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be forbidden t.o pasu through their country; that 
Ant i ochus1 wa:r-t1me decreos be voided~ 
That the Romans send nm.basoadors who would surve7 
t he damoge and :make prc,por restitution to t.he Jews. 
Th.at the usua1 let1-.ers of protection 11to lc1nga and 
commonwealths" be given them ror the return trip.~ 

The Senat o defi nitely octed on tho f1rst point and promised 

to consi f er t be ot hers ,.,hen it ho.d opportunity. Hean::-ihilo 

t ho pr aet or, !i'iini ua, gave the ombassodors mone-y for t he trip 

ome o.s v,•011 as copies or the decree t1hieh \'10u lcl furnish 

sa1'e- conduct. 

The probl em i s the l ocntion of." this passage. Josephus 

includc t:: :tt a.ft er his account of Ant1ochus1 leniency. But 

the a' nt i oc!hus who i e me:it ioned b y the amb2.s adore rimst he.ve 

been Si de t o a, because "under no ear li er i\nt~ ochus were the 

Jews in po~sessi on of the towns of Joppa and Gazara, snd of 

t he l at ar 1-11: us t ·ere .,as none able t o usurp any authority 

woi"t h ,:nentioning over the Jewa. 116 It is 1nconce.ivable that 

t he cmbi t i ous Si detes t·,oul d have retuz•ried t hese toi'ms it his 

hand h.d not been f or ced. 

I riaemuch as the Sene.t e put of f the Jewish questi on, 

H~ canus probably sent a second delegat i on (which Josephus 

1ni at akenl y included in s decr ee of t he Pergamenes, Ant1gu1-

tiee x iv, 10 1 22), consisting of ambassador s named Strata, -
Aristobulus, Sosipa.ter , and A:pollonius (doubtless t..l1e aame 

S·,\ntio. x1:1:1, 9., 2. 

\. 6 Em1l Scbtlre:r, A History �~� the J'tndah People in the 
Ti,ne of Jesus Cr..r1st"'; t:ransintecf Si' John MacPherson~ 
'!or1t:-charies scrlbnol""' 1S Sons, 1891), I, 211. 
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Apollonius of' the earlie:r• group). The r equegt.a 11111st have 

been the same or similar, r or the Senate this time decreed: 

1. Ant iocl1us, t he son of lLnt1ochua, ohould not harm 
the Jovs who ·wez;e allies or the Romans. 

2. All captured i'ortre~ses , harbors, a nd territ o2:•y 
wer e to be .restOl'ed. The garrison at Jgppa was to 
he expelled, 11 .n-, 

3. The Jews were to have rree use of t heir own har­
bors; other nat i ons ,.,ere required to pay toll, ex­
copt Ptolemy of Rg'8t who was also a friend and 
elly of the Romana. 

A senat or 11amod Lucius Pettius insisted that the Senate 

really enf'o:rce t he deorr.,e, whi.ch evidently it did if' -. may 

judl!e b y Sid.etos ·1 leniency. -"•nt1ochus, of course, is S!.de­

t e s, s on of' Demetr i us, not "son of' t\'lt1ochus," because the 

Se leucid s uccess or s or idetes tiould not hove represented a 

t ~ea t s uft i c i nnt enough for Hyrcanus to cell on Rome's aid. 

Thia rc1Uet have been Antiochus VII Sidetes.9 Haamonean po­

licy of friendship uith Rome thus succeeded where Basmonean 

arms v;oul d, ce:rte.1nly have failed. Ir, e t lest, alliance 

~i th t he Senate ~oul d produce results such as t hese. then 

7Ant1g •• xiv, 10, 22 • 

.: 81n Josephus• context, all these provisions are related 
to the Pergam,nes s o tha t. they , too, will elly v,ith tha Jt1wa. 
They do. 

