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Book Review._:- Literatnur.

Die Heildgewififeit bei Luther. Gine entrwidlungsgeidhichtlide und fyftematifde
Darftellung. BVon A Ifred K urj Verlag bon G. Verteldmann, Gilters:
foh. 1933. 262 Seiten 6% X9%. Preis: M. 8, Iartoniect,

»Unfeve Untecjuchung fithet in da8 Heryftitd bed religidfen Lebens und
theologifhen Denlens Quthers. Mit ber Frage: ,Wie friege iy einenm gnddigen
©ott? find wob! feine Kloftertdmpfe ridytiy umjdyricben; aber biefe eine Frage
umfdyliet die tweitere: ,TWie werde i) ein Menf) nach Gottes Wohls
gcfallen? MWie bleibt mir Gott gnibdig in Gioigleit? Wie Iverde id
meines Heils gewif? Mit diefem Saf beginnt die Ubhandlung. Und
toenn der Lefer, bem ¢8 um diefe Sadye gu tun ift, begierig der Ausfilhrung folgt,
fo it er nidht enttdufcht, jondern unterjdyreivt bantbar die ScHiufage: .C8 gibt
ein ewiges Goangelium. IWeil Cuther biefes ber Welt mwicbers
gebradyt hat, . . . bucfte in feiner Qeidenrede von dem Gngel ber Offenbarung ge:
fprodien tverden: ,Der hatte ein ciiges Gvangelium, ju berliindigen bemem, bie
auf Frden wobhnen’, Offend. 14, 6. Von bicjem Gvangelium gilt, was von Ehriftus
gefagt ift: ,JGjus Ghriftus geftern und Heute und derfelbe audy in Ewigleit',
Hebr. 13, 8. Ju ihm wollte Luther fein deut{dhes VoIl filhren, ,auf daf ivic burd
bedfelben Gnade geredht und Grben feien bed eivigen Lebens nady der Hoffnung.
Das ift gewiflich) wahr’, Tit. 8, 7. Der Lefer wird feinem Gott dants
bar fein fiir ba8 von Quther der Kirdye wicdecgefdentte Lehrftiid von ber auf das
Goangelium gegriindeten Heilsgewifheit, Gr wwird aud) bem Berfaffer filc feine
bortrefjliche WArbeit dantbar fein, bie fo manded Trefiliche auf trefjliche Weife gu
fagen tweiff. Grft twicd Quthers Kampf um die Heilsgeiifheit dargeftellt, wie ex
auf bem Weg der Werlgerechtigleit fich in einem ,Inferno” befand, wie ¢x auf
bem Weg der jugeredineten Gerechtigleit in ein Purgatorio® fam und wie ex auf
bem Weg ber Glaubensgeredtigleit das ,Parabifor erreidyte. lnter ber ,yuges
techneten @erechtigleits der sociten Periobe berjteht der BVerfaffer bas LRidyts
suredhnen der Siinde durd) Gottes freie Willensentfdheibung®. S Banbdelt fid
um den voluntariftijdien Gottesbegriff Occams, ber Luthers damalige Theologie
beherridhte. Ointer der ,pgratin imputata ftand nidit der gnidige Gott ber
Sdyrift, fondern bder prideftiniccende, abfofute, frele TWille bed occamiftifden
Gottes”. ,Am Anfang der Vorfefung [iiber den Rimerbrief] fand ber heilss
ungeiviffe Silnber vor einem Gott, der in unberedhenbarer WillenSentfdjeidbung
geredit fpricht und berbammt; am Gnde ruft bad in Ghrifto begnadigte Gottess
find: ,UbDa, Ticber BVater!* Occam ift endgilltig duvd) Paulus befiegt. Luthec
bat die Theologic der Dialeltil iibertounden.” (S.146.) Die Sacje bed foges
nannten  Turmerlebniffess, von dem Quther in der Vorrede jur Gefamtausgabe
feiner Werle rebet (W. 54, 179 ff.: .Da fiihlte iy mid gany und gar als ¢in
Wicbergeborner und meinte, durd) offene Titren in bas Paradies einjutreten”;
bol. St. €. Ausg, XIV, 448), toird gritndlidy unterfudt. RKurs Hilt dafiic, dek
ba8 ,Turmerlebnis” in den Monat September, [pateftens Oftober, des Jaheed
1516 fillt. Die Sade ift widtig filr dbad Vecftdndnis der Rdmerbriefoorlefung
unb anberer Friihjdriften. ,Der Ausbdrud ,der gnidige Gott® ift Hier nod) nidt
reformatorifd) gu verftehen” (S. 94), .aud) nidt die Ausdrilde ,Glaube’ und Ridts
anvedynung’” (S.83). JIn ber jweiten Periode tvird nidt dec Glaube, fons
bern bie Demut, die Aneclennung des inneren Silnbigfeins, die Unfedytung
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und ba8 RNidjthaben ber Heildgemwifheit als Heilsnotwendig Hingeftelit (S, 87).
»Bon ber Rimetbricfoorlefung fogt Cuther 1532, baB er in ihr 3u einiger
Gelenntnis Ghrifti getommen fet (Ti{dhr. I, 136). Bon feiner exften Plalmenvors
Iefung Bat ev fpiter {iberhaupt nidt mehr geredet. Das ift nicht Jufell, fondern
ULfiht. Selbft der Galaterdrief bon 1519 ift nad) feinem f[phteren eteil nidt
telf. ,Qutber loufite ganz genau, baf er bie volle Grlenntnis des
Reformators erft befaf, a8 er fih anfjdidte, ben Plalter jum weiten
Male gu interpretieren. (S. 146.) »BVom adjten Kapitel des RBmerdricfes an,
too bic Wanblung fich) vorbereitete, finden fich Stellen, aus denen reformatorifdes
RMorgenlidt leudtet.* (S.067.) G8 wird in biefem Teil de8 Vuded8 anjdaulidh
unb ergreifend befdyrichen, wic Quther bon Stufe ju Stufe aufivdrts gefithrt
lourbe, Bi6 er, auf dbem aflleinigen Voden dber Sdrift ftehend, feined Heilands,
feines @laubens froh fein fonnte — da3 bon @ott jubereitcte Werlzeug der Me-
formation. Der steite Teil behanbelt ,Die HeilSgewifheit bei Quther in [nites
metijdher Dacftellungs. Die Heiltgewifheit griludet fich auf Wort und Salra:
ment, ift die bom Heiligen Geift durd) Wort und Salrament getvirlte Getifiheit.
«Der Heilige Geift ift fein Sleptifer; er Hat nidt Jmweifelhafted und unfidere
Metnungen in unjece Herzen gejdyrieben, fondern fefte Gemwifiheiten, die fefter und
gewiffer find afs felbft bas Leben und alle Grfahrung. (V. 18, 605; St. Q. Ausg.
18, 168L)* ,Jn UAnfechtungen fdyrieb er an feine Stubentitr ober auf feinen
Cdreibtifch: ,Baptizatus sum!* Obder er fagt: ,Meine Taufe bleibt, gleihiwie
bie Gonne allczeit bleibt.” (/. 34, I, 97.)* ,,G8 nilft dir nidyts 3u glauben, baf
Ehriftus file die Siludben anbderer bahingegeben fei, wenn du iweifelft, ob er
fiir beine Siinden geftorben fei. Das glauber aud) die Dimonen. Mit fefter
Juverfidht mufit dbu baran fefthalten, dafs er aud) fitr beine Siinden geftorben
ift und b u einer von benen feicjt, filv beven Siinde er bahingegeben ourbe. Das
ift vedytfectigender Glaube. . . . Das ift dbas Jeugnis des Heiligen Geiftes.* (W. 2,
458; St. £, YAusq. 8, 1376.)* — Anf 3loei bon Kury hierbet betonte Puntte mid-
ten toir nod) befonders aufmerfjom madien. 1. Synergismus und Heilsgetoifheit
bectragen fid) nidht. ,Ob tvir die derfchicdenen Formen bes Heidbentums ober bed
Jubentums . . . daraufhin betradhten, fiberall findet fidh der Verfudy, irgendeinen
menjdliden Standpuntt Goit gegeniiber feftsuhalten und ecinem — wenn aud
nod) fo fhwadien — Synergifmus Raum ju jdaffen. Luther dagegen Hat allein
bon @ott und feinem Wort her geurteilt und mit bem Monergidmus fompromip=
o2 Genft gemacht. Damit Hingt feine Heildgewifheit gany eng und unmittelbar
jufammen. Sie ift fofort aufochoben, wenn fie bon einem menjdlidhen Tun ab=
bingig wird. ,Das tveif; id) getvifs, daf; ich nichts Men[dyliches rate, fondern Gdtt=
lidyes, indem id) alled Gott juteile, bem Menjdien nidhts. (W. 40, 1. 1131. St. 8.
9, 97.) Gott jdhafit nur aus dem ,MNichts*. ,Ut eius natura, ex nihilo omnia
ereare, . . . sic creavit omnia. Sic justificat peccatores, vivificat mortuos,
salvat damnatos. (. 40, 3, 154. &t. Q. 4, 1873.) (S.208f.) 2. Grfahrungs:
theologie (im modernen Sinn) und Heilsgeivifheit vertragen fid) nicht. ,Nadh bem
Gefagten toirb e8 immerhin qut fein, bon ciner GrfahrungSgrundliage bes
Glaubens bef Qutfher nidyt gu reben. Die Jubverfidht ded Glaubens und bie Ge:
tififeit bes Heiles bleibt aud) ohne gegeniwdctige Erfahrung und ift unab:
bingig bom gegentvdrtigen Fiihlen. @ott fann bas Fithlen entyichen, ohne jus
qleid) die Glaubenszuverficht su nehmen. . . . Man oicd nidt fagen ditrfen, bah
Suther Grfahrungstheolog jei. Gr darf lweber bon einer Theologie in
Unfprud) genommen werben, bie gegen alle Grfahrung ftreitet, nod) bom einer
Theologie, die ihren Glaubensgrund in der Grfahrung befigt.” (S. 233 ff.)
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#Uud) den anbern Fehler hat Quther bermicden, baf er nidyt bas religids ers
lebenbe ) gur religidfen Autoritdt madjte und bie Erfahrung berfelbRdnbigte
(S. 244.) — Bei allebern madyt Kury felber der Erfahrungstheologie einige fons
aeffionen. Gr jagt 3. B.: ,MWire Sutber ein Sonderfall, iwie bilcfte man dann
eine Rirdye auf feiner Lehre und feinem Erleben® (von und unterfiriden)
»etbauen? (S.256.) Ober: ,Beidbed muf jufjommenfommen: das Wort und
bas UAngejprodyenfein burd) Giott; bdie Erfahrung unbd ifre Lonformitdt mit ber
Sdyrift. Wo bas erledbt wird, da ift Heiliger Geift, da ift Offenbarung, da ift Ges
wiBheit.» (S.244.) Damit foll natitrlid) mehr gefagt fein al8 dies, daf, um ein
Ghrift su fein, man cin Ghrift getoorden fein muf, dafs, um die Kraft der Heis
ligen Sdrift 3u crfahren, man fie ecfahren mup. Was gemeint ift, ift, daf jum
Wort GotteS nod) ettvad Hingulommen muf, dbamit e8 feine Kraft ecviveife. Unf
chen bicfer Seite lefen wir: ,Gott mufj Gott bleiben, und jwar joivohl bem ers
lebenden ober fpelulierenden Ny af8 auch der Scyrift gegenilber, die nidt ein
Qchrbudy ilber Gottes Wejen und Willen ift, fondern ccft burd) den Heiligen Geift
verlebenbigt werden muf.* Ju dhnlider Weife wicd S, 222 ein faljdher Gegenfah
gebilbet: ,Jnbem die Schrift ihm [Qutbher] diefe Sihecheit bot, atte fie bod
foldhe Madyt nicht als tote Autoritiit bes qefdhriebenen Budhftabens, fondern als
Tebenbiges Jeugnis des Heiligen Geiftes” — bas allerdings » im Wort und bei
bem TWort ift«. Aber warum denn hierbei von einer toten Autoritdt reden? 1Und
S. 223 heifit 8 gar, in gefperrtem Drud: ,Der geiftgemicvite Slaube
muf immer erjt bas Wort lebenbdbig und ju cinem wirts
liden und peridnlichen GotteSwort maden, um Hells:
gewifheit gu wedens Nod) cinige andere Sife milffen beanftandet loers
ben. Das ift {habe, ba ber Verfafjer jumeift Quther redt verfteht. — Dad Bud
ift audh in fehr berftindlider Spradye gejdyrieben. Aud) bariiber freut fid) ber
Lefer. ThHh. Gngelder.

