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OE.l ..Pl' .l~H I 

'l'i.tG purpose o~ thi s t hesis is to determine and interpret the spe­

c:H'ie and impliec1 bapt in.raal references u1th i n First Peter. This purpoae 

o l so iuoludes ~ preoentation ot th~ vi~WJ;o1nte of acholars vho designate 

l!'i rat Petor l :J - 4111 as a baptismal hO&ilily. 

'l'ho ooro_p!lzsa ·t i1rely r ecent studies on .First Peter as n baptismal 

harui l y , note.';) l y those by lP. \,' . Beare , H. U1ndisoh , and H. l?reiskor , 

partially p r c mp',;ecl rr.y a c c e.pt a!l.¢0 ot t h is top ic as a Bachelor o 'f DS.vinlty 

i hesio . 'rhe r~liz~t!on t hat Fi rst Peter oontains rzJllny preot~cal. lDaighta 

into tho impor"i:on t doctrine ot Holy Baptism also s e rYed a3 a stiDllation 

Tho specific liw.ita tiona of t he theeia ere those p~ssages which 

refer t o or iawl y Eol y ~pti sm within tho baptismal homily, l:3• 4 111. 

It doec not 1ntond to pr esent n thorough treatment on the doatri.ue ot 

Hol y Baptism , but only to o.nolyze Elild present t hose aspects of baptism 

found 1n J'i rst J.'eter . .,,\ trf:latm.ent of the covenant termillol.og in Firat 

.Pote r se0010 ... 1 neces sary to c~plete an apprecia tion of the signif1oanoe 

of bapt i sr:. as t he means by which n::an enters the new oovenant established 

t hro-..igh. Christ • a blood. 

This t hesis assumes two thill&s a first , that t he enti re First Epistle 

of Peter waa written by St • .Peter himselt' J second, that the I:;pistle was 

written in the fall of 6J A. D. 

In orcani~ns t he thesis , the first oouideratlon was an e.JMU78i• ot 

li'irst .Petor a s a bapt ismal homil.7, Here the imponaDt taots are preaeAted 
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whioh substantiate this view. The third ab apter is dnoted to the 

ooveno.nt terminology ot the bapt.ismal sermon as the framework tor the 

whole sermon• sho•.i1ng that through be.pt lam man enters into a OOTeDaDt 

rela tionship with Cod. In the fourth chapter the specitio references 

to baptism are discussed. ino.luding the Old Testament refiections w~th­

in t he r3f erencee . ~he fif'th chapter lists and discusses the implied 

bnp tia'l:.."'l l references t:1hioh a re evident within the homily-. The last 

chapter contains summary conclusions. 

The major souroea used and incorporated into the thesis were 

lexicons• con cordanceo • t heological word books, coamentaries, and the­

olog ies . Grc..r_:ma·tioa l consideratior.s are included whenever necessary. 

The i nterpretation of the baptismal referencea wa ~ made with the help 

of tbese too l 1:; . 



COl\lS'i'RUCTI()?-i OB FDCT PETER 

The general content and structure of F1rat ? eter have led some 

achola1•s t o consider l :J-4ill as a baptistilal hcx1ily. Those who particular­

ly es:ipha oi~e t his interpretation of First Peter are the followings R. 

Perdelwitz ~fls the firat to present this view in hie es say, written in 

1911 , "Di e c-:}ysterienreligion und des Problem dea ersten r etrusbriefe3, ii 

(tlw write r was not able to obtain e copy ot it). :Eerdelwitz•s Tiew was 

supported by c. Strellter i n his ra:aarks on First I>eter in ~ ::)rimitivo 

Churcb. . H. Windi s ao 1n ~ Katholischen Briefe, 1n Handbuch zum Neuen 

Testament , XV, also adopts the interpreta tion. The most elaborate attanpt 

to present Fi rst .Petez- as a bupti&1al seri,iaa was done by H. ?reisker in 

the a ppendox to '."iindisoh's book. F . u. Beare also presents First f eter 

as a bap tiemal sermon in his book , The !?irst Epistle 91_ Feter. F. Cross, 

in l .r eter fl l'aachol LiturgY , seas a baptimna.l setting for the Eplatle. 

