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CHAPTTH I
INTRGDUCTION

The nraobles to be discussed in tais thesils is Christian Admonie
tlon and 1ts practical imolications for the Church, There is evidence
of a renewed esphasis on the practice of Christian admonition among
the lay members of the Churche This renewed empius) 8y therefore,
offers valid reason 4o restudy the Seriptural teachings on admerition
and o corstdor what has been written on this subjeet in the history
of the Churche It appears to the writer that such an emphasis is
Yery mecessary in these daye when there is a definite need for strong
faith among Christian peonlas Hence, on the basis of Seripture and
the writines of the Church, implications will be drawn which have
' evident bearine on the present situation of the Cmreh,

“hen spasking of Christian admonition in this thesis; n> refer-
ence is made to the formal ecclesiastical machinervy preparatory to
excommnications Father this thesls deals with the onguing; everyday
activity of armonighing, warning of sin, strengthening and building
up of faith thiat should po on between Christlian brothers at all times.

[This dof inttion/ would imply all that the Church does to

train its members in iliving a zodly 1life, all the instruction,

adaonition, exhortation, and reprocof, both bty public oreaching

and in private interecurse of members among themselves and

of mombers and pastor, by which Christians are to be trained
to boeome always better children of Godel

13, L., "Church Mseinline,” The Lutheran Witness, LV (August
7’ 1”96)' ie
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The Churen 1s a body of Christians bound together in bonds of
falth ans love, farming a spiritual alliance for the ourpose of
strensthening and encoura sing one ansthore?
The Chrisiian's care for the spiritual 1ife of the fellow
Caristian extends beyond nls meeting of emergencies and
sethnels in the 1ife of the brothers It secks to susnly

the living Word of Jod; as the food of life, to the brother
richly and continually.

Tms the Caristian brother fs t» be concerned about als brother in
the datly affairs of U fo, always endeavoring to guide him frow the
path of ¢'n and to brine God's Word to him for the strengthening of
hi= f2ith,
In oveparing this thesis, the writer has omnloved the Seriotures
f the Lew Testament and the writings of the men of the historieal
and e-snbemnorary Churche The thesis 15 organized on a fairly rigid
ehronolo leal bagis, oxcept where such arrangement would detract
from the thesis, The second chapter considers what Seripture has
to s reparding the subject of Christian admonition. The third
chanter “gals with ssame of the writings of the Church from the
foostolie Fatners down to the present t!.ma-. The fourth chapter draus
implications from tils materlal that would apply to the Church of
todaye In the final chapter, conclusions are drawne

In using the material from the Seriotures, various pertinent

2y, Y, Lilly, "What is the Duty of the Church Toward her
Dalinguent Nembera?' Lutheran tuarterly, VIII (1878), 230.

3Richard R Cnemmerer, The Church in the World (Saint louiss
Concordia Publishing House, 1943), De B3
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Passapes vers guctaed and explained on the basis of commentaries, notably

The Dxnosttor's Grogk Tostavent and The Intermtional Critieal Commentary.
In cons'daring the vast arount of material avallable in the writings

of the historieal Churen, the writor hae ehosen only that which would
mear: o anoly in the most pertinent manner. In doing this, he has
tried to oive a fair overview of each age and each puriod of the
Caurch, with n somswhat heavier emdhapls on the very early writings
and the writines of the contemporary Churche

On the Lasis of thls study, the following conclusions were drawn.
The nructice of Christian aduonition is Biblical, valid, and important
for tho 1ife of Christianse There have bsen periods in tie history
of the Church in which the practice of Christlan admonition has not

bean sufficiently emphasized in her writingse The writers of the

s
4

Church ha o tended to he oneesided regarding this practice, putiing
more emiasis an resaining the brother in mortal sin than on bullding
up the faith of the brother in everyday contacts with hime Finally,
there seems to be a change in the writings of the Church of today,
puttine more awmnaels on thiz daily upbuilding in faith, which happens

as one Christian brinzs God's Word to another,




CHAPTER II
TOr 9TBLICAL TEACHING CN CHRISTIAN ADMOFITION

In order % ret the final word on any matter concerning Christian
doctrine or 1ife » one met always go to the Scripturss to see what
God suys in His Word, Hence, in order to be sure that it is God's
Will thst Chiristians edify and admenish thelr Christian brother, one
et see whet the Serintures say on this mattor.

