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1:,. 
histor., was taught. It contained a hiatozi7 d J-• -
the catechwun•a aignitioanoe tor the plea of aalfltlea.U 

Kissionariee ot the Jews vent forlb pNMi,,tl-..--· 

(n~. 2~115). The prosel7te oateobU11ena,e ldsb'-... ,._ 

ot the ld.ngdom ot God." Thie oons1ste4 1a tbe laatft .. loa 

concerni.ng God that created the world and ld.N4nt1-.1"' I.eel 

the children ot Isre,1 tortb. It aleo taugb.1s ••iie 1•b o~ 

the commandments" (LftY·• 18 and 19). Probabl.7 t;hen v•• 

added to this instruction ot ~aitb and •orals an  " "�o�u�t %º� 

logical element wtrloh treated ot judgaeais an4 •be n.ul 

glory ot Israel. Such instwction wae ~ollove4· 1,J ,he 

tripartite act o! reoeptiona (l) Oll'CUM1a1 .. , (2) ''­

thebileh, or baptisa by iillaersion• (3) a aaoritiee.Jia 

Glimpses from the Book ot Acta ahn •ke· laponaM 

neoessi~ ot a well-1ndoctr1Jlate4 •--•nlai.• to• lbe 

In Acts 8 the work ot Pbilj.p in SaaaJPia la~•• t 

Yiaitation ot Peter and Joba 1a •h• ••• oup-.., 
as Philip'• 1Ddoot;•inet1on of t;be Mldepto 

work 1A the house ot ·Oomellua, .l.-S.U ail£ 

bebalf of Apollos, ad a1111lar 1-,ldea,a.11 
tbat the noo••• o~ • olmNll _._, 

f'orae4 lal'7. 
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]'rom the Third to the l'lid-Fifth Century 

During this pe riod the catechumens had first to be 

presented by a s ponsor to the bishop for examination and 

instruction. Then they could go to the Sunday services. 

After three y ea rs they were listed as catechumens at the 

begi nning of Lent. After a period of tasting, prayers, 

vigils , and public exa~ination, renunciation followed and 

t hen they were g iven t he wo r ds o:f the Creed and the Lord• s 

Pr aye r . On t he Saturday befor e East er they were anointed 

with oi l, d r essed in a white "ohiton," and ~a~tized. After 

t he b ishop had l a id on his hands they were a'1mitted to 

t heir first communion. The white garments were worn for a 

we ek, during which t ime they received catechetical instruo• 

tion. The instruction was chiefly homiletical and liturgi­

cal. In many of the liturgies of the Lutheran Church, the 

s ome p r ayers may be f ound \"thich were used at the various 

acts of exami nation of the cateehumens a s they passed rroa 

stage to stage closer to the sacred m;,yster., of Baptia and 

the Eueharist.14 

M .. Reu names three sets o~ influences 'that we:re b»oagb11 

to bear upon the candidate. Pirat, it was the aaoe111o 

14Gustav K .. Wi•acke, "Confirmation lnatrv.otion 1D 
Historical Perspective," paper read at the Interlq'ILodioal 
Seminar on Confirmation and Oontirmation Instru.otion, 
Racine, Wisconsin: DeKoven. Foundation, August 24-27, 1954,, 
P.• 2. 
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influence, which included confession 0£ sin and tasting. 

They hod to show sincerity (abstain from theatre or banquets, 

live continently ). Secondly, there were educational in­

fluences. They expl ained the apostolic symbol, and lectured 

on Baptism. I t should be noted that the ethical element 

was not absent. They emphasized moral training and the 

Lord's P:r:aye r. Tb.e final influence was on the liturgical .• 

The catechumen expressed faith and intention to obey the 

c ownands of the Chu.:cc!1.. The 11signa tio <'.!2.--uoia " was made 

upon their f o ro~ead, along with the imposition of hands 

and the exorci s ed and c onsecr ated aalt.15 

In the Didache, u e discover that ·cha or der of instruc­

t i on of.' c atechw!lens concluded ,-1i th Holy Communion, the pre­

cedin0 ~a r t;o b e ing: instruc tion (ch. 1-6), Baptism (oh. ?) , 

the Lord's Pr ayer (ch. 8), and the Lord's Sup~er. Justin 

( Apol. I, 65) says that bap·tism was followed by- Holy Ooa­

uunion.16 

What ,-rae the reason for such strietneas? With the 

persecutions (ca. A.D. 200) the Church became more oautioua 

in the reception of new members. There was a long pe~io4 

0£ probation and preparation• which practise led to a dis­

tinct classification called the oatechumenate.17 Sep~i.s.11a 

15:aeu, !m• ci ta, PP• 36-43. 
161164_• P~• 19-20. 
17Lutneraa Cgolopedia~ .22• .2ll•t P• 174 • 
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Severus, .D. 202, persecuted those who we re determined 

