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been c¢alled, a 1life which will culminate in the perfect free-
dom of the children of Cod when the Creat Day comes. le 18
free from the Jews and their Iaws, from the Gentiles end
thelr Iawlens slavery to the flesh, from the weak and thelr
Beruples, and, indeed, from all people and the bends that
confine them and with which they seek to biné others. The
Christisn miseionsry stande free in Ckrist, equal in lilm to
all brothere, whether they be bond or free; he stands free in
Christ, sustnined by Him when 8ll earthly categories lose
thelr im-ortunce end gll wen suffer the relgn of the demon
beagts in on age that 1s swiftly reaching its conclusion; he
will stoand free in Christ on the Desy when his Loré comes in
glory snd ell men seel to hide frou ils wrath. Tut, as will
be seen in succeeding chapters, in love he briongs kis free

eelf into the service of others, inviting them to taste the

frecdom that he knowe inm Christ.




CHAPTLR III
THE MICSIONARY: "IN THE LAW OF CHRIST"

Faul montione two importent things ebout the mission-
ery'es neture in 1 Corinthlans 9:19-2%, One, th2 point dis-
cussed in chapter two, ie that he is free; the other is that
he is "in the Lew of Christ (ZVigass Xocorrod)." This point
vwill be dealt with here.

Mon connot be free in a vacuum.(cp. Matt. 12:43-45},
Sveryone is free from one person, povernment, ete., by vir-
tue of sul jectlon to amother. Faul could be free from all
men, their cleims, and their konds, only Al he were sutject
to comeone else. The Other in his case was Christ. He could
be free from th: law of sin and death, but only by belng set
free by the Law of the Epirit of Life in Christ Jesus (Rom.
2:2). Preul was free from lawlessnese ac well, but thst very
foct edgnole the "salutary subordinstion of bis will."l ‘“He
feele incdependent of all men, low end kigh, 1n vord end deed.
Ané yet he inowe he has to ssrve:t he is bound in Christ."2

According to Godet, reperdlese of one's conclusione a-

bout the textual problems in verse twenty-one, he must

1Orello Cone, Ffaul: the Man, the Misgionory, ond t
Tencher (New York: Nacmillan co.. 15985. Pe %E

2Hans iedell, "The Idea of Freedom in the Teaching of

ggz gﬂostle Yaul, anglionn Theologicol Heview, XXXII (1¢5C),
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recognize that raul dlscussee "three woral ptates: a life
without low, that of the Gentlle; a life under the lew, thet
of the Jew (Rom. vil.); enéd a 1ife ip the law, that of the
believer (fom. vill.)."> In the first cace, the human will
is free to follow ite natural tendencles; in the second, it
is obedlent to en externsl authority, but only by force; "In
the third, the humen will is identifled by the Spirit of
Christ with the Divlne Lawj! comp. Jer. xxxi. 33-“4 The -lact

staterent i somewhot extreme Af one takes identifisd in the

cense of ecguated. It le perhaps en overstatement of the fect
that the Spirit of Christ makes & person love, and, therefore,

keep the whole Law (of whichk love is the fulfillment).
To Be In the lew of Christ--To lLove es e Loved

Foul wes "under law to Christ" and urged his followers
to "fulflll the lew of Christ."® Tbis reference is to
Calatlone G:2, where Paul follows an exhortation to restore
8 sinnling trother in meekness and watehfulness with the com-
mand, "Carry each other's burdens, and thus fulfill the Law
of Christ." %leewhere, he could urge the bellevers to do

everythlng to God'es glory, being careful to offené no one,

3Frecerick Godet, Commeptary op St. Faul's First Epistle
Xo the Corinthilanes, trenllnted from the Frengh by 4. ¥ Ae. Cusin
(Eainburgh: T. & T« Clark, 1889-1850), II, 3835

4;-—:‘ 18.

SMorton Scott Enelin, The Zthice of Psul (New York:
Harpsr & Prothere, 193%), p. 57.




