- and water Jug. 'l'hen they 

leove nd eo a nd atand on a tar hill. In the morning• Davl4 

calls to Abner. the loader of the &l'IIIJ' of Saul• an4 reprove■ 

hlm. f or alooptng and not adaquatol7 p11oteotlng the k1ft6• 

Saul o~e~h~a ~s t h is and reoocnl&aa Davld 1a voice. Davl4 then 

tells Saul th t hls men 8 bave driven me out thla day that J 

ahould have no share ln the heritage ot the Lord aaylng• •oo. 
serve other ods. ,n Ula at11 tement la regarded •• perbapa the 

best example o~ a benothelot1o •lew ln the Old 'l'eatament 

bacauso 1t conveys the bro-told lmpresa1ona (a) 1f a peraon 

7ft. · "• · a1 tenburg, • aenothela tla Abena tlona ln Analent: 
I■rae1• (unpublished 1-ohelor'a Theala, Conoordla Semlna17, 
St. Loul•• 1946),, P• &. 1'hla haa a lonser dlaouaelon on Rllth. 

8H. F.. Foad1ok, A Gulde to Ua4er■tan4111 .. Bible 
(Rew Yorks Barper & drotbir■ 'Pii'bila&ir■• o.va~ P• D. 

9Robln■on • .U• J!!!•• P• aoe, Row1•7• 1;2• alt. (b7 1111pll• 
aatl n)a \lllteabul'g• J!J?• alt., P• 4J Po■dlo • .!2• .!!!!.•• P• 11. 
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leuvoa I s \" el• l eu•1oa · ahwehJ · henoe Yahwell l• ODlJ' tbe Ood 

or Iar&ol. nd (b) t boro &re othor ~od• ln otber plaoee and 

1r a ,;er-uan uwalla 111 a d11'f'oront land ho must aerve tlle god 

or toot c &unti. .. y . 1 •• ~ a't;b aa:,•• "Yahweh oan be aerved DIil~ 

1n 'his owt1 ancl . '!be oxlle lo aompelled to aePVe the god• ot 

the l a nd 1n wh1ch he nojouma. JeNmlah 8110.•lO 'l'h1a tnol• 

dent :S.o ,., tou s v1n~•i the 1mp:reaa1nn -th t the concept of 

henotho .. ot:'I \7 n prov,1lon•!; ealao &l!'IODQ the loaden or I•l'Ge1 

at ov1d1s t:l o . 

Heaman 

oth. r ox1n:1 le th· t la olted to ■how the Blbllca1 baala 

tr>?' t o c:on.cea,,t 0£ honot! elsm ln the Old T!•■tament: la tbe 

1n I I K!nr;s 5:17 aetmmod Jehovah woa the God ot Iepael alone 

antl c t)ul I cnly be trul:, worehlpe4 w1 thin h1• 111111 land. ( 11anc• 

2 ~uloa load of dlrt)•ll 

aa!J!Gn• &L ureu t ooocander of the S7191an •1'1111' waa a 

leper. . ~ irough o sorv11nt nlrl• Jut le•l'fted of F..'ll■ha• the 

man og Ood who o ;.;uld cure lepers. Numn then requeeted 

r,em!..oa1on f'rcm i ta Jtlng to go and ••• tb.la l)l'Opbet. A• lie 

waa co:n_ , lillaba sent a meaaenses- to blm and oomean4ed blll 
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to c.,O ancl uut.he 1n the Jordon r1ve:r seven tSmaa. Tbl■ atate­

ment m e .u nn vor-:, &ligl'J' and he began to Ntllffl hDll8e 

D0t1ovor, ono of hio oorvanta Naaona4 wl th him and he deolded 

t u· .o . nd try Ju t b1a£ ~~ tho Jo!'dan. He waa oloanaed and 

bol10ve in t r o . r,cl of loraol. 'l'J1en laar.,an uked !llaba, 

"Let t ho""G o u!von to ~;our aerv, nt two mul.e■ ' burden or 
oa.rtl?, !"o!' honcor o19th 7our oervant will not o~1'el' bul'nt 

oi'i'o .. lot: to tit\cr1f1ce to any ,iod but the I.ol'd. • (8 Una■ 
' 