The Original Jesus. (Der Goldgrund des Lebensbildes Jesu.) By Otto
Borchert, D. D., Author of Der Tod Jesu im Lichte seiner cigenen
Worte und Taten. Translated by L. 2. Stalker. The Macmillan
Company, New York. 1933. 480 pages, 5% X9. Price, $3.50.

This is a valuable book, offering a fresh, original treatment of great
questions having to do with the Life of lives. We are told in the editor’s
preface that the German original, which was published after the war, “has
had a remarkable history. It had to wait for sixteen years before it found
a publisher, having been offered and rejected no less than ten times” (p.9).
The editor’s explanation is that the book was “ahead of its time.” This
seems plausible. It constitutes n defense of the Biblical Jesus, and such
productions before the war were regarded as worthless anachronisms, which
should not be permitted to cumber the ground of this highly intellectual,
sophisticated, and almost omniscient age. “With the disillusionment
brought about by the great war and the subsequent peace, it found its
public, and its message went home. Many editions in the original German
have been exhausted; it has been translated into Dutch, Danish, Swedish”
(ibid.).

It is not easy to give an adequate description of this remarkable book
in a few words. To begin with, we may emphasize that it is not a life of
Christ as that term is commonly understood — an orderly, comprehensive
account of what the gospels report of the earthly life of our Savior. The
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events are not studied in their sequence; questions of chronology are not
discussed; material of this nature is seldom referred to. What the author
endeavors to do is to place before us facts and incidents from the life of
Christ which will justify our acceptance of Thomas's confession: “My Lord
and my God.” The purpose of the work, then, is apologetic. It is designed
to make credible Christ’s “portrait in the form. in which it is offered to us
by the gospels” (p.13). This is accomplished by demonstrating that the
gospel story cannot be an invention. If it were o fictitious account, it
would rend altogether differently, the author shows. “We perceive in
different. races and in different centuries ideal figures, the creation of many
heads and busy hands, often a tissue woven by many generations, the at-
tempt having been made to glorify one man above his fellows; but it has
not been successful in a single instance. In every case the deficiencies can
easily be perceived, and the blots on the picture are very clearly visible
to every one who is not wilfully short-sighted” (p.14). Now think of
Christ. “Like the dying Lavater we are aware of a breath from heaven
playing around us when we come into Christ’s presence; we feel that this
Jesus is not of the earth and that the likeness is not made by human
hands” (p.1G6). But is it not likely or at least conceivable that the
disciples of Jesus, loving and adoring their Master, kept out of the picture
they drew of Him n number of blemishes and imperfections to produce a
figure of perfect lovelinesst Our author says he is aware that skeptics
eall the gospel picture of Jesus a creation of the disciples; but he holds it
can be demonstrated that such a view is false, and the proof in his opinion
lies in the many things in the life of Jesus which are “inglorious, strange,
yes, even offensive” (p.17). He continues: “One after another all have
been offended in Him-— the Baptist [?], the disciples, the people, the
Christian community of the second century, the rising Catholic Church, the
expositors of the Bible, our own hearts. It can be proved, and for the
defense the proof is important, that as soon as men withdrew [“withdrew”
must be a mistranslation; one would expect: “gave rein to” —W.4.]
their opposition to the picture given in the gospels and followed their own
imagination, they never painted the likeness with the colors used by the
evangelists; for the figure that looks at us from the gospel story is not
one which is always exalted and glorified, rather does it bear on its fore-
head, even to-day, the sign of much that is an offense. It has features that
will never appeal as great to the natural man, features to which we have
gradually to accustom ourselves and which are now an example to us only
because, gazing at Jesus, we have become convinced of their worth. And
these characteristics of which we speak are not only to be found here and
there in the picture, so that one might think the evangelists had merely
forgotten to crase them when they idealized the main traits —no, they are
the basic features of the portrait of Jesus. But if this is so, then this
portrait can be understood only as a product of the most scrupulous his-
torical accuracy. The members of that early community did not find in
themselves the solid foundations and the divine features of the Savior of
the world; they gave them to us as they received them, even when they
thereby ontraged their own feclings” (ibid.). The issue of his study, the:
author says, will be, “that Jesus has not been transfigured by the hand of
man, but that the community of the first century stood awestruck before-
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the story of His life, even when it was displeasing to them. We see Him
as Ho was” (p.20). The work is divided into two books, Book One treating
of “the foolishness in the picture of Jesus; its value in the scientific defense
of Christianity,” Book Two of “the beauty of the picture: the besuty of
Jesus exhibited anew to scorners and admirers.” The book often reaches
wonderful heights, for instance, in chapter 4 of Part Two, where the thesis
is brought forward: “Jesus is still to-day at variance with the thought
of all mankind; because the natural man, in so far [1] as ke is stained
by sin, sees in Him an enemy” (p.73). Frederick the Great, Goothe,
Nietzsche, Ibsen, Hauptmann, and others are quoted to show the deep chasm
fixed botween Christ and what the human mind, when left to its own
resources, considers great and divine; the difference between the principles
which Jesus taught His followers and those cxalted and cheered by the
intellectunl leaders of to-day is emphasized. This powerfully confirms the
above statement that we are here not dealing with an invention of the
disciples. The chapter on “The Miracles of Christ” (pp.401—427) like-
wise struck us as particularly admirable. The presentation is slways
simple and often gripping. A wealth of quotations is incorporated, showing
the author’s wide acquaintance with what is considered highest in the
various literatures of the world. The translation, generally speaking, as
far as we can judge without having the original before us, has been well
done. In conclusion we must not fail to remark that the author’s view of
the inspiration of the Seriptures is the libernl one, which does not shrink
from assuming errors in the sacred writings. May we not hope that, since
he is looking upon Jesus as the true Son of God, n renewed careful con-
sideration of the question whether the Bible is throughout inspired will
result in his following our Lord, who acknowledged the Scriptures as
divine and infallibly correct? W. ARNDT.