19

"Just as I eleso pleace everyone 1in everything, not secking
my own advantage (a-y:qg,om/). but that of others. BSecome
follovwers L@p«nru{) of me, just g8 I aleo an of Christ" (1
Cor. 10:31 to 1l1:1). Such following of Christ 1s no easy
task, for, as Staulffer says of Jesus, "He requires whole-
heerted decision for God so uncompromisingly as to dilscourage
his hesrers."6

Whot is the keynote of following Chriet? What is the
fulfilling of Hls Lew? It is love. Paoul sums up well the
relationehip between freedom in Christ and subjectlon to the
aw of Christ in Golatians 5:13: "You were called to freedom,
bretiwen; only do not use your freedom @as an opportunity for

the flesh, but torough love be servants of one another."
What ¥ind of love?

Whet sort of love is it that 1s involved In keeping the
iavw of Ghriai? In one place Faul says that the entire Law is
suamed up in one couwmand: "You shell love your neighbor as
yourself" (Gal. 5:24). It seems that Faul makes gelf-love
the best desoription of the Jove that fulfills the iaw of
Christ. EBut thls is an incomplete picture. In perhaps the
most tender pascage that he wrote about eactive love, Faul

wakes a yet higher comparison: "Huobends, love your wives

6cottfried quell and LEthelbert Stauffer, Love (London:
Adam and Charles Blaek, 1948), p. 45.
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Just ae Chriet also loved the Church and gave Himself in her
bebelf" (uph. 5:25). There it 1s: "As Christ loved the
Church.” A more universelly-binding statement occurs in
Epheslans 5:2, “wWalk in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himeelf up for us." Another statement by Faul, "Carry each
other's burdens, end thus fulfill the Lew of Christ" (Gal. 6:
2), may vell reflect Christ's besring of our burdene in His
own body on the tree. This act of Christ was the highest ex-
Presplon and oxemple of love in humen history. To lay one's
life cdown for others (John 15:13)~--this is whst it means to
be "in the lLew of Christ." Here the Psuline snd Johannine
concepts of love are one,

'he purrose of God's love 1ls not merely or primerily
thot we should return love to Him (Paul rarely spsake of lov-
ing Cod), nor is 1t "that we shouvld attain freedom for our
own oslkes.," Raether, 1t is that the person who ie colled .
should in love end freedom serve his neighbor (Gal. 5:13:.).7
Paul says thet men responds to God'az love with faith; the ex-
perionce of God's love also releases love within him thet
findes 1te object in other people. To this cervice of love
Paul éevoted himeself. reople may have been puzzled, Schlatter
obzerves, es they sow Paul living now like @ Jew, now like a
heathen. But i1f this conduct seemed inconsistent, vacillet-

ing, =nd incecisive, it wos not so. It all grew out of the

TIbid., p. 57.
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sume soll, out of this: that roul woas in the Law of Christ
énd willed whot Jesues willed. Throuph Christ he hed been giv-
en the love that woulé let him be an enemy neither to the Jew
nor to the heethen. It ves a love that did not, on sccount
of Jewlsh pins, moke light of the gift of God bestowed uron
Isrnel, unor di¢ it, on sccount of Gentile sins, consider the
calling of the heathen to bo lmpossible.. Rather, it showed
to 21l the Christ in whom all that Cod Envé them was com-
plete, snd in whom 211 that man hed ruineé was made whole.
This 1 why Feul oould do suech different things: he was

4

ready endé sble to do anything--except to break the Law of

i 8
Lnriet,

The law of Christ in John

One 1s jJustlfied in comparing the Paulline and Johannine
concepts of the Law of Christ. The thread of similarity not
only rune through their commands &nd urgings to love, but ap-
pears also in their teschings atout the Source of that love.
When Faul gays thet the wonder of it all ie that God loved us
whlle we were still sinners (Rowm. 5:8), aLd that our freedom
and love come throuph the act of Christ, he dose not aiffer
from Seint John. For we reaé in 1 John 4:10-11,

In this 1e love, not thot we have loved Cod, but that
He loved ue and zent Hie son os the propitiation

