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The ;#peech in 5:29~32 briefly recapitulates the substance of the pre-
Vious spesches. Peter's speech to Oornelius (10:134-43) is related to
the earlier speeches in content. Thess speeches can be taksn to be the
kerygma not only of Peter, but of the Jerusalem Church of this early
period, 10 '

The first four spesches of Peter practically cover the same material,
As they supplement each other they give us a comprehensive view of the

content of the kerygma. The kerygms of these speeches can be summarized

as followa 311

1. The age of fulfillment hag dawned. "This is that
which was spoken by the prophet."12 "The things which God
foreshewed by the mouth of all the prophets, He thus ful-
filled."15 "1l the prophets from Samuel and his successors
told of these days.,"1% Rabbinic exegesis of the Old Testament
declarsd that what the prophets forecast had reference to
the days when God would climax His dealinge with His people
by visiting them with His judgment and blessings Thus,
following rabbinic exegesis, the apostles declare that the
Messianic age has dawned.

2, This age has appeared through Ohrist's birth, min-
istry, death, and resurrection, All of these have taken
place according to "the determinate counsel and foreknowledge
of God," Thus Peter testifies to Hiss (a) Davidio descent.
“David, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn to
set one of the_ fruit of his loins upon his throne, fore-~
saw (Ohrist)."1> fThis proclamation implies that Christ
was born "of the seed of David." (b) ministry. "Jesus of
Nazareth, a man divinely acoredited to you by works of

10rpid., pp. 20-21.
nj_bﬂ. s PPe 21-23,
12/ 0ts 2116,
15&0“ %118,
Mlota 3324,

xcts 2130=31, olting Ps. 132:1l.
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poueri Prodigies, and signs which God did through Him among
you."16 "Moges @aid, The Lord your God will raise up a
Prophet like me; him you must hear in everything that he

may eay to you."l7 (o) death. "He was delivered up by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, and you, by

the agency of men without the law, killed Him by crucifixion.
"You caused Him to be arrested, and denied Him before Filate,
when he had decided to acquit Him. You denied the Holy and
Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you,
while you killed the Prince of life."19 (d) resurrection.
“God raised Him up, having loosed the pangs of death, bscauge
it vas not possible for Him to be held by it. For David says
with reference to Him, + « « 'Thou wilt not leave soul in
Hades, nor give Thy Holy One to see corruption.!"20 "god
raised Him from the dead, whereof we are witnesses."'2l Jes
of Hazareth, Whom you crucified, God raised from the dead.

5« Jesus has been exalted at the right hand of God, as
Hessienic head of the new Iarael by virtue of His resurrection.
"Being exalted at the riﬁht hand of God, « « « God has made
Him Lord and Christ,"25 "The God of our fathers has glorified
His Sorvant Jesus."<" "He is the stone which was roj!gtod by
you buildere, and has become the top of the corner." 26 "God
exalted Him at His right hand, as Prince and Savior."

4. The presence of the Holy Spirit in the Church ia
the sign of Ohrist's presemt power and glory. "Being exalted
at the right hand of God, and having received the promise of
the Holy Spirit from the Father, He poured out this which you

nl8

1610ts 2:22,
1pctes 3122,
18Aata 2:25,
pcts 3:13,14.
20)0ts 2:24,25,27.
2lpote 5:15.
22508 4:10.

23Acts 2:33-36, citing Ps. 110:1.
24Acta 3:15.

2rcts 4:11, oiting Ps. 118:22,

26,048 5131,
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sse and hear."27

5« The Messianic Age will soon reach its consummation
in Christ's return. "That He may send the Messiah appointed
beforshand for you, Jesus, VWhom heaven must receive until
the times of the restoration of all things, of which God
spoke through the mouth of His prophets from of old."

Acts 10 presents this part of the kerygma thus: "This is
He Who is appointed by God aa Judge of living and dead.”

