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Kretzmann: Miscellanea

626 Miscellanea.

Miscellanea.

We Must Reach the Individual.

Among the dangers which threaten the life of our Church at this time
we may point, first of all, to a perfunctory or mechanical Christianity. It
is so easy to become accustomed to the motions of Christianity. Church-
going, having been practised from carly childhood, becomes a custom, as
does attendance at Holy Communion and at meetings of church organiza-
tions. Just as mechanical becomes the pledging and giving of some arbi-
trary sum of money, 5 cents, 10 cents, 25 cents, for the Sunday collection.
There is frequently no further thinking connected with these performances;
they have simply become habitual. — This condition is often connected with
the menace of numbers. We have become a large organization, 800,000
communicants — on paper. There is always danger in a larger group or
mass, in a large congregation, in a large church-body, for members to rely
upon numbers and to forget their duties as individuals. Every one waita
for the other person to do the necessary things.— Moreover, there is the
menace of orthodoxism, of relying upon the outward possession of the truth
in doctrine. In fact, this may cause church-members, in the pulpit and in
the pew, to become sticklers for traditional expressions which have no
doctrinal value, just because they have commonly been used. The statement
“Why, our fathers always expressed themselves thus and so” is frequently
heard. The skeleton is clutched, the substance is forgotten. There is no
careful study of the Scriptures for the purpose of applying sound doctrine
to new situations and conditions.

History shows that such a condition breeds apathy, lethargy, paralysis,
in spiritual matters. As one depends upon the other to do the work of the
Lord, this work is neglected more and more. Initintive and self-activity
languish and die. There is little or no growth in knowledge pertaining to
sound doctrine and Christian life. Specious pleas and excuses become prev-
alent. And if we add to this the menace of wealth and luxury with its
attendant worldliness, which tends to cfface the boundary between the world
and the Church, and the conditions which make for disintegration are
present to an alarming degree.

It is necessary therefore that we once more remember our duty to reach
the individual. The pulpit must take carc of this need by presenting ser-
mons based upon the most painstaking excgetical study and with applica-
tions intended for the particular congregation to which the sermon is
addressed. Collections of sermons become a menace unless every sermon
taken from such collections is recast to fit the needs of the individual con-
gregation. The various organizations within the congregation operating
under its auspices must receive the attention of the faithful pastor in the
same manner. The truth of the Bible, the needs of the Church, must be
presented to each society and to every member of every society in such
a way as to be clearly understood by every one present, so that every one
may feel his obligation and responsibility in the matter. When the pastor
receives announcements for the Lord’s Supper, he must take occasion to
speak to the individual, not only in a general way regarding the doctrine
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of the Eucharist and other Secriptural truths, but also with regard to his
status in the kingdom of God and his work for the Lord. The custom of
pastoral visiting (not only sick-calls) must be inaugurated once more.
In short, wherever and whenever the pastor comes into contact with any
of his members, he ought to present and discuss some phase of the Lord’s
work. If this is done throughout our Church for a number of years and
continued in the future, we shall, with the help of God, succeed in restoring
& more general, vital interest in the work of the Lord in our midst.
P.E.K.
The Tre Ore of Good Friday.

The obscrvance of Good Friday is becoming general in our country.
According to a late report the following States have made Good Friday
a legal holiday: Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Louisiana, Maryland,
Minnesota, New Jerscy, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee,.as well as the Philip-
pines and Porto Rico. Several State legislatures are now considering bills
to follow the example of the above-mentioned commonwealths. The Roman
Catholics rejoice over this fact, as their weekly journal America states,
because it will make the observance of the Tre Ore, the three hours of
Christ's agony on the cross, a general custom. The Roman Catholics have
the Mass of the Presanctified at this time, and this is followed by almost
continuous services throughout the afternoon and evening, “so that hardly
a moment passes that does not see hundreds of people on their knees in
adoring Him who for our transgressions was hanged upon the bitter
tree.” —In observing the T're Ore period, Lutheran churches will do well
to avoid every appearance of following Roman Catholic customs. We have
excellent orders of service for Good Friday, which may well be studied and
used by our congregations. P.E. K.

Weiteres zum Jubilanm der Lutherbibel.