'' 9!J.Jiis is Schurer •s construction, Sch'llrer. ~- cit •.• P• 
278, Which is followed by other author1t1eal Slia1ler ~athe-, 
A Hi story of New Testament T1"ss in ,alestine (New Ywk: 
'i'ne ~oml1!nn7'o., 1.904) • p. 00J Tamas i3'tevenaon Riggs. A 
History of the Jewish People. Duri¥f the ii accabaean and Ro­
man l"erios "{?let', !ork: dfuir ies sci-biiir• s sons, I~otrr; ii:'" 
tmf; Heinrich Cwaetz, Hist~ cf the Jews, translated by 
Bftlla Llhry (Ph1ladolph1a: JewI'ih.""'l'u'6'1icallons SocSety or 
AJJF.rica, 1893), II, 134J E. VT. Lnt!.."118r, Judea i'2,m ~• g__ 
Titus (Chicago: 11..c. PifoClurg and Co., 1!)00). • ~h'lrer'II 
construction seems to s olve more d1.f.f1cult1ea than d:tl.EIN' viewa. 
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the consistent policy of Judos, Jonathan, and S:lm<>n .formed. 

the :foundation for the friendship Ylhich e oon and nephew 

would una to gocd advantage a gn1nst an enomy Which .f" inelly 

felt co~?!,f'1led by Homan threats. Hasmonean policy had be­

cor.ie goarecl to a weak Sy.ria and a stro11g Rome. 

Subaequent l'"elations o;f' llyrcanus and Sidetea ,\'ere 

.fr1er1dly. The s_ .. r:lan I a death in 128 left the thl'one open 

t o h5s brother, Demetrius II, who wee ~einstnted b7 the Par• 

t h iens and r uled three '5'8ars.lO Demetrius, hovever, was 

woAkened by tho revolt of A1e7.ander Zabinae who was suppor­

tad b y Ptolemy VII Physcon. Under those c1rcumstancest R,r• 

cnnus conquered nett territory, 1nc1ud'-f18 Joppa according to 

the v!ew or nome authorities who place the delegation to 

Roma e.t t hie t:lmo~1 Antiochus VIII Orypos (12S-113) execu­

ted r.1nb1naa, and then threatened Joppa 1n 120, thus causing 
12 the d isputed delegation acoordil18 to ~ld. Antiochua IX 

Cyz1cenos (113-9~) allied with ltolefflJ' Lathyrue to prevent 

J10Anti9.~ xiii, a, 4. 
J11w. o. n:. Oesterley, A Mistofj! or Isreel (OxtorcU The 

CJ.ta.rendon :Prsss, 19.32), II,~77. esferleJ' maintains v,•111-
1•ich•s construction. H,rcsn1.1s is a~posed to ho,vo taken 
Jopr,a nf'ter the deeth of Sidetes. He renewed the alliance 
with Rome and applied to her for prot0ct1on. ~hen he found 
Demetrius advanciDR against Joppa. Bereupc,n Rome wrote '19h.at . 
ia q uoted 1n r,tt•, xiv, 10, 22, to "the :tree cities ond to 
the !-:.1.ngs,~ tie ~ ngs" being Demetrius, Zab:lnas. and PtolsmJ'• 

I 

-~ 12Heinricb Ewald• The Histor,r of Israel, translated by 
J. Estl1n Ca1-p&nter (London: tongmiiis, di-een, and Co., 1874), 
V, 36!f.. I 1"1nd no substantiation for this opinion. 
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Hyrcanus fr01 taking Samaria 6nc1 thia la the occas1on for 

Rome's interi"eronce according to Renan.13 At all events, 

Hyroenus I conquest of Samaria,. the ancient r1vs l, mn:rked 

his 1noat important terr1toria1 addition s:tnce tho dotl'et 

a11d r ox·cible incorporation of the Idum.aeans. H.rrcam1a was 

supported in l?i s extrn-Judean etf'orts bl" the Scdducees who 

now emerged in contrest to the 1111tt1e-Judean:• Pharisees, 

a develop1nent of r eat consequence 1n the 1ntel'llal pol:lt 1cil 

of t he Jewish state.14 

Judon at. t h e end o:r Hyrcanus I reign 11T-iao probably more 

pr•onperous thnn at any t,.me since the reign of • olomon •• .• 

• almoe:t for the first time in its h!stor~r , co!!Wterce began 

to be or· ,.mport nnce. ,.J.S The Jews bed definitely ach ieved 

status in tha Mediterranean world dur1n.~ H,rcanus 1 long 

ndmi n:!stra tion. The ir.Jportan.ce of Rome's sanction in con­

tributing to_ thia new I>rJsition bas, !='erhaps, been underes­

ti:mat:ed. It. e.pp::,ars that John Hyrcenus mo.de batter use ot 

Rome 1s favor for propaganda purposes than any or his prede­

ce s Rors. In the Antiguitie~, 21v, 10, Josephuc describes 

"13Ernest Rennn, Htstory of' the i"eo-,le of Israel (Bos­
ton: Rob erts Brothers. i895'J-;-\'-;-34:. Aocorcfin!:- to Ronan, 
i:r Ilo!-,e did not stop th1s invasion 1t nd.tigated 1 ts e:f'.fects. 
~ost other authorities, however• follow Schiirer. supra1 cf. 
al eo F.c'.wyn Bevan, 11 Syria end the Jar.a 1

