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Ctuttgarter Jugend= und Familienbibel sur Ginfiifrung ind Bibellefen.
Mit Vildern von Rudolf Sdhdfer. Privilegierte Wiicttemberger
Bibelanftalt, Stuttgart. 494 und 394 Seiten, mit Anhang (Ieittafel,
Familiendyronif, Karten und Vilbern), 7X10. Preis: RAL 3.60.

Died ift cin Pradhtband, jowohl wad Drud als aud) wad WUusftattung ans

~ longt, und cin toiichiger Veitrag jum Jubilium ber Lutherbibel. Die Aus:

toahl be2 Tepted ijt im grofen und ganzen gut gelungem, und bie einfilhrenden
Grlduterungen find gumeift juteeffend. MNur fehit mandierorts bie Klarheit und
Gnt{dhiedenDheit der Lehrdarftellung, bic wir 3. B. bei Luther finden. Der meffia=
nifde Inhalt bon 1 Mof. 3, 15; 2 Sam. 7, 19; Hiod 19, 25—27; Pi. 22; Jef. 53;
Mal. 3, 20; Spr. 8 ujiv. fommt leider nicht genitgend zur Geltung. Gerade biefe
Stellen hitten gritndlidier behanbelt und entidhicbener betont toerden follen. Die
Bilber (in Facben) von Rudolf Sdifer find in feinftem Farbendrud ticdergegeden.
P. C Kregmannmn,

‘H ITAAAIA AIAGHKH KATA TOYS "EBAOMHKONTA, Vetus Testa-
mentum Graecum iuxta Septuaginte Interpretes, ex Auctoritate
Sixti V. Pont, Max. Editum. Iuxta exemplar originale Vaticanum
Romae editum 1587 quoad textum accuratissime et ad amussim
recusum cura et studio Leandri Van Ess, S. theol. doctoris. Editio
stereotypa Caroli Tauchnitii, novis curis correcta et aucta. Sumti-
bus Ernesti Bredtii, Lipsiae. (Grnft:Bredt-Werlng, Leipsig.) 1,027
Seiten 574 X8, in Qinwand mit Goldtitel gebunden. Preis: M. 9.

