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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

During the last few years there has been in the Lu-
theran Church--liissouri Syncd an increasing emphasis on
the pari of laymen in the mission of the church. This has
shown l1tself not only in the work of the Lucheran Laymen's
League but also in the program of persocnal evangelism
cerried on in various parts of the country by the Board
for Missions in North and South America, Evangelism Depart-
ment. Together with this emphasis has come a new reali-
zation that the laymen is the cne who must do the greatest
part in spreading the Gospel to all men. For this reason
the suthor has f'elt it necessary and very vital to consider
the work of preparing the layman to do this task.

Originally this study had been intended to take the
form of a training course for lay evangelism. Upon further
consideration and research it became evident that this would
be putting both pastor and psople into a rigid pattern that
would not fit in all cases. The work of the church differs
from place to place, and the way in which the church's mis-
slon can be carried out will not always be the same. There-
fore, this study will consider material pertinent to the
forming of principles upon which the work is to be done and
by which workers are to be trained and selected. The actual
method of carrying out the program in the local church will
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not enter into the discussion since this will be adapted to
f1t the needs of each community and the organization of
each parish.

The first consideration of any work of evangelism will
be the needs of the people who will be won. For this pur-
pose the writer will consider the state of minéd of the
world in wvhich we live, the thoughts typical of our time,
and those insights which will help us to understend the
needs of men who stand outside the church. Once that has
been established, the laymen must be shown the need for
his effort so that the task may be effectively completed.
Unce aroused to the task, he must be shown what kind of
person a lay evangelist must be, and he must be given the
message to take to others, With the message will come an
understanding of the goal toward which that message works,
sc that there will be plan and purpose to the labors of
each men. Finally, the writer will attempt to show what
benefits will come to ths church which prcmotes such a
program and to the men who takes an active parti in the
work of the Lord by winning souls. The above statements,
then, are the plan which this thesis will follow in con-
sidering the meseting of the challenge which faces the
church in our country.

For the purpose of the thesis, the writer has adopted
the following definition of evangelism:
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Evangelism is winning men for Jesus Christ. It is
bringing people to a consciousness of thelr sins
and to acceptance of Jesus Christ as their Lord and
Saviour; instructing them, and sending them forth
to beer witness to their faith, especilally aming the
indifferent, tha unchurched, and the unsaved.

Further light is thrown on the scope of evangelism by the
definition given to us by Whitesell:
It is not a formal and intricately organized program,
but 1t is a dynemic and informal program of witness=-
ing, praying, preaching, giving, believing, living,
going, and guffering for Christ until He is known
everywhers.
Using these definiticns, the author will then present a
study which will lead up to the point at which a congre-
gation will plan the methodology to implement the program.

For such a program this study will lay the foundation.

ly. S. Avery and R. E. Lesher, You Shall Be liy Wit~

nesses (Philadelphia: Huhlenberg Prass, c.19487: parIan

2raris Daniel Whitesell, Basic New Testament Evan=-
gelism (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, c¢.1949),
Pe 20e




CHAPTER IIX
THE WORLD SITUATION

The world in which the Christian lives is not a perfect
world. It is a world that has many failings, a world which
is nothing like the world that God created in the beginning.
lMen are not Christians! Why they are not Christians will
be discussed, but the fect that they are not Christians can
account for much of the trouble which we face in this world.
Somevhere the church has failled in its mission of reaching
these men with the Gospel. In order to reach these men the
church must know where to look for them and how to meet them.
By seeking o understand the world in wvhich men live, the
Christlen will learn their needs and the needs of the com-
munity in which the church stands.

The fact that the world has recently been plunged into
ocne war after another has done much to pull men away from
God. Already at the time of the Second World War, men saw
that the war would nct solve the problems of the world. In
fact, rather than solving the problem, the war would make
the situation worse, and nothing would be a.ceompliahed.1
The war proved only that man could destroy himself, but not
that he could help himself out of the difficulties into which
he had betaken himself by his turning from God. That war has

11, J. Shafer, Ch é ga,g Mission (New
York: Friendahipe;re?:_? c.r 34 s Do 'f i suk bex
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really never ended. A quick survey will show that nations
are putting more effort Into an arms race than into prepa-
rations for peaceful living. The problem has certainly not
ended, but in our day has become an even bigger item with
which wve must reckon as we go out to do the work of the Lord,

One of the greatest problems which arise out of a war-
time situation is the conflict of loyalties. The nation
rallies its people with a call to arms and fires them with
the spirit of nationalism. len and women work night and day
to produce the machines of war; they glve time and effort to
promote the cause of the nation in gaining funds for the pro-
gram. Support of the national program is by no means wrong;
rather, it is commanded of God .2 It becomes a problem when
this spirit of nationalism is perverted and draws from men
the loyalty which was formerly given to the church of God.”
It seems that the state has begun to assume that the loyalty
of the people is due only to 1%, and that it has first call
upon that loyalty. Such an attitude is evident in its clear-
est form in countries under the yoke of dictators. The people
are held in subjection, and every movement and effort is
regulated in the interest of the state. In the United States
such tendencies are shown when men are willing to devote much
time to civic endeavors to the detriment of their spiritual

2Romans 13:1,2
38“9:‘, op. m., Pe 12
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welfare., Man sees his salvaticn in a form of government and
in power, rather than in the Word of God. Such is the per-
verted f'orm of nationalism: living and working in the minds
of many o those whom the Christian must meet in his every-
day life.

With one nation after another rallying their forces for
the cause of aggression and defense, men are bound to live
in a state of uncertainiy. NFear, 1t seems, has bacome the
keynote of the life of today. Nations prepare for war
because they fear that another nation is becoming more power-
ful. Nen worry and save because they fear that war may come
and they must prepare for it. The situaticn becomes more and
more tense until we reach the state described by Brewbaker:

HMany have reached the stage of panophobla which is the

fear of everything, while many nore are suffering from

phobia-phobia or the fear of fear itself., All thls has
led to & psychic disorder which has played, and contin=-
ues to play havoc everywhere 1ln all humsn relationships.

The fact 1ls that natizus, groups, and individuals are

afrald of each other.

From the well=filled lists at the mental institutions, it is
evident that men have not found the soluticn to this most
vexing problem. Even within the church, fear continues to
make its inroads upon those who are weak in their relation
to God.

The modern age of industrial revolution has given to
meny men a sense of being worth very little. The assenl‘.}ly

lines in the United States do not need individual craftsmen,

4 . : P t W
ondor (Hov Fork: Pleatas h. ESvefslits,sgdyibg Prgtent Horld
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but only humen robots to keep the wheeles of iIndustry turn=-
ing., Tho woriman In the factory ie no longer an individual,
but has become a ptatistiec in tho hocks of the officc book-
koeper, Mon has beccme on gbsbraction as the industrial L
system hes become & mechenized Frenkenstein.® When o men
is worth go 1little to the management of his fectory, he soon
begine to feel that he is of little worth to anyone, include-
inzg hingelf, his church, and his God, In much the samne way,

the natlonalism of meny countriscs hes turnocd men into mere

statistics, Mon are seen as mombers of the amy, votes to
be won In an cleoction, trends in thought and preferences,
but rarely sz individuals with individual nceds and possi=
bilitica, Tho loss of the individual constitutes a threat
0 the welfare of the nation and greeter than this, e total
lose of those men to the church of Jesus Chrlst.
Each men ceught in the vicilous circle of the activity :
of the world con sense that something is wrong, Yet he
imows this will not, in itself, help him to conquer his ;

troubles, An enemy that carmot be scen is hard to meet,

For yee re men have boen calling for a change, seeking to
£ind out what it is that must be done to make a better world,
They sought the answer in medical scionce for longer 1ife,

but the solution wes not there, They sought the answer in

an industriel rovolution, but they found only more destructive

¢
“Shat'er, op. eit., pP. 30.

SEMINARY
DADY
o A * 4 I | 'i '
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vars and more pressing mental problems. As long as man con=-
tinuea to try to find the answer within his own efforts, he i
will fail, for it is an unseen enemy which he 1s fighting.
Elmer Homrighausen, as he writes about the mission of the
church, has seen the problem whichn the church faces:
Modern man 1s conscious of the fact that something is
vrong with himself and his world. NNodern developments
have not afforded him entrance into his anticipated
utopia-=rather, they have brgu:_r,ht soclal disorder, war,
personal and global tragedy.
The man of the world still seeks to satisfy himself in
this battle ‘against the unknown enemy. Failing to find the
solution to the problem, he tries to make up for this by
segoeking the things which the world has to offer. The wealth )
and fame, the pleasures and rewards which the world offers
8till do not help man to find peace of mind. It is true that,

for a time, & man can find some satisfaction in all of these

things, but when the times change and fortunes decreass, many
of these advantages disappear and his state 1s worse than at
first./ A sense of hopelessness sweeps over him as he sees
the things in which he put his trust swept avay from him. It
is an insurmountable barrier that man seeks to overcome in
order to f£ind something lasting and substantial in this world.

@Elmer G. Homrighausen, Choose Ye This Day (Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, ¢.1943), p. 20.

TJulien Horris Hartt a8 %9&9&! of Evangelism
(New York: Abingdon Press: %%gﬁ Pe .
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What can & man do when he has forgotten the God who makes
all things possible and seeks to do his work on his own?
Frustration is the inevitable result.

When msn seeks to achieve a measure of success on his
own, his failure often leads him to desperation. All too
of'ten men have sought the easy way to wealth by setting
aside the bounds which God and soclety have established,
and by lawlessness, have worked to reach their goals, Dlien
arg ecducated as nevar before, educated even in regerd to
the laws of the land, but this education is turned into a
tool to thwazrt that purpose for which it was imstituted.
Instead cf using a knowledge of the law in order to pre-

serve order, men often use such knowledge to find ways ©o

avoid the spirit of the law. '"There never was a time when
we understood law so well and when we had so many laws
governing every aspect of life as now, and yet we never
had so many lewbreakers," says one evangelist in sizing up
our problem.® This is individualism at its worst, when a
man sets aside the rules of living and, with a complete
disregard of the rights of others, seeks to make himself
something great. Having falled to find peace of mind,
these men have tried to substitute the gain of the world.
Conscience has been thrown overboard, and man has moved
farther than ever from the solution to his problem. There

Bprewbaker, op. cit., p. 15.
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is no possible way for the world to be a better place when
men as individuals are so misguided. They rob, cheat, and
destroy on a locel, national, and world-wide scale. This
sick world l1ls made up of many million sick individuals.

