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Kretzmann: Externalism and Sacramentalism

Externalism and Sacramentalism. 57

ioixft bu @ott finben, bann tirjt but alle Fragen bon ber ewigen Gnadens
toall auflsfen ¥mmen, foelde den fleifdilichen Menfdjen toten. Wenn du
empfindeft, bafy bic ber Sofn gefalle; twenn dbu did) an ihm ergdfeit,
bdaB er bir gugute cin Heined Kind getvorden ift; fwenn du anfingit,
ibn Tiebgugelvinnen: dann fei getroft und Halte gemwif dafiir, “daf du
gu der Babl ber Glerechiten gehsrit und did) der Water gegogen Fabe,
nidht durd) cinen ber Wernunft exfennbaren (metaphysico) Bug, durd
Offenbarung und Gefichter. Denn den fonbderlidien Offenbarungen,
Entzitdungen und Gefidten, twie denn die Mindje ehemald dergleidien
ffenbarungen und Erleudjtungen gehabt Haben, foll man feinen Glau=
ben Beimefjfen. Der Teufel ijt oftmals Nrheber dicfer Dinge. . . . Biele
Baben Bier ben Hald gebrodien und jind dariiber in groge Gefahr ges
raten. Jd) aber gebe den Rat und die Erinnerung, dak du alled dicjesd
beradjteft und anfaBeft, mit dem Kinde cin Sind und mit dem Sohne
ein ©ohn gu werden. Dicfes Kind exfajje, dasd in der frippe und im
©dioge ber Mutter Tiegt. An dbemfelben ergobe didh. Wenn bir ber

d ©ohn gefdllt, wenn du den Hajt, wenn du dem anfangit und fejt an
ifm bleibjt, fo fannjt dbu bed redhten Weges nidit fehlen, nidit eigenen
Trdumen folgen nod) in irgendivcldie Gefahr geraten. Mit dicfem
©ofn Bajt du den Himmlifden BVater, du Daft den Heiligen Geijt, du
Bait bie Cngel unbd alle Nreaturen gu Freunden. Ka, ¢8 twird dir gemwif
feine Sreatur aud) nur bdad allergeringjte Leid ufilgen Fonnen.”
(Gt.2., VI, 1851.) 8

Sum Sdlup wollen ivir wicderfolen, vad wir fdon oben anges
geigt Baben, ndmlid) baf diefer Artifel jein Entjtehen ciner tiefgefithl=
ten Freude berbantt, ber Freude bariiber, dbaf fid) in ber genannten
Rezenjion cine Gejinnung ausfpridyt, die und beranlapt, nod) ecin
toeiteres 3u tun, bamit dic bon uns allen begehrte bollige Cinigleit in dex
febre crziclt werdben mige. Die EGinigung der Yutherifdien Sirdhe im
tedten Geijt und Sinn muf und um fo widtiger fein, je mehr wir die
hohe Aufgabe erfennen, die Gott der lutherijden Sirde in ben Bers
einigten Gtaaten in biefer Jeit allgemeinen Unglaubens gugedadt Hat.
Und biefe ufgabe ijt fitriwahr Hedeutend. 2 Mitller.

Externalism and Sacramentalism.

When the worship of God in the Old Testament in the form of
so-called public services was first instituted, it had a very simple
form. We are told that in the time of Enos men began to call
upon the name of the Lord, that is, to proclaim the mame of the
Lord Jehovah, Gen.4,26. This preaching or teaching was clearly
a sacramental act, just as the bringing of sacrifices, as in the case
of Abel, was a sacrificial act, very likely attended by prayer. In
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the patriarchal period following the Flood we are again shown a very
simple form of worship, the account being given in practically the
same words as above. Abraham built an altar unto the Lord and
then proclaimed the name of the Lord, Gen.12,8. Cp. Gen.13,7;
13,4.18; 21,33. Isaac followed his father's example, Gen.26,25,
and Jacob on two occasions erected an altar to the Lord, openly
confessing his faith as he did so, Gen.33,20; 385,7. The story of
Melchizedek, Gen. 14, 18—20, conveys the same impression of a very
simple, a primitive form of worship; for he was indeed n priest
of the Most High, and he received tithes at the hand of Abram;
but there is no indication of an elaborate ceremony as an cssential
part of public worship in patriarchal times. The picture remains
unchanged in the case of Job, chap.1,1.5. It is clear that the ob-
jective side of worship was the basis for the subjective expression
of the believer’s devotion in his sacrifices.