5 :1'1) T:iis rt,quoat 1ndlo· toe quite olearl7 that eaob land 

1 d . t .o own · od wllo co ·ld be WOl"Slltpad only there. To 108'0'8 

ono l ncl for notb9:r w11s to l i ave ono ad ror anothel'. Renae 

1 · no.nan .:us to ,,orah1p the God 0£ l■Ne1 ln 8:,rla• he raual 

• Cd!C:> 8 0 or ilba aoll ot l al'Oel With bllll.12 

It la po!nt od out tlUi t the poat-ealllo prle■t• alao taueht 

a f orr.i of1 honot ba1sro. /,ocol'CJ!ng to thta vl-• the prleate 

tuucht a not1o ul1s&1c, cul t la type or rel1s lan. 1'bey he-

llo od t t Yahweh was tbe God ot Ial'&el and laJ'ael wna the 

1>eople o.r ~obweh.13 Tola attitude 1e4 to an oatNllle 1111tlnnal• 

tam ao t t w!1en the people ln Pale■t1ne or.rared to help re­

build the tee:, ;le, tbe retul'ft!ng Ianoll tea re.1 ated tbe or!'eP 

l2n. Culklno, Int•~ereter•a Sible. M lted by G. A. 
Buttr1ch ( .lcahv1llea Abln&4on-CDkeabu17 l'N••• a.19158), xx1, eus • 

. 133 . w. Roblnaon. "'· Rell5loa• Ide•• . .Rt~ Old 'l'e■-nt 
(London• Oenld Duokworllt& do •• £a •• iOia-,. p.""l.R:' 
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01' llolp. ( - 'Zt1". ' :3) 1'"01" t e pr1.oot.o th1o na.t1omllam oon-

' 1 to r1 ~u.31 a.nd aep:J.rotod tho pooplo 

or I araol ~ m ,, o uts1tle ,1orld·. 't 11.s 1n ef'f'ect wa.s a. 1>haao 

I 11 •i:.:1 i ~o..ta of Ez .ia. nnd. Mohem1ch• Yaht1oh 10 rof'orrod 

t o c • 1 T!--c God ~:!10 1a l"cca. lTie namo 1n .romar11an" (Ezra. 

G:12) i.1. "' .:• 1y "o~- co le ,.o c-:,.llcd "The God 01' Iamo1·•" (Ezra. 

711~ , 19) rr, iG o.:,:t11e:,me3 not101ml1DD &ppflrontly led to tho 

d:t v c_ · ~ o :.\l l ro r:c1 JI'!. , n~1t-Ia11neli te \11 veo ,£a1 ah 1 o non-

t 

V1Guc ;·1 · 1 , .:.io11 :xrto1 .. t ie ~ d.lc; thoy 1ns1st,e4 tha.t tl:lero 

u:... no :10 c o.::copt, '~i.'l n J;\S i vo.l of r.olll)ion ,1i11ch. ,:ou14 

bcooo c. t;_, 1:, l"n.t:i.01ml ovcmont cmd ulli.oh 1101.ll.d contep 1D 

t ho , cl iio ·t,~n t 10 .,t1.on ot1 a ita 0r1c.1.n.14 

Thcao .,::c oc or tho cmmploc to ut11oh eoho1a.rs point 

~G os :.>lioh L a bn~io :r011 thCil view that thoro. aro tmoos 

or 1 0.."l.ot· 01 e in · Lo Olu Tootamont and tht\t tll1o oonoopt or 
God -: .c ;,. ::, ... 1-.i. o~ Iorooi' a dovelop1na !'e'l1G1on. 