8 -
Adolf Schlatter Erlaeg;e;gggap 2zum Ne Testoment
(Stuttgert: Calwer Vb;einsbnohhand ung, 192i§, II, ©2.
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(2)d27nﬂ/) for our sine. PReloved, if Cod thue loveéd
un, ve also oupght to love one another.

ind agnin, in verses 19-21 of the same chapter,

iile love beenusne He first loved um. If anyone says,

"I love 4od," end hates hic brother, he ie ¢ liar;

for the one who does not love his brother, whom he

hoees secen, 16 not astle to love Cod, Whom he has not

seen. And this command we hove frow hilm, thet the

one vho loves Cod must love also his brother.
In view of these baslc simileritlies between Feul and John, it
1z an unjustified distinction that Stauffer makes in hia
Flttel article when he soys that for Paul love was the prin-
¢iple of the Christien worlé being built up here and nov amid
the contemporary cosmile crlaiﬁ.g roth Paul and Jobhn thought
of love as o force in the present world., For @& fuller under-
sltanding of this Christ-given, Christ-formed love, a survey
of John'c teoching io in orderj for At is he who recorded the
netltutlion by Christ of His new coumand to love, and his
wrltings are permected with thot concept.

In chapter thirteen, verses thirty-four and thirty-five
of the Cospel of John we read,

& new command I em giving to you, that you love each

other--Jjust 8s I loved you, that you also love one

another. By thie all %will knovw that you are my dis-

ciples, Af you huve love among yourselven,.
In chopter fifteen, verses twelve, thirteen, and seventeen,
Jasus repeated,

This 1s ny command, that you love each other Jjust &aas
I loved you. OCreater love than this no one has, than

9Quell and Stauffer, op. clt., p. 6l.
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that comecone laye down his 1life in behslf of his

{:igng:éh.oahér.Thia I am commanding you, that you

Thle commond wae @ vital force in the early Church. For
thet resson the elderly Jobn eould write in hic first letter,
"Baloved, I an not writing @ new cousand to you, but an old
command which you have had from the beglinning; the olé com-
mand 1s the word which you hearé" (1 John 2:7). Yet, re-
Tflecting the very worde of hip Master, ke could immedlately
add, "Apeln, I oam writing @ new command to you, which 1z true
in Him oné in you, beecause the derkness is departing 2nd the
trve Light i1s slready shining" (1 Jobn 2:8). Ané what does
it mean? Tow Coes one show thet he is walking in the Light
(vhich phrose one wmight call the Jokannine equivalent of in
Christ)? "The one vwho loves his brother remeins im the Light
e o « but the one whe hates bis brother is walking in the
dariness" (1 Jehn 2:10-11).

What 1a this Word which the Christiane hadé hearé from
the beginningy It 1s, "That we should love each other" (1
dobn 3:1l). Ieter, John saye plainly what Feul also inti-
mates 1n 1 Corinthians $:21, that tho command of God and the
comnend of Christ are onme: "And this 1s His [the Father'sg]
command, that we bellieve the Name of lils Son, Jesue Chrilst,

ané that we love each other" (1 John 3:23).
The lLaw of Christ in Faul

Reference has been made to souwe of the outworkings of
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the Law of Christ in the theology of Saint raul,1° Byt in
Speaking cf the commend of Christ to love, one can hardly
leave out the Camed thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians.
Here Salnt Faul points out, while urging the Corinthians to
grenter love in the uee of thelr gpifts, that great linguistio
0bllity untempered by love 1o empty noise (ve 1). Spiritual
Inecipht and prophetic ability and mighty falth--nome of them
mates snytbhing of a person who has no love (v. 2). Ané there
is no proflt in 4%t Af » person glves up all he has and aven
hande over bis body to be burned, but doss 1t all without
love (v, 3). _

The love of which yaul speaks sceks the gond ol the
other rersen. It doem not seek Ate own (v. 53 ¢p. 1 Cor. 10:
23, /m.fg\; o favTol BncebTd, XX T2 Toi s'z'.s,’oau e It
exhibits the fullept potience, kinénens, and joy at the wel-
fere and prosperity of others; it 1s not Jjealous, boastful,
insletent, irritable, or resentful (vv. 4-5}. It rejolcea in
richt; bvearo, believes, ond enduree all things (vw. 6-7). It
iz, in fact, the preatest lasting thing 1n @ world of tran-
sience~(vv, B-13).