The basie for the practice of Christian admonition is the fact
that each =oul 12 precious in the eves of the Maker and Redeemer,

God doern't want any of His childven to perish eternally. Of this

LY

Christ sposts in Matbhew 18812«1h,
fdow think ye? 4f a mon have ap hundred #heep, and one of
tlem Le gone asbtray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine
and ponti ints the monuntains, and seelketh that which 1is
wone astrav? And 1f go be that he findeth it, verily I
a3y untoc you, he rojoieeth more of that sheep, than of the
ninety and nine waich went not astraye. Iven so it is not
the will o vour Father whlch is in heaven, that one of
these Little ones should perishe

Under the very foreeful picture of a concerned shepherd, the Lord
pictures siz concern for iiis chlldrens

Christians, then, ghould obey the will of God also in the matter
of Christian adronitions Since a soul is so pracious in the sight
of Cody siould 1t not be just as precious to other of God's children
here on earth, the Christian !;rothers? "The parable teaches the
pPrecioua characteristically Christian doctrine of the worth of the
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individual at the worst to Godd"L God accepts man at his sinful worst.
So also the Ghristian mst accept his brother and help him to improve
by acwonishing hirme
Ths eoncern which the Christian 1s to have for a brother is

not somethine that can be accented or neglectede God has placed upon

-

each Chriaiian the obli gation to perform this service for his brothere.

That is part of the Christisn's 1life, one of the obligations laid on

’q

him when he wog made a child of Gode Paul, writing to ths Homans, f S N

e ——

L
R |

(15214) smoaks of tids when he says, "And I myself also am persuaded
of you, my breturem, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with
all knowledse, avle aleo to admonish onc anothore® Paul takes it as
aceented fact that the Christian man has the ability and the duty to
adesrien his brothere Faul praises nis readers by telling them how
they axcel in roodness and in Christlan knowledge. They are also,
then, able to admonish ome anothers "In a sense therefore / thase
Clristians are/ selfesufficient."?

This ig not a unilateral affair, howevers The Christian brother
15 obligated to return tiis service to the one who has admorished
and cdified hime There is to be no other waye Just as one Chriatian

returns the love of another, so also he is to return the edification

1slexander falmain Bruce, "The Synoptic Gospels,” Tha Exnositor's
Sreek Testament \Grand Rapidst lWime B, Ferdmans Publishing Company, nede),

s 239,

2Jamos Denney, "Ste Paul's Epistle to the Homans,® Tha Exnositor's
Emejk_ Testament (Grand Rasids® Wme Be Eerdmans Publishing Company,
Nede), 1T, Tile
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and admonishment of anothers The great man of Cod, Paul, told his
floman roaders that they must feel the obligation to strengthen him,
Just as ne wanted to strencthon them 4n their faith (Romans 1311-12), P

For I long to soe you, that & may impart unts you soms
Spiritual =114, to the end that ve may be established; that
isy thet » may be comfarted torether with you by the mutual
faith both of y=u and mee

Thus even Paul does not elain that all the giving will be from his
sides e wante o he strengthened by the faith which both of them
Mssess and wileh they each recognize in the othere3 Paul does mot
place nimeel? 2 ove these averare Christianse <f he hoves to give
anything o then, ae expects to recolve in an equivalent measure
from themk .

fartin Luther puts himself in a similar position when he writes:

I am indeed 2 inctor of Theolosy and many tell me that
thay wers =i-mally advanced in their knowledge of Holy

Serinturs tnrough my help. But I have also experienced

that i wag helped and cheered ‘through a single word of a

brother who helieved himself to be in.no sense my equal.

There 15 treomendous welpnt-in the word of a brother which,

in an hour of emergency, he adduces from Scripture. For

foly Scriptars's inseparable ecrpanion ig the Holy Spirit

Wi moves fiearts in more than one way and consoles through

the Worde? . !

3Ivid., pe 308,

%i111an Sandsy nnd Artiur C, leadlam, "A Critical and Fxegetical _

Commentary on the Z“pistle to the Homans," The Inte onal Critical
; staments

Comnentary on the toly Serintures of the 01 ey lestaments
Yorks Charles 3erilmer's Sons, 1;037.' xxxﬂ;'gf.'ms set is hereafter
reforred to as }'_CE_.

