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CHAPTER I-

INTRODUCTION

"Each person conceives for himself some order of being and meaning.
The great adventure of life is the search for such truth and signifi-
cance as will enable him to accomplish this. His concepis of the nature
of the universe, and of the nature of persons and of their relation to
the universe provide him with the basis of whatever meaning he can dis-
cover in life ~ his own life and all lii‘e.“l In seeking the meaning of
his omm lii‘a, Luther was led to profess monasticism. He was looking
for peace for his soul and the favor of God.

Luther believed that being a monk would enable him in the best pos-
sible manner to live a life fully to God and thus satisfy both the wrath
of God and the longing of his soul. He diligently performed the mon=
agtic services. In later life he often reminisced about the years in
the cloister, In 1531 he said: "'I was a monk and waked al night, fast-
ing, praying, chastising and tormenting my body, that I might remain
obedient and live chastely . . . trying and striving to become like un-
to Christ that they (I) might be saved.'® And again in 1533, "'I was a
pious monk and followed the rules of my order religiously, that if ever
a monk should have reached Heaven through monkéry s it should have been

I, as my fellow monks who knew me well testify,.'® And again, "'Being

H. N. Wieman and R. Westcott-Wieman, Normative Psychology of
Religion (Thomes Y. Crowell Co., 1935), p. 3.
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a monk, I wished to omit nothing of the prayers and often overtaxed Y=
self with my courses and written work, I assembled my hours for an en-
tire week and sometimes evua twe or three. At such times, I would shut
myself up for two or three days at a time, partaking of no food or drink
until I had completed my breviary. As a result, my head beecame so heavy
that I could not close my eyes for five nights. I was in agony and all
confused. As soon as I had improved, I tried to work on my courses bub
my head began to swim again., I was so imprisoned in thiz practice that
the Lord had to tear me from this self-torture by wviolence. m?

ihen thus performing the rules of the Order to perfection, even to
over~perfection, Luther had only one object in mind, and that was "God,
who wag to see how well I observed my rules and lived such a rigid
life 13

Luther did not only suffer physically, but also spiritually. Since
he did not experience the rebirth he was seeking in monasticism, he bsw
came tormented with the thought that he was carnally dammed. The peace
of soul turned into bitter doubt. He later said: " 'Every tims a little
temptation came of sin or death, I was down and oubt. "Neither my baptiam
nor monastic vow seemed of auy avail, as I had lost Christ and His bap-
tism long ago. There in the convent I was the most wretched man on

earth, passing whole nighte in weeping and feeling that everything was

%M, Luther, as translated by E. G. Schwiebert in, Reformation Lec-
tures Delivered at Valparaiso University (Valparaiso, Ind., The Letter

Shop, 1937), pp. 258.259,

Ibid., p. 259,
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hopeless, which condition no one could alleviate. Thus I was bathed in
my monkery and had a real 'sweating sickness.! Thanks be to God that I
was not consumed in my fever, for I would have been in the depths of
Hell long ago in spite of my monastic baptism. For I no longer knew
Christ except as a stern judge from whom I wanted to flee yet was un=
able to escape.™ A% another time he saids ""When I was a monk, I be-
lieved it was all up with my salvation the minute I had any carnal de-
sires, the stirring of an evil emotion, a sensuous wish, anger, hatred
and envy against a brother. For this reason I could find no peace but
was perpetually tormented with the thought, 'You have committed this or
that sin; you are still a victim of jealousy and concupiscencs, etc.
Yﬁu entered the Holy Orders for nothing and all your good works are
worthless.! If only I had understood the words of Paul aright, 'For
the flesh lusteth against the Spirit; and the Spirit against the fleshj
and these are contrary the one to the other (Gal, 5,17)'; then I would
not have felt so depressed but would have thought as I do today,
"iartin, you will never be entirely free from sinj; so long as you are
in the flesh, you will experience the battle with sin, according to the
words of Paul. Do not become discouraged but fight that you do not
yield = then you are not under the Law, tvé

~ This new understanding of the words of Paul and of thé Law came as
a result of direct study of Scriptures and the guidance of his friend
and spiritual father. The course of his religious experience was inten=

sified, given new chamnels of activity, and enlightened by the acceptance

“Ibid., pp. 260.261
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of new or reconstructed prineiples which this friend and advisor offer=
ed him, The essence of that experience which Luther underwent was a
"chenge of direction or rapid advancement within the kingdom of re=
ligious values rather than a passage from without into a religious
realm, A want is supplied, a truth apprehended, a responsibility
agsumed, a sacrifice made. . . . One becomes a better religious being
through a non-moral crisis., Psychologically a new synthesis of ths
resources of the personality is formed, a synthesis which makes the
individusl more confident, more victorious, . . . more assured of
the divine favor, The individual mey realize what has hitherto in
all sincerity been interpreted as the true service of God, is in sharp
conflict with a new ideal which has made an irresistible appeal. Ths
very foundations of the form of religion on which he has depended for
salvation may be threatened with destruction by the appreciation of the
fresh sense of divine obligation.“5

Luther experienced just such an awakening. His early years were
spent in a pious home where discipline ruled. Religion was a major in=-
fluence in his life from the very beginning. His early training and
religious environment led him to believe that the commands of God must
be fulfilled or God, the Stern Judge, would be ready to conderm him o
everlasting condemnation unless His wrath was appeased by his omwn strenp.
vous efforts to make reparations for his sins. Luther had a very desp

sense of his own unworthiness and his inability to fulfill such an

’k. R. Stolz, The Psychology of Religious Living (Nashvilles
Cokesbury Press., 1937), p. 210.
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order. Therefore in seeking the favor of God and peacé for his soul he
entered the monastery. There, as we saw above, he atremuously endea-
voraed to please God, but found this life of no avail,

Before despair and doubt could completely wreck his mind and life,
8 ﬁew influence entered lnto hig life = a person who was to bring about
the new appreciation of God and His Son, Christ. Pointing him to the
.'Juncs of Christ and the love of God, taking his mind from the despaire
ing and dasmning thoughts of predestination, giving him courage and ad=
vice when needed; and stimulating him in his search for truth and
assurance, was Johann von Staupitz, the Vicar-General of the Augusti=-

nisn Eremites of Germany, Luther's friend and spiritual father.



CHAPTER ITI

THE LIFE OF JOHANH VON STAUPITZ

The early dates and places of the life of Johann von Staupltz are
unknovm. The nemes of his parents, the date and year of his birth, the
place of his birth are all lost in history., It is known, however, that
he was descended from an ancient family of nobles from Misnia, This
family moved into the vicinity of Wittemberg in the sixteenth century,
Here they possessed much landed property, "in Dabrun und Zerbischen und
Wurzen,"l It is svrnised that Johann von Staupitz was born about the
year 1460, either at Motterwitz near Leisnig, or Moderwitz near Neustadt
an der Orla.® The earliest positive date of his life is the year 1485,
the year in which he was matriculated at the University of Leipzig. The
records of that University contain the entry "Johannes .Stopitz de Mutter-
witz.! Thig record also furnishes the indication of the place of his
birth.>

The noble birth of Staupitz was one of the greal influences of his

life, He was at home in court and monastery. His natural talents, his

lotto Seheel , Hartin Luther: Vom Katholizismus gur Refromation.
fThird edition; THbingen: J. C. B. Hohr (Paul Siebeck), 1921}, II,
Do 364.

Ibid.
30. Clemen , "Staupitz", The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Re-

ligious Knowledge, edited by S. M, Jackson (New York: Funk and Wagnalls
co" 1911- 2 XI., p. 71Q
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social and mental acquirements, his gift of eloquence, a fine outward
appearance, earned for him the special confidence of the Elector and
the delight of the nobility.%

Staupitz was possessed of a great sense of humor. At one time when
conducting & service before the high princes of the land he was quoting
from Hatthew Chapter One, the text of the ancestry of Christ, which was
the reading for the day. He erred at the fourteen princes of Fhe tribe
of Judah. Both the old Electors of Saxony who were at the ser&iee, in-
vited him to a meal after the service. At the table Duke John began
and said to him: "Doctor, what happened to the Gospel today?" "My most
gracious Prince," sald Staupitz, "I had three kinds of people in my
Gospel. In the first place were the pious people, and with them there
was nothing wrong. Then, the ancient kings, ebout whom it was also pos=
sible to speak; but, when I came to the princes, they were curious people
who made me stumble in the Gospel." Then Elector Frederick said: "If
you have anything else to ask, you will not find Doctor Staupitz with=
out an answer,"?

Staupitz received his education at the University of Leipzig. A
further notice in the records of that University, namely, one of Octo=-

ber 30, 1489: "N, Stopitz, Masier of Aris of Cologne!, would seen to

4e. Ullmann, Reformers Before the Reformation, Principally in Ger~
many and the Netherlands, translated by Robert lenzies (Third edition;
Edinburgh: T, & T, Clark, 38 George Street, 1865), II, p. 235.

M. Johamn Matthesins, Das Leben Des theuren Mannes Gottes Doct.
Hartin Luthers, Darinnen von seiner Geburth, Lehre, Leben, standhaffien
Bekenmtnisz wnd seel, Todbte nebst ausfuhrlicher Erzehlung, was sich
merchylirdiges bey der heilsamen Reformetion zugetragen, nach de
Chronologie gehandelt wird (Frankfurt and Leipzig, 1724), p. %!

-
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indicate that he had also spent a period of time in study at the Univer-
sity of Cologne.“6 After his matriculation at Leipzig, the events of
his life are once more lost. They become certain again in the year
1497, vhen as Master of Arts and Reader in Theology he entered the Augus-
~tinien monastery of ‘Tﬁbinggr_; asg g monk, _;_p___?_{txﬂhinga,n_‘_}gg __g}.go attended
the University. At this University he was instructed by Gabriel Bial.7
Staupitz must have been in attendance gt Tﬁblngen University before the
year 1495 because in that year Biel died., Biel was "one of the most re-
markable theologians of the late Middle Ages. . . . He followed the nom-
inalism of Occam. . . . In anthropology and soteriology a Sem:!.-Pelagian,
teaching "merit depends on man's free will and God's grace;' the sacra- .

ments operate not only ex opere operantis but also ex opere opeara’f.o.“8

Another teacher of Staupitz at this University was Dr. Sunmerhart.
Staupitz remaerked about Summerhart thet he would go about complainings:

"Quis me liberabit ab ista rixosa Theologia?"?

On Hay 30, 1497, Steupitz was matriculated from Tibingen. On
October 29, 1498 he delivered his first lecture as "Biblicus", and a
few months later, on January 10, 1499; bezan as "Sententiar die Vorlew

sung Uber die Sentenzen des Lombarden.” On July 6, 1500 he was granted

6J. Mackinnon, Luther and the Reformation (New York: Longmans,
Green and Co., 1925), I, p. 44.

J

70. Clemen, op. eit., p. 7.

8P, Tschackert, "Biel", The New Schaff-Herzog lopedia, edited
by S. M. Jackson (New York: "Fank and F Yagnalls Co., 1911}, II, p. 1&8.

%viatthesius, op. git., p. 366.
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hig "Lizenz", and ¢ few days later the degree of Haster or Doctor of
lemology yag granted Lo him.lg

Staupilz was not too well satislied with the scholastic treining ho
roceived in the universiitics. Therciore he turned {ron acholesticiem to
the mystiee and then to the Scriptures. Beesuse of the knowledge ihem
furnished hin he was led to life and to a cam%i‘t_.ian o£ inward sstisfoc~
ticn, "So wurde er ein Erfolpmgsthecloge, ein biblisch-prakiischer Hys-
tiker, vorrdmlich an die paulinisch-sugustinischen Begriffe sich anlehe
nend, Dies war die Denksri, welcher er Fingang zu verscheffen cder die
or zu lebendigern Bewuszt@ein cu bringen bemtht wor, so weii sein Ein-
flusz reichte., Er verbend mit Gelehrsamkeit praktischen Sinn, Frhmig-
keit mnd edle Geslumung mit Gelst, weltmBrnischer Bildwng, Beredisemkelt
wnd einer anzichenden Husseren Brseheimmg,'

Stauplts realized thot it was not merc imovledge which made the the-

ologlen, "but the whole imward frame of mind, end the confirmstion by sc~

tion of what is kaown, and thus he becute a theologlen of eamerlange, &

J

scriptural and practical mys,tzf,cg"l‘?‘ He became convineced thet religion

was not a meiter of forms and cevemonies which must be cbserved, or even

of the greed which the church preseribed for its believers, but it was

more o matior of a pergenal, direct, intimsie communion between ithe ine

05cheel, op. gitey PP. 364.365.

&, Jirgens, Luther von selser Gotry s o Ablassirelte
(Leipaig: F. U, Brockhaus, 16840); F» 050,

el

q 9 a3
“Ullmerm, opn. glte, Pe 235
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dividual and God.!?

Already from his early youth Staupitz had manifested a taste for
"letters and a love of virtue." He wanted to retire from the cares and
activities of the world which his social status entailed and to devots
himself entirely to learning. But he soon found that the philosophy,
the classics and the study of nature which he received in the schools
could do nothing for his eternal salvation. A4s a result, he turned to
theology. In this his main concern was to relate obedience with knowl-
edge. One of his biographers quotes him as saying: "'It is vain to call
ourselveg divines, if we do not confirm that noble title by our lives.?®
His study of the Bible and_ ’qhe .m-:lrtirr_ga of __Augustine, #ihe lmowledge of
A himself s, the war he . . . had to wage with ‘the decaitﬁﬂnes_s__,ar,_lqlgstg_
_of his own heart, - led him to the Saviour,"l4

Staupitz was not bound by ancestral pride 1z1 the course of his life

actions, but he tried to gain prominence and eminence by his own ability.
This for him lay in the field of study. In order to devote his life
fully to such study and pious conside:aration he entered monastic life as
an Augustinian monk,15 Just where he made the profession of monastic
obedience is not definitely knowm. quever, the Augustinian Eremites

at Munich assert that it was in their cloister that the vow was

34, H. Newman, A Manual of Church History (Philadelphias The Amer-
ican Baptist Publication Soci Soc:.e'by, 1944),11, p. 45.

143, H. W, D'Aubigne, History of the Great Reformation of the Sixe
Leenth Century in Ge Switzerland &c. (New Yorks Robert ¢ Oarter,
1842} I. p. L47.

lsmmm: op. eit., p. 235.
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made,X® The year in which he made that vow is not known.

The Order of the Augustinian Eremites claimed the great St. August~
ine, Bishop of Hippo, as their founder, even though a Rule had not been
written by him, The Order was first incorporated in the year 1243 by
Pope Innocent IV. It was later confirmed by Pope Alexander IV in 1256,
These pontiffs drew together verious hodies of anchoreta that had been
leading a vagrant existence and placed them under the rule of *August-
ine!, Alexander IV gave them permission to wear the cowls and also gave
them the privilege of exemption from the jurisdiction of bishops. The
Augustinians were not bound to choose abbots, as wers other monastie
orders, but were governed by superintendents, priors, vicars, and
provincials.l?

The Order spread rapidly and flourished. By the middle of the fif~
teenth century it numbered over two thousend chapters. In Germany the
Augnstinians had grown into a "powerful organization®. At the beginning
of the sixteenth century, it boasted of more than a hundred Germsn
cloisters. But due to the wealth and prosperity of the Ordqr, dscay
and deterioration soon set in. The rules were no longer strictly and
strenuously observed as they formerly were. Laxity and worldliness were
more in style then monastic perfectiona.l8 ‘

Towards the latter part of the fifteenth century efforts at re-

16gcheel, op. cit., P. 364e

17p, Bayne, Martin Luther, His Life and Work (London: Cassell &
compan;y, 1887}’ I’ p- Mgt

Biackinnon, op. cit., p. 37
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form of such lsxness and worldliness made their appesrance. The reform
" was begun under the impulse of the Brethren of the Common L:Lt‘e; This
reform movement had been gathering force ever since the end of the
fourteenth century., The cloisters working towarde reform once more re=
turned to the strict observance of the rule of the Order. The monaster=—
ies of the reform groups became known ag Augustinian Observents. These
Observant monasteries organized into a separate group and separated
themselves from the other Augustinian monssteries which were as yet un-
reformed. The unreformed were called the Conventuals, Begides sepa-
rating themselves from the Conventuals, the Observants also severed
themselves from the authority of the Generesl Prior of the German Au~
gustinians and determined to be governed by a Vicar-General whom they
themselves would elect in regular meetings of the Order. In 1475 the
Observent body elected Andreas Proles as their Vicar-(}eneral.19

Staupitz was clected Prior of the monastery at Tibingen in 1498
after being there for only a short time. By 1503 he was Prior of the
monastery at Iunich. In this position he strongly favored the purifica-
tion of the monsstic life of the members of the Order. In that same

year, 1503, at the regular meecting of the order, he was e}e_gt.?d Vicare

General of the Augustinian Observant Congregations in _ngggtzo As

the head of that group Staupitz was resolved to make the best of the

195, X. Kuiper, Martin Luther: The Formative Years (Grand Rapids,
Mich.: Wm, B. Esordmsn's Publishing Co., 1933), pp. 148.149.

20clemen‘, op. git., p. Tl
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and J:?;'gafh_{earted man, who had the root of evangelicalr faith in him,"
He wished to do the best he could for the monks in his charge. He in-
sisted that every monk who was mentally capable of the work should be
made to read theology and that every monastery under his jurisdiction
should possess a Latin Bible which was to be read.Zl

In the administretion of the affairs of the office of Vicer-General
Stavpitz showed much zeal and good intentions. He took an interest ia
the individuals who came to him with their problems. He once said to
Luther that he "wished to govern according to rigid justice, but things
would not proceed in thai way; then, according to the rules and counsels
of my predecessors which also had no success; in the third place, ac-
gording to the will of God, and wilh constant invocation of his name,
but as little did this answer. A% last, in despair of all other plans,
I did what I could."@2 He was often discouraged in his efforts to find
canable and devoub men to fill the various monastic offices. Luther
quotes him aa sayings "We must plough with the horses we have, and he
who has none, must yoke his own oxen.n23 However, the main concern of
Staupitz as Vicar-General was "the codification and publication of the
constitution." This was printed in 1504. It differed only slightly

from the old constitution. In this he recommended the study of the Bible

217, H. Lindsay, Luther and the German Reformation (New Yorks
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1931), I, p.34.

*Aylinamm, gp. git., p. 236
231bid,, p. 237.
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in every monastery and the spreading and strengthening of the Order.%4

Staupitz devoted himself diligently to the interests of the congre~-
gations in the Order. He effected a union between his own Order and the
Lombard Observant Congregation, thereby greatly increasingthe importance
of his own group, He plamned in the end to unite the Conventuals with
the Obgervants by "combining in his own hand the Saxon provineial prior—
ate with the Germen vicarate.'?5 However, this plan led to an intense
controversy. Grisar says that this controversy was occasioned by Stau-
pitz who " jeopardized the canonical and disciplinary autonomy of the
Observantine monasteries entrusted to hig care. , . . The consolidation -
of the province, which had hitherto been directed by separate provin-
cials, with the monasteries of his ovm jurisdiction would have greatly
extended his authority. He counted upon the support of the General of
the Order and increased vigor in the life of the German monesteries, al=
though no noticeable decline had been manifested by them." He sees in
this action of Staupitz a personal ambition for power and hono::'.26

But efforts at reform in the Augustinian Order were also vigorous—
ly advocated by the generals of the Order themselves. General Hariano
de Genazzano, who was the opponent of Savanerola, very actively worked

towards reform in his own Order. His successor, Egidio Canisio of

%;emen, op. git., p. 71,

2%P, Kurtz, Church History, authorized translation from latest re-
vised edition by John MacPherson (New York: Funk & Wagnalls, 1889), II,
PO l&.

2, Grisar , Martin Luther His Life and Work, adapted from the Sec-
ond Germen Edition by Frenk J. Eble, edited by Arthur Preuss (St. Louis,
Mo.: The B, Herder Bock Co., 1935), p. 5l.
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Viterbo, was even morc active for reforming the Order. In his efforts,
however, he found that the representatives of the laxer discipline, the
Conventuals, were not desirous for reform, The Reformed congregations
also feared that his efforts would cause them to lose the privileges

they had.,

In order to give the reform movement in Germany a wider
scope, Egidio planned, at the end of 1506 or the beginning of
1507, that the vicar-general of the Congregation, John von Stau-
pitz,; should undertake the leadership of the Saxon Order in con=-
Junction with his office as vicar and then, as provincial, grad-
ually reform the deteriorating Augustinian monasteries of the
Province. On December 15, 1507, Staupitz succeeded in getting a
Bull from the German legate, Cardinal Carvajal, which empowered
him to unite more than twenty monasteries of the province of Sax=
ony, which had not been reformed, with the Saxon Congregatiou.
At the came time this Bull instructed the archbishop of Magde=
burg and the bishops of Mamberg and Freising to suppress all
resistance to this measure, with force if necessary, and to
deny any opponent the right of appeal to the pope. The attempt
to win the Congregation for this plan was at first abortive. Om
this account Staupitz preferred not to publish the Bull ilmmedi-
ately. It was only after the general had appointed him pro-
vincial of Saxony on June 26, 1510, and after he had pledged
the members of both the Congregation and the Province, under
threat of very severe punishment, to obey him implicitly, that
he ventured to publish the Bull three months later, on Septem=
ber 30, 1510, Twenty-two of the twenty-nine monasteries of the
Congregation then approved the union, The other seven persisted
in their opposition, and prominent among these were the two
largest and most influential, the monasteries at Nuremberg and

Erfurt.