The opening versos of the second chapter of Fhilippians
are alao a powerful aduonitlion to love. Verses three anc
four are especially worthy of note:

Do nothing from selfishness or concelt, but in humllity

1Cg ra, pp. 19=21,
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count others better then yoursgelvec, Let oczch of

you loolk not only to his own interests, but also to

the interecete of others.
How 1s thir to be accomplished? Throurh a8 contemplation of
the love Jesucs siowed when He "huobled Himself and become o-
bedient unto death, even the death of the cross" (Fhil, 2:5-
8). Here, too, the love thet willingly smcrifices for others
le boced on end patterned after Christ's love for the Church.

In vrief, Foul's grosp of the Law of Christ 1s like
Jebn's. Doth men stané on the same foundation, that of Jesus

Christ Ilimself. They both know the Low of Christ; the conm-

mand to love each other as Christ hac loved us.
Summary

Christianity was for igul a relicion of liberty, as the
Tiret chorter ewphacized. Freedom can almoet be thought of
88 "ths central motive [pid) of Paul's maaaagea“ll The
Christian, Feul being no exception, ie freed from all earthly
fetters end stonds or falls to his cwn Mester. This une
Faul's assurance,

From all human jJjudgments he could arpeel to thet of

Christ, and in this assurance he paseed through the

world with a oplendié cense of izmunity, [sic] He

sat loose to all trudiiéon and opinlion ané went fear-
lessly on his own way.

1lirnest F. Scott, "The Religlon of Paul," The Varleties
of New Testement Religplon (m.p., €.1943}, p. 112,

19;‘2!-20. Pe 113,
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Thet woy was marlked by the Leaw of Christ, by the command to
love others as Christ had loved him. Apainst the danper of
living carelessly according to ono's liberty Faul placeéd the
needad check of 3232.13 This emphaels, which penetrated to
the beart of the Christien Yescape, became his theme aong.l4
Stending in the Law of Christ involved the secrifice of every
freedon and ripght, A nsed be, for the benefit of other needy
bumen telinps. In this Paul feollowed the footsteps of his
lord, who, in the rarable of the Good Semsritsn,

doctroyed the old centripetel grading system, in

which the centre wes 'I', (sic] but retained the idea

of the neighbor as organlzing principle and figneea
8 new cystem, in which the ocentre was 'Thou.'

13Johennes Welss, The History of Frimitive Christianity,
completed efter the suthor's death by Rudoli inopf, trans-
lated by four friends, ond edited by Frederick C, Grant (New
York: Wilson-trickson, ¢.1937), II, 559.

Y4camond D. £o The ho Christisn World
Edm « Zoper e Fhilogophy of the Christisn Wor
Hleslon (lNew York: Abiﬁgﬂon—cokesbury rreen, c.1943), PpP. 7i=
T2.

15,ue11 and ctauffer, op. clt., p. 47.




CHAPTER IV
THE MISSIONARY: MAN WITH A COAL

The previous chapters have pointed out that the mission-
ary is & man who 1s free in Christ from all people, but who
loves o1l people beeouse he is in the Law of Christ. God
mode him that bind of rereon. This ohapter will deal eepe-

clally with the goal Goé sete up for the man He has made.