SMartin Luther, "Cimenta P S ! ¢
in ry on Psalm 90," Luther’s Works (Saint
Louist Concordia Publishing House; 1956), xm.'&_. '
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Seeing how these rreat men follewad the Lord's command in regard to
the nractice of mutual Christian adwonitlon, other Christians are %o
make their adnonizhments o two-way street of strengtheninz and
fheourasine one another in faits and in the exercise of that faith.

henever one man undertakes to admonish another and tell aim
that ho has done vrongz, the danger is always present that the admonishing
111 becosme ouffed un with prides When this hapnens, the
effmet of Lin witness is seriously eurtailede Paul writes (Galatians :,‘: a y‘f;
6s1), = retiiren, i a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual,
restore such an one in the aoirit of mecknessj considering thyself,
thce ales be tommteds” The admonishing Christian is here temnted

iy B beeome proud and to commit the same sins as 4id his

brobhere Commenting on this verse, The Fxpositor's Greek Tosptament

ihe treaiment of offenders helonged to the Church collectively,
tut oneh membor needed to examine himselfl individually, in
order “'2 he mirhi fulfill his oart with cdue humility and

gynratng.
Taking $hiz verse o refor to the temmtation for the admonishing

Christian 45 commit the same eins as did nls brotaer, Dr. Ferner

Fallure to heéar witnes? against wrong will result in a
noral breatdoun within ourselves: o o o To be silent

“hen we ought %o spoak is €5 consent to a wronme To condone
wrony in others leads o condoning it in surselves.

@mﬂﬂr‘r Fandall, “The Fnistle to the Calatians," Tha
Fxpositor's Creelk T stament (Orand Ranidst Wne B, Ferdmans Fublishing

mﬂ?, Nele 9 ? 1

Tearl Walter Temner Snlritu M (5%
e, 753 7 oo 5&'2“-

Louizs Concordin Punlishing House,
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The Chrtstis= 17 ta admonish his sinning brother in ths soirit
of veanesze This is the only soirit of admonishing acceptable €o
Jod and th broticre Une in not to raise himeelf a'ove the brotiar,
hut, in all seckness and s mmatiy, apnroachk him and try to lead
bim on the @y 5 everlastine 1ife. Only then cam the witness to
the brotoer be of foctives

“n vor-e tws of Galatians slx, Ste Paul further exhorts the
Caristlans, wien he says, "lear ye one another's turdens, and so
fulfill the 1o of Christe” This doss not mean that the Chriztian
mast ear 1'g own and his brother's hurdens. Rather it would say
thst “lristian love 1o alunye rea’y and eazer to relisve the burden
of the brother vwhen the load beeones crushinq.a Tuls "burden<tearinz”
alea in a ourt of the practice of Christian admonishing and edifying,

wwhy, then, 1s the surtose or veason for Christian adm--ition? f)!/ A%‘_;.,,k

Certainly fis purpose 1s ond always must ha born of a eccncern for

ion o” a sinnsre Paul says in his second letter o the

[ i
-l
v
&
f=s
e
I
o
=
O

—~T »l
peoole in Thessalonica that the =on who did not obey the apostle's "1l 141‘?"'3

injunetions was rot to be classed as an oremy of those of tha faithe.
Tale disabedienc: was not to pub him out of the brotherly fellowshipe
Bather it was to cause the odher Uhristiana to recognize that this
trother was in danger and they were to rally around him to support
hime Paul tells his veaders (II Thessalonians 3:15) *Yet count him

not 2z an enemy, “ut adeonish him as a brothere" Paul wants them

8

Beniall, ope Citey 'Ds 1F%
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8lvays to woalize what these offenders are otill brotherw.® Be-
omuse they axe hrothers, end not enemies, "discipline /' mng be
adninigtevel in love end with the oole parpoce of repentansce and .

rei'a:‘m.lll":‘
Digay, awoval, oo o nsans of moral disciplize, 81l 1ts
effent if the ’i." fenler does not realioe g/ its o'bdﬂﬂfl

enl wmaoon, or 47 4% 4o talnted vAth pergonal hoatility,

Mo concerm S keoping the hrother In the Bith vas also echood
by the Ioml in Matthew 18115161
Fomesver, 17 thy brother shall trespass against theo, &0
and tell him vﬁ« fenlt betwoen thee end him alone: i .'na

slall L hear 1 50, wa gt gained thy brother. Bub if ho
will not ‘mﬂ the 'L!aat ta.'m vith thee one or two moze,

e : .i:.,.-._‘
The emineio 1o alwnyo on gxining the brother. If ome fadls in his
eftempt, thon ko fe 4o teln relnforcementos. The eternal welfere of

the brother 2o af otale. Hothing io too mich effort.
his maoeuge in Meithov does not. pefer only to ains ageinot a

pariiculan peroon.