11 The Csmbr!d ~e An­
cient Histor7 (Cambrldges The Univer eity°'Frisa, 1§7>)7"VIII, 
~30 t. 

~14Ant1g •• x111, 10, $-6. 

1$r.Ja thews, .2E.• .!!!1• , P• 69. 
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in hia 1;1coount or. the di9lom91:1c relations or H,rrcanus II 

\"/ith the Sen . t o and Ceessr 1 certain trer1t1e t3 which real ly 

belonr: 'l:o the t i rie of' Ii:~rconus I, of -,h1.ch :Jchilrer cited 

t h e 0 1 e wi t h the er ,nmen~s t o exp1o1n Hyrcanus' embaAey 

to Ro:r.10.16 It seems that sections twenty to twent,--five 

o f. th ... e. ch p t er .:..houl b assigned to the t!me or tr..e first 

ll:-rrcai.ius. 17 I n tlult ca se, Ii..: rcanus col'"JT!U111cated Rome's 

f avor b l c decree to the Laod1ceans (20) 1 - ~:t.le sians (21), 

Per gartonos (22 ),, IIolic~rnassians (23) • ~nrdians , (211.), Ephe­

sians (25), nd othe r-8 1 ::md sErnu1•ed ron,..arlmble exel'!pt1ona18 

mtl r . oI·abl e disp o e ~.tion n toward hie scattered subject~. 

J ohn. Hyrc,Jnns f e l l heir to the Hasmon an p ol1c~r or 

:r:c•ie n, shi p With Rome. In thot seni:Jo he wa s not the o:ri~inal 

r:anius tho t Judas wss. Yet no man bef·ore or a!"ter H:1rcanus 

ca~ i tali~ed on Romnn f evor s did he, to evoke from the Se­

mit e both seriou s inte rvention and !)rotect1on as v:ell. as the 

~avored .aspect of other nat ions issuing from.that interven­

tion. Hyrcanus md dem.onstrnted that there \°IBS much to gain 

from the .r:(otia\n .rep1.:tblic: his encce:ssors \"1ould show t l1ere was 

much to lose. 

"'l6supra, p. 26. 
• g 

\, 

17so .Gwa1d., O'D. ill.•, p. 361,1.1 Mathews, ~• ill•• and 
othar s • 

• J l8These included f'reeclo. ~ of worship on tho Sabbath, 
oxert1Ptio:n f'rom milital'}' service, aoqu1r1ng places of wor.:. 
ship and the 111m. 
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CJI/\PTER VI 

THE SUCCESSOHS: IMDIF'FEREHCF! (10$-69) 

~e hoar of no furth r negotintionF- or ~mbnss1es be­

t -r. een Ju<'toa end R l!l.e i n the forty years before Pompey's 

a rl"ive.1 i n S,;ria. This decided altorat1on 1n Hasmonean po­

J.1c is duo t o the n~\i position in which Judea found her self. 

l~o 1 0 11,5 er tl!rentened by a por1e rf'ul S-yrin, Judea wottld do 

s oi"e t h r aet o11i11.,~ o!: h_ri71 o\"m sr,.d this could h ard).,, ent!.ce the 

Ror.mns i nto the u sual rene wal or al 11-ence end friendship. 

mhe J ·r-s h a.d ol>ta :tried v,h@ t t:b.ey needed :fron Rome; bere!\fter 

t.he:,· ,:onl 3at1 s f'y t 1eir O\' n needs in e rup;~ed new type of' 

i udepenrlence. Once more Rome wou~d interf'ere ind irectl,- nnd 

help the J ews, but no longer out of love for them. After 

tmt 3he would inter:fer o for the last time. 

Aristobulus (105-104 ). son of H')"rcanus, was not content 

to shar e t he st&te '.-:1th l~ is 1aothe r as his rather had willed • 
. 

