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CHA.VJ'ER I 

A pastor on~e advised, ''Don't go over?>oa:-d for. theology! 11 This vas 

~ood advice, especially for ar. entering seminary theological st,Jdent. 

:9\.:t it ht hard to follo'l-1
• 

J-:i ti, / ·-yp l 
The little e:r·eek phrase, -,u,()S 'JP".S /If 1tr-ro.s ., found in 

Romans lC:L., is the case in point. Translated, 11Chrht is the end of the 

law,,: this simple, little phrase is profound theology thou;h Paul 'lo.Tote only 

three words. But, o.! course, there are more than t..'lree words in Rofll.ans lC:l:-­

and many more in the context of the passage--which leads us into our prable~. 

A !ew articles in various periodicals and Journals are entitlef in 

various languages with the epf~rall?fflatlc phrase--CHRIST 1HE El.'D OF ni.E l.Ai;! 

For example, one finds 1:f'fnis lesis Christus11 as the title or an article 

: eaHng l-:ith Roman~ lC:l:.l lt.nd again, 11Christus., des Gesetzes telos. 112 In 

!!:!! ~xpositor, Al~red E. Garvie, doing studies in Pauline theology., heads 

thetr: 11The End of the Law.••3 These are the key words, the very openin3 

words or ?.omar.s 10,~-- ./JOJ l"'f vftoo "J!'itr7J.s. 
nut ~hile they are the key ~ords., so that a present-day theolo;ical 

st.:::;e~t r.oted that the Jetd sh reader was doubtless as :;tart led -with the~ 

as a Christian ~ocld be today to see a bare altar with the inscriptior. 

1Erwin E. :chr.eicer, " 'ff::is lesis Christ\.:s,' Ro!'!. 10.,IJ., 11 Theologische 
Zejtschri:t 9asel, .i~ (l~!L), !.lC.-22. 

2:'elix FlucJdger., 11Christus, des Gesetzes telos,'! Theologische Zeit­
schrH"t nasel, XI ( l ~~S) , 15J-57. 

3/dfred c. Garvie, "~tudies fr, the Pauline Theology: The End oi the 
Law, 1• The Expositor, VIII (1°09), 3)-118. 
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11000 IS DEAD, 11 they are not the only words or the verse. The entl re verse 

reads: -rf},..s ot ~ ft,,.}g,r 1' ~~;For Christ 11 the 

end of the la.w P.'J~ Q1GHTEOUS'NESS") -,r«l/'Tt "1'_,u 77itlr£vPllr< ( "to everyone 
' that BELIEV-.t.S 11 ) • 

Thus Christ did n:>t end the law--perfod! In spite of th~ legalism in 

1-'is and Paul's day and in snite :>f' tt-.e prevailing idea or seeking righteous­

ness by means of t h~ law among t he Jews, t he anostle is not ~latly declar­

in~ t ~at Christ ~~ded the law. It is the care o~ the writer to IIIBke this 

clear . It is also the intention of the writer to make clear what 11 lav11 in 

R'Jrr:ans 10:~1 and in what sense Christ ended that law. Our invest! gation will 
l I r. , 

deal i~ depth with the wor d! 1i:Aa.r and ";/IPS , bringing in Ol(ill'WJII? 

and -,,;r;,s as they shed light. on our key phrase, "CHRIST THE SND OF n& 
LA'tl. 11 1·1e will deal with the context of Ro111ans 10:b; the Pauline corpus; 

other passages of Ne"' and Old Testament; the opinions of other interp!'eters. 

Finally , there will 1:>e a concluding statement. 

The phrase, 11GC'D IS DEJl.0 1
11 takes on significance when we add, "God is 

dead !'or the rich marJ," or "God is dead as f'ar as the unbeliever is con­

cerned. " So the w'Jrds, "Christ is the end :,f the law," take on their true 

si~nificance i n the light of the righteousness of those who believe in 

Jesus.~~ 

~o.,an~ lC: 10 uses 7fl~F.7IJ(t c/s _,°"1IJI': "/lor in the heart n:a~ 
BELIEVSS FOR RIGHTE0L&JSSS ••• 11 supp,rt(ng the \•iew t hat !'ighteousncss 
end fai th are vi t al t o our unrlerstanding the end of t he law. 



