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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Working with adults has proved to me an enjoyasble and
rewarding experience. This thesis is writtem with :um
to help give adults that which has proved to be a blessing
to me and to fulfill in their lives this same Joy Mﬁw
may have never known. : LR GRS
The author does not pretond to be an quthoriw on this
subject matter, but is writing on adult conrimumm
merely because of his love in this field. Neither does lw :
intend to exhsust all the materisl related to this papery but
merely to present an overview in order to mwcm
the materials of our senerat:l.on. S
The importanse of this subject cen ve m ‘
relation to the aims and objectives of adult ing
church membership. Therefore we will want to le
desired in a new adult member. This is the firt
Adult confirmation is important bee: ‘
means of intamt.‘ms ﬂu ‘confirmed
the church.
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make disciples of all nations . . . teaching them to ob=-
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded you."

Confirmation should be held in high regard not because
of any intrinsic benefits which confirmation itself gives,
but because of the important period of instruction in the
Word of God by which the Holy Ghost is given opportunity to
work His wonders. ©Such study of the Word of God is impor-
tant and will be brought out in Chapter II of this thesis.

The instructor will also want to make the most of this
opportunity because it is the last chance for formal instruc-
tion with a group as such.

The second purpose of this thesis 1s to review quickly
the history of adult confirmation in the various periods
of history.

When the material overlape into the instruction of
children, i1t is usually because there is a lack of informa-
tion from the sources that were used or of a lack of activity
in this area at that time.

In my conclusions I am trying to keep in mind the
special needs of an adult confirmand. Various types of
adults consent to become scquainted with the teachings of -
the Bible and the Lutheran Church. Sometimes they appear
with limited and sparse knowledge; sometimes they are in-
formed; at other times they may be i1l informed and pr -
udiced. We will definitely want to consider the conf _
in this light as we give suggestions or numﬂﬂg%m*
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To formulate aims for confirmstion is mo ‘ggq-ggﬂglb.;“ '
g sy S 4 e THL

Too often they will ba general and difficult to ;gnh__, y S

specific.

If there is anything specific about conf:b.'l- 4
instruction that differentiates it from Chris b
religious instruction generallyj, we must know wh *

it is before we can prepare an adequate statement of
aims. I have given some thought to the matter and
must admit that I constantly drift back to the s ‘
eral aims of Christiat education and womr«u?» ¥
anything is specifie. - ey

Gl we

Confirmation instruction is a part of the total Gmétﬂl e
instruction and, therefore, the aim will mmrww A
tially from those to be achieved by the mlpw 5y !

However, confirmation instruction does ww
other Christian instruction in that it ii‘iﬁd ' |
tion and focalization of 8ll previous inst:
pares the confirmand for participation in the |
and all the prtﬂlogu and responsibilities
membership. on LasEINeIsen M

The local Christisn m
this task. !m&iahi’ upon s

1‘ «gi.l

(mn m ]
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number of questions which arise ﬂmamm fitnes
the individual for receiving the Lord's Bupper. It
supposes knowledge of other fundamentals. The congregation
therefore, lays upon the pastor this mapmtbmsgoh&%‘ |
order to prepare individuals for this sacred pﬂ.ﬁ,}qm{w
mst lay a solid doctrinal foundation. It is necessary m
individuals who wish to integrate themselves into a m,
tian congregation Vo recognize their dutlies and privileges
as individual Christiens and as members of the congregation
and of the community and mﬂ::!.on.5 T hast e

The confirmation of adults is & praisoworbby ac%iviw
of the church. In espite of the proninenee given t&w :
study, many church members know very littlowmm“ i
If this is true of those within the church and who haye ,;, 4 |
opportunities to learnm the knowledge of the Hklgw. '

twisted and sparse kmowledge? In any cese it is certe
specifioc ainms will be needed to carry out & satisfagtosy ..
program and to meet their needs. . .. ""““f‘*m’ﬂi b 35
Tn gonersl, eoxfizmetien inahmakiss sineiouiiie
nurture the individual for b 8 own.. |

to prepare hin‘zaz more active pa;




5 .
1ife and work of the mature caaszugaticng with iﬁﬂ*
and by the grace of God. 5

Another says that the general aim of o

neste them so as Lo make them intelligent church Mﬁi, asble
to examine themselves and to be of service to their Savior,
their church, and their fellowmen. The aim is mot |

NOT-—chiefly to be confirmed, mot merely a humam

HDT——?%E% .to prepare converts to the churech dbut W"Q

sorlpvurel in Kts totalitye. 19 48" THOENEN S8

NOT--directed to a class, or membem. but mm

personal faith.

Aims or objectives are purposes which the ‘“dom w _
students wish to accomplish together. Some aims W%W
general that they afford little guidance. The above = %
classified as genersl aims. : o e

They may also become one-sided with the " ot :
placed exclusively on knowledge. %tméi’h mein
is to prepare the cunfmqad for wm
Communion and that alone. This r

by Scherzer when he says %&U gﬁﬁ at
s & el & deepes m
wibe L L Whardiet J»wum ‘
Sthe Lythersn MQ ayne
tion, op. ﬂ‘y‘ m
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is to ground the learner in the truths of the Word.’ This
was saild of children in the confirmation class, but it is
also very applicable to the adult confirmand, Much in
the aims of the coafirmation of children can be applied
also to adults. For mere facts alone will leave both child
and adult cold, especially the adult, since he is more
alert to the situation.

Therefore, in order Ho avold this pitfall which can

lead to an intellectual faith, a faith which believes what

the Church teachesy it is necessary to become more specifiec.
Below are objectives of confirmation instruction by
Rev. Paul Koenig. They are more specific but in outline
form, which may lose much of the intended meaning. It was
specifically intended for cﬁildren, but can be applied very
easily to the adult at each point. It is assumed that the
child has had previous religious training and has acquired
a basic knowledge of salvation through faith in Christ Jesus
from the study of Bible History and Catechism,

I. Through indoctrination in the Fundamentals of the
Christian Religion.

l. To give the child a better understanding of
the doctrine of sin.

2. To impart a deeper knowledge of tho grace or
God in Christ Jesus. EY:

II., Preparing for the Rite of Confirmation. - e

e B
T [

7A. C. Mueller, "The Objectives of Confirmation Instmic-
tion" (from the files of A. G. Merkens, August 16, 1951),
Pe &



1. To

tion of Holy Baptism.

2« To

vow by renouncing Satan, his works, and his
ways, and pledging loyalty to the Triune God.

IIX, Training for Intelligent Church Membership.

. To

ination of his life asccording to the Ten
Commandmsnts,

o
N
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teach the child the mesning and apprecia~

enable the child to confirm his baptismal

enable the child to make an adequate exam-

teach the child the meaning and appreciation
the Lord's Supper.

enable the child to judge Christian doctrine
the basis of the Word of God.

cause bthe c¢hild to reslize what church

memnbership implies.

e
b.
Coe
d.
e

Diligent church attendance

A 1life of prayer

ConstGant use of the Word of God
Regular attendance at Holy Communion
Williagness to give time, effort, and
means for the support and the extension
of the Churche.

IV. Praining for a Christian Life.

1. To enable the child tc have a ¢lear ethical
judgment on all matters pertaining to every
day lifee.

2, To prepare the child for the duties of Christian
parenthood. -

3. XAn general, to lead the child to radnge to
practise the teachings of God's Word.

4 move comprehensive snd deeper spiritualization o; the *7°#
confirmend is found in the following aims. It is here that =
the question spould be asked: Vhat kind of a person should .‘v

8 g

Ibido’ PPe 2"3. - A
8

g
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the confirmand be at the time of his confirmation? The

ains show what the ideal catechumen would be.

I. Personal Commitment Lo Christ

he

B.

C.

D.