.tJ: ter k illing hal" , he i mprisoned thre e of h is brothers and 

k1lied o fourth. 1 He f'orcib1y incorporated the Itureans of 

lforth .rn Gelilee into his Jd ,gdom., and., what wot.1ld be moat 

significant to Roman e yes, ho assu .. ed the diadem and title 

of 1:1<1ng .,u a r•ract1ce whi ch ,7as 1'ollo\"Ted by bis brother and 

11',laviua Josephus, Antiquities ,.2!. l!!!, ~ (he1·earter 
"Antiq."), xi:1.:1., 11, l • 
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the Hasmonoan succes sors. 2 

lexanda:r:• J o.nnaeus (104-78) was !'reed i'ror'" ~ziioon b7 

the · .. ,1dov: of Ar:tstobnluo, Salome Alox~ndra., who also married. 

h1n . \ J i--a or expansion and domestic revolt char actar!zed the 

rci~n o:f.' "th is v J.iant pri. ce who docs not seem to bnve 

tl ouuht lmtcb or Roman friendship. 113 He att c Jced Ftolemais 

on t he co•rnt, vras defeated b7 Ptolemy Lo.th:fl:'Us, but snv8d 

by r tolemy 1 !! mother, Cleopatra I I I, \-:ho drove he1" :.-on to Cy­

;n·ua . llfter taJdn.,~ l e.rge territox•ies eas t r>f' the Jo=-dan in 

96 ., l exondo1" ' s ai~ ... i e s n1et annih ilat1'>n a t the h and or t:1e 

l rtbe tean o 1:, o y,"" ar s la"ter. This .c a.used a '!?ha1•1aee-1mspi:-ed 

r bollion ,1hlch ca l l.ed on tho aon of C-r:vpus, Demet r ius III 

lucor1.1c ., to detest Jamu~eus . t,ga:t11 the Ha~n1or1een ,ms beat en, 

but his r . t e 1.~spired pe~riotiom in the Jews Who rnlliad to 

his cause d J annaeus r egained hie tm-ons. After moro trou.-

ble w:i.th Syrin., Alaxe.nde-r adde·d T:ransjol"dania to the expan­

d i1 , Jud O::l.ll :sta t ~;. , :;1ld, by the t!."":te or his death, hEs had 

nearl :restored the k 111gclom of So1omon to h i.a Je\"1:tsh .. . 

2Ant1g • . , lo~. cit.: :~,,1n'/J00Au ".'i-' ~..;}.., a:, 
~ , ,Ja (,1.,, _/4 €r-;;1its 211,ir. 1/o '6 d.•J i! qal°' •1., ~ .u,;:.3

1
~ G ,;. r 11•.,. 

npCwo.1 ~ 11,c r11a ,-,,., "Strabo, Geo1re:PhZ:• X,,i, 2, 1.1-0, c1ii:lms 
tb.at l lexando:r ,,,a~ t he f :trst loeci r e himseli' a k i ng in­
stead 0£ a pric.u;1~. It is likely that he overlooked Ariato­
bulus 1 ~.·e:ar of n,le. 

3Heinr1ch Enald , ~be History or Ia;oael, translated b7 
J. Estlin Ca!'J)enter \ll'indon: Longmi'na, Gr-e"en, e nd Co.,. 
1871!.) t V, 388. !I.here may possibly h ve been a d1p1ome t1c 
tre111d at,f,t 1•ro111 Rome enci towazlCi Parthia at t b is time, accor-
d inq. to oevoise. l•E'rhr,ps 1n tha timo of' ~idetes some kind 
of agreement 'h.ad been :r·c.=io.ched between the Jftws and the Par­
thians; which may account for Hr-cenus I bold attacks on S~1an 
t~i~:go: l{c,!~0 0niva~:ii-;0 ~~e ~-ro&~1;1ria:1. Hif!8l? J,f J!rw~a 
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subjectsJ4 