This situation was changed, to some extent, at the time of
Moses. The children of Israel, up to the time of the Exodus a family
or a band rather than a nation, became a unified body as a result
of the Exodus, and in particular due to the revelation of God on
Mount Sinai and the giving and codifying of the Old Testament
corpus iuris, Ex. 19 and 20. There ean be no doubt, on the basis of
the entire story, that the significant and essential feature of Israel's
relation to God is contained in the Lord’s opening words: “Ye shall
be unto Me a kingdom of priests and an holy nation,” Ex. 19, 6.
Yet a new clement was introduced by the Lord Himself when He
instituted a scparate priestly division or station, or hierarchy, the
members of the tribe of Levi, Num. 3, 5ff., especially vv. 12.13. 44ff.
The sons of Aaron were to be in charge of the priestly office, while
the other descendants of Levi were to have the other services of the
Tabernacle and, later, of the Temple in their charge. All the regu-
lations pertaining to the Levites indicate that the sons of Levi
were a separate order, in charge of the public functions of worship
by the Lord’s direct appointment, on the basis of the Jewish Cere-
monial Law.

This part of the Old Testament Law, the ordinances governing
public worship, regulated also every other private and public act
connected with the relation of men to Jehovah. The priests (and
the Levites) were in charge of all the sacrifices of the people, the
burnt offerings, the meat- or cereal-offerings, the peace-offerings, the
sin- and trespass-offerings of every kind. They regulated and gov-
erned the festivals of the children of Israel and later of the Jews.
All the manifold ordinances, which concerned even the most infin-
itesimal details of worship, were in their hands. It was inevitable
that many functions of their office became merely mechanieal, con-
sisting in the observance of the outward form of worship, often
without a proper regard for its inner significance and purpose.
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David, the sweet psalmist of Israel, took a great interest in regu-
lating the form of public worship and in emhancing the beauty of
the services of the Tabernaclee. He arranged for a proper division
of the Levites, 1 Chron. 23, and of the priests, 1 Chron.24. He or-
ganized a Temple orchestra as well .as a chorus, a total number of
288 men being in these organizations, 1 Chron.25. He planned the
divisions of the porters and provided for Levites in charge of the
freasures of the Tabernacle, 1 Chron. 26. All this resulted in an
elaborate and beautiful form of public service, one which could
well express the most profound emotions of a worshiping people
and give a proper outlet to their feelings of devotion. If we add
to this that the priestly vestments of the Old Testament were directly
prescribed by God, Ex. 39, just as were the furniture and the ap-
pointments of the entire Sanctuary, we obtain a clear picture of
a liturgy whose elaborateness was not exceeded to any great degree
by some of the most complicated rites offered in heathen temples.
Yet all this, under proper direction and with a proper regard for
the real objectives of worship, could well have served the purpose
which the Lord had in mind for His children at that time. For
they were children, in bondage under the elements of the world,
Gal. 4, 3.

If one nmow keeps in mind the proclivity of the children of
Isracl toward idolatry, especinlly in the Northern Kingdom, one
can well understand that all the conditions tending toward exter-
nalism and formalism were here present. David could yet sing of
his desire for the beauty of the Lord, Ps. 27,4, of his eagerness to go
to the house of the Lord with a multitude that kept holy-day, Ps. 42, 4.
The outward beauty of the services did not interfere with his devo-
tion, which was very real and true. And like him hundreds and
thousands of members of the Old Testament Church used the Taber-
nacle and later the Temple worship in the proper way, for their
edification and for the growth in knowledge of the truth which
they then possessed and of the types that foreshadowed the Messiah.
We never forget that there is a difference of degree, but never of
kind, between the Old Testament and the New Testament Church.
The believers before the time of Christ died in the same faith in
the Triune God which brings salvation to men now; only they looked
forward to the coming Messiah, while we rest our hope in Him
who has come, in Jesus of Nazareth.

