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CHAPTER I
INTRODUUTORY GONSIIERATIONS

The purposs of this thesis is to determine and interpret the spse-
¢ific and implied bapbtismal references within Pirst Peter. This purpose
also includes & presentation of the viecwpoints of scholars who designate
Firat Peter l:3=41ll as & baptismal homily.

The somparatively recent studies on First Peter as a baptismsl
homily, notebly theose by F. W. Beare, He. @Windiasch, and H. Preisker,
partially prempted my acceptanse of this topie as a Bachelor of Divinity
theasic. The reslizatiocn that First Peter contains many practical insights
into the inportant dootrine of Holy Beptism also served az a stimilation
for this study.

The specific lLimitations of the thesis are thoss passages which
refer to or imply Holy Baptism within the beptiamal homily, l:3-4:1l.

It does not intend te present a thorough tresatment on the doctrine of
Holy Baptism, but only to anclyze and present those aspects of baptiam
Pound in Pirst Peter. A treatment of the sovenant terminology in First
Poter seemed necessary to complete an appreciation of the significance
of baptism as the means by which man enters the new covenant esteblished
through Christ's bleod.

This thesis sssumes two things: first, that the entire First Epistle
of Peter was written by St. Peter himself; second, that the Lpistle was

written in the fall of 63 4. D.
In organizing the thesis, the first consideration was en analysis of

First Peter as a baptismal homily, Here the important facts are presented
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which substentiate this view. The third chapter is devoted to the
covenant terminology of the baptismal sermon es the framework for the
wvhole sermon, showing that through beptism man enters into a covenant
relationship with Cod. In the fourth chapter the specifie references
to baptism are discussed, including the 0ld Testement reflections withe
in the relerences. The fifth chapter lists and discusses the implied
baptliaual references which are evident within the homily. The last
chapter conteins suvomary conclusions.

The ma jor sources used and incorporated into the thesis were
lexicons, concordances, theological word books, commeniaries, and the-
oclogies. QCremmatical considerstions are ingluded whenever negessary.
The interpretation of the baptismal references was made with the help

of these tocls.




CHAPTER II
CONSTRUCTION OF FIRST PETER

The general content and structure of First Peter have led some
scholars to consider 1:3-4:11l as a baptismal homily. Those who particular-
ly emphasize this interpretation of First Peter are the following: R.
Perdelwitz was the Pirst %o present this view in his essay, written in
1911, "Die Mysterienreligion und des Froblem des ersten Petrusbriefes,”
(the writer was not able to obtain & copy of it)e. Ferdelwitz's view was
supported by C. Strecter in his remarks on First Peter in The Frimitive
Churche. H. Windisch in Die Katholischen Briefe, in Handbuch zum Neuen
Testament, %AV, also adopts the interpretation. The most elasborate attempt
to present First Peter as a baptismal service was done by H. Preisker in
the appendox to Windisch's book. F. V. Beare also presents First Feter
as a baptismal sermon in his book, The First Zpistle of Feter. F. Cross,
in I reter 4 Paschal Liturgzy, sees a baptismal setting for the Epistle.

Pirst Peter cannot be conclusively proved to be a baptismal heomily;
however, the content of the ipistle reads as a baptismal sermon written
for newly converted and baptized Christians. With the exception of Preisker
those wko favor this interpretation of First Peter divide it into the bep-
tisma) sermon, l:3-4:11, and the appended letter, 4:12-5:14, If the first
seetion 18 considered e ssporste work, its theme is the nature and sig-

nificance of the Christien life. Beare describes it as

an exposition of the significance of Baptiam as the sacrament of
regeneration, a body of imstruction and exhortation respecting the
character and conduct which should accompany and flow from their
profession of Christian faith, and from the spiritual experience

into which they have entered.
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word being used for the formal guestion and consent which sealed a
contract. This would be very suitable for the rite of baptism which
included the Clhristian's consent of faith.52 The meaning would then be
"a pledge of & geod conscience toward Gode” AB Selwyn says, "The idea
that baptism was a seal of contract given by a good conseience towards
God provides a good entithesis to the 'putting-off of the f£ilth of the
flesh.'53

The saving power in baptiesm is inaicated in the last four words of
3:21, 5:' (;.vzxa-'ra:a'aws J-7-'-*10'03 )(pros. A8 in 133 where the resur-
rection is the means by which God performs our “rebirth, so here the
resurrection is the saving power in beptism. This is done by applying
to the person baptized the henefits of Christ's death and resurrection.