Alexandr o (78-69) succeeded h er t Y10 husbands and ruled 

t he stnte 1n o 1>0aceful, pros1'>0rous prelude to the coming 

storm. Sha appointed her eldest son, Hyrcanus II, to the 

hic h•priesthood but could well ant1c:'!.pa te t1•ouble from the 

you nor o.nd 1iore ambitious Ar:!.s'tobulue II. On his. cleath­

bed, Jannneus had told her t o co11cili ate the Pharisees and 

t he queen folloued his advice. After a syst ematic assassina­

tion of the Zadducean leaders, wh o h ad orucir ied o 1p;ht-hun­

dred rebellious Pharisees in the reign of Jsnnaeus, the vin­

d ictive party g ained access to the Gorounia (Sanhedrin) and 

be ni sh e d its ene:nies.S It'l opposition to Hyrcanus II who, as 

h i ~h priest, was ns aooiated with the party in pover, the 

~adducaea held ont o their fortresses or).d turned to Aristo­

bulua II. The count1·y v,as rend~r :ror civil war. 

'l1ho foreign policy of Alexandra v1as a.sseyed b7 the 1n"t1-

sion or Ti 3ranes of Armenia ~ho besieged Ptolemais 1n 69. 

i"-n e:::.pedition of llristobulus against Damascus .failed, but 

the ~ueen 1s embassies end gifts conciliated tbe new con~uer­

or t o tha extent the. t lie "geva t h~m RQOd hopes of: his :rcvor~6 

l1.111JJ t eve:i."' t h is involved c annot be mo"l'm. tor once ar,:c,:tn it 

\'\!EIS ~,0?'!.8 1 e intervention T;hich saved the ·dl\ 'Y• Tigrnnes 

4Epitome o~ Antig., x1B, 12 , 1 to xii, 16, 1. 

S:rnpitoMe or Ant1o., xi11, 16, 1-6. 

6Ant1g., x111. 16, 4. 
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1~eoeivecl tho nP-\'10 tm t Armenia was bni?llf laid ,mate b-7 Lu-

cu.1lus a11d t hu n he was forced to withd::raw. J\pa in it was 

Rome actin~ in Ju ·ea1 s i nterest, but i ndirectly this time, 

ann ~erto inly out or- n o fr1endsh1.p for t he lill,3monecns. 

llh.,-11!1 i t :1.s not ·ossibl0 accuratel. to ap"9ra1ae Rome •s .feel- · 

i1>cr to,·mrd ·the Jewish stat e a t this time, 1.t 1s ,7ell to 

be r :tn mi nd.: 1) tlls re ·es l.itt le basis for .friendship 

:;iin c · th" a.l.liance h ed not b e n renewed in s1xty-f'1ve ~ are;7 

2) t he a s ~umr,t ion of the r o~nl title had not bad Rome 1s 

e -probo t..1.on; 3) l\1exgnda:r J nnneeus I i mpetuous conquests had 

e.e a. t . the 1.mr<"ot in t he Ee.st encl 11'\lfl t c rtainly have been 

of'!'er~.:-., e to Ro1ne; 8 11.) Rorm ,1ay h8ve suspected Jannaeuct • 

t 03 - ~1.b :!. :rri eml ~ll-P ·,:tth the Pnrthiar-s. Th.ls wes. a poor 

tir:,e f'or th Je .. 'lish a tr. to to evoke Rome • s 1:iistrust ~•he.teve.r 

t he basis 1'01· that, s uapl cion might hAve been. Roman pc;mer 

\'"t:?.s now rep:rPisen t ed i n th,i F.nst by troops as , ell ao 22!!,­

s ul ·ta. It ·wc.s ?m.tc h too lat to reno\7 the old 11f'r'=endBhip 

Pncl e.lliance" of the he1 .. 01c Hasmonean era.9 

7-i111.s aalculation posits tho second embassy of Byrca­
nus :tn 13.$-·13~- B. C. 

8Huv.o rt:tllrich, Das Uaus E,2!, ~~ Zwischen J"erusnlan 
und Rom 1Be:td -lberg= Carl .a nters Univeraitiltsbuchhandlung, 
i929-y-;-p. 13. I n Vi1llr1ch1s words, "der i-6.ckslehtalose !!!:.-
11!chtungslteJ.5Pf' Alexande:rs gese:p das en:Iiclientum 4-!!! Rbinern 
Zmus_,U ~ unangene§ gewesen seln. 