Wic lenfen gern bie Anufmerfjamieit auf bdiefen Neudrud ber befannten
Septucgintaausgabe, der im borigen Jahre erjdhienen ift undb bei, wenn aud) nidt
gldnjender, jo bod) burdjans befricdigender Ausjtattung fiic ben fehr billigen
Preis von 9 Marl angeboten toirh. Dad it natiiclid) nur moglidh daburd), dap
ber Reudrud von Platten gejdhehen ift. 1ber den Wert der Septuaginta fite
bag Studium bes fhebrdijdyen Alten wie bed griedhijehen Neuen Teftaments be-
ftebt mur ein Urteil. Man wird wohl nidit fo toeit gefen fénnen ivie der
belaunte rationaliftijhe Ausleger ded Alten Teftaments Hifig, von dbem Kneuder,
der HerausSgeber von Hiligs »Vorlejungen iiber biblifde Theologic, mitteilt, daj
biefer die altteftamentlichen fibungen in feinem Seminar in Heidelberg mit dber
grage und Aufforderung an die Studenten cinjuleiten pilegte: ,Meine Herren,
baben Sie cine Septuaginta? Wenn nidht, fo verlaufen Sic alles, was Sie
haben, und laufen Sie fid) cine Septuaginta.” Wber Dr. E. G, Sihler Hat gelwil
redit, wenn er bor einigen Jahren jdriecdb: “To read con amore the Greek
New Testament and to make it the most imperishable of all books, a ver-
itable vademecum in this little and troubled life, even to do this efficiently,
the theologian should read the Septuagint with equal facility.” Ric be=
tonen jeht nur ben Wert der LXX fiic die Tertfritil des Ulten Teftaments und
jut Lijung getvifjer Schivicrigleiten, indem lvir baran crinnern, baf biefe dltefte
Bibeltiberfefung ber Welt jirfa 500 Jahre dlter ift als bdie jehjige Teftalt bes
Bebriifdhen mafjoretijhen Texte3 und daf die dlteften LXX-Manujlripte ebenfalls
gicla 500 Jahre dlter find als bie dlteften Hebrdifchen Manuflvipte. 1 Sam. 6, 15
lefen moir, baf bie Qebiten bic Qade be8 HEren fefiten ,auf den grofen Stein’,
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der dajelbft war, V. 14, und B. 18 ift bic Rede bon bem ,groken Wbel, darauf
fic bic Qabe bes OGrrn liegen”. a8 ift ober iwar bas ,grofe Ubel*? WAle
dlteren und neueren Grildrungen find gejtoungen und diberfiiiffig; ein BMfid
auf die LXX I3ft dic Scywicrigleit, benn fic hat bas Hebraifde San, Ubel, mit
AiBov, Stein, iiberfeit und geigt bamit am, bafi Bier ein elnf(uid Berfehen
fpdterer Abfdyreiber borlicgt, bie, twie das BfterS vorgefommen ift, die einander
abulidhen Vuchjtaben 5 und ] verived)felt haben und in ber alten, unpunitierten
Sdyrift ban ftatt jan fdhricben. Nun ift allecbings feit ber Septuagintaansgabe
bed rimijdyen Gelehrien Leander Van Ef;, von der bann fpiter ber um bdie berjdies
denften Ansgaben des griedyijchen, lateinijhen und deutfden BVibeltertes fo Hody
berdiente Gberhard Neftle amonym ben vorliegenden neuen AUbdrud beforgt Bat,
febr fleijio auf dbem Gebiet der Septuagintaforfdung gearbeitet ivorbem; und
bie befannte freundidhaftliche Rivalitdt, bie jivijden den engldndifder und deutjd:
landifden Gelehrien in bejug auf bie Teptfritil des Neuen Teftaments jur
Trabition qelworden ift, Hat fich aud) auf die Septuagintaftudien ecfiredt. JIn
Gngland erfdeint nad)y manderlei andern Septuagintaarbeiten befonders bon
Hatd) und Stocet die jogenanntc Cambridge Septuagint bon Broofe und McLean,
cin aundgejeidmetes Werl; aber ¢ ift nod) lingft nidyt fertig, obwohl fdon mehr
alg fitnfundsiwanyig Jahre daran gearbeitet wirh. JIn Deutjdland ift dbas grofe
Septuagintaunternehmen ber Giotiinger Gefelljchaft ber Wiffenjdhaften ins Werl
gefefit unter der Ceitung von Aflfred Nahlfs, der gegentvdrtig als eine Haupts
autoritdt in ber Septuagintaforjdung ailt und deffen “generous help” Broole
offentlicy anerfannt Hat; aber aud) dicfes LWerf, von bem crft cingelne Teile
erfehienen find, wird nod) auf Jahre Hinausd feiner Vollendbung Harren miiffen.
Naturgemif find dieje beiden Werfe and) giemlid) Toftfpielig. Hier aber wird
nun eine fiic alle praftijpen Jwede andreidende Septuagintaausgabe dargeboten,
bie, Wwenn and) nicht auf der Dohe ber gegentvdrtigen Septuagintaforjdung fefend,
bod) beftindig in den Stereotypplatten verbefjert und nun jum fiinften Male anfs
gelegt worden ift. Daju lommen aud) 23 Seiten Epilegomena mit wertbollen
Mitteifungen und Literaturangaben, obwobhl aud) Hier die Begichungen auf die
neuejten Forjchungen jehlen. Der Tert, der jugrunde gelegt worden ift, ift ber
jogenannte Sirtinijdye ober Vatilanijdhe, vom dem in neuerer Jeit aud) cine
biplomatijc) genaue Ausgabe Hergeftelit worbem ift, die aber nicdht Iweniger als
720 MeidhSmar? foftet. Da dic Septuaginta aud) bdie Apolcpphen enthielt, fo
finben fie fich auch in dicfer Ausgabe: das jogenannte dritte Esrabud), Tobias,
Jubith, die Jufike ju Ejther, Weisheit, Sirad), Varud), ber Bricf bes Jeremias,
bag (jebet Afarid, der Gefang ber bdbrei Minner im Feuer, bie Gefdhidte von
ber Sujanna, vom Vel und vom Dradhen ju BVabel, drei Bilder der Mallabier
und bas Gicbet Manajjes. Da man bftecs Veranlafjung Hat, den griedijden
ezt der Upoleyphen nachzujchlagen, fo fommt cinem aud) dabei dieje Handlide
UAusgabe jujtatten. Und man fanun dann aud) twicder mit cinem Blid er:
fennen, was dbie LXX qus bem Githerbuc) gemadyt haben, indem fie bie Tanonis
fdhen Stiide und die apolryphijhen Jujige vermifdyten und bdas Bud) fogar mit
cinem apofryphifhen Kapitel Beginnen licfen, toad fiir Quihers Ausfpriide fibec
bas Githerbud) von Vedeutung ift. (BVol. Lehre und Wehee, 71, 162: ,Luthees
Ausfpriide fiber bas Buch Ejther.) GEin jlingerer Paftor unferer Shnobde, etiva
aBIf bié fiinfsehn Jahre im Umt, fdyrieb mir gerabe an bem Tage, an bem
idy dieje Anjeige su Papicr bradite, folgende Worte:

w3 Habe auf dem Gollege und dem Seminar immer die Spraden bevorugt
unbd Habe feit ber Jeit mit Vorlicbe Eregefe getrieben, obwohl idy mehrere Jahre
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biel 3u fafren Hatte und ein Jahr Gemeindefhule (eigentlich junior high school)
gebalten habe. Die ftenographifhen Uufaeidimungen, bie idh in Yhren und Peof.
Pardbieds Borlefungen gemadyt Habe, Habe ih immer twieder ftudiest. Nad) und
nad) habe id) mic eine ganye Unzahl Kommentare anfjdjaffen tdnnen. Stddhardts
fotte i) fdon alle in St. Qouis. Robertjons Grammatit ift mein fteter Be:
gleiter filc ba8 Neue Tejtament und Gefenius:fauffd fiic dbas Alte. . . . Aud
Debe i) mir bor Jahren eine Septuaginta mit wortlider
englifdjer fiberfefung dancben angejdhafft. ... Gott ift mic
febr oniibig gewefen. Gr Hat mid) nicht nur ing Heilige Prebigtamt berufen,
fonbern meine Arbeit audy fichtlich gefeqnet. Gr Hat midh eine Gemeindefchule
grilnben, midy I8 Vifitator eenennen und unferm Diftrilte ald8 Glied feiner Ves
horde file driftlihe Graichung diemen laffen. Aber folhe Stmtcr macjen 8
immer fdoicriger, Jeit fiir dad griludlihe Stubium ju gevinnen. Deshald
ftudbiere id) immer meine Predigtterte im Grundtert uud leje oft ganje loci in
ben Dogmatifern nach. Mir gefdllt die Methobe, Eregeje mit Dogmatit su vers
bindben. Deshalb Hhabe id) mir Chemniy' Loci und De Duabus Naturis, Gerhard,
Quenftedt und Waltherd Vaier gefaujt oder bon meinem BVater als Gejdjent an=
genommen.  Nur midyte idh nod) Calovs Bidlia Illustrata haben.* Der Sdreiber
toeif, was gut ift, und feine reidhgefequete Titigleit beeugt den Nufen foldjes
Studiums. O Fitrbringer.

@beneser.  Bibelftunden iiber dem crjten Petrusbricf jum Gebraudie ingbejondere
fiic Dialoniffenanjtalten, tivdhlidhe Gemeinjdhajten und bas dyrijtliche Hous
von Pfarrer em. D. Borrmann, Konigiberg in Preufien. BVeclag bon

G, BertelEmann, Giitersloh. 1933. 446 Seiten 6X9. Preis, gebunden:
M. 7.50.