CHA?TE.'C! II 

I 
~e will start with the Greek word,~~~, askins how Christ ~isht ~e 

t :1e S}~ -:Jf the law. "hiiF ~reek ,;or~ poses a prozle~. :or t.he:-e are at 

lea5t two alte.::-.ati'\:e "'eaning! (and others as t.e shall see ir. a ... Dl'!ent) 

1,;hich present the exegete with a choice in this verse. The~• are Christ 

the TERr-"P.!TJS of the law or Christ the GOAL or f'1.n..FILU'1E?!T of the law. 

In ~omans 3: 31, after declaring that the righteousness of God has been de­

clared apart fro~ the law (3:21) and through faith (3:22), Paul goes on 

to say that this does not destroy the law ("God forbid! 11) ~ut estal:llshes 

it. This would seem to rule out TT"..:.Rlf:INUS and call !"or GOAL as interpre­

tat io~. In Romar.s 6:lh, ?aul states that we are not ender law but under 

srace; he then ;oes on to talk about the "law of the Spirit of life ln 

Christ Jesus" (~ol'lan5 f'. :2). Likewise he writes to the !:ale.tfans ~ot:t !"ul­

f fllins t he law of Chri5t (6:2) and to the Corlnthiar.s ~ot:t beins ur.oer 

the law t o Chri.st {l Corinthians 9:21). This would seer to indicate TE.~ D!US, 

I n 2 Corinthia~s J, there is a contrast between the two covenants~ Old 
I. 

a::c !.ew , where the word Ti:P.J co..,es ir.to play (3 :13). ?-:ere again there. is 

a stror,g sense of Tcm':I!!T..'S, one covenant being abro~ated for another. I!' 

1,,e rray reach oct 5! :ie the F'auline cc.rr-,us for a l'IDnent, \:e recall the word5 o! 

Thi nk ~ct that I am come to destroy the law or the 
prophets; J am r.ot. cor;e to destroy but to !"ul!"i 11. 
For verily! ~ay ur.to you, Till heaven ar:d earth 
pass, or.e Jot or one ti ttle shall in no wise pass 
fro~ t ~e law till all be fulfilled. 
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iie rr.lght. ask, r:1r Christ. has f'ul.filled the law, has It then temlnated? 

I!: thf,s what. Paul 111eans fo F.0111ans lC:h?" 
I 

An exploratior. or t.he word T~~S In various ??ev Testament passages 

reveal! t.he !ollowlng usage: Luke 1:33, "And he shall reign ••• and of 

hh kingc!0111 there shall be no END." 1 Peter l;:7, "!rut. the END or all t.h!r.5s 

f s at i:and. 11 2 Corf nthians 1: 13, 11For we write • • • and I trust. ye shall 

acknot•:led~e even to the E!-!D. 11 In these passases r/:;J,s f s used In the sense 

of T~?.'~I~LWS. A~~ there are others: Jesus loved P.ls disciples unto the 

E?!!l (John 13:1); Jesus told His disciples they would be hate~ for P.ls sake 

but he that endured to the £MD would be saved (Matthew 10:22; ?'.at.the¥ 2~:l, 

13 are also about enduring to the £ND). 

In other passages we detect a ~f!!erent kind of meaning in _,,.~DS 

Luke 22 :37, 11For I say unto you, that U·.is that is written m~st yet. be 

accomplished in ?-'e, and He was rec~oned anong the transsressors; for. the 

thir.;s concernins JJ!e have an END. 11 1 ?imothy l:~, 11?lo1-1 the :c.?JD of the com­

~and~ent is cha~ity out of a pure heart and of a good conscience and o! 

!"aith ur.feigned. n 1 Peter l:~, 11Receiving the £?JD of your faith, even the 
I. 

salvation of .your souls. 11 In these pa!:sa;es ~AAS' has the force of goal., 

fulfillrer.t. The thJ~gs written a!;out Jesus, the co~~andMer.t, faith have 

a :;oe.1 o:- !ul!illl'l!er.t tc,.•ard ,-,~lch they run. 