Increasing love of Christ as Saviorg fellow-
ship with the Triune God; acceptance of total
diseipleship
Appreciation of the sacraments

1. Understanding of the purpose of baptism
2. Use of baptism in daily living (Ron. 6:3-4)

5 Apprecistion of the relation of confirma-
tion to baptism A

4, Understanding and regular use of the
privilege of the Lord's Supper

Growth in personal devotional life
1. H®Bffective practice of prayer

2. Devotion to Christian truth

e Impulse toward lifelong growth under the
Holy Spirit's guidance

Growing in Joy in the fellowship of Christ in
good seasons and bad

1I. Understandin§ of the Chief Doctrines of the

hristian Faith

A

B.

C.

A deepening acquaintance with the historical
bases of Christianity

Understanding of the divine plan of salvation
l. This involves an overviaew
2. How the parts fit together
3, How they are intimately related

Knoiledge of God es Oreator, Redeemer, and
Sanctifier



D'

III. Desire and Ability &

9

Warm and humble personal appreciation and
acceptance of these holy truths by the help
of the Spirit of God for holy living

Usg the Bible with Skill and

Lrofit, by

A,

P

Attainment of a good working acquaintance
with the Holy Scriptures and a deep love of
it¥s saving contents

Growth in the understanding of the Word and
loyalty to the revelation of God's purpose
and plan of salvation

Increasing willingness to accept and obey
the will of God as expressed in Eoly Vrit and
as preached and Taught in the church

A growing avpreciation of the bleassings of
regular use of God's Word ia private and
family devotions

IV, Understanding of the Nature and Purpose of the

Church, Bod Achive Darbicipation the Life and

Work of the Church

.':\L.

Be

C.

D,

E.

Knowledge of the history of the church, church
body, and conjregation as a preregulsite for
the enjoyment of the church's privileges and
the fulfillment of one's duties as a church
member

Such interest in the spiritual welfare of
others as will lesad to personal soul-winning,
0 prayer for the expansion of the church, and
to generous gilving

Faithful cburch attendance and diligent use
of the Means of Grace :

A growing interest in the work of the local
congregation and reesdiness %o parﬁiﬂig:to
according to opportunity and ability in this

work as a teacher, officer, member of aensrtu' i
gational organization, oxr in any otker =
capacity

Acquaintance with the 1i s bymns, and

prayers of the church, and abillty to use ;
them with intelligence and profit r
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F. Awareness of the church a2s a sgpiritual
fellowship consisting of the saints on
earth and in heaven, and a growing antieipa-
tion of eternal blessedness as the ultimate
destiny of 2ll who remain faithful to theilr
Sgvior unto death.

V. A Groeater leasure of Fulfillment of the Law of Love
in Doily Life in the Relation to the Fellowman
the Home, Lhe Community, the State, and the Worid

A, Realization that love is the fulfillment of
the law

B. Devotion to the building of true community

C. Understanding and practice of the universal
priesthood of all believers

D. Understanding and practice of the Christian
calliing

5. Understanding and practice of Christian
stewardship

¥. Proper attitude agd conduct in regard to sex
and family living

These specific aims will help greatly in-directing the
whole outcome and success of the class. HNo set of aims
can steer clear of the fact that they will be ultimately
idealistic, especially so if they are specific. The minimum
requirement in the achievement of the aims would be knowl-
edge, knowledge of the true God and the only way of salvation,
that this knowledge be not only abstract but a sincere trust.
The skills in handling the Bible, of stewardship, and wor-
ship are aims which can be achieved only with respect to the
maturity of the individual. Some may find it profitable to

9The imtheran Intersynodical Committee on Pl!*ﬂh#l&‘ﬁﬁﬁ
tion’ OPe i;.. PDe 1f.
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meke the class aware of the aims by d&iﬁiﬁ
the class, preferably at the ﬂfd‘*"p@iﬂ# or ]
is recommended only after you have gotter

and that they woulg

srhence duriag the

i

Preclly mededve m#m S o

ladelliy wivh
vy wen .8 S
1 the Old One
never attslis
inardly -
taarding. 8¢ Mk
3 1 sae Uherol
. vhe -arxr agror
s Lor Septdent ft\l‘ v
nd A9 wes gli!guﬁ fyn
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A HISTORY OF ADULT CONFIRMATION INSTRUCTION== =
STRESSING THE MATERIALS, METHOD,
CONTENT, AND SUCCESS

CHAPTER III

The Early Christian Church

The early Christian Church worked primarily with adults.
1t goes without saying that missionary activity wes at &
very high level. In view of the fact that the Old Church
was a missionary organization to a degree never attained
since, the candidates for reception were primarily adults.
In conformity with the commission according to Matthewi28:19
and apostolic usage, reception into the Church tog@gp&;‘gp.

through the act of baptism.l In the early days such ffJ

work of those days was congentrated on adulta. It seexn
to have- exhibited various degrees of th@!un;

xur : .‘e
of prime importance auring thnm&poagglilg f,
s tnlrd day seconding SR
doubt); hat Be Wae e al e
0« /"‘5 ey
In many ceaes as in thc osse cﬂ

= g

17, M. Reu, Cat
Eonso. 19183;&3&9

- {V,* aaulaz

mm. I3
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they lacked proper coordination of the Old Testament with = i ‘
the New Testament., Therefore, we find a thoreughness of :
1.:1(101::tz.-i.na‘t;:l.on..5 - iy S0y
The source of materials for instrugction was maimly = .
from the Old Testament and the Epistles of Paml. Only
attempte were made to systematize the c‘i.ew.ﬂ::c':l.noll..‘F
Thoroughness was exhibited in two patterns of l&ﬁt"ﬁ#

1620 b
activity. The first was in regard to Jewish converts. ﬁn

instruction was simple. It included the atonement of Christ
and the place of the law in the New Testament. In other .
words the fulfillment of the Messianic promises was found
in Christ end the connection between the 0ld amnd m&m

ments was maintained. i e

faith. The following passages bear this outs =
AT ,f"'-".nu’ﬁ\fba-'“ % V3

For I delivered unto you first of s t]
also received, how that Christ died fo
according to the Seriptures; and that |
and that he rose again ﬁh‘nm lay i
the Scriptures: and ‘he

of the !wuw" «64» :
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The moral precepts included warninge mwmm
the passions of covetousness and avarice, 1 min?#lm
vice, Gal. 5119, 1 Cor. 6:9, Eph. 5:3-5, Odle 315, Rom. 1129,
1 Cor. 5:10, 1 Tim. 1:9, Rev. 2118, 22115y virtues, Gal.
5:22ff., Eph. 5:9; family precepts, Eph. 5:22-619, Gols =
3:18, 1 Pet. 3:1=-7. The "two ways" of the Didache (chapters
1-6).° The apostles reminded them of their instruction inm

norals. ‘ IR

But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of
but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doe
which was delivered you" (Rom. 6117). Tagbing.

"But ye have not so learned Christ" (Eph. 4:20).6 Thus the
method of instruction msy be fairly charscterized as being
"informal." Nevertheless, baptismal instruction existed =
in doctrine and morals. "We beseech you, bmthm. and Hf‘ -
exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that ss ye have ‘““m:

us how ye ought to walk and to phant Mq u Qimf
..‘- 5 O 2

abound more and more"™ (1 Thess. &4:l).

Now we command you, brethren, h the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw nmeim

every brother thet walketh disorderly a f
the trasdition which he received of u

For this csuge have I sent unto ; m
my beloved o:u. and feithful in th

bring unto you into
in Christ, as I tegch every

1l Cor. 4'1
( = ?,.-.., PP &4“"*5&

.k:---u

g :‘."J"'l? "
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"Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause A
sions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye b

learned; and avoid them" (Rom. 16:17)‘.? ¢ S e Tl & 2 e

The doctrine of faith included lmowledge of Gody ...