6. The kerygma always closes with an appeal for re-
pentance, the offer of forgiveness and of the Holy Spirit, and
the promise of salvation to those who enter the kingdom.
"Repent and be baptized, each of you, upon the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of your sins, and you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and
Your children, end for all those far off, wvhom the lord your
God may call."2® "Repent therefore and be converted for the
Elotting out of your sins. .-« « You are the sona of the
prophets and of the covenant which God made with your fathers,
saying to Abraham, 'And in thy seed shall all families of the
earth be blessed,' For you in the first place God raised
up His Servant Jesus and sent “"”‘58° bless you by turning
each of you away from your sins.” "In no other is there
salvation, for there is no other name or heaven given
among men by which you must be saved." "God exalted Him
at His right hand as Prince and Sagiour, to give repentance
to Ierael, and remission of sins."”2 "To Him all the pro-
bPhets bear witness, that everyome who boliev;g in bEim shall
receive remission of sins through His name."

o doubt the six points cited refer to what the author of Acts
meant by "preaching the Kingdom of God." Significantly, it is like the
sumiary of Jesus®' preaching in Mark 1:14=15: "Jesus came into Galilee

2740ts 2533
28)cts 3:21.
29pcts 2:38-39, citing Joel 2152 and Is. 57:19.
50pcts 3:19,25,26, oiting Gen. 12:3.

5lpots 4312,
32 Acts 5331,

3Spcts 10343,
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preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, and saying, 'The time is
fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God has drawn near: repent and believe
the Gospel.'"

The first clause, "The time is fulfilled," is expanded in the apos-
tolic kerygma in the refersnce to prophecy and fulfillment. It expands
the second clause, "The Xingdom of God has drawn near," in the account
of Jesus' ministry, death, resurrection, and exaltation. The final
clause, "Ropent and believe the Gospel," recurs in the appeal for repen-
tance and offer of forgiveness, which concludes the apostolic kerygma.

ihus, the apostolic preaching is identical with that cf Jesus,
Dodd aptly concludes thus:

The Kingdom of God is conceived as coming in the events of

the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, and to proclaim

these facts, in their propgx setting 1s to preach the Gos-

pel of the Kingdom of God.

Hunter compares the evidence of Peter's sermons with that of Faul
in reconstructing the apostolic kerygma. He finds the following three
"heads" in these early sermons: |

le A olaim that their message was the fulfillment of Old

Teatament prophecy.

2. A historiocal exposition, setting forth Jesus in His life,

death, resurraction, and exaltation (all conceived as one
great act of God).

5« A summons to repent and accept the forgiveness of sins

in Jesus?D °

The Acts sermons by no means exhaust the kerygmatic material of New
Testament literature. The similarity of the structure and content of

their outlines is sufficient evidence to conclude that apostolic preaching

y‘gﬂ. _g&.. Pe 24,
5529.- git., pp. 29-30.




b
Was modeled along these 11!10!56 Comparing and analyzing these sermon
outlines, Dodd says:

These addresses are found to be variations upon & common
theme, which recurs in almost stereotyped form. It runs
after this fashion: The Messianic age has dawned, and the
Prophecies are fulfilled. Jesus of Nazareth came in the
pover of the Spirit, wrought mighty vorkas and taught with
authority. He was crucified, dead and buried. The third day
He rose again from the dead, and is exalted at the right hand
of God as Lord and Christ. He will come again in glory.
Meanwhile, ths company of those who believe in Him is marked
out as the new Israel of God by the gift of the Spirit.
Forgiveness and salvatiog.(ara offered in His name. There-
fore repent and believe. X

Pauline and Petrine Kerygma Compared

When comparing Fauline kerygwa with that of Peter in the Acts we
note some points of Pauline preaching missing from the Petrine kerygma.

l. Jesus is not called "Son of God." However, the idea of
Jesua' being the Son of God is deeply embedded in the Synaptie
Gospels, though not specifically mentioned.

2. 7The assertion that Ohrist intercedes for us is not found
in the Jerusalem preaching of Peter. However, the idea is
implied in Matthew 10:52.

4All the other points of Pauline preaching recur in the kerygma of

Peter. They include as follows:

The Davidic descent of Jesus, guaranteeing His qualification
for lsssiahship; His death according to the Soriptures; His
resurrection according to the Scriptures; His consequent
exaltation to the right hand of God as Lord and Christ; His
deliverance of men from sin into new 111’0; and His return to
consummate the new Age.

56Hugh Thompson Kerr, Preaching in the Early Church (New York:
Flﬂuing H. Revell, 0.19423 Pe 30.