First Peter cannot be conoluaivel.y proved to be a baptismal bamily; 

ho~ever , the content of the ~p1stle reads aa a baptismal sermon written 

:for n e::wly converted a nd baptized Ohr1st1azw . ~lith the exception or .Preisker 

thoaa who favor t his interpreta tion of First Pete r diTide it into the bep,­

tismai sermon , lsJ-4:ll, and the appended letter, 4,12-5,14, It the first 

section is considered e spp::izate work, i t s theme is the nuture and sJ.&­

niticanoe ot the Christian lite. Beare describes it as 

an exposition or the signitioanoe ot Baptism as the aeoromc:}nt of 
regeneration, a body ot i.llStructioo and emortation respecting the 
character aDd conduct which should aooompany and tlow from their 
profeaaion ot Christian faith, and from the spiritual experience 
into whiah th~ have entered• 
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\H.nd1soh considers it a nprayer ror a good conscience." "Die Taute 1st 

da.nn Bitto um oin reineo Gew1sson oder auoh Bitte mit roinem Gewiaaen.•44 

Beare agrees \Ii th \'/1nd1ach although he allows other possible interpre-

ta tions. 45 Beare adds the comments 

Th1H appeai·a to be a reference to a part of the ritl.lal tolloved in 
the admi~istration or the sacrament, a prayer addressed to Cod by 
the convert• askin~ forgiveness and tuward cleanein6 and the power 
to live in accordance ~1th His w111.46 

Kit tel also renders the word as a request for a good conaoience.47 The 

word i s also translated es 11question11 or 11dema.nd • .,48 and as the interro­

gation ~hich is addr essed to God by a good consc1ence.49 

Salmond olso r ecords its ueage in several of the Bibl1~al versions.So 

'I'he .Authorized Version is alone among the old English versions to interpret 
;, 

€ Tf l(:>W T ") ~ C\ as "anS1Jer. 11 The i)"ycl1tfe versi:Jn reads, 11the asking of a 

good conscienoe in God.11 Tyndale and Cranmer userl the foll.owins, " in 

that a good consoienoe consenteth to God.'' The Genevan version reads, 

" in that o good consoience maketh request to God." 
;, I 

J...nother posaible meaning tor t. 'TT€ (? w T-:, ,i,..~ which conveys the most 

meaning for First Feter .J: 21 1n 1 ts bapt 1amal framework ls •pleqe, " the 

Latin idea o~ sti:pu.lat10.Sl There 1s some evidence in pap71"i tor the 

44Hans :·tindisch. Die Katholischep ~. J.a flepdbuoh a Neuep 
Test e t, edited by- Herbert l?reish:er (Tt!bingena Verlea 1 • C. B. Mohr 

?aul Siebe~ • 1951), XV, 73• 

4.5B care , .s;w.. .£ll.. , .P • 14 9 • 

46ll!!,g. 

47Gerhard Kittel, Tbeologiaohes wdrterbuqh Zum ii 8 Y.!B Teetemep) 
(Stuttgart: Verlag Von ~; . Kohlheumer, 1935), P• 686. 

4~1gg, ,Sm• a.ll.•, P• 165. 
4 9sa1mond • .2ll • .£11 • , p. 64. 

soll!g. 
Slt.10ulton and .Milligan, .sm• .ill.•, P• _231. 
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word bei.ng used for the tormal question and oonaent which sealed a 

contract. Tllia would be very suitable for the rite ot baptism which 

52 included the C!iristian • s consent ot faith. 'l'he meaning would then be 

11 0. pledge of a good coneoienoe toward God. 11 AB ~elwyn says• ''The idea 

that baptism. was o seal of oontraGt given by a good oonacience towards 

God providGs a good antithesis to the 'putting-otf ot tbe tilth ot the 

flesh .• n53 

The saving power in baptiao is inuicatea in the last four words of 

"" 'f.._p 1vTOU • As in l a3 where the reaur-

rection 1.o the !Ileruit- by wh ich God per.forms our •rebirth," so here the 

reDurrect1on i s the auving power in bapti~. This is done by upplyin& 

to t he person l>aptized t ht: benefits of Chriot • a death a nd resurrection. 

ln summe.ry • thtJ S!lecific references to baptism within the homily 

preoent o. complete theolot;y on baptism. with tho exception ot a epeoifio 

r o.ference to the Holy 5vir1t. The l!oly .Spirit does receive emphasis 

within the homily, howev~r. in the salutation and also in 1110-12. In 

the salutation the "new• covenant io esta blished through the sanctifying 

octivity of the Holy Spirit. Baptism 1s described as a complete traufor­

mation of man, motivated by God' 6 \lord. 1DYolY1118 a dyill8 to sin and a 

new life unto righteousness, unu also the pledge ot a good conscience 

to Glod. 