1 Tim. 3:10, etc., 1 Tim. 6:13, 1 Cor. 15:3-4; and %M‘.

The stress on the latter was that God fulfills His promises. l
The opportunity was gilven to stress the Christological ..
feature in this man.ner.a Other references to instruction
on faith would be: "But thou, O man of God, flee these
things, and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith,

love, patience, meekness" (1 Tim. 6:11).. 2 Tim. 3:10-4:3 ,

says of Timothy "That from a child hest kmown the holy.

Seriptures which are able to make thee w.iacnutmqgmw&

(ef. Rom. 6:4, Col. 2:11-13, 1 Pet. 3:118=22). % :

gg;i-eforo leaving the principles of the 29“ Loy
st, let us go on unto perfection; no ‘.[ay

3531’3:"?31§§n§§f:§§3363§.’:‘:"§n:‘3§e ginh ‘of bapti

: " (Heb. 6:1-2; of, Didache .16).? .. .. .

The difference between the bsptismal instruction

imparted to Gentiles and as mam to 4
10

5o i AN

ziley AMJM@iux’
From 1 Cor, 15:3 #h!ﬂrﬁm

conclusion.

‘7Bou, Qg. _ m.. PP 1#-15::
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history was taught. It contained a u-tm of WW
the catechumen's significance for the plan of salvation.

Missionaries of the Jews went forth proselytising’
(Mt, 23:15). The proselyte catechumenate mm*W”* !
of the kingdom of God." This consisted in the imstruction
concerning God that created the world sad miraculously led
the children of Israel forth. It also taught "the yoke of
the commandments" (Lev. 18 and 19). Probably there was
added to this instruction of fsith and morels an eschato-"
logical element which treated of judgment and the fimsl '
glory of Israel. Such instruction was followed by the |
tripartite act of reception: (1) circumcision, (2) the §
thebilsh, or beptism by immersion, (3) a sacrifisest® « & ,;-"

Glimpses from the Book of Acts show the  impe
necessity of a well-indoetrinated membership for thi
In Acts 8 the work of Philip in Samaria is typleal,
viesitation of Peter and John in the same chapter, &
as Philip's indostrination of the Bthiopian '
work in the house of Cornelius, Aquila amd
behalf of Apollos, and similar i :
that the sucoess of a ohurch ody dept
formed laity. . M
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¥rom the Third to the Mid~Fifth Century

During this period the catechumens had first to be
presented by a sponsor to the bishop for examination and
instruction. Then they could go to the Sunday services.
After three years they were listed as catechumens at the
beginning of Lent. After a period of fasting, prayers,
vigils, and public examination, renunciation followed and
then they were given the words of the Creed 2nd the Lord's
Prayer, On the Saturday before Easter they were anointed
with oil, dressed in a white "c¢chiton," and baptized. After
the bishop had laid on his hands they were admitted to
their first communion. The white garments were worn for a
week, during which time they received catechetical instruc=-
tion. The instruction was chiefly homiletical and liturgl-
cal. In many of the liturglies of the Lutheran Church, the
same prayers may be found which were used at the wvarious
acts of examination of the catechumens as they passed from
stage to stage closer to the sacred mystery of Baptism and
the Bucharist. *

M. Reu names three sets of influences that were brought
to bear upon the candidate. First, it was the ascetic

4Gustavy K. Wiencke, "Confirmation Instruction in
Historical Perspective,” paper read at the Intersynodical
Seminar on Confirmation and Confirmation Instruction,
Racine, Wisconsin: DeKoven, Foundation, August 24-27, 1954,
Ps 2. \ ol

.
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influence, which included confession of sin and fasting.
They hed to show sincerity (abstain from theatre or banquets,
live comtinently). Secondly, there were educational in-
fluences. They explained the apostolic symbol, and lectured
on Baptism. It should be noted that the ethical element
was not abseni. They emphasized moral training and the
Lord's Prayer. The final influence was on the liturgical,
The catechunen expressed faith and intention to obey the
commands of the Church, The "signatio c¢rucia” was made
upon their forohead, along with the imposition of hands
and the exorcised and consecrated salt.l5

In the Didache, we discover that the order of instruc-
tion of catechumens concluded with Holy éommunion, the pre-
ceding paris being: instruction (ech. 1-6), Baptism (ch. 7),
the Lord's Prayer (ch. 8), and the Lord's Supper. Justina
(Apol. I, 65) says that baptism was followed by Holy Com-
munion.l6

What wae the reason for such strictness? With the
persecutions {ca. A.,D. 200) the Church became more cautious
in the reception of new members. There was a long period
of probation and preparation, which practise led to a dis-

tinet classification called the catechumenate.>’ Septimius

*OReu, op. clts, Pp. 36-43.

18g8ad., pp. 19-20.
17Luthoran Cyolopedis, gp. gibes P 174
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Severus, 4.0, 202, persecuted those who were determined
to enter the Church. "More stringent rules of admission
into membership were adopted, and a graded catechumenate

was developed."18

Even Augustine mentions that they were
always careful of the intention before they were allowed
to cone. In his work De catechizandis rudibus the mode of
reception into the catechumenate is best described. The
course was sdapted to a special need, namely, to supplant
false notives. ?
Origen of /Alexandria shows that distinct grades of
catechumens are %0 be found (cf. Contra Celsum iii, 51).
He does not give particulars concerning the material or
the method of instruction, but stress is once more laid
upon moral disecipline. In several other passeges he men-
tions "Moses end his law™ as the means of moral instruction,
however,-without having in mind specifically the Ten Com-
mz2ndnments. The importance of Bible reading is stressed.
Origen recomuends they begin with the O0ld Testament
Apoerypha because of moral maxims. In Contra Celsum vi, 10;
Hom. in Judices v; De Principus praefatio, instructions can
be found concerning baptismal confession and sacraments

toward the end of the stage.zo , y & am

L
[¥]

laRau. QR. :”-Lt.. po'27. L um -An
191bid., pe 34
201bid., p. 29.

- RS g



19

Origen of Alexendria gives us ome of the clearest
statements concerning the catechumenate. He tells us that
there are three distince stages in the catechumenate period
already in his time (d. 254%). ©Btate one included prelimi-
nary inouiry concerning individuals' character and occupae
tion, plus a brief private instruetion. At stuge two the
catechumens were aduitited as "audieates." This meant they
could attend the first nalf of Ghe service, Uhue "missa
catechumenorumn." They were sometimes instructed privately;
Probation often was as long as Uhree years. aAfter this
they became "competentes." The third stage cousisted in
further inquiry as o their moral fitness. I1f They were
found fit, instruction for Bapiism followsd, afver which
they were admitted vo the "missa fidelium," where the Lord's
Supper was celebrated.21

Irenaeus after A.De. 190 relates the paiustakiag methods
that were taken at Lyons imn Gaul. The course was bssed on
a tripartite coniession of faith. This entailed the history
of divine revelation and of the economy oI grace from
creation to the entrance of the lsraelites into Canaan
adding brief references to Solomon and the prophets and
closed with a detailed presentation of Christ's incarnmation
and redemptive work as a fulfillment of prophecy. There

was much stress on morality. Tertullian received adults in

2lrutheran Cyclopedis, op. cit., pp. 174=175.
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accordance o definite rules. He taught by mesns of sermons
or lectures, znd they received a thorough moral training.
Cyprian added nothing new. ﬁe did nmeke sincere eiforts at
introducling catecaumens to Scripture.zz
At the begilnning oi the fourth cendury, the graded
catechumenate was a universally sccepted institusion.2? it

declined after the persecutions because of the large nnmbers.24

As Ghe church gradually grew farther away frcm the pristine

purity and coascientious zeal, especially after thae fourth

century, the preparation of catechumens also becsme a mat-
ter of spiritless formality. There were times of reawakening
but as darkness of popery setiled on the Church this impor-

tant phase of church activity experienced Gthe same decadenct.z5
Pifth Century and Later

With the decay of the catechumenate there were still
large masses of people crowding to the churches to receive
bsptism.zG

This brought about two changes. First, with the recep-—

tion of large numbers into the church, infant baptisn.bidlil' f

22 uryhew
Rau’ OPe citog Poe 28, e %

23;2_@.. Ps 30.