Da dic brei in ber erfien Halfte ded laufenden Jahrganges eridiies
nenen Artifel iiber die deutjdhe BVibel, die dann aud) im Separatdrud Hers
ausgegeben tworben find, dazu bejiimmt twaren, ald Worlagen fiir Ston=
ferengbefprediungen zu bienen und jondberlid) aud) Material fiic Vorirdge und
Predigten zu licfern, Hat vielleidht diefer ober jemer [Qefer gemeint, dad
@cbotene fei fiir dad ifjenjdafilide Studium etivad ju clementar. Died
toar und nid)t unbetoufzt, und eben aud diejem Grunbde Haben tvir bei bers
{dhicbenen Viicherbefprediungen auf diefem Gebiet in ben lepten Jahren aud
muf iffenfdjafilice Werfe Hingeiefen, fiic die fid) Cingetveihte intereffieren
biirften. Mun fteht e8 nidht jo, dafy neuere Werle die dbargebotene Gefdjidie
der deutfdien Bibel eitva verdndern iviicden; denn dieje Tatjadjen bleiben
ftehen. Aber a3 in den leBien 3wanzig Jahren auf dem Gebiete der Fors
fdung itber die deutfhe Bibel geleiftet worden ift, fann manden Punlt
verbolljtandigen 1und wohl aud) ciwas Harer darlegen. Fiic jolde, die Beit
und Gelegenfeit Haben, fid) cingehender mit dbem gangen ThHema u befaffen,
mennen toic einige der Hervorragenditen Werte auf dem Gebiet. €3 find die
folgenben: Deutidje Vibelausziige des Mittelalters um Stammbaum Ehrifti,
mit ifren [ateinijdjen LVorbildern und Vorlagen Herausgegeben und ers
Iautert von Hans Vollmer=Gamburg; Jrvei fajt verjdjollene Bibeln aus dem
Beginn bed borigen Jahrhunderts von Hand BVollmer; Die ,Wormfer Pros
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pheten”; Gine vorlutheride cvangelijfe PropYeteniiberfebung aud bdem
Jahre 1527 vbon Georg Baring; Die Plalmenverdentjdung bon den erften
¥nfingen bid Lutfer, Herausdgegeben in Gemeinjdaft mit Frip Jillider und
Billy Liidife bon Hand Vollmer (2 Vbe.); Duellenftubien gu Luifers Vibels
fiberfebung bon Theo. Pahl, Weimar 1981; JYm Sampf um bie Bibel von
Jof. Stlapper, Vreslan 1922; Die nationale MAneignung der Bibel von Sons
rab Burdad), Halle 1924; Studien gur mittelalterlidhen Bibelilberjehung vor
Luiber von Fr. Manrer, .i;cibclbcm 1027; Goangely und Cpiftel teutjdy bon
Panl Pictfd), Gisttingen 1927; Gtudbien gur mittelalterlidhen Bibelilbers
fepung von Walther Jicjemer, Halle 1928; Die Propheteniiberfebung bed
Claus Granc von Walther Jicjemer, Halle 1980; Lutbher und bic Bibel bon
Ylbert Sciramm, Leipzig 1923, Dicje Viidjer bringen, tvie ocjagt, im grofgen
und gangen nid)ts wefentlid) Neues, aber man findet in ihnen mandes,
mwas ber Ergdngung bdient und tvcitered Lidit auf die deutjdje Bibeliibers
febung toirft. R. . &.
Lehrucrhandlungen — Lefrvortrage.

Wenn man in unfern Tagen der Verjammhung ciner Dijiritisfonode
beitvohnt, fo findet man mandjes anders ald vor cinigen Jahrzehnten. Das
mal8 urden dic meijten Dijtriftdfynoden innerhald groferer Gemeinden
abgehalten; jebt findet fid) cine gange Neife von Diftriften, bdie fidh) in
Eynodalanjtalten verjammeln. Damald tagten bdie Dijtriftsfynoden fo, daf
man cinen Synodaljonntag Hatte, an dem die Shnobdalen ncmcmftﬁaﬂhﬁ
gum @ottesdienjt gingen. Heutzutage Hat man gewdhnlid) nuc einen
Gottesdienit, einen Abendgottesdienjt, fiir bic Synodalen. Mande diefer
Berdnberungen find durd) die PBeitverhilinijje Herbeigefiihrt worben und
magen an und fiic jid) dbem Segen der Shnobdalfibungen twenig AGbrud) tun.
IInfer Dajtendes Jeitalter fann fid) faum bagu entidliefen, irgend choad
langjam und bebidjtig gu tun; alled nmup im Sturmidritt gejdehen, und
man brdngt immer tvieder, doch ja bald fertig zn werden, um ivieber Heims
gufommen. Tempora mutantur.