Whipping-Post Theology; or: Did Jesus Atone for Disease? By
Dr. W. E. Biederwolf. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand
Rapids, Mich. 305 pages, 514 X8.

The somewhat queer title of this book, Whipping-post Theology, be-
comes intelligible to the reader when he considers the words of faith-healer
Aimee Semple McPherson: “At the whipping-post He purchased your
healing,” or those of faith-healer Dr.McCrossan: “Much of His precious
blood was doubtless shed while receiving those awful stripes for our physical
healing; but the rest of His precious blood was reserved to be shed on the
cross for our sins.”” Modern faith-healers thus apply Is. 53,5 (“With His
stripes we are healed”) to bodily healing, claiming that the ntonement was
not only for sin, but also for discasc and that nccordingly it is the duty of
the Christian evangelist to heal not only the soul, but also the body. It is
chiefly this error with which Dr. Biederwolf, n noted evangelist himself and
author of many other books on religion, takes issue. With keen analysis
he examines the claim of modern divine healers in the light of Scripture
and reaches the conclusion that it is “without warrant in the Word of God.”
His book is divided into three parts. In the first he compares the activ-
ities of modern divine healers with the healing of Christ during His sojourn
on earth and shows by clear logic and excellent exposition that modern
faith-healing is altogether unscriptural and in most cases fraudulent. As
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a matter of fact, faith-healers usually do not keal, but leave those who
appeal to them unhealed and unhelped. In the second part the author
discusses the problem of divine healing from a practical point of view,
showing that Jas. 5, 14.15 cannot be used to support divine healing and
that cases of sickness in the New Testament (Paul’s thorn in the flesh;
the sickness of his helpers on various occasions) argue against it. An im-
portant chapter in the third part of the book is that on the “History of
Healing,” in which he describes the movement from Montanus (A.D. 150)
down to Pastor Rein in Germany (1875) and discusses Shakerism, Khlysty-
ism, Mormonism, Spiritualism, Christian Science, Simpsonism (the four-
fold Gospel), New Thought, Unity, the Holy Ghost and Us Socicty, Em-
manuelism, Dowieism, Yogaism, Pentecostalism, etc. We recommend also
the chapter on “An Examination of the So-called Proof-texts for Divine
Healing,” in which he proves that there is no shred of evidence in Scripture
to support the divine healing of modern fanatics. We do not, however,
agree with cvery statement or argument of the writer. Luther, for instance,
should not be grouped among those who favored faith-healing; his prayer
for the restoration of Melanchthon docs not make him a divine healer.
Sometimes, too, the writer speaks as if disense were not the consequence
of sin; by calling it an “imposed penalty,” he admits that sickness, just
like the briers, the pains of travail, death, ctc., was caused by sin. In some
cases his exegetical remarks go beyond the scope of the passages which he
expounds. But despite such faults his work is n good refutation of the
error of modern divine healing. We recommend especially the moderation
and fair-mindedness with which the author treats the subject. He admits
that “God does heal the afilicted in answer to the prayers of His believing
children,” but then continues: “But it is the gross perversion, the glaring
distortion, the inexcusably unseriptural statement of the matter that is
doing the hurt.” The book is an exhaustive, thorough discussion of the
perversion of modern divine healing. J. T. MUELLER.

Cultural Anthropology. By Albert Muntsch, 8.J. 421 pages, 51, X8%.
Bruce Publishing Co., Milwaukee. Price, $3.75.

A market flooded with books on ethnological subjects can ill afford to
miss this contribution of Professor Muntsch, who teaches anthropology in
St.Louis University. For two reasons — the book is n compend such as
we have needed covering practically everything of consequence pertaining
to the customs, cultures, and belicfs of the uncivilized races; and we have
stood in need of a book that presents the facts of anthropology in a manner
free from the misconceptions arising from the atheistic, evolutionary,
approach. The average text represents the so-called primitives as typical
of a very early stage in the history of human society, out of which our
race by slow evolution developed its culture and customs, its morals and
its religion. The author of this work develops the thesis that there is no
vestige of truth of such an evolution of human society. This twofold
purpose runs through the entire book —to provide an answer to evolu-
tionistic ethnology and to supply a text-book for classes and individuals
that are making a study of primitive organization, ethics, art, and religion.

Throughout, Rev. Muntsch takes pains to show the premises of Sir
J. G. Frazer, E. B. Tylor, and Emile Durkheim to be at variance with the
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facts. The theory of primitive universal rule by women, or matriarchy,
one of the corner-stones of the evolutionistic structure, is shown to be
“utterly worthless”; "t.lu great mass of evidence stands solidly against it.”
The theory that human beings at first lived in sexual promiscuity and that
the rule of one wife for each husband arose much later has gone by the
board since the facts were more carefully investigated (pp.9.189). Indeed,
as in the study of biology, so also in anthropology the evolutionary view
has suffered one erushing defeat after another, the facts refusing to accom-
modate themsclves to the theory of development out of brute beginnings.
The author does not try to account for the differcnces in cultural levels.
“Whenee the initiative of some people comes is as much a mystery as is
the ultimate source of the high endowments of certain individuals” (p.30).
Concerning some tribes it is evident that n degeneration from higher culture
has set in, and “the idea of universal, steady, continual upward cultural
progress must be given up, once and for all, as contrary to patent facts”
(p.42).

