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to the support of tho university teaching was not looked upon ae 
dfverting them from their original plU'pose. Vienna, Heidelberg, 
K~ln, Erfurt, as well as later foundations, Basel, Greifswald, 
lngolstadt, and Rostock, were all provided \.rl.th an income in the 
same way. At the same time Wittenberg was one o:f the first Ger­
man univer sities whi ch was based, not upon a papal buJ.l, but upon 
an Imperial charter. Iu the document, ·dated July 6th, 1502, which 
gave permission to teach and gi•ant degrees in all faculties, l.!axi- · 
milian declares the protect ion of all sciences to belong to the 
head of the Empire, \7hose duty it is •to provide for the happy 
pr ogress of knowledge, good art s, and liber al studies, that they, 
drarm from the fountain of Divine Wisdom, may make our subjects 
mor e apt t o the admini strat i on of the common-weal, to foresight 

· in t he pr ovision of thinJs necessary to lii'e.• Nevertheless, there 
was no intention of dispensing with t he, blessing of the Church. 
Cardinal Raymond, in an instrument which alludes to the Imperial 
char t er d .:ready granted, ccni'irmeo. the founc1a tion of the Uni var­
sity ., and, in virtue of the plenary powers entrust~d to him by Pope 
Alex-.ander VI , especially established in it the p:dyilege of &;-rant­
ing degrees in Theology and Cazion. La,1. But this did not satisfy 
the pi ous scruples of Freder ick, and a bull issued by Pope Julius 
II on t he 26th of June~ 1507 once more confirmed all that had al-
1·eady been done, and 6·ave the highest ecclesiastical sanction to 
the er.do,'fment of the University out of the property of the Church.· 

This was chiefly effected by a union between the University 
and the College of All Saints which had its seat i n the Castle 
Church ~ I t s head was converted into e Dean; under him were �~� 
Archdeacon and Canon, each of whom enjoyed a separate pr ebend or 
benefice, and each had to undertake fixed teaching du.t ies i.'1 the 
Univer·sity. They were in all 'l\1alve: tllree Theologians, fo·1.1r 
Juri sts, f ive Masters of Arts uho had recsived a philosophical 
t raining. Other endomnents f ollOi'lsd upon this: bot h Fre-darick 
and his brother and .successor John kept an open hand to the Uni .. -.. 
v ,:,rsity whi ch they had founded. In 1508 the statutes by ,rhich it 
·was t o be governed were enacted; they had been drawn up by Scheurl., · 
w.ho received .t en gulden f or his remuneration. They did not pr oc·eed 
from t he University i t self; they were a code o:f laws enacted by the 
Elector, upon the advice of hi::; councillor s, and imposed by him up­
on t he neu L"lstitution. They established the University as a cor ... 
por ution , wi t h a Rector at its head, dhd.ded into :fol.ll" f aculties, 
each of whom was presided over by a Dean.. There were no •nationa'J 
unconcious of the coming concour"se from all parts· o:f Europe, the 
f our1de1's t hought olicy of a High Sehool for Electoral Sa.icocy and 
Thuringi a. What was peculiar was the institution of four •studii 
@nez:alis Rei'ormatores ,.• the Rector and three others, w4o wer e to 
stand at the head of everyth.i.ng in the Elector's place, and to whom 
he gave •supr eme and absolute power of evecy kind.' But this office 
seems to have fallen into decay before twenty years had passedJ 
pr obably the "dignit y of those who held it was overshadowed by the 
solid authority of Luther and Melanchton. The connection of the 
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University with established religion was drawn very close; the 
Castle Church was its church; its pulpit the .place vrhere the axer .. 
cises were read; its door the board to which academical notices 
\7ere affixed. The University was solemn~ consecrated to God and 
His immediate Mother. Augustine was adopted as the patron saint 
of the whole institution: Paul of the theological, Ivo of the 
legal 1 Cosmas and Damiam of the medical,, Catharine of the arts 
faculty. o o • 