Hot every problem that faces the church is .concerned
with the transgressions of man. Soclety must make certailn
ad justments as the status of the people changes. The United
States has been defined as a nation on the move. One in
every six Americans moves on an average of once every ten
years.Y It is easy to see that with this kind of movement
the old patterms of neighborhnood life and comradeship would
be broken. There is rsally no homestead in these days as a
man's work takes him from city to clty, even from country to
country. The turnover in church membership in various cities
will show that this has made definite inroads on the mission
of the church. The religion of the family seems to be left
out of consideration when a move is considersd. Without
such thoyu;ht of the spiritual life, the change of homes
becomes concerned with the gaining of position and fortune
in the world. Easy travel and communications have pulled
up the roots of many and taken away from the church a
chance for nurture of its members. The home too, as a
stabilizing influence, has been broken up through- the many
activities on the outside. It is a new society that the

SCharles B. Templeton, Evangelism for Tomorrow (New
York: Harper and Brothers, ¢.1957), p. 1l4.
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church faces. The old order of things is no more. Few
fathers aid the church in their miseslon of nurturing ltha
young. Thus & burden is added to the work of bringing men
to know their God. In a mobille socilety, the church must
use new mothecds to meet ths challenge.

Thils is a time for decision; professiocnal evangelists
go about the couniry calling for men to make their decision.
lian is ready to make that decisicn, but he does not know
the principles by which he should decide. The average man
is rectless and knows that great things are happening,
things which will be vitally important for many years to
come, Yet, to evaluate this restlessness and deciGe what
is best, is beyond his power, for he has no standard by
which to judge.t? The world is in crisis; men caen see this
but do not lnow what to do. Wlith many words they are abls
to state the problem, but so far, they have been unable to
solve 1t. The difficulty is that they look in the wrong
place for the answer.

The challenge that faces the church is one of bringing
its message in relation to the problems of the world. The
decision which the world faces must be met by the only stan=-
dard of such decisions. There is no denying the fact that
the church has often given way to the rising force of secu=-
larism and hes made itself a new social organization rather

105@1@&\15“, op. eit., p. 25.
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than & force meeting the problems of men.ll The church
that hes failed to meet man's need has increased rather
than alleviated the time of crisis. Along with the call
to decision must come the basis for that decision. The :
church must a2pply its message of salvation to the troubles
of each individusl in order to bring a new force to bear
in the unrest of our time. Not by joining the world, but’
by remaining true tc its God-given purpose will the church

be able to meet this challenge.

1lrpi4,, p. 36.




CHAPTER III
THE INCENTIVE FOR THE LAY EVARGELIST

In any program of personal lay evangelism it ‘vill be
necessary to motivate the members of the congregation to
the work of speaking the Gospel of salvation themselves.
No program will come about by & command only, or by an
organization alone, no matter how efficient that group may
be in its planned program. It will be necessary for the
pastor to keep in mind the sources from which this motiva-
tlon should come and the suggestions and education he may
give to train his people in the Christian grace of tell:l.ng
the Gozpel to those who live and work with them.

The first source of motivation for any practice of
evangelism will be the message of the Gospel itself. Even
as the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ will prompt
to 21l manner of good works and will give the power for
them, so this same Gospel will prompt the Christian to
fulfill also this phase of his new life, that of telling
others. Short stressed this as he discussed the evangel-
istic program of the local church.

A cedialiely, me prmosiag oo seer Lo i MR e

demption. The first impulse of the newly redeemed

soul 1s to tell somagna else about what Christ has
come %o mean to him.=-

Roy Hunter Short, ivengelien Mrough the Loosl Ohurch
(New York: Abingdon Press, €.1956), p. Tl.
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This is part of the new life of the Christian man that he
tell about the wonderful work of Christ.? Then it is good
to say that the first motive to tell others is the Christ-
ijan's owvn call to be one of the sons of God.

Following this as a motive, though not separated from
the message of the Gospel, is the self-giving love of the
Christians for one another and for all men. The Apostle
John spoke of such love as the love which we show toc others
because God first loved us.” This love does not look at
some good guality on the part of the other person, but
gives of itself without regard to the receiver. As rare
az this pure kind of love may be in imperfect Christians,
1% is still this kind of love in the heart that must lead
men to do the work of the Lord, especially where 1t is re-
lated to doing good for other men. The message which we
have recelved should be, in the hearts of every Christian,
& message of joy, & message of good cheer that the Christ-
ian should vent to share with those to whom his new love
must be given. From such love then will come the urge to
tell of the wonderiul grace of God. The Christian faith
should be something that has produced results-=-results in
both life and peace of mind. By love, every Christian
would share this gift.

21 Peter 2:9
3I John 4311
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Added to these motivations of the Gospel of Christ,
there comes to every Christian, layman and clergyman, the
direct and unmistakable commands of Christ himself., In
some phases of the Christian life there is liberty for the

Christian man, but in regard to the winning of souls, God
has left no doubt.? The work is there to be done, and the
Christian dare not shirk the responsibllity of speaking the

message of salvatlon. Some would try to evade the task by

glving various excuses. They will complain of their own

inadequacy to speak such a message, of their lack of knowl-
edge, and will assert that they choose to do this work
through their called pastors and thus discharge their re-
sponsibllity. Judson Conant would set us stralght about
the individual's responsibility to the command of Christ. i

Ané so we have the utterly umscriptural phrase, "Ei-
ther go or send someone in your place,” which has
helped multitudes to live 1in constant disobedience
to the Great Commission and still be in good comn=-
science about 1t.

The Lord never commanded us to elther go or send
somecne else in our place, He commanded us to GO!°

It becomes evident that the Christian must add to his motiva-
tion, obedience to the command of Christ. To fail to do the
work of spreading the Gospsel is to fail to.carry out the
work which has been given to every individual Christian.

4Faris Daniel Whitesell, Basic New Testament Evangslism
(Grand Rapilds: Zondervan Publishing House, ©.1949), p. 182.

5Judson E. Conant, Every-member Evangelism (Revised
edition; New York: Harper and Brothers, 1922), p. 33.
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Those messengers who are sent by God are not sent to
do their work by themselves. With the command given %o the
Christian came also the promise of the help of God, ."and,
lo, I am with you &lway, even unto the end of the world."6
From such & promise the Christian must receive strength and
the Incentive to do the work. As in the early church the
gift of the Spirit was sent into the hearts of the dis-
ciples, so In this day, the Spirit comes into the hearts
of Christians so that they do not want to avoid telling of
the Gospel of sealvation. Those who lack this gift should
exert themselves in prayer and word begging that the Lord
of' all would give them that gift so that they may fulfill
their obligation as the redeemed in Christ. Whitesell
describes the ideal coming of the Spirit into the hearts
of Christians:

When Christians are filled with the Spirit, they are

80 full of love and so on fire for Christ that they

Go nect have to be organized and sent out in teams to

assigned addresses. They witnes§ by divine compul=-

sion. They cannot be held back.!.
The Christian message of hope 1s not spoken without help, .
but with the aid and guidance of the Holy Spirit. It is
God who gives the message which must be spoken and the
power to speak that message.

The Lord who gives the strength to do the task and the
fire with which to speak will lay before the Christian the

Opatthew 28:19
TWhitesell, op. cit., p. 113.
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opportunity to speak that word. We are told of the early
Christians that they used even their scattering under per-
secution as an opportunity to speak the Word in many plaees.a
The Christien in this day is not scattered by persecution,
but he has been placed by God into the world, into a daily
routine of work in which he meets people, sometimes only a
few and sometimes very many. KEach cne of these people rep-
resents one soul redeemed by Christ. How much of the spir-
ltual life of these men does the Christian layman know?
This is the question wvhich must be asked as it is made
clear that each contact is an opportunity given by God to
spread the Gospel, to make some person aware of his salva=-
" tion. This deily labor, the calling of God, is for the
Christian his golden opportunity. Beyond this, by the
program of the local church, the layman is able to take
part in formal and informal programs of evangelism. The

laymen's task, it must be remembered, 1is to speak whenever

the opportunity presents itself; and when the opportunity
does not present ltself, with God's help to sesek such oppor-
tunity.

In such work of evangelism there is a definite rela-
tion set up between the work of laity and clergy. With the
coming of the Reformation, men rejoiced that the doctrine

of the universal priesthood of believers was restated and

BActs 11:15
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emphasized for the comfort of all believers. Before God
there was no difference between layman and priest. Both
vere sinners who needed the salvation which Christ had won;
both were redeemed sons of God who could come directly to
God wvith their petitions; both were able to receive directily
from God's Woréd the promises of that salvation. No longer
did the priests hold the whip over their pecple, and once
agein the Christien was shown a&s an individual free to
live under God. It did seem that the maln emphasis was on
the privilege aspect of this doctrine rather than on the
obligation which was incumbent upon the Christian layman.
Not only the privileges of the priest, but also the re-
sponsibilities were laid upon the shoulders of the people.
Freedom does not come without its cost, though in this
case the cost should be a labor of love. The same doctrime
of the universal priesthood which returned to the believer
his privileges returned his obligation to go out to win
souls.

In the early Christian church we find the evidence of
what such work by laymen can do. %Twelve apostles could
hardly have conducted such an earth-shaking mission by
themselves. It took also the work of many people like
Aguila and Priscilla, who received the word of salvation
gratefully, supported it, and when occasion presented
itself, spoke that same word to others, evem instructing
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Apollos in the correct teaching of Jesus Christ.” Even
aside frcm the command of God, 1t was imperative in that
time that all Christian men be actively engaged in the
wvork of speaking the Gospel.

Practical considerations must enter into the mission
of' the church today. A survey of the statistics of almost
any church body will show that the shortage of ministers is
woefully great. How few men there are, even to care for
the souls of thoas who are already members of the Christian
Church, Aad to this the task of reaching the unchurched,
and the amcunt of work reaches the stage of impossibility.
1t may seem impossible, thlis command which God has given
to Christian men; nevertheless the job can be dcne, but ths
church must have the help of all its members. Whitesell
deplores this shortage of ministers of the Word.