. 
140 . J. Denb, The Thcolocy 2f t:1e Olcl Toatap!Di 

( T~ohv illt' : .t.11nB(lon-Ooifosbuey Proan, o';E°49) • w~o4-105. 



Cll.4PTER IV' 

TI BI L : 1 .:.,er _, · r.~or.clt'IIEI '! AS REVE.l\LED FROM T!YE vmr 

:n !i!'T.r • t • U1' S OOR~TED AMD CU>UDm .:er SIB 

II T!IE coua..,p; OF Tit-S . 

~b.o Thesis 

. , 'l l.o t lC' .. a t',l" !J~llY s chal :-.rs Ullo toooh t.Mt the Old 

..l&i c n~.ept ·· 11 or Goa i;~o 11.onotho1st.1o at ono nta.se in 

i"o ov l ::>pr.1 ... 1t , "~b.o v1ew ttl ... ~t tho Old Tostoment. tcn.ches a 

.ol"..ot~10:.. = \i:l c concept of God 1'9rom tho vory bOC,.rm1ng of the 

D~t. l o ,.,. -~1• .. YG oan uphold. '.au'ly B1bllcnl. monothoiam WBB 

c,"'1,v • e r..o {\ oc1 :tifio ·1Y!>otbos1s by Anclro,; lL!.nc; (!l'm 

Ix Q! c liric, 1 , 1900). It v:ts detondod bj' suol\ d1ot1n-

Glt1Q Otl !llbli c'\l OOtlOltU''O a~ .I£\gro!J80 (Et.udop su;r los Roitr;1ons 
om~.t:i .. c11.1oq , J.903) v.nd. ·111noln Sohc1dt (Do;r Ut'oprlD'JC dor 

....::.::..:::.:~:.::.::::::. s 1!)12-19.ti!.)) . l noaidoc thooe oohol:.\z:-a, 1-lbo ballcwe4 

1n C:'. y Pra- P uaic tJ0:1otl?.eiso w 001:10 ocholnrs beliovo 1n 

1o~ic 0:,110 ·· lO!ao . Rowley 11r1teo conool'n1nc; J.romic tc~oh111Gs, 

"It a 11 .. UC.!" i 11cipion t, onotho!lmn an<! !n.c;a.p1ent un1vel9sn Gm• . . . 
• • • • 

012 .Al ";.,riGht onyc, "tho founder o:r Yah'ld.sm (l!ooes) was 

1H. u. Rowley, "L1v11JG Ieoucs 1n B1blica.1 Soholo.rsh1p 1 
Tho Ant i ... uity of Iol"~el1te Monothe1m." D!l Emos1tor,: Times. 
LXI (Ar st, 1950), 334. 

21b.1oy, on • .sll.•, P• 338. 
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aerta1nly a monotheist."3 

Those who support the view that the aonaept of henothel■m 

was a part or the earlier· Biblical teaching, then ask the 

question. "If the Bible continually and oon■latentl7 teaohoa 

the concept or monotheism. how do you explain the henothelatlo 

traces which are still reoogn1zable ln the Old Testament?" 

In answer to this question the baaio taat must be reaosnlsed 

that the henothe1st1o view of God is the view of natural, 

unre' ·onerate (sinful) mankind. The Apostle Paul writes: 

Ever since the creation of the world hla invlalble 
nnture. namely his eternal power and delty1 has been 
clearly perceived 1n tho things that have oeen· made. So 
they are lV1thout exouae; tor although the7 knew God they 
di d not honor him as God pr give thanks to him, but the7 
became rutilo 1n their thlnklng and thelr aAnseleaa mlnda 
wer e darkened. Claiming to be wise, the)" baaame ~oola, 
and exchanged the gloey of the immortal God tor images 
r eoombl1ng mortal man or birds or anlmala or reptllea. 
Romans 1:20-23. (R. s. v.) 

Natural. unregenerat e man, because of the ain of Adam, bad 

a clouded vision of Ood and invented ldola or had 1mperfeat 

conceptions or Him as a territorial Ood. That there was . 

henothe1sm among Israel's pagan neighbors la evident. 