lsl4, Children of Obedience 

Vt3rse 14, ''As children o f obedience, do n<.>t continue to pettorn your 

C. 

tlsmal reference occurs in th~ Greek phrase, WS 

"chil dr en of o'bedie.nce . 11 Th0 t.;~nitive. 
(. '\ 

Ulr'lKo-,, s , i s obje ctive, 

T".uoro i s b ;.1p tisrrlfll Di $nitican ce in tbs word T e.1<. V<l. •co.ildren, • 
~ I 

r e f l(?1vti1~ the verb O.."io...y s_vvo.. w , 1tt>orn a ga1.c. " in 1,3 1 23. In bnptiam 

b elievers are born acain to l.'>e the •lhildr .. in ot God : there has taken place 

a r ebirth in their tundW"11eu~l ehare.cter a::::i.d in this Sen30 they are 

'' ohi.ldran " onoll again. The t er m • children of" ls an Hebraism and ooours 

in t h e Olrl Tosttiment and many times 1n ·the New Testl'!moa.t. 2 

C. ,'\ 
There.: are al::,o lJupt iamal implicatioua in the word, v 1T ~ 1<.o-, s. , 

::obedience " ; because it rei'leotiJ the covenant relationship between God 

anu 100D w~ich is eatablished at bap tism. •Obedience• is one of the basic 

lFrancis \iri~t Bee.re, lb.!! I1'1i:st L;pi;;,tl~ gI, i'eter (Oxt'ord, Baa1l 
Blaclo,ell, 1947), P• 71. 

2ct. Charles Bigg, I! Critical, an~ E.p,getigel Oommentau: .Sil~ 
§piutles .Q!.fil• Peter ua 21• ~ ( Ed.,inbllrffh• T. & T. Cler~,, 1902) ,, 
P • 113. IJl the Old Testament• Tc!:K'<Cl. q1.·w>.t:1"-s, Ia. 5.3•41 uaos QQ.v'a.To1.1, 

I ~ A. ._nh I 
II Sam. 12s5; in the Nev Teatmnenta Tt."-"°" oe~., s. , .1:,.,,_. 21.3; TE.1<.vC1. 

I I I 14 .._ ' _.. cpw'tos, :Bph. 5s.8; T~"'-v'~ f'~TQ.f>OS , II Pet. 2a I u101 Tll~ 
> ' 6 6 '- ' ' ' c. J I"""' Cl.tr'€1EJ ~ lQ..S t Ephe 2t2,; Cole Jt; UIOI (pWT'O~ J<.a.1 "'!"4£eet..S I ._"c,88e 

5:.5; v~;~ e!e~""'s , Lk. lOs6; 0 u~~s T~::. ~lt'w>.e'1A.S• II Theas. 2:.31 
Yohn 17i12. 
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obligationa of man within the coTenant es established b7 God through 

Jesus Chri st, ls2, "tor obedience to Jeaus Christ and the s prinkling ot 

His blood. " Ono a spect of' this ner .. life ot obedienoe to God requires 

that they do not continue to pa\tern their lives aooording to th.e luata 

of t h eir fo1mer ignorance as pagans, 1,14. 

Ther efore th~ough bapt1om bolievere are •children" ot the new cove­

nant ; t h ey have entered upon a new life in a relation.ship with God who 

r e quires t heir obedience. They ore noh1ldren" in respect to their youne 

l i f e of f a i t h a nd in r e spect to their reocnt membershi p 1A God's 

household. 