The sad fact that the laborers in the harvest field of

evangelism are few (Luke 9:2, John 4£:35-38), should

animate us to utmost efforts to win souls and enlist

other laborers. The fewness of the laborers creates

goi.‘;::'ﬁsr responsibility for those who are willing to
The church seeks to recruit mem to fill its colleges and
seminaries to prepare themselves for the holy ministry.
This recruitment program must be vigorously extended to
include recruiting laymen actively to speak the Gospel and

with their work supplement the work of the clergy. FPartly
it is the sheer greatness of the numbers of unchurched

9acts 18
104hitesell, op. cit., p. 180.
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facing the church that makes the challenge of our times so
great. When one compares the ratio of clergy to unchurched
meon énd the ratio of believing laymen to unchurched men, it
becomes evident that the task will be more guickly accom-
plished when the layman accepts his obligation.

Consider the status of the people whe fill the house
of worshlp on & Sunday morning. To the greatest extent,
the pastor is preaching to the members of his congregation,
meon who have come to Christ and who are being strengthened
in wvhat they already have. From the Sunday morning service,
it is difficult f'or the minister to do an effectlive work
with the unchurched because they are not present. If the
congregation is of any great size, the pastor will find
his time during the week grsatly occupied with minister-
ing to the needs of hls flock. Charles Beach sums up for
us the problem in these words:

That the world will not be subdued to Christ by the

pulpit a2lone will appear if we consider the inade-

quacy of the ministry as a religious force, even in
the most favored of Christian lands. If every house

‘of worship in the United States were provided with a

preacher and filled to its utmost capacity with

hearers, a small proportion only of the people of

the country would be reached by the pulpit. The

mass would still be without the Gospel. ZXven in the

cities where the religicus element 1ls supposed to be

most influentlal and where tho masses are most acces-
sible, the sittings of the churches are altogether
inadequate to their accommcdation. But this 1is by

no means the most serious aspect of the case. Inade=-

quate as this provision is at the best, the a:l.tt:l._n&s
of' the churches are to a grest extent unoccupied.

llcharies F. Beach, ;gd;,vidgel,g_v%m;g (Philadel~-
phia: Westminster Press, C.lS > PPe (6577
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It l1ls mathematically impossible for tho average pastor to
veach the mass of the poople in his parish ares.l2 je
must have the help of his poople if the work is to be dono
effoctively, UNot only are the numbers too great to be
taken care of by ome person, but the contacts are diffi-
cult for the paster, Hie assoeistion, in the majority of
cesege, doos not bring him near. the unchurched people in
his area, His flrst task is with the people of his church,
and when thet occuples his entire time, the task of bring-
ing the wmchurched into the church fells entirely tc.! the
Christien laymen,

VWhen the church faces the problem of reaching the un-
converted, it rmst realige that the layman is the most
losical one %o do the resching., JIn his dally work he comes
into contact with those many unconverted people who do not
have opportunity or take the opportunity to hear the Gospel
being preeched, People whom the pastor would never be able
to engage in conversation are the very ones whom the laymen
speek to every day. Blackwood compares the value of various
types of men doing this work:

While the professional evangelist, such as Gypsy

Smith, Jr., 1s worthy of praise, the pastoral evan-

zelist of the right sort is more nearly ideal, and

the lay worker uggez- pastoral leadership should be
the best of all,

12charies B. Templeton, EV. 1ism for Tomorrou (New
York: Harper and Brothers, 0.“%?.‘ Ps 50,

13Andrew W. Blaclwood, Evenzelism in the Home Church
(Wew York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Pre Es'a > CedJLZ), Pe .
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This is the crucial polnt of the problem. The men whom the
pastor tries and falls to reach, are the men whom the layman
reaches every day. If the layman will speak the Word at
such times, the solution of the problem will begin to take
shape. When this leyman makes hls approach, there will, in
most cases, be no previous block to the message. The invi-
tation and witness will be received under the Tirst and
best impulses.l% The layman comes as a friend who has
known the bemnefilts of being & Christian and has a kindly
word of testimony to bear for this. It is not his pro-
fession buit must be that upcn which he has been sold and
satisfied. It is no understatement to say that many doors
which are closed to the pastor are open to the witness of
& layman. Cases of thls nature require the work of the
people of the local congregation if the Gospel is to come
to all those who need it so much.

The individual Christian must then realize the need
which faces him. What of the fate of those who cannot be
counted among the converted believers in Christ? "He that
belisveth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned."l® Into the first class fall
those who are the believers in Christ; they are those who

shall be saved. Those who are as yet in the second class

l4peach, op., cit. p. 187.
1SMark 16:16
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are.the responsibllity of the Christlans. "How shall they
believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher?"l® This is the responsi-
bility which has been laid at the feet of every Christian.
Unless the people of the world are allowed to hear the
message cf the Gospel, their fate must be eternal de-
struction. Every member of the congregation must be ma.d_e
awvars of this and have awakened within him a feeling of
compassion for these souls. Such a feeling must move him
to speak to men about thelr eternal life and their belief
in the Son of God. Perhaps the timidity of the one bear=
ing witness will be calmed as he finds examples of men
ready to recelve the message which anawers the longing in
their hearts.l? The Christian who has no feeling of com-
passion for the lost must be aroused from his state and
shown the infinite value of a single soul--the value which
will drive him,cn in his efforts to save every soul vhich
can come under his influence.l®

The Lord Christ adds to all other motives the motive
of joy. Certainly there is in the life of a Christian joy
at seeing another man come to repentence and faith in the
Saviour. Beyond this there is the statement of Christ that

1630ma.ns 10:14

17Gaines S. Dobbims, M According to Christ
(New York: Harper and Brothers, c.l1l949), p. .

18ynitesell, op. cit., pP. 179.
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in such repentance there 1s joy caused in heaven. "The
fact that we can cause joy in hsaven over the repentance
of a sinner (Luke 15:7, 10, 32) should stir us to action, "9
This could never be stated as the greatest motive for per=-
sonal work, but it does show that such work is not lightly
regarded by the angels in heaven. It is a work that is
very necessary, & work that is appreclated, a work that
has the command, promise, and reward of Christ.

The local church in its program of activity can do
much to motivate 1ts members to persocnal evangelism. By
variocus methods, opportunities can be provided to give
menbers practice in speaking to one another. Bible classes
and any group where discussion is prcmoted should be agen=-
cies where witness is encouraged and where members can
learn from one anothsr how to articulate their Christian
faith. Witnessing must be done first among the fellow
Christians where the message 1s certaln to be received
with an open heart. With such practlice and experience
the layman will feel more natural in coming to one of his
acquaintances and present that same witness. This task of
preparing witnesses to go out into the world is one that
can and must be done by the local church.

Every work of the congregation must be directed toward
this goal of making more Christians. The preaching in the

19%. 3 Do 178.
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services must be such that it moves the people to do their
Christlian duty; 1t must fill them with the message which
they will go out to proclaim. Tea.ch_ing opportunities are
&lven sc that many will prepare themselves to train others
in Christian truth and so fill themselves with the same.
Teaching not only motivatea for evangelism, but it pro=-
vides the equipment with which to carry on the work,20
The prayer life of a congregation will be closely related
to the success of any evangelism program. Avery and Lesher
in preparing thelr book on personal evangelism spoke about
this relation:

Any enlistment or evangelistic program, to be effec-

tive, must be undergirded by prayer--first, last and

aslvays. Someone has correctly said that the shortest

way to another person's heart is by the way of the

throne of God--and that means by prayer! Not only

is this true, but prayer also helps to motivate

those who pray. One cannot honestly pray for souls

withou% being led to engage 1n soul-winning activ-

ities.2l
A well-rounded church program will furnish ample motivation
for the evangelistic outreach into the community. The con=-
gregetion in which preaching, teaching, and preyer are
directed toward answering the challenge will find that 1its
members will have the urgs to tell others. It may be diffi-

cult at the first, but continued effort will bear its fruits,

20yilliem S. Avery and Royal E. Lesher, You shai,; Be
My (Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, ¢.1948), p. 40.

21;.9&90, P« 107,
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In the work of relating the program of the church to
the ocutsider the layman must take the first place. It is
from the layman thet the invitation must come. It is the
layman who must follow up the message of the Sunday morning
sermon. The service may leave a deep impression on the
visitor, but without some follow=-up work, the good impres-
sion will do no good..zz The pastor will be unable to cir-
culate among all the visitors after the service, but the
layman will heve the opportunity to meet these visitors.
It 1is up to the layman to reinforce the message of the
pulpit, to be the link between the congregation and the
visitor who is in need of help. A word of greeting, =2
word of lanvitation, & comment on the message of ths morning,
these glve the opening to speak to the visitor and offer
him the services of a Christian brother. This 1s the rein=-
forcement which the pastor needs from his psople in order
to bring a really effective messege from the pulplt, Pastor
and people working together will round out the program of
the church. Consider the lift given to the pastor when he
knows that his congregation will stand behind him in all
his endeavors. This, more than anything else, will meet
the challenge. This kind of spirit will supply the motiva=-
tion to kesp hard at work.

As a last source of motivation, the church and the lay
evangelist must look to the commection between the work of

22J0hn Raleigh Mott Larger %v_ggg;;g (New York:
Abingdon-Cokesbury Prass: 4), D. .
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the church and the bettering of the socilal order. For many
yoears the advocates of the social gospel held that ths
mlission of the church was to make the world a better place
in which to live. In such & better world the church would
be able to do 1ts work effectively. Thers is a connection
btetween the Gospel and the world order, but the social
gospel does not express it. The relation is the opposite
of' the social gospel. First the church must do its werk,
end following this the world will become a better place.
J. N. Hartt speaks at some length of this relation, and
describes the so-called "sniper approach” for doing the
werk of the church:

We usually sey that only if thess individuals are

transformed is there any hope for ths transforma-

tion of society. And we conclude, thsrefore, that

the church must try above all to change hearts.

Changed hearts can transform civilization.23
Winning men one by one can transform society. Men who see
the needs of the world and who have been led to analyze its
problem will see that only through the Christisnizing of men
will eny real end lasting improvement come. Speaking from
the viewpoint of soclety, it must be said that Christianity
has infinitely much more to offer than any other social
order. If the advocates of Christisnity would show the

same zeal as the advocates of Communism, Communism would

23Julian Norris Hartt, Toward a Theology of Evangelism
(New York: Abingdon Press, 1955), p. 85.
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haeve to reireat before the spread of New Testament Chris-
tienity.®¢ An improved condition will come as a by-product
of Christian evangelism end the winning of souls. Win men,
ons by one, and before long the effects will be seen.
Surely this also is valid motivation in spurring men on
to the greater effort for the Kingdom.