416 student s matriculated in 1502_under the rectorate of Mar­
tin Pollich. In 1503 this number fell to 390; in 1504 to 271; in 
1505 t o :t.27. In 1506 a pestilence compelled the removal of the 
University t o Herzberg, and it v1as not till 1508 that the nurnber 
of mat.:riculo.tions again rose to 1'79. In May 1507 Christophe:~ Sche­
url was elected Rector. o •• ~Mlogy~ her~~_fi,y-9.-Rrofe;:i.::...,. 
~ .'..§ _ _.2f __ VJ@ Ph thr_ee._.are_ knovm_i&._1l~.by __ nall!_e , ...§..~)lP.itz, P.o.)JJ.cb.., -~~IE 
-~r1lt:ve_t t_er. In canon law there are seven, Scheurl' s name apPearing 
aga i n; There are fo1.u· teachers of medicine. • • • A.msdorf • • • 
hea ds a list oi' nine philosophical teachers, of whom the second is 
• • • Car lstadt. How lit tle ti:1e Universi·~y was ye.t emancipated 
from old methods of t eaching may be inferred from the .fact that 
the former is announced as lecturing 'in ~ ~, t the la t;l:,er 
'i~ vi@. §.. J'h:qJ!l,a,1a.' When vie come to polite letters i'le find that 
Balthazar Pha-::cus proposes t o read Virgil's Eneid, Valerius MaximAA, 
and Sallust's ~~rtalicus, and a poe·m of bis own on the site of 
Wit tenberg. And that is all .. There is no Greek, no Hebrew, no 
hist ory, and only such physics as philosophy and medicine can pro­
vide them. A list of five extraordinary lecturers in philosoplcy', 
a nd as many 'in litteris secular;bus' - the subject s of whose in­
struction are not given - cl oses t.~e meagre programme.33. 

In looking for teachers for his new University, FredEu·ick Hconsult­

ed with Wimpina and anot her Leipzig professor', Pollich von 1.iellerstadt, 

and ultimat,ely decided to call tha latter to be the head of the new. i 

schoo1. u34 Ile_ a_l so ~g-great .£9~i~e~.e in -~l~e- ~l:?;Q,_j;t,y and.. judgments of .· 

StauEi~_e,_ 'q__~m h~ _made J ?e~~ .2f -~e _ ~5.~l?g!ca_l _facu;J,:~y ~ ~pit.z l~__c_­

tui·ed very little at the University bec~ e ~j.j~er..s_o.f'-.the -Orde~ *took -----.---~--- ---~ ... _ ... _________________ _ 
too much of his time. He was elected Dean cf the theological .faculty ------------·--- ... 

33Beard, .2E.• ill•, pp. 166-174. 

34v1a H. T. Dau, ~ Great Renunciation: Leaves from~ Stor:y .2t 
Lut her's Life (st. Louis,. Mo .• : Concordia Publishing House, 1921), P•. 29. 
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again in 1508. On October 18 of that year, at the beginning of these­

mester, ;1e was still in Munich on official business, and it ie vary 

doubtful whether he ret urned in time to take up his classes. 1•1t. is 

possible t hat he did not appear in t he town at all du.ring his deanship~ 

or that he was t here only for brief' visits. 1135 As a professor in the 

classroom he was 11-venerated by his studentfl .n.36 

Already when he accepted t his second term as Dean he had for some 

time made up his mind to retire as soon as he found a person qualified 

to take his place, and someone not occupied so much with ou·cside work 

so t hat he could spend his entire time at the Univeraity.37 

Staupitz used his authority and ini'luenee as Vicar-General to gain 

student s for the new University, at least during its first year of 

existence. He collectad p:romising young monks from many of the mon­

asteries under his jurisdiction and enrolled then as studenta.38 

After his resignation from the faculty in 1512, Staupitz still re-
~ -

mained on th~ most frie:nclly terms ,tltL the Elector. Ee was sent on 

several missions. One of them took him to the Netherlands to collect 

relics for the ne\V Castle Church which the Elector had built at Wi tte,'l­

berg. 39 The Elector also employed him with great success as his emissary 

35Boehmer, .9E• cit., pp. 51.52. 