l: 22 1 Soulo Purified by Obe· ' ience to the Truth 

e roe 22 , "r/ith your souls purified by obedience to the truth, tor 

a s i ncer e lovt:o of t h~ brethren, love one another earnestly tram the 

heart • 11 Th e implied baptismal reference is in the first portion of the 

\ \ c. J\ C:. I > " , "- J\ :, I 

v erae , TCl.':. cµux,.o..s V ~ W'I "'1Y"''ICOT<,<; €.'I/ rn ulT"-KO,? T)J!. Q.A.., 8f.1c>.S • 

n .1th your aouls purified by obe,:ience to the truth. 0 

c:.. I , I 

The vorb, 1'/V"''<Hc.s, 1s the perfect partioiple ot oy~1~w • which 

means cto purify" eith~r ceranonially or morally.3 In the Saptu98int it 

is ul;:led of the ritual puri!ioation ot worshippers or of Yessels to be 

used in worship . (Cf. Num. 6s3; Ex. 19:10; II Chron. Jl:17t.) Tho Yerb 

he.s a similar usae.:,e 1n tho New Testament. J'ohn 11,55, •Luid the J'ewa' 

passover was nigh at hand, and meny went out of the ?9llntry up to 

Jeruae.lEID before the paaeover, to puritJ• thernselves. 11 (Ct. also Aota 

3:oseph Henry Thayer, A Greek-Bpgl1$ Lfpgop At la.I lin: Teattw,nt 
(Chicago: .American Book Company, c.1889). P• 7• 
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The adject1Te. 

cereL,oniul pur 1 ty. 

' I "'y. vos , a ppears alve.ys to be uaeu ot moral ond not 

The verb also is used in the moral sense in the Nev 

Testoment. Jo.mes 4 a8 says, "purify your hearts. • J'irst John J sJ • "ETeey-

one 'that hat h t his hope in Him puritieth himself even as He is pure. 11 J..a 

Beare suggeata. botl'l meanings of 
,; I 

o. y v, 'S v.J are represented 1n First Peter 

l:22.4 He says , "The ritual purification represent ed by baptism is 

efficacious i n the s phere of t he moral life (ct. 3 221) 1 1n baptism, they 

hav e purified their soula. n5 

This interpretation is supported by the presence of the perfect 

participle which oonnot suggest a process of puriticat i on or a continuing 

attitude, bu t must render the phrase, 8by obedience to the truth,• as a 

particul ar act.6 Baptism can correctly be understood as the c ct of 

obedience to t ho t r uth of Ood' a \lord by \:lhich the sou.le of the converts 

had been sanctified. Baptism i o their response ot faith to the proola• 

m:ation of tho 11 truth , " wh ich is the Gospel. As S el\tyn suggests. the use 

:> I 
o f o. >- "1 Gt: 1 a.., 11tru th• n is particularly appropriate to show the contrast 

between the truth of Christianity and the tals~hood ot beathenism,7 

\lhioh Peter had jus t \·Jarned against 1n 1 :14.18. 

Preisker plac~s great emphasis upon t he perfect participle 1n verse 

c:. ' 22, -.., y v, 1< o T i.. s , "purified , 11 by suu;es ting tha t t he eotual act of bap-

t ism took place between 1,21 and 1,22.8 Freisker bases hie 6pin1on on 

4Bee.re , ~. .£11. • p. 83 • 

5,W£. 

6.!lwl•, P• 84. 

7Edward Gordon Selwyn, lll! First Epistle Ill.~- Pe$er (London, 
Viacmillan & Co., Ltd, 1955), P• 149• 

BH.ans Windisch, Die Ka thol1ache.n Briete • in U@pdb!,loh g Neuep 
Testament, edited by Herbert Preisker (Tub1D8ena Verlag 1. O. B. l-1ohr 
(Eaul S iebecE), 1951), XV, 157. 
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the fact thnt sauot1ficat1on of souls ia spoken of oo a future net in 

J. :J-2l, w. i l e it i.a .s . .1firfect set in l :22. 9 Fr eiakor conaiclers the 

entixe Epistle of .!:'irst .Feter. a~ one continuous worship serv100 during 

which t ile ac !:. of bovtism took i;le.ce .10 

!n :Junmr.Jzy • the act o f baptism io implied ill l :.22 1n the perfect 

participle,; ich pointa to a definito act that has been accomplis hed . 

By 3Ubrai tting to the t=uth of t h e Gospel and to the act of baptism, the 

Chrl st i a:1 conv e .rte 0 p t:.Tify11 t heir souls. 