"a’ ol Caopien, “Tho TPwelve Baoks of Joim Cassien on the Institutes
e Coo: .'m;e, tmﬂ. the Remedles for the Eight Prineipal Feults,”

I! LY nm wm m
cm."e ueimu Teries; mﬁmw Y. D. Eudmngg p%%temng

em— Lt «9')); ?-.Z, 272,

¥amen Frerett Frems, "A Criticsl end Rregeticel Commntary on
the Iplptlec of S%. Paul to the Thesoeloniens,” ICC (New Tork: Charles
Sexltmer's Sone, 1912), XWVIZ, 310,

remes Moffett, "The Firet enl Second Eplotles to the Thessa-
loniens,"” The Rxpositorfs Sreek Teotoment (Grend Bapide: Wm, B. Eexdmans
Publmhim_, Company , ﬂodo’: v, 53.
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Une excuse often offered is that Christ, according to thelr
interpratation, enj-ined on them to exercise Christian ade
monition only 4in the case that "thy brother has trasnassed

against thee,™ that ls, if the sin ls In the nature of a
perzonal offense. Yet, anv sin committed by tha erring

brother iz o trespags "azilnak Lica," as long as 112"5”‘19

“o your notice, sinee 1t affects you as a brother.

There arc ecases when even this united witness of "two or throa®
to a brother wili not be suffielent. Contimuing in his sin, he will
have 5 ke out out of tne fellowship of the believerss Even in this
extreme act, the sole surpose is to galn the brother, *+f excomrunica=-
tlon eauces him to eee the error of his ways and he repents, e
“artatisn brothers should immediately receive him back into the
Chrictlian felloushipe Faul dealt with such a c2se in Corinths In
his socond Lotter to these peonle, he warned thea not %o be too hard
on this repentant brother; who now wanted to rejoin the fellowship. .
BIRS 6

e writes (1T Corintiiata 2:7-8)s
2o that eontrarivige ye osught rathor to forpive him, and
comfort him, lent nerhaps such a one_should be swallowed
un with overruch sorrows “herefore I beseech you that you
weuld confirm your love towayd him.
Thiz man's prief wea evidently great, and there must have been danger
that he woul” despalr of ever heing received back.l3 They were told

to be on thoir -usrd, lest he "be driveh t5 despair through overmuch’

12terman v, Dartels, "Gein Thy Brother,” The Lutheran Witness,
XLIX (Jamary 16, 1923), 17. :

lsdlfred Plummer, "A Critic:zl snd Fxegetical Commentary on the
Second Epistle of 5t. Faul to tie Corinthians,” ICC (Mew Yorks
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1915), XIXITI, 59,
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severity." figse Chndstiens were to make sure that thelr hrotler
imav thai they loved him end were ready to forgive him. /Again the
brother 1mst not be loot,

Fhe Girletieatc concem, then, in the practice of Christlen
Gimomltion 1o aot ouly 4o be eble to polat out ©o & brother that he
22 olmmed, Lut et the edwaishing Christien aloo be consemned with 2%
e stremstlening of that brother's faith, Paul writes (I Corinthians . o
s320) s

fo ip 10 them, brutlren? when ye come together, every one
of you lmth o poolm, hath @ dootrine, hath a tomgue, hath

& wavolation, heth on intermetation, Let a1l thingy

be deme wnto edifying,
ALL other npiritual gifto lose thelr maxirmm efficacicusncce 1P they
are not usel for the builiing up of the Cimrch., Even eo the Christien's
edmeniching of his beother I8 £5 eerve to build up in feith, even as
the Chelstion vamms hio bawther of hie oinm. "Edifigation mmat once
more be dmninted on an the e ala of ell,"15

in Ephoslons four, Peul pivcents the Christien Cinmeh under the
rieture of the Body of Chrict. Do strecces that there 1o to he
coniimel szowbh in thie Body and of thie Body. This kind of growth

i eccomplinhed individually, However, the Christian rmot be concerned

'Cfi«

s
Bernaxd, "The Geoond Epistle to the Corinthisns,” The
M@ﬁfp(mmm:mn.mmum
Compeny, n.0.), iiL,

e, ¢, Tindisy, "St. Poul's Firet Eplstle to the Corinthians,”

mmg m(mmmmmw.n.mmnm
» Rele 2 II, 91ll=12, 4
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fnough to sas that it happens alsn by the working of ons brother on
amothers In verse twelve, Paul tells us that thls work is not to be
done by the nastor slome. The pastor is thers orimarily to aquip
the other gainte of the Body t» build up one anothnr.16
Sueh men as Frasms, Luther, Deliette, Rueckert, Welss, and Haupt
recognize this interpretation of Ephesians Lisl?2,

The sense /of the papsage/ becomss "Christ gave scme men as
Apustles, some as prophets, etcs, with a view to the full
equisment of the saints for the work of ministration of servica
they have cach to do in order to the bu! ding un of the body
of Chirinte” o o e [Each member gets the gift of grace, and
@ach has his part to d: towards the upbuilding of the Church
whleh is the great objeet of Christ's bestowments; and these
invatles, prohebs, oteey are the means provided by Christ
whereby oll the menbers shell Yo made capable of performing
thalr several parts in order that at last the whole Church
may be Leilt up in its completeness as the body of Ghrist.”