With concerted sfforts at motivation, the lay members
oi the congregetion will seek tc assume their responsi-
bility of sprsading the Gospel. Without a push the average
laymon will not go out to make lmm his faith, but with
the kind of motivetlon that has been discussed he will
lgarn to speak, heltingly at first, then more boldly, of
the faith which he has in his heart. This, first of all,
is the task of oneé who would lead an evangelistic move-
ment--move the psople to take thelr shars of the task.
When people are motiveted properly, they will be racseptive
to training and sending out to do the work.

24Wnitesell, op. Cit.; De 19




CHAPTER IV
THE PERSONALLTY AND CHARACTER OF THE WITNESS

llow there are diversities of glits, but the same

Spirit. And there are differences of administra-

tions, but the same Lord., And there are diversi-

ties of operations, but it is the same God which

worketh in all., But the manifestation of the

Spirit i1s given to every man to profit withal.l
In these words Paul reminds Christians that not every ome
has received the same talents and the same gift of the
Spirit but that everyone has received some gift to be
used in the service of the Lord. Leavell is stating a
great truth when he says, "God does not make pulpit evan-
geliste out of many Christlians, but he can make personal
evangelists of all Christiens."? The truth of this can
hardly be contested when we hold to the priesthood of all
believers with its attendant obligations. The compulsion
to witness 1s laid on all believers, and all believers must
fit themselves for the task. To bear an effectlve witness,
the Christien must have certaim qualifications. From a
right relation to God there will come the right relation
to men that will enable him to win men for Christ.

The first step in any evangelism effort is the removal
of all barriers that separate man from God. There can be

1T cor. 12:4-7

€Roland Quinche Leavell, Evangelism; Christ's Impsrative
Commission (Nashville: Broadman Press, ¢.1951), p. 157.
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nothing separating Christ's representatives from Christ, or
else the witness will not be effective.” Following the
message of the cross, each Christian must draw closer to
his God. Through study and meditation on the written and
spoken Word of God, the Christian will learn to know his
falth more clearly. This knowledge of the object of faith
can come only through study of the Scriptures. It.1s ob-
vious that the Christlian will not effectively witness to
something which he does not know. He must know what he is
talking about. FIFrom.the Bible will come a realization of
the condition of men and & new awareness of the message of
salvation.? The Bible will be the authority which the
Christian will use to back up his statements. This he will
have to know and be able to use. Short makes much of the
abllity to use the Scriptures:

There 1s no authorlity comparable to the authority of

the Scriptures. What wo have in miné here is not

training people to seek to win others by way of
quoting proof texts, but rather enabling them to
have sufficlent familiarity with the Scriptures to
be able to make use of convincing and forceful pas=-
sages which 1lift up the great basic truths of the
Ghr:lstign religion and in doing so speak for them-
selves., X

SGaines S. Uobbins, Evangelism According to Christ
(New York: Harper and Brothers, c.l1949), p. 151.

4Feris Daniel Whitesell, Basic New Testament Evan
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, c.1949), p. 32.

SRoy Hunter Short, Evengelism Through the Local Church
(New York: Abingdon Press, ¢.1956), p. 95. . .
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This the Christian will be able to do after he has learned
to use these Scriptures for his own benefit and has through
them drawn close o his God. Wltnessing will never be a
witness to something which the Christian himself has not
learned and come %o use. First of all then, the Christian
must himseli use the means by which he will direct others
to God, and himself let God come to him through the Word.
The witnessing Christian must first £ill himself with the
things to which he will bear witness.

There l1ls much more to preparation then a mere know=
ledge of' the truths of Scripture., FFrom the worship and
prayer life of the Christian wlll comzs the fitting of these
truths to his own life. The witness which is given will
alsc be a witness to the use of what has been learned.
Unless the Christien has used these things for himself,
there can be no real incentive for witness. - Smith puts
in the foremost spot the practlice of praysr in the Chris-
tian's life:

Let the servants of the Lord be keen for the high

privilege of making conqguesits in His name, but 1=%

them first be sure they have fulfilled the conditions
of the presence and the power. Those conditions ars:
asking; more asking; continuous asking.“

Prayer, first for the gift of the Spirit, is a requisite in

the evangelistic program. A deficient prayer life is one

SWade Cathran Smith, Come and See: = Manual of Per-
sonal Evangelism (Richmond, Va.: Onward Press, 1927), P. 39.
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thing that wlll greatly hinder the work of the Christian
in speeking the Gospel. He will have deprived himself of
the power which will enable him to speak that message.
This power comes also from the worship life of the Chris-
tlan congregsaticn. In worshlip, the Christian will receive
those things which will give him both power and material
for his tesk. lere lmowledge of Christianity, while 1t is
nscessary, will not do the job alocne. Even with a perfect
knowledge of what is in the Bible, there is not a right
relation to God unless the preyer end worship life of the
witnessing Christian 1s of the sort which provides real
power. Without the power of the Splrit nothing can be
accomplished. This makes 1t imperative that knowledge be
epplied and so witnessed to all men.

‘he Christian, realizing that 2ll power comes from
God, must be willing to surrender himself to God for service.
When the will has been given to God, the Christian is ready
to work effectively in the kingdom. It 1s of the greatest
necessity thet the witness realize that nothing is done by
himself, as J. L. Green says:

Personal soulwinning is & great work, When we con-

sider the necessary qualifications of the effective

soulvinner, the question burns within, '"Who is suf-

ficient for these things?" There is but che answer:

"Oour sufficiency is of God." If we have a living

faith in Christ, a sincere love for people, and a

willingness to do God's will, He will guide us 1nto
an effective ministry of perscnal evangelism.7 :

V13, Le G Upersonal Evangelism," Review
Expositer. Riere (Januey: (10150, Toe ené.
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The Christien 1s but an instrument of God for reaching
other pecple with the message of salvation. The man who
sets himself to being a good instrument, letting God be
the power and the gulding force, willl accomplish much in
the winning of souls for Christ. The promises cof God are
that he will give such power and help in this work. The
man who s8till wishes to go his cwn w.'a.y hes not yet learned
the basic attitude of surrender to God. Withcocut such an
attitude, the Christien is not ready to engage in the evan-
gelistic task. He may realize the urgency of the task and
zive assent to taking part of the work on himself, but
unless he is willing to Go 1t according to Ged's will, he
will fail in the work,®

Having fulfilled these preparations, the Christian
will have become an entirsly different person. FPaul de=-
scribes him with the words, "If any man be in Christ, he
is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all
things are become new."? The man who is a Christian will
show by his life that he is such a person, The character-
istics which are required of a personal evangelist are the
same that are required of any man who would say that he 1s
a new man in Christ. Personal evangelists are not & select

group but & group to which every man who calls himself
Christian must belong. The difference between Christian

&la C. Smith, ODs clt.;, D» 46,
911 Cor. 5:17
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and unbeliever is as gréa.t es night and day, or .at least it
should be. It is true that even in the Christisn sin will
manifest itself. Nevertheless, the life of the Christian
must be kept a life free from blams. '

From the changed life we may draw several specific
virtues which the Christian must practice in order to pre=-
sent an effective witness. The incentive for much of the
tesk of spreading the Gospel is the love which is part of
the new life. This love, however, must be mors than just
a motive for speaking the Gospel. This love must show
itself in life 1f the witness is to find fertlile ground.
Every need of the unbel:l.eva;:' must be met not only by the
preaching of the Word, but also by material assistance.
The love of people will show itself in friendly dealings,
in concern for a neighbor in trouble; in short, in help

where help is neceded. First of all, the would-be witness
must be one of 'whom it could be said even if he did not

witness to Christ, "He is my friend." Blackwood summed
this up when he spoke of the ambassadors of Christ:

The lay-worker should be a first-class Christian:
who loves people, individually; whom people love;
who hes winning ways of address; who is a Chris-

tian optimist; who is able to keep from divulging
secrets-~in short, one wvho is worthy to be a per=-
sonal ambassador of God.l0 .

This kind of spirit will prepare the way for the word of
witness.

-

10anarew W. Blackwood, Evangelisn ggg Church
(New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, c.ﬁd%? P. 109.




556

Beyond this love for men, there must be a concern for
souls. There are many men wvho can be called friends, and
yot a word of witness has never been spoken. There was
lacking this concern for the soul of a friend. Brotherly
love must never stop with just being friendly. It must .
realize that without Christ, the souls of men are lost.
This concern is characteristic of the Christlian lay worker.
What is it that causes a man to speak of his faith? It
must never be & hope of gain but must always be this virtue
of concern for the soculs of all men. The man who speaks
with unsaved men and realizes afterward that he could have
spoken a word of witness is one who is somewhat lacking in
this virtue.ll Where a man finds this lacking in himself,
he must prayerfully study God's Word and make a concerted
effort to keep this thought on his mind. The man who con=
stantly thinks of witness will be the man who will not miss
his opportunity.

The witness to the news of salvation in Christ must
show the same sort of humility of which Christ was our
example. Every man must seek the office of servant, yet
without giving up firmmness and courage in the Christian
faith. The Christian goes forth not as a man wvho would set
the world on fire but as cne who would lead men to Christ.
The fact that men of God did set the world on fire does
not make that the object of thelir work. FPaul had ma.ny

111;98&911, ODe. eit., p. 158.
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things about which he could be proud, but for the sake of
Christ thess were set aside so that he could effectively
do the work of the Lord.l2 The object of the humility is
to further the message, for any show of superiority will
detract in some way from the testimony of the witness.
The true witness=bearing Christian will do nothing to
hinder the working of the Gospel of Christ.

No men, if he wishes to succeed in persovral evan-
gelism, will be able to use a message which is not his
own., len are quick to know when sincerity is lacking in
& person's words. The testimony need not be the testimcny
of an accomplished orater, but it must be evident that the
words come from the heart of the one speaking.l? Each one
must speak in his own way; he must tell of his own experi-
ence, what he has received from the completion of Christ's
work of salvation. Without sincerity 1t will seem that
the witness is telling an impersonal story, and that tesf.i-
mony will have llittle effect.