The Erfurters sent Dr. Nathin and Father Luther to Halle
to get a Vorgehrift, or permission to appeal, from the archbishop
of Magdeburg through the intervention of the dean of the cathedral,
Adolf, prince of Anhalt., But the archbishop undoubtedly refused.
Thereupon Nathin and Luther, under orders from their monastery,
appear to have set out at once for the conference to which the
Franconian district-vicar, Simon Kayser, had invited the dissent-
ing monasteries. This conference was probably held at the Augus-
tinian monastery at Nuremberg. Despite the express prohibition of
the Bull, and without obtaining the consent of the Vicar-general
Staupitz as required by the statutes of the Congregation, the
conference decided to appeal to the pope and to send two of the




16

brothers to Italy for the purpose.27~
_ The trip to Rome failed to gain'the wanted appeal. Upon the re~
turn of the delegates the issue was again contested. In April, 1511,
General Egidio of the Order was still determined to make a union be~
tween the Congregation and those of the Saxon Province. However, Stau=
pitz uvpon whom all seemed to depend for such a union, began to lose con-
fidence in the ability of the merger to come about. It is true, that at
a conference of the Order at Jena in July, 1511, he told the representa-
tive of the seven dissenting monasteries "that he could not resign the
provincialship of Saxony, but in other respects he made such concessions
that they promised to lay his proposals of veace before their monastere
ies and to act upon them within two months., . . . Like the Erfurt mon-
astery, the Nuremberg monastery also rejected the Recess of Jena, and
it did this, as it sppears, unenimously., Thereafter Staupitz consider=-
ed the cause lost, and as early as late fally, 1511, he decided %o drop
the union project entirely. He carried out this decision at the Chapter
at Cologne in May, 1512, Peace rwas expressed outwardly in the re-elec=
tion of Staupitz as vicar-general and in the temporary removal of his
see to the Augustinian monastery at I\Iu;t'emberg.“28 This final settle~
ment was brought sbout by the "conciliatory policy of Staupitz.t2?

Staupitz was not only active in the life of the momastic orders,

274, Boehmer, Road to Reformations Martin Luther to the Year 1521,
translated from the German by John W. Doberstein and Theodore G. Tappert
(Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1946), pp. 58=60,

28Ibid., pp. 78.79.

2%risar, op. cit., p. 56.
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but he was also employed in verious ways by his Prince, the Elector
Frederick the Wise. In 1502 the Elector called into existence the
Universlty of Wittenberg. - He dispatched Staupitz to Rome to securs
the papal permission to e_stablish-the»school.Bo

The chief motive which prompted Frederick to open this University
seems o have been a "desire to provide higher teaching within his own
dominions, a duty which it was said that the Diet of Worms in 1495 had
declared to be incumbent on every Elector.t3l Another reason may have
been, and this seems the correct one, "to rival the university in the
neighbori_-ng ducal town of Leipzig."32 Here at Leipzig a University
had existed since the year 1409 and was under the line of the Albertine
rulers., Erfurt was mors or less a free c¢ity and not too dependent on
the Electors of Saxony. OGo Frederick chose Wittenberg even though it
stood .

in the midst of sandy heaths, which stretch in flat and monotonous

barrenness for many miles around it. . . . Connected with the

Castle Church was a well-endowed Chapter or Stift, to the members

of which might be entrusted definite duties of teaching. It was

in all likelihood Staupitz who suggested that the Augustinian con=-

vent could be turned to the same account. . . .'It was no unusual

thing that a new university should be thus closely connected

with the Church, or that the funds for its endowment should be

provided by a kind of half secularisation of ecclesiastical re=-

venues. Rducation of every kind was so completely in the hands
of the clergy, that the application of Church lands and tithes

3% staupltat s Cyclopaedia of Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiag=
tical Litersture, editors M'Clintock and Strong (New York: Harper &
Brothers, 1894), IX, p. 998.

3l¢. Beard, Martin Luther and the Reformation in Germany Until the
Close of the Dict of Worms, edlted by J. Frederick Smith (London: Kegen
Paul, Trench & Co., 1889), p. 166.

32Boehmer, op. g_i..j_:.(., pP. 50,
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to the support of the university teaching was not looked upon as
d%verting them from their originel purpose. Vienna, Heidelberg,
Koln, Erfurt, as well as later foundations, Basel, Greifswald,
Ingolstadt, and Rostock, were all provided with an income in the
same way. At the same time Wittenberg was one of the first Gere
man universities which was based, not upon a papal bull, but upon
an Imperial charter. In the document, dated July 6th, 1502, which
gave permission to teach and grant degrees in all faculties, Maxi~
milian declares the protection of all seiences to belong to the
head of the Empire, whose duty it is 'to provide for the happy
progresa of knowladge, good arts, and liberal studies, that they,
draym from the fountain of Divine Wisdom, may make our subjects
more apht to the administration of the common-weal, to foresight
‘in the provision of things necessary to life.! Nevertheless, there
was no intentlon of dispensing with the blessing of the Church.
Cardinal Raymond, in an instrument which alludes to the Imperial
charter clready granted, confirmed the foundation of the Univere
sity, and, in virtue of the plenary powers entrusted to him by Pope
Alexander VI, especially established in it the privilege of srante=
ing degrees in Theology end Canon Law. But this did not satisfy
the pious scruples of Frederick, and a bull issued by Pope Julius
II on the 26th of June, 1507 once more confirmed all that had al-
ready been done, and gave the highest ecelesiastical sanction to
the endowment of the University out of the property of the Church.

This was chiefly effected by @ union between the University
and the College of All Saints which had its seat in the Castle
Church., 1Its head wass converted into & Deanj under him were an
Archdeacon and Canon, each of whom enjoyed a separate prebend or
benefice, and each had to undesrtake fixed teaching duties in the
Univergity. They were in all Twelve: three Theologians, four
Jurists, five Masters of Arts who had recsived a philosophical
training. Other endowments followed upon this: both Frederick
and his brother and successor John kept an open hsnd to the Uni-
vergity which they had founded. In 1508 the statutes by which it
‘wag to be governed were enacted; they had been drawn up by Scheurl,
who received ten gulden for his remmeration, They did not proceed
from the University itself; they were a code of laws enscted by the
Elsctor, upon the advice of his councillors, and imposed by him up-
on the new institution. They established the University as a cor-
poration, with a Rector at its head, divided into four facultiss,
each of whom was presided over by a Dean, There were no 'nations'j
unconcious of the coming concourss from all parts of Burope, the
founders thought only of & High School for Electoral Saxony and
Thuringia., What was peculiar was the institution of four 'studii
generalis Reformatores,' the Rector and three others, who were to
stand at the head of everything in the Elector's place, and to whonm
he gave 'supreme and absolute power of every kind.'! But this office
seems to have fallen into decay before twenty years had passedj
probably the dignity of those who held it was overshadowed by the
solid authority of Luther and Melanchton. The comnection of ths
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University with established religion was drawn very close; the
Castle Church was its churchj; its pulplt the place where the exer-
cises were readj ivs door the board to which academical notices
were affixed., The University was solemnly consecrated to God and

- His immediate Mother., Augustine was adopted as the patron saint
of the whole institution: Paul of the theological, Ivo of the
legal, Cosmes and Damiam of the medical, Catharine of the arts
faculty. - o« «

416 students matriculated in 1502 under the rectorate of Har~
tin Pollich. In 1503 this number fell to 3903 in 1504 to 271; in
1505 to 127. In 1506 a pestilence compelled the removal of the
University to Herzberg, and it was not till 1508 that the number
of matriculations again rose to 179. In Hay 1507 Christophex Sche=-
url was elected Rector. . . . In thealogy there ars five profes=-
sors of which three are known to us by neme, Staupitz, Pollich, and
Frutvetier., In canon law there sre seven, Scheurl?s name aprearing
again, There are four teachers of medicine. . . « Amsdorf . . .
heads a list of nine philosophicel teachers, of whom the seccnd is
e « o Carlstadt. How little the University was yet emancipated
from old methods of teaching may be inferred from the fact that
the former is announced as lecturing 'in via Scoti,' the latiter
'in vig 8. Thomae.! When we come to polite letiters we find that
Balthazar Phaccus proposes to read Virgil's Eneid, Valerius Haximus,
and Sallust's Jugur-Italicus, and a poem of his own on the site of
Wittenberg. And that is all. Thsre is no Greek, no Hebrew, no
history, and only such physics as philosophy and medicine can pro=
vide them., A list of five extraordinary lecturers in philosophy,
and as many 'in litteris secularibug! - the subjects of whose in=
struction arec not given ~ closes the meagre PrOGramme.>s.

In looking for teachers for his new University, Frederick "consuli-~
ed with Wimpina and another Leipzig professor, Pollich von llellerstadt,
and ultimately decided to call the latter to be the head of tie new
school.®34 He .8150 haa great confidence in the gbility and judgments of
Staupitz, whom he made Dean of the theological faculiy. ,S_IQL—:_—lec-
tured very little at the University because matters. of -the-Order -fock

too much of his time. He was elecled Dean of the theological faculty

— S

33Beard, op. cit., pp. 166~-174.

3y, . T. Dau, The Great Renuncistion: Leavesg from the Story of
Luther®s Lifg (St. Louis, Mo.: Concordia Publishing House, 1921), P 29,
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again in 1508, On October 18 of that year, at the beginning of the se=
mester, ¢ was still in Munich on official business, and it is very
doubtful whether he returmed in time to take up his classes. "It is
possible that he did not appear in the tomn at all during his deanship,
or that he was there only for brief visits."?® As a prefessor in the
¢clagsroom he was “venerated by his studenis."30

Already when he accepted this second term as Dean he had for some
time made up his mind to retire as soon as he found a person qualified
to teke his place, and someone not occupied so much with outside work
so that he could spend his entire time at the Ur:t:i.verssity.3,'7

Staupitz used his auvthority and influence as Vicar-Genersl to gain
studente for the new University, at least during its first year of
existence, He collectad promising young monks from many of the mon=
asteries under his jurisdiction and enrolled themas st'n.xdex:\t'.a.38

After his resignation from the faculty im 1512, Staupitz still re= =
mained on the most friendly terms witk the Elector, He was sent on
several missions., One of them took him to the Netherlands to collect
relics for the new Castle Church which the Elector had built at Witten=

berg.39 The Elector slso employed him with great success as his emissary

3%Boahmer, op. gite., Pp. 51.52.
39416 1intock and Strong; op. Cit.s P 998.
37Kuiper, Op. _qj-;’:-','cy P- 134'

3%, . Lindsay, A History of the Reformation (New Yorks Charies
Scribner's Sons, 1931), I, p. 206, |

39D'Aubig113, .O'H. .c-_j_-.i‘l..’ p- 190.
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/
in the varlous courts of the lend.AOu//

When Luther was established as his successor as professor of theo= b////
logy, Staupitz devoted his time to the dutles of his office as Vicar=
General. He never was too interested in educational work from the be=
ginning, but preferred to devote himself to visiting the monssteriss of
his Order. In 1514 he was in the Netherlands, In 1516 he visited the
- Augustiniane slong the Lower Rhine and in Belgium. These houses offer~
ed a "wide field for the dissemination of his evengelistic prineciples

and for the inculcation of the type of apiritual life that he repre=

When he was not meking these tours of duty he resided in Munich,\//
Salzburg, and especially in the ecity of Nuremberg. In this latter city
he was in close contact with such men ss Christopher Scheurl, Hierony-
mus Pirkheimer and Albrecht Diwer.4%? HNuremberg had for a long time been
the center of "humestic 1ife and thought. . . . Here he was always wel=
comed by @ eircle of devout and intelligent men . . . who formed theme
gelves intc a 'Staupitzian Society;;/énd as such discussed with the ub~
most freedom, under his guidance, the great questions of life and doce
trine thet were agitating men's minds. Here Staupitz was looked upon,\//-
to use the language of oné of the members of the society, 'as a diseipls,

nay as the very tongue of Paul,' as 'a herald of the gospel and a gen-

4091 Inann, op. git.s p. 235.
H¥eman, op. elt., p. 46

4‘2(.‘01eln311’ 22. Qj._'g., p‘ 7l0
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uine divine.' I'The foremost pecple of Nuremberg,! says this contempora~
Ty, regarded hinm as 'the one who should free Israel,! that is to say,
should lead to a general reformation of the church,'43 This human~ L
istic eircle later, under the leadership of Wenceslaus Link, gave Luther
enthugsiastic support.44

He was attracted to Salzburg by "the cunning of cardinal HMatthew
Lang." He became preacher to the cardinal and his cowrt in 1519. In
1520 he resigned his position as Vicar-General of the Augustinian Order “
of Germeny and joined the Benedictine Order at Salzburg. In 1522 he
was appointed the abbot of St. Peter's momastery in that city and took

the name John IV, and "subsequently was made vicar and suffregan to the

cardinal-~archbishop Lang.“45 He died on December 28, 1524 as a result —

of a stroke of apoplexy.46 He was buried in the small graveyard of the

monastery., "A large artistic slab, bearing his coat-of-arms, covers his

remaing in tile chapel of St, Vitus, and an elsgant spitaph, composed in

the style of the ags, proclaims his eulogy. Tﬁe monastery preserves his

portrait as a Benediqtine abbot in a 1little known but fine oil-painting."47
Throughout his life Staupitz enjoyed uwnusual pepularity in allb’ff

strata of society, but especially among the cultured. "He was . . . 50 =

close to Fredericl the Wise from childhood . . o that he could . . . call

43Newman, op. cit., pe 47,

4414ndsay, A History of the Reformation, op. cit., p. 256.
424'Clintock and Strong, op. cit., p. 998.

46Clemen, OP. Gitey P. 2.

4Toriser, op._cit., p. 178.
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vﬁ;i.m his dearest friend. He was always welcome in the courts of Berlin

and Funich and the petty courts of the counts of central Germany, and
he so captivated even the guspicious patricians of Nuremberg . . . that
they even thought his preaching was very fine, . . . The fsct that as a
born nobleman he was well acquainted with court society, and that ag a
true North Germen he always remsined friendly and courteous when another
might have become excited and angry, . . . certainly enhanced the plea=
sing impresgsion of his personality. But the feeling that he was not
nmotivated by selfish ambition, that after his own fashion he meant well
toward everyons, contributed even more to that impres.s.':l.-::a:l.“l’8

Staupitz Just couldn't help bsing kind to everyons who approached “—
him, However, "it was not hias nature to pledge himself wholeheartsdly
to 2 person or cause,® Luther said he was "'too cool and too dis-
passionate' to do that., . . . 'He could never make up his mind to oppose
open violations of ths law and merely comforted himself by ubtering the
pious words, 'God grant ug patience!' or the proverb . . . "Things |
cannot be right in this world amyhow'; or even brushed asice everything
disagrecable with a more or less course jest, for he had a pronounced
humerous vein. 1"47

He was highly regarded by the men of his day. Erasmus wrotes "'I e
indeed greatly admire Staupitz.'™ " Carlstadt, in his introduction to

Augustine's writing De spiritu et litera, dated November 18, 1517, said

48Boehmer, op. cit., p. 102,
491pid., p. 101.

5oclemen, Op. cit., p. Tl.
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concerning Staupitz: "Ihm, dem weltblickenden Befbrderer der reineren
Theologie, dem hervorragenden Prediger, dem unerschiitterlichen Verteidi~
ger und Bekenner der Gnade Christi.">l He was, however, beloved most of 4
all by hie pupil and successor, liartin Luther, who "often reflected with
great honor aboul his Precei)tor. He again and again referred to him as

suum Stavpitium,” 52

51y, Barge, Andreas Bodenstein von Karlstadb (Leipzig: Friedrich
Brandstetter, 1905), 1, pP. 92.

5%iatthesiug, op. cit., P. 366.
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CHAPTER III

THE WRITINGS OF JCHANN VON STAUPITZ

In his literary work Staupitz expressed the Pauline-Augustinian
mystiecism of which we spoke above. His chief point of view, both in
his writings and in his sermons, was, on the one hand, the traditional
mysticism which he geined from diverse readings and the Tlibingen pro=
fessors, and, on the other hand, the "fundamental thoughts and senti-
ments of Christianity which also constituted the centre in that of the
Reformers,"l

Together with several letters from the hand of Staupltz, there
remain his germons which he delivered et Tlbingen in 1498, five larger
works, and later opinions and sermons delivered at Salzburg.

The series of sermons which he delivered at Thbingen were based
on the interpretation of the Book of Job. It is difficult to tell in
these sermons to what extent the mysticism and practical influence of
his Tlbingen professors captivated his thinking. He delivered these
sermons while he was prior of the Tlbingen chapter of the Augustinian
 Eremites in the swmmer and fall of 1498, There is no 'modern' theol=
ogy manifested in them, but they indicate to a far greater extent that
Staupitz was following the old ways. They also show that he already

in his early years of labor praised the "Barmherszigkeit Gottes." But

lUllmann, 9P _q_:yp_o, Po 21?4'
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he was at that time, just as he was later in his life, persuaded of the
"catholic gospel." The book of Job remained for him the shining example
of the great mercy of God. "Zu der Zeit, da Gott den Juden das Gesetz
gab, offenbarte er den Heiden an Hiob geine Barmherzigkelt. Das Wort
Pauli, dasz die Heiden Gott loben sollen um seiner Barmherzigkeit willen
(Rém. 15,9), erifutert Hiobs Gesehick. In ihr wurzelt die Ehre Gottes.
Sie allein ist es, die uns, die wir nichis Gutes getan haben, stets die
'vollste Zuversicht! verleiht, Gott zu ehren. Er fand in uns keine -
Gerechtigkeit, die er hBtte krdnen kBnnen, wohl aber Vergehsn, die er
beschenken wollte. Darum ist er ob seiner Barmherzigkeit wahrhaftiglich
zu shren,” This is the beginning of the oldest sermon of Staupitz in
which he is conscious of the merciful grace of God.

The story is told that much later a Doctor of Theology who had re=
ceived his degres st Thbingen, and who was also loved very much by Luther,
said that Staupitz "had expounded the book of Job in THbingsn, and that
when he was come to the tenth and eleventh chapter, it seemed to him,
that Job was tormented more through the exposition of the book by Stau=
pitz than through his own sores. . . . He understood nothing of the
meaning because he did not know the fundamental Christian teachings.®
It seems that Staupitz himself was the author of these Words.<

The fact that Staupitz appealed to Paul and praised the grace of
God without professing to a different 'gospel! than that of the Catholic

Church, was not something out of the ordinary. It was nothing unheard

2 Scheel, op. git., pp. 365-367.
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of at the time to preach the merey of God which saves sinners. Luther
himself had been taught and edified with this same preaching in the
cloister, as he later recalls, One would not have to abandon his Cath=
olic confession of God when he, with Staupitz, praised the God who par=
dons sinners even though He finds no righteousness in them, Every late
liiddle Age theologian kmew thet men by his own merit could not earn
grace and holiness. So Staupitz in these sermons did not in the least
prejud;;ce his conscience when he opened his sermons on the Book of Job
by praising the mercy of God. It embarrassed him just as little to re=
cognize the law as a component part of sgalvation, as it did the others
of his time., This appears already in his first sermon. The subsequent
thirty-three of them followed in the same pattern. "Die Gnadenlehre des

mittelalterlichen Xatholizismus, die Anschauung von der angenehm machen=

den Gnade beherrscht die Thbinger Predigten Staupitzens., Durch die
"Wlhrdigkeit der Gnade', durch die 'angenehm machende Gnade' ist man
twlirdig? und 'angenehm! vor Gott. DemgemBsz kann denn auch kein Akd
ohne die Liebe verdienstlich im eigentlichen Sinne sein. Durch die
Liebe werden die Akte des Willens 'geformt' und verdiemstlich." So
these sermons of Staupitz preached in the Tlibingen cloister can hardly
be thought of as 'evangelical'.s

The maiden essay of Staupitz appeared at Tibingen on liarch 30,
1500. It is entitled: Decisio questionis de audiencia misse in parochi-

ali ecclesia - dmicis et festivig diebus. In three subsequent issues

BLq_i_d;n 9 Pp. 367-3690
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of this work there was appended a catechetical effort.* It is a very
small essay, taking up only "five leves in small quarto. The brief pre-
face . . . written by Father Johannes dg Stapultz Augustinianus, and
dated Tuwingen, Anno galutis nostre 1500, Die Penultima marecii.