2:2 0 Just-born Infants 

Ver se 2 1 "Like just-bo:i:-n infe.nts yeo.rn for tbc pura Llilk ot the 

.,ord th.'.lt you wa y gcow up by 5.t to .sa lv-ation, aceing tbat you have tasted 

tbcl t the lord is s r aciouo. " The implied bap tismul reference ic in tha 

phr a se , ~> > p"t1'<f11v 11T0S fief<f.) 11 , 11l ike just-born i nfants." Thio ie 

the only use o f ~ fl T , V f v v ~ ~o s :i.n the Ne..-1 Tes tamer.at a nd 1 t ~ eans 

" newborn .. nll Th o i~pootle in t h.G verse is ursing h i.a readers t o t;row to 

spiritual .II!,'.lturity by means o f tho milk of the :·;ord . The p icture is that 

of an i n f a nt cravi.o,t6 tor ito Mother 's miU •• a nd so the recent converts 

should crave a nd erow !Jl t h e '.iord. 

The ,phrase , "like · just-born ir.1.fa.11.ts, 11 watches the t hought of the 

participles u eed in l:J,2J which speak o f Tceeneration and oow birth.12 

9:rb id., PP• 156 • .57. 

lOrb:ld., P• 157• 

ll·,1111iam li' . l lrl'ldt and \Ji lbur Gingrich, A Qreek-Ep.gJish LQxigQJ. 9l. 
!!lJ! ~ Testoment COhioagos University oi' Chiaego Press, 1957), P• 110. 

R. c. H. Lenski, lhs?. ;nter12rett!tion a-' .lla. Epi§tles ~- Pote,, ~-
1.s?l!n fill5! ~. bl,~ (Colwnbu.ss ;!e.rtburg Preas, c. l9lo), P• 78. 



The aaeooiation or this phrase with baptiam lies 1n the concept o~ 

"rM>irth," wherob:r th~ reoantly con·-rerted and baptized believers oa.n be 

considered "babes in the f'a!th. 11 Beare states that the phrase collld 

hardly be used with S.."lY appropriateness ot the genel'Sl body o f Christituls 

in the provi.L'J.ces rutJotioned in the; salutotion, w1oh had been established 

same ti!irty y~a.ra before 1 on t.he \lther he.nd , the words are ~holly appropri­

ate to deeoribe t ha condition or oonvarts who had jnst been reo~ivet\ 1.nto 

the church by ba;rl:iS!ll. 
13 

'l'h13 verse, 212, eign1fiC£,ntly appears ill the Introit tor the tirst 

SurJ.day a.ft er Easter , ~1Jilasimod9£3er!l:ll• On this Sunde.( the newly baptized 

in 'the early Chul'ch reaoi7eu Hol,r Communion tor the r11.~at time. 

In surr,mu·y , the ph.rese c1oee not present a. doctrinal matter but A 

graphic p icture of those who recently entered the covenant relationship 

with God througll a "rfJbirth" in baptism. 

2ilO, God'D Peo_ple by Mercy 

Since throl.LBh baptism mun enters God• s coTenant • there 1a another 

implied r~ference in 2:10, nyou who were onoe no people are now a peop1e 

or God; you who knew nothing or mercy have nov experienced moray.a 

Through 'bapti&l'.l mankind is b.:>rn again , caupletely ch0ll8ed into a new 

people of C.Od • and the.>' also ex9ar1ence the meroy of God in Christ their 

Savior. It is only through baptism that mankind can become the people ot 

Verse lOa retleets Exodus 19•5, "Now therefore, it you will obey JD¥ 

voice and keep JD¥ coveneAt, you shall be my own poase:.ssion anong all 

peopleG; for ell tho eartiJ. is mine." The ac,yen,ant rele.tioash.lp coupled 

l.3J3.are, 9.ll• s.il•. p. 88. 
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wi'th obedience mnd,;1 tho Xsraelitea Go,1•s owD poaeeesion. Through baptism 

r 0.ferences to th e I-Thou rala tionship with in the Cld Testa.me lt connant 

ere J er. 7: 23; 11:3-4; 24:7; Ezek. 11:20; J7s26-27; Zech. U:8. 

veirs e 1.0... r oflect o t.!'lc deso't'i,lrliion of tile covenant Cod c! Exodus 

33 WJ d 34. I n cha p t e;i:;:- JJ God e i;r~as to l 'enew the covenant vt i th Israel 

a;:..d them reV6al::: Iiil:r,ael ;.' to Moe.us. In 33,19 God proolaims His name as 

"l -wUl b e ara c iou s to wtcm l will be srac1ous, a nd will show mercy on 

who!!i I will ailov mGrcy. " II. chu_ptox J4, where God renews the covenant, 

God proc l aiI)1...s }{iffi,90lf to ri,oaes on ;:.1011nt Sinai as cThe .L.ord, the I.ord, 

a God me r-cif u l and c:,r1=1oic ue;. • n • • Baptism is the ?llo6A8 whereby man 

e :xpcrioncc s t he ~ e r .::y o f God , .;h on Goel for Christ' s aaice accepts him 

i n t o :us spi ritual kingdo.n. 