In two pa!sages, one from Romans ane another from l Peter, it would 
I 

appear that 1,£ADS would ?>ear the translation "result. 11 Rofllans 6:21-22, 

i~'hat fruit ha~ ye ther. in those thl r.gs wt,ereo!' ye 
are now asha~ed? For the El'D of th~se thin;s is 
death. ~ut now being Made free !rom sfr., an~ be-
co~e servants t o Cod, ye have your !ruit unto holf-
r,e!s, a::-11 the END everlasting l'H'e. 

l Fet.er !::17, •!for the tJme is come that judg!'!ent must begin at the house or 

Go~; an1 if it first ~e~in at us, what shall the fil'D be of the~ that obey 
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Dodd avails himself or 1 Corinthians 9:21 and Galatians 6:2 (the 8 lav 

or Christ" passages written by Paul) plus the so-called doctrinal, hortatory 

sections o! his epistles to show that there ls a proper understanding or 

Christianity as a new law. "It is not, then, so clear, after all, that Paul 

intended to repudiate the understanding or Christianity as a new law.1171 

While Dodd understands both testaments as covenants God r.ade and ex­

oected man to !ulrill and both testaments resting on the motif of deliver­

ance: he understands the di f ference is that the New Testa~ent was written 

on man's heart. Here he recalls Jeremiah Jl and delves into 2 Corinthians 

) . Exploring the latter, he declares: 

The contrast of the "written word""and the "spirit" is 
central and crucial to the conception of the Christian 
law, and it is important to enquire what is the precise 
contrast intended.72 

Dodd sees the old covenant as down "black and white," a code of rules and 

regulations to be carried out "to the letter." He quotes Ephesians 2:15, 

"Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law or co111111andments, 

contained in -ori:l'i nances ••• 11 and declares that such are done away with 

in Christ and that in their place is a law written on the heart. 

m11ritten on the he:irt" l'!eans to Dodd that the Christian is not permittec 

simpl• to ollow his cO"'science or some subjective, inner light. Jesus 

t aught with authority. The "I say unto you" of Jesus corresponds to the 

"Thus saith the Lo!'d" of the Old Testament prophets.73 So where Dodd starts 

71~., p. M,. 
n>zbi d • , PP. liB- f.c • 

7Jlbid., p. 70. 
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to find the difference between the old covenant and the ne11 ls with the 

word, "covenant•i; and he turns to John 3:16 to see the quality or God's 

love ( 6cx~1l1 ) and the direction of l!od•s act of love, n-~• 

eternal li~e in the New Testament or Covenant. 

Here, then, is the basic st~tement of the obligation 
which the new covenant entails, in conse(!Uence of 
the divine action by which it was initiated. It is 
an obli9ation to reproduce in human action t~e (!Uality 
and the dirqcti~n of the act of God bv ~hich ve are 
saved. ?JJ • 

Dodds wants to be very sure this is not Interpreted as a "law of 

coml"landments contained in ordinances. 11 So he takes the word of Jesus to 

turn the other cheek and states that this points us in the direction o~ 

Christ--His forbearance, His patience, His unwillingness to coerce oeople. 

Dodd believes that even when we make half-frustrated efforts to overcome 

our pride in tumina the other cheek, we have obeyed Christ's command; we 

have moved with the quality of love in the direction of eternal life. 

Believing strongly that Christ gave precepts with authority and to be 

~beved, D~dd us~s the example of tithing. It can be seen in the Gospels 

t hat the orecise c.arrying out of the tithe, down t~ the tenth sprig or mint, 

could leave a person short of 1ustlce, mercy, and the love o! God. In con­

t.rast to the law of the tithe, Jesus says: 

"You cannot serve G-,r, and property." "Do not accumu­
late capital on earth." 11?Jo one who does not renoui,ce 
everything he has 9ot can be my disciple." "Sell all 
you have and give alms, and so provide yourselves with 
purses that 1,,1111 nevP.r wear out." "Give to everyone who 
asks. 1175 

7!.i~., p. 71. 

7~Ibid., p. 76. 
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These statemel"lts are clear, says Dodd. They are to be taken ser­

iously. They are to be obeyed. But ve cannot share the rich young 

man's verdict that we have successfully kept them but ve ll!USt rather press 

forward with Paul toward the mark and for the prize. We have the quality, 

of l~ve, the direction of eternal life, hut not as yet the attainment. 