Whether the Treatise itself is from the pen of Staupitz is never once
directly said. At the end we only read: Vale optime lector. Atque

quaestionis p. veritate vidndum decigionem legas. parti adherendo

saniori veriorque, Ex Tubingen Anno 1500, The whole booklet refers

to ecclesiastical matters of an external kind, and is composed in the
current scholastic form, with reasons, counter-reasons, and appeals to
the most distinguished teachers, Joh. Gerson, Gabriel Biel, Scotus,
Alexander of Haleas, Boneventura and others and to canonical law. . . «
The matter of the essay is as follows: The question is, Whether the
parishioners are, by the laws of the Church, bound to hear mass on Sun=
days and festivals in their own parish churches? The point is debated
with erguments for and against. Towards the end, however, the follow-
ing propositions sre laid down. Conclusio tertisg: 'It is reascnable
and proper that the parish priests shall not lightly condemm those under
their care, who may, on the appointed days, hear mass out of their own
parishes, and thereby perform the due service to God. The reason is,
because the obligation to hear mass under specific outward circunstances
(eum positivis circumstanctig), is founded on positive law, which always
admits of reasonable excuses.! Conclus. guarta: They act in a danger—

4(Z‘.Il.emen,, op. cit., p. 7L
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ous way who supply the people with frivolous excuses for absenting them=
selves from the mass in the parish church on appointed days.' Conclus.
quinta: 'It is an erroz; to suppose, that for any cause, however slight,
and having no reference to the divine worship, the parishioners are ab-
solved irom their obligation to the Churchj for every cause doeg not ine
validate the reason of the law, and when that stands, so also does the
law,? Convenience, or personal inclination, ought not here to be an
excuse; the only one is necessity. In general, however, the rule is es-
tablished, That, unless pressing reasons to the contrary exlst, parish-
ioners sre bound to hear mass in their omm Church,"® Staupitz does mot
say anything in this essay that had not been said before. It is nothing
more than good catholicism. "Realisten und Nominalisten, Thomisten und
Occamisten lieszen sich darin nicht beirren."®

In 1517 Staupitz'! work on Predestination was printed. This was the

publication of & series of Advent sermons, twenty-four in number, which
he had preached in Nhrnberg on the doctrine of prerlestination.7 It was
a Thomistic book., The author saw that the main problem in religion "is
not how man is enabled to do good works which will make him worthy of

the reward of eternal blessedness, but rather how he csn aitain to the

saving love of God,"8

SUllmann, op. Cites DPe 2444245,
6SCheel’ -O_P‘b Q‘E' 3 P- 366'
7B8&I‘d s 22. _(;;i_.E.' ] p o 1990

8Bochmer, op. cit.s p. 99
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The following review of the book appeared in the Unsehuldigen
Nachrichten in 1712: ™"Johanns Staupitz., Blichlein von der endlichen
Vollziehmng ewiger Flwsehung., 1517. 4. von neundthalb Bogen, Diese
Schrift, so der bekamnte Staupitz lateinisch gefasse"l'; und D. Christoph
Scheurl deutsch Ubersetzet hat, ist dem Patricio Hieron. Ebner zu
Nurnberg dediciret, und bestehet inm 24. Capiteln., Von dsr Praedesti~
nation enthflt sie nicht viel, sondern meistens von der Rechtfertigung
und mystischen Wercken Gottes in den GlHubigen. Der Glaube wird hoch
erhoben cap. 4. Von der Rechtfertigimg heist ess Unsre Wercke thnm
nichts dazu, cap. VI.A.6.b. Dieselbe wird von der Renovation wohl un~
terschieden, aber mit der Widergeburth noch vermischet, l.c. welches
zur selben Zeit nicht zu verdencken war. Sonst ist auch sehr viel Gutes
allhier anzutreffen, worunter sich aber auch der PAptische Sauerteig
zuveilen menget. Da goll unter andern Christi Gesetz noch strenger
als losis Gesatz seyn, aus dem Misz-Verstand des S5ten Cap."9

In this work Staupitz sets forth some of the conceptions ageinst
which Luther later contended. He traces the "real existence of the
life of salvation back to the infusion of love through grace, and he
at the same time regards faith in and of itself as yst a dead thing.

Love must awaken it to life. He speaks after the mammer of the schoe

9N. N., Unschuldige Naghrichten von Alten und Neuen Theologischen
Saghen, Bucher, Uhrkumden, Gontroversien, erﬁnde Amnercg_mggg,

Yorsec n, U.d.g. geheiligten Ubung wisgen Urdnungen
fertiget VOI,! lE;_ig_ig_agz*ﬁenern des Gottlichen Yor iI.eipzig.s Johann
Friedrich Braun, 1712), pp- 1082.1084.
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lastic theoclogy, of faith as fashioned (formata) by love."10

In the following year, 1518, the book Von der holdseligen Liebe
Gotteg was printed. It appeared with Luther's approbation as follows:
"Von der Liebe Gottes, Ain wunder hlipsch Unterrichtung, beschrieben
durch D, J. Staupitz, bewért und approbiert durch D. Martimm Luther,
beide Augustiner ordenz.“ll

This work indicates the basis from which Staupitz derived his en-
tire theological teaching., This followsd the same pattern as did all
the mystics, with whom "love, the love of God frém which, through Christ
as the medium, the love of men is kindled, God is above all things love=-
ly, the essentially and intrinsically excellent love, and as such, su-
preme perfection. This love which renders aﬁiable every object on which
it lights, must be loved for its own sake, and above all, it is the
purest and highest sort of love, including all adoration and true wor=
ship of God, sll piety and prayer, and being = matter of experience, a
man cannot learn it of others, nor by his own natural understanding,
nor from the letter of Seripture. The letter of the 0ld Testament
teaches mere law and punishment, and possesses worth only in so far as
it conceals within it the Spirit and Christ, and is a stretch from na-

ture to grace, and from self to the spirit. But the mere letier of the

105, KBstlin, The Theology of Luther in its Historical Development
and Inner Hermeony, translated by Charles E. Hay (Philadelphia: Lutheran
Publication Society, 1897), I, p. 67.

lly, g, Tentzel, Historischer Bericht vom Anfang ersten Fortgang

der Reformetion Lutheri, gur Erluterung des Hn. v. Seckendorff Historie

des Lutherthums, mit grossem Fleisz erstattet, und numehro in diesen
andern Evangelischon Jubel-Jahr (Leipzigs Joh. Ludwig Gleditsch wnd
lioritz Georg Wiedemann, 1717), P. 28L.
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New Testament also slays, all the more in that it brings Christ before
the eyes, and his doctrine into the ear, but not his Spirit into the
heart. The true teacher of divine love is the Spirit of the Heavenly
Father and of Christ, by whom love is shed abroad in our hearts. God
himself, who is love, must take up his abode in the goul, which thence
derives strength to do all things, and to keep all the commandments.
From this indwelling of the Holy Spirit arises the light of Christisn
faith, which camnot be atiained by the outward study of the Seriptures.
From the same source also flow itrue hope and well-grounded consolation,
which we cannot build upon our own works, as, for instance, our love to
God, but cnly on God's luve to us, and upon that which he works within .
us. The love of God is formed in our heérts by Christ, in whom God's
unspeakable love to us has been manifested. He iIs the rock in whieh the
kindling spark of love slwmbers, but it does not break forth wmtil elic~
ited by the stroke of the iron, which is the Holy Spirit. But when God
atrikes the rock in the heart of tﬂe elect, fire is emitted, and dead
coal becomes alive, the black cinder glows like gold. Love is thus the
offspring of love, and our reciprocal love of Ged of God's love towards
us. In this love there are also degrees, and we can distinguish the
the growing, and the perfect. The perfect man is detached
from self, and from all things and creatures. Foregoing all coalition
and action of his own, he wails only for what God says and does within
him, and adherss so closely to God that he is said to be one in spirit
with him. The degrees of divine love have & certain order among them-
selves; but God does not always confer them according to that. It is

true that the love of God is, above all things, an enduring operation,
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still it does not always remain at the same pitch, but is more or less,
according as God sees it to be useful for the person who ig its object.
lan requires occasionally the withdrawal of love, that he may be made
congeious of his weakness, and recognize the only Saviour in God, and
magnify him zleone; but all things must work for the good of the elsect,
who are Christ’s. Christ belongs to God without mediatiom, bub we,
through Christ. Through Christ the elect soul is on such friendly terms
with God, that evil, yea, even sin itself, is not merely innocuous, but
subservient to its advantage. Ve ought not, however, to think that on
that sccount we may commit sin. On the contrary, it behooves us at all
times to flee from sin rri-thv the uimost diligence, for‘to cover zin with
mercy is a work which belengs to God alone., A trus mark of the love of
God iz the fulfillment of his commandments, for love breeds conformity,
and makes one heart, one will, and one mind between the lover snd the
loved. But the surest merk on the true lover of God is, that nothi;!g
but God is allowed to dwell in his mind, and all creatures sre expelled, .
If this be the case - if he be set loose from all creatures, forget his
own life, merit, and safety, and seek only the honour and the will of
God -~ God is doubtless within him, and hes is 'full of God? M2 Tnis
work wes very popular and went through several editions. In later years
the Ansbapbists reprinted it many times,13 '

Tn 151 his next work was printed. This was: Von dem heiligen

christlichen Glauben. "Fgith is due in all rightful things, even by

Rylimann, op. git., pp. 246.247.
Liuiper, op. gite, p. 142
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one honest man to another, how much more then do we owe it to God and
his word, which is truth itself! All understandings must yield them=
selves captive to it; end all hearts side with it, be the things as high
as they may, The divine promises are contained and guaranteed in Christ.
Believe that he is the Son of God, and never doubt, or desire at least
to believe steadfastly in him, and thereby thou art blessed in him,
Those who believe in Christ in whom God has put his word, being taught
by God; need no other leacher of faith, nﬁy agsurs themselves of their
prodestination to eternal life, are justified and renewed, and cbtain
forgiveness of sin, tc which neither confession, nor penitence, nor any
work of man, can help them, but only faith in Christ. Without Christ
thers i ne true virtue, reason, or good intention. In him all sin, if
foliowed by repeniance, is pardoneble. They who are born of God are
prolected from sinuning by virtus of this birth, and not by their virtus,
intelligence or strength of mind., Faith in Christ allows no man tc con-
tinue in hiwself, but raises him higher, and never rests until it unites
him with God. In the first plece il unites believers witi one another,
in such a way that in God they all acquire one heart and sculy and
thence arises the unity of the Church., Secondly, God unites believers
with Christ in such a way that they become one body with him; he being
the head and they the members, and by means of this union Christ sheds
his spiritual gifts, yea even himself, into our hearts. Finally, there
is still another and higher union, in which God gives the believer to
Christ in wedlock, so that they become inseparably one., This is the

marrisge of pamdise, It is the sacrament and seat, that Christ has
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taken from us all our sins and infirmities, and has in their stead be-

come to us wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and redemption, not
externally but within us,?l4

In a chapter of this small book, entitled "Von der Titelchristen
Irrung", Staupitz makes the following significant statementss "!Derjen-
ige glaubt gar nicht in Christum, der nicht thun will wie Christus get-
han hat, Eben der Glaube, der dir das Vertrauen in Christum auflegt,
der bringt dich gur Nachfolge Christl, der uns in allen guten Werken und
Leiden vorgegangen ist und uns ihm nachzufolgen sufgefordert hat, der um
unsertwillen gelitten und uns damit das Exempel gegeben hat, in seine
Fusztapfen zu treten. HYr der NarrenRede: der in Christum glaubt, der

bedarf keiner Werke. . . . Aber der bbse Geist giebt seinem fleische

lichen Christen ein, man werde ohne die Werke gerechtfertigt, mit

Anziegung als habe es Paulus dermaszen gepredigt, wie ihm fhlschlich und
mit Unwahrheit wird aufgelegt. Paulus hat wohl wider die Werke des
Gesetzes . . . disputirt und gestritten und beschlossen . . . der Werke
aber, die im Gehorsam der himmlischen Gebote, im Glaube umd Liebe
geschehen, hat er nie Ubel gedacht und von ilmen nichts dann das Beszte
geredet, ja sie zu der Seligkeit noth und nlitz verkimdert und geprediget,
wovon alle seine Episteln Zeugnisz geben.' !Christus will das Gése‘bz,
vollbracht haben, die Narren wollen es vertilgen; Paulus lobt das
Gesetz, dasz es gub sei, die Narren scheltens, dasz es bbse sei, darum

dasz sie nach dem Fleisch wandern und den Geschmack des Geistes nicht

ll*Ullmnn, 9.2. Q:_t-, PP. %7'248'
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haben, 1115

Certain passages from this writing on faith would lead one to v
think that the theology whieh he presented is identical with that of
the Reformation, Both came during the same period, namely, when the Re-
formation was having its beginnings and wi’len Stavpitz was ‘still maintaine-
ing intimate relations with itg leaders. In this writing Staupitz makes
the strenuous attempt to define his entire theological position. Tﬁi&
writing therefore becomes something of a "thoroughly practical ten=
dency." And so it is that the presentation of the doctrine of faith fell
into the background of the writing. "His own religious experience and
his knowledge of Christian experience in general drove him, indeed,
again and egain to lay all stress upon it, as over against the assaultis
of temptation; but in his general theological system, it had not been
able to win for itself the proper position, not to suitably adjust it
self to those velements which disputed its claim. He fails here to look
carefully for tl;at in the subject by which salvation is realiy and
fundamentally ap:pfn‘priated. The whole weight . . . falls simply vpon
the divine working ,- which itself produces even this appropriation. It
isg, indeed, grented that for the inmer Christian life the light of
faith is the first requirement. Bul that life itself in reality begins
with the love which is bgrn of the love from above, and the presenta-
tion of it . . . proceeds at once to deal with progress in love and
the perfection of love, by ﬁieans of which the spirit of the one so lov-

ing becomes one spirit with God; faith, meamwhile, is not again taken

13y, Keller, Die Reformation und die alteren Reformparteien (Leip=-
zigs S. Hirzel, 1885), pp. 346.347.




37"

into consideration in the first tract. . . . Instead of presenting faith
as a positive apprehending and receiving of the objectively presented
salvation and Saviour, Staupitz constsntly speaks rather of a renounc=
ing of self by the subject, of a simple waiting upon God in complete |
obedience and perfect resignation, and, finally of a 'perfect empty-
making of the spirit.t" 16 |

In the same year, 1519, a second work by Staupitz was publisgheds:

Von der Nechfolpung des Willigen Sterbens Christi. In this writing one

can detect the predominant zeal for an essential inner union with Christ.

He speaks of the most complete union, in which the beliéver and follow-
er of Christ has swrrendered himself entirely to God.+7 U"Whoever is in
Christ through faith, makes it his business to imitate him, first in his
life, and then particularly in his sufferings and death.® This work was
dedicated to a Countess Agnes of Hansfeldt and Heldrungen. In the work
he ¥ghows '"How a good man being subjected to the necessity of dying,
should deport himself, in order to give to Christ a voluntary life, pas-
slon, and death, in retwrn for his suffering and dying.'! Here he mainly
illustrates the ideas of Paul, that death entered the world by sin, that
from the first trensgression sin spread itself over the whole race, that
Christ has vanquished sin and dsath, and that his passion and death, to
which the victory is due, have also become to us a pattern of how we
should suffer and die, 'Die like Christ . . . and without doubt, you

will die a good and blessed death, Let &ll who please learn from St.

16x8st1in, op. git., pps 66.67.
Y1bid. , p. 66.
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Peter , or other saints, how to die, or observe how good men close their
lives. I will learn the lesson from Christ and from none else., He is
the pattern given me by God, according to which I am to act, and suffer,
and die. He only it is, whom ell men can follow, and in whom holy liv-
ing, suffering, and -dying, are prefigured to all, so that no one can
act, or suffer, or die well, unless it be done conformably to him in
whose death that of all others was swallowed up. 18

The later writings of Staupitz at first glance would seem to in=
dicate that he had followed the entire teaching of the Reformation,
but +hat all vwhich was lacking was an open and public espousal of the
cause, and a denunciation of the erwrorsg both temporal and spiritual,
which were to be found in the Church. However, his theological views
do fall short of presenting the 'intelligent faith! of Luther and his
Reformation,t?

Staupitz never did intend to leave the Catholic Church, and he
never did leave. He died as an abbot of a Benedictine monastery. It
is interesting to note, howsver, ®that his books weré put on the Index
by the Council of Trent, 1563, and were burnt as heretical with all his
correspondence by order of his successor, Abbot Hartln of St. Peter, in
the court of the convent at Salzburg in 1584." The note in this refer-
ence also points out one of the many errors that appear in the papsl

catalogue of heretical bocks of 1883, in which the following statement

lSUllman.n, op. clt., pp. 248.249.
l9KBB‘blin, op. g._'l’;., Pe 64-
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is made: "Staupitius ist in den Index gekommen, weil Cochlaeus bel dem ﬂ
Jehre 1517 ihn neben Luther als Gegner Tetzels erwihnt., Er ist in der

l. Classe geblieben bis auf diesen Tag, obschon man in Rom oder wenlg-

stens in Trient, jedenfalls Benedict XIV, wohl hHtte wissen kBunen, dass

er als guter Katholik als Abt von St. Peter zu Salzburg gestorben,m20

20p, Schaff, History of the Christian Church (Second edition re=
vised; New York: Charles Scribmer's Soms, 1916), VI, p. 121.




CHAPTER IV.

THE INFLUENCE OF JOHANN VON STAUPITZ UPON MARTIN LUTHER

The description of the first meeting between Staupitz and ILuther
is often presented in a very dramatic fashion by the earlier blographers
of Luther. They speak of the drudgery which he at first had to mdei'go
at hig entry into the cloister as a Magister. They also tell that the
other monls maliciously rejoiced because of the work he had to do, work
witch kept him from the study of his Bible and the theologians, At times
ne had to suffer weeks of sleeplessness in order to préy the postponed
hours he had missed in the chapel. When Staupitz came to Erfurt, ac-
cording tc these biographers, he immediately noticed Luther's vexation
and prepared to bring an end to his troubles. Such intense interest of
the Vicar~Gensral towards this 'Laienbruder! aroused the fm:'ther jeal=
ougy of the cloister brothers, and this in twrn caused Luther more um=
rest. The blographers write that 1t was a general confession to Stau=
pitz which uncovered the state of Luther's soul., This confession was
alsc the "Anlasz und Beginn der LBsung des dramatischen Knotens. Wie
ein Vater seinem irrenden Kind ging er ihm nach und wuszte sein Ver—
trauen zu gewinnen, bembhte er sich, dem wunderlichen Gedankengang des

griibeinden I¥nchs zm folgen.tt

It is true that the turning=point in Luther's cloister life was

IScheol, op. git., pp. 70.7L.
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occagioned by the Vicar~General. It was this final turning away from
Catholicism which the biographers and traditions played up in such a
drematic mammer. However, they very often factuslize a general state-
ment of Luther's or of his contemporaries:

Ob die Schilderung nicht allzu summarisch sei wmd spltere
Aussagen Luthers allzu wahllog verwends, wurde nichi erwogen. Die
Hilfesmittel zur Sicht der Uberligfe liesz man wngenutzt
liegen. YVas aus chronclogischen Grimden moglich oder arnelmbar
sei, wurde nicht gefragt. Was der verfassungsrechtliche Ralmen,
in dem nun eimmal auch Luthers Leben stand, wahrscheilnlich machs
oder nicht, wurde keiner Reachtung gewlirdigt oder mur leicht |
gestreift, Lieber folgte man einem verwilderten Text der Tischree ‘
den oder den Angaben jener Hlteren Biographen, die wemig genug
wuszten, aber unbefangen fabulierten, wenn das geschichtliche Wis-
gen versagte. So sprach man denn mit einer Selbsverstindlichkeit, ;
die jedsn kritischen Zwelfel mit dem Tadel der Vermessenhait bew E
legt hitte, von dem blassen und ungehfirmten jungen Hbnch, dessen
Korper dle Marter der Kasteiungen und dis Last der seelischen
Not kawm zu ertregen vermochte. Man erzBhlite von einem alles Mags
fberschreitenden Wachen, Frieren und Fasten, von einen libereifri-
gen Studiws, von peinlichen und éngstlichen Forschen in der Schrift,
sowoit sie bberhaupt gebffnet werden durfte, von martervollen Ent=
tluschungen und neuen Hofinungen, die doch unerfillt blieben, von
den Qualen der Verzweiflung, die den seelischen und kbrperlichen
Zugemmenbruch herbeigefihrt hftten, wenn nicht in Staupitz der
Retter erstanden wire, der zunfichst den von den Kbnchen Schikan=
jerten seinem eigentlichen Beruf zugeflhrt und dem im Dunkel Ver=—
sagenden das Licht des Evangeliums angeszlndet und ihn auf den Weg
geleitet hiite, der zu Paulus hinflhrie und von aller Not befreite.
In ungefbhr zwei Jahren sieht man Luther aus der HBlle der Ver-

4 zweilling in den Himmel der Seligkeit gelangen. Spitestens 1507
steht er in den Anfingen der neuen Erkemntnis, die die katholische
Welt aus den Angeln zu heben berufen wars:
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It wag in the Erfurt cloister that Staupitz and Luther first bee
came acquainited, Just when that occurred is not certain. One can find
no proof for the supposition that already in the year 1506 there was
intercourse between Staupitz and Luther., "Luther had gained no intimate

relations with Staupitz in the first yeav of his cloister life, ai all

2Ibid., p. 70,
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events until the swmer of 1507 "3 One can not say for certain that
Staupitz visited the Erfurt monastery in that year, 1505 to 1506. It .
is probazble that he was ia Erfurt on July 5, 1504. The following year
one can only sucrmise his visits as far as Erfurt is concerned. On the
24th of April, 1505, Staupitz was in Weimar, & short time before this
he had been in the vicinity of Erfurt. S0, with reasonable certainty
one may asswne that he visited Erfurt in April, 1505, However, this
was before Luther's conversion to the monastic lifs. A second visit to
Erfurt in that same year would have been impossible. Just where Stau=
pitz went from VWeimar is not known. In August, 1505, he was the re-
presentative legate of the Ernestines at a court battle with Duke
George., This business, whichk naturally was not the only occurrence of
the affair, made & vigit in Erfurt bstween April 1505, and Jume, 1506,
impossible, In the fall of 1506 he was commissioned by the Elector to
travel to Rome and procure the papal permission for the establishment
of Wittenberg University. Before he left for Rome he ¢ould have stopped
at Erfurt for a brief wvisit in the fall of 1506, sbout the time that
Luther took the monastic vow. But historical proof for such a visit
has not been found. It has been established, however, that during the
novitiate of Luther, Staupitz did not visit Erfurt. At best he could
have made contact with him at his profession. But from there on, from
the fall of 1506 watil April, 1507, there could have been no inter=
course between the two., Staupitz was in Italy during these months. At

the earliest he could have returned by February, 1507, to report to the

3Ibid,, p. 7L.
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Elector at Wittenberg. But it is also possible that he'participatad in
the general chapter of the Order which convened at Naples in May of
1507, If that is the case then he did not return to Germany umtil the
summer of 1507. Then he could not have appeared in Erfurt until Imther
celebrated his first mass, in the summer of 1507.%