The reader of this work will receive an altogether new impression of
the mentality of the primitive if his earlier reading has been limited to
evolutionistic texts, texts whose authors are accustomed to seek out the
most degrading aspects of primitive society and to fix upon them as the
first stage of human progress. But this mcthod is outmoded, says Pro-
fessor Muntsch. “It cannot be shown that man was brutelike in mind,
habits, and behavior. . . . We realize that carly man was like man of
to-day. Human nature is the same to-day ns it was when man first ap-
peared on the horizon. . . . Primitive men reason as other men: their
sentiments are the same; their moral sense and effort are the same as
those of civilized man” (pp.45.46). From the beginning, man has had
the gift of reason. There is no “prelogical stage.” The mental processes
of the savage do not differ from our own. Oft-quoted examples of mental
backwardness — such as the alleged ignorance of certain tribes as to the
bearing of sexual intercoursc on conception —are relegated to the land of
fancy. There is much proof that the savages of our day have sunk from
relatively high stages of culture.

Especially the chapters dealing with mythology and religion are re-
freshing with their unprejudiced approach. The author finds no proof
that the higher religions have developed out of totemism and other forms
of idolatry (p.128). “Primitive man knows the essentinls of the Moral
Law. . .. The great boast of evolutionary theorists is that they hold to
facts and that their opponents arc being led astray by preconceived idens
of what ought to be. Neither of these two contentions is true to fact. ...
All the data point only in one dircction— the existence of well-defined
ethical notions among people to whom many writers have denied concepts
of moral right and wrong” (pp.182—186). Monkeys can never develop
a language, while on the other hand vocabularies of savage tribes “are rich
and their grammatical structure is systematic and intricate” (p.229).
Many examples are given also from the author’s own research during his
sojourn with American Indian tribes. Most certainly “the languages of
primitive peoples do not indicate a low mentality” (p.241). As for re-
ligion, some form of religious belief is found among all peoples (p-273);
a belief in a Supreme Being — Creator, Ruler, Lawgiver —is in varying

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1934



Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 5 [1934], Art. 74

Book Review. — Qiteratur. 6851

degrees found among three-fourths or perhaps more of the non-civilized
tribes of the world (p.268). Not everywhere is proof available to show
that present religious beliefs are a degeneration from higher levels. How-
ever, in all the vast field covering the five continents there “has not been
l(lrod;slaeed any fact that militates against belief in primitive revelation”
p' ,u

The darker sides of heathen life are presented,— not so much in the
chapters on family, womanhood, and childhood (where the reviewer was
somewhat disappointed by the rather engaging and to that extent untrue
picture there presented of life among the savages) as in the sections dealing
with secret societies and with tabus, witch-doctors, cannibalism. It is to
be regretted that the heartlessness and cruclty which is characteristic of
most of the pagan tribes untouched by our civilization is not properly
emphasized, though we owe a debt of gratitude to the writer for modifying
his detail in the sections treating nature-worship, sections which, in the
average anthropological text, reek with obseenity.

THEODORE GRAEBNER.

Teaching Religion To-Day. By Gceorge Herbert Betts. The Abingdon
Press. New York, Cincinnati, Chicago. 268 pages, 51.X8. Price,
$1.25.

If any one of our readers is looking for a survey of modern methods
in teaching religion, he may find this a usable book. The modernistic trend
of the book is illustrated by the following quotations: “Let us acquaint
the children with such facts as these concerning the Bible. Let us tell them
when they arrive at the age when they question how the Bible grew and
how the wisdom, mistakes, beliefs, hopes, and experiences of many people
went into it. Let us treat its traditions, its legends, its myths, its alle-
gories, and its poetry openly for what they are. Let us tell the beautiful
Genesis story, but tell it as the way an ancient people who believed in God
accounted for His creation of the carth.” (P.184.) In the chapter entitled
“God in Our Teaching” we read: “We can wonder and worship where we
cannot grasp or understand. We can reach out with loyalty and devotion
to a Greatness which we cannot comprehend, let alone reduce to speech and
explanation. Yet, wholly in accord with this attitude and point of view
are certain principles which seem sound: 1. What we believe and teach
about God should be in accord with accepted knowledge. Religion should
keep step with progress in human thought. 2. What we believe and teach
about God should represent the weight of probabilities as represented by
reason.” (P.207.) And in the chapter on “Jesus in Our Teaching”:
“Now, certain theologians argue with great ingenuity and sometimes with
infinite confusion of meaning that Jesus was both human and divine, heing
at the same time ‘very God’ and ‘very man,’ two natures separate and
distinet, yet mysteriously fused. But what the common man wants to
know is this: Was Jesus completely human in the sense that He met the
same problems and tests that we have to meet and with no other resources
than those available to every man to the extent he is able to use them?
Or, on the other hand, was Jesus so hedged about by divinity that He had
resources of which we have no knowledge? This is an important question
that matters greatly. For we are taught that Jesus revealed in His life
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what man may become. We are urged to model our lives upon His and
to measure ourselves by His standard. This is challenging and inspiring
if Jesus won His victories with the equipment that every man may have
and if he differed from the rest of us only in degree and not in kind, in
the weapons He used. But if we believe that Jesus, because of & unique
relation to God, was so equipped that He could not fail and that every
battle was won before it was begun, then there scems an element of in-
Justice in expecting us with our lesser equipment to approximate the level
He reached. If Jesus was not human in the full sense in which we are
human, or if He was divine in a sense in which we may not be divine,
then He was but playing at being a man, and we should not be measured
by His standard. What we believe and what we teach the young on this
question has a vital bearing on life and character. Is it not probable that
in our teaching we need to emphasize more the human Jesus, who has been

eclipsed in theology by the divine Jesus?” (Pp.231.232.)
Tneo. LAETSCIL

Arbeit unb Sitte in Paldfting. Von Guftaf Dalman. Band III: Von
ber Grnte gum Meh1: Grnten, Drefdyen, Worfeln, Sieben, Bers
wabren, Mablen. (Sdriften des Deutjhen PaldftinasInftituts, Heraus:
gegeben bon @, Dalman. 6. Vand.) Mit 71 Ubbilbungen. G, Bextels:
mann in Giitersloh. 379 und XI Seiten 61%X9% in Qeinivand mit
Ritden= und Dedeltitel gebunden. Preis: M. 20.50.