57!"'1" op. 2&-. Pe 31, quoting C. H. Dodd, !tog _;h-;-
—ﬂ% P. 72'

3BDodd, op. oit., P. 25.
1bid., p. 26,
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There is very little of the Petrine korygua which doesn't reap-
pear in Faul, However, one element does seem to be miseing in his
epistless That is the explicit. reference to Jesus' ministry, miracles,
(Acts 2122) and teaching (Acts 3:22). In contrast, Peter deals at
length with the historical facts of Jesus in his Acts 10 speech as
follous;

Aa for the uord which He, the Lord of all, sent to the chil-
dren of Israel, preaching the Gospel of peage through Jesus
the Messiah, you know the thing that happened through all
Judea, baginning from Galilee after the baptism which John
preached; that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with loly Spirit
and pover; and He went about doing good and healing all who
Were oppressed by the devil, because God was with Him. And
Vo are uwiingsses of all that lle did in the country of the Jaws
and Jerusalem. Him they killed by hanging Him upon a tree.
God raised Him up on the third day, and permitted Him to be
manifest, not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen
beforehand by God, hamely to,us, who ate &nd drank with Him
after He rose from the dead.“o

The firet clause quoted, "the word which He sent to the children
of Israel, preaching the Gospel of peace through Joqu_ Christ," is a vir-
tual equivalent of the term "kerygmma" or "gospel." This, then, is a
form of apostolic gospel prea.chlng.lu

The book of Acts, however, does show Faul preaching in terms closely
releted to Feterfs gospel of Acts 10 where he presents the historiocal
facts of Jesus. Thias is indicated in Dodd's following suumary of Paul's
lengthy speech, found in Acts 13:16-41:

God brought Israel cut of Egypt, and gave them David for their

king. Of the seed of David Jesus has come as Savior. He was
heralded by John the Baptist. lis disciples followed Him from

”M-. pp.- 27-28.

4 bid., p. 28.




16

Galilee to Jerusalem. There He wan brought to trial by the

rulers of the Jews before Pilate, who reluctantly condemnsd

Bim. He died according to the Beriptures, and was buried.

God raised Him from the dead, according to the Scriptures,

and lie was seen by witnesses. Through Him forgiﬁnou and

Justifioation are offered. Thersfore take heed.**

Obviously, this ia the same kerygma as that found in the early
chapters of Acts, representative of the Petrine preaching.

7he apostolic preaching of Acts does not lay its chief stress on
the lord’e second advente. Of all the speeches in Acts, only 3:20-21 and
1042 explioitly set it forth. Although it is implied in the whole
kerygma. it is not emphasized. The chief stress of the kerygma is that
the unprecedented has taken place--God has visited and redeemed His

pa“[)lﬂoqﬁ
The Kerypma of 1 Peter and Hebrews

The First Epistle of Peter clearly follows the general thought of
apoatolic preaching.m" For the writer of this epistle the thems of pro-
Phecy ies "the sufferings of Christ and the glory to :t'c::n.ou."'45 His death,
coming "at the end of the times,” fulfills the eternal counsel of !‘.‘o«l.‘k6
He died for simmers, was ralased from the dead, ascended into heaven, and

eits on God's right hand, having authority over angels, principalities,

42;_13_(!_.. Ps 29.
“Ibd., pe 53
""I_bg_g., p. 44,
"51 Peter 1:11.
"61 Peter 1:20; 2:21-24,
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and powers.*7 Thus 1 Peter is alclear reproduction of the apostolic
preaching common to Paul and the whole New Testament.

In the Epistle to the Hebrews the "Age to Oome" is pictured as that
order of eternal reality whose shadows form the present world of phenom=
enas Christ's death here is the passage into this eternal ral.luy."a
By dying He "oonseorated a new and living way through the "11..49 which
Separated hmman experience from the world of the ultimate reality.
Christ's death, then, is the point in history where no longsr mere
shadows, but ultimate reality is oxh.’:.l::l.ted.5 0

The fulfillment theme rings through the opening verses of the book.
It tells us that God ¥ho in many and various ways revealed Himself to
Ierael through the prophets has now revealed Himself through His Son.
Again the writer depicts his knowledge of the kerygma by asserting the
Davidic descent of Jesus, "Our lord was descended from Judah."”® He
repeatedly refers to Jesus' suffering and temptation in obedience to
God!s u111.52 His death on the oross®> for sin, "outside the gttel“y’
was according to God's purpou,55 parallel to "by the determinate counsel

