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piety and understanding of the people.29 As a consequent 

reaction to these abstracting tendencies there appears te 

arise an understandable desire for more immediate raligicus 

experioncs, for the apparent dicorepancy vetween the abdso~- 

lute transcendence of God, the sovhisticated and formalized 

articulations cf the councils, and ths actual needs and 

level of the people, left a gulf between the two.2+ The 

Gappadocian Fathers reoognized the problem and in answer to 

the situation they appear to have encouraged the use of the 

Sacraments.2* 

Added to the Sacramental epporatus of the Church, how- 

ever, there seems to have arisen also the use of the synbol 

&8 & means toward experiencing something of the transcend- 

ental nature of religious experience. Karl Schwarzlose in 

his etudy of the Iconoclastic Controversy has deuonstrased 

the importance that the symbol played in the thinking of men 

likes Origen and Gyprian.?3 It was Neoplatonic thinking which 

was more firmly to secure the place of the symbol in the life 

  

Hpoid., 9. il. 

31109, cit. "“Neben dem offisisllen 'Glauben! entstehen 

héus verborgene Kanacle, die jenes Beduerfnis des Nenachen 

speisen. So haben einst die alten Gnostiker neben ihre 
Heo- 

wythologzische Theologie die Mysterien geatellt und euch Ne 
platonicuie hat See e re eeaoeen neben ceiner Metaphysik die 

Nysterien gepflegt.* 

57L00, itis 

S3gchwarzlose, op. git., pd. 12 ff.   
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of the Church and help solve numerous problems in the cultis 

ana theological Life of the people. ‘Ths symbol becene a more 

immediate moans whereby the individual could at least ox- 

periencs by sight what had been abstracted by reason, for 

8S Sesberg remarks: 

Dae Symbol = so Gachte man es sich neuplatonisch =- ist 
die Sachs. Nit dem symbolischen Akt erhaelt man das 
Ding selbst...im Bllde oder im Kreuz, im Wasser oder 
in Sroté und Wein ist Christus selbst gegeben und ge- 
genuaertig. 5+ 

Neovlatonic thinking appears to have made ite chief inroads 

into the life of the Eastern Church through the theological 

contributions of men Like Gyril of Alexandria, Dionysius the 

Aveopogits, and Maximus Confessor, Yinding expregsion in the 

theologicen? and cultic writings of these mene 

That forn of Greck theological thought which was te ; 

best illustrate the primary inclination of the Eastern char- 

acter appears to find expression in the distinctive dootrine 

and teaching of Monophysitiem. Monophysitism appears to 

have derived ita original lnyetus from the writings of Gyril 

of Alexandria.?? Gyril's chief idea appears te be to 

  

5 seebers, Qn. eit. 9 Ll 523. 

"3this 41s not to say that Cyril of Alexandria was & 

lionophyeite but rather that Cyril's controversy with Hestorius 

led him to over-stntements concerning the person of Christ 

which were to. result in an elimination of the significance 
of the humanity of Ghrist, the precise opposite of oe 8 

original intentions. Gf. Seeberg, II, 311: ser ate a 
Homousie wie der Monophysitianus haben entgegen-R1lc Sung i 

Wirkt, als sie gemeint waren. Sie soliten Gott den Hens ne 

Rahe bringen, aber sie haben in Wirklichkeit seine Konkrete 
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emphasize the Godhead of Christ in the human Christ. dSee- 

berg summarizes: 

Was Cyrlli will, ist hiernach klar. Sr will die Cotte 
heit in der geschichtlichen Gestalt Christi lebendig 
und konkret sehen und empfinden, keine logisohne Schranke 
soll dieccem Beduerfnis nach Lebendiger Anschauung ent- 
Gegenstshen. Eo ist die echt griechische Neigung - gie 
tritt snacter bel dem Areopagiten ganz deutlich zutage 
und sis fuehré schliesslich cur Bildertheologle - 1m 
Konkreten und Sinnlichen das Ewige und Goottliche cu 
schauen und zu spueren.J5¢ 

The Monophysite doctrine was to find conciliar expression 

in the "Robber Council of Ephesus” (431). It was to settle 

the Monephysite problem thet the Emperor and the Pope 

Goslesced in calling the Council of Chalcedon in 451. As 

was the ease, however, although the Council of Chalcedon was 

to settle the question of ths two natures of Christ con- 

cilierly, Lt apparently did not eliminate the Monophysite 

persvasion from the spirit of the Eastern Churon. 7? 