Therefore, one can not assume a dacisive contact between Staupitz
and Luther during the latter's novitiate and preparation for the priegt-
hood. If Staupitz visited Erfurt before his trip to Italy, it would

seem impogsible that with such a hasty visit he could become so intimate

‘with Luther. Officielly Staupitz would have no knowledge of Luther be=

fore the ordination to the priesthood. The novice was entirely under
the supervision of the Prior of the cloister.® It is possible that
Staupitz had given permission to the Erfurt Prior to receive Luther in-

to the cloister. Article 16 of the constitution stateds 'Nullus nisi

decimum octavum agetatis attigerit annum in congregstionem nostram ad

ordinem recipiabur absgue Viceril Generalis licentia speciali.! But

still it was permissible for the Prior to make this report to the dise
trict superintendent rather than to the Vicar-General.® This same con-
stitution, however, threatened the Prior with grievous penalties if he

arbitrarily advanced a brother to the priesthood: It was stated: 'Sub-

ditum pullum ad gacros ordines sine licentia wicarij generalis promo-

ueri faciat.' For this he required the permission of the Vicar=General.,

4Ipid., p. 72.
5Ibid., pPp. 72.73,

6..1.'9.1.@.-, I, p. 329.
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; It is possibls that this was granted in writing, but it is also possi-
ble that it was procured in s meeting with Staupitz, most likely when
he was in Erfurt in the fall of 1506.‘7
The novices of the Order were given other duties than the study of ’
theology. It was not until the vow that they were delegated to study
and special service. It seems that Luther's state of mind during the
first two years of monastic life was left more or less to its o;?n re-
sources with rospect to his studies, and, particularly with respect to
the state and tendency of his ldeas. It was in his third year as =
monk that he was struck with terror.8
Stawplta,
who had acquired discermment by long experience, easily distin-
quighed the young monk from all his companions. He felt drawm
towards him . . . and availed himself of the opportunities his
office accorded for gaining the confildence of the ycung monk. Gy
He approached him affectionately and endeavored in every way to
overcome the timidity.?
He saw the fear that was lurking in the heart of Luther. He sent Luther
on several short trips about the country to various parishes and con-
vents situated near Erfurt. Staupitz did this "either to cccupy his
[Lu':,hcr's] mind, or for the sake of necessary exercise; or elss to

accustom himself to preaching."lo Luther was also entrusted with a num-

ber of delicate commissions on behalf of the Order by Staupitz and his

TIbid., 1T, p. 73.
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superiors. By such methods they made "quiet preparations for his advance= |

ment. "1

It seems as if Staupitz had more or less of a presentiment that
Luther would accomplish much in the world, He had heard of an old Roman |
rumour that an Eremite would seize the crown of Rome. He once said in
Jest to Luthers "I have thought, that if it is an Eremite who will do
this, I know very well that it will be an Augustinian monk,"12

Some hold that the intimate relations between Staupitz and Luther
began already in the year 1508 when Luther was called to Wittenberg to

continue his theological studies at the University and also to lecture. 13

However, as we shall see below, this was not very likely. As professor
at the Unlversity Luther became a colleague of Staupitz.

Whether he was directed by Staupitz himself or by his Order to take
upon himself this office is not clear. [Note: According to llelane
chthon he was requested by Staupitz,] According to Luthar himself
his transference from Erfurt to Witfenberg wes the result of a
isudden' resolution, apparently on the part of his superiors, and
may have been due to an urgent request for assistance on the part
of Staupitz. At all events it proved to be a momentous step in his
early career, since it brought him into close touch with one who,
on his own confession, exercised a marked influence on his early
religious development. That Staupitz had already a particular in=

llLindsay, A History of the Reformation, op. cit., p. 205.

125, 3. Beck, Lutherthmb yor Luthero, Das ist: Theologische und Hige
torische Auszflivhung Auff die zwo Fragen: l. Wo unsere Evangelische
Kirche yor Luthero gewesen sey; 2. Ob unsere liebe Vor Eltern und alle
bey etliche hundert Jahren hero im Papstthumb Abgestorbene ewig selig
worden? In welcher mit gnugsemen Rundamenten und den dargethan und
- Sonnenklar erwiesen wird dasz unsere genandte Lutherische Lehr eben dig
Bralte Recht Catholische Prophetische und Apostolische Lehre und mit
nichten eine Neuerung sey wie sie bisgzanhero von dem Gegentheil mit

ohnge deten Vorgeben beschmitzet und wvor aller Weit auszgeruffen
Worden (Frankfurt: Johann Beyers, 1658), p. 157.

13Mackinnon, op. cit., pp. 124,125,
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terest in him and that his object in bringing him to Wittenberg

was to help him in his gpirituzl conflict . . . is mersly con-
Jjeeture. L

Staupitz! object in bringing Luther to Wittenberg may also have been”
fito take him out of himself and give him an engroésing occupation in |
the midst of new scenes."l9

When Luther arrived in Wittenberg he found that he was not entire-
1y a stranger to his fellow~professors. He was well acquainted with
Staupitz, with his former teacher Trutvetter, and with others on the
faculty., The men who were to be his colleagues were men who were ime~
prezsed with the new learning, but as yet were so engrossed in the
traditional scholastic methbds of thought that there was nothing to ais-
tinguish them, Humsnism and the 'new theology! had not as yet gained |
root emong them, "Staupitz, Trutvetter, Scheurl, GBde, Pollich, had
aone of them broken with the past, either consciously or unconsciously;
all we can say of them is, that they were men not incapable of movement
and willing to turn their faces towerds new light. . . . It was the
life of Erfurt over again, before the new humanism had laid hold of it,n16

Luther arrived in Wittenberg during October of 1508 provisionally
to £ill the chair of the Augustinian Order in the facully of arts. He
was twenty-five years of age, and it was indeed an honor for him to be s‘

called, But with that honor there were also grave responsibilities.

Mlbl@-: P. 126,

15), G. McGiffert, Martin Luther, The Man and His Work (New Yorks
The Century Co., 1911), p. 34.

16Beard, op. git., p. 175
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From the very start he had to apply himself vigorously to his task,

e felt like a student facing the terrible ordeal of hazing.
In the first place, he had to lecture on Aristotle's Nicomachean
Ethics for a full hour, at two o'clock, four times a wesk, and he
had to lead the student disputations three evenings a week. At the
same time he had to continue his own studies in the theological
faculty, attending at least two hours of lectures on each of the
four days of the week. In addition, he had to take part in the
recitations and disputations of the theologians. His load pro=
bably became even heavier during the summer semester. For after
he had been made baccalaureus biblicus on March 9, 1502, hs was
obliged tc undertake another course of lectures in addition to the
one in the arts faculty. This additional lecture series was on a
number cf chapters of the Bible, agsigned to him by the theologi=
cal faculty. Ileanwhile he was undoubtedly required to atiend the
recitations and disputations under both faculties just as he had
before., He succeeded in finishing his theological study in the
f2ll by passing his examinations on the Sentences. Before deliver-~
ing the required inaugural lecture, however, he was suddenly called
back to Erfurt. This first year at Wittenberg was, therefore, a
year of unusual industry for Brother Martin, In a letter to John
Braun in Eisenach, dated March 17, 1509, he complained about the.
grind, particularly in philosophy. He found little pleasure in
philosophy anywey. He would have preferred trading it for theology
from the very start - for the Occamistic theology which 'delves
into the kernel of the nut, the core of the wheat, and the merrow
of the bones,' For in Wittenberg Luther had again encountered the
great exponent of this theology, Jodocus Trutvetter, who had
fallen into disfavor among the Erfurters. When Luther wrote this
letter, he was burdened with so many tasks of one kind or ancthexr
that he actually had to steal time to write ite-’

As we said above, it is doubtful whether the year Luther spent at
Wittenberg, 1508 to 1509, enzble him fo come into intimate relstions with
Staupitz. During this year, asg in‘previcus years, business of the Order -
kept Staupitz on the road and away from his duties in the classroom most
of the time. It cannot be shown that he stayed in Wittenberg for any
length of time during the year 1508 to 1509. During the summér semester

of 1509 he wes once more slmost constantly occupied with the affairs of

l:;'chahme:t', op. eit., p. 52.
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the Order outgide of the city of Wittenberg. Ons can also see that the
marginal notes of Luther's text-book on the Sentences have no trace of
the influence of Staupitz in them. Especially significant is the sec~
tion on predestination, in which field, as we shall see below, hs re-=
ceived most beneficial instruction from Staupitz. "As far as can be
determined, he returned to his monastery in Erfurt in October, 1509, with
the same spiritual outlook with which he had left it a year before.” 18
The following years which Luther gpent in Erfurt witnessed the

gr‘ea't-est gtruggle in the controversy of the proposed union in the Order

v
fostered by Staupitz., This controversy developed to such lengiths by
1510 that the seven monasteries dissenting to the union decided to send
delegates to headquarters in Rome and gain an appeal to the merger. The
main force behind this movement were the brothers at Exrfurt. It msy
have been possible that Staupitz had desired to have Luther return to
Erfurt in 1509 to try to smooth things over for his po]_icy.l9 However,
Tuther's "attitude toward Staupitz during this controversy in the Con=
gragetion . . . would not suggest that his personal relations with the
vicar-general were as close as his own account of their mutual friend-
ship would imply."° In December of 1510, Luther accompanied another
delegate to Rome, The mission was a feilure and he and his companion

returned,

181hid., p. 53.

194, E. Jacobs, Martin Luther, the Hero of the Reformation 1483-
1546 (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1900), p. 38.

zoﬂoehmer, op. ¢lte, Pe 53.
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This controversy within the Order held a meaning for Luther also, /
"not only for his imner development but also for the progress and out=
come of the Reformation, was the fact that the termination of the cone
troversies meant his transfer back to Wittenberg in the summer of
1511,"%1 Even though the mission failed the Erfurt monks contimued
their opposition to Staupitz. A short time after his return from Rome
Luther was convinced by the accomodating policy of Staupitz that it was
quite inadvisable to continue the quarrel among the monasteries. This
view alienated him from the majority of the Erfurt monks who heatedly
maintained their trighis.' Lang, however, shared Luther's view. The
friction between the monks which followed this differerjlce of opinion
would explain the resolve of these two to have themselves transferred
by Staupitz to Wittenberg. The fact "seems to have been that the con-
troversy had become by this time largely an academic one, and that
Luther had gcod reason tc dissent from the meticulous spirit oi the
majority of his brethren at Erfurt,"??

Luther's re~transfer to Wittenberg came in 1511, There he con= ‘/
tinued his studies at the University. Early after Luther's return L\,
Staupitz urged him to take the degree of Doctor of Divinity. The con-~
versetion between the two in which this subject was brought up was held
in the monastery garden under a pear tree. Here the monks were accus=
tomed to spend the time prescribed for their recreation. Staupitz was

also in the habit of doing this when he was in Wittenberg. One day,

2l1bi4. , p. 80,

22Mackinnon,. op. eit., p. 145.
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shoﬁtky after the elaborate ceremonies of September 16 and 17, 1511,
during which the doctor's cap was conferred upon four Augustinian Er-
emites, he was sitting under this tree talking to Luther., He said to
hims "Herr, Magister, you must become a doctor and a preacher; then you
will have something to do."™ Luther said: 'I had all of fifteen argu~-
ments ready with which to decline the offer of Doctor Staupitz . . .
but it did not help. I finelly said: 'But I shall die in all this!

He answered: 'Well, Our Lord God runs & very great business, and He can

also use wise pecple up there Itne3

The advice of Staupitz prevailed and on October 16, 1512, 3t. Luke's =

Day, Luther was admitted by the faculty as a Doctor of Divinity, and on
October 17 he was invested with the insignia of the doctorate by Andrew
Bodenstein,24 More than a yeer had elapsed between the command of Staus-
pitz end the £inal conferring of the degree upon Luther. This delay was
probably due to the lack of funds necessery for the degree. The fees
were "50 gulden for ordinary candidates and 17 gulden for mendicant
monks," Staupitz, who was required to pay this as Vicar~General of the
Order, was unable to meet the requirements, probably, because of the
lavish ceremonies comnected with the advancement of the four Augustine
iang to doctorates on September 16 and 17 of the previous year. Stau=

pitz then appealed to the Elector who was "willing to give only when

234, Luther, ILuthers Sinmtliche Werke (Frankfurt a.M. und Erlangen:
Heyder & Zimmer, 1854), LIX, p. 186, (Hereafter to be foot-noted as
Luther, Simmliche Werke).

24N, Michelet, The Lifs of Luther ¥ritten by Himgelf, translated
by William Hazlitt (London: George Bell and Sons, 1898), p. 18.
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he had the assurance that it would contribute toward his own salvation
or help his new university.® He would not provide the required funds
unless Staupitz promised him that "for the rest of his life, Martinus
would be responsible for the lectureship on the Bible in the theologie
cal facully which formerly appertained to him (St.aupitz).“25

After he received his doctorate Luther became a member of ¥the
Wittenberg Senate; and three weeks later succeeded Steupitz as Profes-
sor of Theology."®® At the time every professor of theology in the Order
was required to preach and every preacher was required to have studied
theology, Staupitsz therefore demanded thai Luther assume the office
of preacher. The appointment of the preachers of the Order was one of< ;
the duties of the Vicar-General.ZT But greatly as Luther later loved
preaching, he was lozth at the begilnning to take it up. Stauvpitz prac=
tically had to force him to undertake the work. Years afterward while
talking tc one of his young stu-dents at the University, who was. also
loath tec preschk, Luther told him of his ovm unwillingness to begin the
work when asked by S*:.au}:d.’c.z.28

It was during Luther's second appearance at Wiltenberg that the

t

intimate relationship and deep friendship between the two began. At

Wittenbarg Luther wes at the ssme time a pupil of Staupitz, As members

25Boehmar, op. Git., Pe 8.

26Lindsay, A History of the Reformation, op. git., p. 208.
27Boahpler, op. ¢it.; p. 83.

28Lyther, SHmutliche Werke, op. cit., pp. 185.186.
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of the same Order, they both lived in the same monastery. Here Luther
lived in daily contact with Steupitz when he was in the eity, "bound to
hin by the ties of common monastic and scholastic interests, spiritual
kinship, and mutual friendship.“29 Staupitz possessed a "deep, direct
gsense of religious need and of the fountain of pure grace and love re-
vealed in God, understood the art of guiding the distressed conscience."30
He was often quite puzzled by Luther's mammer of expressing himself, and
at the inner sgelf-torment he was experiencing. Staupitz aid not have
Luther?s "profound sense of the terriblensss of sin, and of the ubtter
corrupiness of human nature. But Staupitz had s very sympathetic heart.
He did what he could to relieve the mind, the agonies of which he never
was able fully to fathom."31 Not only were the words of Staupitz of
beneflit for the development of Luther, but also his very characier. Be~
fore this time Luther had before his mind the picture of an angry God.
The word "Father® to him carried with it the idea of severity. But
Staupltz becsme to Luther, as it wsre, a second father. In the lovable
personality of this man Luther saw kindness and love as the predominant
characteristic quality in the concept of fatherhood.32

Just to what extent Staupitz was able to aid Luther in the struggleéf
of his soul cannot be sald for certain. Steupitz lacked the gbility to

penctrate the fiery depths of Luther!s soul and find the real cause of

\J

“hiuiper, op. eit., p. 142,
30gBstlin, op. git., p- 68.

3luiper, op. git., p. 120.
32711
“Ibid.
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the wnrest. He did, however, offer his support as a practical Christian
who had fought his owmn way to a peace of soul. In his counselling Stau=
pltz made more or less of an appeal to "the common gsense of conseience.?33

Probably of greatest importance for Luther were three counsels of
Staupitz. He impressed upon Luther, in the first place, that a love for
God and rightecusnesz was not the end and completion of true penitence,
but the beginning. Secondly, he sought to lead Luther away from the
distressing thoughts of predestination. Lastly, he urged Luther to be=
come well acquainted with the Seripiures and bscome a "good textualis et
localis."34

With respect to the first problem Staupitz pointed out to Luther
that the whole penitent practice was "based on a mistaken principle.
Penitence ought to spring from the love of God and His righteousness,
not te be regarded as the means of attaining them by penitential works.
This was an impossible undertaking and could foster only the sense of
failure with resultant self~torment and misery. The love.of God is rather
the beginning than the gosl of true repentance.“35 Luther acknowledged
this counsel very readily in the letter he addressed to Staupitz on Hay
30, 1518, This letier accompanied his "Resolutions", or explanations,.
to the Hinety-five theses. He wrote:

I remember, dear Father, that once among those pleasant and
wholesome talks of thine, with which the Lord Jesus ofttimes gives

33Beard, op. cit., p. 162,

34p, 8. vatson, Let God Be God! An Interpretation of the Theology
of Martin Luther (Londons The Epworth Press, 1947), p. 19.

35Mackirmon, op. ¢it., p. 128.
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me wondrous consolation, tlmt poeniientia was mentioned. Ve were
moved with pity for many consciences, and for those tormentors

who teach, with rules immumerable and unbsarable, what they call

a modus confitendi, Then we heard thee say as with a voice from
heaven, that there is no true penitence which doea not begin with
love of righteousness and of God, and that this love, which others,
think to ve the end and the completion of penitence, is rather its
beginning.

This word of thine stuck in me like a sharp arrow of the
mighty, and from that time forth I began to compare it with the
texts of Seripture which teach penitence. Lo, there began a
Jjoyous geme! The words frollicked with me everywhere! They
laughed and gamboled around this saying. Before thet there was
scarcely a word in all the Scriptures more bitter to me than
'penitence?, though I was busy making pretenses to God and trying
Lo produce a forced, feigned lovey but now there is no word which
has for me a sweeter or more pleasing sound than 'penitence?!. For
God's commands are swoet, when we find that they are to be read
not in books alone but in the wounds of our sweet Saviour.

After this it came about that, by the grace of the learned
men who dutifully teach ug Greek and Hebrew, I learned that this
word is in Groek metanoia and is derived from meta and noun, i.e.,
post zud mentem, so thal poenitentia or metanoia is a 'coming %o
one's senses,' and is a knowledge of one's own evil, gained after
punishment has been accepted and error acknowledged; and this cane-
not possibly happen without a change of heart and our love, All
this enswers so aptly to the theology of Paul, that nothing, at
least in my judgnment; can so aptly illustrate St. Paul.

Then I went on and saw that metanoia can be derived, though
nct without violence, not only from irans and mantem, sc that
metancia signifies a changing of the mind and heart, becauss it
seemed to indicate not only a change of hearf but also & mamner
of changing it, i. e.; the grace of God. For that 'passing over
of the mind,! which is true repentance, is of very frequent men=
tlon in the Scriptures. Christ has displayed the true significance
of the old word 'Passover'; and long before the Passover, Abraham
was a type of it, when he was called a 'pilgrim?, i.s., a '"Hebrew,®
that is to say, one who Tpassed over'! into lNesopotamia, as the :
Doctor of Bourgos learnedly explains, With this accords, too, the title
of the Psalm in which Jeduthum, i.e., 'the pilgrim', is introduced
as the singer.

Depending on these things, I ventured to think those men
false teachers who ascribed so much to works of penitence that
they let us scarcely anything of penitence itself axcept trivial
satisfactions and leborious confessions, because, forsooth, they
had derived their idea from the Latin words poenitentiam ageras,
which indicates an action rather than a change of heart, and are
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in no way an equivalent for the Greek metanoia.36

Luther did not at the time fully grasp the meaning of the term and
everything that was connected with it, As he wrote above in the letter,
he came to a fuller understanding through the study of Seripture, espec~
ially the writings of Paul. However, the counsel of Staupitz did con=-
tribute "materially to assuage the torment of conseience which the

Sacrament of Penance had caused him.“37

Staupitz had early and thoroughly understood the insufficiency of
human works and virtuous exercises towards winning salvation anc avail-
ing before God. According to Luther he would tell him: "I have vowed

to God more than a thousand times that I would be pious, and did not
keep it, I will therefore not place myself under such an oath that I
will be pious, for I can never keep it, and then I will never 1ie,"38
He also told hims

I have very often vowed, in fact, daily, that I would be more

plous, and to that I confessed and pledged my word that I wc_:uld

better my life . . . but I found no success in that, and yet my
earnestness was sincere; just as it was with Peter when he swore
to live after Christy I will never make God a liar. There is

nothing I can do now 50 I will wait until God will come to me

with His grace. If He does not, then everything is lost. For
the will of man either makes him bold or fil%s him with despair,
since man can never fulfill the Law of God.3

A short time after Staupitz left Wittenberg he wrote Luther in

364, Luther, VWorks of Martin Luther with Introduction snd Notes
(Philadelphias A. J. Holman Go., 1915), I, pp. 39-4l.