It t.u!'ns oot., then, that the law of Christ works 
bv set tint u~ 2 process wit~in us which is itself 
ethical activity. ~is precepts stir the imagina­
t ion, arouse the conscience, challenge thought, 
and give imo~tus to the will, issuing in action.76 

Dood concludes by stating that the law of Christ ls at,plicable to 

nations and 9over nme1"1ts as well as members of the Church; that as the God of 

creation is also t.he God of redemption, so the law of Christ ls the law of 

creation; that the Church must establish a discipline for its own members 

and pronounce in Christ's Name moral judpments upon human conduct beyond 

its own melllbershio; that we need the grace of God even to try to begin to 

fulf ill the law of Christ; and that the Gospel cannot be understood apart 

f rom its ethical implications. 

76Ibid., p. 77. 
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SUMMA.~ A.'ID CONCLUSIONS 

It is apparent that the tension in the Romans lC:L passage rests with 

the GreP.k '1,tO!'tiS 7~M and v~~ . 1"tle,s requires an under-
/ 

s t andin~ ~r TER?-llNATION and/or G(l~L while V?()J re~ires an answer to 

t he ~est f ons, 111-Jhat is meant by · law? How is the law terrii nated or ful­

filled? 11 This immediately drives us into the conteY.t of the verse; into the 

chapters of Romans that form a contextual entity with Romans 10:L; indeed 

into the epistle of Pomans, the epistle of Galatians, other letters o! Paul 

where he speaks of the law and Christ. 

~very exegete and theologian ~st conclude that Paul is addressing a 

problem peculiar to the Romans in his time. The fulfilling of the law, do­

ing its works, had beco~e a very real choice for righteousness. Yet our 

study has indicated that this was not only a problem then but also before 

Christ came (see Gutbrod 1s study in Chapter III) and since (Luther's day, 

for examole). Therefore we conclude that it is a problere of human nature, 

f lesh-and-blood. It is a oroblere today with us, that is, our flesh, too, 

s~eks r i phteousness bef ore God by ~orks of the law. Paul therefore rele­

" ant ly speaks to our day and age i n Rotr.ans 10:h, though so many seel"I ~bliv­

i ous of God, much less their relationship to Him! 

Since Paul is addressing an acute problem (of Justification either by 

works of t he law or throuph faith in Christ) to the Romans, it must also be 

conc luded that he slants his view of the law. He must. Just as an evangel­

ist slants his words in attempting to stir up the Spirit of witnessing among 
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a conpregati on of Christians, Paul has slanted his words about the law to 

the Roman congregation. He does not say all about the law that can be said. 

He does not because he is attacking a problem that requires only what must 

be said about the TERM!NllTION Of' niE LA\' AS A WAY OF RIGHE..'"IUSNESS TO 00D. 

This is exactly what he does in Romans 3:19 ("that every mouth n:ay be 

~t ~pped"), slanting his use of the law to render us sinners; to TERr.INATE 

any and all self-justification in God's sight. James, on the contrary, 

at tacks the equally serfous matter of a dead !aith, urges the works of the 

law, and g~es so far as to say, "Ye see then how that by works a man is 

_iust ified, and not by f aith only" (James 2:2L). The problem, the situation, 

r equire it! 

Theref ore Paul does not do Justice to the best of Judais~, the faith­

f ul of his day and previous days for whom the law was not a way of Justifi­

cat ion. The remnant were not keeping the Torah for the sake of rule-keeping 

and merit- earning , but sfmply because they were obedient to Jahweh in whom 

they believed and trust ed . John Bright, pointinp out the good stuff of which 

Juda isre was made, speaks t o our day in these words: 

Repelled by all legalism, we have come close to the 
point of apologizing for any duty religion seems t o 
involve, nay, have of fered a religion almost without 
the demand ~f duty at all. Can it be said that in 
casting of! all religious duty, we have ended up ad­
mittinp no duty--save to ourselves? It is time that 
we heeded the lesson of the Holy Commonwealth: that 
religion, aside from all that it does for man, lays 
before him a duty and demands that he do it. Christian­
ity does involve duty. And that duty is to obey Goo, 
not in general and as it is convenient, but in every 
1etail and without exceptions. On this account , it is 
t.o be f ear ed, scribe and Pharisee will enter t he King­
dom of God ahead of us.77 

77John Briaht, The Kinfdom of God_ (New York, Nasltvllle: P.bingdon­
Cokesbury Press; 19~3), p.77. 
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In The Cost of Disc!oleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer speaks eloquently or the 

same need for obedience in our day. 