Canteen merererqnres TESTE EDU Pe TEATS 

Offenbarung zurueckgeworfen in die Transcendenz der abso- 
luten abstrakten Gottheit." See alco Pelikan, op. Git... De 
529. 

eseevers, op. cit., pe 226. 

57a, Peldkan, op. .» Dds 932 ff. See also Harnack, 

OR. git., utr, 153: fetes pale (Leo's Tome) was proposed 

‘ena dictated by the West in the person of Bishop Leo and was 

approved by the Emoeror; it was regarded in the West os the 

simple and unchanged creed of the Fathers, in the East as a 
compromise which was felt by sowe not to be sufficiently 

8 Also 
orth ad by of to require interoretation." 5130, 

De isis ume Nasacantnges of the Chalcedonien formula made 

themselves felt in the first half of this (sixth) century. 

Great ecclesiastical provinces were in revolt, and ree 5 

ened to secede from the uiiversal Churoh. Greek pia y ore 

where showed itself to bs unsettled by the decree or ous ms 

aedon. Theology could not follow 1t; nay, it appearec vo 
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In the fifth century also the Naoplatonia concern for 

the symbol wes to secure a firm hold in the thoelogy of the 

Bast through the work of Dionysius the Areoposite. As 

Sesberg has show, the work of Dionysius was not original; 

rather 1 was s. type of rephesing and reformulation of Neo- 

Dlatonic thinking in Christian drasa, a Ghristianized Platon- 

isite 58 

. Dionysius the Areopogite established within the Bastern 

Ghurch a hierarchy of religious values which wag te have both 

eultic and deguatic ang seclesiastical ramifications. Be- 

Ginning with = conception of God in his tranacendent Being as 

he "Urgrunad," the "Unappreachable Light,"-imoossible for 

man to experience in any real cognitive sense, tho system of 

Dionysius falls into a hierarchical structure of triads and 

@ triadic hierarchical process: fewrrs , coneisting sa- 

sentially of Purification, Enlightennint, and Unification. 

Beeause Gol is a transcendent God the epistemological problex 

of knowing Him 4s constantly present. The mystery and 

airaele of 4% all is that God hos chosen to reveal Himself 

in created things. ‘The difficulties of a sharp dualism and 

transcendental Goa are resolved in the monistic immanence of 

God in erented things. This is alwaye a wos77pey ; even 

  

stifled vy the decieion, while in Monophysitiom life and 
Wovenent preveiied. 

38secberg, OD. cit., De 3156 

  

 



    
Krumbacher, on, olt., 29. 43-4 and 63. 

3? 

as the Incarnation, God becoming flicsh and revealing Hin- 

self in 2 creature, remained the Great Nyatery for the 

Hagtern Church.29 ‘The real significance of the work of 

Dionysius is suggested by Seeberg: 

Nicht in dem System des Areopagiten besteht seine ge- 
echichtliche Bedeutung. sondern sie liegt darin, 1) 
Gecs er das Christentum als eine kultische Institution 
ansehen lehrt, 2) dase er dann diese Institution sys- 
tenatisech als symbolischen Ausdruck der neuplateonischen 
Anechaumgsevelt deutet, und 3) deas er in diesen Zu- 
samnenhkang den kirchlichen Aemtern, besonders dem 
Spiskepat, eine religioea fundamentlerte Stellung von 
ueberragzondier Bedeutung suveist. An den kirchlichen 
Rang haengt dle Fachigkeit, Gottes Gnadenkreefte der 
Mensehheit zu bringen, und nit scharfer Betonun 
cranes Dionys die Noenche den Hierarohen unter. °° 

How Neoplatonic considerations, as they passed through the 

weitines of Dienyslus the Areepegite, and Nonophysitism are 

related in inclination and ultimate objectives appears evi- 

dent from the fashion in which both systems attempted to 

bring religion to the senses and net have religious exzper- 

Lense found only in the exercise of the mind. 