37l&ackinnon,. op. ¢it., p. 129.
38Luther, Simmtliche Werke, op. cit., XLVIII, p. 201,

39bid., LVIII, pp. 214.125.
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answer to the latter's letter:
You want to be without sins, and yat' you have no real sins. Christ
is the forgiveness of true sins, such as murder of parents, open

blasphemy, contempt of God, adultery, etc., those are the real sins.
You must keep a register in which you record all the real sing if

Christ is going %o help you; you must not condemn yourself with your

bunglz,ﬁg and imaginary sins and make a sin out of every breaking of
wind, :

Staupitz gave Luther the advice to regisier his sins beeause he thought
that by this means he could drive from Luther's mind "the idea that he
was a grievous simner. . . . He hardly observed that the real ceause of
Luther's inner distress was not so much fear of hell as the yearning
for certainty of forgiveness.“/*l This catalogue of sins was perhaps
that to which Luther referred in a letter to Spalatin, written in 1514:

Thus was my Staupitz wont formerly to console me in my sSorrow.

Thou wishest, he sald, to be a sham sinner, and to have Christ

as a gham Saviour. Thou must accustom theyself to the thought

that thou are a real sinner, asnd that Christ is a real Saviour;

the doings of God are neither unreal nor absurd; He is not jest=

ing with us in sending His Son and delivering Him up for us.

For the forgiveness of his sins Staupitz pointed Luther to Christ. |
"One must contemplate the man called Christ." He showed him that this |

g

involved believing in Christ who died on the Cross for man's aimj' He
was himself of the opinion that the death of Christ was not sufficient
for the atonement of sins, but that man had to supplement the death of
Christ through one's own merits; the same view thet was held by his

former teacher Biel, These words of Staupitsz, however, "succeeded in

401bid,, p. 182,
uBoehmer, op. git., p. 107,
42y, Luther, as quoted in Beard, op. clt., P. 162.
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confusing Luther and driving him to 'begin to éompare. his words with the
words of Holy Seripture,'n43

At first Luther could not grasp the full meaning of these words be=
cause of the old doctrines he had been taught, namely, that God could
pardon a sinner only when that ginner had done everything in his power
to merit such forgiveness. But here Staupitz failed to help him be-
cause he continued to adhere to Bielt's principle. Therefore Luther's
conception of Christ and His death was different from that of his
counsellor, He did not see Christ's life and death as a "revelation of
the love of God, as Staupitz did, but rather a manifestation of the
tunalterable sternness of God with sin and sinners.'" Even though
Luther lster did hold a different view of the Cross than did Staupite,
he never did forget that it was Staupitz who first pointed him to Christ,
the Crucified Saviour.4

The second important counsel to Luther was the advice of Staupitz

in the problem of predestination: did he belong to the elect or to the g-
damned? ILuther was not satisfied with the Occamist doctrine of pre- 7‘
destination that scme were predestined to salvation and the rest to
damnation. When he took up the Augustinian view of predestination he
realized a new kind of fear, for in this he saw himself standing help-
lessly before a

Being of Force who could be moved to grace or disfavor neither
by human desire nor human acts, so that he himgelf had absolute=

43Bochmer, op. git., pp. 104.105.
441pid. , pp. 105.106.
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1y no power to change the fate tc which he was destined from all .
eternity; indeed, that he was not even able tz determine whether
he belonged to the elect or to the reprobate. 5

Much later Luther wrote of the despair that filled him when beset with

such thoughiss

No tongue can tell, no pen can write what a man suffers in such

moments, . . . If this suffering were to last for only a half-hour,
yea, only the tenth part of an hour, he would be utterly destroyed
and his bones would turn to ashes, At such a time God in his wrath
appears dreadful beyond all imagination. And like God, so the

whole creation, No flight is possible. There is nothing that can
comfort., Everything ceases.46 >

VWhen Luther confessed such problems to Staupitz, the latter first
put him agide with the retort: "I do not understand what you are saying.®
Luther was accustomed tc hear the identical answer from his other cone
fessors, He later said of this:

I thought thet I was the only one who had ever experienced these

tapiritual temptations! and I felt like a dead men., Finally, one

day as I sat at a table, sad and downcast, Staupitz asked me,

"Why are you so sad?' I replied, 'Oh, where can I go?*' Then he

said, 'Oh, you do not know why it is necessary (for you to be thus

tempted), Otherwise, nothing good would come of you.' He thought

of course, that I wag a scholar, and that if I were tempted I

would become proud.4!

Staupitz failsd to understand Luther's problem because he himself had ~
never experienced anything like it. At a later confession, however, he
began to suspect just how deeply and seriously Luther was troubled with
this problem. He then advised Luther:

If you want t¢ meditate about predestination, then begin with the

Am.-p Pe 97-

1'6&. Luther, as quoted in Boehmer, op. cit., Pp. 98.

4%vig., p. 103.
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wounds of Christ, for then all meditating about predestination
ceases and falls, On the other hand, when one indulges in con-
tinued meditation, then Christ, His Word and Sacrament is nullie-
fied. I forget all, what Christ is and what God is when I think
such thoughts, and then begin to consider God a villain and a
jailer. So then, believe the Word, in which God has manifested
Himgelf, and abide by that. If you believe thzt you have the
correct plan for your salvation and blessedness. But in meditate
ing about predestination we forget God, and the 'Laudate! ceases
and the 'Blasphemate' begins, For it is in Christ that all
treasures lie hidden, and without Him they can not be had.48
What exactly did Staupltz mean by this counsel? Was it that
Luther's problem in this manner would be completely solved? No, othere
wise he surely would have expressed the same sentiments in his book on
that subject (Predestination, 1517). He merely made use of the situa-
tion. He wanted to stop Luther's preoccupation with the problem caus=- ]
ing hinm so much fear, Luther himself said a chance word now and then
would take him completely oub of his f,roubles. and bring him peace., So
here, too, the visions of hell were displaced by the image of Christ.":
Then the anxiely over predestination disappeared for a time., "As an

earnest, practical mystic, and a sympathetic personality he appliad the

heaeling casuistry of monkish practice to Luther's suffering and opened
Martin's eyes to a simpler conception of grace than he bad thus far

held, . . . It was his therapeutic religious personality, rather than) -~
" the novelty of his theological ideas, that was of such beneficial effect
on Luther,n4?

Luther was so relieved with the peace of soul which this counsel

48Luther, Simmtliche Werke, op. cit., IX; p. 160.

49R. H. Fife, Young Luther. The Intellegtual and Religious D:;gé-)-
opment of Martin Luther to 1518 (New Yorks The Macmillan Compaxy , =
* 141.
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furnished him that he often spoke of it. In a letter to Count Albrecht
of Mansfeld, December &, 1542, he said:
He was one of those stuck in such thoughts and temptations, and‘/
that if Dogtor Staupitz, or rather God through Dogtor Staupitsz,

had not helped me out of them, I would have drowned in them and .
gone into hell,5C 7

The third important counsel was the adviece to become well acquain—i':;;,?
ed with Scriptures. Staupitz was accustomed to say to Luther: "It 8 ‘
necessary for one to study the Holy Scriptures and God's Word with
great diligence and in all humility, and that we also earnestly pray that
we may not go astray from the truth of the Gospel.“51 He.likewise told
Luthers "It would bs doubtful and dangerous, were we to trust to our
'ovm strength; for it may easily happen to us to fail and go astray, even 3
in that which we know best and understand. . . . It is therefore of the
greatest necessity that we should study with diligence and all humility
the Holy Seriptures.®??

And so for the siudy of Scriptures Luther found in Staupitz a

timely counsellor, confirming his inelination and exhortinthim to

endeavor to gain a thorough textual and local knowledge of the

Word of God, From the way in which Staupitz . . . speaks of the

letter, not only of the Old Testament, but the New as well, pre=

senting it in contrast with the spirit as killing, we might be

led to fear that he had not only been driven beyond the limits of

human and scholastic learning to the Word of God, but bad also fal=-

len into the error of fanatical, spiritualistic conception of the

Holy Spirit, exalting himself under such supposed illumination

above the firm foundations of the divine Word, As evidence to the
contrary, however, we recall the weakness which he displayed in

5%uther, SBmmtliche Werke, op. cit., LVI, p. 3%
52Ullmann, op. cit.y pe 249.
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shrinking from a decisive support of the evangelistic doctrine as
against the ruling ecclesiasticism, and the fact that all his de~
votion to the Seriptures did not suffice to equip him with valor
and fortitude for the conflict when once the open breach had been
made., Yet, sensible of the dangers to which the unaided powers
and opinions of men are exposed, his pure religious feeling kept
him bound in humble submission to the written Word, . . . Im=-
pelled by this feeling, he faithfully maintained this high esti=
mation of the Scriptures as opposed to all human traditions and
all schelastic arts and sciences, just in so far, however, and
just as long as he could do so without engaging positively in the
great conflict. Thus he at one time quoted approvingly to Luther
a saying of the Elector Frederick the Wise, to the effect that
all sermons which deal in such traditions and such subtleties and
refinements are beyond measure frigid and weak, and that the
Seriptures alone by their majesty and power, without any help from
us, cast down all opposing bulwarks and compel recognition as &
yoice from above. It was in this spirit that Staupitz at that
tinme influenced Luthers; and he observed with amazement the rapid
progress of his pupil in the life of study thus commended; re=-
garding him in conseguence as superior to all others.?

Thus, in his counselling, Staupitz led Luther along quite the same S e

paths as those of Bernard, pointing Luther to the wounds of Christ, to =< .. '

cease his anxietics sbout predestination, and encouraging him to cling

et ot s SR BT ——

to the Sceriptures. On the other hand he urged Luther to realize that

he was a sinner before God, that he could gain fellowship with God only
through personal. trust in God, and above all convinced him +that "“he must

cease torturing and tormenting himself in accordance with the prescrip=

tion of Biel in the endeavor to gradually transform his natural self=
love into the pure love of God by the systematic treining of his ideas
and feslings." Yet Staupitz never was quite able to entirely rid Luther

of all his fears, but he did make Luther feel that he had a desire to

53K‘65t1i11, oD, cites; PPe 70.71.
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help him and listen to his 1:'1'01313111;::.54 f

Luther was very apt to "overestimate the help he had receilved from
them [those through whom God had helped him| , than to underestimate 1t." -
Very often, too, he would overestimate the help which he received from
Staupitz in conquering his fears and troubles. He had even given Stau=
pitz the idea that he was one of the 'forerunners' of the Gospel.55
However, it was through Staupitz and these counsels that Luther tumé i
from his despair to a brighter and more hopeful cutlook concerning his X
place and meaning before God, N ‘
After his resignation from the position as Dean of the Theological
Faculty of Wittenberg, Staupitz once more devoted his time to the visi-
tation and upbuilding of the Augustinian monasteries in Germany and
various surrounding countries. He still, however, maintained his close
connectiocn and friendship with Luther. He continued to guide and direct
Luther not only in his troubled spirit but also in the government of the

Order as his Superior.

It was probably through the influence of Staupity that Luther was o=
8.2 S et BILLS
lected %o the position of sub-vrior of the Augustinien monasiery at Witien-

berg already in May of 15125 A short time later he was placed in full | =

charge of the theological instruction in the monastery, also by S'baupitz.”'

S, Boshmer, Luther in Light of Recent Researgh, translated by i
Carl F. Huth (New York: The Christian Herald, 1916), pp. 100.101. -

5%Boehmer , Road to Reformation, op. cltey ps 107,

5%01{11‘111011, _‘ma Q.j_-_t_o, P- 145‘

"MoGiffert, op. gite, p. 50 ]
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During his frequent visitations to distant cities and countries, Stau:- 1,
pitz ordered Luther, hies junior in office, to perform the necessary
dutics of the office. On Mey 1, 1515, Luther was elected to the office
of rural vicar. This occurred in the chapter meeting of the Augustin=-
ians held ot Gotha under the presidency of Staupitz. At this meeting
Luther preached the sermon at the opening assembly in which he treated
of the contrasts which had developed within the various congregations,
namely, as a Catholic author states, "the 'little saints' and their
calumies against the monastic brethren who disagreed with them in mat-
ters of discipline. With extreme acerbity, and employing the crudest
and most repulsive figures of speech he scourged their criticism of
others as inspired by love of scandal and malevolent detraction."5® It
seems, however, that the majority of the brethren were in agreement
with Luther since he was elected - again probably through the influence
of Staupitz, Luther was thirty-one years old at the time. His duties
consisted in the superintendence of the affairs and the interests of
eleven monasteries, under the supervision of Staupitz.59
In 1516 Luther quitted his chair of theology at the University fow

a while to fulfill other duties of the Order which Staupitz had confided

in him, He had charged Luther to visit the monasterdes in his distriet A

while he himself was absent on business elsewhere. This order permitted

Luther t0 gain a much better idea of the interior life of the cloisters

5%1‘18&1‘, _Q-Ec ELEU’ P. 61.
5%MeGiffert, op. cite, Ps 50.
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in the area. One can see from Luther's letters and other accounts that
he gained much from this visitation. One of the main things he streased

with the heads of the monssteries was that the brothers diligently study

the Bible and live according to it. The brothers in all the monasteries |

he visited now saw in Luther "die Zeichen eines herrlichen Werckzeuges
Gottes." He himgelf found that foi' the most part the monasteries were
ardent followers of the Gospel, and that many of them possessed and
taught the doctrines of Augustine, namely, the necessily and complete-
ness of the grace of God and the inability of man, 50

During these two yeers of visitations he held a number of confer=

~ences with Staupitz concerning the monasteries he visited. He met with

him on August &, 1516, at Himmel-Pforten aund there they decided that
John Lang should assume the honor of Iicentiate.él In that same year,
they met at Gwimma and there they received the "first detailed informa=
tion about the shocking activities of Tetzel® and the indulgence
trafic,% .

The visiﬁations completed Lulher retwrned to Wittenberg to resume

his duties as professor of theology. After being back for only a short

time he heard that the Elector was intending to promote Staupitz to the

60y, . LBschern, Y8llstandige Reformations-Acta und Documenta,
oder umstdndliche Vorstellung des Evengelischen Reformations-Wercks,
mit Einrlickung der darzu dienlichen, theils noch nie gedruckten, Nagh=
richten, So dasz dieses Werck zugleich vor Theologische Annales dienen
kan (Leipzig: Johann Groszens Erben, 1720), I, pp. 351.352.

6l1piqg,

&Dau, op. git., p. 26.
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office of a bishop.®® He wrote to Spalatin

urging him to use his influence ggainst the plan, on the ground that

the vicar~gensral was much too good for the position., Those

happy times are gone by when it was a fortunate thing to be a

bighop.. MNow there is no more miserable place, with its reveling

and carcusing after the manner of Sodom znd Rome. You see this
well enough when you compare the life and work of the old bishops
with those of our day. The best of them are immersed in publie
wars, while their homes have become a very hell of insatiable
greed. !

Luther also accompanied Staupitz to the dedication of a new monas=
tery at Eisleben in July of 1515.65 During the procegsion through the
streets on Corpus Christi Day, Luther welked beside Staupitz who care=
ried the sacred host. He suddenly was overcome with fear at the near— -
ness of the Body of Christ. In later 1life he spoke of the event: "I

was once terrified when Doctor Staupitz was carrying the sacrament in

a procession at Eisleben. I confessed that to him, He {Staupitz‘] said

£
to me: "It is not Christ, for Christ never terrifies; he ever comforts, t"56

As Staupitz! personal friend, Luther also.spoke in his behalf be=
fore the Elector, A%t one time Staupitz had incurred the displeasure
of the Elector and Luther wrote tc his Lord pleading the cause of his
friend:

It has alsc been told me, gracious lord, by the prior at Erfurt,

who had it from your grace's confessor, that your grace is dis-

pleased with Dr., Steupitz, our dear and worthy father, because of
something he has written. When he was here and visited with your

_63Tentzel, op. cit., p. 170.
64Lu"c.her, as quoted by McGiffert, op. cit., p. 71

85Grisar, op. cit., p. 6l.

66Luther, SBmmitliche Werke, op. cit., LVIII, pp. 140.141,
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grace at Torgau, I spoke about it to him and expressed my regret
about your displeasure, and although I could not discover that he
thought of your grace in any way but the most affectionate fash-
ion.. He remarked finally, 'L do not believe I have ever done
anything to displease my most gracious lord except to love him tco
much,' Therefore I beg you, graclous lord, in his behalf and 1
partly at his suggestlon, that you gill count on his good will and {
faithfulness as in the past . . . 6

During this period of intercourse between Staupitz and Luther ons -
can still detect most manifestly that personal friendship and complete
confidence. Each seemed to know and realize what the other wished to
do, Each geemed willing to give all possible aid to the other when . “
such aid and advice was needed.

On October 31, 1517, Luther nailed the Ninety-Five theses to the
Castle Church at Witienberg. Thus the Reformation claimed a public
notize., The indulgence coatroversy, ageinst which the theses were
directed, was its primary cause. Stavpitz is also made to pley a pard
in the ensuing controversy. Cochlaeus makes the assertion_tﬁat Albert

of Mainz intended to grant the sale of the indulgence to the Augustin-

ian Ordef which had been so zealous before in defe?ding the doctrine
of the indulgsnces. He, however, was persuaded to give the sale to the
Dominican Tetzel, who had already showm his able salesmanship with the
Teutonic Knights. As a result the Augustinians became enraged, especi=
ally the leaders, Staupitz end Luther.®® Pallavinci informs us that

Staupltz was a "warm adherent to the csuse of Luther, and . . . that

6Tuther, as quoted in MeGiffert, op. cit., b. 58,

6%, 0. Lea, A History of Auriculer Gonfession end Indulgences in
the Latin Church (Philadelphia, Pa.s Lea Brothers & Co., 1896), III,
P. 399.
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it was supposed to have been at his instigation that Luther first opposed\,-
hinself to the promulgation of indulgences."9 Staupits himself had been
one of those who had sharply spoken against the abuses connected with the |
sale of indulgences. Luther later appealed to the fact when he was de=
fending his own conduct.7o In his Table Talk, Luther also quotes Staﬁ-
pitz as saying: "When I undertook to write against the gross error of
indulgences, Dr. Staupitz said: Wat, would you write against the pope?
What are you about? They will not permit you to do this!' 'But suppose
they mist needs pormit it?! replied I, "7+

Staupitz did think in accordance with Luther with regard to the
abussg of the gale of indulgences. However, from what is kuown, it ap-
pears thal Luther acted quite independently when he undertook the dire
ect opposition. In the lptter of May 30, 1513, which accompanied his
"Regolutions" he wrotes

While this thought was boiling in my mind [poenitentia and
metancidl , suddenly new trumpets of indulgences and bugles of re=
missions began to peal and bray all aboubt us; bub they were nod
intendsd to arcuse us to keen eagernsss for battle. In z word,
the doctrine of trus penitence was passed by, and they presumed
to praise not even that poorest part of penitence which is called

'satisfection?, but the remission of that poorest part of peni-

tence; and they praiced it so highly that such praise was never
heard before. Then, too, they taught implous and false and
herstical doctrines with such suthority (I wished te say 'with
such assurance!) that he vho even muttered anything to the

contrary under his breath, would straightway be consigned to the
flames as a heretic, and condermed to eternal malediction.  Un=

5%. Roscoe , The Life and Pontificate of Leo the Tenth (London:
Henry G. Bohn, 1846), II, p. 120, :

7O4caiffert, op. git., p. 80 ,
“uther , as quoted in iichelet, op. git., p. 2l
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able to meet their rage hali-way, I determined to enter a modest
dissent, and to call their teaching into question, relying on the
opinion of all the doctors and of the whole Church, that to ren-
der satiefactlon is better than to secure remission of satisfac-
tion, i.e., to byy indulgences, Nor is there anybody who ever
taught otherwiss, Therefore, I published my Disputation, in other
words, I brought upon my head all the curses, high, middle and
low, which these lovers of money (Ishould say 'of souls!) are able
to send or to have sent upon me, For these most courteous men,
armed as they are, with very dense . acumen, since they cannot deny
what I have said, nor pretend that in my Disputation I have spoken
against the power of the Supreme Pontiff. That is the reason, Rev=
erend Father, why I now regretfully come out in public., For I have
ever been a lover of my corner, and prefer to look upon the beau=-
teous passing show of the great minds of our age rather than to be
looked upon and Jaughed at. But 1 see that the bean must appear
among the cabbages, and the black must be put with the white, for
the sske of the seemliness and loveliness.

I ask, therefore, that thou wilt take this foolish work of
mine and forward it, if possible, to the most Excellent Pontiff,
Leo ¥, wheve it may plead my cause egainst the designs of those
whe hate me. Not that I wish thee to shere my danger{ Nay, I
wish this to be done at my peril only., Christ will see whether
what I hove said is His or my omj and without permission there
is not a word in the Supreme Pontiff's tongue, nor is the heart of
the king in his own hand, He is the Judge whose verdict I awalb
of the Reman See. o .« .72

Likewice in Luther's letter to Staupitsz dated Jamuary 14, 1521, he .
wrote thet Staupitz had told him he had begun the work in the name of
Christ, The letter is as follows:

In the name of Jesus!