But the duty we need to be reminded of does not come by a reminder 

from the law of ~oses, which law embraced not only the ten commandments but 

all the rules and regulations of civil law that God gave Israel (compare 

Numbers 19:lL; 31:::?l where Torah i.s 1JSed for the law when a man dies in a 

tent and law of man in battle).* A new era began with Christ. The law of 

~oses which embr aces all t hat God ~mposed by letter--moral, political, cere­

monial--terminated with the new covenant so clearly prophesied by Jeremiah 

01 : 31) and others • The new era brought the Holy Spirit of power, spoken of 

in Acts, spoken o! hy ?aul in Romans 6, spoken of and understood in the 

parenet ic sections of his epistles. It was the Holy Spirit (not the law!) 

by whi ch J esus• disciples were empowered to do the Father's will . 

The law with its negative emphasis of "Thou shalt not," revealing sin, 

cruc ify i ng the sinner, has been succeeded by the positive emphasis or the 

Spiri t of Joy, l ove, peace, and others (Galatians 5). Christ who was cru­

c i fied for us and r ose f rom thP. dead brought this all about: 

Christ is t he end of the " omological existence and 
thereby also the originator of a new exist ence. Be­
cause God has accepted the atonement of the guilt 
of a ll, that guilt is now expiated. Henceforth there 
can be a guiltless eY.istence which is no longer subject 
to r et ribut i on and t o death. Those who saw him die 
f ound t hat inconceivable because under the la¥, whose 
final ~oerat ion they witnessed, it was impossible. They 
only underst ood it when they saw the risen Christ. ne 
too can henceforth only encounter the risen Christ.7 

*2 Esdras l L :21--"J:'or t hv law has been burned, and so no one knows the things 
1,1h ich have beer d~n; or-wi 11 be dnne by thee. 11 A hi phly r evealing passage 
r~om the Apocr}'p~a where the law e~braces hoth history and prophecy. 

78Elert, p . 101., . 
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Paul did not know that his blameless ll!e (Philippians 3:6) accord­

ing to thP. law was of no account until God intervened with His grace. 

Werner Elert declares: 

Paul did not arrive at his conclusions, however as 
the result of his study of the laws. As long as he 
was a Pharisee he mtderstood the law as a Pharisee. 
He did not owe his insight to the personal instruction 
of Christ; in that sense he was never a disciple. It 
came to him when the crucified a"d risen Lord called 
him completely out of his law-bound existence.79 

It is in this li3ht, I maintain, that ~e 111Ust understand Paul's words in 

?,;,mans 7: 10, "And the commandment, which was ordainee ~o U!e, I found t.o 

be unto death." In his law-bound existence Paul saw the commandment and 

law leading t o life. "Under ; race," vh=ited by the risen Christ, Paul 

understood that the law only appeared to lead to life but really led to 

deat.h. In Deuteronomy 6:25; 21::13, Moses speaks of civil righteousress. 

9ut Moses knew that the law could not really give life: 

Take this bo~k of the law and put it in the side of 
the ark of the c,;,venant of the Lord your God that it 
may be there for a witness against thee. For I know 
thy rebellion and thy stiff neck; be!ore, while I am 
yet alive with you this day, ye have been rebellious 
against the Lord; and how much more aft.er my death? 
(Deuteronomy 31:26) 

~erner Elert, who provided many insights into this problem or the END 

OF TI-IE LA!,' , wi 11 be fl!Y next-to-last spokesman. This quote has much to say 

to the practical matter of parish preaching and ministry: 

If Christ is to gain power ~er men, he himself must 
be nreached and that ~ord of God differs from the law 
of retrfbution. The true missfon of the church begins 
here. 0nly ~hen it Is carried out in this spirit do 
we enter into the re?lity of the kin~dom of Go~ in which 
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forgiveness, not retaliation, prevails, mere the 
entire legal order ls i.nvalldated.80 

A beloved pastor-friend, the Rev. Fred Loose., whose friendship and. 

insights f.nto the Scri_pture have enrf ched my parish ministry, will hav~ 

the last word. He has emphasized this at 111any local pastoral conferences: 

"The law said, 'The soul that sinneth it shall die. 1 Christ said, 'The 

soul that sinneth it shall live. 111 He 111Bde it very easy to see that Christ 
I / ~ 

~ FULFILLED ( TbA~ ) and TER?-4.INATEO ( 7lAE.W ) what the ros 
said. 
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