to enter the Church. "More stringent rules of admission 

into members hip uere od op~c.ocl, and a graded C9teeb.umenate 

was de Yeloped. 1118 Even Augustine men t i ons ·i;h at they were 

al my s c aref ul o:f the intent 5.on before they -were allowed 

t o cone . I n his uork DJ! c a teohizandis rudibu s t he mode o! 

recept i on int o the catechumen~te is best described. ~be 

c ourse u a s udaptod to a spe cia l need, name ly, to supplant 

f ~l se otives . 19 

Ori~en of :\lexandria shows t ha t distinct grudes of 

c techUIJons ore t o be found (cf. Contra Celsum iii, 51). 

He d oos n o 'c give p articu l a rs concerning t h e material or 

t he ~c thod of inot ritction, but stress is once mora laid 

upon m0rol discipl i nQ. I n s everal other passages he men­

tions "Moses a nd his l awr' !ls the oeans of moral instruction, 

ho -ieve::::- , ui thout having in mind specifically the Ten 0~•­
m3 ndme nts. The importance ot Bible reading is stressed. 

Or igen recommends they begin with tue Old Tes t3aent 

Apocr-Jpha because of moral maxi!ns. In Oontra Celeum vi, 101 

1!2!g. !a Judices v; h Prinoipus pr■e!atio, iDatruotions can 

be £ou~i concerning baptismal confession aDd aacrameAta 

toward the end ot the stage.20 

18Reu, 22• a!•• p. -27. 

l9Ibid., P• ,4. 
20ibid., :P• 29. 
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0rigen of 1 lexandria gives ·u.s one of tba clearest 

statements concerning the cateohumenate. He tells us that 

ther e are three distinc·i; stages in the catec'b.umenate ,e1eriod 

already in his t ime (d. 254). State one includ~d prelimi­

nary i nquiry concer ning individuals' character and occupa­

t i on , p lus a 1:>ri e.t· :i;>riva·te instruction. i .t stage two the 

catechumena were adlllitted as ttaudientes. 11 ~hie meant tbe7 

c ould attend the f irs't half of -~he se:;:vice, J.;he 11 misaa 

cat echu.menorllill.. 11 They were sometimes ius t r..1ctGcJ. privatGly, 

Proba-t;ion often was as long as three yeurs. ~fter JG~is 

t hey b ec8me "coiilpetentes. 11 Tb.e ·tuird stuge consisted in 

further inquiry as to their moral fitness. I£ th~y were 

found .t'i t, instru.c I.ion fior Baptism follo ,:0<i, at tor which 

t hey we:ce admit ·i:;ed "GO th.a 11missa fidolillill, a where th.a Lord's 
· 21 Supper was celebrated. 

Irenaeus after .A.D. 190 relates the painstaking m&tb.oda 

that were taken at Lyons in Gaul. T~e course was based OA 

a tripartite conression or faith. This entailed the histor7 

of di vine revelation and o.f ·t;he econonw of grace r~o• 
creation to the entrance of the Israelites into Canaan 

adding brief references to Solomon alld the prophets aD4 

closed with a detailed presentation of Christ's incal"ll8t1on 

and redemptive work as a .tu.l:tilllllent of propb.eo7. Tb.ere 

was much· stress on morality. Tertul.1181l reoeived adult• 1a 

21Lutheraa Ozolopedi•• 2,2. g,U., PP• 174-175. 
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accordance t;o definite rulea. He taught by mec.ns of aermona 

or lectures, and they received c1 thorough moral trF'liDixis. 
·-

Cyprian added nothing new. He did :i::13ke sincaru c~ro~~a at 
' 

in·jjroduo1ng catechumens to Scriptw.--e. 22 

At the beginning oi the fourth cen~ury, t;he graded 
-

c atec humena te was a universally accep ted ins'wli;u.tion. 23 It 

declined after the persecutions ·t?ecause or tho lar0c n'U.llbera. 24 

As t he church gradually grew farther a\tay f:i:·vm the .i,)."istine 

purity and co~scientious zeal, especially d!ter the fourt~ 

c ent;u r.>7, the prepa ru'i.;ion of catechumens also became a mat-

·t;er of' s p iritless fonna~lity. There wer\i tirnes .::,f reawakening 

but a s darkne ss or popery set·cled ou the ChUJ.•ch this impor­

t3nt pha se of church activity experienced the same dacsdence.25 

11'5.fth Contury and Later 

With the decay of the oatechumenate the~~ w~rc still 

l a rge masses of people crowdil:ig to tl:le churches to recein 

b •i 26 apu sm. 