Greetings!. When we were in Augsburg, venerable father, you
said among other things concerming this affair: -'Remember,.‘bmuher,
that you have begun this in the name of our Lord '}'esus Christ;! I
have this word, not as coming from you, but as being spoken to me
through you, and I keep thal word in my memory.

Likewise I now also counsel you in the same words: May you
remember that you spoke them to me. Up until the preseut time

Tluther, Horks of Hartin Luther with Introductions and Notes,
QB. cit.; pp. 42.43.
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things seemed to be in jest in this affair, but now there arises
gonething before us that is very serious. As you also sald: 'If
this is not begun by God, then it is impossible that it will
suceeed.' This is definitely now in the hands of God and no cne
can deny that, But who can help now? What can one think? The
stir that is raised is go great that it seems it will not subside
until judgment day. That greal is the excitement on both sides.

Stiil, it does not stand the same today with the papacy as it
did yesterday and earlier. ZEven though they ban and burn books
and threaten to kill me, there is still something extraordinary be-
fore the door. How lucky the pops was when he could with power and
assaults bring aboul peacs in the Church. How he wishes he could
now use that power to bring Luther to hia death, I have alsc burn-
ed the books and the bull of the pope. I did this ai first with
trembling and with much prayer, but now I am very happy that ¥ did
it, in fact, more happy ebout that than any other action in wy en-
tire 1ife, since those things were moro permicious than I at first
thought. :

Euser writes in German against me at the instigation of Duke
George, who rages against me. At his court there are quite godless
things spoken against me, and he goes sboub with assaulis and mur=

3 $m he A 3 .-
der 1n his dealings.

I have been swmmoned in a letter from the Elector o appesr
before the Emperor., The Elector counselled me not to go, as did
also other of my friends. But God knows what is going on, Our
vicar, Vencesleus Link, has gone 10 Nirnberg. Teschius is ab
Grimme, He should heve left there by this time. Hay God be with
him, With us everything is well as formerly, Employlng very
gherp comments against the pope Hutten has attacked the bull.

Iy writings have besn tlwice burmed: &t Louvain,; Cologne, and
at Hoysnce; ab the lash place they wers burned with great derision
and great denger to those who burned them, Thomas Muwrmer has also
written violently against me., But I havs no concern about these
"Barflozer? and the Leipzig 'Esel!., Farewell, my dear father, and
pray for the word of God and for me; I am lashed and daghed about
in these flooda of affliction.

Hartin Luther, Auguetinian.73

Such words of Luther would seem to indicate & situation different from

" DHertin Luther, Dr. Martin Luthers Sﬁmntlichg Schr:éi:e;l, herause~
gegeben won Dr. Joh. Georg Walch (St. Louis, Mo.: Concor

House, n.d. )TXV, P. 2422, (Herealter this work will be foot=-noted as
Luther, Sy. Louis gd.)
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that of the old biographers and place this affair entirely in the hands
of Luther with no influence by Staupitz. However, Staupitz certainly
did exert an influence upon Luther here, not in an outward or direct
kind, but in a more indirect and deeply spiritual mammer.’4

Staupitz did, however, become quite involved in the controversy.
As Vicar~General of the Order he was ordered to remonstrate with Luther
and urge him to cease his attacks. When Leo finally saw that he would
have to use his personal interference in the controversy he at first
wanted "to soothe and pacify Luther, than to irritate him by severity
to further acts of disobedience." He then wrote to Staupitz, through
Gabriel Venetus, that he was to endeavor by ail means to reconcile the
erring brother under his charge through means of "admonitory letters,
written by some persons of integrity and good sense, which he did not
doubt would soon  extinguish the newly-kindled flame, %75

However, Luther persisted in his teaching and through Staupiti, as )
was mentioned sbove, sent an explanation of his theses to the pope. Be=
cause he forwyarded this letter through Staupitz soxe are inclined to in-
clude Steupitsz among Luther's followers in this affair. In reality, his
attitude was "hestitating - being partly suspicious and anxious, and
partly encouraging and c‘onfimatory - because he still believed that it

' 6
was merely a question of a protest against eccleslastical abuse."’

7431 1mann, op. git., Pe 251

7E‘Roscxoe, op. cit., p. 113.

76K. Ifiler, "Staupitz,” The Gatholic Encyclopaedia, edited by
Cherles Herbermann, et al (New York:s Robert Appelton Co., 1912), XIV,
P. 283,
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Staupitz complied with this order and notified Luther of the bad
impression his teaching was making among the officials at Rome. Luther,
in a letter dated HMarch 31, 1518, replied to this charges:

To Staupitsz
His father and prior in Christ Jesus

Greetings! Even though I have been oceupied with many things,
I feel compclled to write briefly to you, my dear father in the
Lord. In the firslt place, I have the strong conviction that my
name ig odious 10 very many. Since these fool people have claimed
that I have dammed the rosary, the crown, the psaltery, and other
preyers, even all good works. Bul even Paul was atbtacked hy these
who accused him of saying 'Let us do evil, that good may come,!?
But I have truly followed the theology of Tauler and that small
booklet which only a short time ago you had printed by Christian
Golaschmied., I teach that men should place trust in nothing save
in Christ Jesus, neither in his prayers, or merits, or his omm
works, since we are made blessed not through our own works but
through the mercy of God, From this these persons suck the pol=-
son which you see scattered sbout, But as it was neither good
or evil rumours which made me act so, therefore I will not pay
attentlon to it. God will have a consideration of it. It is thess
same thingse which bring the hatred of the scholastic teachers again-
8t me, Since I give preference to church doctrire and ths Bikle,
they become nearly mad with their hot passion. I read the scho-
lastics with good judgment and not with my eyes closed (as they
do). That is what the apostle commanded when he said, 'Prove all
things, and hold that which is good.! I do not reject all their
writings, and neither do I accept them all. In this manner every
chatterbox indulges in meking a whole from a part, a fire from a
spark, an eclephant from a gnat. . « . When it is permitted &
Scotus, a Gabriel and the like to have opinions of their own

- which sre contradictory to St. Thomas, and when in return the

Thomists are permitted to cdntradict the entire world, and when
among the schelastics there are almost as many sects as there are
heads, yes, even more than hairs on one's head, why do they not
permit me the same freedom which they claim for themselves? But
when God works, there is no one who can stop Him; when He rests,
there is no one who can awaken Him. Farewell, and pray for me and
for the truth of God, wherever it may be.

Brother Martin Eleutherius, Augustinian,7?
Luther alsc assured Staupitz of his willingness to obey his advice

Tluther, St. Louls ed., XXI, pp. 93-95.
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-
in everything thet did not go against his conscience. When he related

these events to his friends in later life, he said:

The reverend father, Dr., Staupitz, my dear friend, and the chief

of the Eremites, who was himself convinced of the truth, who loved
the Word of God and loathed the impieties and blasphemies of Rome,
as soon as he recoived his instructions from the pope, communicated
themn tc me, and by letters and conversations urged me to reconcili-
ation and forbearance. To do Pope Leo justice, these instructions
were written in 2 mamner friendly towards me, breathing the spirit
of paternal care and solicitude for the peace of the church, I
listened tc thege instructions; I assured my reverend father of my
vril]:‘_géness to obey in all things, save those of corscience and
duty,

In April, 1518, the regular chapter of the Augustinian Congregation
was held in lleldelbsrg. The Elector was very reluctant to grant Luther
permisgion to attend beczuse he feared that some fanatic would attempt
to take Intherts life. He f£inally permitted him to go and wrote Staupitz:

Doctor Martin Luther hoving been gunmeoned by you and other officials

of the Augustinian Order to a convention at Heldelberg ia ready teo

obey and to atiend the mesting, though we do not willingly grant him
leave to be absent from the university. As you once informed us you
would malke of the man a dector of our own with whonm we should yet be
very much pleesed, we do not like to have him long away from his
lectures, and we hope you will see to it that he veturns to us with-
out delay.

Luther went to Heidelberg and stayed in the Augustinian cloister.

He was received very well by the Palatinate Count Wolfgang and also by
Jacob Simlern, and the steward Haslo., The Count invited Luther; Stau=-
pitz, and Lang to a banguet on sn evening of the meeting. The count and

his court were very hospitable to Luther and showed him the treasures,

€0
the armory, and all the beautiful and costly treasures.

78Luther, as quoted by Michelet, op. cit., Pp. 40,
"9s quoted by lcGiffert, op. cit., pp. 105,106,

80mantzel, gp. glt., p. 326.
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The chapter meeting was opened according to statute by the Vicar=
General Staupitz. The fact that Luther was appointed as the presiding
official over the customary public disputations held at each meeting,
would geem to indicate that the 'Lutheran alarm! vas not very great a-
mong these fugustinians. As the official of these debates he had to fur-
nish the necessary theses. In these he made no mention of inchzlgences.81
The chief business of the mseti..ng wag the election of officers. Stau=-

a~elgcted Vicar-General and Lang was elected Distriet Viear

=

pitz vas
in place of Luther.82  Luther was rveplaced, not beceuse of the indul-
gence controversy, but simply because "his term of office had expired. n83
The chapter did not officially act upon the indulgence affair. It
appears that the charges against him in Volta's letter to Staupitz were
presented at the meeting and it was also dﬂmam—ied that he retract his
position. Howe.ver, the majority of the members were "%oo much impress-
ed by his forcible exposition of his evangelical views to play into the
hands of the Dominican enemies either by demending a retraction or by
venturing, in the feee of the Elector!s sxplicit wish, to deliver him
to Rome as suspsct of heresy, They seem to have contented themselves
with a promise tc send to Rome an explanation of his position. . . N84

Luther complied with the wish of the assenbly when in May of 1518 he

Slﬁoehmar, Road to Reformation, op. git., p. 207.
82Bea1'd, op. git., p. 227
83Bae‘nmer, Road Lo Reformation, op. git., p. 20%

841‘!'1!1ckim1cn, op. cit.s pPe 48,
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sent the "Explanations" together with a letter to Staupitz to forward
to Rome.,

In the early part of liay the meeting was ad:]'ourned.. Luther left
Heidelberg to retwrn to his duties in Wivtenberg, but "this time, on
Staupitz! orders, he went by Wagon.“85 Staupitz complied with the wish
of the Elector to allow Luther te retwrn to the University twithout
delay. !

Cardinal Cajetan, the General of the Dominican Order, was commis-
sioned by the pope to exemine Luther and his doctrinos. He left Rome
in June, 1518, His main object was to represent the pope at the Diet
of Augsburg., However, on September 11, the pope sent him a message that
he wag to carefully exemine Luther in Augsburg, but to do it in such a
marmer that he avoided "any disputation, and authorising him at the
same iimec "to proceed to acquittal or to condemnation, according to the
circumstancsg.' Elector Frederick ordered Luther to appear before 'i‘.he
legate for the examination, On September 24 or 25 Luther set out for
Augsburg.%

Luther had heard of the purpoge for which Cajetan had come io Ger-
many and was 2lso told of the ban which the Cardinel had in readiness
in the event Luther would not recant. Thus s when cited to appear before

the legate, be wrote to his superior, Staupitz, on September 1, 1518:

85Boehmer5 Road to Reformation, op. cit., p. 209.

801pid., p. 229.
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To the venerable and worthy father, Johann Staupitz, vicer
of the Eremites of St. Augustine, his highly-honored patron
and superior in Christ, '

In the name of Jesust

Grectings! Do not doubt, my venerable father, that I shalil
be free to search and treat the word of God, For neither foesg, the
citation nor the threats uttered against me move me in the least.
I an suffering, ac you know, things thst are far worse, which com=
pel me to regard lhese temporal and momentary strokes quite lightly,
notwdthetanding that I sincerely desirs to zee the power of ths
Church to be held in honor. Now, if I am put under the ban by a
man, my only fear is thet this will give an offense to you, to whom,
as I confidently believe, has been given by God a true and faithful
judgment in the matter.

You will see that the 'Explanations! end my 'Answers! in one
part are quite frank - more so than you may like, besides their
being intolerable to the Roman flatierers; bub the 'Explanationat!
have already left the press or else I would have rmoderated them.
But if this Silwester, that rude sophist,is going to continue to
provoke me with other tricks, I shall in reply no longer play with
him, but shell give reipgns to my splrit and pen and show him that
algo in Germany there are people who understand the Roman tricks,
and I hops this happens very soon., Already for s long time and
too grievously the Romang through their endless tricks and twms
and wiles hove been mocking us as dunces and block-heads, and they
deceive us not so much with their cwming as they lead us aboub
openly and unashamedly as fools.

For I ses that their devising and endeavor is that the king=
dom of Truth, which is Christ, should not be the kingdom of truth,
because with united fury they plot not to permit the truth to be
heard or trested in their own kingdom. I wish to be a part of
this kingdom, if not with a faultless life, at ileast by my truthe=
ful tongue and heart, and to acknowledge in truth '@hose things in
which improvement must be made. And I observe that the people are
sighing for the voice of the Shepherd Christ, and even the young
people are glowing with an extraordinary desirs for the holy
Scriptures, Greek lectures have begun here, and we all are prace
tising Greek in order tc understand the Bible: Ve are also a=
waiting one in Hebrew, and the Elector is making arrangernents
for it,

I delivered a germon at Wittenberg concerming the ban, wiich
was very necessary for the people because of the grievous oppres=
sion of the cofficials against the people. Al'l:',hough all our jurists
and theologicns approve of this (sermon), it is suwrprising how
great a conflagraticn the all-too detestable §pies have tried tc
start for me because of it; they began from the words of my mouth
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and then framed some doubtful articles from them, which they
spread all over and are still spreading for the persecution of my
name. FEven at Augsburg it is spread among the great men and has
embitlered many against me, In Dresden I was charged to my face
with the sermon, certain articles from it being qucted. Behold,
how spitefully they seek me, and how I am hedged in on all sides
with thorms; but Christ lives and reigne yesterday, today and for-
ever, Iy conscience is my witness that I have taught the truth,
and when I speak the truth I becoms all the more hated on aseccount -
of it, It is the body of Rebscca, in which the children are jost=
ling one another, so the 1ife of the mcther is pul in jeopardy.

thereby I might oppese those poisonous asrticles, or shad some light
on those things which were not rightly wnderstood. Pray for ne,
that in thieg disturbance I may not be too joyful or confident., I
pray that Cod may not impute this to them. They have a zeal for
God, as I have acknowledged to them, but it will be entirely with-
out knowledpe wntil Christ illumines them with the same light as
wo have, NMay He preserve you for His honor and for the welfare of
the Church, Amen}

That, as you ses, was the reason I published the germon; that
L
3

Brother Martin Luther.S?

Staupits feared greatly for Imtherts safety if he appeared before

legate, He wrote to Spalatin, the court preacher of the Elector,
asked him to sustain Frederick in his course of actions. The
er, is dated September 7, 15183

Grace and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ! The things you
write about our Martin Iuther , my dear friend, sound quite hard,
but are mede pleasant through your pen since you reveal nothi'_ag
but love and thus comfort in terrors, He who said that He will
be the third where two ars gathered in Hle name, never deceives.

But now since you, your worthiness, are so fervent in love
and, as I ses, diligently urge others to be the same, therefors
one cause for despair, and that not & small one, has been re-
moved, For such unanimous and godly wishes will certainly bs
heerd, At the same time the voice of the Holy Spirit from
heaven enlightens and strengthens us: 'If you see the oppression
of the poor, and violent preventing of judgment and 5'@’(_'1‘-"9‘ n lie
province, marvel not at the matter, He says, for He that is higher

Tuther, St. Louis ed., 9p. cit., XV, pp. 2394-2397.
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than the highest has regard; and there are those which are higher
than these, and sovereign over all rules the King of the whole
earth, which serves Him.' We must lay hold of the instruments of
justice and seek the intercession (or help) of the saints and the
godly ones, that the truth is preserved rather than our lives; and
if there 1s no help to be found, then one must serve the King who
rules over all the world and we must suffer and even die for the
truth even as we must live for the truth rather than for ourselves.

Therefore, oh {ellow-disciple of Christ and adherent to ths
evangelical truth, pray with me that our Lord Jesus Christ, who is
he light of the world, the truth, the way, and the life of the
believers, may Himself be our light and grant us His grace that we
in all humility seek Him who is meek, and when we have found Him,
congtantly and fearlessly praise and gonfess Him.

Then, I algo ask you, admonish your and my gracious Lord, not
to grow disheartened on account of the deceitfulness of those who
with their serpent-tongues seek to subvert the truth; that he,
noreover, does not become terrified at the roar of the lion, For
i% is wrilten concerning those who have the divine truth as their

shield: '"He shall give His angels charge over you, that you do not ;

dash your foot against a stone; you will tread upon the lion and
the adder; the young lion and the dragon you will trample under
your feset.! Let the Elector have no concern for his friends,
Luther, Staupitz, nor for the Order, but only about the truth that
it may come to light, Then after the darkness has been dispslled
let him provide = safe place where a person might speak freely and
without fear, which at times might even overtake a stout-hearted
person,

I know how the Bebylonian, not to say the Roman, pestlilencs
reges against all those who oppose the shameful abuses of those
who sell Christ and His meray for money, I myself have witnessed
a prescher who was teaching the truth, teken by v:lole:’nce from his
pulpit, and, although this was on a high festival, taken away in
chains in the presence of all the people and thrown into prison.
There are others who have witnessed occurrences which are stlll
more cruel,

Up until this time I have not observed the least defect in
your eager interest or the protection which the Elector provides.
My dear friend, continue in your offices for the highest and
eternal truth, that His Highness may remain minded as he is now.
For this greater thanks are due you than the two of us, l&ar‘gin
and I, who are indeed two, but one in Christ, are able to glve
you. Farewell, From our cloister, September 7, 1518.

7
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Your worthiness' most worthy brother,
Johann von Staupitz.&8

————

A weel later Staupitz wrote Luther and expressed his fear for
Lutherts gafety. He urged him to discontinue the affair and come to
him in Salzburg. The leiter is dated September 14, 15183

In the name of Jesus!

In stead of a greeting I merely say, Possess your soul in
patience! There is so much that I would write to you that it
would be enough to make a book; but I sghall malke this brief. It
appears to me thot the werld is enraged against thée truth. In
times past it was fierce hatred which brought about the crucifix=
ion of Christ, and I seec nothing at the present time that awaits
you butv the cross, If I am not mistaken, there is a verdict come-
ing forth that without the advice of the pope no one is to search
the Seriptures to find Christ, as He Himself has positively
commanded. You have few patrons, and would to God that they do
not keep themselves hidden because of fear of the adversaries,

It is my wish, that you leave Wittenberg for a season and come
to me, that we may live and die together, That is also the wish
of my superior., I cloge with these words: It is well that as
men forsaksn we follow Christ, who was also forsaken. Farewell,
and coms in good health., Given at Salzburg, on the Day of the
Elevation of the Host Holy Cross, in the year 1518,

Your brother, Doctor Johann Staupi‘bz.89
Luther followed the summons of the Elector and left for Augsburg.
He went there, however, with a heavy heart for he expected the worst to
happen, He srrived in Augsburg during the first week of October. Since
there was no Augustinian monastery in that eity he stayed atv the Garme-_ .
lite monastery of St, Anna, where he was treated very kindly. "Twe of

Frederick's trusted advisers, Dr. Ruhel and Philip von Fellitsch, gave

%81bid., pp. 551.552.

89Ibig., p. R412.
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him help and countenance," %0 Staupitz had promised Luther that he would

be present at the hearing if needed to lend his aid and counsel. As soon

as Luther arrived in the city he sent a messenger to Salzburp and summon=
- ge g

ed Staupit z,

91

The first meeting between Cajetan and Luther occurred on October
Spalatin gave the following deseription of the meetings:

On Tuesday he came te the wmeeling with the priocr and two bro=
thers of thatl monsstery, Wenceslaus Link, and also a brother of his
own Order. When Luther came to the legate's lodging and entered
his room, he found the legate and Urbanus. ILuther fell down before
the legate, as Urbanus had instructed him, He was instructed to
rise., . » o The legate again told him to rise. . . . Having arissn
he tegon 1o sgpeak since neither the Cardinal nor amy one else was
speaking, and he thought they remained silsnt because they wers
waiting for him {o speak, He spoke as followss 'Venerable father,
appointed by His Papel Holiness, aud my gracious lord, according
to the crders of the Elector of Ssxony, I appear hers as a duti=
ful and husble son of the Holy Christian Church, and admit that I
such and such stabements or controversial theses have permitied
to spread; end in submission I am ready and willing to hear what
is laid to my charge, and also in what I have erred, so thet I
might be all the better instructed.!

Then the legate said: 'Dear son, His Holiness, the pope, has
given me three articles with regard to your case. In the first
place, you are to oppose your former teaching, theses and sermons.
Secondly, that in such a manuer you retraci and never mske such
statements again, Thirdly, that you completely recant all these
things. And furthermore, you are to make an opposition to the
following two articles:s In the first place, that you said or
stated, thal the treasures of the indulgences can noti be the trea=
sures of the suffering of our Lord Jesus Christ., Segondly, that
you stated that a man must possess true faith when recelving the
sacred Sacrament.’

In the discuscion which followed the legate employed all
Thomistic arguments in support of his demands, and alsc opinions

90Bearq, op. eit.; pe 245,

914, Heurer, The Life of Luther: hslated from Qriginal Authordtias,

trenslated by a pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (New Yorks:

H, Ludwig & Co., 1848), p. 9%.
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of scholargs, and scholagtics.