9Rathel" thf.ll'l c,;,nclude with a a ,1mmary of pre-Pompeian, 
Has.monean-Rom.nn relations at tbis -point end brea < tha con­
tinuity o-r the survoy, I have included this in the general 
su'flfflS. tion at the end. · 
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ROMAN SUP:RID.1ACY I.M JUDEA TO THE DEA'l'B OF HE:ROD !l'HE GREA'l' 

CHAPTER VII 

With tho death of Al exe11dra i.."'l 69, nar i E:i!.ediate l7 

broke out bat ~1oon Iiyrcanus II and h is brother• A4'1et obulua 

II. a s t urg~l e wh i c h wa s to continue intermit t ently until 

5.t c eprive cl Judea of" :i.ts har d- won inde pendence. Ar!stc:ibu­

l us, Milch t c ro101'"c po. u l e1" • o.e.f"eated HyrC'a nu !\ .. J or !.cho 

:md wit h i n th19c e ~non th$ t he b rothers agreed tha t .\ristobu­

l us not1li_ t e.h:e t,he lri ngdom and the h1gh-pr1ea thood1 i7h1le 

H.:Tcanus ~otld content h:trdself' e s a mere private citizen 

e i:1j o:ri ng his f'ortune. At t his point ever7 good J C:'tiish his­

t.orion or t he 11ol.d sch ool 0 a~ds some such phrase aa, "would 

t h a1: t h is arz•au~e m~n t had been a llowed to continue.'' or, 

"bu t r or Antipa t e r I s interfer ence Judea Y ou l d have rota h1ed 

her i "ldependencel" 

I.r t he £12· st Hyrcam,s pract!sad the r irst int olera~ce 

l Fl avius Jose':lhus. P..ntic;uit1ea 01· the J'e ws (lleraaf'ter 
"I,ntig~•) • :itiv, l, 2J Wars of the Jer,s(he1~eetter, "Tiara"), 
1, 6, J.. Graetz maintains~hat H,-rcanus r e t ained tbe high­
p r i e sthood., lieim-ich Graetz, liistoi-:v of 5Jr. JeTis ~ trens-
1.a t cd by .Bell a LB._,,- (Philddel.pn1a i 1b6 ieh P\i 1e1 licat1ons 
Soc1e ty of ~'\.m:$1•1ca • . 1893 J • I:!, S8. Pex• contrl!,: '.li&ni1 Schfi­
rar, ,A Hi story or the JE:,v-1sh Pemtle fn the T1rna g! Je sua 
Christ, transt&ti'd by J'onn MacFbG1 .. sonUlew Yorlr: dharios 
s"cr!bne1• 1s Sons, 1891) • I, 314, and othe:r"'s• 
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attributal,le to 'the Jows or that era when he forcibly inoor-

por ::,ted tho Idumaeana • 2 his son. /,..1exanc1er J anm:u,u s , mP.de a 

greater "error" i n appoint1nr~ E-n Ant1pute:r• 9.S govc:r-nor or 
, 3 

g encr:.!l. , 6'1'ptff)IJOS11 at Idul!".aea. For hie son, t1loo named 

A...;.t ip ater, r e-ir;ni t ~d the civil Y ar h i ch 'brou,:._ht Roman domi­

·na tion, nnd fe. thOrod the son 'f1ho would put e.n ewl to the F..as­

ir,onenn d nast~•• The :,roun,eel" Antipator inheritec. hits f'sther's 

preroga t ives as r,overnc,r anti cletern1.ined to seel.: po ·;er for 

h i mBel~. The indolent Hyrcanus cou14 easily be controlled 

an d so ho installed himself' a.s champion ot the f'orrr.er high­

pr 1est 1s cause in 6S. i1he sluggish Haemonean would have none 

o '!: i t a t 1·1rst1 but Ant1pater assured him that his 11.fe was 

in cJ.enr.er a nci that Aretas III stood ready to aid his cause. 

Accordingly., H'yreanus !'led with Antipater from Jerusalem and 

was 1 .. ece ivcd a t Pe tra by the /u-abiar1 l<ing who pled3ed hie aid 

on t he condition that Hyrcenus return to the Arnbians the 

tv,-elve cities taken from them by Alexander Jannaeus·, 1f' 

s uccessful. Ha readily agreed, and the three invaded with 

fil'ty t housand men. ..u-istobulus w as def'oated and was f'orced 

to retreat to tho Temple mount where he wes besieged by 

2See p. 28J cf. Graetz, .!m.• cit., P• 8. 