3~'Clintock and Strong, .21?.• £ll., Po 998. 

37Kuiper, .2:2• cit-., p. 134 • 

.38r. M. Lindsay, ! Hi stocy: 9.f ~ J.wfor mation (New York: Ch.al'les 
Scribner's Sons, 1931), I, p. ~06. · 

3%1Aubigne, .22• ill•, p. 190. 
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in the various courts of the lend.40~ 

When Luther was established as his successor as prof"easor of theo• / 

logy, Staupitz devoted his time to the duties of' his office as Vicar• 

General. He neva1· was too interested ill educational work from the be­

ginni ng) but preferred to devota himself to visiting the monasteries of 

his Order. In 1514 he was in the Netherlands. In 1516 he visited the 

· Augusti..vua:na along the Lowo1· Rhine and in Belgium. These houses offer­

ed a nwide field for the cliasemination of his evangelistic principles 

and f or the i nculcation of' the type of spir:i.tual life that he repre ... 

sented .. 1141 

Vihen he ,m s not makin.g these tours of duty he resided in 1/iunich, ~ 

Salzburg, and especially in the city of Nuremberg. In this latter city 

he was in. cJ.ose contac.t w5.th such men aa Christopher Soheurl, Hierony­

mus Pi r kheimer and Albracht Durer.42 Muremberg had for a long time been 

the center of 1'hummstic life and thought •••• Here he was always VJ81-

comed by a circle of devout and intelligent I!len ••• who terned tnem• 

selves into o •staupitzian Society'~: nd as such discussed m.t.-h the ut­

most freedom, u."lder his guidance, t.'lle grest questions. of life and doc~ 

trine thnt \1ere agitating men's minds. Her.a Staupitz was looked upon,V ,. 
to use t he language of one of the members of the society, •as 3 disciple, 

nay as the very tongue of Paul,' aa ·'a herald of the gospel and a gen-

-------
L:J)u1J.Jruaru.1, 22· ~-, p. 235. 

41Ne•mnan, .2E.•· m• 1 p. L.6. 

42c1emen, .2E• g,il .. , p. 7l.-
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uine divine. 1 'The foremost people of Nuranb&rg, • says this contempora­

ry~ regarded him as 1 the one who should free Israel,t that is to say, 

should lead to a general reformation of the church. 11143 Thie human- / " 

is tic circle later, under the le<1dership of WenoesJ.aus Link, gave Luther 

enthusiastic support.44 

He was attracted to Salzburg by "tha cunning of cardinal Matthe.1 

Lang. 11 He became . p:;..•eacher to the cardinal an.d his colt1't in 1519. In 

l520-he_i:asigned his position ns Vicar-General of the Au.:,.austinian Order L--­

of Gei'm~ny and joined" the Benedictine Order at Snlzbuxg. In 1522 he 

,vas appoill'~ed the abbot of St. Peter's mo11astery in that city m1tl took 

tho name John IV, and 11 subsequently '3'BS made vicar and suffragan to the 

cardinal-archbishop Lang.111~5 He died on Decen1bei' 28, 152!> as a result L----" 

of a stroke of opople~.46 He was buried in the small graveyard of the 

monastery. 11A large artistic slab, bearing his coat-of-arms, covers his 

remains in the chapel of St. Vitus, and an elagant epitaph, composed in 

the style oi' the age, proclaims his eulogy. The monastel'y preserves his 

portrait as a Benedictine abbot in a little know but fine oil-paintin5."47 

~ Throughout his l i fe Staupitz enjoyed unusual popularity in all 

strata of society, but espec:i.ally araong the cultured. "H-e was • so L-

close to Frederick the Wise from childhood ••• thD.t he could •• .• call 

43wewman, ~- ill•, p. 47. 