After these Christians ore equipped to> do the work of the ministry
to the brotasr, then they must be certain that they actually cdo it
Paul outlines how this gots done wien he says (Echesians }i315-16):

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up imto hi~

in 211 thinrs, whileh is the head, even Christs from whom the
whole bodv fitly joined together and compacted by that which
every joint suprlieth, according to the effectual working
in the wsasure of every nart, maketh inerease of the body
unto t o odifying of 1tself in love.

The emnhasis hers 1s on the growth of the whole Bodv, not of the

160. August Hardt, "Christian Fellowship," Concordia Theolorical
Honthly, VI (July‘19h§). Lhe<h9,

175, Ds Fo Salmond, "The Eoistle to the Ephesians,” Tha E r!
Ureskc Testoment (Grand Rapidss Wme Be Eordmans Publishing Company, nede

s 33l.
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lodividual parge,l® fpusvar, as brothers in Carist, who tozether
form this Pody, soeair to one another in love, the individual and the
Sody are edified,

Tnis uohuildine can aleo be done by one's self. 4n fact, there
s again an o Ligation %o do this alone a2 well as in the fellowship
of the bellevers, In the next chaptsr of Fphesians, Pavl warns the
firistians not to be drunk with wine, bt rather filled with the
Solrits After a ran 1s thus filled with Ood's Spirlt, then these wonder=
fol ¢ ings begin to hamoen in hls 1% and in the 1ife of those around
hine Yem haxin Lo mrow as these Soiritedirected words are spoken.
Paul urees Coristians to be (Fphesians 5319-21)

“peaking to yourselves in nralms and hymne and spirltual

soneTy, singin: and making melody in youy hearts to the
“ordy piving thanks aluays for all things unto God and the

Father in ;.}:.‘.‘.‘ name of our Lord Yesus Christy submitting
vourszlves one to another in the fear of Gode _
In the same bweath in which he speaks to Christlans regarding their
oun unbullding, Paul tells them to submit to one anotherj to bte able
to talm the Scirit-directed admonishiment from the brothsr,
Certainly 1% mist be adnitted that the Christian has an obligae
tlon 5 adeonich eseh of his Christian brotherse However, the primary
concarn of each Christian mst be for the weak brothers. For it is ¢
the weak brother who ie in the greatest danger of losing his faith.
fince the Christian's concern is that no man lose his falth, nis first

concern mist he for those for whom this eondition is moast irmediate.

182, K. Abbott, "A Critical and “xegatical Commentary on the
Eoistles to the Ephesians and to the Colossiane

Cherles Scrivner's Sons, 1905), XXV, 127.

»" 1CC (New Yorik: f
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i
. - g i‘
The avostle further addresses the Chriasiians in Thessalonica (I N1

Thegsalonions 531}, “iow we exiort you, brothren, warn them t'hat are
unruly, confart the foeble-minded, sunsort the weak, be patient toward
all wene" The Jresk word here translated as “fc.ableminded" wauld
more vroerly be yendered with the word "Fainthearted”™ or "discauraged."]'g
The proner omohasis for this massage then comes to light, namely,
suonort for those whn ars discouraged or weak in their faith,

Hoth The Expositorts Oreel Tostament?® and The International

2

Q_r;mg_l_ Comrentary’ i tale the above passage 1o refer to the rank and

f1la nombere of the Chuvrchs ienece, the responsibilify for encouraging
tae dlmevursmed and buildirg up the weak in faith devolves upon every
Ciristiane Az lubher writess

Serinbure expressly tells us to "encourage the fa2inthearted”

(X Thessalonlans 5:1k) and that "a dimly burning wick should

nf be guenched” (Isaiah h233) but rather nurturede ¢ o o

ThersTors ths Soirit reminds and admonishes us everywhore

that Christians have autlggr!zation from Ged Himself to teach
and console one anothers

This aduwonishing of brother Chriestians can and shonld certainly

bo dona wahenevsr and wherever it i3 needed by anyones However, in

1%i1111an F. Arndt and P, Wilbur Gingrich, A ﬂnok—&méﬁh Laxicon
of the Hew Testomont and O rly Christian literature cagzos
rsity of Ch % E'15’57