Jn picler Hinfidht ift died cin ausgezeichnetes Werl, Der Verfafjer Hat die
jdone Gabe, die Herelidhen Giedanfen bes gottlidhen LWories in Ilarer Sprade
wiederjugeben und dabei jorwohl allzu grofe WAusfihrlidhleit wie dunife Knapp=
beit gu bermeiden. Gr Hilt aud) dbag rvedyte Maf; in der Venufung bdes gelehrien
Upparats, beffen allzn hiujiges Heranichen filv nidit theofopijd) aejchulte Hirer
und Lefer erdriidend toiclt. Der Ton licgt immer auf den Hauptidbeen; bdieje
erden in ein helles Lidht gefefit und auf bie Heutigen Lejer angevandt. Ein
Qielerlei bon Einselbeiten toird bermicden. IWas Form betrifit, ift demnad) dicje
Uuslegung geradeju muijtergiilti, und toer Vibeljtunden hiilt, fann Hicr lernen,
Ioie {eine Bortrige nufjbringend geftaltet werben Bnmen. Fn der Lehre ijt aller=
bings nid)t afled in Orbnung in dicfem Bud). Was die Jrrtumslofigleit der
Sdyrift betrifit, o nimmt der Verfajfer fie an fiix Heilstatjaden (,Die Heilige
Sdyrift ift in ihrer Guadenpredigt fehllos®; ,der Gnadengehalt in den Uufseid)=
nungen ift irrtumslofe LWahrheity, S.54). [In ber Lehre bon der Erivdhlung
redet e gany fouergiftifd). ,Gotted Alwiffenheit erlennt von Unfang an die
Willensentjdhliefung eines jeden Menjhen; nady diejer Willenentidhlicfung bes
Menjdien rvidytet Gott die Grivihlung; denn cr fann feinen Stirrijden, Wiber:
fpenftigen erwdhlen, Der ihm auf die Dauer tviderfteht. Mit biefer gefunbden
Lebre ift alle Willtilr und alle AUngjt vor der Willtiic abgetvendet. Hier lernen
ic: Rad) Gottes Vorhererfennen Hat er bie Erwidhlung getroffen. Der menfdy=
lie Wille Bfinet ober verfd)lieit dad Herj filr die Gnade. Gott Mwill, daf
afllen Menfden geholfen werbe; aber leider loollen das nidt aud) alle
MenfdHen; barum toicd die eine Gruppe erwihlt, weil fie dbic Gnade aufnimmt,
und bie anbere geht verforem, nid)t ettva, loeil Gott fie nidt erivihlen toollte,
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fondern toeif fie fid) nidyt erwihlen Tfieh, fondern in ijrem Slinbenleben verharsie,
barin ftdrrifd) und trofjig bfieh,” &.15f. GEbenjolwenig nnen wic bem BVer:
faffer in ber Auslequng der widitigen Stelle Kap. 3, 19 beiftimmen, wenn ex die
Predigt JEfu in der Hille afs Bufprebigt faht, beftimmt, Seelen jum Glauben
bingufithren, . 285. ©o Ieidet diefes MWert, wenn Inir auf die darin gefilfrte
Lehre adyten, an fdivccen Mingeln, die wic wegen feiner fonftigen Vorsilglicleit
mit grofem Bebauern namBaft madjen. B Ycndt

What Shall We Say of ChristP By Sydney Oave, D.D., President of
Chestnut College, Cambridge. 241 pages, 4% X7,

Do Dead Men Live AgainP By V.F. Storr, M. A., Archdeacon of West-
minster. 254 pages.

Is Sin Our FaultP By Stcwart A. AlcDowall, B. D., Chaplain and Senior
Science Master at Winchester College. 320 pages.— Fleming H.
Revell Co., publishers. Price of each, $1.50.

We bring these books to the attention of those of our readers who have
an idea that the liberal theology might be an improvement on the old
Biblical theology. These books exemplify its futility and pernicious in-
fluence. “The Westminster Books,” the series to which these volumes be-
long, “deal with some of these questions of ethics and religion which are
arousing interest or causing perplexity to-day in the minds of many. This
age, and especially perhaps the younger gencration in this age, wants to
know what it can really believe about God, the soul, immortality, and the
like, in face of all that is being said by natural science, psychology, com-
parative religion, and Biblical criticism. . . . The writers belong both to
the Church of England and the Free Churches.” (Editor’s preface.) The
three volumes under review will not remove, but can only increase, the
perplexity of the disciples of this school of theology.

