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léa
This is part of the new life of the Christian man that he
tell about the wonderful work of Christ.? Then it is good
to say that the first motive to tell others is the Christ-
ijan's owvn call to be one of the sons of God.

Following this as a motive, though not separated from
the message of the Gospel, is the self-giving love of the
Christians for one another and for all men. The Apostle
John spoke of such love as the love which we show toc others
because God first loved us.” This love does not look at
some good guality on the part of the other person, but
gives of itself without regard to the receiver. As rare
az this pure kind of love may be in imperfect Christians,
1% is still this kind of love in the heart that must lead
men to do the work of the Lord, especially where 1t is re-
lated to doing good for other men. The message which we
have recelved should be, in the hearts of every Christian,
& message of joy, & message of good cheer that the Christ-
ian should vent to share with those to whom his new love
must be given. From such love then will come the urge to
tell of the wonderiul grace of God. The Christian faith
should be something that has produced results-=-results in
both life and peace of mind. By love, every Christian
would share this gift.

21 Peter 2:9
3I John 4311
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Added to these motivations of the Gospel of Christ,
there comes to every Christian, layman and clergyman, the
direct and unmistakable commands of Christ himself., In
some phases of the Christian life there is liberty for the

Christian man, but in regard to the winning of souls, God
has left no doubt.? The work is there to be done, and the
Christian dare not shirk the responsibllity of speaking the

message of salvatlon. Some would try to evade the task by

glving various excuses. They will complain of their own

inadequacy to speak such a message, of their lack of knowl-
edge, and will assert that they choose to do this work
through their called pastors and thus discharge their re-
sponsibllity. Judson Conant would set us stralght about
the individual's responsibility to the command of Christ. i

Ané so we have the utterly umscriptural phrase, "Ei-
ther go or send someone in your place,” which has
helped multitudes to live 1in constant disobedience
to the Great Commission and still be in good comn=-
science about 1t.

The Lord never commanded us to elther go or send
somecne else in our place, He commanded us to GO!°

It becomes evident that the Christian must add to his motiva-
tion, obedience to the command of Christ. To fail to do the
work of spreading the Gospsel is to fail to.carry out the
work which has been given to every individual Christian.

4Faris Daniel Whitesell, Basic New Testament Evangslism
(Grand Rapilds: Zondervan Publishing House, ©.1949), p. 182.

5Judson E. Conant, Every-member Evangelism (Revised
edition; New York: Harper and Brothers, 1922), p. 33.
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Those messengers who are sent by God are not sent to
do their work by themselves. With the command given %o the
Christian came also the promise of the help of God, ."and,
lo, I am with you &lway, even unto the end of the world."6
From such & promise the Christian must receive strength and
the Incentive to do the work. As in the early church the
gift of the Spirit was sent into the hearts of the dis-
ciples, so In this day, the Spirit comes into the hearts
of Christians so that they do not want to avoid telling of
the Gospel of sealvation. Those who lack this gift should
exert themselves in prayer and word begging that the Lord
of' all would give them that gift so that they may fulfill
their obligation as the redeemed in Christ. Whitesell
describes the ideal coming of the Spirit into the hearts
of Christians:

When Christians are filled with the Spirit, they are

80 full of love and so on fire for Christ that they

Go nect have to be organized and sent out in teams to

assigned addresses. They witnes§ by divine compul=-

sion. They cannot be held back.!.
The Christian message of hope 1s not spoken without help, .
but with the aid and guidance of the Holy Spirit. It is
God who gives the message which must be spoken and the
power to speak that message.

The Lord who gives the strength to do the task and the
fire with which to speak will lay before the Christian the

Opatthew 28:19
TWhitesell, op. cit., p. 113.
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opportunity to speak that word. We are told of the early
Christians that they used even their scattering under per-
secution as an opportunity to speak the Word in many plaees.a
The Christien in this day is not scattered by persecution,
but he has been placed by God into the world, into a daily
routine of work in which he meets people, sometimes only a
few and sometimes very many. KEach cne of these people rep-
resents one soul redeemed by Christ. How much of the spir-
ltual life of these men does the Christian layman know?
This is the question wvhich must be asked as it is made
clear that each contact is an opportunity given by God to
spread the Gospel, to make some person aware of his salva=-
" tion. This deily labor, the calling of God, is for the
Christian his golden opportunity. Beyond this, by the
program of the local church, the layman is able to take
part in formal and informal programs of evangelism. The

laymen's task, it must be remembered, 1is to speak whenever

the opportunity presents itself; and when the opportunity
does not present ltself, with God's help to sesek such oppor-
tunity.