""71 Peter 3:18-22,
%Hobrewe 9312,24,

49Hebreul 10:20,

Onodd, ope gite, pe 45
51Hgbreuu 7:14,
52Hebrew 5:8; 1017,
PHiebrews 1212.
5allebroun 15112,
55391:““ 531€f.5 2:9=10,
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of God," the kerygmatic statement of Acts .56 He was raised from the
ﬂuﬂ,57 exalted to the right hand of God,sa and will return to Judga.”
This is the same apostolio kerygma that the rest of the New Testament
hu.éo

The Pauline epistles, 1 Peter, and Hebrews strikingly develop the
death and resurrection of Christ as redemptive events. Yet mcne of these
writers develop thue the faots of Jesus' ministry apart from His passionm,
death, and resurrection. For all these writers Jesus' life is the pre-
pParation for His death and resurrection rather than itself being a part

of the decisive redemptive event.61
The Kerygma of Mark

The kerygma uncovered in Paul and Acts extends throughout the Gospsls.
The Gospels are not mere biographies of our Lord. They are expanded forms
of the kerygmwa which occcurs in Paul and the Acts. It is in the light of
the occurrence of the kerygma in the Acts speeches and in the Fauline let~-
ters that the Gospels must be 1ntorpreted.62

When the earliest Gospel, St. Mark's, is put side by side in its

outline with that of the apostolic kerygma as it ocours in what has been

56223,
5Tyebreus 13:20.
seHohmn 1:3,13; 8:1; 10:12; 2132,
Piabreus 91285 1012528, ,37+
::H\mter. Ope cite, Pe 35

Dodd, op. git., pp. 45-46.
szHuntcr, op. cit., ppe 30-31.
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called its locus classicus, Acts 10:36-43, one can see that St. Mark's
Gospel is merely an expanded form of the kerygma (its emphasis being on
the historical section of the !mu).s5

But, even if the Gospel of Mark is only regarded aa an expansion of
the historical section of the kerygma, yet this section is not isolated
from the general scheme. The theme of Mark's Gospel is more than the
Buccession of events culminating in the orucifixion of Jesus. The
kerygma os o whole is its theme. This fact is indicated by the opening
Phrase which forms the title for his Gospel, "The beginning of the gospel
of Jesue Ohr:l.st.“&’

Just as the kerygma, St. Mark's Gospel opens with the fulfillment
of prophecy. Just as in Aots 10:37 all began in "Galilee after the bap-
tism which Johu preached," so Mark's account begins on Jordan's banks
and continues by telling how Jesus came into Galilee announcing the com=
ing of the Kingdom.65 The following chapters in Mark>® expand on ths
kerygmatic declaration of Acts 10338, "Who went about doing good, and
healing all that were oppreud by the devil; for God was with Him."
Then, Mark's account continues, as in Aets 10, by recounting Jesua'
doings "both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem." The Pasaion
narrative occupies one-fifth of Mark's total Gospel. loreover, better
than half of the Goepel (8:31-15:47) is dominated with the thought of

6511:;(1., Pe 51-

“nodd, ope oite, p. 47.

651 Il‘}fo

661 116-8130.
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the approaching FPassion. This emphasis corresponds to that of the ear-
liest apostolic preaching as found in the Acts, in Paul, snd in Hebrews,57

Mark's Gospel is primarily a Gospel of the Passion. Thus, chapters
1-8, the asccount of Jesus' minmistry in Galilee, whers He went about doing
good and healing those oppressed by Satan can be said to be a preface for
the Markan Fassion record. Very significantly, Mark's Gospel character—
izes the kerygma also in this area. The series of episodes of Jesus'
ministry that he compiles give significance to His acts. For, Jesus'
works are works of divine power. With authority He attacks and conquers
8in and Satan. Vith authority He shows Himself Lord over law and tra-
dition and pronounces the forgiveness of sins. The m-m has come and
in Him, the Xingdom of God. The theme of the rest of the Gospel is the
Fagsion story and the glory that will 1:‘t'41].¢:'u.68

Pinally, after telling of Christ's death, Mark contimues, as did the
kerygmatic formula of 1 Corinthians 15:4, with the statement that "He was
buried and that he hath been raised on the third day." It is clear that
in narrating his Gospel, Mark followed the kerygmatic pattern--relating
the same story of God's saving activity in Christ which was the theme of
all apostolic preaohors.69 The scheme of Gospel writing which Mark laid

down became the model on which the other Gospels were uompoled.7°

67Dodd, OPe -0_1_&.' Pe “9.
681\:16-. PPe 49=51,
Qmmt‘r. OPe. ;‘g.. Pe 31f.