Thers followed other argumenis in which the power of the pope
was brought into the discussion, namely, that he is even over a
comeil,

At the first meeting, Luther came to the clear understanding
through the various discussions that the legate would have nothing
but a recantation,

o « o Hhen Luther returned to his lodging from the first meet~
ing he found that Doctor Staupitz, his Vicar, had arrived in the
meantime. Lubther explained to him just what had happened and that
he was nol allowad to make a proper answer or explenation to his
writings, but that all he ghould do, without being heard or van-
guished, was to make a recantation. Then Dr, Staupitz thought it
best that if he were to survive before the legate, he ghould pre=-
sent his answer in writing, ILuther also thought this was a good
idea,

At the second meeting, on Wednesday, Luther came before the
legate again, together with three imperial cowncilors, one of them
the dean of Trent, Doctor Peutinger, another whose name Luther

‘ecould not remember, and Lord Philip von Feilitech. He had also

brought almg his notaryas witness., ILuther began by saying that
at the first meeting he was ready and willing to permit himself to
be examined cpenly or even in a debate, and to submit to the
knowledge of the Holy Christian Church and to all of those of high
estate.

Luther then sot forth five arguments in defense of his teach=
ing, but the legate would have nothing but a recantation.

Then Staupitz addressed the legate and asked him to give
Doctor Hartin a chance to Sihearae hic enswer so that he would
not become entangled in it.

Luther wrote the following report conmcerning the reception of his

written answer by the cardinals:

When he [Cajetan] received this written answer from me he at
first despised it and said: 'It contains empty words, bub he
81111 would send it to Rome.! WNevertheless he urged me 1o
recant cnd threatened me with the resdy ban, and, when I
would not recant, I was to get out and never again come before

92L11ther, _S_t;'. Louis _e_g', _0_2. _c__j;.!}_o’ xv,'PP- 561-564.
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his eyeeer.93
On the following day, Thursday, Cajetan sent for Lutherts two friends,

Staupitz and Link, and urged them to persuade Luther to willingly recant.

These two did all in their power to persuade Luther to submit to the de-

94

mand of the legate. However, they were not successful. Staupitz then A

returned to the Cardinal, He reported that he was overcome with Ecrip-
ture and he himgelfi did not know what else he gould do, He urged the
Cardinal to handle the case himgelf, But the Cardinal replied: "Egc non

amplius cum hac bestia loqui. Habel enim profundos oculos et mirabiles

speculationes in osplie suo." The two did, however, succeed in per—
suading Luther to write a letter of apology to the Cardinal in which he

begged the pardon of the legate for his, Luther's, indiscretion in his

conduct, He olso promised Lo remain silent sbout the matter if his
opponents would do the same and in the end begged the Cardinal to re=-
ceive hin graciousiy as a dutiful son., Yet, he diligently maintained
. 56 '
that he could not recant,”’
Staupitz did not wholeheartedly sgree with the mamner in which
Cajetan dealt with Luther. He did adviee Luther to write the lstter of

far as to urge Luther to "recousider thor-

o

apology. He went even s

oughly whether his conselence might not allow him to make the required :

YBeard, Op. ¢ite, pp. 2504251
95Luther, St. Louis ed., op. ¢it., XV, pp. 588,

96Ibid., pp. 589.550.
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recantation." Yet, he became indignant at the arrogant and violent
methed in which Cajetan proceeded. He wrote to Elector Frederick on
October 153
The legate from Rome acts, alas, as they all do there., He speaks
fair words, but they are all empty and vain, He is intent on
making Master Hartinus recant, He seeks, by whatever means, to
extirpate innocent blood and force recantation. He says that the
general of the Augustinian Order has written a letter against
Luther and that this is already abroad in the land. Peutinger

claims that 1 is also directed against me. Both of us _are to be
throwvn into prison, and force is to be used against us.

When Staupitz heard of this letter he became afraid that Cajetan
was also determined o desiroy him and Link with Luther. He thought
that plans for such action were already in the making, - While the Cardi-
nal was wrliting Wanother egsay againgt Luther in the Fugger House, Stau-
pitz hustled cbout the whole tovm to raise a loan for Dr. Martinus, for
Luther, he thought, could nc longer stay in Germany." He wanted to
send him to Paris bub was uvnable to locate friends emough to furnish the
necegsary i’wlds.%

Staupitz finally rcleased Luther from his vow of monastic obedi-
ence, eilther to separaste himself from the cause or to keep his Order
from bearing the shame of a fallen brother. Both he and Link reascnsd
that they would be thrown inmte prison and in the end be killed. Since
they could nct persuade Luther to glve the requested recantstion they
both decided to lsave the city before the Cardinal could carry out the.

Supposed threat against them, They left Augsburg and made thelr way

—

9MBoehmer , Road to Refommstion, op. cites Pe 240.
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"o Nuremberg, by two different roads, with reluctance and unfeigned
sorrow leaving Luther to a fate that appeared moﬂtahie and imninent."9?
Luther, left to himself, also made up hiz mind to leave the city.
He had bsen told by Cejetan that he should never appear before him a=
gain and since he heard nothing further from him; he made preparations

to leave. On Cctober 22, Luther rode to Nuremberg. On this retuwrn

trip to his home he rode for "Staupitz gave him a horge, and provided

him with a guide who knew the country well.“loo Luther reaily left

Augsburg with the intention of leaving the country, Just as soon as

the expected bull arrived he intended, as Staupitz had advised him, "to

depart for France. Under no circumstances did he wigh to continue to

be 2 burden to his prince."ml

After his return. to Wittenbsrg he wrote the following letter to <

Staupitz. It is dated December 13, 15183

of the Augustinian Eremites, his most-beloved father in

To the venerable and dear father, Johann Staupitz, vicar 1
Christ.

In the name of Jesus! |

I arrived in Wittemberg happily and healthily on the eve of
£11~Szints Day, venerable and dear father, but I did return cons
trary to the expectations of all. I have in the meantime found
such shaneful decay here that I immediately repented of retwrning. |
The Lord have mercy upon us. |

The Elsctor had throughout this affair advised against my pub-

% . Rae, Martin Luther: Student, Moumk, Reformer {LondantsEaaioR
and Stoughton, 1884), p. 204.
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lishing the acts of the controversy, but in the end he permitted
it and now they are printed. In the meantime that honorable legate
wrote a letter to the Elector in which he stated that I and you,
and my confederates (as he called them) have left without his
knowledge, and complaing that that was quite deceitful, In the
end he counselled the Elector to send me to Rome or else to banish
me from his kingdom, so that he, because of a 'littles bwcther?,
would not bring a gtain on his honor. He also said that he will
take the case to Roms since he has wriiten to Rome about this
deceitful business of mine and has washed his hands of the affair,
The Elector wanted me to answer this letler, which I did, and, I
bslieve, I have given him what was due him,

The Elector is greatly concerned about my safety and is very
desirous that I should be some place else, I was called ©o
Lichtenberg about this business, where Spalatin held a long con-
ference with me, I told him that if the ban came, I will not re-
main, He counselled me that I should not so hagtily go to France.

I am still following his advice. May everything be well with you,

my dear father, and commend my soul to Christ. I see, that you

have & strong desire to damn me; on the other hand, Chrisi strengthens
the resolution within me not to yield. It happens, it happens
according to His holy and blessed will, Pray for me.

I pray you, what kind of nonsense is that going on at Exrfurt
in that they will nct permit the father vicar, the licentiate, to
come fully to the deyree of lagister? How long, I wonder, will
their charaeheristic ways of insubordination last? For I have not
forgotten this that I was once with you and spoke with you as much
as I could, Zverything is well here at the University, only that
the lectures which are the best do not have sufficient time.

Your Martin Luther, a poor man, 102

In September, 1518, Carl von Kiltitz was selected as the papal

mnclo to bear the Golden Rose to the Elector of Saxonmy, together with
& bull condenning Iuther. However, through ambition he conceived the
idea tc gain a reconciliation between Luther and the pope. He there-
fore arranged several meetings with Luther. In the first meeting te=

tween the two it was egreed that both parties would cease to preach,

l(p“Luther, St. Louls ed., op. cit., XV, 2428.2429.
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teach, and discuss the matter of indulgences, and that a bishop would
be selected to designate the articles of Luther's writings which were
contrary to the church and which Luther was to recant.103
On February 20, 1519, Luther explained the results and events of
this meeting to Staupitz in the following letter:

To the venerable and deer father, Johann Staupitz, vicar
of the Eremites of Saint Augustine, his highly-honored
patron and superior in Christ.

In the name of Jesus!

Greetings! How is it that you are so far away from us, vener-
able father, and will nct write the letter for which we are so
anxicusly walting. Since you do not write I will break ths
silence., A1l of us would like to see you here once more, I be~
lisve that my "Acts" which are causing Rometo become angry and full
of displeasure have reached you. God through His power designs,
pulls, yea, even drives me, and I have no power over myself, I
wish to remein al rest and listen to the noise on both sides.

Carl Miltitz has seen me at Altenburg and has complained to
me that I have drawn all the pecple to myself and away from the
pope. He told me that he scouted in all the inns and found that
ocut of every five pecple there were scarcely two or three who re-
mained favorable to the Roman party. He came on this mission
loaded down with seventy apostolic briefs which directed that I
should be brought as a prisoner to the murderous Jerusalem, to the
purple-robed Babylon. I learned this afterwards at the court of
the Elector. Then while these nobles were desponding, he began
to urge me to recant and to give back to Rome that which I had
taken gway from it.

I desired that he should first of all point out to me those
things which I was to recant. For this it was agreed that several
of the bishops of Saxony should judge. I named the Archbishop of
Salzburg, of Treves, and of Frisia. In the evening he invited me
to be entertained at a banquet. Afterwards he gave me a kiss, and
we parted. I acted as if I did not understand his Italian trickery
and hypocrisy. He has summoned Tetzel and reprimanded him, He has
charged him with appropriating ninety gulden from his monthly
salary and besides that of keeping three riders and a wagon at the
expense of the treasury. This Tetzel has now disappeared, and no=

103Boehmer, Rosd to Reformation, op. git., pp 250.251.234.
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body knows where he has gone, unless he is perhsps with his fathers.

Eck, that treacherous man, is again dragging me into a new
affair, as you can see from the enclosed. The Lord is taeking care
that T shall not be idle. But Christ willing, this debate will
turn out disastrously for the Roman rights and customs which Eck
regards as his chief staff of support.

I wieh that you could see the booklet which was printed in
Basel, in which you can see how certain learned men, Eck, Sile
wester and the scholastic theologians regard me. The very witty
pecple are calling Silwester 'magirum! %2001: of the palace),
instead of 'kagister?! of the palace. This is because there was
a mistake in the printing. They also criticize him with other
very snarp observatioms. Such action will pain the important
pecple of ihe Romwans. I pray that you will pray for me. I have
the strong coniidence that the Lord will make your heart be
troubled because of me. I am a man pictured as keeping company
with the suspended, the intoxicated, the gratifiers, the care-
less and others of like standards. They also dzcry that which
1 have printed against the office.

The people of Leipzig have finally given their consent for
the debate with Eck, They complain sbout my hastiness. I wrote
to them, but they refused to answer and they wrote another letter
that I ghould recant, I am certain that this complaining has
come about because of Duke George. I have written the dean
twice already asking what has been done to further the debate,
but he hag declined to answer me. So these men are continually.
geeking in a deplorable monner to prevent this debate. Still it
seems that Duke George is encouraging it. Farewell, my true
father.

Brother Martin Luther, Augustinian,l®%

- The affair with Miltitz did not cease when they parted after the
first meeting. Hiltitz felt that his mission was a success. However,
in Rome‘ it was discovered thét Miltitz had completely misjudged the
nature of Luther and the Lutheran affair. Yet, Hiltitz continued to
perform various missions throughout Germsny and Rome %o bring about a

complete reconciliation. But his asctions failed. Luther spoke of

}'OI'Luther, St, Louls ed., op. cit., XV, po. 2412-2414.
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another meeting with Miltitz in the following letter to Staupitz, dated
October 3, 1519:

To the venerable and most worthy father, Johann Staupitsz,
Vicar of the Eremites of Saint Augustine, his highly~honored
patron and superior in Christ.

In the name of Jesgus!

Greetings! 1 am sending you, venerable father, two examples
of my foolish Galatians. I am no more pleased with it than I was
at first, and see that it could stand a wide and clear interpreta=
tion. But who is able to do everything at once? yes, who can gle
ways do much? Still I am confident thet Paul is msde clearer than
he was made before by the others, even though my style is not too
satisfactory. The psalter cries oul for more work, but I am vexed
with a slow printer. Our Elector is again well and at Lochau,

Cayl Miltitzm, with the consent of the Elector, has invited ms
to Lisbenwerda for next Sunday. He wrote a thoroughly friendly
letter (but I lmow that fox). Just what will happen I do not
know. He delivered the Hose at Altenburg in tha absence of the
Elector, which he, I know not with how much pomp, has taken %o
Wittenberg, ‘

Wie bave not as yet seen the results of the meeting at Erfurd,
excepting the submission of the brothers to Peter and that our
prior has not as yet discharged his duties of office while waiting
for his successor to take his place, in that he does not believe
you regard this meeting of Jess importance than the meating at
Dresden, Brothor Matthias Gruner has come and has becume the
Procurator. I still do not see wuab you want dons with these
books you left behind with me, and I wonder about that guite a
bit, :

I wish there were more brothers sent to us which are capable.
Both {he priors in the Netherlands have written to me in a com=
plaining and hopeless manner that nothing was dome about this
during your vicarship. They say that they would gend some, ia
fact they would come themselves. Nothing has happaned ab?ut tais
88 yet, even though this letter was written near Easter tims, and
they are not there as yet. :

I have recen received letters from two priests of the
Utraquist party g Prague who are very lesrned in the Scriptures,
togetuer with a small book by John Hus. I have not as yet read
this, They admonish me, however, to perseverance and petience.
They see in my teaching nothing but the pure theology. They
zealously follow the manner of Erasmus both in their intent and
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manner of wriling. The letter arrived here through the court of
the Elector, and it is no longer a secret.

You have seen the bold, but very true, theses of Melanchthon,
or else you will see them soon. Through his answer he has shown
us just what he is, namely, a wonder, Christ willing, he will gain
Just as many people as Hartin as an out-and=out enemy of the devil
and of the scholastic theology. He knows also the vanity of all
people and the rock of Christ. With such a foundation he will have
much influence in this affair. Amen!

There are also letters coming from France in which it is
stated that Erasmus had said: 'I am afraid that Martin through his
rightecusness goes into the ground; but concerning Eek, that thsy
have dishoncred his name by the addition of a letter; namely,
that instead of Eck it should be s=2id Jeck, Jeck has the meaning
with the Dutch of ?focl!, Christ is fignting hard for the honor
due Him. and those who adore the Leipzig people and Eck and all
the learned are very much abhorred and called fools.

The bishop of Branaenburg goes about with a great passionj the
good man was unable to Qo great things, just as Hoab., He is
supposed to have said thet he was not going to let his kead remain
smooth wnbil he had thrown Martin into the fire just as this fire-~
brand, which he at the same time threw into the fire. That is
how that Eeclk wind-mechine ie blowing,

4180, just whal is the present relation between the two of
us? You are ieaving me far too much. I have been sad for you
todey as a weaued child for its mother. I pray you praise the
Lord even in a sinner like me, I hate my wretched life, I stand
in abhorrence of death; I am empty of faith and full of other
gifts which Christ knows I should much prefer to do without were
it not to serve Him thersby.

The Hincrites eve debating with us in the chapter assembly
about the signs of the holy Franciscans and the glory of your
Order, They are so successful in their talking that we who before
had adored this, now begin to doubt, not so much concerning ’?hﬂ
signs of the Order as about its condition, The falsehood which
they present no more represents the two than it does the truth,

It is this condition which they praise overly much, just as the
prescher monks do in their praise of the sainted Thomas.

One is tempted in these debates to bring in references to
this affair which is spreading its fame over the land. I preached
against such actions. Becsuse of this they intendsd to find fault
with me and hoped that I would take issue, I have been lucky in
this affair in that they all are so desirous in atiacking me that
they are beginning to make up doctrines which they can attack as
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those of mine. I am sorry, though, that in your entire Order
this affair is being made fun of,

There was one who debated at Erfurt who was made Magister at
the same time that Lang was, In the morning Peter Fontinus de=-
bated with him. The latter attracted me and a2ll the others aas a
poorly learned man and a fault-finder. He maintained that cne
must thoughtlessly imltate all the fathers. We would see great
wonders from the labors of these Kincrites. So these ignorant
people make a great stlr without any reason. As you can see the
Baccalaureate Jacob today made ar answer for the bystanders and
was superior to both our Hagisters., He was very modest in his
answers and set the theses atraight. He comes from Zwickau, and
was trained here in Wittenberg. He has a very pious and a
good head on him., So God humbles the proud and hears the low.

Lagt night I had a dream about you, that you were leaving me

while I wept bitterly and grieved; but you waved to me and ssid I

should be still, for you would come beck to me. This has indeed

happened this very day. But now farewell, and pray for me in my

wretechedness.

Brother Martin Luther,l19

& final stterpt by Miltitz and Staupitz to mediate with Luther w2s
mede at the Eisleben chepter meeting, A chapter of the Augusiinian
monks had becn held st Venice in June of 1519. Stzupitz was expected

by the other members to be present in order to consult with his Augustin-

isn brethren about Tuther and the 'reproach! he was bringing on the

‘Order. He, howsver, failed to make his appearance. On Harch 15, 1520,

thersfors Venetus wrobe Staupits begging him that he use his personal
friendship and influence with Luther:

Wherefore we implore you, by your plety and religion ar_ld love to
God, that if indeed zeal, honour, the advantage of religion and
your own Congregation, are things that lie near your heart, to

- apply e11 your care, your effort, and your mind to bring Master
Martin back to himself, and, with him, to seve ocwr order from so
great and so wretched a reproach.l

1051hid. , pp. 2450-2454.
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Such an order caused Staupitz much consternation. He loved Luther
as a son. He felt a certain sympathy for Luther's cause. He wanted to
bring him back to ways of moderation, but he also knew that his efforte
would be of no avail., He realized that he could not fulfill the respon=
sibility raquired' of him, Therefore, when the chapter held their next
regular meeting, on St. Augustine's Day, August 20, 1520, at Eislsben,
Staupitz laid asids his office as Vicar‘-General.‘m? Luther wrole his
friend Spalatin on May 5, 1520: "Our vicar has set aside our chapier and
cone 1o Eisleben on the feast of St. Augustine, and there, as they say,
laid aside the burdsns of hig office."108

At this mesting HMiltitz thought he saw a final opportunity to
bring sbout a veconciliation. "He presuaded the Augustinians . . . to
send Staupitz and Link as a deputation to Luther, to ask him to write
a letter to the Pops stating that he had never intended to attack him
pez's:m'zzﬂ._lyr,,"1("9 Reriy in September theze two arrived in Wittenberg
to see Luther, They found him willing to comply with the wishes ou‘.'//
Hiltitz. Luther wrote to Spaletin on September 15, 1520:

Nothing was done concerning me at Elsleben axcept that Carl

Miltitz begged the fathers and finally persuaded them that they

should send the venereble father Staupitz and the new vicar

Wenceslaus Link 4o me to 28k me to write a letier to the Roman

pope. I was 10 acknowledge that I at no time plotted anything
against his psrson, In this menner he hoped to put the affair

-~

in good order.

10701 omen, op. eltey p. 2.