441111dsay, ~ History .Qt:, ~ Reformation, .Ql?.• ill•., P• 256 .. 

45u•clintock and Strong, £2• ill•, p. 998. 

4" °Clemen, .2E.• .Qit • ., p. · ~. 

47.a 1 • · 178 -r sar, .21?.·~· , p. • 
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~ his dearest friend. He \'las alvrays welcome in the courts of Berlin 

and Munich and t.he petty courts . of _the coun-ts of central Germany, and 

he so captivated even the auspicious patricians of Nuremberg • • • that 

they even thought his preaching vras very fine •••• The fact that as a 

born nobleman he was well acquainted with court society, and that aa a 

true No1•th Gei·man he always remained friendly and courte.ous. when another 

rrJ.ght hav~ become excited and angry, • • • certainly enhanced t he plea• 

sing i.i11pr e ssi on of his personality. But the f eellng that he was not 

moti vated by sell'ish ambition, .that after his 0"1-111 f ashion he meant well 

t ovro.rd everyone.:, cont ributed even more t o that impression.11 48 
' 

Staupi t z Just coulan•·t help being kind to everyone nho approached ~ 

h:i..rno However, "it was not h:ts na ture to pletlge himself wholehe·artedly 

t o a per son or cause .n Luther sai d he ,1as n •too cool and too ctts­

pass i onate' to do t hat • • • • 'He coul d never ma.lee up his mind to oppose 

open viol ati on~ of the l aw aud mer el y comfor ted himself by ut tering the 

pious ,rords , 'God grant us patience l' or the prover b • • • 'Things 

cannot be :right in t hi s I1or ld anyhow'; or even brushed asiC.:e everything 

di sagr eeab.le with a more or l ess course jest, for he had a pronounced 

humorous ve5-n. ,n49 

He vras highly r egarded by t he men of his day.. 

indeed greatly adrnirs Staupitz.1f!50 Ga~latadt, in his introduction to 

Augustine' s wr i ting .ll2 sP,iri tu ~ li te1·$i!, dat ed November 18, 1517 ~ said 

48noell!ner, 2E.. ill.• , p. 102. 

49:rbid., p. 101. 

50c1emen, 2E.• ill•, p-. 71. 
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concerning Staupi·tz: 11Ihm, dam weitblickenden B~rderer der reineren 

Theoloeie, dem hervorragenden Pred.iger, dam tmerach\\ttarlichen Verteidi-
/ 

ger u.nd Bekenner der Gnade Christi." 51 He was, however, beloved mo~t of \../ 

all by his pupil and successor, f5artin Luther, .1ho "often rei'lected ·itlth 

great honor about. his Preceptor. He again and again refer.ced to him as 

§UUID Staup:t ti"I.E. 11 52 

51H. Barge, Andreas Y£de.i-u,tain vqn Ka1·lstadt (Leipzig: Friedrich 
Brandstetter, 1905), I, p. 92. 

52Matthesius, .QR• cit., p. 366. 



CHAPTER III 

THE WRITINGS OF JOHANM VON STAUPITZ 

I n his literary work Staupitz expressed the Pauline-August~n1an 

myst icism of which we spoke above. His chief point of view, both in 

his writings and in his sermons, was, on the. one hand, the traditional 

mysticis~ which he gained from diverse readings and the Tlibingen pro­

fessors , and., on the other hand., the "fundamental thoughts and senti­

ments of Christianity which also constituted the centre in that of the 

Reformers. n 1 

Together vfith several letters from the hand of Staupitz, there 

remain his oermons which he delivered at ~bingen in 1498, five larger 

works, and later opinions and sermons delivered at Salzburg. 