But while conditions were still favorable to the promotion of
a sound and edifying worship in the days of David, and possibly
for a century or two afterwards, the situation was no longer so
favorable in the eighth century B.C. Shortly after the beginning
of that century, about 787 B. C., the prophet Amos proclaimed his
message. And what does this message reveal? That externalism,
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formalism, had taken hold of the people at large. This is nowhere
more strongly in evidence than in clup.ﬂ.sl—is “T hate, T despise,
your feast-days, and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies.
Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat-offerings, I will
not accept them; neither will I regard the peace-offerings of your
fat beasts. Take thou away from Me the noise of thy songs; for
I will not hear the melody of thy viols.” And what was the trouble
that caused this outburst of scathing denunciation? It is given
in chap. 8,11.12: “Behold the days come, saith the Lord God, that
I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread or thirst
for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord; and they shall
wander from sea to sea and from the north even to the east; they
shall run to and fro to seek the Word of the Lord and shall not
find it.” The entire Book of the Prophet Amos shows us that
there was indeed an outward observance of religious customs, with
great pomp and circumstance, with much offering of sacrifices. But
the heart had been taken out of the people’s worship by the disregard
of the Word of God. Men evidently thought that a mere outward
observance of legal ordinances, of the preseriptions of the Ceremonial
Law, was sufficient for worship. But the Lord cared nothing about
all outward forms, whether these were fastings or sacrifices or sing-
ing, if there was no true spiritual life based upon the Word of
the Lord.

The same conditions appear from the Book of the Prophet
Isainh, as we learn in particular from chap.1,11—15. There the
Lord, as in Amos, speaks with repugnance, with loathing, of the
burnt offerings of rams, of the blood of bullocks, of lambs, and of
he-goats, of the festivals of the new moon and of the Sabbaths,
of the presenting of prayers by a mere repetition of words. It is
significant that the Lord, even while the outward form of the Old
Testament worship was at the very height of its beauty and glory,
speaks with abhorrence of its external forms which were not the
outgrowth of a true inner life and that He, in the well-known
statement in chap. 6, speaks of the self-obduration of His people,
which was soon to be followed by the Lord’s judgment of obdura-
tion upon them. An emphasis upon external forms, that is, if the
inner life of the spirit is not constantly nourished and strengthened
by the sound truth of the Word of God, is bound to lead to similar
conditions of indifference, of apathy, of aversion, and of obduration.
And we remember in this connection that the Old Testament
government was theocratic, with a hierarchical polity, a fact which
becomes all the more significant when we consider the contrast
presented in the Apostolic Church.

It is true, of course, that Jesus, as a member of the Jewish
Church, observed the regulations also of the Ceremonial Law. This
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is evident from the story of His circumcision, His presentation in
the Temple, His regular attendance at the synagog and at the
festivals, His acquaintance with all the customs which had been
added to the Jewish rites as given by God. At the same time,
however, Jesus was unequivocally opposed to all ritualism and for-
malism, as His many rebukes of the scribes and Pharisees show.
He unhesitatingly and emphatically denounced the prayers which
were offered as mere lip service, Matt.7,21. The whole Sermon on
the Mount shows that the external forms of service were to Jesus
mere vehicles to bear the real offerings of faith. He tells the
Samaritan woman that neither in Jerusalem nor on Mount Gerizim
would the Father be worshiped, since those who would worship Him
in the proper way would do so in spirit and in truth, without de-
pendence upon external forms, without the need of types and symbols.
And the words of the Savior were echoed by His apostles in their
writings, by James, by the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews,
and especially by the Apostle Paul. He rebukes the Galatians for
observing days, and months, and times, and years, chap.4,10. He
calls things of this type weak and beggarly elements. In writing to
the Colossians, he likewise urges them to set aside the rudiments
of this world, not to be subject to ordinances, not to let any man
judge them in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy-day, or
of the new moon, or of the Sabbath-days, which are the shadow of
things to come, but the body is of Christ, chap. 2, 16.17.