316, Children of Sarah 

V'erac 6. "Of h l;,)r you have beco?ne children as you keep doing good and 

do not b ecome terrified victims of intimidation." This 1...iplied reference 
~ :, I I 

l i e s in t ue words, 11s e ye: v'll/ e11 n TllO'i:t • "vhoa-9 children you became. 11 

In its l arGer cont~xt it i n in the section addressed to the wives, 311-6. 

l n vv. 5-6 Sarah 1s praasnt~d as the "f-'.i'ot.b.er" of all w~en ot hope. 

'I'o b e alile to asoocia te t his phrase ~ith. baptism depends U.!,'\011 tbe 
;:, I I 

interpretation of e.'i E. 'l'l<J 9">J ,e. , aorist of y, vo)ILC\f. Boore, cites two 

possibilities .14 It lll3¥ be take.n as a timeless or gnomic aorist, vh1ob 

would interpret it as• •~you .show yourselves true <laaEh!.8l."'8 ot S&rah." 

Or it could ba taken as pi:t.St ti.ale, "you l ,aC5.lle her da~ters. p In the 

lattor aenae the phras& oould r~ter to baptia:n, whe~ the b~lievi.Dg vaaea 

l4llwl., .P• 130. 



embraced their faith ond became members of the spiritual household. 

4 ,3, Fomer IJ.fe ot J~vil How a Closed Chapter 

Verso 3, "li'or the time that has nO'.r paosed was quUe lons e.noush 

for you to hove ~orked out and praotioed the wishes ot the heathen as you 

walked i n a cts o: public indecency, in the pursuit ot lust• in the 

drinking of wine, 1n revelry, in drinking bouts, and la111less acts ot 

i dol a try. ~ The ~ lied baptiamal reference 1n this pasaeee 11ea in the 

t hree porr~cts , the i t> ~ onine; and t h eir force. kll three em.,hasize that 

t he old way of' l i fe i s o. past thine. The three perfects are 
I 

1. lT °'-e E.. /\ 17 >. u B~ s , perfect active pa rticiple of 1TQ.e ce )(,,O JA-~I, 

I 

"pass , paas by. 0 'l'be subject of t h i s ped'ect 113 ~ f o'lo ~ , 11t1me.•1 "The 

time t bat hes n ou paooed " i a s e t over aga inst 11 t he time that is left to 

you " ( lp 2) . -:.:'h e point of' t h ia p ori'ect is thnt "the conversion to Christ 

d i v i des t heir past l i f e vhich bas been mi s directed and misspent :from 

·th e ir r emD.ininc:- <loyo upon earth which are to be dedicated to 1.he only 

t rue gooa . ulS 

' 2 . Ko.. r e. 1 C' '{Q. rr 8 a., 
I 

, perfect middle infinitive of l<..C\. Tc e 'y°'- ~ O,L.L~, 

"br1D.B about, produce, work out. " The direct objects of this verb are 

t hos e t h ings 'l:lhich characterized t he former lUe of the readers. 'l'hese 

evil a ctions are ''the lusts of your :f'omer ignorwice• which :Pe,er warns 

against 1n l:l4,. 
I 

rre.n-oe el1)'\,t.:'lOIJS, perfect _particip le ot 

duct oneself, live, walk. " This verb em,phaaized that the~ '"practicecP 

t h e lusts ot evil i n t heir daily lives. 

In sUDIIIElry, iiho three perteoto emphasize the thought t hat the past 

l.5 DJ,.g., P• 154• 
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l:ite ot ?et er•s :readers is a closed chapter, and this 00t.1ld Tffey clearl.7 

point to thoi r baptism when they were born again to a new life. Beare 

saya, 6 The language here indicates once again that those who are addresaed 

stand precinoly at t he t urning-point of lite which is marked by bap t1an • • 16 

The following in.sights on boptiam a.re derived from theee implied 

references . By submittinu to t h e truth of the Goapol and to the act of 

bapti::m1, t he v"hrintien converts, aa children of te.ith and of Cod's 

household, have purified their souls, become the people ot God and heTe 

receivoJ mercy. In t his relationship with God their former life of evil 

is o closed and forgotten chapter, end they now feed and grow on the 

1,ord. 