In summery, the specifiec references to baptism within the homily
present a camplete theclogy on baptism, with the exception of a specifis
reference to the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit does receive emphasis
within the homily, however, in the salutation and also in 1:10-12. 1In
the salutetion the "new® covensnt ic esteblished through the sanctifying
activity of the Holy Spirit. Baptism is described as a complete transfor-
mation of man, motiveted by Cod's Word, involving a dying tco sin and a
new lifec unto righteocusness, aad also the pledge of a good conscience

to Ged.

52.‘Selwyn. op. git., p. 205.

SBppig.




CHAPTER ¥

IMPLIED BAPTISMAL FEFIRENCES

1:1}4, Children of Ubedience

Verse 14, "As children of obedience, do not continue to pattern your
iife according to the lusis of your forumcy ignorvance." The implied bap- |
tismal reference occurs in the Greek phrase, ws TEK vo. Jnaxo%s N
"ehildren of obedience." The genitive, g a Ko-;s s is objective,
meaning “echildren born for obedience.d
There iz baptismal significance in the word T;K va, "children,”
refieccting the verd ;vmya.\rvo'.uu » "orn again," in 1:3,23. In baptiam
believers are born again %o be the children of Cod; there has teken place
& rebirth in their fundamental character and in this sensze they ars
"ghildren" once again. The term "children of* 1s an Hebraism and occurs
in the Old Testament and many times in the New Testament.®
There are also baptiamal implications in the word, SWG-!{O‘;S »

“obedience"; beceuse it reflecta the covenant relationship between God

and wan which is established at baptism. “Obedience" is one of the basic

lprancis Wright Beare, The First Gpistle of Feter (Oxford: Basil
Blackwell, 1947), pe 7le

20¢. Chearles Bige, & Gritical end Exegetical Commentary on the

Zpistles of St. Eeter gnd St. Jude (Bdinburgh: T. & T. Clerk, 1902),
pe 113. In the 0ld Testement: Texva awwkems. IS. 53143 uies Gq.van'ou »

IT Sem. 12:15; in the Ney Testaments TEkva 0PYTS o Eph. 2:3; TEK va
q?w'tos , Eph. 5:8; TE kva nqraeos R II Pot. 231&; wol TAs
mrenoams § Eph. 212,63 Col. 3:6; u;o. qmng Kka' nhcea-s o I Thess.
53153 vios 5!(?&\/115 o Lke 10483 & .uils TS q'irw)téu..s. II Thess. 2:3;
fonn 17:12.

| ,
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obligations of man within the covenant es established by Cod through
Jesus Christ, l:2, "for obedience to Jesus Christ and the sprinkling of
His blood." One aspect of this new life of obedience to CGod requires
that they do not continue to pattern their lives according to the lusta
of their former ignorance as pagans, lillj.

Therefore through baptism believers are "children” of the new cove-
nant; they have entered upon a new life in a relationship with God who
requires their obedience. They are "children” in respect %o their young
life of faith and in respect to their recent membership in Cod's

household.
1:22, Souls Purified by OUbe'ience to the Truth

Verse 22, "With your sculs purified by obedience to the truth, for
& sincere love of the brethren, love one another earnestly from the
heart.” The implied beptismal reference is in the first portion of the
verse, Tt;.'s q.,u;@s G,u-.-.::v ;me;T{,s Ev Tﬁ :JTMKO:'; Tas gx)\v Gs.:a.s .
"With your souls purified by cbedience to the truth.”