In accordance with this attitude, these principles, we find the
worship of the Christians in the first century containing indeed
both the sacramental and the sacrificial elements, but with strongest
evidence of democracy and simplicity in form. There was mno
elaborate ritual, and even Storf (in Thalhofer’s edition of the Church
Fathers) does not dare to assert that the Liturgy of St.James is
in its entirety the work of the first bishop of Jerusalem, although
its nucleus may well be ascribed to him. This nuecleus contained
the following parts: 1) Psalm; 2) Teaching; 3) Prophecy; 4) in
some places, Tongues and their Interpretation; 5) Lord’s Supper,
including also the agape. We may well assume that the first century
had some fairly long prayers, in addition to the lections and the
preaching, and certainly some fine hymns, as the excerpts in various
books of the New Testament indicate. But there were mo special
clerical vestments, as even Kaufmann (Christliche Archaeologie,
553) frankly states: “Die Kultkleider unterscheiden sich im Urchris-
tentum nicht wesentlich von den Profankleidern und wurden uns
in dieser Form uebermitielt.” And again (p.505): Sie [die litur-
gischen Gewaender] waren, wie schon bemerkt, urspruenglich nichts
weiter als die guten Strassenkleider des gebildeten Mannes.” It was
only later that certain secular garments were modified and adapted
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for special clerical use, namely, at the time when the hierarchy had
well established itsclf. The first-century Church had no incense,
no exceptionally splendid Eucharistic vessels (the Chalice of Antioch
is placed by Kaufmann at the end of the second century), in fact,
no ritualism or formalism in any degree. Both Catholic and Prot-
estant archeologists and liturgiologists agree that the elaboration of
the early Christian ritual, its externalization and formalization, was
a matter of later development.

How did this phenomenon come about? It was due to various
causes. First and foremost among these causes was the growing
distinction between clergy gnd laity, the strong hierarchical tendency
which became manifest at the beginning of the second century, as
the letters of Ignatius and others show. This undemocratic dis-
tinetion, which was mot at all in agreement with the principles of
pastoral deportment as stated in the various books of the New Testa-
ment, soon showed itself in the adoption of garments distinctive
of the clerieal order or station, so that we find the vestries of the
larger churches in particular soon boasting a most elaborate ward-
robe of tunies, and albs, and dalmatics, and penulas (chasubles),
and palls, and stoles, and maniples, and gremials, and subuculas,
and amices, and rochets, and cassocks, and almuces, and what not.
In the second place, the changed attitude toward the Eucharist,
which soon became the Mass, must be noted, ns we shall presently
see. In the third place, the influence of the disciplina arcani is
unmistakable. The practise of withholding from sight the Euche-
ristic vessels by means of the fefravela, or curtains, hiding the altar
during the missa calechumenorum, that of withholding from the
catechumens the exact text of even the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed
until just before the redditio symboli, the first profession of faith
made by the candidates for membership, and the strange secrecy
maintained by the leaders of the Church even after the Apologists
had written their books in defense of the Christian religion reacted
in a very strange way in causing the Christians to invest certain
rites with an air of mystery and to shape their form of worship
and their art accordingly.

This tendency beeame particularly noticenble after the rise of
the great liturgies, chiefly the Clementine Liturgy, or that of Anti-
och; the Liturgy of St.James or of Palestine and Syria, often
known as the Great Oriental, which included also those of Con-
stantinople, of Cappadocia, and other cities and provinces; the
Liturgy of St. Mark, or of Alexandrin; the Ephesine-Gallican
Liturgy; and the Roman, or Petrine, Liturgy. Practically every
one of these liturgies, probably not in its original form, but certainly
in the configuration of its later development, shows an unusual
emphasis upon external rites and allegorical representation, not only
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in the matter of vesting of the clergy, but also in the diversified
chanting as practised by the lower clergy in the Ambrosian and the
Gregorian chants as well as in antiphonal chanting between the
officiating bishop or priest and the choir. It is very significant that
this gradual externalization went forward at about the same pace
as the growing impurity of doctrine. In fact, as a mnoted scholar
pointed out, externalizalion and deterioration have always run par-
allel in the Church.

And this introduces the last point of the present discussion,
namely, that of sacramentalism. It is interesting to mote indeed that
the Passover, the Old Testament “Sacrament” which is most closely
related to the New Testament Eucharist, never showed an unusual
amount of externalization and ritualization. This is very probably
due to the fact that it was celebrated as a festival of families, with
the head of each family serving as the priest for the occasion. Hence
the possibility of concentrating a special authority in the hands of the
priests was more remote. That there was, as a matter of fact, a cer-
tain amount of externalization appears from the fact that not a few
customs or rites were introduced in connection with the celebration of
the Passover which had not been commanded by God. Yet it does not
appear that a disproportionate emphasis was placed on the “sacra-
ment” as such.