Band I und IT dicjes Werfes haben vir in ,Lehre und Wehre* befproden

(74, 181; 75, 182). TWir Iomnen nur unjere bortige Gmpfehlung wiederholen.

@8 ift cin fehr wertvolles, intereffantes Wert, von dem verfafst, dec ald die exfte

beutige Wutoritit auf dem Gebiet der Paldftinalunde gift, der nidt nur biele

Jabhre in Paldftina jugebrad)t Hat, foubern audy jest ber Leiter bes Paldftinas

Jnftituts an der Univerfitit Greifsoald ift. Der JInbalt des bocliegenden

Bandes ift dburd) dben Untertitel geniigend begeidpuet. Gr begleitet das Getreide

von ber Grnte bis jum Mahlen und jur Veriwahrung des Mehls, Der nidfte

Band iwird fich mit dem Brot, jugleich aber aucy mit dem HI, dem Wein und bem

Sruditbau befdhiftigen und damit dic Reihe beendigen. Der Vecfafjer geht immer

aus bon ben Jujtindben und BVerhiltnifjen Paldftinas, wie fie im Alten und Neuen

Teftament gejehilbect oder angedeutet twerben, unb bejdyreibt biefe Sufdnde unbd

DBerhiiltniffe in der Gegentwart, gibt darum aud) immer bie betreffenden Gebrds

ifdhen, aramiijdhen und arabijhen IWirter an. So fommt ¢8, baf beftindig in

bem Budye fidh fachliche Erifirungen jur Heiligen Schrift finden, wie darum aud
bag Beryeidnis der erwidfhnten und bejprodyencn Bibelftellen dreieinhald eng ges

drudte Seiten filllt. Wir geben cin paar BVeifpicle. Dad Ahrenlefen, tie ¢8 im

Budie Ruth gejchifdect wird, wird genan erlfiict und gegeigt, wie nody ekt diefelbe

Weife befolgt wird (S. 60—62). Gbenjo tird das in der Bibel erwahnte Drefdien

mit bem fogenannten Drejchvagen ober =fdhlitten fehr genau und enfheulid bes

fdyrichen (S. 89). Dasfelbe gilt von bem Abjchneiden des Getreides mit ber Sidiel

(S.411). G5 ift wicllih fein Abjchnitt im gangen Bude, der nidt interefanten

unb belehrenden Aufjchluf fiber bas gejamte Aderbauleben im alten und jekigen

Paliftina gibe. Wber ganj befonders milffen aud die fech8unbfed3ig Ubbilbungen,

bie auf photographijdhen Uufnahmen tuben, beadjtet werben. TWir feben chen

jest im Jeitalter des Vildes, unb gerade dicfe BVilder, die der Verfaffer bes Merles
entiveder felbft aufgenommen Hat ober andern Uufnehmern verdantt, maden bie
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Sadie tedit verftdndlidy. ' So Nr. 49 das ausgejeidhnete haralteriftijhe Bild einer
Qandmiihle, von jivei Frauen bei Mazaveth gemahlen. Das ift ein Bid u
Sul. 17,35: ,3wo iwerben mablen miteinander; ecine Iwird angenommen, bie
anbere oicd beclaffen werben.” Ebenfo Nr. 15, ein drefdhended Rind mit Holaring
unb Maulford, cine Aufnahme der American Colony in Jerufalem, die fofort an
bas Wort evinnert: ,Du jollft bem Ddyfen, der ba brifdhet, nicht das Maul ver=
binben®, 5 Mof. 25,4; 1Tim.5,18. Gbenjo bic Vilber von dem Drefhichlitten,
von ber Worffdjaufel ober Wurfgabel und anbdere mehr. Dasd Bud ift mit einem
diecfadhen Megifter verfehen: 1. Berzeidhnis ber Hebrdifdhen und eramiifden
Wicter; 2. BVerjeidnis der jehit gebrauditen arabifdhen MWdrter; 3. bas8 Sadys
beryeidynis, bas neun Seiten fitllt, und {dlichlidy das obencrvdfhnte BVerzeidynis
ber befandelten Seriftftellen. Die wicllid) ausgeseidyneten Bilber find alle auf
Glanpapier gebrudt, und das gange Wert ift ein foldhes, an dem man feine Freude
haben Tann. Q. Fiicbringer.

Confirmation Sermons. By Harold L. ¥Yochum. The Lutheran Book Con-
cern, Columbus, 0. 143 pages, 514, X8. Price, $1.00.