Tho University of Chicaro Press, s De 5076

20Jamys Meffatt, "The First and Second Epistles to the Thegszloniansg,®
The Expositor's Greek Tontament (Orend Rapidss Yime Bs Eerdmans Fublishing

Company, nedely; 17, ifle
311"‘:'33:.3, ODe E’l__t_o, De 195-
22Lather, ope cite, Pe 111,
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addition %o tals admanishing in the daily intercourse of peoole,
Serinture states thet it can be effectively accomplished in the core
norats warsnip aervice, In fact, that in one of the reasons why
Christisns should comn thgether to worshlp frequently., Paul writes
of this to the Culosslans (3816=17)s

lat the word of Christ dwell in you riehly in all wisdoms

besening and admon?shing one another 1r nsalms and hymns

and soiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts

o the Lorde And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all
in the name of the lLord Jesus, giving thanks to God

o

and the Father by Hime
As Charistians sing and snesk in church worship cervices, they are
admoniehing and edifying the Christian brothere This same thing
hanpens when the pastor speale, for he is spealdng in the name of and
in the -iasce of the Christiens in the pwe The services of worship
can be effective means for sccomplishing this very necessary .
admoniening and edifying,

The paseace in Cologslans (3116=17) need not refer exclusively to
the oublle worshipe Howaver, worshlo services are certainly includods®3
The emohasis 1s on making the singing of evsry kind of sniritusl song
"a wehicle of religious instruction and ndmaniti:-n.“zh This can be
accomplished within (;1' outside the worship service. '

The uritsr &5 the Hebrews stresses this same note of admomition

taling plaee in the worship settinge Yet, at the same time he adds a

23Abrott, ope cite, Pe 2914

2"’1&. Se Pealce, "The Evistle to “hs Colossians,® 1%-_ Exnositor's
ng Comnany,

Oraclc Tectament (Crond Rapidst lme Be Eerdmang Publis
n.ﬂ.}’ Ifi’ g!ll‘
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New note that places vrgency on ths matter of the practice of Christian

admonitions (Hebrews 1037)e2%)

Aind let-us consider cne another to provoke unto love and

to mood uorited not forpaking the assesbling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some isj but exhorting ons another:
and eo meh Lhe more, as ye see the day avporoachinge

”
Uirysostom comments on thiss

For that day cometh so es a thief in the niphte. Hnowing this,
let wives exnort thelr husbands, snd husbands admonish their
wiveg; 1ot us teach youths and maidens, and all instruct

those uiich are to come, that we may be able also to obtain
thome=2

In order %> earry out the apostle's command \ve 21.:3), Christians
shouls not neslact such gatherings for worship and sncouragement,
especially in these last v:!m's.zs Christians aye to =ncourage one
another by oractice their Chaistiin love, "Since this is only nossibie
Wher common wership and fellowshin are maintained, the writer warns
them anainst follewing the examnle of abandoning such gatheringse"2rl

The urpency of this boainess of practicing Christian admonition

ig born of nn aschatologleal emphasise The note is always one of

2Bdnmn Chrysostom, "The ibomilies of Ste John Chrysostonm on the

Gogoel of S5t Joln,™ A S=lsct librarv of Nicene and Postelicene Fathers
of the Christian Ci,'ur;h (First gerieﬂTew Yorks The Uﬂrisﬁim Literature

Comsany, 1750), LIV, 172

26armua ledsy "The Eplstle to the !!ehrews5“ ihe Exnositor's
Gresk Togtament (Grand Rapidss Wme 3e Terdmans Yublisiing Company,

n.d.j’ :‘I"' 3’]7.

2T3ames “orfaf.h, ni Critical and Exepgetlical Cowmentary on the
Enigtle to the liebrews,” ICC (New Yoris Charles Seribner's Sons, 192h),
XXEIX, 146, o
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time runmning sut. Let Christians be about the business of building

up brother Christianse




CHAPTER II1
TH% WITNESS. OF TH® CHURCH
The Church Fathers

As the Christian gladly hears the witness of the Scrintures, so
15 he also ready to heed the example and witness of the saints who

In the pravious chapter, various words of Scripture:
The

have gone before,
regerding the practice of Christian admonition were adduced.
witnesz of the church of history and of today must now be heard.