The verb, ﬁ}vuméres. is the perfect participle of ;Yv:Su:. which
means “to purify" either ceremonially or morally.3 In the Septusgint it
is used of the ritual purification of worshippers or of vessels to be
used in worship. (Cf. Num. 6:3; Ex. 19:10; II Chron. 31:17f.) The verb
hes a similar usage in the New Testement. John 11:55, "4nd the Jews'
passover wes nigh et hand, and many went ocut of the SQUntry up to

Jerusalem before the passover, to purify themselves.® (Cf. also Acts

21:2)4,26; 24118.)

33oseph Henry Thayer, 4 Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testument
(Chieago: Americen Book Company, ¢.1839). pe 7.
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The adjective, a Y vés » appears always to be used of moral and not
cerevonial purity. The verb also is used in the moral sense in the New
Testament. James L:8 says, "purify your hearts.® First John 3:3, "Every=
one that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself even as He is pure.” Ais
Beare suggests, both meanings of &yv:iw are represented in First Peter
1:22.4 He says, "The ritual purification represeanted by baptism is
efficacious in the sphere of the moral life (cf. 3:21); in baptism, they
have purified their souls.®d

This interpretatiocn is supported by the presence of the perfect
participle which cannot suggest a process of purification or a continuing
attitude, but must render the phrase, "by obedience to the truth,” as a
particular aot.6 Baptism can correctly be understood as the eet of
obedience to the truth of Cod's Word by which the souls of the converts
had been sapnctifiede Baptism is their response of faith to the procla=
mation of the “truth,” which is the Gospel. As Selwyn suggests, the use
of a)ﬂ; degia, "truth,” is particularly appropriate to show the contrast
between the truth of Christianity and the falschood of heathenism,?
which Peter had just warned against in 1:14,18.

Preisker places great emphasis upon the perfect participle in verse
22, 1‘1\/ vi KOITES » "purified,” by suggesting that the actual act of bap-

tism took place between 1:21 and 1122.8 Preisker bases his épinion on

lpeare, op. git., pe 83.
JIbid.
6Ibid., p. Bije

TEavard Cordon Selwyn, The First kpistle of St. Peter (Londen:
Maemillan & Co., Ltd, 1955), pe 149.

SHans windisch, Die Katholisghen Briefe, in Handbuch Zum Neuen
Testament, edited by lerbert Preisker (Tubingen: Verlag J. C. B. Mohr
[Beul Siebeck|, 1951)¢ XV, 157
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the facs that sanctification of sculs is spoken of 28 a future aect in
L:3«21, while i% is & perfect act in 1:22.9 Prejsker considers the
entire Lpistle of First Peter as cne continuous worship service during
which the act of baptlism took place.lo

In summary, the act of baptism is implied 4in 1:22 in the perfect

participle wiich points fio a definite act that has been agcomplished.

By submitting to the truth of the Gospel and to the act of baptiam, the

Christian converte “purify” their soulss.
2312, Just=-born Infants

Verse 2, "Like just-born infants yenrn for the pure milk of the
dord that you may grow up by it to salvation, sceing that you have tased
thet the ford is gracicus.” The implied bapdismal reference is in the
phrase, ws Sp Tl\(f,‘.vthTos ﬂeé(pai ¢ "like justeborn infants." This is
the only use of ;(o ) va,vv 1 '?bs in the New Testament and it msens
"newborne®tl Tho Apostle in the verse is urging his readers to grovw to
spiritual maturity by means of the milk of the Word. The picture is that
of an infant craving for its Mother's milk, and so the recent converts
should crave end grow in the Word.

The phrase, "like Just-born infants,” matches the thought of the

participles used in 1:3,23 which speak of regeneration and new birth,22

7Ibid., ppe 156=57.
101hid., pe 157

llyilliem F. Arndt and Vilbur Gingrich, A Greek- iexicon of
the Nevw Testement (Ghicago: University of Chicago Press, 1957), p. 110.