Aber in ciner Hinjidht Yanm man bdie Verdnberungen der Jebizeit
nidt gang billigen, ndamlid in der Act und Weife, mwie vielfad die Lehrs
bejpredjungen gefiihrt werden. WVor vierzig bid fiinfzig Jahren und borber
Batte man wirflid) Lehrverhandlungen. Nad) der bamaligen Weife
war der Neferent eigentlid) nur der Leiter der Diskujjion. Cr jiellie Thejen
und berjah biefe mit den ndtigen Betveisjtellen aus der Scrift jolvie mit
Beugnifien aud unjern Vefenninifjenn und aus den Bildjern angejehener Lehs
rer Der. Stirdje. Dann referierte der Leiter der Verhandlungen, nidi ousd
bem Stegreif, jonudern auf Grund der vorliegenden Stellen und Jeugnife,
und nady jebem AGjdnitt einer ThHefe tourde von den anvejenden Shnodas
Ten dagu gerebet. Wielfad) licferien foldje Mebdner ettva fo viel Material
ie ber cigentlide Meferent, und gejdhidte ScHriftfilhrer verarbeiteten bad
@ejagte fiic dic Protofolle. So Ivurde dad Material tatfadlidh bon allen
Ynivefenden durdigedadit und durdigefprodien, und c8 blieb Haften und
bradyte Frud.

Heutzutage Hat man auf unjern Synobalverfammiungen bielfad) nuc
fehrvortrage. Der Referent crhidlt den SAufirag, genug Material fiic
etioa fiinf Stunden bereit zu Haben, und er jdreibt dann aud) getvifienfaft
genug auf, um cben o viele Shunden auszufiillen. MWenn dann iiberhaupt
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nod) Die und ba filnfzehn Minuten iibrig find fiir BemerIungen, o
filblt {chon jedermann in ber gangen Verfammlung, daf man fid) nun aber
audy Beeilen miiffe, benn fonjt ift die Beit verfividjen. Audj ift oft in ben
Relrvortrigen tatjadlid) alles bi3 in die Meinften Detaild audgefiihrt tvors
ben, fo bafy nidjt biel mehr dagu gejagt werden Tann. Aber bieje MWeife
ijt nidit fo gut fiic bad D u t dj denlen ded8 Referates oder der Thefen. Man
Bat e8 woll angehort und {idy iiber den Fleif und die Griindlidhleit des
Referenten gefreut, aber man BHat {idh nidjt felber daran beteiligt. 1nd das
ijt Teine gute Weife.

Da pire un3 bdic Weife, dic in unfern Tagen von bielen groperen
Bereinen befolgt wicd, doch licber. €8 wwird cin Mann al8d Leiter der Vers
Gandlungen Geftimmt. Dicjer Redner fithrt den Hauptgedanten bded THemas
in feinen Grundziigen aus. Jhm folgen nady jedem Hauptabjdnitt bier
bi3 fed)3 Reducr, die cinjdjlidgige Gedbanten ausdfitfren oder Anivenbdbungen
medien. Bei Vefolqung diefer Weife tmmbert man {idy gar nidjt, dbap die
Babl berer, die fid) an ben Verhandlungen Deteiligen, nadhbem die Qeiter
ifre ©adje beendigt Gaben, cine jehr grofe ijt. €3 tdre der Miife tvert,
iy dieje Weife ctivad niher angujehen, bamit wir auf unfern Stonferengen
jolvoll Ivie Dejonders auf unjern Shynodalverjammlungen twicllid) Lebhrs
berhandlungen, Lhrbeipredhungen, Haben. Dann nidhmen
ofne Btoeifel alle Anivefenden viel mehr mit nad) Haufe. P. €. 8.

Babylon — Rome.

In o recent most interesting book by Barnes, The Martyrdom of
8t. Peter and St. Paul, this learned Catholic scholar also touches upon the
question of identifying Rome with the Babylon of the First Epistle of Peter.
The author says: “That Babylon in this place must be taken to denote
the imperial city and cannot be referred to either the ancient Babylon in
Chalden or to the fortress of that name in Egypt is a matter on which
all scholars are now agreed and which may be taken as beyond controversy.
Ancient writers are ahsolutely unanimous on this point, without even a
single exception.” “The name of Babylon was in common use both among
Jews and Christians to denote Rome as the great oppressor.” (Pp.8.39.)
If one considers the source of this emphatic statement, its importance is
readily scen. P.E.K.
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