From the very beginning, men of the Church havs been concerned
about a2 brother admonishing and praying for his Christian brother.
Aga'n and agnin the sarly Church fathers emphasize this in their
writings, Clement, Bishop of Rome in the late first century, enccurages
mitual Christian admorition in his epistle to the people of Corinth.
He t211s his readers that through this kind of mutual admonition the
whole group of Christiens is united to the will of God.l

In 1h0 A, D, The Pastor of Hermas speaks of th~ early Christians

praying for their brother's spiritual welfares The suthor specifically

states that the poor even prayed for the welfare of their rich Christian
brothers.? This indicates that there should be mo class distinction

1clement, "The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians,"”

The Ante-Nicene Fathars (New York:s Charles Scribmer's Soms, 1895)
T’ 21!;530 4 >

20Pastor of Hermas," The Ante-Nicene Fathers (New York: Charles
Seribner's Sons, 1899), 'Hﬁa.
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in the oractice of Christian admonition.

The Litursieal formulee recorded in The Constitutlons of the
Holv Anonbles have srveral instances of prayer being made for the
brethranes Theee writings contain orayers for the neuly enlightened
brathren that bhey might be strengthened in falth and also for the
older Uhpintians that they misht be kent in the fadth.3

ari tine in a sirilar vein in the early third century, Cyorian
exhorts his yeaders ¢5 prav for the brethrens Writing to the neculiar
situation of that ¢ime, he esnecislly asks his readers to pry for
the lanmed, ‘ousver, he includes also those who have nst fallen eway
that they »ight be ::tren;zt!mnpd.h Cynrian is very specific in gstating
that only orieste are parmitted Lo forszive sins, "ihence wa perceive
thslt only they wio are set ovar the Church and established in the
Zogmel law, and in the ordinance of the Loxd, are allowed o o » to
pive remission of mina."s A% one point, Oyprian goes so far as
to state that the power to remit sins ls reserved far the bishop who
stands In the snsstolic succession.6

In the third century the emnhasls regarding who is to admonish

3uConntitutions of tie iloly Adostles,”™ The inteellicene Fabhers
(Hew Torks Charles Seribner's Senz, 18961, i A inFE,-FB-

“Cv-rian, "The Foistles of Cyprian,” The “nte-Hicens Fathers
(Yew Zork: The Christian Literature Company, 15533;'ﬁf25ib.

SIbide, pe 371e
6Ibide, De 3%
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and forzive gine seems to be shiftinge Origen, writing in the first
half of the third century, shifts this obligation from the prissts
and hisnons alone o include slso the lay peoples i atates that
any Chriskian wio proceads according to the three staszes of admonition
of “stthew elshtesn has the rigit to retain the sins of those who
do not heed this admonition. His accent in the context, however, is
ol the fael that the main conecern of Christians is to gain and keap
the brother through sueh »a«'!memi.sh.i.m}:.7

Gneaking as a representative of the Eastern Church of the late
fourth eentury, Chryscstom has much to ssy in his sermons o nls
neople regarding their duty to sdmonish one another, He t=2lls his
tearers not ¢o spend too much time considering their own condition
of belne st free from sine Rather they are to be able to give God
ten of their Triends whom they have corrected,® This Patriarch of
Constantinonle snesks of the obli~stion to practice Christian ade
monition in the home, ile advises his hearers to make the nractice
of Chrintlan admonition a resular prectice in the family circle also,’

In order that his peonle might know exactly how to nractice

Caristian admonition, Chrysostom speaks very specifically ahout a

Top; ren, "Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew," The A_“!-E"‘“’-A"&
Fathors (Kew Yorkd Charles Seribmer's Sons, 1899), IX; L93-Glie '

8dohn Chrysostgm, "The ﬂomﬂ:lg on tha Egatueg to th? Feople of
Antioch," A Select .1bﬁg of the :lﬁgg and fogtelijc ‘athers of
h Goriesy Yow dork® Charles Scribner's

the Christian Chure rat
Sons, 1900 )y 1X, Fl, Hereafter this set will be referred to as NA,

91'.)5 e
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method of doi ng it

Heat thow wish to correct @ brothor? VYeeps pray unto Oodg

Lulcng him apert, admonish, oounssl, entrest himl « .+ o Show

blyy charity towsyds the slmner, Hersuade him that it ie

fron care and anxiety for his welfers, and ot from a wigh

W expoue himy that thou pubtest him in mind of his zin,
Cheymoston ashous his people whot a serdcus matter 48 the necessity for

r e ]