24 utheran Cyclopedia, op. cite., pe 175.
25Steege, op. cit., p. 351.

26Reu. Ope cit., D 44,
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more general. The old concept of the church as the congre~
gation of the saved was altered to the idea of the church

as an institution to mediate salvation.27

With this change, the o0ld rigorous disciplines of
instruction and adult baptism disappeared. This is the
second change. Despite the large numbers a considerable
neasure of Christian knowledge was imparted and a reasonably
thorough moral training was accomplished. There was dis-—
carded, however, preparatory catechetical discourse, probably
as early as A.D. 500. It was dangerously shortened. In
A.,D, 506 the Synod of Agde said Jewish converts must remain
in the catechumenate for eight months. At the Council of
Bracara in A.D. 610 the time for imstruction of competentes
was actually shortened to twenty days. In most cases
religious instruction was overshadowed. This was due to
28 By the beginning of the
eighth century Baptism was reduced to the reading of a short

pagan ceremonies and rituals.
liturgy by the priest for the benefit of the sponsors. The
old pre~Baptism examination became a magic ritual.ag

In the Middle Ages

The liturgical shell of the rite of Baptism was further

27W1Oncke, oD« 215 o3 De 2e
28Reu, op. citi., pp. 44-45,
ag\ﬁ.encke. ﬂ. m. ¢ Poe 2.
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elaborated in the Middle Ages, and the old discipline of
the catechumenate was forgotten.3° M. Reu speaks on this
same problem, the gradual dissolution of the catechumenate
for adulte in which Christian saving truth had been all
but replaced by liturgical ceremonies.51

The Church was extended into the Teutonic world, at
times by the forcible baptism of masses of people.52 Mis-
slonary preachers thought they had fulfilled their duty if
they proclaimed the Gospel and baptized those who were con-
vinced that Christianity was better than paganism. Pre-
beptismal instruction did not exist. Baptismal instruction
wag, of course, altogether out of the question when Christi-
anity was forcibly imposed upon whole nations. Post-baptismal
care was also sadly lacking. The magical effect of the
sacrament showed a destructive power.33

Confirmation itself became a separate rite and finally
a sacrament in 1274.34 As such confirmation confers grace;
and because it does so @x opere operato, a child of seven
is ready for it. Romanists give confirmation a higher rating
than Baptism, not only because it is performed by a bishop,

EOLEEQ., Pe 2

31Reu, ope cit., pes Ol.
5aw:l.encke, op. cit.y, pe. 2.
35Reu, op. cit., pp. 61=-62.
5AW1enoke. Op. cite.y Do 2.
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but chiefly because it confers more grace than does
Baptism. Without it one cannot be a complete Christian
nor receive a full measure of the Holy Spirit.55 The Greek
Church retained confirmation as a sacrament immediately
following Baptism and sz2ld that it could be administered
by any priest.36

Otfried, a monk in the cloister of Weissenberg in
Alsatia, wrote a kind of catechism about A.D. 840, even
though it was not called such. It explained mortal sins,
the Apostles' and Athanasian Creeds, the Lord's Prayer,
and the Gloris in Excelsie. The first "catechism" was
written by Bruno, Bishop of Wuerzburg (d. 1045), in the
form of questions and answers.B'P

There were three important attempts to correct this
lack of catechetics. Pirmin (d. 753), Alcuin (d. 804),
together with Charlemagne, and Rhabanus Maurus (d. 856)
drew up instructions for the training of the members of the
Church. Their influence was only limited.38

Pirmin first instructed adults in his work among tyl'~
"Christianized" Alemanni (724-753%), before he baptized them.

325, ©. Mueller, "The Aims of Confirmation Instmuction"
(from the files of A. G. Merkens, August 12, 1954), p. 1.

36\Jiencke, Op. cltey Pe 2.

371utheren Cyclopedia, op. cit., p. 175.
381bid., p. 175.
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He uses the "catalogue of mortal sins" (cupiditas, gula,

fornicatio, ira, tristitia, acedia, vana gloria, superbia,

[ef. Gal. 5:19ff. and 1 Cor. 6:9f.]), and the Apostolic

Creed.59

Alcuin insisted on a thorough pre-~Baptismal instrue-

tion. He reverted to the practise of the Early Church,

recommending Augustine's book De catechizandis rudibug as

the important manual. He said the course should offer infor-

mation concerning (1) immortality, (2) judgment, (3) life

eternal.and 'damnationy (4) a brief exploration of the symbol,

and (5) the Lord's Prayer. After Baptism they were given

an introduction into the commandments of God. The time of

instruction was too short. It lasted no longer than forty

days and not less than seven days.qo
Rhabanus lMaurus was a missionary among the Slavs. His

course of baptismal instruction was close to Augustine's.

He stressed the narratio, which was the essentials of

sacred and church history, and also exhortatio, which was

based on the hope of the resurrection, and of an explanation

of the Creed and the Lord's Prayer.41
The examples of these men were not heeded. The church

was primarily concerned with retention of its members at

3930\1' Ope. citey Do 63.

#01pid., p. 63,

“11vid., pp. 63-64.
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this period. Their object was mainly to instruct children
born within the church and to retain parents. Their

method was poor.

By linking instruction with the confessional
institution, the Church completely shifted her educa-
tional aim., Confession being compulsory throughout
life, the goal no longer was maturity and independence
of the individual catechumen, but absolute submission

to the clergy, lifelong subjection to these mediators
between God and man.%

The domestic catechumenate was woefully deficient.

The medieval catechism, as religious instruction of
the common people, was made up of Creed, Lord's Preyer,
Decalog, Double Command of Love, Seven Works of Mercy, Seven
Cardinal Virtues, Seven llortal Sins, and the Seven Sacra-
ments. The method of dictation and recitation was uaod.43

The religious sects of the Middle Ages with their more
intense spiritual life stressed instruction of childron.44
Catechisms had been prepared by the Waldensians, the
Moravians, the Hussites, and the Wycliffites in the form of
questions and answers. There were three parts: (1) the
Ten Commandments, (2) the Creed, and (3) the Lord's Prayer.
The Roman Catholic catechism had just the latter two.45 By

Luther's time there were four parts to catechetical instrue-

2103444 25 785
43“19“0]‘0’ ODe g}&o' Pe 2.
MIbido' Pe b

“3Lutheran Gyclopedis, op. giti.s Pe 175.
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tion: the Lord's Prayer, the Ave Maria, the Apostles'

Creed, the Decalog.46

In the Reformation

Confirmation was regarded in a bad light. First of
all, because Luther opposed it in his treatise "Of the
Bebylonian Captivity of the Church" (1520) on account of

the sacramental sigrificance attached to it by the Roman
Church.47 The Augsburg Confessicn rejects confirmation by
implication, and the Apology (ch. 7:6) and the Smelcald
Articles (app. pt. II, 73) reject it e::]p:l:'e.'?.tsl!.;r."'8 Confirma-
tion was regarded in a bad light secondly because it was so
bound up with anti-scriptural teachings that it would be
almost impossible to disassocilate it from these errors.49
Thus confirmation was not a general institution.

But instruction in the catechism was generally practised.
A revival of imstruction appeared such as the Church had not
experienced since Apostolic times. Despite the diversity
in the method of instruction, in desired aims, in the

pensum, length of time, etc.; nevertheless, much effort

46Wiencke, op. cit.y pPe 3.

47y, Norasieck, "Confirmation Instruction," Lutheran
School Journal, LXXV (1940), 8.