Moab and Ammon were oountriea in whioh the dominant vlew of· 

God was apparently henotheiatio.4 Iarael dur1ns the oonque■t 

and after it oame into contact with thaae people and oerta1nly 

wa, exposed to the henothe1at1a view. Same of the Ia:raelltea 

through ignorance or agalnat better knDWledge aoaepted and 

3w. F. Albright, Prom the Stone Au. to (Jbplatlanltz; 
(Baltimore: The John Hop'B'na'Pria■• 11AD)TP• lb'I. 

4 . 
Rowley, .21!• .!ll• • P• 336. 
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be11011ncl the henotholst!o vf.n of oac1. Albl'lghl Wl'lte•• 
I • 
'Ille 1 norn t or moron1c ON orten po1Jthelata or henotbel■I• 

1n en Clf58 of rn~notho1&!!1e nO The Dible oa11■ J■rael '• roll•l·na 

attar othar- . odo "a1n.'' ( :.x. 2112, l Kina• 1813Ci) llonotml .. 

ou tcmaht ln 'tho Old '!'oatament beacme oOPl'llpted• o1om!•4• aacl 

mt aundoz-atoo. ecauso the IaNel!tea, 1lke all peopl•• .,... 

■lntul nc1 "Ono to ov11. 

Tllo wz,!tol' of onea1.a atatea OD4'• eup.--. and oa1l• 

neeo wl on e uscv!bc,e to Outl tho oroatlon of t.1111 entlN wOPld 

•ntl the o o:r- to crot.1 t o man fltac duat (obaptera 1•3). :&lb4!tl'a1 

achplol"'a c ot nto:r by 11• y1l16 thl t thla •rg1aent Sa nol valid 

beaa,~uo cl o.,t ,, ,r-y :rel tcton !n the wo11ld baa aaae ldea or 

o er ctor• :ood . 1'aotorle:, and Robtuon wlte1 

Bu t b t 10 .... dtllo o.r th elshtb oentU17, pPobabl7 mnab 
narl1or. the be11ot ln Yahweh a■ tba UasteP or the pby­
olc.ol un•va?'so Ju1a grectl:,, cleveloped, and found ezPN•• 
s1on ! . t ~1e myths ot ereutlon •• • • n17 people wbtoh 
Odo t ad a, oh a :,th made lta DIIII •tlonal del- tlle ml'D. 
T.11 ts 1n 1 to Gumo1'1on tonn lt I■ Bnll1 who de■b078 U. 
Cbaoo-monote~, 1·n B&lbJlonla, lt t■ .. 1'11uk"• ancS 1n A•apla 
lt 1s Aahur.u . 

eut lt a ->uot s plausible to aaaae tlJat beeauae or ala 

the vor1ouo eo .. lo rort-:ot tho ooa who bad aNatecl th-. llben 

tbeJ tr1od to oxylo1n thol11 ealatenae, tber atll'lblated lbla 



OI'O. · -o r,ou 1,'> t"l t,· .G . 1"' l oc~1 p~ 3!1 dc:tt y. Other t'8l1 !ODS 

cJ,:, ,:,ot er t :, i-:.=it;C'! t · o concept -:,t o Gotl t1h o crcmtcd tho 

no:r1<1 , ~ o~ · • '\... · ... fo 

Cl" · ·1 , i'l w tbo r.oc1 u·,o !I. o "ep1•eoontcd n.e curG1JJG t"'io 

ea.rt,. ~ re.,: :,("' Qf A nm ' ~ e!il . ncl a.o oo'f1da:n "i.J a.11 cen to 

d G., .. G 1 ,"cc ... uro o::i.' "ji ,uo-t·, · ,o a 1.m1·.rorco.1 Goc.1 and not fl local. 