First ~'etar l:J- 4zll :.'.'eads like a baptiamal hc:mily. The hcoily as a 

whole s peaks of t he nature of the Qiriatian's new lite. N.en baa entered 

into o. n et1 velG.tionsbip t·Jith God , \11th the rooul t thot a complete turn~ 

about hae te.ke.11 pla ce in man. Ma n ba a been reborn , and this takes place 

in ba p t is111. Th i s n e\1 beginning in one's life requires now attitudes and 

responaibili t i os to11ard God , tot1ard fellow belieYers , and. toiio.rd society 

in general . !J.l of theee oblisations are clearly spelled out and neatly 

arrang ed within the hanily. Furthermore , the homily contains four spe­

cific ref er~ncoa io baptism and many implied references . There is also 

miden ce within the homily of in..<!tractional material for baptismal candi• 

dates as used in the early Church . 

The bept1am.ol hanily is set 11,ithin the framework of a new covenant 

rela tionship with God. Tile essential elements and tenninoloa of the 

origL--ial Old Tostament covenant a.re mentioned. This new coTenant was 

established by God t hr<>UGh the sprinkling of the blood ot Christ. Those 

'111ithin the oovenant a1·e "God ' s ohoae.u people , a royal priesthood , a holy 

nation, God • s poosesaion. • '.].'hey e:iperience the forgiveness of their 

sins through Gh rist , and as a.s.su.reci of an eternal illhcritance with God 

1n Hoaven . Man• o obligations are obedie.DCe to God , holinees modeled 

after the holiness ot God , and e :f'aithtul witness of God ' s glory and 

praise to others. For Uew Testament Christians man entera this new 

relationship with God by the r i te ot baptism. 

'l'he specific references to baptiam are the toll aii1ns a 
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1 . A rebirth , I11rot I 'eter 1 ,.3 ,23. Thi s c.1et:cribes a oomplet e t l'ans-

formation of man , 111hich is ot di"f'ino origin , a ccompl ished through the 

reeurrec~don o i: J'eous Christ frcm the dead , and through the; instrumental 

means o f the livi ng a nd abiding i'lord or God . 

2 . Death t o sin , 11"'ira t Pe t e r 2,24.. Through bo.ptism u_ian dies to sin 

and i e enabl cl to live 't:he new; lif e in ri~teouanesa. 

3 . Type o f the Flood , Firot .Peter J 121 . -later ;,,as the 1nstrw:aent 

wh i ch aaved Noah , and wat e r al.so s avea the Christians in baptism. ..-\lso 

t he Chri stians in ~ot0r •s day who received baptism correspond to Noah 

and h is fami l y i n t he ark. 

4. .?ledge to God , l?il'.·s t Pete r 3, 21 . Ba ptism is the pladge ot a 

eood cousoience to,1ard God . 

The imp l i e d refo1·cnces to baptism are t h e following s 

l . Chi l dren ot obedie.noe , First .Peter 1,14. Through bapt ism beliners 

a l.'e "c h i ldren II o f t he neu covenant; they are j ust beginning a n ew lite 

i n a r ola t ionshi p with God who requires their obedience. 

2 . ~ou.l~ purified by obcdienoe to the truth , First Peter l 122 . By 

sub:nit ting t o t he truth of 'the Gos pel and t o tho a c t of baptiam, man 

upurifiea ~ h i s soul . 

3. Just- born inf'flUts , First .i.Jeter 2,2. As an infant craves tor its 

r~othor •s mil k , so th~ newly baptized bel ievers are led t o crave and grow 

on t he ford of \Jod. 

4. Children of Sarah , i'irst .eeter 3 ,6. Throuoh bapt1Blil the belin1ns 

wa:aen beoane the children of Sarah , the l·.otber ot all wanen ot hope. 

5. God ' s people by mercy , First .i'eter 2 110. Baptism is the means 

whereby man experiences t h e mercy ot God, whu God t or Christ • a sake 

accepts him into His spir itual Kingdom as one of His own people. 
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6. Former lite of ovil now a closed chapter. First Peter 4,3. 

'I'hrough b nptis.n the old ,1a y ot' life hes come to an end. 
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