‘In any epproach to men 1t 1s required that we spaak
with tact. Some people, not being careful, will give

offense and nullify the gains of their message by bringing
this message at the wrong time, in the wrong place, in the
VIOng manner. con sense and knowledge o; the unsaved

12philippians 3

13¢. F. Beach, In Evangelism (Philadelphia:
The Westminster Press, ¢.1908), p. 87.
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person should be used in presenting the truth of Jesus
Christ.t? Christ himself showed infinite tact in his
personal dealings. He dealt carefully with the Samaritan
woman at the well, and she was won to the Messish. 8o
alsoc the Christian must imitate his Mester as he speaks %o
othel men, yet without angering them or turning them against
the Gospel message. The offense of the message is the only
offense that may be glven. Any other must, through tact,
be avolded.

The Christian must show confidence in his messagzs.
The spirit of this confidence is made clear by Kretzmann
as he writes:

With faith in Christ as the basis, everything else
may be accomplished. This falth brings about a

genuine belief in the work in which we are engaged,
as one of the things worth while.

Such confidence must be evident, so that the words will not
be passed off lightly. The spirit is not "Try this, it
might help you," but, "Try this; it will help you." There
must be no doubf that the Spirit of God can accompiiah the
things of which the witness speaks. Such confidence will
be manifest both in the words which are spoken and in the
manner in which that message is given. The person receiv-
ing the witness will be able to see that this is not a
light saying, but a real and powerful word.

l416avell, op. cit., p. 164.

3 15 Soul-
w:l.nnex'sP(S:%. Luu:l.s- cone%&% %‘Eb%sﬂ%é &om‘m'l tgf 1‘;‘.I 44.
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The joy of the chrigtian must not be lightly stressed.
There is a sense _of peace and security from the ills of
the world that will show up in the life of the Christian.
Others should be able to notice his calm in the face of
the trying conditions of the world of our time. The mes-
sage must come as a testimony to this joy; the Jjoy must
shov in the tone of his voice, and the Joy must be the
;]by of a person wvho has heard good ﬁews.is The man with
a scowl on his face and with tears in his eyes can hardly
tell another where to find joy. His word would count for
very little.

The final qualification will depend to i1ts greatest
extent on the surrendered will of the Christian witness.
lany who would like to do evangelistic work would like to
have for thelr work an irresistible producti, a guarantee
of sales, a guarantse of returns, and assurance that even.
those who do not receive the message will remain f£riendly.l?
Such assurances &re not given. HRather the call to witness
requires that each man be willing to give of his time and
receive some measure of rebuke from those who will not re-

celve the message. Love and the giving of the will to the
Lord will demand that ocne's own schedule and routine of

16y, s. Avery, and R. E. Lesher, You __g& t-
nesses (Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, c.l » De D

173, N. Hartt, Toward a Theology of Evangelism
(New York: Abingdon Press, 1955), p. 113.
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life be disturbed in order to meet othcrs at thelr most
convenient time. The man who would remain comfortable

will not be able to do this, for the sacrifice which he

is called upon to meke will be great.l® The will, givenm
to Christ, must be ready to do His work at His time, when
the progress of His kingdom will be aided most.

These are the virtues for which every witnessing
Christian must strive. Ko man can be perfect, for the
old Adam still abides in all. Yet these are the goals
which the Lord himself has set up; these¢ are the consid-
erations wvhich will help or hinder the message. Let every
man take heed teo them.

165, ¢. Archibald, Hew Testsment 5%%_:;‘_@1;5? How it
Works Today (Chicago: Judson Press, 1940), D. o




CHAPTEER V
THE MESSAGE AND ITS PRESENTATION
The Content of the Message

The largesti part of the consliderations of this paper
must be concerned with the message which will be spoksn.

Churches may work up methods by which pecple will go out
to witness to their faith, but still no methed will ever
take precedence over the message. Many professional evan-

gellsts will be able by thelr methods to move many people,
but these will soon be lost because there was no real

content in the message given to them. The approach was
too strong on the method and too weak on the content.

There i3 a differsnce between church membership and com=-
mitment to Christ. Evangelism is able to work pecople up to

a fever pitch and sweep them into membership with the
church; in this case the method 1s successful, but they
may not know why they are in the church.l Evangelism,

when 1t presents a sound message and wins people to commit
themselves to Christ, will them have accomplished its real

purpose. The method may move people, but the content of

the message will accomplish the results. Effective method
must not be set aside, but it must be remembered that the

message takes first consideration.

lcharles B. Templeton, Evangelism for Tomorr
(New York: Harper and Brothers, ©.1957), DP. 507.
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The message, as we are considering it, will be a
message spoken by laymen., That this 1s the cuse does not
imply that we are able to sacrifice anything by way of
sound theology. Kantonen has written & book on the the=-
ology of evengelism in which he malkos this evident:

Any serlious attempt to define evangellsm indicates at

once li%s central importance in the life and mission

of the church. But it also nakes clear that to under-

stand the meaning of evengelism it is necessary to

understand the evangel, the message which the church

proclaims. Since that is the precisze task of the=-

ology, it follows that there can be no true evan-

gelism without sound theology.2
This would by no means indicate that every lay-svangelist
must be 2 theologilan in the technical sense of the term.
Yet every layman whe would witness for his faith must be
acquainted with what that faith is. Before any men goes
out to speak, he must be instructed in the truths of
Christianity. In the early church Aquila and Priscilla
instructed Apollos in the. true teaching of Christ so that
he might preach with authority. Previously he had had
the motivation to preach, but with their instruction he
was more fully equipped to speak with authority.” So also
the laymen must be instructed so that they might fully
know the things of which they must speak. A watered-down
Christianity must never be presented with the excuse

glven that more people can be reached.

2p, A. Kentonen, gg%o;ogx of Evangelism (Philadelphia:
Muhlenberg Press, €.1954), D. 6.

JActs 18
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The message whilch 1s presented must be a message with
powver. There can be no apologizing for what is sald; there
must be a force to meet every need and every situation. A
flute will not do where a trumpet is needed.4 Christianity
was never & weak religion, but from its first svangelistic
endeavors in the early church, it was a faith which sent
its men ou® to spoak to all and to suffer if nced be to
proclaim Jesus Christ. There was not any lack of force
and the compelling message was recognized by many and ac-
cepted so tha.t the church spread and grew. This is the
type of witnessing that is needed today, the type of mes-
sage which gives not one inch in its attack on the world=-
liness of the times, or in 1ts presentation of Jesus Christ.

The message which 1s spoken nust present the Triune
God in all truth and purity. The Father is presented as
the creator and Lord of all showing His love through His
Son, Jesus Christ. The Christien message will begin with
God and His relation to man. It will have something to
say to this or else it will not be worth hearing.® The
Father is to be presented as the creator of the world, the
one who made all things, and the one who rules and guldes
all events. God made man in His ima.ge; not simply a

living creature, but in His image. Kantonen makes clear
vhat this signifiles:

4Teﬂp1@tﬁn; OD. _c_j_-j_!' D. 22.
Sj. N. Horst ard & mggiog of Evangelism (New
York: Abingdcu Préaa, 1955), De .
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The doctrine that God created man in His own

has tremendous significance for evangelism. It
enables us to assess correctly the divine and the
perverse in human nature. Sin 1s not merely the
frallty of men as he tries to struggle upwards,
It is his whole life out of kilter. '

It must be stressed that God is one to be reckoned with
and not forgotten. God created the world and still rules
1t%; all men must recognize this and take Him into con-
sideration.

The fact that man is not in the perfect state in which
he was created is evident from the condition of the world.
Man has fallen far short of God's law of perfection and
must be made to realize thias. The message which is pre-
sented by men, must first of all convince the unsaved of
their sin. The law of God must be presented by the layman
vho proclaime the message of salvation. Without the con-
- demning effect of the law, the Gospel can have no real
appeal. Paul's letter to the Romans is known as the book
in which the Gospel of salvatlon is presented, and yet
here also the lawv is given in every bit of its severity.
There must be no lessening of this severity if the Gospel
message is to be proclaimsd, God the Father must be pre-
sented first of a2ll as the God who demands a pure life and
righteousness. This will bring home to men their need for
salvation, and a despair of all that they themselves can do.
The law was given to convict man of sin and to this end 1t

must be used in the message of the evangelist.

6Kantonen, op. eit., P. 38
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" This message and convicition of sin will have much more
offect whon it is related to the life situation of the un-
saved. 7The man who 18 not right with his God can hardly
expect to be right with his fellow men. Paul gives testi-
mony that when he first came to Macedonia, theres were fight-
ings among the people and fears within them. Then the mes-
sengers came with the Gospel mossage and the people were
comforted and became & cause of joy to the apostles.’
Thus when these men were made right with their God, the
outward strif'e began to subslde. The ocutward strife was
& sign cf sin end alienation from God. When the message
striltes at the rcot of the trouble, the cure begins to be

effected. This must be the kind of message which gests to
the heart of the problem of the world and strives to heal
the world by making individuals right with their God.

The creator God, who has been set aside by so many, 1s
the God whe has righteous wrath because of the sins of men.
Yot this wrath is not the only attribute of Ged that must
be presented. When a man has been convicted of hils sin
and yearns for a way out, the Gospel of salvation in Jesus

Christ must be presented to him. Central to all Christian
proclamation is the message of the cross. In this the love
of God the Father is made manifest to the world. "God so
loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that
vhosocever believeth in him should not perish, but have

TII cor. T7:5=7
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everlasting 1ife."® This is the message which must move men
to action. This is what God has done for men; this is the
way in which God has made men right wlth Himself. Any pre-
sentation of an evangelistic message which does not make
this its theme will be destined to failure.

There 1s then one question which must be asked of
every men. Homrighausen has set this question up as the
one guestion which 1s determinative of a man's life: .

The greatest questlon that can still be put ©to any

humen being 18, "What do you think of Christ?" COne's

response to 1t l1s determinative. And the situation
into which the evangellist must place men 1s such

that they will see themselves as they are in the

light of all that God intends for them.Y
A question such as this places man in & point where he must
think of his relation to this man, Jesus Christ. The
answer which any men gives will show just where he stands
in his spiritual 1life. It is not a question which can be
pessed off lightly, and with the asking of the question
must come guidance on the part of the ev&ngal:l.st.. We can=-
not ask this question and leave man to go his own way.