Tho Flood .. 
·";" c Lt>~·t1 lo ··ed. doffl'l 1.,1,on t h G eat"t,h 2.t tho t1mo or 

Po ; 1 fl • • t ~ ':. "t: o u1ckcd..'l'!.oas qf o:m utt.s s ttcnt 1n tho 83:rth 

-,. t r • C'Vt. I - ........ .a; .,t!.on or t· .o thourhts of h! G hml"t .m.a - . .... . . 
, 11· · 1 ">n.·:.~n1.,n,].l.y 1 " He ec:1 ad, "I u1ll lot 'JUt ·Clm'! wll-Jm 

I "'\Vcs or · --.t ,, • " (l'!cno :1.Q (!: :~-7) Ti cr ei'o!'e He coffl:'l~:nded Nech• 

- •" t·1· ... 1, 1oma!n d fo1 t t;,.f\tl to JJ1 . 1 to bu1ld a.n :,.ztk 

t., :e t :o ot' v ary !--:!nd or o..n1ma.1 into !t 1n orde!' to 

l1.ft o:- ln~:1 p.ed i"1niohed 'U1141na tb.e a.rk onl'I 1134 

··1c n _ o.lc and • "',.. ·:·:n f a.t"'!lily 1nt'l the t?.!'k, God 

~en" :2 at or-. c ,d . n oocl 11 '!icn doatroyed a11 life 1n tho 

c.nt1lO t•;ovl r c:::oopt t 10 pGO!)le antl c.1'111:!olo in t ,e, a rlt. .(Gen. 

7,:21-2?. ) ThQ ~o<l '"Tho cn.n. destroy ell llf o 11111ot be the 

fbrao sc.101 .. ioepco1a"'..ly Albr1cJlt7) ~c11eve 'tha.t tbe 

story o" the i'lood J.EJ 0?4y a DJ"th, althr>Ut.9,h a un1vorsel. myth, 
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and that the story was h1ghl7 1ntluenoe4 b7 later wr1tera. 

It is pointed out that thla waa onl7 a local flood whioh wa■ 

aauaed b y some geophysical ahangeJ perhaps aome mountain 

range shifted and let the sea tloo4 the land. It 1• ea■7 to 

aee from the topography ot the Meaopotamian valley and or 
Palesti ne tha t only a slight change 1n the eorth1a SUl'faoe 

would flood t hnt area. However, no one baa been able to 

prove t hat the deluge d1d not actually aover the whole earth. 

Albright writes: 

Studied 1n the light of their geograph1aal d1tf'u■1on 
oorta1n crea tion-myths and espea1ally the 1117th of the 
Groat Flood appear as among the oldest rellgloua 
i nheritances of mankind, slnaa the7 are tofld anaoqg 
primitive tribes on both aontlnenta ••• • 

Jlany of the fossils and muoh of the aroheologlaal data wh1oh 

are attr ibuted to the numeroua ,"1oe-agea" oould be better 

explained a s the result of a ooam1o nood. 

The God of Genesis from Adam to Roah 1■ beat deaorlbed 

1n the words of c. G. Monteflore, 110od waa the one G_od, the 

only God, the God to whom all flesh draw■ and will draw nigh. 

Be was no tribal or national God, but the God or the whole 

earth, the Lord of Creati on, the universal Pather.119 

' 8 
~-- p. 201. 

9o. a. Jlontet1ore, 8 The Old Te■tament and Juda1■m•• 
Reao~d and Revelationf Edited by B. w. Robin■on (Oxtord1 
Ciarend"oitPrea■, iOSe, P• 433. 