3.Antig., xiv, 1, 3i -~rs, 1, 6, 2. Eusebius, Ecoles1-
ast1ca:C His_toq• i, 6, 4,, pre:rers A1'r1cnnus I v1e1'l of Herod's 
origin., I.e • ., ·hat Herod 1s i-ather Antipater waa the son of 
He~od oT Ascalon. Schf.\rer, !!l!.• ~•• P• 314, corroborates 
Josephus. 



Aretas and Ant1pator. lieanwh11e, \"!Ord come that Pompey's 

gen<'::i·el , Qcaurus , T. as coming rrom Damascue into Judea. 4 
Tnis ·,as a "bolt 1'ro:n1 the blue 11 •.1hich irrevoc&b.ly changed 

Jewish h_o toryJ 'l"his ,,as tho f'irst time that Roman p oweJ1 

hnd il :i;rurled 011 Jude,o.n soil aud , , ould not be the lost. 

Tha t t l1e arriv al of Scaurus \'la s one or the vel'y cr1-

t:ica l mo.n1entR 1:r.i &ll o'f: Hebre.w history is a fact rl\117 appre­

c 1 . ted b ,1ost of th~ autb.oriti s , some of wh om (the old 

s c ·ool) r sorve their ,choicest immgex•1 for the occasion. No 

or: h ~ ::. ou t done Graetz ,vhose •bistor}'" i s. e c l assic ~'"n tho field. 

or Ilor1e ' n:r•rivn.l he says: 

The hour h d st1•uck when the Ronuin eafle, with sw11't 
Tli ht, ~es to swoop down UDon Israel~ inheritance, 
c1:r cl .ne; T1ildl~f nro1m.1 the bleeding n~tion, l aoera­
tl11g her wl th cl.'"1.tel vrounc!,a and 1'1:n.elly leaving hel' a 
corrrne. It v!a s a bo ~t Yd th 1:t-on teeth, bras.en claws 
nnd o hecl"t of' stone, thnt should ••• come upon the 
Judc:,an n:.'l.t i on toc!dr1nk :lt a blo OG~., e at itn f'le sh, and 
au O < 1 t:1 ~12I'?"OVI.,;;, 

Or, mt,re subtly, 

Rome rese~ibl es an u nf G1thfu1 guardian., who t akes 
inf inita car e of t he .. ropegt:,,· of' hi~ n;=.rd ., or.l,- to 
gat.~er r iches ror himae1r. 

The l a t ter imnge 1s excellent for metaphors but hardl y ob­

t ains in f'ect. Ror-1e had long ceased her "guardianship, 11 

an,1 t he 11t;ard" hac been out f e nding .for himself. 

With the dissolution of' the Seleucid&, a power vaouu~ 

' LI-Epitor::ie or Antig., xiv, 1, 4 to x1v, 2, 3. 

S0raetz, .!m..• ill•• ·:tr. 61. 

6oraetz, .2E.• cit., - 1, s2s-s26. 
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remained v,mich three nations wo:r-e to :till: Rome, by reason 

of: the bi:>quest 01· l'ergarra.tmJ Pontus, t.1nder Mithi-•adates; and 

Ai .. men ia., umle:r• ':i'igx•anes who, 1n 83, :lncorpor:,ted · ·orthern 
1 

~1ne ~~ars 1 ter, Nicomedne III of B1thynia died and 

•:tll o 1 l"~i• k:ln e;do.n to Rome no t.talim III had done, but 

Mithradai~as ir1vE:.6ed Tio2ua •o propert;· end r,:recipito tad the 

T ird. Iethr adatic War, 74-63. Lucullua, Tlho had ind,.rectly 

rE>11evoci A1 ex:mdra, had. left r,11thradnt,!S e.t large 'lnd t1as 

romoved 11'1 f avor o~ Gneeus Pompey, \'lh o sht:1 tt l"ed ~'-thra-

- ta' a 1~nJ in 66 and made pence with Tiprsnes. Pompey then 

t 11rned bis :,tte.ntion to t he s , r1an probl I!': 11d ?.o l d ·soon 

"put an e ml t,o all the ,1retch8d divisions, lncel d:na11ties, 

and 1J ?l"ls o:!' forei(l:n merc.enar1os under w· ich the ~yrien 

~ •,pi.re ., .. D perishing. 117 Roman police !'O'l".rer es to s o.lvaga 

ortfo?• O'l-:. o:r chaos. 8 

·c 1211t!hiJ.e Scam,us, v:bo h3d been eent ahead tc, Dama~cus 

·:•:., ile l- 0 1"1_ e . &At up l is ,,inter o.uarterr:: 1r. Ant,.och, 6S, 

7Erncst Be r.an, IH.etory of tho Peonle of I s r ael (Bos-
ton : - obert~ Brothers• 189!,T; v;-1~. 0 