The series of sermons which he delivered at T\\bingen were based 

on the int erpretation of the Book of Job. It is diffiQult to tell in 

these sermons to what extent the mysticism and practical influence of 

his Tlibingen professors captivated his thinking. He delivered these 

sermons vrhile he \'78S prior of the 'rllbingen chapter of the Augustinian 

. Eremites in the summer and fall of J.498. There is no •modern' theol• 

ogy manifested in them, but they indicate to a far greater extent that 

Staupitz was following the old ways.. They also show that he already 

in his early years of labor praised the nBarmherzigkeit Gottes.n But 

1 UllJllann~ ,22. cit., p. 244. 
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he was at that time, just as he was later in his life, persuaded of the 

"catholic gospel." The book <'f .)"ob remained for him the shining example 

of the great mercy of God. 0 zu der Zeit, da Gott den Juden das Gesetz 

gab, offenbarte er den Heiden an Hiob seine Barmherzigkeit. Das Wort 

Pauli, dasz die Heiden Gott loben sollen um s~iner Barmherzigkeit willen 

(R~m. 15 ,9), erll!uter·t; Hiobs Geschick. In ihr wurzelt die Ehre Gottes. 

Sie allein ist ea, die~, die wir nichts Gutes getan haben, stets die 

•vollste Zuversioht' verleiht, Gott zu ehren. Er .tand in uns keine . 

Ge1•echtigkeit, die e:r h~tte kr5nen k5nnen, wohl aber Vel"'gehen, die er 

beschenken wollte. Darum ist er ob seiner Bamherzigkeit wahrhaftiglich 

zu ehren. 11 This is the beginning of the oldest sermon of Staupitz in 

v,hich he i s conscious of the merciful grace of God. 

The story is told that much later a Doctor of Theology who had re­

cei ved his degree at T\\bingen, and who was also loved very much by Luther, 

s aid that Staupitz 11had expounded the book of J~b in TB.bingen, and that 

when he was come to the tenth and eleventh chapter, it seemed to him, 

t hat Job was t orruented more through the exposition of the book by Stau­

pitz than through hi s own sores •••• He understood nothing or the 

meaning because he did not know the fundamental Christian teachings.11 

It seems that S·t;aupitz himself was the author of th,.ese words.2 

The f act that Staupitz appealed to Paul and praised the grace of 

God without pr ofessing to a dif'.ferent 'gospel' than that of the Catholic 

Chw.·ch, was not something out of the ordinary. It was nothing unheard 

2 Scheel, .2R•· g!!., pp. 36.5-367 •. 
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of at the time to preach the r.iercy of God which saves sinners. Luther 

himself' had been t aught and edified with this same preaching in the 

cloister, as he later r ecalls. One would not have to abandon· his Cath­

olic confession of God when he, with Staupitz,. praised the Ged who par-· 

dons si nnm· s even though He finds no righteousness in them. Every late 

Middle Age theologian knew that man by his ovm merit .could not earn 

grace and holiness. So Staupitz in these semons did not in the least 

prejudice hi s conscience when he opened his semons on the Boak of Job 

·by praising the mercy of God. It embarrassed ·him just as little to re­

cognize the law as a component part of salvation., as it did tpe others 

of hi s time. This appears already in his first sermon. The subsequent 

t hirty-t,hr ee of t hem followed in the same pattern.. "filr!.. GMdenlehre £2.§ 

mittelalte:rlichen l~lizismus, die Anschammg von der angenehm machen­

den Gnade beherrscht die ~hinger Predigten Staupitzena. Durch die 

1Wfu.di gkeit der Gnade•·., durch die 'angenebm machende Gnade1 ist man 

' w\lrdig·' und •angenehm' vor Gott. Demgemllsz kann denn auch kein A.kt 

ohne die Liebe verdienstlich im eigentlichen Sinne sein. Durch die 

Liebe v1erden die Akte des Willens 'geformt• und verdienstlich.11 So 

these sermons of Staupitz preached in the TB.bingen cloister ca~ har~ 

be thought of as •evangelical•) 

The mai den essay ot Staupitz appeared at ~bingen.on l1arch 30, 

1500. It is entitled, Decisio qumstioaj.~ ~ audiencia ~ in parochi­

ali ecclesia : dfiicis ll i~estivis. diebus. In three -subsequent issues 

"Ibid., pp. 367-369 •. 
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of this work there mis appended a catechetical effort.4 It is a very 

s mall essay, taking up oncy "five levee in small quarto. The brief pre­

face ••• written by .Father Johannes ,9! Stapuitz Au_gustinianus, and 

dated Tuwinge~, A!Y!2 salutis nostre 1500. Die Penultima marcii. 