These sermons, fourteen in number, coming from the pen of a pastor
of the American Lutheran Church, are in the main good, helpful discourses,
which can aid pastors in preparing addresses intended for young people.
In view of the controversy on election which American Lutheranism passed
through we were much interested in the author’s treatment of Eph. 1,3—S8,
one of the sedes of this doctrine. What we read on page 117 was quite
reassuring: “The mystery of the salvation of some and the rejection and
dhmnation of others lies not in God’s will, but in man’s will. ‘God will
have all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth? But
some simply will not be saved and will not come to the knowledge of the
truth. And though we may be charged with inconsistency, we hold to what
the Scripture tells us: If any are saved, it is alone by God’s grace; if any
are lost, it is alone by their own fault.” To be sure, to say that the mys-
tery here involved lies in man’s will might be understood to mean that
it is man himself whose decision determines his fate, either his salvation
or his eternal ruin. But the context seems to show that such a view is
not in the mind of the author. He could and should have avoided the
difficulty by simply acknowledging the mystery, without any attempt at
making the two parallel truths converge in one focal point (i.e., man’s
will). But what shall we say of these sentences in the same sermon (p.118) :
“There is a genuine feeling of blessedness in knowing that God has known
from all eternity that we would believe and continue in our faith and de-
votion to the end of our lives. Knowing this, He has chosen us for His
own.” This is simply the old intuitu-fidei teaching, which, after the clari-
fying intersynodical discussions, we had hoped, was quite effectually buried.
Certainly God knew from eternity that we should believe; but that was
not the reason why He chose us. It is unfortunate that the preacher did
not adhere to his text; for there two factors only are mentioned which
had a determining influence on God’s election; - the good pleasure of His
will (“His grace”) and Christ (“He hath chosen us in Him"). Man's
faith does not figure among the causes of our predestination. We hope
that in a second edition the erroneous or misleading statements will be
corrected. W. AzNDT.
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Women of the Old Testament. By Abraham Kuyper, LL. D., D. D.
Translated by Prof. Henry Zylstra. 120 pages, 5%4X7%. Zonder-
van Publishing House. Price: Paper, 00 cts.; cloth, $1.00.

‘Women of the New Testament. By Abrakam Kugper, LL. D, D. D.
Translated by Prof. Henry Zylsira. 73 pages, 5% X7%. Zonder-
van Publishing House. Price: Paper, 60 cts.; cloth, $1.00.

The nuthor offers fifty character sketches of women of the Old Testa-
ment and thirty of women of the New Testament. Naturally, each sketch
is very brief. While the volumes contain striking thoughts and practical
applications, yet one time and again gains the impression as if there were
too little objective expounding of Scripture and too much subjective reading
into the text of one’s own thoughts. T. LAETSCH.

The Best-Loved Religious Poems. A collection by James Gilohrist
Lawson. F.H.Revell Co. 205 pages, 514 X8. Price, $1.75.

A better collection than the average. The sclections are grouped under
such heads as Atonement, Missions, Giving, Heaven, Forgiveness, ete.
If used with discernment, it may be very helpful in offering material for
sermons, addresses, school and Sunday-school programs, etc. The price
is somewhat high. W. G. PoLACE.

Bhilipper 2. Der marcionitijdhe Urfprung bes Mythosjages Phil.2,6.7. Bon
D. Dr. Gruijt Barnilfol 1032, Walter:®. Miihlau-BVeclag, Kiel.
134 Seiten 714 X9%. Preis: R 4.00.

Buriid sum alten Glanben: JEiud der Chriftud. Gin coangelifdher Ruf an
beutjdhe Theologen und Laien. Von Ernft Barnilol 1033, WUlade:
mifcher Verlag, Halle. 63 Seiten 634 X0%. Preis: RU 2.00.

Wir nennen dieje beiden Vitdyer 3ujammen; denn fie gehdren nad) Sinn und
@eift jujammen. Allerdings twiirden wir unter andern Umftinden diefen beiden
Yildyern laum die Ehre antun, fie an diefer Stelle aud) nur ju erwwihnen. Uber
oir fithlen uns gebrungen, fie al8 abjdredende Beifpicle Hingujtellen. Al§ ein
foldyes begeidymet fich eigentlid) das erjte Vuch jhon durch feinen Titel. GB ift eine
AUbhandlung, dic der gangen Tertfritit und der gejomten Heiligen Sehrift jum
Dohne die Grnicdrigung des cwigen Gottesfohnes leugnet, und das mit bem
frommnen Worgeben, durc) Vefeitigung der Philipperftelle einer marcionitifhen
Gntjtellung 3u begegnen. Nodh jhlimmer fteht 8 aber mit der jieiten Abhand:
lung, bie cinen fo frommen und anfprecienden Titel trdgt. Diefer Titel ift mit
Dinfiht auf den tatjadlichen JInhalt des Buches geradeyu eine Blasphemic ju
nennen. Denn der Verfafjer leugnet bie Anthentic ber Pajtoralbricfe und nennt
bic Vriefe an die Gphejer und an dic Koloffer deuteropaulinifd; er leugnet bie
Prierifteny, bie Eigleit, IGEfu Ehrifti, bes Heilandes; er Hat Ieine Ahnung bon
ber Schriftlchre bon der Heiligen Dreicinigleit, vor ber communio naturarum
unb ber communicatio idiomatum. Gr geigt an bielen Stellen eine fraffe Un:
wiffenbeit betreffs der neuejten ardydologijchen Funde. RKury, unter dem Sdein
arofier @elehriamleit verbirgt Barnifol cinen Animus gegen Ior geoffenbarte
Sdyriftiaheheiten, den felbjt die Naivitit eines Gleidhgefinnten faum verminben
fénnte. Wir raten dem Verfafler, fich angelegentlidy mit bem Gropen und dem
Rleinen Katedyismus Quihers au befaffen, bor allem aber bie Schrift fo au lefem,
wie fie tatfddhlid) vorlicgt. Mbge ihm bann dber Heilige @eift bic Uugen Sffnen,
daf er feine grunbditiivzenden Jrrtiimer erfennt und — Boffentlicy dffentlih —
tiderruft! P. G Krefmann,
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Why Not Episcopal. By William Dallmann, D.D. Northwestern Pub-
lishing House Print, Milwaukee, Wis. 16 pages, 5X734. Price,
10 cts. the copy; $3.50 the hundred. Order from Concordia Publish-
ing House, St. Louis, Mo.

This new tract by Dr. Dallmann, based on authoritative sources, offers
the chief rensons why n Lutheran cannot join the Episcopal Church. The
author gives twenty-one points in support of his thesis, and every point is
presented in o well-balanced and convineing manner. The tract ought to
prove of value, not only in keeping Lutherans from straying into the wrong
fold, but also for the use of young people in topic discussions. It will help
to strengthen Lutheran consciousness and give a better conviction of Bible
truths. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Statisticnl Year-Book of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and
Other States for the Year 1933. Concordia Publishing House,
St. Louis, Mo. 194 pages, 514 X81,. Price, $1.00.