Once asked, the question must be followed up. The answer

will determine his eternal life or death.
Jesus Christ, of whom the layman will speak, 1is the
highest good in this life. Men are placed here to believe

8yohn 3:16

SElmer G. Homrighausen, Choose Ye This Day (Philadel-
SRR RES tainsten Prous, orioA3)s melss
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in Christ and to serve Him. If one misses Jesus Christ,.he
has missed &ll that is worth while.lC® This Christ, the
object of our feith, 1s alsc the source of strength for
all who would serve Him. The message of the evangelist
must present Christ as sll-sufficient, -both in this life
eand in the life which is to come. Here upon earth He pro=-
vides comfort in the midsi of trouble, He brings relief
from the sensé of condemmation, and He makes 1t possible
for all men to inherlit eternal life. Because of all this,
it can clearly be sald that whoever has missed Christ, has
missed all things. y

In the fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians, Paul
makes the clinching fact of the Christian faith, the resur-
rection of Jesus. XKentonen lays hold on this in setting
vp the theology of evangelism:

But bscause Christ is & living reality, falth in God,

the forgiveness of sins, power for a new life, and

triumph over death are &lso living reealities. Christ

reises His church with Him to proclaim the triumph of

life. That is what the Gospel of resurrection

means to the theology of evangelism.
What the apostle Paul placed as one of the most important
facts in the 'Gospel message, we cannot set into the back-

ground. The resurrection stands es a testimony that Christ

10r, D, Whitesell, Basic New Testament m%;;s_m
(Grand Rapids: Zondarva.n Publishing House, C€.1949), p. 15.

1llRentonen, op. eit., p. 65.
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was the victor In the fight ageinst sin and death. This
must be the socurce oi much comfort to the unsaved to know
that their sins have been pald for and that Christ showed
himself as their Saviour. This resurrection 1s & histori-
cal fact, it 4did happen and because 1t did, men can pro-
" claim the good news of salvation in Christ.

The Christian life will be essentially a life of
pelieving. Many of the things which the witness will be
called upon to say, will not be able to be proved with the
logic and science of human belngs. A good explanation of
this believing might be the following:

In everyday expsrience, to believe on one means to
accept such & person as being ALL that he claims to
be, and to depend upon him to do ALL that he promisss
to do.12

The Christian life requirss belleving without which that
life cannot exist. The lay evangelist cannot claim to
prove his points, but he must proclaim them and thus sow
the seed of the Word of God. The promise of God must be
remembered, that t.he Christian does not work alome, but
the Holy Spirit works with him. A turning to Christ does
not come through infallible proofs, but through the work
of God.

Finally, the message must always be a message of Ghria'_h
érucified. Some will go out with an invitation to Join the

12§, Ellis, Fishing for (Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing House, ©.1955), e
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church, to take part in its activities; as it wers, to join
a new aoc;l.et-y. Such considerations must be kept secondary
to the message of salvation lest its effect be lost.
Sweazey realized this when he stresses the attractivensss

of Christ:

By far the finest and most effective contact ths church
hes with the minds of modern men 1s through the attrac-
tiveness of Jesus Christ Himself. This is the appsal
that 1n some sense, is involved in all the others.
Though theore are many who are anxiocus to criticize
the church end church members, ihere are few who will
criticize Christ. As far as He is known, He is
loved and admired. It is in this agreement about
Christ that the church f'inds its first common ground
with many people.
To base the presentation of the Gospel on the appeal of a
church that is filled wilth strliie is sheer fclly. dJesus
Christ must ever remaln the center of the message and
people must be won first to Him. Then they will realize
just what ths church reelly is. Until they reallze this,

Christ is our messags.
The Message Meets a Need

The message of the evangelist is presented to meet a
real need on the part of the ‘unsa.ved‘world. Many feel
that the Christian religion is something that is felt only
in the church on Sunday morning. There is more to it than
that mistaken notion. Christianity must be felt throughout

3Gsorgs Bagar Sweasey, Effestive Evengelism: The
Greatest wogx?: in the World (New York: Harper and Brothers,
Ce » De 68.
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the life of the home and the community. It is more than
Just a commen church membership that holds a family to-
gether. Families which have a common faith in Christ learn
to exercise the principles of their Christianity in their
life at home and under this sense there 1s a new guidance
to life and a new avareness of the presence of Christ.l4
It 1s this sense of Christian life which meets the need of
the home. The Gospel of Christ and the new life which
comes through it will be & unifying force in the home. In
the communlity as in the home the Gospel will meet a need
for unification and a newv foundation for the acts of each
indilvidusl's life. The church must not hesitate to hold
its witness bef'ore the people of the community. To .a.ny
community, the church is an asset as long as 1t bears
vitness to Christ and does his work, The Christiian who
bears witness wlll never forget that many in his own
community are condemned by their own wrong: judgments and
will be lost without his witness.l® In this way the need
of the community may be met.

The message of the Gospel must first be aimed to meet
the need of each individual. In a time when the world is
in constant turmoll, there is a need for something which

141b14.

15Gaines S. Dobbins, Evangelism Accord to Christ .
(New York: Harper and Brothers, ©.1949), Pp. 166.
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is solid. That need is met by the message which is brought.
The gadgets and the psychology of the world have never been
able to accomplish what the message of the Gospel can d‘o.16
Diplomats are looking for an answer to the fear which grips
many men. The answer 1s found not at conference tables but
in the message of comfort which comes from Christ. The
church has a message of salvation from fear and for this,
it skhould find many interested people.17 The world tries
to offer a solution for loneliness, and fails. The church
meets this challenge with a fellowship based on one Saviour.
In tﬁis it succeeds. Sweazey sums up the meeting of uncer-
tainty 1ln these words:

lany are wvondering whether their ideals are realistic,

whether the universe is hostile or ilndifferent to

human values. To them the church can bring the

mowledge that the Ultimate Power 1s on thelr side;

that what Christ was in time, God is in etermity.

It can proclalim to philosopher and children the

profoundesg and simplest fact of existence, "God

is love."l
These sum up the wey in which the message meets the needs
of our time. Beyond the offering of salvatlion, there comes
with the message an offer of peace of mind. This is what
the evangelist is going out tc present. It is something

wvhich the world would be glad to have.

16ynitesell, op. eit., P+ 15.
173?6“9’; Op. ¢ilt., De. 62-
lel_b_i_go, DPe 65.
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One of the most lmporiant questions which the evan=-
gelist must answer 1s the question of the life after death.
It may be taken for granted that all men believe in a life
after death, vhether they will admit it or not. Certainly
their minds will not let them in peace about the life to
come. In all periods of history we see evidence of this,
the relics in pre~historic tombs and the delusions of the
spiritualists. Evangelism must come to grips with this
problem if it :I.é to glve peace of mind.19 Men fear death
because they fear what will come afterward. The sacrifice
of Christ gives men the answer to this. Christ died to
prepare the way to heaven. The promise of God for all men
is eternal salvation. Through the faith which the evan-
gelist must proclaim; men are able to be assured of eternal
life. With this fear removed, life can be faced with a

new perspective.
How the lMessage is Presented

Before any Christien goes out to bear witness to his
faith, he must have the help that God can give to him.
This makes 'it imperative that the first step in any pro-

gram be prayer. Preyer and witness work together as

- Conant expresses 1t:

19Dobbins, op. Slte; P. 52.
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And so just as prayer 1s needed to open the way for
the witnessing, so wiltnessing is needed to accomplish
the work for which praying opened the way.20

The prayer of the witness must be directed in two ways.
First of all, 1t must be directed to God for help in the
work of proclaiming the Gospel; then it must be mede in
behalf of those who will be reached with the message of
salvation, The Holy Spirit must work in both the witness
and the unsaved person. It is through this that the souls
of men will be won. The church 1s not in competition with
the world in presenting pleasures. The church will be out=
bid every time 1t tries to succeed in the ways of the
" world.?l Only with the power which comes through the
Spirit will the evangelist be able to succeed in his task
cf proclaiming the Word. This is the power which comes
vhen Christians ask God to bless them and their work,
Without the Christian himself speaking a word to the
outsider, the witness is begun. The church worshipping
and working as & group presentis a powerful witness to the
world. The local church, in fact, is the springboard from
vhich all witness must come. It must be full of warmth,
friendly, full of good works amnd prayer, and it must point
to Jesus Christ as the salvation of the world.2Z2 From

such & church the witnesses go out to proclaim to indi-
viduals the Gospel of Christ. That a church with such

20yudson E. Conant, %m E elism (Revised
Edition: New York: Harper Brotuhers, 22), pe. 100,

2lconant, op. eit.s P+ 90.

22Wnitesell, op. Sit., p. 146.
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virtues should stand in & community, is a testimony to
that wvhich men belleve. The church expresses 1ltself in
its activity, whether such activity 1s confined to its
owvn members, or whether it is an activity which reaches
out to the welfare of the community. Every agency of the
church is a part of the church's total witness and a fore-
runner to the witness of the individual.23

Before the Christian is able to bring any effective
witness by word of mouth, he must be sure that his life
measures up to that which is expected of a Christian.
The entire life must be considered as a medium of witness.
In all relations with human beings, the Christian is under
scrutiny to see whether he acts as he believes and spesks.
This is the first important task of every Christian. The
manner in which a man attends his church, his participation
in wvorship, his business dealings, his life of service in
his church and community, all these things are seen and
reckoned for or against the falith for which he stands.
Without a good reputation, there is no strong foundation
for the witness which he must bear. The results of this
type of witness cannot be complled as statistics in evan=-
gelism, but without it all evangelism is a lost cause.24

23Paul J. Hoh, "Just What 1is Evangelisn? » Lutheran
World Review, I (July 1948), 59...:

24Heinrich Rendtorff, "Brief Studies: Toward a Mis-

ﬁgggh 1S§§f°h' g.gnseﬂéé Iheolozical
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After the life of the Christlan has set the stage for
his wvork, he must be ready to go and tell others. 1In spite
of the greatness of what the church has to offer, men will
not come runnling to receive 1lt. The evangelist must sesck
out those who are unsaved, for they do not realize ths
importence of salvation in Christ. If they did, they would
be in the church whenever possible. The task of the Chris-
tien is to expose men %o Christ, so thet no cne may say
that he has not heard of Christ. Through the word of
Christians, men can be reached wilith this all-important
MeSSaZe .