48w1°n°ke’_220 m.. Pe 3
4gﬂordaieck. op. ¢it., p. 8.

o cenge i i e
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exuded to show the importance of this duty and a deeper
appreclation toward it.50

There were catechisms by Bugenhagen, Melanchthon, and
Brenz in existence before Luther's Small Catechism in 1529.
Yet his outstripped all the rest. Its basis was 8 series
of sermons beginning in 1516. His Large Catechism appeared
a few months earlier.’’ Between 1522 and 1529 about thirty
52

catechlisms were issued.

The conbtent of the Small Catechism stressed the evan-

gelical note, emphasizing the functional living Christian-
22

ity. « Reu says it 1s noted for its evangelical inter-

pretation of individual parts and also its pedagogic excel-
o4

lences. The content was aimed at the young and immature.
However, it had in view the common pecple 3130.55

In 1529 Luther issued a work which may well be called
the first Biblical History fcr the Christian Home. We have

in mind Luther's Passionale. The importance of history,

especially sacred history, for the education of the young

Sosteege. ope citsy pp. 351=352.
2liutheran Cyclopedias, op. cite«y P+ 175.
%2Reu, op. cit., p. 89.

53Lutherag Cyclopedia, op. cit., p. 175.
54Reu. ope citey pe 109.

22Ibid.s pe 87. Of. Triglotta 853. ‘
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had been stressed repeztedly by Luther:and Helanehthon.56
The Council of Trent, convened under Pope Pius IV in

1556, ordered the Roman Catechism to be published. It was

a msnual for catechists and preachers.57

Gince the seventh century the imstruction has been
slanted greatly towerd the children.

The Reformers examianed and sifted the mass cf material
transmitted by the medieval Churchj; they fixed a much more
correct aim of insbtruction; they also improved the method
of instruction; snd above all they understood evangelically
and interpreted biblicslly the traditionzl material of

58

instruction.
In the Period of Orthodoxy

There were many theological controversies during this
period and it influenced catechetical instruction.
4 product of these times was Conrad Dietrich's

Institutiones catecheticae (1613). It was in the form of

questions and enswers and influenced an American catechism
printed in 1872 and used by English ppeaking churches of
the Missouri Synod. Osiander contributed to this period.

R1bid., p. 97.

>7Luthersn Cyclopedia, QOp. Sit., p. 175, SYRIR
>8Reu, gp. gites p. 83.
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But likewise his main intent was to resch the young
children.59
The form and method of these catechisms had an influ-
ence beyond the Lutheran Church, in particular the Roman
Church., In imtheran circles of America the same form and

method nas centinued down inte the twentieth century.so
In the Period of Pietism

During this periocd confirmation was viewed as a highly
emotional experience. The aim of the pastor was to bring
sbout the child's conversion. They were responsible for
the widespread notion thet confirmation is the renewal of
the baptismal covenant in the sense that something is still
missing.61

Thus it is seen that the power of Baptism was negated
and confirmetion was synonymous with it.

Wie Kliefoth richtig urtheilt, kam bei der Schule

Speners die Sache bald so zu stehen, dasz die objektive

Heilswirkung der Tasufe in den Schatten trat, jedem

Getauften eine spidtere "Erweckung," ein "Zumdurchbruch-

kommen" abverlangt und solches ziemlich selbstrede
mit der Confirmastion in Verbindung gebracht wurde.t©

59Wiencke. Ope cit.y Po 4. | ,
Gol'_b_i_gog Pe Se * <
611!!.491.1.9}:- op. cit., D. 1.

62Leo Brenner, "Geschichte und Bedeutung der Confirma-
tion," Lehve und Wehre, II (1905), 126.
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Ph. J. Spener, 1635-1705, was partly responsible for
the revival of confirmation, along with like-minded pietists.
He said confirmation served the following points: (1)
as a reminder of his Bapvliem, (2) as a public confession
of the doctrine and the faith into which he has besn bapbtized,
(3) as 2 means of examination of his knowledge of the chief
parts of Christian doctrine, (4) a2s a way of kunowing all
heterodox people and all errorists, (5) as 2 time for admo-
nition, (6) as 2 special time for the congregation to offer
prayers, and (7) that this prayer is indicated by the laying
on of hands.63

The stress in the confirmation class was memorization
of Bible verses and church hymns. Also more use was made
of "Bible history™ until it became an independeant subject
of instruction.

In method, Spener relied heavily on & word analysis of
the catechism.

Many of his questions were awkward, unclear, snd

abstract. He counseled the catechist %o put the same

question in different forms until the right snswer

came back from the child. If the answer does not come,

then let tgg teacher say the answer and have the ehild
repeat it. ‘

)
7

Pietistic confirmation instruction easily became homi-
laetical, sentimental, and hortative. Its method of first

65Hueller, Ope Citey PPe 4=5.
64Wiencke. ope. cit., p. 6.

©31bid.
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memorizing doctrine and then discussing its application
divorced the inner relationship of religious insight and
the action of the will. The overstimulation of the emotions
was an excess to which piletism was prone.66
This particular influence that pietism had is seen in
the catechism used by Muhlenberg which contained "orderg

of salvation."67

In the Period of Rationalism

It was not before the close of the eighteenth century

that confirmation had come to be an established rite in all

Lutheran churches of Germany.sa

And then it was mainly
emphasized on the elementary level and not on the adult.
Rationalism sought to lead the individual to grow and
develop and so discover new religious truths for himself.
A real unity between understanding and knowledge was sought.
To this end Mosheim and Dinter developed their well-known
"socratic" catechisms. Dinter was amsster in putting such
plain, specific guestions to a child as would make him want
to think and find an snswer. Material was organized in a

clear, appesling manner.69 There was less meémorizing to be

661p14.
671bia.

Gaﬂordaieck, 22- Mo. Pe 9.
69”1.“k°, ODe. ﬂto’ De 7o
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done now by the students.
It was a brilliant method of instruction, but it
lessened the interest in the Confessions and in preserving

pure doctrine. Rationalism focused on three main ideas,

- God, virtue, and immortality.7o

In the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries

The nineteenth century saw the development of theories
of catechetics as a part of practical theology. Caspari
and Kaftan wished to do just this. Caspari, in his Geist-

liches und Weltliches zu einer Volkstuemlichen Auslegung
des Kleinen Katechismug Lutheri in Kirche, Schule, und Haus

(1853), sought to make the catechism understood by the
common man. Kaftan's catechetical method was made known
in America by J. W. Horine in his The Catechist's Handbook,
1909, 7% 3

M. Reu's historical study of Luther's catechisms and
the catechisms of the Reformation era is an authoritative
work. He removed dogmatic additions and the five parts
were not to be treated as a system. Only Luther's "para=
phrase" should be the object of explanation. Children should
be encouraged to think inhdependently and teadhing should be
graded to their level. Three hundred and forty-six memory

701pia.
7l1bid., pe 9.
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verses were cited, and a aupphm offered mat

the Bible, the church year, and church Hﬂmyn o
In the twentieth century, catechetical instruction If, A
aimed at making Iuther's catechism m:-mmnmm;m‘
today. Along with this objective went attempts to spply
modern pedagogical theory and method. This reveals an \'ﬂ'

resolved tension--how can the authoritative form of the
catechism fit into modern educational uthoa?” Leo
Brenner typically states: "Die Ansichten darfiber sind
sehr verschieden, so dasz das Urtheil eines neuersm
Theologen zubtrifft, welcher, sagt: ‘'Uebexr die Confirma=
tion hat jeder Geistliche seine eigene mxm'g?'
The most outstanding concern today is to integr YO
confirmation instruetion into the overall plan of ‘
education. BEducational devices, MQNMM’ s
and workbooks, graded lessons for pre-confirmation ye '
as well ag a facing of the problem of continwed reld |
instruction beyond ‘onﬂ.m‘bian. have been ¢
o of Wes BEBRE 143
7 £ the Bible

2MH PPe %}% why we. W M
-‘P JM
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CHAPTER IV ‘
- % b ,7.*!'; i

A COMPARISON OF MATERIALS CHOSEN (VITH REGARD 70
ITS CONTENT, ITS ORDER, ITS PROOF-PASSAGES,
TIME ELEMENT, STYLE AND FORMAT) i

A. Know the Truth!

The content covers all the basic doctrines of the
Christian religion in a good brief outline. Despite :ln
brevity it includes a discussion of the lodge, 2 history _
of the Lutheran Church and churches, especially The %r :
eran Church--Missourl Synod. The euthors stressed personal
evangelism in the life of the Christian. No Bible Mw
was included. o

The order of Bible doctrine in this volume is as f "
lowss : ; |

1. The Bible, The Word of God, The Holy £

g: moml facte ol
¢. the contents of th
d. the purpose of the
e. eight reasons why

the Word
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d. the Third Commandment
3. The Law (continued), the Second Table.