7°Dodd, Op. cite, Pe 52.
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The Xerygma of Matthew and Luke

Hunter feels that both Matthew and Luke used St. Mark as the basis
of the framework of their Gospels; and therefore, they also reflect the
kerygmatic pattern.’l However, Matthew and Luke both show a certain de-
parture from the original emphasis of the kerygma. In both of them the
account of Christ's Passion, death, and resurrection occcupies a smaller
Proportion of the whole Gospel.72

Although the kerygmatic outline does not shine through as clearly
in them as it does in Mark, Matthew and Luke do underline eertain keryg-
matic elements more emphatically than does Mark. They stress much more
greatly the fact that Christ was "born of the seed of David," fulfilling
& prophetic requirement of Messiahship. Both present genealogies in
order to document this fact. A further element is the appeal fo Christ's
fulfillment of the Old Testament, conspicuous especirlly in Matthew's
Gospel. Dlatthew emphasizes the fulfillment theme by systematically and
methodically noting prophecies which he regards as fulfilled in the
various events of Jesus' life.’”

There are two distinctive elements to be discerned in Matthew's
Gospel. First, in addition to the Markan narrative, it contains a large
collection of Jesus' sayings, presented so as to give a rather orderly
account of His teaching. Secondly, Matthew gives a greater emphasis %o

Mop, git., pe 32.
TZM‘s Dodd, OPe-8it., Po 52
-BM-
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Ohrist'n second advent than any other Gospel. Matthew's distinctive
Presentation of the gospel follows this general pattern: "Ohrist came
in fulfillment of prophecy as Messiah; but, His Messianic activity at
Hie first coming consisted chiefly in the exposition of the new and
higher law by which His people should live until His second coming.'ﬂ“

luke's distinctiveness is more subtle than that of Matthew, He
shows an increased interest in Jesus as the humanitarian miracle-worker,
the Friend of sinners. This forms a valuable supplement to the Markan
Plcture of the powerful Son of God, and to Matthesu's picture of the raoyal
lavgiver.’> Also distinctive to Luke is the account of the Emmaus dis-
clples with its frequent reiteration of the kerygma drawn from the Old

Teatanent.
The Kerysma of John

Even though Matthew and Luke slightly alter the perspective of the
kerygma, they do fall well into the general scheme of the kerygma, to-
gother with lark. In John's Gospel we really return to the main line of
devolopment that runs through Mark from the original kerygma.!®

In John's Gospel the kerygma stands out very clearly Also. Just
as the kerygma opens with the claim that in Jesus the prophecies were
fulfilled, so John's prologue shows the Word becoming flesh in fulfill=-

ment of the Old Testament. As in the kerygma, the ministry of John the

Mnoad, op. oites pe 53.

75%_.. Pe 5“.

To14a,
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Baptist follous. Then, as in Acts 10 and in Mark, Jesus at Eis baptiem
is "anointed of the Spirit." Then, John repeats the familiar stages of
the kerygma: Jesus' teaching and miracles in Galilee, His ministry in

Jerusalem and Judea, His trial, ourcifixion, burial, and resurrection./’
New Testament Kerygma as a Unity

The four Gospels taken as a unit are clearly the expression of apos-
tolic preaching. This consensus of the early Church is aptly summed up
thus in the luratorian Canon (probably by Bishop Hippolytus):

Although various principles are taught in the several Gospel-

books, this makes no difference to the faith of believers,

since by one governing Spirit in them all, the facts are de-

clared concerning the Nativity, the Passion, the Resurrection,

Hie converse with the disciples, and His two advents, the

first which wes in humility of aspect, according to the power 78

of His royal Father, and the gloricus one which is yet to come.

The Gospel records are not a great mass of raw material out of which
the korygma was constructed. The kerygma is the structural backbons of
the Gospsle. Through it tradition is transmitted. The kerygmatic tra-
dition never did exist as facts for the sake of facts; but, the tradition
Was preserved because it contained the elements of the gospel which the
Church proclaimed. This tradition as the history of Jesus is of deci-
sive importance; for, the preaching of His life, donf.h,. and resurrection
are held to be the cilmax of all history--the coming of the Kingdom of

God. [?

77Huntor, Sp. git.; PP. 32-33.
Tquoted by Dodd, ops gite, Pe 55
bodd, op. cites ppe 55-56.