-

Thet posl wos stated by Jesus when He sald, "Go anéd make

lsciples of sll nsticns" (Matt. 28:1¢). In 1 Corinthians

a7

:18-23, Ieul restetes the gool in hie own way: to live in
such a woay ae to pein & hearing for the Gospel, and thus to

tecome ite partner in the work of gaining, or saving, some.
To Caln the lMore

In verce nineteen of his first letter to the Corinthions
Paul spesite of ensleving himself to all people in order thot
be mipht gain ©Tols er.Ec’an;.l This phrose demends some ex-
plenctlon, Codet points out that the words have been veri-
ously interpreted. The opinions he indicaten are,

Rueckart: as meny 8s possible; Nesnder, Hdwards: wuore
then I should heve gained without that; de Wette, Heyer,
flolsten: the greater number of those to whom I presch;
Felnricl: more thon those whow I hed geined by sct-

ing otherwiee; Hofman, Alford: in greater number than
those who have been coanverted by others.

linfra, p. 71, for text-critical note.
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Codet bimcelf feels that in order to take best sccount toth
of tha article and of the comparative it should te rendered,

"To gain them (these nﬁﬂfﬂg) in greater number than I should

have done by ecting otherwise."? The opinion recorded in the
Arnét-Giopgrich lexicon Giffers somewhat. The editors feel
thet thourh the phrase can poseibly usan Lhe maljority, or
mort (ep. 1 Cor. 10:5; 15:6), the better sense ig, "The oth-
ere, the regt." In thie context, it would refer to those
other tlen Faul himeelf,? W%ith such vldespread scholarly
rgurent stlll raping over the guestion, one cannot hope to
cettle {he problem here. Whatever the ultimate and exact
fense, Faul le gurely indiceting thet he, as an Apostle (as
0 wiculionary) desired to save Just as many o8 he could possi-
bly briuvg te felth through the Gospel.

K£,0<fdtlwc). too, 1s ¢ vord of greet luportance in 1
Corinthlape 9:19-23, Ite porist subjunctive form occurs Tive
times in the text in es many (¥« clauses. These clauses are
to ke tolten in their ususl final sense; they point out the
purpose of the other msctivitles Feul cdescrlbee in connectlon
with them., is purpoece, then, was to gain people. Nut to
goain them in vhat senee?

e

2“reaer1ck Codet, Conmentary on £t. Peul's Pirst Epistle
to the Corinthiens (Tdinbursh T. & T. Clark, 1 ‘50-9 ). 11,

E*I

3y. ®. rrndt.end F. W. Oingrich, A Greek-Enslisk Lexicon
e llew Testecment nnd cthar Far1¥ ghristian lLiterature
U P ) D B D r

of
» PP. C05-C

th Cther
(Cemtrigge : Univereity Freess, C.
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In Hatthew 25:16ff. the word /ce/Jdt’w is vsed to de-
Beribe profit muking. (One feithful steward, for exaﬁple, re-
ported that he had peined five other talents wiﬁh the five
that hic master had piven him (v. 20, ZA\« 7fvce Th=vTa
£W¢mﬁunx). Jesus Himself moved the term into a spiritual
context when He seid, iz Matthew 16:24-26,

I anyone wiches to come after me, let him deny himself,

aud lot him take hie oross, and let him follow me.

« Uor what will it profit a man to gozin bqu'aub»)

thc whole world and lose his 1ife?
In Metthew 18:15, Jesus moved the concept into the human and
rereonal sphere. Speaking of the outreach of love to the
erring Chrictien, He epoke of gaining the brother. UDodd says
that 1 Corinthiene G:10-P3, the peesage here discussed, best
1llustrotes the sense of the latter Hatthew paasase.4

Godet revoltes ageinst the icdea thot K;ﬂvﬁ{ﬂ@ in such a
minslonery context as 1 Corinthiane 9:19-23 1s & technical
term for outreasch to the unbeliever--to gain eomeone for the
falth or Cospel. He feels thaet the meaning 1s purely natural.

Paul, he seye, reparded someone's conversion ae a personal

gein. The reason, essys Codet, 1s that Christ's poseessions
were Fpul's; the latter's gailns for Christ were rart of his
Wases.5 One can, however, hardly get away from something of

a tecknicsl sense, as even Godet indicates by using the term

qcharlea H. Dodd, New Testome s;gdieg (Manchester:
Hanchester University'Prua 1953), Ge

S@odet, op. cit., p. 36.