@. duties to man

b. the Fourth Commandment

¢. the Fifth Commandment

d. the Sixth Commaendment

@. the Seventh Commandment

f. +the Eighth Commandment

5« the Ninth #@nd-Tenth:€ommandments
4., God the Father.

5. God the Son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord.
6« God the Holy Spirit.
7« The Holy Christian Church.
3.. Holy 3Baptisnm.
9. The Lord's Supper.
10, The Power of the Keys.
11, Prayer.
12, The Ivangelical Imtheran Church.
1%. True and False test.

The order varies slightly from that which is found in
the Synodical Catechism. The doctrine of the Church is
mentioned separately. The Third Article is followed by thi
sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Lord's Supper. The
doctrinal part ends with Prayer. :

There is an abundant use of proof'paaalgat foz|qi§h
doctrine except it might possibly be weak on the matural and
revealed knowledge of God.

The course is divided into twelve 1.|uon_l‘_. Mn‘fﬁ

in the preface the -uhhonu.ﬁata
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While this course is divided into twelve lessons

the Committee does not intend to prescribe exgctiy

twelve lesson periods as the ideal for s group pre-

paring for church membership. Circumstances will
deternine the number of lesson periods required.

It will be found that these outlines have been

arranged that the instructor can readily expand

them into two or more lessons.

The style and format is appealing in that it has good
paper, an attractive cover and neatly outlined. The user
of this volume has plenty of opportunity to use his own
style. The print is small and the material is presented
in brief outline form. The Bible passages are purposely
not written out. Again they state, "The instructor is to
supply the complete text of the lesson in his own words."
The six inch by nine inch pages are stapled. It is thirty-

one pages in length.

B. God and I°

-

The content of God and I covers the main teachings of
the Bible. Its strong features are proof passages for each
statement and work sheets for discussion. Christian giving
is mentioned apart from the outline. Some significant
omissions are the lodge, the three-fold office of Ohrist,
actual sin, explanation of a sacrament, confession and
absolution, confirmation and an explanation of how we

received the Bible and what books and how many.

Martin L. Koehneke, Go and I (St. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1944), p. 3.
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The order of prasenting 1ts doetrine is
l. God and I
2., God's Book and I
3. God's World smd I (Pirst Article)
4, God's Will and I (Commandments 1-3)
5. God's Will and I (Commzndmsnts 4—6)
6. God's Will and I (Commandments 7-10)
7. God's Son and I (Second Article)
8. God's Spirit and I (Third Article)
9. God's leans of Grace and I (Baptism)
10. God's lisans of Grace and I (Heoly Communion)
1l. Ged's Chuxch and I

12. God's Ears and I

It will be noticed that the commandments are placed
between the First and Seccnd Article. The doctrine of the
Church is again treated separately and placed after the two
sacraments. The book coneludes with prayer.

Bxcellent use is made of proof passages. Two and
three passages are given where many only give one. The
Bible passages are not written out. One of the esuthor's

‘aims is v il
to help the learner develop Bible skills, to enable
him to search the Scriptures, to find Ontist and Iﬁﬂh ‘
blessing in them, and to test all teachings by the “
Word of God. " |

He fulfills this aim well with the reservation, "It is mot

recommended that every text be 'looknd.up' in the olass
' Faita (ﬁumﬂ.gn»-
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session.“3 One passage which surprisingly was not used
as proof for infant baptism was Matthew 28:19.

The leagth of the course seeme to be divided into
twelve lessons, however, nocthing is mentlioned in the pre-
face.

The style is very strikiag and eppealing in its
outlined form. Possibly to keep striectly to the "God and
I" psttern some coanbtent was sacrificed. It is printed
very avtractively on good paper with large print. Several
things to be taught are often written in one paragraph.
Gvevything is run together. The page i1s broker up by having
tue doctrine written in bold type and the Bible passage
reference in light type. You are reminded that "this is
a book and not the teacher. 1t is only an aid to the

nd

teacher. « « The six inchk by nine inch pages are stapled.

There are fifty-five pages.
C. Fundamental Facts of ngtgs

The conbtent in doctrine is essentially similar to the
Synodical Catechism except it omits the atonement and justi-
fication. It mentions redemption and shows the way of sal=-

vation plainly but does not deel with these terms. The

°H., Psul Boehne gmg_ggavq Facts of Faith (nu-pmc-
boro, Ill.fu1957g; p: . LR

s, i B,
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doctrine of angels is omitted. Besides carrying illusira-
tions in pictures and graphs, many written illustrations,
notes and remarks, there is slso treated tae history of
the Lutheran Church, the lodge'and Christlan giving.

The order is as follows:

1. What is truth in religion?

2. Your questions and God's answers (God, inspira-
tlon, Taw and Gospel)

%« The Ten Commandments

A, The First Article
B. The Second Article
Ce The Third Article
part l-=the person and work of the Holy
Ghost
part 2--~the Holy Christian Church, the
communion of sainis
part 3=--the forgiveness of sins
part 4--the life everlasting
5. The Sacrament of Holy Baptism
6. The Sacrament of the Altar
7. The Power of the Keys (Confession)
8. Prayer (The Lord's Prayer)
9. The Testimony of Science
10. Thoughts on Christian Giving
11. Brief Notes on the Evangelical Iutheran Church 4

12. The Reception of Children into Communicant Churech
Membership

13. The Reception of Adults into Gommunicant Church
Membership
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The only diffecrence 1z that the Office of the Keys
is placed after both the sacraments. The doctrinal section
is coneluded with prayer and followed by interssting fea-
tures.

Fine proof passzages are found in this course and all
of them are written out.

"Because of the time element in adult instruction and
the necescsity in child iastruction the Scripture passages
have been printed in full." It mentions no set time nor
does the outline suggest it.

The style can best be explsined from its preface,

Thisz manual propoces %o present the ABC of the
Christian religion in a language that can easily be
understood by all who use it. Ye have endeavored,
through the medium of simple, direct language.

It is written in question and answer form. There is no
waste space. Lverything is compact and pressed together.
It hae large type. The Bible passages are in bold type and
for emphasis it has caps in bold type. This relatively
small book, 4% inches by seven inches presents its ninety-
five stepled pages as not only to be used for children and
adult confirmation but as a "worker's kit" and discussiom
in Walther League, Lzdies' 2id, and Men's Club meetings.

x

61pid.

WLy | . e i msEARRS
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D. What Does the Bible Say?’

This booklet conteins anc excellent coverage of all
the essential doctrines of the Christian faith. In the
discussion of each doetrine there is an application of it
to our life and feith. The work sheets after each lesson
prove to be very thought-provoking and stimmlating. Other
features are memorizing of only the very most important
passages, as well as readings from the Bible and comparison
with the Synodical Catechism. The idea is to show that the
teachings the class is learning are the teachings of the
Bible and the Lutheran Church. The theme is sarried out
very well. There is a teacher's manual to supplement this
text. It is mimeographed and comprehensive. ;

The order is as follows of LAME . e
1. What Does the Bible Say About the iy e
Knowledge of God? s + of Woky o5

2. What Does the Bible Say About Itself?
3. What Does the Bible Say About God?

4, What Does the Bible Say Ahout the Origin
Preservation of the 3%%&%?%%&*» :

. What Does the Bible Apout Ange ‘
. Man, and Sin? P lagﬁa!!