Re Co He Lenski, The Interprotution of fhe Zplstles JSt. Reter, Si.
John end St. Jude (Columbus: Wartburg Press, c. 1945), pe 78.

i |
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The association of this phrase with baptism lies in the concept of
"rebirth,” whereby the regently converted and baptized believers can be
considered "babes in the faith." Beare states that the phruse could
hardly be used with any appropriateness of the general body of Christians
in the provinces mentionsd in the salutation, which had been established
some Suirty years before; on the other hend, the words are wholly appropri-
ate to deseribe the condition of converts who had just been received into
the church by baptiam.13

This verse, 212, sigaificantly appears in the Introit for the first
Sunday after Laster, juasimodggenifi. On this Sunday the newly baptized
in the early Church received Holy Communion for the firat {ime.

In summary, the phrese does not present a doctrinal matter but a

graphiec picture of those who recently entered the covenant relationship

with CGod through a "rebirth” in baptisme.
2:10, Cod's People by Mercy

Since through baptism man enters CGod's covenant, there is another
implied reference in 2:10, "You who were once no people are now & people
of God; you who knew nothing of mercy have now experienced mercy.”
Through baptism mankind is boran again, coupletely chenged into a new
people of Cod, and they also experlence the mercy of God in Christ their
Savior. I% is only through baptism that mankind can become the people of
Gode.

Verse 10a reflects Exodus 19:5, "Now therefore, if you will obey my
voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my own possession among all

peoples; for ell the eartk is mine.” The covenant relationship coupled

lamm. @. m-. De 88.
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with cbedience made the Israelites Cod's own possession. Through baptism
mankind enters the aew covenant and bescmes a "people of God.* Other
references to the I-Thou relationship within the Cld Testezen: covenant
ere Jere T:23; ll:3=4; 24:7; Bzek. 11:20; 37:26-27; Zech, 8:8.

Verse 100 reflscte the desoription of the covenant Cod of Exodus
33 end 34. In chepter 33 God sgress to renew the covenant with Israel
eéad then reveals Himsel:! to Moses. In 33:19 God proclaims His name as
"I will be grecions to whom ) will be gracious, and will show mercy on
wiow I will ahow wmsrey." In chapter 34, where Cod renmewa the covenant,
God proclaims Himself to Mose# on Mount Cinai as "The Loxrd, the iord,
a God merciful and gracicuS. « « «" Baptisw 1s the mssns wvhereby men
experiences the mercy of God, when God for Chriat's sake accepts him

in%o His spiritual kingdowe.
3:6, Children of Sarah

Verse &, "Of her you have become children as you keep deing good and

do not hecame terrified victims of intiwidation.” This implied referencs
ies in the words, %s g.yaw’, 9»,1-5_ TéKVQ » "whose children you became.’

In its largsr context it in in the section addreesed to the wives, 3:l-b6.
Ip vv. £-6 Sareh is presentcd as the "Mother"” of all women of hope.

To be able to associate this phrase with baptism depsnds upon the
interpretstion of ;\té.vv; 91, Te o aorist of \nlvo,mg. Beare c¢ites two
posmlbillties.la' It may be taken as a timeless or gnomic sorist, which
would interpret it as, "you show yourselves true Gaughlers of Sarah.”

Or it could be taken as past time, "you hecame her daughters.” In the

latder sense the phrass could refer to baptism, when the believing women

141553, pe 130,
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embraged thelr faith and became members of the spiritual household.

413, TFormer Iife of lLvil Now e Closed Chapter

Verse 3, "For the time that has now passed was guite long emnough
for you to have worked out end practiced the wishes of the heathen as you
walked in acts of public indecency, in the pursuit of lust, in the
drinking of wine, in revelry, in drinking bouts, and lawless acts of

idolatry.” The fmplied baptismal reference in this passage lies in the

three perfects, their meaning and their foree. All three emphasize that
the old way of 1life is e past thing. The three perfects are

1. TWageiyro Buss + porfect active partieiple of Tap éle KO act|
"pass, pass by.” The subject of this perfeect is Xeolvos s "time.” "The
¢ime that has now passed” is set over agesinst "the time that is left to
you' (4:2)e The point of this perfect is that “the conversion to Christ
divides their past 1ife which has been misdirected and misspent from
their remaining days upon earth which are to be dedicated to the only
true good.“15

2 KaTEI (-‘\(ofa' Ba, » perfect middle infinitive of &¢T€€Y°:§°M°-4
"bring about, produce, work ocut.® The direet objects of this verb are
those things which cheracterized the former life of the readers. These
evil actions are "the lusts of your former ignorance” which Peter warns
against in 1:14.