Zhe message must be presented whersver possible. It
must become & part of daily conversation sc that everyone
with whom the Christien comes into contact will hesar of
the love of God. @(reen vsed the term, "to gossip Chris-
tienity," to describe the way in which Christians follow
up the new life with many words about Christ. The con-
versation of the women over the back fence, the business
tallks of men, the soclal conversations, all these must
be tainted with the Gospel of Christ.25 Christ himself

talked to people wherever He could. At the well, He spoke
to the Samariten woman; by night, He spoke to Nicodemus;
He spoke to Zacchasus and the Syrophenicilan woman right
where He met them. His method was persocnal, meeting the

25Bryan Green, The ___A_g,l’mc ce of Evsngelism (New York:
Charles Scribner's Somns, €.1951), pp. 209f.
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needs of each person on the spot. We do the same thing
vhen we carry out personal evangelism. The greatest con=-
sideration is to "tell the story," whether it be among
the members of the family, among'thosa we know best as
our friends, or among the people who have never heard 1it.
With prayer in the heart, this telling will bear rich
£ruit.20

The approach in all cases must be tactful or the good
of the message will disappear in r_esentment against the
one who bears witness. Dobbins speaks harshly of those
whe reject taciful means: ‘

Concerning every type of approach and every aspect of

method, the question should be asked: "Is it tactful,

courteous, considerate, kind?" If not, it is_not

according to Christ, and should be rejected.27
It is obvious that the same things which destroy will also
hinder the witness of the Christian laymen. Such tact must
be remembered whenever the Christian perceives an oppor=-
tunity to spe_ak. in bohalf of his Lord Jesus Christ.

' Whenever the message 1s spoken, 1t must be remembered
that this message comes into a normal world. There is no
part of the world where the message cannot reach, no situ-~
ation of life where the message cannot be applied. Jesus
performed a miracle at a wedding feast in order to save a

26paul C, Nyholm, "Evangelism as a Task for the Laity,®
Lutheran World Review, II (January 1950), 186. = .

2TDobbins, op. git., P. 201.
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neighbor from social embarrassment. That He should have
done this is highly meaningful.2® Christ came with His
works and teachings Into all phases of life. Every man
can be reached by the Gospel, even though there must be
& varlety of epproaches. This Sweazey makes clear as he
varns against disappointment:

It is unrealistic to expect people to feel the lack

of something they have never 3 an approach on that

line may well get the complacent response that nothing
more is needed. An svangelist will be ‘doomed to dis=~
appointment if he assumes that everyone is oppressed
by & sense of sin or appreciates Christian fellow=-
ship, or 1s dissatisfied with secular living. The
only assumptlion the evangelist can mske is that God
has provided some way to approach every auma.n belng.

When one wey falls he must try another.? _
The Christian must show patience in his wo'rk-as he tries to
reach the unsaved men. PDiscouragsment must be ruled out
lest, in the face of fallure, the Christian relax in his
effort.

The Christian must remember also when 1t 15-_best‘ to
bring the message of salvation. The Gospel when presented
in times. of crisis, often falls on receptive ears. The
evangelist, no less than the pyschologlst should realize °
the strategic times to approach a person about his scul's
salvation, Times in which an approach may be more easily

made are the following: courtship. and marriage, the birth

zslhmcg jo I 4S5,
29$weazey, 22. Glte, De 59.
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of a baby, the death of a loved ocne, times of trouble, and
times of spiritual tensicn.’? Such times are golden oppor-'-
tunitles off'ered to evory Christian and cannot be wasted
if men are to be reached with the word of the Gospel. When
& man is at the point where he resalizes that "something
muest be done," the Christian must be ready to suggest a
turning to Christ and his way of life. An opportunity,
once missed, may not return again.

Along with the’messa.ge must come help in a2 tangilble
form. It mesy never b3 said of the Christian that he wit-
nesses to his faith but does not show love and concern for
the bodily needs of hls neighbor. By working to help
others, by giving to help them in nsed, the Christian pre-
pergs the way for effesctive witness. The rellef program
of the church and a similar program on an individuel scale
can do much to open the hearts of men to hear the Gospel.
Such works are an example of the love of Christ put into
action. The Lord would have us make the focd in our

larders, on our tables, and in our lunch boxes instru-
mentel for the winning of disciples.”’l This will meke the

message spoken hy the Christian serve as an explanation for
the life he leads. It will be the reason why he does the

good works that he does,

30y, 8, Avery, and R, E. Lesher, You Shall be My Wit-
nesses (Philadelphias Muhlenberg Press, C.1948), PPe oo,

3lgreen, op. cit., p. 142,
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Many Christians like to use the medium of booka to
reach people who are Inclined to reading. This is done
by lending a book on Christisn truth and asking the person
to bring it back. When the book is returned a simple ques=-
tion as to the reeder’s opiniocn will be the opening for a
discussion of the Gospel message. Approeches such as this
call on the resourcefulness of the lay witness. Any
method llike this, which is found to be effective in the
spreading of the message and does not detract from it,

nust be considered a valuable tool in this work.
The Goals of the Nessage

When the Christlan goes out to present the message of
selvation, he must not go out without a purpose. The mes=-
sage of the Gospel, once spoken, allows no neutrality. A
man ls either for or ageinst Christ. Hence there must be
a real purpose to witness other than merely presenting the
body of truth. The lay evangelist can go out with the
intention of provoking a decision irrespectiive of what
that decision may be., This wl.l not be accomplishing the
task of winning mea. BMerely because & man can no longer
plead ignorance of the salvation in Christ, does not mean
that the task has been done according to the will of God.
The will of God is that all men should be saved, and this

then should be the first goal of all Christian witness.
Green expresses the way in which men react to the summons
of God:
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The church bears her wider witness, and makes the

contacts of pre-evangelism; she must also directly

proclaim her Gospel, summoning men to come to God

in Christ. Some will be interested and listen; some

vi%l :zxot. Some will decide for Christ, and some will

NOoTe
This places a responsibility on each Christian that he use
every effort and opportunity to make sure that as many as
posslble will be among those who decide for Christ,

This winning of men to Christ will involve for them
& change of life, a turning from the life of sin to the
life of the converted Christian. The mnew Christian must
never be allowed to think that the new 1ife consists in
putting avay several pet sins. Homrighausen relates this
conversion to the ant:l.lje lifes

In all our conversion from sin, we must be careful

not to fall into the older emphssis upon conversion

from particular sins., This has the tenden to make

conversion relate itself to specific moral lapses,

although these are involved in the Biblical con-

ception of sin. This makes comversion also partial

and £r ary, related only to certain extermal

practices. £ n
Conversion involves the whole man; his whole life must be
rededicated to Christ. This serves to make the task of the
lay evangelist even & little more difficult, for the goal
reaches more deeply into the lives of the men to vhom the
witness speaks.

Each new Christisn should bscome the same kind of

Christian as the man who brought the word to-him. It ;I.s

320!.011, £op. m-, Pe 4.
JJHomrighausen, 9p. 8it., p. 90.
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not the faulits that are to be copied, but the sense of
comnitment to Christ. This may not take place at first,
but it should be the goal for which the witness is given,
and the goal toward which both the converted man and the
witness work after conversion. The converted man will
not be able to move on in his Christian life without help,
and the more meture Christians must provide that help.
This is & most vital part of the Christian witness, that
it be followed with & program of Christian growth. This
should also be kept in the mind of the witness at all times.
The witnees is God's instrument to make new Christians and
add to the body of the church.

Sweazey would advocate that the new Christian be given
an opportunity to give public testimony of his faith, He
advances the following reason:

l. Declaring a falth strengthens it.

2. A person is more likely to remain. trus to a2 pur-
pose when he has told about 1t.

5« A willingness to speak up and be counted for what
is believed is necessary to discipleship.

4., A Christian must express his gratitude to Christ.

5. The unashamed profession of faith is a sound start
in witness-bearing.

6. The faith of the audience is remewed and strength-
ened.

7. One who is publicly identified as & Christian is
saying to all the bewlldered people who are grop-

ing for moorings or tempted by false faiths, "I
have found the way, the truth, and the life,"34

Asyeazey, op. clt., p. 46.
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The 1des cof public testimony must never be made :I.mpgra.tive
but 1t must be kept as an opportunity for a new Christian
t0 bear his first witness and prepare his road for further
service in the Lord's kingdom.

The final goal of the witness of the layman should be
t0 bring the converted man into the fellowship of the church.
It is inconcelvable that & Christlan should be able to con-
tinue his growth in falth outside the fellowship of those
who, like him, have come to Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Tompleton links evangelism and the increase of church
momberghlip as of highest importance:

The goal of‘eva.ug;elism is to win men to Christ and the

church; not to one or the other, but to both. As

et b I R el
This malkes the end goal of evangelism church membership.
The first and primary goal remains the winning of men to
Christ, but men who are won to Christ must come together
in His body, the church.

The Christian who sets out to win souls for Christ
must have fulfilled the conditions of his message. He
must have recelved that messsge for himself; he must be
acquainted with the Christian truths. There must be a
real purpose and strengtlhh behind his uork.,_ The Christian

who has himself drawn close to God, prepared himself for
work, and given himself to the will of God will become an
effective tool in the enlerging of the kingdom of God.

35T0mplaton, Op. Q’-Eo; p. 1l1l.



CHAPTER VI
THE "FEED-BACK" BENEFITS OF 1AY EVANGELISM ;

Personal lay evangelism, put lnto a working practice,
wlll return to the worker and to his congregation many
real benefits. Within ths lifs of the congregation there
will be & strengthening of the spirit of worship, am in-
creased intsrest in the general work of the church, and
& nevw scnse of practicallty ‘to each man's raligion.l
With such a spirit of urgency in the work which is being
done, the life of the congregation will have taken on
real purpose. No longer will the members assemble on a
Sunday morning and seemingly leave thelr religion in the
church. With such & new purpcse, they will take what they
have learned with them; they will draw on the inspiration
of the‘ service to continue the work they have begun. On
the pastor too, there will be some real effects noticeable.
He 1s able to stand in his pulpit on Sunday morning and
see a congregation which, he knows, will back up the words
which he speaks with their own words and support. Whean
each man has begun to work &t the task of winning souls,
then the various facets of church liife will take on new
meaning in relation to the real purpose for the church's

existence.,

34, ¢c. Smith, C and See: a Manual of Perzonal

Evangelism (Richmond, Va.: Onward Press, 1927), p. 102.
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The entire program of the church in its various or-
ganizations will receive a new spiritual orientation. As
no other activity can do, personal evangelism p;-omotee ‘
real Christian fellowship., The highest form of fellow=-
ship is speaking to one another about salvation in Christ.2
Soclel activities will have the new purpose of bringing
converts Into the circle of friendship of the church.
flere also will be found new opportunities for practice in
the witnessing which must be the center of life. Societies
whlch previously could give no valid reason for existing,
will have a real purpose. As men learn to speak the
Gozpel to ocne another, they will learn also to live with
one another and show & real spirit of Christien friendship.
Personal evangelism, essentially & matter of each man's
life and work, becomes something which is vitally con-
cerned with the church. It begins with the work of the
church and returns to that church many benefits, in fact,
the return is multiplied many times.