“What shall we say of Christ?” Is He “very God and very Man?”
Yes. “‘Very God and very Man’—no words scem so apt to Christian
faith to deseribe the dignity of Christ.” (P.19.) “Paul's words assume
that He who became truly man was one inherently divine.” (P.73.) But
these words must be understood correctly. In what sense is Jesus very
God? The last page of the book gives the answer: “He is the Christ,
the Messiah, in whom God's saving purpose for the world found full ex-
pression. He is our Lord, the Master of our lives, to whom we owe an
obedience no man may claim. He is the Son of God, knowing God with
8 knowledge we can fully trust. He is the Word become flesh, God reveal-
ing Himself in human form. So we, too, may use the grent words of the
Nicene Creed — He is very God and very Man. But in using these words,
we are not saying only what He is, but what God is. Our faith in Christ
is one with our faith in God. It is in Him that God reconciles the world
unto Himself. God’s glory has been seen in the face of Jesus Christ, the
glory of the Father’s holy love.” Dr.Cane will not say categorically that
Jesus is true God in the full sense of the term. If his young pupils ask
what to make of the statements of the New Testament and of the first
Christians to that effect, he answers: “They naturally spoke of Him in
terms which belonged to the world of thought of their age.” (P.27.)
And we may use these terms, but we must give them a meaning which
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agrees with the thought-forms of the present age. That applies also to
the work of Christ. We cannot accept Vicarious Satisfaction. “Wrath,
too, St. Paul regarded as having emanated from God. . . . These concep-
tions are derived mot from St.Paul’s Christian message, but from the
world view of his age” (P.55.) We are to “see in Christ’s life and death
and resurrection the revelation of God's holy and forgiving love.”” (P.28.)
A theology of this kind eannot ereate assurance. It will tax the credulity
of the pupils to the utmost to nsk them to believe that the terms true
God, wrath of God, ete., did not mean two thousand years ago what they
mean now and that only after the lapse of centuries their true meaning
was unfolded. And these “young people, conscious of their maturity,”
whose “allegiance is no longer held by the sentimentalized Christ of some
popular hymns and much popular preaching” (p.188), will be mature
enough to argue: since the thought-forms of to-day have displaced those of
yesterday and brought us a new theology, the thought-forms of to-morrow
will destroy the theology of to-day,—who can be sure of the truth?

“Do dcad men live again?” Archdeacon Storr accepts the doctrine of
individual immortality. “The Christian expectation of immortality is
more than a hope or guess. It is, as we have seen, an assurance based on
grounds eminently reasonable and confirmed by the teaching and resurrec-
tion of Christ Himself.” (P.187.) The weakness of his position, however,
lies in this, that he stresses the reasonableness of this belief. *“Neither
religion nor philosophy can demonstrate the fact of human survival.
What they ean do (and it is very much) is to show the inherent rea-
sonableness of the belief that death does not end a man’s life.” (P.70.)
And the appeal to the teaching of Christ is not based on the consideration
that the article of immortality is an article of faith because Jesus clearly
taught it, but on the consideration that Jesus taught it because it was
reasonable. “If we ask why Jesus was so sure that there was a life beyond
the grave, the answer is to be found in His experience of fellowship with
God, a fellowship which He wished His human brethren to share.” (P.182.)
Refraining from making the simple statements of Seripture the chief
ground, yes, the first and last ground of the Christian’s assurance of im-
mortality, but operating with the reasonable character of this doctrine,
our author has forsaken the good ground and is expending his energies on
submarginal land. His arguments will not strengthen the faith of his
yYoung readers. Nor is his dissertation on the resurrection of the body
going to help them in their doubts. “It is impossible for us to-day to
believe in any resurrcetion of the body buried in the grave. That crumbles
into dust. . . . It may ultimately help to make grass or plants. Sheep
eat the grass, and we eat the sheep, so that we may have devoured what
was once part of a human body.” (P.137.) But Scripture teaches the
resurrection of “a body,” he says, and offers a solution of the difficulty,
“which is, of course speculation, but speculation which is, I think, in
line with some of the tendencies of modern thought. . . . May it not be
that we are now making our future bodies out of this finer matter, which
exists probably not only as a projection from our bodies, but in the inter-
stices of the particles of our bodies? . . . Soul makes body. Soul, or the
animating life principle, creates for itself a physical organism through
which it expresses itself.” (P.143.) The endeavor to strengthen the faith
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of the doubter by offering him “probabilities” of such a character and
substituting for the resurrection of the body the creation by the soul of
its future body is certainly engaging in profitless lnbor. Again, dealing in
uncertainties: “The idea of an cternal fixity of condition, whether for
weal or woe, does not appeal to us.” (P.200.) Yet, Scripture teaches it,
and we must believe it “if we are basing our argument upon the meaning
of special words.” (P.229.) Nevertheless “the problem [concerning eternal
damnation] must be left as a problem beyond our power to solve.” (P.231.)
So, after all, the doctrine of individual immortality is nccepted only with
reservations.