This brought about two changes. Fi~st, with the reGe:p­

tion of large nU11bers into tl:le church, intant baptisa b•-

22Reu, 2:e• cit., P• 28. 
23Ibid., P• 30. 
24:Lutheran ~clopedia, .!m• al•t P• 175. 
25steege, .22• .9!:i•, P• 351. 
26Reu, .22.• g,U. , p. 44. 
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more general. The old concept of the ~hurch aa tbe congre­
gation of the saved was altered to the idea of the ohuroh 

as an institution to mediate salvation.2? 

With this change, tbe old rigorous disciplines of 

instruction and adult baptism disappeared. This is the 

second change. Despite the large numbers a considerable 

me a su re of Chris tian knowledge was imparted and a reasonably 

thorough moral training was accomplished. There was dis­

carded, however, preparator,y catechetical discourse, probabl7 

as early as A.D. 500. It was dangerously shortened. In 

A. D. 506 t he Synod of Agde said Jewish converts must reaain 

in the catechumenate for eight months. At the Council of 

Br acara in A.D. 610 the time for instruction or ooapetentea 

11as act ua lly s hortened to twenty days. In most cases 

r eligious instruction was overshadowed. This was due to 

pagan ceremonies and rituals.28 BJ' the beginning of the 

e i ghth centur,y Baptism was reduced to the reading of• allorl 

liturgy by the priest for the benefit of the aponaora. ~Ile 

old pre-Baptism examination became a magio rituai.29 

In the Middle Ages 

The liturgical shell of the rite of Baptiaa ••• flln~ 

2?w1encke, .22• ~-. P• 2. 
28iieu, im• cit. t PP• 4'1 .,. ,. 

29w1encke, .ia• SUal•t P• 2. 
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elaborated in the Hiddle Ages, and the old discipline ot 

the ca teohumenate was forgotten.'° H. Reu speaks on thia 

same problem, the gradual dissolution or the catechulllenate 

for adul t s in which Christian saving truth bad been all 

but r eplaced by liturgical oeremonies.31 

The Church was extended into the Teutonic world, at 

tioes by t he f orcible baptism of masses of people.32 Mis­

sionary pr eache rs thought they had .f'ultilled their duty 1.t 

they proc l ai med the Gospel and baptized those who were con­

vince d t h a t Christianity was better than paganism. Pre­

baptismal i nstruc t ion did not exist. Baptismal instruction 

\·ras , of c ourse , altogether out of the ques tion when Christi­

anit y was forcibly imposed upon whole nations. Post-baptismal 

care was a l s o sadly lacking. The magical effect of the 

sacrament s hm·red a destructive power. 3; 

Confirmation itself became a separate rite and finall.7 

a sacrament in 1274.34 As such confirmation co~era graoe1 

and b ecause it does so~ opere operato, a child ot seven 

is ready for it. Romanists give oontimation a higher "'illg 
than Baptism, not only because it is pertomed b7 a biahop• 

30 Ibid., P• 2. 
31Reu, 21?.• cit., P• 61. 
32wiencke, ~• cit., P• 2. 

33Reu, ~• ai;tt.' PP• 61-62. 

34w1encke, ~• cit., P• 2. 



23 

but chiefly because it confers more grace than does 

Baptism. Without it one cannot be a complete Christian 

nor r ecei ve a full measure or the Holy Spirit.35 The Greek 

Church retained confirmation as a sacrament immediatel7 

following Baptism and s a id that it could be administered 

by an:, priest. 36 

Otfri ed, a monk in the cloister of Weissenberg in 

Al satia , wrot e a k i nd of catechism about A.D. 840 9 even 

though i t was not a alled such. It explained mortal sins, 

the Apostles ' an d Athanasian Creeds, the Lord's Prayer, 

and. the Glor ia in Excelsi,e. The first "catechism" was 

writ -t;en. by Bruno, Bishop of Wuerzburg (d. 1045), in the 

form of ques tions and answers.37 

There were three important attempts to correct this 

l ack of c utechetics. Pirm.in (d. 753), Alcuin (d. 804), 

toge ther wit h Charlemagne, a.nd Rhabanus Maurus (d. 856) 

drew u p ins tructions for the training of the members ot "tbe 

Church. Their influence was only limited.38 

Firmin first instructed adults in his work aaOllg 11118 . 
"Christianized" Alemanni (724-753), before he baptised th•• 

35A. o. Mueller, "The Aims ot Oontirma1Jion Iu'1Netioa• 
(from the £ilea ot ·A. G. Harkens, August 12, 1954), P• 1. 