Fe Irarro@eu;«uefvous s perfect participle of "oe‘U’O!ﬂ-“-l ¢ "con=-
duet oneself, live, walk.” This verb emphasized that they "practiced®
the lusts of evil in thelr daily lives.

Iin summery, the three perfects emphasize the thought that the past

Yig., pe 154
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life of Peter's readers is a closed chepter, and this could very clearly

point to their baptism when they were born again to a new life. Beare
says, “The language here indicates once again that those who are addressed
stand precisely at the turning-point of life which is marked by beptism. v16
The followlng insights on baptism are derived from these implied
references. By submitting to the truth of the Gospel and to the act of

bapticn, the Christian converts, as children of faith and of Cod's

household, have purified their souls, become the people of God and have
received mercy. In this relationship with Cod their former life of evil
is a closed and forgottem chapter, and they now feed and grow oa the |

Joxrd.

61p3d.




CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY

Firat reter l:3-4:11l reads like a baptismal homily. The homily as a
whole speaks of the nature of the Christian's new life. Maen has entered
into e new wrelationship with God, with the result that a complete turning
about hes %taken place in men. Men has been rebora, and this tekes place
in beptism. This new beginning in one's life requires now attitudes and
responsibilities toward Cod, toward fellow believers, and toward sceiety
in general. All of these cobligations ars clearly spelled ocut and neatly
arranged within the homily. Furthermore, the homily contains four ape=-
cific referencea to baptism and many implied references. There is also
gvidence within the homily of instructional material for baptismal candi-
dates as used in the early Church.

The baptismel homily is set within the framework of a new covenant
relationship with God. The essential elements and terminology of the
original 0ld Testament covenant are mentioned. This new covenant was
established by God through the sprinkling of the blood of Christ. Those
within the covenant are "God's chosen people, a royasl priesthocd, a holy
nation, God's possession.® They experience the forgiveness of their
sins through Christ, and as assured of an eternal inheritance with God
li.n Heaven. Man's obligaticns are obedience to God, holiness modeled
after the holiness of Cod, and a falthful witneas of God's glory and
praise to others. For New Testament Christians man enters this new
relationship with God by the rite of baptism.

The specific references to baptism are the follcwing:
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l. A rebirth, First Feter 1:3,23. This describes s complete trans-

formation of man, which is of divine origin, accomplished through the
resurrsciion of Jesus Christ from the dead, and through the instrumental
means of the living and abiding Woxrd of God .

2. Death to sin, First Peter 2324.' Through baptism man dies to sin
end is enabled %0 live the pew life in rightecusness.

Fe« Type of the Flood, First Peter 3:21l. vater was the instrument

which saved Noah, and water also saves the Christians in baptism. Also
the Christizns in Peter's day who received beptism correspond to Noah
and his femily in the arlk,

e Fledge to God, First Peter 3:2k., Beptism is the pledge of a
good conscience towerd God.

The implied references to baptism are the following:

1. Childven of obedience, First Peter l:l4. Through baptism believers
are "children® of the new covenant; they are just beginning a new life
in a relationship with God who requires their obedience.

Ze Souls purified by obedience to the truth, First Peter 1:22. By
submitting to the truth of the Gospel and to the act of baptism, man
“purifies® his scul.

3o Just-born infents, First reter 2:2. 4As an infant craves for its
Mother's milk, sc the newly baptized believers are led to crave and grow
on the ¥Word of Cod.

L. Children of Sarah, First Peter 3:6. Through baptism the believing
women become the ehildren of Sarah, the Mother of all women of hope.

5e Ged's people by mercy, ¥First Peter 23110, Baptism is the means
whereby man experiences the mercy of God, when God for Christ's sake

aceepts him into His spiritual Kingdom as one of His own pecple.

B o0
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6. Former life of evil now a closed chapter, First Peter 4:3.

Through baptism the o0ld way of life hes eome to en end.
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