6. What does the agzu
to Moses? wwelnnn um
Gospel? . o ,1.,-';' Sem AR

{ e foris - M’ i o
St. Louis: Conosmd “Tublishing Hous

sii% af

AN e PR



8.

9.

10,

1l.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

37

18.

19.
20.

21.

22,

23.
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What Does the Bible Say About Our Duty Toward
God? (Commantments 1=3)

What Does the Bible Say About Our Duty Toward
Our Fellow Men? (Commandhents 4=6)

Wkat Does the Bible Say About Our Duty Toward
Our Fellow Men? (Commandments 7-10). What Does

It Teach Concerning the Purpose and the Fulfill-
ment of the Law?

What Does the Bible Say About God's People from
Moses to Christ?

What Does the Bible Say About Jesus Christ, the
God-lMan?

What Does the Bible Say About Our Savior in His
Humiliation?

What Does the Bible Say About Our Savior in His
Exaltation?

What Does the Bible Say About the Holy Ghost and
His Work?

What Does the Bible Say About the Church and
Churches?

What Does the Bible Say About Forgiveness of Sins
or Justification?

What Does the Bible Say About the Nature of Holy
Baptism? '

What Does the Bible Say About the Benefit of Holy
Baptism?

What Does the Bible Say About Prayer?

What Does the Bible Say About the Office of the
Keys and Confession?

What Does the Bible Say About the Nature of the
Lord's Supper?

What Does the Bible Sa¥ About the Benefit and the
Proper Use of the Lord's Supper?

What Does the Bible Say About the Last Thinga?
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24, A Brief History of the Christian Church from the
Death of the Apostles to the Present Time.

The order follows very naturally. The commandments
are placed between the First and Second Article. The
doctrinal part ends with the last things. The sacraments
are separated by Prayer and the Office of the Keys in that
order,

There is a free use of Bible passages in substantiating
Bible doctrine, especially the main teachings.

There are twenty-four lessons, which seem to be geared
for a one hour lesson.

"What Does the Bible Say?" is the basic question through-
out. It is carried through in each lesson by the following
statements: "The Bible says . . ." and then the Bible
passages are headed "From this we learn." Possibly it should
be noted that generally speaking the language is good but
the instructor should elaborate on the theological termi-
nology, which is not always understood, but often taken for
granted. It has ninety-two pages. Each page is 7% inches
by 10 5/8 inches and is large enough for its purpose. Space

is used well.

- E T¢I 10
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E. 'aonﬁmauan ezan"
ot She esﬁm
The entire gamut of Christiasn doctrine is covered .
in this course, some more adequately than others. Ome =
major doctrine that ecould be spelled out more WW
(by treating it in a lesson by itself or as a portionm of
a lesson) is the atonement and the purpose of redemption.
This is true also of all the other materials except the
£irst two treated. The doctrine of Baptism could bave '\ -
been more thorough alse. Original and actual sin are %
omitted. With esch lesson there is an assigament and review
questions that ocover the material presented. There is
quent referral to the Symodical Catechism. It conta:
several educational features (l) Kiatow of Martin ,
(b) The Lutheran Liturgy explained, (o) Abundant use of
symbols, (d) Occasional reviewa. It stresses memOXy W«
One whole lesson was devoted to this alones Bible ate
are referred to off and on, but there is i
A prayer is written at the top of each 1
is stressed nearly in evexry ma Mt m
It follows the Synodigsl Cateshism in
presentation of ’bhn nr&m
with a history of Iilﬂlw G’f
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the Lutheran Liturgy.
There are no proof passages to support the doctrines
explained. The course refers the pupil to the Synodical

Catechism. The student is directed to make frequent use

of his Bible by reading sections in the Bible.
There are forty-seven lessons. The Sunday Schoeol by
Mail expects one lesson to be covered each week.
The style and format is written and graded very well
to the child who is in his teens. It is very direct. This
course is not primaerily intended for use with adults. The
language is simple and direct. Illustrations are frequent.
There are eighty-three unnumbered mimeographed pages on
different color paper for each chief part, on one side only.
The symbols do not coincide with the lessons. The typing,
steneiling and mimeographing is neatly done on 8% by 11 inch
paper. The knowledge of the doctrine seems to be the chief |
purpose of the course. The practical living Christianity i

is incidental. The course does waht to familiarize the con-

firmand with the lLutheran Church and its customs. Elite
type accompanying a crowded page does not make for a quick

overview of what the lesson is covering.
F. "Basic Bible Truths"’

"The course is a guide to Bible Study at home and in

9wm. Adgm, "Basie Bible Truths" (Lowell, Iﬁﬂiana)g ﬁ@iﬁ
"mimeographed ;% supplementary materials, p. 1- 7
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class. Its purpose is not to tell about the Bible, but
to lead to personal Bible Study on the part of the
student.” This purpose must be fulfilled in order to over-
come iGs brevity. The following supplementary materials
are used: (a) Questions on Basic Bible Truths (each page
has twenty questions), (b) My Conscience, (c) Some Reasons
Why a Christian Should not Belong to an Unchristian
Religious Organization, (4d) Some Soul-Strengthening Bible
Passages, (e) God's Gifts, and (f) The Order of Morning
Service and Holy Communion. There is no detzil on the
Lord's Prayer, and no Bible History. TFour practical
Christian Problems are stressed, Human Relationszships,
Christian Stewardship, Christign Giving, and Personal
Evangelism. The course can be used for members and non-
members. The Synodical Catechism is introduced after the
course is about half finished or at the end if an adult
is prejudiced against it to begin with. Then the Bible
should be studied alone.

The order of it is

1. Natural EKnowledge of God

2. Revealed Knowledge of God

3. Attributes of God Pl

4, Creation wial

5. . 8in v O

6. Sin against God (1-3)

7. Sin against Man (4-10)

8. Salvation by Jesus Christ




9.
10.
5 it
12,
13.
14,
15.
16.
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Saving Faith by the Holy Spirit
Holy Baptism
The Lord's Supper
The Christian Church
God's Providence
DPaily Renewal
Christian Prayer
Human Relationships
Christian Stewardship

Christian Giving

Personal Yvangelism

The Last Things

The traditional order of the six chief parts is not

followed.

4 natural progressiveness is followed.

There is an abundant and accurate use of proof pas-

28Eges.

This is ideal for those who are prajudiced against

the use of a2 catechism., The author designed the course for
this purpose. That is why it refers to the Bible only.
"The guide may be divided into twenty-four, twelve,

eight, six or sc lessoans.

The style is fine for the purpose intended, namely ih&s

n10

prejudiced adult confirmand concerning the catechism. lhiﬁu,*’

teachings of the Lutheran Church are presented in a b!iﬁf‘ff
skeleton outline. It is mimeographed on ordinary 5k by 8k
) X




: inch paper.

is used.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

Keeping in mind the special needs of the adults in
relationship to the aims and obJectives of confirmation
materials and the history of adult accessions into the
Churchy, I would conclude on the basis of this study that

first and foremost the materials used in our church should

be evangelical in content.

This definitely meets the basic need of all mankind.
For man 1s incapable of saving himself. "No man can say
that Christ is Lord but by the Holy Ghost" (1 Cor. 12:3).
"By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of your-
selveg; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man
should boast" (Eph. 2:8,9).

But the Gospel is the "power of God unto galvation."
And apart from the preaching of Christ there is no salva-
tion (Acts 4:12; 1 Cor. 3:11).