Whether the Treatise itself is from the pen of Staupitz is never once 

directly said. At the end we only read: ~ ORtime lector. Atg·ue 

guaestionis R· veritate vidndum decisionem legas. parti adherendo 

saniori yer.,iorg_t:8. ~ Tubingen !nrua 1200. The whole booklet refers 

to ecclesiastical matters of an external kind, and is composed in the 

current scholastic form., with reasons., counter-reasons, and appeals to 

the most distinguished teachers, Joh. Gerson, Gabriel Biel, S-cotus, 

Alexander of Hales, Bonaventura and others and to canonical law •••• 

The matter of the essay is as followsa The question is, Whether the 

par i shioners are, by the laws of the Church, bound to hear mass on Sun­

days and festivals in their own parish churches? The point ia debated 

with arguments for and against. To,vards the e.nd, however., the follow­

ing pr opositions ore laid down. Concluaio tertia: •It is rea·sonable 

and prope1· t.hat the parish priests shall not lightly condemn those under 

their care, who may, on the appointed days, hear mass out of their own 

parishes, and thereby perform the due service to God. The reason is, 

because the obligation to hear mass under specific outward circumstances 

(c':11'1 22.si'dvis circumstanc.tis), is founded on positive law, which always 

admits of reasonable exauses. • Conclus. guart:g,1 1They act in a danger-

4clemen, .21?.• ill•, p. 71. 
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ous l'l8Y who supply the people ttlth frivolous excuses for absenting them­

selves from the mass in the parish church on appointed days.• Conclus. 

guii1~a: •It is an error to suppose, that for en;y cause, hov,ever slight, 

and ru:ving no reference to the divine worship, the parishioners are ab­

solved from their obligation to the Church; for every cause does not in­

validate the reason of the law, and when that stands, so also does the 

law.1 Convenience, or personal inclination, ought not here to be an 

excuse; the only one is necessity. In general, however, the rule is es­

tabl ished, That, unless pressing reasons to the contrary exist, parish­

ioners are bound to hear mass in their own Church. 115 Staupitz does not 

say anything in this essay that had not been said before. · It is nothing 

mol'e t,han good catholicism. 11Realisten und Nominaliaten, Thomisten und 

Occamisten lieszen sich darin nicht beirren."6 

In 151'7 Staupitz' work on Predestination was printed. This was the 

publication of a series of Advent sermons, t\'1&nty-four in number, which 

he had preached in fflirnberg on the doctrine of predestination.7 It \T8.S 

a Thomistic book. The author saw that the main problem in religion "is 

not how man is enabled to do good works which will make him wortey" of 

the reward of eternal blessedness, but rother how he can attain to the 

saving love of God.n8 

6scheel, .212.• cit., p. 366. 

7 . 
Beard, .22• cit.·, p. 199. 

~oehmer, .2R• cit.,. p. 99. 
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The i'ollOV1ing revie\7 of ·t;he book appeared in the Unschµldigen 