36w1encke, 21?.• cit., P• 2. 

37Lutheran Qzclopedia, 5m• g,U., P• 175. 
38Ibid., P• 175. 
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He uses the "catalogue of mortal sins" (cupiditas~ gul.a, 

fornicatio, !!:!• trietitia, acedia, vans gloria, auperbia, 

[cf. Gal. 5:19ff. and l Cor. 6:9£.]), and the Apostolic 

Creed. 39 

Alcuin insisted on a thorough pre-Baptismal instruc­

tion. He reverted to the practise of the Early Church, 

recommending Augustine's book De catechizandis rudibus as 

the important manual. He said the course should offer infor­

mation concerning (1) immortality, (2) judgment, (3) life 

eternal .. and .'damnationi. (4) a brief exploration of the symbol, 

ana (5) the Lord's ~rayer. After Baptism they were given 

an introduction into the commandments of God. fhe time of 

instruction was too short. It lasted no longer than tort7 

days and not less than seven days.40 

Rhabanus Maurus was a missionary .among the Slave. Bis 

course of baptismal instruction was close to Augus·tine • s. 

He stressed the narratio, which was the essentials ot 

sacred and church history, and also exhortatio. which waa 

based on the hope of the resurrection, and of an expl8JU1~10Jl 

of the Creed and the Lord's Prayer.41 

The examples of these men were not heeded. ~he •blue~ 

was primarily concerned with retention of its aembera •• 

39Reu, 22• cit., P• 63. 
40Ibid., P• i63. 
41Ib14., PP• 63-64,. 
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this period. Their object was mainly to instruct children 

born wi·thin the church and to retain parents. Their 

method was poor. 

By linking instruction with the confessional 
institution, the Church completely shilted her educa­
tional aim. Confession being compulsory throughout 
life, the goal no longer was maturit7 and independence 
of the inaividual catechumen, but absolute submission 
to the clergy, lifelo~ subjection to these mediator• 
between God and man.42 · 

The d omestic catechum.enate was woefully de.ticient. 

The medieval c a techism, as religious instruction ot 

the common people, was made up of' Creed, Lord's Preyer, 

Deca log , Double Command of Love, Seven Works of Hercyt Seven 

Cardi na l Virtues, Seven Mortal Sins, and the Seven Sacra­

men t s. The method of' dictation and recitation was used.43 

The religious sects of the Middle Ages with their :more 

intense sp iritual life stressed instruction of children.44 

Cat eohisllls had been prepared by the Haldensians, tb.e 

Moravians, the Hussites 1 and the W7cliffites in the rora ot 

questions and answers. Tbere were three parts& (1) the 

Ten Commandments. (2) the Creed, and (3) the Lord's Prayer. 

The Roman Catholic catechism bad just the latter two.45 1'r 
Luther's time there were rour parts to oateohetioal ina~ 

42Ibid. ,- P• 78. 
43w1encke, 22• 9.!l•• P• 2. 
44

Ibid. t P• '• 
4 'r.utberap Ozclop•Gt, U• cit., P• 175. 
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tion: the Lord's Prayer, the Ave Maria, the .Apostles• 

Creed, the Decalog.46 

In the Reformation 

Confirma tion was regarded in a bad light. First of 

all, because Luther opposed it in his treatise "0.t the 

Babyloni an Captivity of the Church" (1520) on account of 

the sac ramental significance attached to it by the RoJDSn 

Cnur c h . 4 7 The Augsburg Confession rejects con.tirmation bJ" 

impli c wt i on , e nd the Apology (ch. 7: 6) and the Smelcald 

J\.r t ic l es ( app . pt. I I, 73) reject it expressly. 48 Conf'irma­

t ion was regarded in a bad light secondly becauoe it was so 

bound up ·11th anti-scriptural teachings that it would be 

almos t imposs ible to disassociate it rrom these errora.49 

Thus confi rmation was not a general institution. 

But instruction in the catechism was generall7 practised. 