But the situation was decidedly different in the New Testament
Church. No sooner had the last apostle closed his eyes in death than
not only hierarchical tendencies began to manifest themselves, but the
“mystery of iniquity” referred to by St.Paul in 2 Thess. 2 gave evi-
dence of its power in other ways, especially in the gradual corruption
of apostolic doctrine. And of this there is no more convincing ex-
ample than that of the doctrine of the Mass. The deterioration of the
doctrine of the Lord’s Supper into that of the Mass took the following
course. The concept of a sacrifice was stressed more strongly as time
went on; the doctrine of the real or sacramental presence was grad-
ually changed into that of transubstantiation; the decline of preach-
ing had as its correlate the clevation of the Sacrament into a position
emphasizing the authority and the power of the clergy as priests who
could daily renew the sacrifice of Christ’s body in an unbloody offer-
ing. (Cp. Concorbia Tueon. MoxTuLy, I, 167—183.) It was because
of the special authority claimed by the priests that the Eucharistic
vestments were regarded with such veneration, so that the chasuble
finally beeame the distinguishing garment for the celebration of the
Mass, since it was inseparably connected with the hierarchieal station
and authority. This sacramentalism became so prominent a feature
of the Roman liturgy that the preaching and teaching of the Word
finally became a very secondary issue. In most churches of the pre-
Reformation age the service of the Word had been practically elim-
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inated, and Mass alone was celebrated. To a large extent this saera-
mentalism, the insistence upon according to the Sacrament a higher
position in the service of the Church than the preaching of the Word,
is still found, particularly in the Roman Catholic Church and in other
quarters where its influence has been retained.or is again being
exerted. To one who knows the Scriptures and the Confessions of
the Lutheran Church the answer to both externalism and to sacra-
mentalism is found in the emphasis placed by the Lord on the preach-
ing of the Word as the distinctive feature of New Testament worship
and in the fact that the Sacrament derives its power and value solely
and alone from the Word, not only in the formula of institution in
itself, but in the teaching that gives to the communicants the realiza-
tion of its blessings. It is only where these truths are properly under-
stood that the Sacrament is rightly celebrated. P.E. KRETZMANK.

Bon dem Beruf der Lefhrevinnen an dyriftliden
Gemeindejdyulen.

Die Lehrerinnen bilden Heutzutage Hieraulande einen midtigen
Faltor im sffentlidhen Unterridhtsivefen. Jn den Staatdfdhulen fungiert
gumeift toeiblidhes Perjonal. Aber aud) in driftliGen Gemeindefdulen
fehen twir, venn aud) in befdjrinttem Maf, Lehrerinnen an ber Arbeit.
Das it nidhts Neucs in der Stirde. Jn den alten (utherifhen Kirdens
orbnungen findbet jid) aud) eine NRubrif ilber den Dienft der ,Sculs
meijterinnen”, benen injonderfeit ber lUnterridht der ,Jungfrauen”
anbertraut war. Wgl. den betreffenden Artilel im Novemberheft 1896
bes ,Sdulblatt”, ©.328. Da Hat man denn, aud) neucrdings mwieder,
bie Frage aufgeworfen: Wie? jt dad reht? Stimmt dad mit
Gotted Wort? 1Und wie Hat man den Veruf der Lefrerinnen in Nird)s
fdulen angufehen? Diefe Frage foll Hier in iirzge mit Gottes Wort
beleudjtet twerben.

Der Stivdje Chrijti find mandjerlei Gaben vertraut. Ju biefen
Gaben gehiren aud) die fimter ober Dienjte, dcawoviar. Und e gibt
berfdjicbene Dienjte, Rom. 12, 6; 1 Stor. 12, 5. Der Apojtel nennt
Rom. 12 und 1 Stor. 12 beijpicldtveife cine Reife folder Gaben und
Dienjte. €8 ijt nidht die Meinung, daf exr fie alle aufzdhlen will.
Cr madjt infonberfeit dicjenigen zaglomara namfaft, die eine Prarogas
tibe der apojtolifdjen Stirdje bildeten, Wunbdergaben und Wunbderlrifte,
mit benen bie ecclesia primitiva gefdmiidt ar. Bu anbern Jeiten
find bann anbere Dienjte in der Nirde aufgelommen, twelde die exjte
Chriftenbeit nigt fannte. Alle Gaben und Dienjte find ber Nirde ges
fdentt, und bie Sivche, die Gemeinbde, ift Herrin iiber biefelben. ,Aled
it euer, felbjt Paulus, Apollo, Kephas, 1 Stor. 8, 21—28. Die Ges
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