Our task is an endless tagk of bringing the timeless
Gospel to temporal poopie who are destined for unending |
" eternity. | sy v

Secondly, I would conclude that the materisls ‘should -J{%
be dootrinal. It is a mistaken idea or opinion that doctaiatl
teaching is impractical. Doctrinal content Qloaxiy prtsﬁltﬁd ¥
gives the adult a picture of the convictions of the pa

the congregation, and the church body which th&? rep




1 fll!

Also, carefully examining the doeﬁrinti. ‘the adult himsel:
will form his own convictions., Such M&ft&d“&mi"
would serve as guides for his life. Docﬁrml material, |
thersefore, cannot be overemphasized. in. pontemlly -
I do not mean to say that you cannot mgioét":iiﬁpv
important goals, such as the one above (évaisélioii) tﬁ'L :
the practical itself, but merely that doctrinal instrue~
tion is very valuable. %‘hia was proved in the Mateﬁjvwl
the early Ohristien Church. Together with a high level of
missionary activity and evangellcal prca@h.{hzg- and a ﬁif“
indoctrinated convert the church grew tast and was strong.
In the third to the fifth aentur,y doctrinal nw
ments proved to be the success of the Ohriat:l.aa Me’ﬁ.’m
against persecution, Although the Ghuroh d:ld nbt' ﬂw 'l‘l
fast, it nevertheless rmins as an aut and m
the Christian Church because of its firm convich: .
Sound doctrine based on the Word of Godua'ﬁ _
ful weapon of the Ratomtion under Dr. m I& '
Again evangelical toaeh:l.ns along wﬁi W '
closely related. PULPIER AT =
Thi.rdly. the materials -Mﬁ‘
without proper pmoﬁﬁuh{ p1ic
and domntv‘: "
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cultivation and instruction in the Church. To a lesser
degree this happened in the periods of Pietism and Ration~-
alism.

Thus adult instruction should be practical in content,
especlally when it is important for them to know how
Christianity is different from the former life. It will
not be expedient for the Christian to do certain things.

If meterials are evangelical, doctrinel, and practical
in content, they will best meet the crises which come to all
aen and will help to overcome them successfully and effec-
tively.

This will be true of our own little erises. They may
not seem important to anybody else but to you it may mean
everything. Belng sble to interpret this crisis in terms
of Christ, with confidence 2nd then working through a
practical solution in & quiet msnner is necessary during an
age that invented the coffee-~break, but‘yet is noted for
its nervous breakdowns.

This is especially true of madof and nationsl crises.
The loneliness of the disciples at Pentecost could be the
first example of this. When the Holy Bpirit came upon them
as Christ promised, 3,000 were added to the church. During
the loneliness of persecutions the Church was again effeec-

tive and ready to help.
The muddy waters of the Middle Ages brought on the
rumble of the Reformation. No one can deny that the Refor-
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mation did not effectively help people in their api&iﬁéii
crises.

The graph of adult accessions at Appendix I shows two
sharp rises, one from 1945-1946 and the second from 1953-
1954. Both heppened after a national crisis. Why there
is no similzr rise after the First World War may be due to
the fect thet sll three of the sbove conclusions were not
present, nemely, evangelical, doctrinal, andé practical
meterials, You will notice, however, that an upward trend
ie evident after the year 1917 when there had been many
yeare of stagnation prior te this time.

On the busis of these conclusions the materials examined
are all gocd. Some will be found better than others. This
mzy bLe because the quality is better, but mostly because
it fite the perscnality of the instructor more than snother.

Tou can see that the manner in which a book may be com=
posed is not the main thing to consider here, but rather how
these materials are used. It is very important that every
pastor and prospective pastor and instructor of sdnltl'kﬁgﬁ« 2
in mind these three basic considerations in.priplzins-GV\jg"ff“ﬁ”
novice for Christisnity--that the instruction be evangel
doctrinal, and practical. e fot







APPEIMIX IX

Synodical Conference Catechiasm

CONTE 1 2 3 4 5 6

(according to pages)

The Bible 5 9 10 2 1l
Ingpiration 5 10 11-12 10 2 p
Nat., & Revealed Knowledge ofg 7 7 92 7-8 5 1
God (Trinity) God 7 T 9 13=14 15 1
First Commandment 7 17 15<16 2 5 2
Second Commandment 7-8 2 17-18 26-2 ] 2
Third Commandment 8 8 19-21 27=-2 7 2
Fourth Commandment Q 21 22 30 8 3
Pifth Commandment 9 21 23 30-31 9 3
Sixth Commandment G=-10 22 24 21132 10 3
Seventh Commandment 10 25 25 34 11 3
@ighth Commandnment 10 25 26 =35 12 3
Ninth Commandment 10 26 27 35 13 3
Tenth Commandment 10 26 27 35 13 3
The Keeping of Commandments 11 16 28 .. B39 4 3
Sin (Original and Actual) 5 A 13 29 20-21 - 2
God as lMaker of all 11 13 33 16 15 2
Angels 3 A 13 - 19-20 i5 2
Hen (image of God) 11 13 33 16=-17 X7 2
Preservation : 5 1 13-14 33 i 17 8
Divine Nature of Chr. 13 29 36 41 18 4
Human Hoture of Christ 13 2 36 4§2 18 4
Personal Union 13 29 35 42 18 4
Threefold Office of Christ 13 - 42 43 19 4
Humiliation 13 29 39 44-46 20 &
Justification 12-14 13634 - &0 27 -
Atonement 14 30 - - - 4
Ixaltation 14 30  40-41 48-50 21 4
Purpose of Redemption - 31 38 50 - -
Holy Ghost (as God) 15 3. 43 52 23 5
Work of Holy Ghost 15 33 43  52=54 23 5
The Holy Christian Church 17 a4 45  56-57 25 7
Visible Church 17 45 46 57 26 ?7
Forgivensss of sins 23 4n 50 60-62 27 8
Resurrection of the body - 34 41 84-85 27 12
Life BEverlasting - 34 51 85-86 28 12
Prayer 25 49 70 70=71 31 9
First Petition 25 50 76 72 32 -~
Second Petition 25 50 72 72 3 ® L
Third Petition 26 50 78 72 33 " e
Fourth Petition 26 50 79 72 34 |
Fifth Petition 26 50 80 . 72 g -5
Sixth Petition 26 50 72 - Iy L
Seventh Petition 26 50 82 72 36
Conclucion - . i3
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Synodical Confersnce Catachiam

(continued) b i 2 3 4 5 6
Sacraments 19 - 22 64 8 &
Hature of Baptism 19 56 52 64 29 2
Infant Baptism 19 36 55 65 39 2
Blessings of Baptism 20 3G A 57 39 2
Power of Buptism - 37 o4 S8 T %
Office of the Ministry 23 45 65 72 41 4
Church Diseiple & Excommunica-g25 45 66 75-76 42 7
Confession & Abhsolution tion)23-24 - 68 76 42 8
Real Presence 21 40 60 78 45 s
Benefits of ths Lord'sSupper 21 40=41 63 81 46 6
Power of the Lord's Supper - - ¥ =4 & 6
Salutary Use of the L. G. 21-22 41  €2-63 32 4o 6
Confirmation 24 .y 5 - % o
The Catechism - i R i > R
xe fOther 2023
distory from Andanto Moses el o
Mstory from Moses to Christ 4446
History from Apostles to Present 27 90 88-92
Human Relationships 10
Christian Stewardship 1l
Christian Giving 46 88 &
Personsl Dvengelisnm 1%
History of Martin Luther ; 89 1
The Tutheran Liturgy i
The Lodge 17 49
KEY;

1. Know the Truth, A. Doerffler and W. H. Eifert
2. God and I, Martin L. Koehneke

5« Fundamental Facts of Faith, H. Paul Boehne

4. VWhat Does the Bible Say? Oswald Riess

5« "Confirmotion Class,” Sunday Sechool by Mail, Manitoba=-
Saskatchewan District

6. Basic Bible Truths, Wm. Adam ' e
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