A revival of instruction appeared such as the Church bad not 

experien~ed since Apostolic times. Despite the cliversi"t7 

in the method of instruction, in desired aims, in the 

pensu.m, length 0£ time, etc.; nevertheless, :much effo1"11 

46w1encke, 2.:2• 2-ll•• P• 3. 
4?1w. Bordsieck, "Oo~irmation Instruction,• IM)yrp 

School Journai, LXXV (1940), a. 
48w1encke, 2Jl• £ll•t P• 3. 
49Nordaieok, .sta• .all•, P• a. 
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exuded to show the importance or this duv and a deeper 

appreciation touard it.50 

There were catechisms b7 Bugenhagen, ftelanoh,bon, aD4 

Branz in oxistence before Luther's Small Catechisa in 1529. 

Yet his outstripped all the rest. Its baais was a aeries 

o:r sermons beginning in 1516. His Large Catecb.ism appeared 

a few months earlier. 51 Between 1522 and 1529 about thirt7 

catechisms we r e issued.52 

The content of the Small Catechism stressed the evan­

gelical note, eI:iphasizing th.e f'u.nctio:nal 11 ving Christian­

i ty . 53 r1 . Rau s _ay s it l s noted for its evangelical inter­

preta t ion of inditidual parts and also its pedagogic excel­

l ences. 54 'l'he eontc3nt was aimed at the young and immature. 

Hm.,ever, it hud in view the common people also.55 

In 1529 Lut her issued a work which may well be oalle4 

·the first Biblical History !or the OhristiaD Home. We baTe 

i n mind Luther's Paesionale. The importance ot history, 

especially sacred history, for the education ot the 70UJ1g 

50steege1 .22• cit., pp. 351-352. 

51Lutberan QYcl-opedia. !m• Sill• t P• 175• 
52 · Reu, ~• g_ll., P• 89. 

53Lutheraa 9Dlopedia. U• cit., P• 175• 

~eu1 .2.2• qit., P• 109. 

551b1d., P• a1. ot. Mglotta a,,. 
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had been stressed repeatedly by Luther:,.and Melanchthon. 56 

The Council of Trent, convened under Pope Pius IV 1n 

1556, ordered the Roman Catechism to be published. It was 

a manual for cotechists and preachers.57 

Si nce the seventh century the instruction has been 

slant;e d gr eat,ly towa rd the children. 

The Reforaer s oxanined and sifted the mass of materi.al 

t r ansia.:. t t ed by t he 11edieva l Church; they i'i:J:ed a much more 

c or rec t ai m of ins t;ruction; they also i mproved the method 

of i n,. t1.""llction; end above all they understood evangelically 

and int erpreted biblically the traditional material o~ 

. . t · 58 ::i.n s ·vrc.1.c i on. 

In the Period of Orthodoxy 

There were many theologicol controversies during this 

period and it influenced oatechetieal instruction. 

A product of thes e times was Conrad Dietrich's 

I n s ·l;i·mtiones catecheticae (161~). It was in the fora ot 

questi on s and answers and i.n.f'lueneed an American cateoh1• 

printed in 1872 and used by English ppeaking churches ot 

the Mi ssouri Synod. Osionder contri~~ted to this per~o4. 

5$Ib1d., P• 9?. 
5?LHtqeraA Ozolopedia, !m• ~•• P• 17,. 
58Reu, .!m• £!1; .. , P• 8~. 



29 

But likewise bis main intent was to reach the young 

children.59 

The form and method ot these catechisms had an iD.tlu­

ence beyond the Lutheran Church, in particular the Roman 

Church. In Luther.an circles 0£ America the same torm and 

method has continued down into the twentieth cantucy.60 

In the Period o:f Pietism 

Dur ing this period conf:i.rmation was viewed as a bighl.7 

emoti onal experience. The aim of the pastor was to bring 

about the child.' s conver sion. They were responsible tor 

the 1:1ide spread notion thet conf'irmation is the renewal of 

the baptismal covenant in the sense that something is still 

missing. 61 

Thus it is soen that the power or Baptism was nega'te4 

and. confirmation was synonymous with it. 

\lie Klie.foth riohtig urtheilt, kam bei der Schu1e 
Speners die Sache bald so zu stehen, daaz die objelnift 
Heilswirkung der Taufe in den Schatten trat, ~edea 
Getauf'ten eine spltere "Erveckung," ein "ZuadurohbNO~ 
kommen" abverlangt und solches ziemlich selbatreded 
mit der Confirmation in Verbindung gebraobt vurde.62 

59wiencke, 5m• cit., P• 4. 
60Ibid. 1 P• 5. 