The Patl'1a:rah■ 

'l'lle en t - re vu1• ose o!' tho - covenants ea tabliahed b7 Go4 

with Abr hnm., t he fatr1erche• and later with the ah!ldren ot 

Israel under izoaos was not to exclude the other na t1on■, but 

lt crn a method by which God used the tn ~or the benetlt or 
tho many . Iorael ~as oat apart aa a·mlaal0Da17 people to hold 

aloft the t orch of rovelntlon until the t'Ulneaa ot natlona 

we~ s atho~ed into God 1p told.lo 

Yahneh's covenant with Ia:rael was not the aat ot a 

no.t_o~,al od but on a.ct of unlveraa.1 mora7. It vas not due · 

to nn7 v1rtuo or merit of hora that God aeleote4 hor 1D 

Preference t o sorno other nation.- (Deut. 7:7-8; Amoa 3:18J 

liooaa 11:1) In fact• thore were tlmea when the conduat ot 

Israel waa QO rampantly QV11 thot no baala whatsoever r,,. 
divine favor could be diacemed. (Pora graphlo plature or 
God 'a :narc~., :::nd love f'or an undeserving nation read Boaea 1-s.) 

By chooains Israel from all the nation•• over vh1oh He . 

had full sovereignty, God pre,PGred and tra1ne4. tor Blmselt a 

people• by means ot whom 1 t ••• JU.a purpose• when the 1'ulneaa 

of t1me should oome, to draw all other• to B1mael~. o. B. 

Wrlgbt aaya: 

Yallweh1a covenant with Abrabam (In thee ahal1 811 the 
families of the earth be ble■aed, or In th1' ae

1
ec1 aba11 

all the tam111ea of the earth bl••• tbe■■e1veall) 

10John Adam■,· Israel'• Ideal, OJI Studle■ J!l.014 Te■taaent 
Theolog (Edlnburglil t. & t. di.ii• 1809)• P• DJB-;--

1J.oenea1a l81SJ l81l8J 881181 Aat■ a188J Oalatlan■ a1a. 
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0 :p r os oe o t ho t I1oue:;ht that God had oho■en I■Nel ln 
order t hat all tho poople or the eaz-th use heP n•e tn 
the f or mula by uh1oh tho7 aeok bla■11ng tor themaelvea.18 

It !s 1nte~ont1&m to note that ru Yuelle~. th.a man who 

lnt:roduced t he concept ot henothe1arn aa7a, "flle ta1th ot 

Iar el. f 1ch s od to r equire the admlaa1on of a monothelatle 

1natinct i s trac d bnck to one man, to hlm 11n whom all 

tam11 :teo of th o J"th t1hall be b,leaaed. ••18 .!le contlnuoa to 

aay 1;1m t the 0 1:l'· ~ way t hin fa1 th onn be explalned la to . 

assume e s poc1 1 di vine reve~atlon. 

t ·hon A r ahrun wao tnlk!ng to the Lord ahortl7 bef'ore the 

cleatrnnt!on o:r ·ono:n nd ·"or:<1or!'ah, he aake4. 8 Sball not the 

.l''lldEo ot: all t ho oarth do r1ghtt• , (Oeneala 18185) Theae 

•o~<ls 1ncl1ce {#e cleRrl:, that Ab~ had·monothelat!a oon- · 

v1ot 1ons. Rov,ley, hm,ever, &Rya that thla le lnaoncluatve 

evid,enoe • e 1nco , brabam doe a not den1 the ex1atenae of otbe• 

6Dda.14 ~ho v.ords nevertheleaa .atate expl1altl7 bb~t Abraham 

thought God ~ns the Judge ot all~ woz-ld. 

This ~.?o othet st1c i'a :!. th or Abraham ancS God 111 aovenant 

•1th hi m nere pas- ed on to nnd NnewecS wlth Iaaaa and Jaaob.16 

120 . F.. ~right. The Old Testament agalnat lta Envlranment 
(Chicogo: e nry P.e nary Company, 108d). P• 81. -

1~Bax Mueller• Eaaa1■ on the Solenae ot Rellglon. Vol. I 
ln Chifa from ,a Garman Woz-k11iop Orn tori1c1birie■ SoPlbne•'• 
Sona, S9WT;'"9p. 367. . 

14JJ. H. Rowley, 'l'he Fa~th or. J:1rael (Lolldon1 s. c. •• 
Presa, 1956), tootl'lote on page ff. 

lSoeneala as:,, 88114. 