The appearance of this yearly report is more than a matter of mere
routine; for Pastor E. Eckhardt, the statistician of Synod, has a way of
interpreting the cold figures of his report so ns to make them live before
our eyes. We have in this report not only the customary statistical mate-
rial concerning the congregations, but in addition more than 40 pages
telling about the languages used in the services of our Synod, the higher
institutions of learning, the various missions of the Missouri Synod and the
Synodieal Conference, Concordia Publigshing House, the charitable institu-
tions within the Chureh, dedications of churches and jubilees of congrega-
tions, the averuge offering per communicant for budgeted treasuries, and
many other items of interest. If the information here presented were regu-
larly passed on by every pastor to all the communicant members of his
congregation, we should certainly have well-informed church-members and
most likely also willing workers in the Lord’s kingdom.

P. E. KRETZMANN.

Sonobalberid)t bed Vrajfilinnifden Diftriftd der Ev.-Cuth. Synodbe von Mif=
fouri, Ofhio u.a. St. 1934. Casa Publicadora Concordia, Porto Ulegre.
69 Seiten 6X9.

Dicjer Beridyt bringt auper den iibliden Gejd)dftsverhandlungen, die jdon an
fih fehr intereflant find, cin fiberaus wwidtiges und seitgemdfes Meferat itber
«UnioniZmuss; P.N. F. Oiths, Referent. n drei Harem Thejen 1ird hier bie
Stellung ded Wortes Gfottes jum Ausbrud gebrac)t, und swar in einer fehr
entidyiedenen Weije, ohue aber in irgendeiner Weife durd) Nominalelendyus Heraus=
juforbern. TWir freuen und von Herjen iiber diefes Jeugnis unfecer Vrilber in
Brafifien und midyten das Stubium diefed Verichts allen Vritdern auf bas ans
gelegentlichite empfehlen. Jugleid) tweifen toiv aud) hin auf die Synodbal-Doppel=
nummer ded .Ev.=Quth, Kirdhenboten bon Urgentinien®, ber einen ausfithrliden
Werlcht itber die biesjihrige Shnodalfiung ju Urdinarrain bringt. Gremplare
find ju 10 Gents das Stild portofret erhaitli) bon Rev. Carl H. Wolf, 353
Chapin St., Chadron, Nebr. P.GC Kregmann.

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol5/iss1/74

12



L b Sa]

Engelder: Book Review. - Literatur
656 Book Review. — Siteratur.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Concordia, Mo. A Brief History and a
Souvenir. Prepared for the ninetieth anniversary of the dedication
of its first church-building in 1844. 35 pages, 6X0. Price, 35 cts.
Order from Rev. Osear Heilman, Concordia, Mo.

This is a well-written and beautifully illustrated booklet relating the
history of one of our old and important congregations, especially dear to
many pastors as the organization which founded their alma mater, St. Paul’s
College. It would be diflicult to overestimate the influence of this congre-
gation on the development of Lutheranism in the western part of the State
of Missouri. In Pastors Biltz and Brust, the latter now the assistant
pastor, it has had ministers who stood in the very front ranks of our clergy.

W. ArxpT.
BOOKS RECEIVED.

From Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.: —

Concordia Collection of Sacred Choruses and Anthems for More
Ambitious Choral Organizations. No.40: Awake, My Soul, in Joyful
Lays. Mixed chorus. By Ros Vors. 7 pages, 7X10. Price, 25 cts.
No.41: The Lord’s Day. Mixed chorus. By Matthew N. Lundquist.
7 pages. Price, 25 cts.

The Trebalto Collection. Two-part and Three-part Choir Numbers,
Mostly for Use in Church Service. No. 107: Thereforc My Heart Is Glad.
'ﬁ;wo- and three-part. By Martin H. Schumacher. 5 pages, 7X10. Price,

cts.

The Seminary Edition of Choruses and Quartets Classical and
Modern for Male Voices. Edited by Walter Wismar. No.15: 0 Lamd
of God. By Matthew N. Lundquist. 2 pages. Price, 10 ets. No, 16: Oan-
tate Domino. By Matthew N. Lundquist. 3 pages. Price, 10 cts.

From Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich.: —

Deep Snow. An Indian story. 152 s, 5X714. Price: Paper,
60 cts.; cloth, $1.00. % o
From Harper & Brothers, New York and London: —

Life’s Beginnings. Wisdom and Counsel for Daily Guidance. Com-
piled by F.J.N. and C. D. M. 376 pages, 414 X5%.

NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

In order to render satisfactory service, we must have our current maili
list correct. The expense of maintaining this 1ist has been materially increa
Under present regulations we nre subject to a “fine” on all parcels malled to
an Incorrect address, Inasmuch ns we must pay 2 cents for every notification
sent by the postmaster on a parcel or perlodical which is undeliverable because
no forwarding address is available or because there has been a change of address.
This mny seem insignificant, but in view of the fact that we have subscribers
l’ﬁmnrli.- three or more of our periodicals and consldering our large aggregate
subscription list, it may readily be seen that it amounts to quite a sum durl
A year; for the postmaster will address a notification to each individual

Our subscribers can help us by notifying us — one notification (postal
card, costing only 1 cent) will take care of the addresses for several publications.
We shall be very grateful for your cooperation.

Coxcorpia PunrLisniNe House, St. Louls, Mo.

Kindly consult the address label on this to ascertain whether your

subscription has expired or will soon ex;li'lre. "X::E" " on the label means that

f"‘“' subscription has expired. Please pay your agent or the Publisher promptly

n order to avoid interruption of service. It takes about two weeks before the
address label can show change of address or acknowledgment of remittance.

When paying your subscription, please mention name of publication desired

and exact name and address (bc'n’th oid and new, if change of address is requested).
Coxcorbia PusrisxiNa House, St. Louls, Mo,
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