Within the life of the individuals which make up the
church, there 1s a new sense of faith. It seems like a
paradox, but it is true that the more one gives away of
his faith, the more he has fcr himseli. The Christian
faith is much strengthened in tie act of sharing with

2Ibid., p. 100.
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others. For thls reason, many encourage the young converts
to share with others, for thay have just lately come from
the old life and spesk with conviction and concern; and it
is concern more than knowledge that brings people to God.”>
When the indilvidual falth of each man is strengthened, the
church as a whole benefilits from this,

When a man witnesses to his faith, he is ferced by his
situation to think about 1t. Psychologists will tell us
that a man never really knows something until he 1is able
to express it to others.? This gives food for thought as
the church realizes that many of i1ts members would be at
a loss to adequately express thelr faith outside of the
creeds end formulations of the church. Personal witness-
ing for the Gospel will give them the opportunity to say
vhat these things mean to them and to formulate for them-
selves their Christiasn faith. Sweazey considers this a
most important benefit which each man receives from his
personal work in witnesslng:

The evangelist is always his own first convert. The

laymen who tries to tell someone about Christianity,

and spends the next day thinking of the things he

wishes he had said, will be learning more practical
theolcgy than in a year of pew warming.®

2arthur C. Archibald, Establis the Converts
(Fhiladelphia: Judson Press, c.¥§52t}l, Pe. 90.

4Ipid., p. 65.
SGeorge Edgar Sweazey, Effective Evangelism: The Great-

est vsigrk in the World (New York: Harper and Brothers, 0.1953)
Pe 99 _
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There can be little doubt that the layman will be forced to
stop and think about his religion, to ponder what it really
is. ©Such meditation will not only better prepare him to
witness to others, but will also make in.-his own heart a
stronger faith.

With the active participation in a program of lay wit-
nessing, the Christian religion ceases to be merely a vague
obligation and i1s turned into a real and living force. 1t
is no longer a metter of the mind alone, a matter of one's
personal feelings alone, but it involves many in its scope.
Sweazey relates this to the Christian's duty:

A program of lay evengelistic visiting gives church

members the immediate practical things which they

can do to share thelr falth, It turns a vague ob=-
ligation into en ilmmediate task. It shows how and
when and who, That trulsm which all church members
accept--"A Christian's duty i1s to witness"-=quite
suddenly ceases to be a platitude wvhen a person
finds himself on a doorstep and hears scmeone coming
to the door.©
Thet religlion should be made real in the lives of indi-~
viduals is the goal of every pastor's work. Personal evan-
gelism accomplishes that and turns a religion of intentlons
into a religion of actions with a purpose.

Each Christian as he goes out to meet the problems of

men with the Word of God is thrown to & nevw reliance on

that same Word of God. When a man is sent to study the

-6Ibgnl Do 40.
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Word of God so that he may better tell 1t to others, he
will learn much for himself. In working for others, a
man can recelve more for himself ithan he would if he were
working from selfish motives., The Word bescomes the au=-

thority by which he solves other pecople's problems and

- T T el L e, e o e

becomes also the authority by which he solves his own
problems. Being thrown to the Word of God 1s one of the
greatest things that can happen to a man., Face to face
with the problems of souls, & man will learn to fathom
the problems and distresses of our times. Ie becomss con=-
fident in tho power of the Gospel and learns to put his
trust entirely in this./ This is the sort of thing that
grows; the more a man wiitnesses, the more he has to which
he may beer that witness. He will, as he works, be able
to say, "Jesus Christ is my Saviour; He is my life and my
all-sufficient Lord."

With the increase in falth comes also an increase in
the Christien life. The fact that men work for Christ and
through this become more like Christ in their works of
benevolence is made to account for much_ of the happiness

and joy of the Christian 1ife.® Sweazey, in writing his

TD. M. Prats, The Rewards of Perscnel Evangelism, the
Master's Method of Winning Hep (New To%: Fﬁ{gg H. Revell,
c.1922), p. 105.

8narles F. Beach, o%m% Evangelism (Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, ¢.1905), p. 221, ;
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book, gathered from many sources testimonles as to the
effects of lay evangelism on the members of the congrega~
tion. From the pastor of a large Kansas Clty church, he
quotes:

Many have been brought into the church, but the best

effect has bsen on the men and women who have made

the calls. They are fimer, mors mature Christians;
they have a clearer conception of what they believe
and of ths value of their faith; they are more loyal
churchmen, more solidly interested in the whole pro=-
gram of the church than before. Life is richer,
broader and mors satisfying because they have learmed
the joy of a definite service to Christ in witnessing
for Him end His church.9

lMen who speak more of Christ will become mors like Him,

fuller in their actlions as Christians, bearing witness by

his actions that he 1s a disciple of Christ.

Within the life of Christians there should come & new
spirit of thanksglving as they see the things from which
they have been saved. Meeting the peopls of the world,
end paying attention to thelr problems will make Chris-
tians aware of the blessings which have been givem to
them, both the blessings of peace and the blessings of
the faith of Jesus Christ. Personal evangelism should
send the saved to their knees in devout thanksgiving for
the fact that they have been chosen as a holy people to

work for God.109 This 1s one of the attitudes which is

9Sweazey, op. cit., p. 100.

10gaines S. Dobbins, Evangelism Acco o
(New York: Harper and Brothers, c¢.l949), p. 155.
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sought in the life of every Christlian, and yet is never
found. Personel work gives Christians an opportunity to
find the spirit of thanksglving.

With thlis spirit of thanksgiving is given an outside
aim for prayer. '"For what shall I pray", is often the cry
of the Christian. With his mind directed toward personal
witness for the Saviour, intercessory prayer must become
& real part of his life. The object of prayer, to the
perscnal wltness-bearer, becomes somethling outside of him-
self end begins to lose the tinges of selfishness.ll This,
too, sends him to hls knees as he seeks from God the help
which he needs to carry on his work and prays on behalf
of those to whom he will speak. :

The joy of the Christian is made full in winning others
to Christ. This is a great reward in the work of the king-
dom. Pratt sums up the joy of the Christlans when he comes
to the rewards of personal evangelism:

No joy can surpass that of winning a soul to Jesus
Christ, or to a higher plamne of spiritual life. This
is the "joy of the Lord," the joy felt "in the pres-
ence of the angels of God over one sinner that re-
penteth," This was the Master's abiding happiness,
the spiritual contentment and satisfaction that He
promised His disciples when He said: "That ny“_lgy

may be in you, and that your joy may be full.

Thet Christians should have such joy is a gift of God, a

gift given as men work, doing the work Christ has sent them

Lllgmith, op. elt., p. 98.
12?:‘8.1.‘.1.‘., Op. _QL‘;_!, Pe 102.
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to do. Christ intended that the Christilan life should be
completely fulfilled and through the full .1life, he brings i
joy to all men. The Christian witnesses that his joy mey
be full, that ho may see men comling to Christ to receive
the blessings of salvation.

Beycnd the spiritusl satisfaction, there is a certain
human satlsfaction mixed with the work of bringing men to
-the Gospel. This work has been described as one of the
most fascilnating and rewarding works on earth.l> This
human compensation will be present in the rewards given
to the witness, but by far, the spiritual rewards will
romain the greater. Novertheless, men will be able to
speak of this fascination which they receive from doing
the work of the Loxd.

1t becbmes apparent that the work of winning souls for
Christ benefits not only the souls which are won, but also
the souls of the men who do the work of spreading the
Gospel. By association, the Gospel becomes more familiar
and a stronger part of life. Those who go out %o win men,
win themselves to a greater degree and strengthen the church
which they hold as their home. This is how the Lord in-
tended His l:ingdom to be built and He will bless the work

as 1t i curried on.

151bid., p. 53.



CHAPTER VII
CONCLUSIONS

Without & doubt, the challenge of the times 1s great.
The church faces a world that is largely without Christ.
It is a world that seems bent on its own destruction.
Before this can happen, the church must bring the message
of salvation to those 'who have not heard it. We have ex-

amined the needs of men, the needs of the nation, and must .

diligently set the laity to the task of meeting the need.
We found that men are now much more in communication with
't'.hosel outside thelr family thasn at any time before. This
is the golden opportunity for the churgh to reach the un=-
saved with its message. The work of the church is the
responsibility of all 1ts members, for these are the very
people who are the church of God.

We heard the command of God to this work; we heard the

promises which He gave to those who are engaged im 1%,
promises of help and promises of reward and spiritual gain
from the carrying out of God's command. Not only the com-
mends of God, but elso the situation of the times demands
that all laymen shoulder the task. With a great shortage
of workers, there is still a great harvest to be reaped.
This shoz;ta.ge must be made up if .the work of the kingdom
is not to suffer. The challenge that is presented to the
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church is the challenge which every pastor must present to
his congregation as together they f'a.co the community in
which the congregetion makes its earthly home.

The Gospel of salvation has been the starting point
for the church; to this day i1t remains its central mes- :
sage. The work of the church and the work of the evan-
gelist consists in bringing this message to all men and
in a.pplyj.né it to their lives. We have seen how men can
bring this message to others, how they can be trained and
instructed to do this work effectively. Basically, 1t is
training men to give of themselves and let it show that
they are Christians in all they do, Be a Christian and
do your Christian duty, is the summary of the working
order of every layman.

In each place, the congregation must survey the people
of the region and find out how best to meet these people.
Then the principles which have i)eon set forth in -thu study
may be applied and put into operation. The message will
alvays be the same, but its application ny vary greatly. .
Each man, dedicated to his task, must seek to apply that £r
Gospel in the most effective manner. With great numbers |
of the lalty emgaged in this work, the church vill be able
tomotWMMdmtmwmtomu : 4
parish evengelism. The church, voung un-augu muu- |
uals, wmmgmto-nnunaonut.
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