Nach:richten in 1712: ttJohalms Staupitz. B~hlein von der endlichen 

Vollziehung ewige:r fusehung. 1517. 4. ·von nEm.ndtbalb Bogen. Diese 

Scbrii't, so dar bekannte Staupitz lateinisch gef'asset und D. Christoph 

Scheu"t"l deut-sch ~bersetzet hat, ist dem Patricio fil.eron. Ebner zu 

Nurnberg dediciret, und bestehet in 24. Oapiteln. Von dsr Praedest!_­

na tion enthlilt sie nicht viel, sonde};'n niaiatans von der Rechtfertigung 

und mystischen Wercken Gottes in den Gll!ubigen. Der Glaube wird hoch 

erhoben cap. 4. Von der Rechti'erti.gung heist es·: Unsre Wercke than 

nichts dazu, cap. VI.A.6.b. Dieselbe w:i.rd ·von der Renovation wohl un­

terschieden, aber mit der. Widorgeburth noch vermischet, l .. o. welchea 

zur selb~n Zeit nicht zu verdencken war. Sonat ist auoh sebr viel Gutes 

alllrl.er anzutreffen, worunter sich aber auch der PKptische Sauerteig 

zucreilen me11get. Da aoll unter andern Christi Gesetz noch stranger 

ala J-.!iosia Gesetz seyn, ·aus dem Misz-Veratand des 51:.en Cap-.119 

In this r1ork Staupitz sets forth some of the oonceptions against 

which Luther later contended. He traces the "real e:rlstenee of' ·l;be 

life of salvation back . to the infusion of love through grace, and he 

at the same time regards faith in and of itself as yet a dead thing. 

Love must. awaken it to life. He speaks after the manner of the scho• 

9N'. N. , JJnsohuldige Nachrichten yon ~ und Neuen Theologise)wp 
Sachen, BU.char, Ubrkunden, Cpntrovers:ten, VerBn.derirnpn, Anmerokuns,rb 
torschlimn, y.d.g. ~ur geheiligten filnmg in geriasen Qrdmrogen ver­
·fertiget von EjiJ'igeri DienerJl des Gottlichen Wortes (Laipzigs Johann 
Friedrich Braun, 1712), pp. 1082.1084-. 



.31 

lastic theology, of faith as fashioned (formate) by love."lO 

In the following year, 15181 the book !g,Q ~ holdseligen ~ 

Got_tes rros printed. It appeared with Luther•s approbation as follows: 

"Von de1• Liebe Gottes, Ain wunder h\ipsoh Unterrichtung, beacbrieben 

durch D. J. Staupitz, bewert und approbiert durch D. Ma.rtim.mt Luther, 

beide Augustiner ordenz.ull 

This ,.,01·k indicates the basis from \vhich Staupitz derived his en­

tire theological teaching. This followed the ssme pattern as did all 

the mystics, \'li th whom 11~, the lov-e of God from which, through Christ 

as the medi.um, the love of men is kindled, God is above all things love­

ly, the essentially and intrinsically excellent love, and as such, su­

preme perfection .. This love which renders amiable every object on which 

it lights, must be loved for its own sake,. and above all, it is the 

purest and highest sort of love, including all adoration and true w~­

ship of God, all piety and prayer, and being a matter of e)q)erience., a 

man cannot learn it of others, nor by his Offll natural understanding, 

nor from the letter of Scripture. The letter of the Old Testament 

teaches mere law and punishment, and .posse·sses v,orth only in so far as 

it conceals within it the Spirit and Christ., and is a stretch f'rom na­

ture to grace, and from self to the spirit. But the mere letter of the 

lOJ. I~stlin, ~ Theolqgx gt: Lyther ill 1-!§ Histo¥9al. Devel~pment 
~ ~ Harmon.y, t ranslated by Charles E. Hay (Philaaelphia: Lut.heran 
Publication Society, 1897), I, p. 6?. 

11.w. E. Tentzel, Historischer Bericht :!!:£! Ani'ang ersten Fortgang 
m. Reformetion Lutheri, ~ ErJJlutemmg ~ !m• J!• Seckendori';[ Historie 
des Lu.t.herthums," mit s;ross.em Fleisz erstattet, !mS nunmehro !a diese 
andern Evnngelischen Jubal-Jahr {Leipzig: Joh. Ludwig Gleditsch und 
Moritz Georg Wiedemann, 17l~p. 281. 
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New Tes~ment also slays, all the more in that it brings Christ before 

the eyes, and his doctrine into the ear, but not his Spirit into the 

hear t. The true teacher of divine love is the Spirit of the Heave-nq 

Fathe:r and of Christ,. by whom love is shod abroad in our hearts. God 

himself, ,vho i s love , must take up his abode in the soul, which t hence 

deri ves strength t o do all thl.J'l.gs, and to keep all the commandments. 