6~~\1-~~• 29• .ill• I !>• le 
62Leo Brenner, "Gesohiohte UD4 Be4eu1nmg 4er Oo~ 

tion1 " Leh.re Y.D5! Wtb£Sh II (1905) • 126. 
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Ph. J. Sp~ner, 1635-1705, was pc rtl7 responsible tor 

t he r evival or conf irmation, along with like-llinded p1e~1•••• 

He s ald confirma t ion s e r-,red the .following points: (1) 

as a r eminder or his Bap~ism, (2) as a public contession 

o f the doct;rine an d th'3 .f::1 ith into which he has besn bap1;1zed, 

{3) as H meane of ~xarn:tnation of b.is knowledge of the ohiet 

parts of Christi a n. doct rine, (4) as a .-.-1ay o.f knowtng all 

heterodox. peopl e and all erroris ts, (5) as a time tor admo­

nition , ( 6 ) an a special time fo:r t he C'>ngregation to o.f.f'er 

prayers;; , and (7 ) i;hot t h is prayer is indicated by the laying 

on of hana.s.6 ~ 

The s tress in the coni'irraation class was menorization 

of Bi b le verses and church hy!!ms. Also more use wee made 

of "Bibl e hi story11 until it beoame an independent subjee, 

of instruc t i on. 64 

I n metuod, Spener relied heavily on a word analysie o~ 

tha CBtechis m. 

tlany or his questions were awkward, 1mclear, aad 
abstract. He counseled the catechist to put the aau 
question in different forms un~il the right answer 
came back i'rom the child. Ir tba anaver doea not ••• 
then let tgo teacher aay the answer and haTe tbe 6i-14 
repeat it. -' . 

Pietistio oon.tirmation instruction eaaUy beo- luai• 

latical, sentimental, and hortative. It• method ot tu■t 

6"Mueller, g:e. 91-q., PP• 4-5. 

64w1encke, .22• 5!11•, P• 6. 

65:cbid. 
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memorizing doctrine and then discussing its application 

divorced the inner relationship of religious insight and 

the action of the will. The overatimulation of ,ha emotiODS 

wa s an excess to which pietism was prone.66 

This particular in.f'luence that pietism had is seen in 

the catechism used by Muhlenb,-rg which contained "orders 

of salvation. 116? 

In the Period of Rationalism 

It was not before the close of the eighteenth centUJ:7 

that confirmation had c ome to be an established rite in all 

Lutheran churches of Germany. 68 And then it was mainl7 

empha sized on the elementacy level and not on the adult. 

Rationalism sought to lead the individual to grow ancl 

develop and so discover new religious truths for hilasel~. 

A real unity between understanding and knowledge was sought. 

To this end r-Iosheim and Dinter developed their well-lmcnm 

"socratic" catechisms. Dinter was all'9ter in puttillg nob 

plain, specific questions to a child as would aake Ida waat 

to think and find an answer. Material was orga.niaecl ill• 

clear, appealing manner.69 There was leaa •••or1•1Da te • 

66Ibid. 
67Ibid. 

68irordsieck, &• .2.ll•, P• 9• 
69w1enoke, &• ~-, P• 7. 
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done now by the students. 

It was a brilliant method of instruction, but it 

lessened the interest in the Confessions and in preaerrl.ng 

pure doctrine. Rationalism focused on three main ideas, 

God, virtue, and immortality.?O 

In t he Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries 

The nineteenth century saw the development of theoriee 

of catochetice as a part of practical theology. Caspari 

and Kaftan wished to do just this. Caspari, in his Geist­

liches und Weltl;ches !,!! einer Volkstuemlichen Aualegnng 

~ Kleinen Katechismus Lutheri !Q Kirche, Bohule, !me, Hay 

(185?), sought to make the catechism understood by tbe 

common man. Kaftan's catechetical method was J1Bde known 

in .America by J. w. Horine in his The Oateobiat •·a Bapdbook, 
1909. 71 

M. Reu 1 s historical study of Luther's oateohi•- an4 

the catechisms or the Reformation era is an authoritatin 

work. He removed dogmatic additions and the fiTe parta 

were not to be treated as a system. Onl.7 Luther'• •para­

phrase" should be the obJect of explanation. Ohildren alMNl.4 

be encouraged to think Ul4ependentl.7 and tea4h1Dg alunal.4 N 

graded to their level. three hundred 41nd. ton7-aiz ..--, 

?Oibid. 

?libid.t P• 9. 