108Lyther, St. Louis ed., op. glt., XV, P« 2458.

logBeard, op. cit., p. 363,
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Fven though thig plan is not thought much of by me or the

fathers, yet we will sccommodate the man, who is, perhaps, doing

thig for his own intercsts, I shall then write just whet i=

true, that it never enterad my mind to go against the pops. TFor

what is there that I could write more readily and with more

truth? However, even though I must be careful that I do not

deal too roughly with the apostolic chair in the letter, I shall

add the necsssary salt. 10

This mesting requested by Hiltitz between Staupitz and Luther, was
perhsps the last time that Luther and Staupitz saw each other. They
continued thelr correspondence, but even this method of communication
becare quite lax. Staupitz was not "bold and heroic. He conssquently
drew back from Luther and his cause in time, but did not, like Eramus
and many huwsanists, consent to be used against the Reformation, "1t
His protest against Luther!s book "The Address to ihe Emporer, lobles,
and Feople of Geruany" was perieps the oulcome of the feeling that his
remonstrance with Luther would be fruitless. Hc saw a responsibility
expected of him which he realized he could not carry cu’o.j“u2

Staupitz asgsumed his duties as preacher to Cardinal Matthew Lang
of Salzburg in 1519. It may have been the intention of Leng in in-

viting Staupitz to Salzburg "to withdraw fro: the Reformer Steupitz's

naue and paironage, snd thereby to give the Reformation itself the most

severe blow. The resuli, however, was quite the reverse,"13 In .Sa]-?-" i

burg Staupitz continued his former attachmeni to the principles of the

1100 yther, St, Louis ed., ob. Glt., XV, ppe 2405.2406.
111,
({3

1Clintock and Strong, gp. cit.; p. 999

132Beard, op. eit.,; p. 363.

llBUlLuann, op. cit.y, P. 243
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Reformation as iz shown in his 'Fest Sermons! which he delivered in the

yeer of his dea S R

He brought with hinm to Salzburg the writings of

Luther, These he urged the monks in the monastery to read, and after

his death there remained in that momaatery a reformatory tradition.t5
Even though Slaupitz had not been named in the papal bull which con=

demned Luther, he still was made to suffer for the knownsympathy which

he held for Luther, With his retirement to Salzburg he had hoped to

gain peace for his life and to evade the eriticisms and controversies

connected with Luther's affair. On ithe same day that the bull Decet

Romanum Pontificem was issued, he wrote to his friend and successor Link

at Nuremberg:

To us alsoc hac come the roar of the lion [Leo | , seeing whom he
may devour. For our Very Reverend Cardinal {Lang] hes been in-
gtructed to compel me to state that Martin's opinions are, re=
spectively, heretical, erroneous, end offensive tc vious ears and
to reject them in the presence of a notary and of witnesses. But
as I an uneble to recant and reject opinions which I never assert-
ed, and which are not mine, I begged the lord cardinal tc have me
excused. I know not what will happen. It would be sufficient to
have written this to the Father concerning me, and perhaps to one
other, I thought I was going to enjoy peace at last, and now this
perplexing trial comes up. I am not able to fly with wings, as 1
am not distinguished either for learning a for a holy life, and
yet I think it the worst impiety to desert the truth. Therefore
I shall take the wholesome cup and invoke the name of the Lord.
Reverend father, pray give me your counsel and aid, HMartin has
begun @ hard tagk and acts with great courage, divinely inspired;
I stammer and am a child needing milk, Farewell, reverend falher,
and do not desert me under this dark star at the back of the
world. My fellow-captives Mayr and Bessler salute you, desiring
to see the face of Your Revercncae, and to drink wine together,

Wigurtz, op. cit., p. 163.

ll5UlJJnann, op. git., P. 243
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which is excellent at Salzburg. They promise to bear adversity
with you ca:t:l..'nll.y.116

Staupitz, however, yielded under the papal threats, at least in so

far ags to declare his complete submission to the pope., Thie was suffic-

lent to satisfy the curia. When Luther heard of Staupitz! submission,

he wrote him on February 9, 1521:

To the venerable and true man, Johenn von Staupitz, Msgister
of Sacred Theology, Augustinian Eremite, his overseer in the
Lord, :

Greetings! I anm amazed, venerable father, that my letter and
books have not as yet reached you, es I understand from your letter.
I am preaching every other day here since the people are very de=
sirous to hear, In whet spirit I am treating the Word of God you
cen see from that which I am sending you., There has nothing new
been taken up against me at Worms, although the papists with extra=-
ordinary fury sre expressing their i1l will against me, Spalatin
writes from there that there is so great a feeling against the Gos=-
pel that he fears I will be demned without being heard and called.

Emser at Leipzig does not know what shame is, and has written
a book against me which from its beginning to the end is but one
big lie. It is necessary thet I answer this monster who is writing
according to the will of Duke George, that conceited man,

I am displeased to hear that you too are attacked by Ieo and
thet you are plenning to set aside the cross which you formerly
preached as an example to the world. For I very well wish that
the wolf will not be satisfied with your answer, since you give
in to him more than is right. But now that you have declared that
you will receive him as judge, he will interpret this as a complete
denial of me and all my actions against which you have spoken. Bub
Christ, who has love for you, will make you see that it is necessary

~ for you to revoke this writing, since he [the popé] has damned

everything in this bull which you up until now taught and believed
concerning the merey of God. - :

Since you know this very well, it seems to me thi}t you cannot &
appeal to him as judge, who is raging as an adversary against Chris

L'l'iLaﬁZg from the Story of Luther's Life (St. Louis, Mo.: Goncordia
8

116Staupitz, as quoted in W. H. T, Deu, A} the Tribunal of Caesar.

; House, 1921), p. 110.
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and against the word of grace,without offending Christ. It is
your duty to assert this and torepmve him for his wickedness.
This is no time for you to fear, but to cry out when our Lord
Jesug Christ is demned, stripped and blasphemed. Therefore, as
much as you urge me to humility, I will urge you to be proud.
You hzve too much humility, while I have too much pride.

This is, bowever, & serlous matter. We see Christ svffer.

- A% one time, my friend, it was necessary to subwit and be silent,

but now must we not fight for our dearest Saviour, who gave Hime
self for us, when He 1s made & mock of throughout the world?
Should we not offer our necks? My dear father, the danger is
groater than meny would believe. Hear what the Gospel says about
thiss "Whosoever shall confess Me before men, him will T also con-
fess before Hy Father; whosoever will be ashamed of Me, of him
will I also be zshamed,!?

I am writing to you rather intimately because I fear that
you stand wavering between Christ and the pope even though you
see that they are most vliolently opposed to each other. Let us

pray the Lord, however, that the Lord Jesus may quickly destroy

this gon of perdition with the breath of His mouth, But if you
will not follow me in this, then let me go and be snatched up; I
shall (by the grace of Christ) not keep still before this abomi-
nsiion concerning his abominations.

Your submission has indeed saddened me not a little and has
ghown me a different Staupitz than the one who was the herald of
grace and the cross, You would not have saddened me if you had
dene this befors you had knowledge of this bull and the shame of
Christ.

Hutten and many others write strongly for me, and daily there
are songs composed which would furnish small delight for that
Babylon. Our Prince acts just as constantly and wisely and truly;
at his command I am publishing the writing entitled 'Grund und
Ursach aller Artikel.?

Philip greets you and wishes you a more joyous spirit. FPlease
grect Doctor Ludwig who has written me a very learmed letter. I
have no time to write him now since I must tend to three press¢s
by myself, Farewell in the Lord and pray for me.

Your son, Martin Luther. 17

Staupitz?! answer to this letter of Luther is lost. Ve may sur=

1.17Lui.her , St. Louis ed., op. cit.y XV. pp. 24242126,




95

mise what he wrote to him from a letter which he wrote to Link on March

5 of that year:

I an aunswering our Martin, who, like you, blemes my pusil-
lanimity. As you are to me another Peter and Paul, I willingly
acknowledge ny fault, although I could make a verbal defensc. May
He who is Wisdom give us wisdom and He who is the Virtue of God
give us courage, without whom none are strong and holy. We have
no news., We amciously await what will happen at Worms. The Very
Reverend Cardinal [Lang] has tried nothing against Martin in this
diocese of Salzburg, and we hope thus to live in peace until we
are stronger in Lfaith and filled with the Gospel, when we shall -
plaey the man. If news comes from Wittenberg, please communicate
it to us., We also shall do what will please you.

The Archbishop of Salzburg intendsd to make Steupitz the Abbot of

the Benedictine monastery of St. Peter's in order to completely break

the comnection that existed between Staupitz end Luther, ZLuther could

not approve of Staupitz! intention to accept the position. In a letter

dated June 27, 1522, he again took issue with Staupitz:

Dr. Jonann Staupitz, ecclesiastic at Salzburg.

Grace and peece in Chrigt! Amen! Venerable and worthy father,
I have heard from the prior of Hirnberg in a letter and also from
the common reporis which are so widespread, that you are mow an
abbot. Since I did not see your letter, I must believe what I
hear, In such a like manner,; I believe, there were ]'.ies ccn::grning
vs brought to you, Although I can not forsake you with tl}a.mll of
God, yet in my simplicity, I can not completely understand if it is
by the will of God that you have become en abbot. It is nmot clear
to me what I should do. I will neither be against your spirii nar
condemn you, There is one thing that I would ask of you also in
the mercy of Chrict, that you do not too readlly believe those who
defane ug, both Wenceslaus and me. For there are those grho write
that my followers are those who were raised from the brothels and
that many offenses have originated from my latest writings. About
this latter thing I do not wonder: and neither do I fear, We have
certainly so conducted ourselves and still conduct ourgelves that
we teach the pure word of God without a great uproar of % PGOP]-;;
which both evil and good could have used. You realize that that

B

llgStﬂuPi'i;Z, as quoted in Dau, At the Tribunal of Caesar, OB.

eit., pp. 113.114.



9

not within our power. For we are in a position in which all the
godlessness of the mass and the tyranny of the spiritual orders,
and all that is contrary to the beneficial teaching has been es~
teblished. Bul we are made to follow the words of Seripture and
to do what Christ hes commanded, nemely, that His angels will re=-
move all offenses from His kingdom. It is necessary, dear father,
that the kingdom of sbominations and of corruptions of the pope
and his entire body be destroyed. And he is doing that now, with=
out us, without harnds, with merely bare words. Hie end hag come
before the Lorde This thing ls above our comprehension and uncdexr~
gtanding., And so it is that I do not concern mysslf about the
great agitation that is going on and that great offenses and abomi-
nations arise. But, my father, do not allow yourself to ke led
agstray in these. I have great hope that you will not, ¥cu see
the counsel and the powerful hand of God in these things. Even
though from the beginning the world seemed so frightful and intolw-
erable yet you improved from day to day. Improve also in this
thing now which you fear tco much. Have yet a little patience.
Saton feels his wounds and that is why he is raging so and throw-
ing everything in disorder. Bub Christ, who is before Him, will
trample him down, even though all the gates of hell rage in vain
against Hin,

Jacob, the prior of Antwerp, has again been taken prigoner,
and some say thast he and two others have slready been burned., For
it is certain that he must be put to death because he withdrew his
recantation., The gophists make haste in their destruction, which
will also come o you on account of the innocent blood which they

3 s
5]16’(4... Ainen?

There are also some who hold coumeil how they will burn me,

and yet 1 enrage Satan and his scales all the more daily, in order

~ that the day of Christ mey be hastened, who in twrn will trouble
the anti-Christ., Farewell, my dear Zather, and pray for ume,
Greet for me Dr. Hieronymus, the rector Amsdorf and Philippus.
Hake my excuse to Wenceslaus. He is a just men and teaches the
Gospel correctly, which is an offense to thetholy ones'! and ths
Prudent, as you also ought to do.

Your Martin Lu.’c.ha:t'.ll9

Iuther, however, loved his old friend and spiritual father toc much
to give him up because of his actions, On September 17, 1523, he wrote

him once more in ihe kindest and most affectionate manners

'ugLuther, St. Louis ed., op. cit.y XV, PR. 608-610.
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To the venerable father in Christ, Staupitz, abbot of St.
Peter of the Benedictine Order at Salzburg, his superior
in the Lord, his Father and teacher.,

<
N

Grace and peace in Christ Jesus our Lord! Venerable father
in Christ! Tour Leverence's silence is too unjust. What I am to
think about it you can very readily surmise. But even though you
love and accept us no more, Your Reverence, nevertheless we can
never forget you nor be unthankful to you, since it was through
you that the light of the Gospel first began to enlighien our
hearts from the darkness. I must say this, however, that we had
hoped very much that you would not become an abbotj but now that
that has come 0 pass we must each interpret this move in his own
way, J1 and also your best friends here were gorry that you left
us and thal you beceme ons with the infamous monster, your Cardi-
nal; to do his bldding. The world cah hardly bear the mstter any
longer and still you must suffer it to come to pass and keep
silent, It iz nc more than a miracle when you stand in such dan=
ger and do not demy Christ, We pray.and wish that you will free
yourself from zuch a tyrammical prison and return to us, and we
also hope that you are thinking about doing this thing. For if I
know Your Reverence as well as I do, I can not rime taese two
things with one another, that you eontinue to remain in such a
position, or if you still are as you once were that you do not
withdraw from the present situstion. PBut while we are thinking
and wishing ths best for you, we still hope for you here even
though your long silence makes such hope very feeble. /

o “« =

Sc¢ you ses, venerable father, how much in doubt I an writing
to you, since you for such a long time by your silence have kept
ts in uncertainty. Yet you should be very certain about the things
which we teach and believe. I am also assured that you have not
condermed us from your heart, even though we are very much dis=
pleased with vou, I certainly am not going to give up P’—f?.‘."ing and
hoping that you will yet eeparate yourself from your Cerdinal and
the vapacy even ns I am, yes, as you yourself once were, liey Ged
hear me and take you and us to Himself. Amen!

120

Your son, Martin Luther.
As abbot of the Benedictine monastery Staupitz devoted himself %o

3 7
the theologicel instrucilon of the monks and also cavefully guarded

ol £ ime-
their souls, Thers ave two deliverances of Staupitz which axe of im

201, , pp. 610-612.
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portance in his years as abbot. In one, in 1523, he "mildly reproached
Stephen Agricola for opposing his subjective cpinion to the decisions
of the Chuch,” The second cccwrred later in the gere year. This ons,
however, was sherper and in this he advocated the proposal that "heretics
rust be punished since the shesp must be protected from the wolves s that
the adherents of Luther were by the pope's bulls, and the emperor!s
edicts placed in the positicn of heretics, that a single proved point
of heresy wss sulficient to convict, and that Agricola was guilty in
many points," 121

In April, 1524, Staupiiz. wrote Luther:

Hay Christ help that we may at least live eccording to the Gospel,

which now sounds in our ears and which many carry in the mouthj; _

ginee I see that multibtudes abuse the gospel for the fresdom of

the flesh. lay my prayers, seeing that I was once the forerunner

of the holy evaengelical teaching, still avail somewhat with

thee, 122
When he calls himgelf the 'forerunner of the Gospel! he does that with
a certain right, and "he is ecually right when . . . he said to Luther: -
'You have led uz from the husks of the swine back to the pastures of

life.!" For one cen readily see that in later years of their friemd- |

'

» E —
ship Luther nlso exerted an influence upon Staupitz. But Staupitz like

80 many with mystical inelinations had "allowed himself to be carried

4

[4

away further by it than was reslly compatible with his religious princi-

ples and his nature, and therefore at the end of his life he renounced

Lis1enen, op. eit., p. 72,

1098 e : e
“Staupitz, as quoted in Newmen, op. cit., pp. 50.5L.
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his once beloved and respected friend,"123

In his later life Luther continually praised the

. + « deep understanding, honesty and sincerity of Staupitz, who,
as he said, was at all times a nobleman, never was dishonourable
or of a slavish disposition, However, towards the end of his life
he Bishop of Salzburg persuaded him to come there. . . . Although
I am hopeful for his eternal welfare, as his confession would in=
dicate, yel, we musli at the same time pray when we see such an
gxample, that we do not become sure of ourselves and reeall to
mind what 5%. Paul warng in 1 Cor, 10:12: "Who stands, let hin take
heed, so thal he doég not fall,?

The letter of Staupitz of April 1, 1524, referred to above, 13 the
last word that we know pesgsed between the two, We have no information
how this letter of Staupitz was received by Luther., In this same lstter
Steupitz had recommended the bearer of the letier with the following
wordss

My brother, I commend to thes the bearer of this whom thou seest

before thee, 1o make him with they care and power a pupil of thine,

that he may the more speedily receive his degree of Master and be

sent back tv me, For I have the agsured hope that he will bear
good fruit and do honor %o his study at Wittenberg.lz5

In the records of the Faculty of Philosophy of Wittenberg, "in

Matricula I," an entry is found in the year 1524, under the deanship

In the same year, on the last day of April, mdaqdy, Geo:%'ge F‘IJ]?I‘BI‘ s
of Salzburg, obtained the degree of Master, (a thing which had
never before been done) at the urgent request of Dr. John Staupitz,
£o whonm Ghis cchool owes its foundation, and of Dr. Luther, uhe
champion, not so nuch of letters, as of the gospel (by the radi-

12‘5Boehmer, Rozd to Reformation, op. ¢it., PPe 108.109.

B e ]

Rérather, smtliche Ferke, op. cit., LXII, p. 347.

5, 1. Xachler, "Luther’s Lazt Intercourse with Staupitsz," Ihe

> £ oo
Luthersn Chureh Review (Philadelphias The Alumd Associat;gl; of the
Evangelical Lntharan Theological Seminary, 1884), II, p. .
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ancy of which, God, the Supremely Great and Good, has in these
days illumined (}ermzu':y).]éo . ¢

It seems evident that the person mentioned in these records, George -
Fuhrer, was the person who bore the letter to Luther,

In the University schedule degrees were conferred only at gpecified
times and seasons, snd the lagt part of April was not one of them, This
was the firat occurrence of such a promotion on that dzy, and it ccewrrad
but very rarsly nfter this, The next one was in 1528. Under the note
which vms written in the records of April 30, 1524, there iz zlso a ncte

written by someone else which reads: "'They who introduced such a pre=

have not dezerved well of the college.'™ Luther, who was not a

P

cedent

member of the Faculty of Philosophy, here used his influence with the

memhers of that faculty to comply with the wishes of Staupitsz as soon
as possiblc,

Horeover the words of Stawpitz, that Luther should make him his
pupil, do no% exclude the probability that Fuhrer was even then
acquainied with his theology and inclined towards it, Indeed he
had been at Wittenborg before, though it was probably at the time
when Luther waz on his way to Worms, or during his stay at that
plage, or even during his ebode at the Wartburg. Among the
Bacealaureates who had come from foreign parts and had been re-
ceived at Wittenberg in 1521 (John Stob, aliag Ginckelyn de ¥angen,
being dean) wes fGeorgius Fyeren Saltyburgensis Winensis (sict)
Bace.! In the year 1924 he received his degree of Masier immedi-
ztely upon arrival and then pursued his studles with Luther.
Vhether he was able to 'return to Steupitz to convey greetings

from Wittenberg we do not know.
With this letter snded the comumication between two men, Staupitz -

and ILuther , who for years of thelr lives walked hond in hand in theology

61134,

1271pia. , pp. 151.152,
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and intimacy, only to find that the differences in their characters

proved the means of separation in later life. Steupitz died on Decem=

ber 28, 1524,




CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

With the death of Staupitz in 1524 there eﬁded a friendship and
intimacy which had for sc long existed between the Vforerunner of the
evangelistic Gospel'! and the leader of the Reformetion himself. These
two, Staupitz and Luther, had spent years of their lives in close har=
mony and intimate contact; each had influenced the other towards a
greater and clearer understanding and experiencing of God and His pure
poses with men.

Yet, there were obvious differences betwaen the two., Staupitz
was a very sensitive individual, yet of a gentle disposition., He con-
tinually wished to withdraw from conflict,no metter of what nature it

was, and especiaily if such conflict found the opposing parties umable

to come to an agreement., His sensitive character led him to an intend-

ad life of seclusion and study im nonasticism in his early years. It
led him to give up his position in 1512 in regard to the proposed
union of the Augustinian monasteries Eecause of the opposition against
him, It finally led him in 1520 to leave Luther and his csuse and join
the Benedictine Order, and in the end to re-affirm his subiission and
allegiance to the judgments of Rome. In controversial matters he was
usually accustomed to express himself in & devotional and mystical
mamner, He was, however, earnest and sincere in nis desire to help

whenever he was vsquested.

(O EHAETT L
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On the other hand Luther was possessed with a greater incentive
for sclentific investigation into the problems which confronted the
peace of his soul, Vhen he gained results from such investigation he
immediately applied these solutions to his life and actions. He was
not satisfied with the answers and solutions he received from his in-
structors or from the theologians he studied, but had to ascertain the
correct and appropriate solution for himgelf,

One might picture the life and outlook of Staupitz as a "bright
morning star in spring," and the life of Luther as a "summer day,

7 2\

labouring with thunder-storms and tempests.“i

Biographers cquite often picture

. » » the one in his quiet cell, calm and contemplstive; the

other in the presence of kings and crowds, boldly contending

for the truth, end surrounded by admiring friends and obsti-~

nate adversarieg, In the abstract view of things, Staupitz

bases all upon love, Luther all upon faith, Staupitz reduces

Christianity to the very simplest practical propositlons in

the doctrine of lovej Luther deduces from the dpct.rin? of faith

& rich abundance of religious perceptions and theclogical ideas.

The latter executed what the former planned and prepared; did

what he foreboded and conceived,’

Staupitz possessed an evangelical spirit, embodying to a large
measure the principles of the Reformetion championed by his pupil and
successor. TYet, hs was not really what one might call 'Protestant! in

that he fearad an open break with the established Church., On the

other hand, he also cared little for 'Romenism.! One might compare

L1inenn, op. ¢it., p. 251

2Tbid., pp. 251.252.
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his relation to the Reformation with that of Erasmus, The difference

between the two would be that Staupitz "helped prepare the way for it

in the sphere of discipline and piety, Eramus in the sphere of scholar- |

ghip and illumin=tion. Both were men of wediation and transition;

they beheld from afar the land of promise, but did not enter it.f'B |

The theclogy of Staupitz was a combination of Augustine, Scripture,

and mysticlsm - a devo'lgj.,g,-mddém.""' He was no longer concerned aboub
the wltimate goal of the g;mxiné mystics, nemely, that of a union of
the part of God enclosed in the soul with the undivided God-substance.
Staypitz found the greatest experience of the believing soul in "the
mystical union of the soul with Christ, in which there is only a blend=-
ing of the will and the feelings, but not a temporary suspension of
the essential distinction between God and man.'”f

In everything he was seeking that which was practicalj his person=
ality was noble, as Luther was later wont to say, and at all times
was dignified and engaging in his telks and counsels. The greatest
event of hig 1ife which claims notice among Reformation students of
today is that "he stimlated and encouraged his great disciple, until
the latter had developed into a fitness for the mighty york to which

he was called of God. "9

3Scha.f.‘ai‘, op, eit., pp. 121,122,
4Boehﬁer, Road to Reformation, oD. cit.; p. 100.

541C1intock and Strong, op. clit., . 999
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