“Is sin our fault?” Professor McDowall is working submarginal land
almost exclusively. He discusses the question not theologically, but philo-
sophically — applying, at that, the philosophy of evolutionism. Here is
his definition of sin: “To act in accordance with the single appetite or
with anything less than the purpose of the whole personality is to set
oneself in opposition to the element of purpose in the universe. ... Tosin
is to oppose the purpose of God, to doubt His nature, to reject His love,
to do despite to the Spirit of Grace, to prefer chaos to cosmos by counting
a moment’s isolated appetite as of higher value than harmonious activity,
to toss freedom away. . . . Sin is preference for low standards and an
attitude which the race has outgrown.” (Pp.213.220.) On the basis of
these considerations the author comes to the conclusion: “‘Is sin our
fault?” What answer is possible but ‘yes!’” (P.320.) No doubt the
argument of the book will force this conclusion on the mind of the reader,
but it Ieaves the heart and conscience untouched. It fails to bring home
to him the enormity of sin and its damnable character. It knows nothing
of the wrath of God. True, sin is all along described as sin against God,
but assured that the doctrine of God’s wrath against the sinner is a de-
lusion and a lie, Professor McDowall’s pupils will make light of the
entire matter. Sin needs no atonement. The concluding chapter of the
book treats of the atonement—in this way: “Rightly or wrongly, we
resent the idea of any one suffering instead of us. ... We simply cannot
believe that God would aceept, let alone plan, such an arrangement. . . .
We turn down at once the horrible idea of an angry God. ... It is in-
human, and it puts the divine below, not above, humanity. . . . The idea
of fair play lies very deep in the Englishman's mind. . . . “Nor does he
see that it is fair for Christ to suffer innocently in order that he himself
may be let off when he does what he knows is wrong. . . . What, then,
is forgiveness? Many things; but above all the restoring of a right rela-
tion and the recovery of freedom by the reintegration of the personality. . . .
Cannot man do away with it [the barrier erected between man and God
by sin] by his own action? ... The at-one-ment must be an act of man
as well as an act of God.” Ta. ENGELDER.

Filled with the Spirit. How to Live a Spirit-filled Life. By H.G. Ran-
dolph. The Lutheran Bible Institute, Minneapolis, Minn. 64 pages,

514 X8.
The author is teacher at the (intersynodieal) Lutheran Bible Institute
of Minneapolis. He rejects the idea, prevalent in denominations that foster
revivalism, that the “gift of the Spirit,” baptism of the Holy Ghost, is
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a special endowment, conferred in response to prayer and striving; all
believera have the baptism of the Holy Spirit. On the other hand, he looks
upon being filled by the Holy Ghost as a special gift, possible to all be-
lievers and intended for all, but only acquired by those who fulfil the con-
dition of close association with the use of God’s Word. In the power of
this gift the follower of Christ has “guidance,” is “definitely led by the
Spirit,” an experience which does not require consciousness in feeling and
which proceeds from the Word of God alone. Nevertheless the believer
may also in our day “surely know the Spirit’s fulness as a daily abiding
blessing ns well as to be specially filled for particular needs” (p.39). The
purpose is empowerment for a holy life and for service, “is indispensable
to every Christian and for any service of the Lord Jesus” (p.51). Inas-
much as the author makes the idea “filled with the Spirit” something dis-
tinet from sanctification in the ordinary sense,—he demands as a con-
dition a definite and conscious act of surrender, by which the believer
“truly purposes to be wholly and finally given to God” (p.60),— the
reviewer is unable to fit this conception of the author into his own theology.
THEODORE GRAEBNER.