The Monophysite tendencies of the Eastern Church are 

reflected in the ensuing dogmatic difficulties which followed 

Joe, seeherg, on. git., IZ, 317 ff. 
Thence of Dlosrsius the Sreovogite was to remain in 

the Eastern Church until John Scotus Eregina translated the 

writings of Maximus Confessor, which containsd the writings 

ef Dionysius, into Latin in the ninth century. The use of 

the symbol appears to have become e part of the Vestern 
Chureh through the writings of the medieval mystics. Of. 

SOseeberg, O56 cit., Ii, 3156 
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the decisions of the Souncil of Chalcedon. In 482 Zene the 

Isaurien wos te oublish his "Henotikon," indiffexent to the 

Ghalcedonian dearses, volitienlly designed to sffect a 

closer union with Egyot, and hostile to the Papacy at 

Rome, 2 The result was more difficult in the East. Felix 

ILL excommunicated Acacius of Gonatantinople, thus effecting 

the first signs of resl schism between the East and the 

West. °= The dognatic controversios were to continue curing 

the reign of Anastasius, and’ finally under Justinian were 

to break out again in the affair of the “Three Chapters." 

The resultant fifth ecumenical council in Constantinople 

(553) “vondered an official exegesis of the Chaicedonian 

formule in terms ef the theology of oyriz. 993 Just previous 

to the dogmatic developments of the Iconoclastic Controversy 

Honotheletieam, the dogmatic offspring of Monophysiticu, was. 

to find an upsurge during the reign of the Heraclian Dynasty. 

Lt was vigorously contested by Maximus Confessor and gon- 

denned by Rome. &% Menotheletiem was condemned officially at 

both Truliian Syneds (680-681) and 692, marking an anti- 

climactic split between the East and the West, as Koehler 

  

Slrpig., pp. 270 ff. 
hi 627532. , De 27l. CL. Mairbt, Ode eit., De. &h. cz. 

Pelikan, op. oit.e, pe 932. 

S32e1ikan, oD. ght.) De 933: 

Glos, Seeberg, op cit., Il, 298 ff. See alse Harnack, 

Qp. cit., Tit, 157. 
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points aut, 93 Further doguatie developments uwniaue to the 

theclogy of “astern Christendom were to find demonstration 

in the theological development that surrounded the Icono- 

clastic Gontrovarsy. 

The suggested dosmatic differences between the East and 

the West npoear to find expression also in the particular 

cUltle develooments of the Latin and Oriental Ghurches. “in 

adjudging early Liturgical practices 1% appears that the 

Rastern Church was to develop a fixed liturgical form, fol=- 

lowing in vcather close harnony the earlier Hebrew customs. 

The Western Church, on the other hand, developed a liturgi- 

chi yeas more clastic in expression, making concessicns often 

to the particular culture in which 1% found teers, © The 

linguistic differences of the East and the Vest have been 

noted in the first chapter of the thesia. 

Fron the time of the fourth century on the cultic de- 

velopments of the Fast ond the Vest show a progreasively 

disparate character. In the astern rites there is noted at 

the time of the fourth century, end varbicularly from the 

tims of Cyril of Alexandria in the fifth century, an in- 

  

SSkoenler, 09. Gite, De 165. 
66.0 — ¥ nicht Gf. J. H, xurtz, Lehr h dex Eirghencosehsohts 

(Geiger Awcuat Newann's Verlag, 1690), 2, 300. 

 