-

8The Romans "wnren als Po11ze1 der Vorsehung unentbahr-
11ch • • • • S:vrien wire vo'n ,! en ldelnen Rliube:rn verzehrt 
worci'en., ,;1em1 n!cht d1e v.rosioii""'i':ln,-eschr1tten wlr-,n. 11 J. 
tfellhnu sen. ! erse11TI.scfi'.o und Jild1ec!ie descE!chte (Berlin: 
Druck und Vei•ia von deorg Heimer, 1901.) • p. 293. More 
positively, Pompey wished a cultural ~econstruction as well, 
according to ~1111.r-ich: 'Kein Zweil'el• dass Popa:v ehrlicb 
g:ewillt !!!,£, statt der· bii!i'cr von Nom 1m""Cr1en 4Sct1•fe6anen 
.... eret8rttnRBPOiit!k iiur'bauendo X'rbelt"zii'-:te!sten. · Hiiio tV!il.­
rich, ba::: Iisus des He:i:•odes zwiscbon ~soieril und Rom (.Hei­
delberg: CBr i D1nters Un!vers!tltsbuc'hhandiung--;-'l.~. 
p. s. 
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found t h.9 t Lolliua ond iletellus hnd t he situa t ion in bandJ 

thereXore h e pushed on into Judea.9 liris tobulus and Hyr­

canus Ga ch sen t e1uba ssi&s to int ercept t he e;ener·:il a nd thus 

resurr ected the old Hasmonean polio:· to nl':'let the 11ew s itua­

t i o n . The troubl.o t i1as t hnt e v e.r ~r princelj_ng 11'1 t he Ea s t was 

doing the s au.e t hing . It wa s "ube time i'or conering submis­

sion bef'ore t he nev: Pot entate, or • even mor e humiliating, 

beforo t h e Potentate 's r eproaantntive. 

For Scaurus I f'avor nnd support, Ar•1stobulus I embassy 
l.O 

011"ered f our hundred talents and, riot to be outdone, Hyr-

ca1ms ' of.!.' er ed the sa1'118 . 11 For t he practic a l cons1derat1on 

t hat t he citadel uou ld be d i f £1eult to t ake end ~rotes' for ­

ce s oas:,r to scs ttez·, Scaurus decided in 1'avor 01' Aristobulus. ,, , 
· orderod Ar etas t o witb.drm,; unl.ess he wished to be ,,.,1, .. ,.., 

Co , .. 
r wµf,\u 11,v. Arct a s obeyed but was purusad by Aristobulua '\"lho 

dea l t h im a s e :r•iou s defeat on his way home ar-d. In this way 

riat obulus gained two ye ars of grace; but he mu s t have 

.movm. t h:l t Scaurus' favor was merely temporary, becsu e he 

9Cb-aetz thi nlrs tha t Scaurt.1.0 was an opportunist who 
hoped t o oxe;hanga an i11si511i!"ica11t p osition at h -:>me .ror a 
po ::er!'ul one abroad , Graetz, 01;> . ill•• II, 61. Rensn men­
ti.0:1.s the .r . ct ·tna t Tyre l .. a i aed a et a t."Ue trJ him• Re nan, .21?.• 
cit., V, 12.$. - . 

10Anti a . x,.v, 2, .3; J"cer.o 1, 6 , 2-3, hol'1ever. sta tes 
t l.11! t . 1"':l.atobulus alone gave tbree liundre d talents. 

llThe Hyroa nus clel e,-at1on l ilrsly l:new that Sc aurue I de­
eir:d .on ,vo1ild be subject to revio.w by- Pompey and thoref'ore of­
.fe:red no moz•e than the delegation or -~ristobulus, a~cord:lng to 
to A. H. M. Jones, The Eex•ods gt_ Judaea (Oxford: '!'he Claren­
don Preas, 1938), p-;-T9. 