English Deism. Its Roots and Its Fruits. By John Orr, A. B., A. M.,
B.D., Ph.D. 'Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich.
289 pages. Price, $2.50.

There are several works in English on English deism; for instance,
by Leland and by Farrar. But none of them give an adequate treatment
to the subject, not as adequate as the Germans Lechler and Noack. What
was wanting is a tracing of English deism back to its roots, an objective
description of its development and doctrine and an indication of its in-
fluence upon later thought. These three things Dr. Orr undertakes to
supply in this book, which, in its first two parts, constitutes his Ph. D. dis-
sertation at the University of Pittsburgh.

The investigation of English deism (18th century) is of great impor-
tance for the understanding of the present general defection from the
religion-revelation concept. For this deism does not merely make definite
assertions as to the relation of God to the cosmos, it offers not only
a “philosophy about God”; its main sad significance is that it has built
up an effective system for natural religion and paved the way for the
modern philosophy of religion. The general development in which deism
has a place is not yet fully cleared up in all its connections. Yet Dr. Orr’s
theories as to its roots are plausible and, to some extent, offer new light;
¢. g, his reference to the Mohammedan invasion of Europe. However,
though my contention that the real root is the semper cadam nalura
hominum omni divinae revelationi inimica may seem trite, it is true never-
theless, and other “roots” are in reality merely the occasions and oppor-
tunitics in the condition of the world for ratio naturalis to assert itself.

In the second part of the book the English deists pass in review, from
Herbert of Cherbourg to David Hume. It is quite in order that also such
men aro included as are not deists in the accepted sense, yet show the
same prineiples of epistemology. Of course, there is a good deal of repeti-
tion in the statements of ideas of this or that deist. But that will be
tiresome only to the superficial reader, not to the student of this period.
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The serious reader will be glad to have a complete picture of each man’s
thinking. In placing Toland on a level with Origen because both were
in favor of allegorizing, Dr. Orr omits to point out that Toland suggested
allegorical interpretation of the miracles in order to remove the mysteries
while Origen allegorized in his effort to create greater mysteriousness.
However, it may be that both, in the last analysis, are in the same boat.

Then the influence of English deism upon the deistic movements in
France, Germany, and America is shown (Rousseau, Voltaire; Moses
Mendelssohn, Lessing, Reimarus, Kant; Franklin, Jefferson, Thos. Paine).
Finally the antichristinn agitators Stephens, J. M. Robertson, Haazlitt,
Ingersoll, Darrow, Fosdick, are characterized in their attitude toward
deism. The delineation of Lessing’s attitude is given with greater assur-
ance than this sphinx of a controversialist warrants. In Mendelssohn's case
I should like to see attention directed to the fact that he practically was
the founder of New Judaism.— Two very welcome parts of the book are
an index and a six-page bibliography.

The reader will find no magazine of ammunition against deism on
these pages. The author is entirely objective and cool, entirely different
from Leslie Stephen, the agnostie, who in his History of Englisk Thought
in the Eighteenth Cenlury pours vitriolic sarensm upon the deistic argu-
ments. When an author gives me a correct picture of the past, I dis-
pense him from giving a judgment on it; I reserve that for myself, anyway.

Rrcmarp W. HEINTZE.

Gingegangene Literntur.

Theologie der Gegenvart. Herausgegeben von O, Eherhatd, W. Eids
tobt, . @ritfmader und anbern. Deidert, Leipaig. Jahrgang 28, Heft 1.
®. Gritgmadyer: ,Neucridheinungen auf dem Gebiet der Rirdhenge[dyichtes (Ullges
meines, Ultectum, Mittelalter). — Heft 2. H. Preus: ,Die neue Literatur in
Rirdengefdyichtes, III. IV (von ber Reformation bis jur Gegentwart). — Heft 5.
§. Preus: ,fbecfidht ilber neue Qiteratur auf bem Gebiet dber driftlihen Runft.”
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