:b"'rom t hi s indwelling of the Holy Spirit arise.a the light of Christian 

i'ai t h 1 which cannot be attained by the outivard study of the Scriptures. 

From the sa1.i1e sour ce also flovr t rue hope and ,rell-grounde.a. con:;olation, 

v1hich we can."lot build upon our own works, as, for instance, ow love to 

G.od, bu t onl y on God's love to us, and upon that which he works ,·Jithin . 

us. '.i'he l ove oi' God is £01"1.lled in our hearts by Christ, in ;·th~ God's 

unspeakable l ove to us has bean m.ani.f e.sted. He is the rock in i1hich t he 

kindling spar k of l ove slumbers , but it does not. break forth until- elio­

i ted by the stroke of t he iron, which is t he Holy Spirit.. But when God 

strikes t he r ock i n t he heart of the elect, fire .ia emi t ted, and dead 

coal becomes alive, the black cinder glovrs like gal.cl.. Love i s thus the 

offspri ng of love, and our recipr ocal love of God of God's love tov:srds 

us. I n -~his love ther.e are also degrees, and we can distinguish the 

initia ti'Te; t.he grovdng, and the perfect. • . The perfect man is detached 

from self, and from all things and creatures. Foregoing all coalition 

and action of his or-mr he m:i '.s onJ.¥ for i,1hat God says and does within 

him, and adheres so closely to God that he is said to be one in spirit 

with him. The degi'ees of di vine love have a certain o;rder araong them­

selves j but God does not always e.onfer them according to that. It is 

true that the love of God is, above all things, an enduring -operation., 
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still it does not al,1ays remain at the same pitch, but is more or less. 

according as God sees it to be usef'ul for the person who is its object. 

Man requires occasionally the withdrawal of love, t.11.at he may be made 

conscj_ous of his. weakness, and recogro.ze the only Saviour in God, and 

mcgn:i.f y him a lone ; but all things must ~ark for the good of the elsot, 

wl o are Christ. 1 s ... Chxist belopga to God i7ithout mediation, but \'Te, 

through Ch't'ist. Th't'ough Christ the elect soul is on .such friendly terms 

with God , t hat evil, yea, even sin itself; is not merely innocuous,. but 

subserv-1.ent to i t s advantage. We ought not, however, to thirJt t hat on 

th~t account we may co!1lll".it siu . On the contrary, it behoove,s us at all 

t i me s to f l eo from si n with t he utmost dilige-nce, for to cover sin with 

m0rcy is a. wor k vrhi ch belongs to God alone. A true nar k of the love of 

Gou i s the f'l,ui'illmer.d:. of h:l.1? corliJ1'1..andments , for love bree<ls confo1'lrlty, 

and makes one heart, one will, and one mind between the lover and the 

loved. Bu t t he :.=;ures t mar k on the true lover of God is, that nothing. 

but God is allo\'?ed t o dwell in his mind) cmd all creatures are expelled. 

I f t his be t he cace - i f he be· s e t loose from all ore at'I..U>aS , forg_,0·!; his 

ow_n life , merit , and safety, and seek only the honour and t he <;1il l of 

God '" God i s doubtless w-i thin hi:u, and ha if! 'full of God• .n12 Thia 

vrork was 1rery p.opu..l.ar and went t hrough e.ev-eral editions. In l.atel' years 

the A~.abaptists reprinted it many times.13 

In 1519 his next work was printed. This was: :[2!! ~ heiligel;l. 

christlichen Glaube...n. "Faith is due in .all rightful things, even by 

J2 u11marm, .912.. 9i-t:., pp. 246.247. 

13-,r. •. • t , / ,,, .1.\.U1per, 21?.• oi • , p .. ~· 