In such work of evangelism there is a definite rela-
tion set up between the work of laity and clergy. With the
coming of the Reformation, men rejoiced that the doctrine

of the universal priesthood of believers was restated and

BActs 11:15
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emphasized for the comfort of all believers. Before God
there was no difference between layman and priest. Both
vere sinners who needed the salvation which Christ had won;
both were redeemed sons of God who could come directly to
God wvith their petitions; both were able to receive directily
from God's Woréd the promises of that salvation. No longer
did the priests hold the whip over their pecple, and once
agein the Christien was shown a&s an individual free to
live under God. It did seem that the maln emphasis was on
the privilege aspect of this doctrine rather than on the
obligation which was incumbent upon the Christian layman.
Not only the privileges of the priest, but also the re-
sponsibilities were laid upon the shoulders of the people.
Freedom does not come without its cost, though in this
case the cost should be a labor of love. The same doctrime
of the universal priesthood which returned to the believer
his privileges returned his obligation to go out to win
souls.

In the early Christian church we find the evidence of
what such work by laymen can do. %Twelve apostles could
hardly have conducted such an earth-shaking mission by
themselves. It took also the work of many people like
Aguila and Priscilla, who received the word of salvation
gratefully, supported it, and when occasion presented
itself, spoke that same word to others, evem instructing
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Apollos in the correct teaching of Jesus Christ.” Even
aside frcm the command of God, 1t was imperative in that
time that all Christian men be actively engaged in the
wvork of speaking the Gospel.

Practical considerations must enter into the mission
of' the church today. A survey of the statistics of almost
any church body will show that the shortage of ministers is
woefully great. How few men there are, even to care for
the souls of thoas who are already members of the Christian
Church, Aad to this the task of reaching the unchurched,
and the amcunt of work reaches the stage of impossibility.
1t may seem impossible, thlis command which God has given
to Christian men; nevertheless the job can be dcne, but ths
church must have the help of all its members. Whitesell
deplores this shortage of ministers of the Word.

The sad fact that the laborers in the harvest field of

evangelism are few (Luke 9:2, John 4£:35-38), should

animate us to utmost efforts to win souls and enlist

other laborers. The fewness of the laborers creates

goi.‘;::'ﬁsr responsibility for those who are willing to
The church seeks to recruit mem to fill its colleges and
seminaries to prepare themselves for the holy ministry.
This recruitment program must be vigorously extended to
include recruiting laymen actively to speak the Gospel and

with their work supplement the work of the clergy. FPartly
it is the sheer greatness of the numbers of unchurched

9acts 18
104hitesell, op. cit., p. 180.
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facing the church that makes the challenge of our times so
great. When one compares the ratio of clergy to unchurched
meon énd the ratio of believing laymen to unchurched men, it
becomes evident that the task will be more guickly accom-
plished when the layman accepts his obligation.

Consider the status of the people whe fill the house
of worshlp on & Sunday morning. To the greatest extent,
the pastor is preaching to the members of his congregation,
meon who have come to Christ and who are being strengthened
in wvhat they already have. From the Sunday morning service,
it is difficult f'or the minister to do an effectlive work
with the unchurched because they are not present. If the
congregation is of any great size, the pastor will find
his time during the week grsatly occupied with minister-
ing to the needs of hls flock. Charles Beach sums up for
us the problem in these words:

That the world will not be subdued to Christ by the

pulpit a2lone will appear if we consider the inade-

quacy of the ministry as a religious force, even in
the most favored of Christian lands. If every house

‘of worship in the United States were provided with a

preacher and filled to its utmost capacity with

hearers, a small proportion only of the people of

the country would be reached by the pulpit. The

mass would still be without the Gospel. ZXven in the

cities where the religicus element 1ls supposed to be

most influentlal and where tho masses are most acces-
sible, the sittings of the churches are altogether
inadequate to their accommcdation. But this 1is by

no means the most serious aspect of the case. Inade=-

quate as this provision is at the best, the a:l.tt:l._n&s
of' the churches are to a grest extent unoccupied.

llcharies F. Beach, ;gd;,vidgel,g_v%m;g (Philadel~-
phia: Westminster Press, C.lS > PPe (6577
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It l1ls mathematically impossible for tho average pastor to
veach the mass of the poople in his parish ares.l2 je
must have the help of his poople if the work is to be dono
effoctively, UNot only are the numbers too great to be
taken care of by ome person, but the contacts are diffi-
cult for the paster, Hie assoeistion, in the majority of
cesege, doos not bring him near. the unchurched people in
his area, His flrst task is with the people of his church,
and when thet occuples his entire time, the task of bring-
ing the wmchurched into the church fells entirely tc.! the
Christien laymen,

VWhen the church faces the problem of reaching the un-
converted, it rmst realige that the layman is the most
losical one %o do the resching., JIn his dally work he comes
into contact with those many unconverted people who do not
have opportunity or take the opportunity to hear the Gospel
being preeched, People whom the pastor would never be able
to engage in conversation are the very ones whom the laymen
speek to every day. Blackwood compares the value of various
types of men doing this work:

While the professional evangelist, such as Gypsy

Smith, Jr., 1s worthy of praise, the pastoral evan-

zelist of the right sort is more nearly ideal, and

the lay worker uggez- pastoral leadership should be
the best of all,

12charies B. Templeton, EV. 1ism for Tomorrou (New
York: Harper and Brothers, 0.“%?.‘ Ps 50,

13Andrew W. Blaclwood, Evenzelism in the Home Church
(Wew York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Pre Es'a > CedJLZ), Pe .
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This is the crucial polnt of the problem. The men whom the
pastor tries and falls to reach, are the men whom the layman
reaches every day. If the layman will speak the Word at
such times, the solution of the problem will begin to take
shape. When this leyman makes hls approach, there will, in
most cases, be no previous block to the message. The invi-
tation and witness will be received under the Tirst and
best impulses.l% The layman comes as a friend who has
known the bemnefilts of being & Christian and has a kindly
word of testimony to bear for this. It is not his pro-
fession buit must be that upcn which he has been sold and
satisfied. It is no understatement to say that many doors
which are closed to the pastor are open to the witness of
& layman. Cases of thls nature require the work of the
people of the local congregation if the Gospel is to come
to all those who need it so much.

The individual Christian must then realize the need
which faces him. What of the fate of those who cannot be
counted among the converted believers in Christ? "He that
belisveth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned."l® Into the first class fall
those who are the believers in Christ; they are those who

shall be saved. Those who are as yet in the second class

l4peach, op., cit. p. 187.
1SMark 16:16
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are.the responsibllity of the Christlans. "How shall they
believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher?"l® This is the responsi-
bility which has been laid at the feet of every Christian.
Unless the people of the world are allowed to hear the
message cf the Gospel, their fate must be eternal de-
struction. Every member of the congregation must be ma.d_e
awvars of this and have awakened within him a feeling of
compassion for these souls. Such a feeling must move him
to speak to men about thelr eternal life and their belief
in the Son of God. Perhaps the timidity of the one bear=
ing witness will be calmed as he finds examples of men
ready to recelve the message which anawers the longing in
their hearts.l? The Christian who has no feeling of com-
passion for the lost must be aroused from his state and
shown the infinite value of a single soul--the value which
will drive him,cn in his efforts to save every soul vhich
can come under his influence.l®

The Lord Christ adds to all other motives the motive
of joy. Certainly there is in the life of a Christian joy
at seeing another man come to repentence and faith in the
Saviour. Beyond this there is the statement of Christ that

1630ma.ns 10:14

17Gaines S. Dobbims, M According to Christ
(New York: Harper and Brothers, c.l1l949), p. .

18ynitesell, op. cit., pP. 179.
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in such repentance there 1s joy caused in heaven. "The
fact that we can cause joy in hsaven over the repentance
of a sinner (Luke 15:7, 10, 32) should stir us to action, "9
This could never be stated as the greatest motive for per=-
sonal work, but it does show that such work is not lightly
regarded by the angels in heaven. It is a work that is
very necessary, & work that is appreclated, a work that
has the command, promise, and reward of Christ.

The local church in its program of activity can do
much to motivate 1ts members to persocnal evangelism. By
variocus methods, opportunities can be provided to give
menbers practice in speaking to one another. Bible classes
and any group where discussion is prcmoted should be agen=-
cies where witness is encouraged and where members can
learn from one anothsr how to articulate their Christian
faith. Witnessing must be done first among the fellow
Christians where the message 1s certaln to be received
with an open heart. With such practlice and experience
the layman will feel more natural in coming to one of his
acquaintances and present that same witness. This task of
preparing witnesses to go out into the world is one that
can and must be done by the local church.

Every work of the congregation must be directed toward
this goal of making more Christians. The preaching in the

19%. 3 Do 178.
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services must be such that it moves the people to do their
Christlian duty; 1t must fill them with the message which
they will go out to proclaim. Tea.ch_ing opportunities are
&lven sc that many will prepare themselves to train others
in Christian truth and so fill themselves with the same.
Teaching not only motivatea for evangelism, but it pro=-
vides the equipment with which to carry on the work,20
The prayer life of a congregation will be closely related
to the success of any evangelism program. Avery and Lesher
in preparing thelr book on personal evangelism spoke about
this relation:

Any enlistment or evangelistic program, to be effec-

tive, must be undergirded by prayer--first, last and

aslvays. Someone has correctly said that the shortest

way to another person's heart is by the way of the

throne of God--and that means by prayer! Not only

is this true, but prayer also helps to motivate

those who pray. One cannot honestly pray for souls

withou% being led to engage 1n soul-winning activ-

ities.2l
A well-rounded church program will furnish ample motivation
for the evangelistic outreach into the community. The con=-
gregetion in which preaching, teaching, and preyer are
directed toward answering the challenge will find that 1its
members will have the urgs to tell others. It may be diffi-

cult at the first, but continued effort will bear its fruits,

20yilliem S. Avery and Royal E. Lesher, You shai,; Be
My (Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, ¢.1948), p. 40.

21;.9&90, P« 107,