Gdnonishing che brother, He further deives home this point by showing

how serious a2 matter it ie not to robuke the brother when such a retule
18 celled fore e $ells his people thet uhon they do not admonish
they are hurting thenselves and their brothor alsc, "Seest thou that

the nob mebuldng those that sin 45 & donoce both $o the master and

the digpinlernll

fowevery this edusonishing must not be done just once and then
forgotion, Proguently in his writings, Chrysostom tells his readers
bt Wie admnisiing et be ropeated until the brother has bsen
perousded thet he must refrein from his sinning.1? He further points
oub that adusuisning & brobher in his sin end exhorting hinm to refrain
from sin should be s normel end aseasy as saying “Hello" or "(ood-
yee" 3 Liove all, Uarysootom advises his hearers nob to Do ashamed

to eontivve Lo admonish o4 brothors "For to bo continually reminding

3 .
"Uxhl idep Pe 130

ohn Curysoston, "The Homilios of Ste John CGueysostom on the
decond Epintle of St, Faul to the Corinthiang,” HIN (Pirst Seriesy
Hew York: Charies Scribnerts Sons, 1889), III,

120hwysoston, "The Homllies on tho Statues to the Feople of
‘.intioch.’“ DPe 5!1.1-52.

]3_._1.":1_11_:]_.’ e 425,
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men of {he gawe topiecs is not the fault of the speaker, tut of the

hearsy, b Carysoston acks his hearers to conolder God's dealings

with people and then follow God's examples

Zvery day Ood is addressing us, and we do not hear; and yet
“@ does not leave off speakinge Do thou, therafore, imitate
tiri=z tender care towards thy neighbours For tnis reason 1t is
that we are nlsced with one another; that we inhobit cities,
and that we meet together in churches, in order that we

may bear one mw‘r,!usr'n burdens, that we may correct one

ancther's sins.l”

fhove all, Chrysostom would have his hearers practice Christian
adusnition because of a love for the brotherel® The Christisn must
be herch and yet his love for his brother must always shine t.hrough.“

Psnecinlly 1s this true in the case of those who are already somewmat

-

For a lack of love in such a case might Just harden

broken in sairit,

the brother's heartel® Commenting on the “ord's words in fatthew

18415, Carysostom tells his hearsrss

ind He salth moty, "Accuse," nor "Charges him," nor "Demand
satisfaction, and an account,” btut, "Tell him of nis
fault,” saith Ha, For he 15 in a kind of stupor through
anger and shame with which he is intoxicateds and thou, who

1’:1"91&.’ Pe 37%

lsIh!.c!., Te 1!52.

28Jotn Chrysvstom, "The flomilies of Ste Jobn Chrysostom on the -
Pirst Evistle of Ste Paul the Avostle to the Corintnlans," NPH (First
Series; Mew Yorks Charles Scribtner's Sons, 1889), XIX, 266,

]:TJobn Chrysostom, "A Commentary on the 4cts of the Apostles
NPN (First Series; New Yorks The Christian Literature Company, 188

$9=1.00,

"
9), XI,

lies of St. John Chrysostom on the

18John Chrysostom, "The
Eoigtls to the Hebms:' NPN ?g:drst Seriesy New Yorks The “hristian

Literature Comoany, 1090); &1V, 396,
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art in health, must go thy way to him that is 111, and maks
the tribunal private, and the remedy such as may bs readily

recelivad,

Chrysostom often impresses it upon his he=arers that each one
needs the other. Uod made people in such a way that they need one
another %o supoly those things lacking in themselves.20 Thus when

one acdmonishes a brother, the brother should realize that sueh acdronie

tion is %5 Le reciprocated vhen such need arlsas.zl
Chrvaootom sugrests a unique arrangement which he wishes his

hearerz to employe o advises them to set up partnerships for this

matual a‘monishinge

Innsruch as we are of ourselves too listless, let us make
parinerships with each othery and pledge ourszelves to cone
tritute counsel, and admonition, and exhortation, and rebules
and reminigeence, and threatenings in order that from the
dilirenge of each we may all be amended,

Through all of this, Chrysostom stresses for his hearers that
the layman e¢=n and should practice Christian admonitions In fact,
he says that the layman can often do a more effective jJob of it than

can the naster bscause the layman meets his f'ellow man on a different

195onn Chrysostom, "The “omilies of Ste John Chrysostom on the
Gospel of Hatthew," NPN (First Series; New Yorks Charles Scribner's

Sons, 1688), X, 372

20John “hrysostom, "The Homtlies of Ste Joim ostom on the
Gospel of Ste John NEN (First Series; New Yorks The Christian Litere

ature Company, 1890); XLV, 67.

alchrysostcm, "The “omilies of St. John Chrysostom on the Epistle
to the Habrews," p., 505,

220hrveostom, "The Homilies on the Statues to the People of
Antioch,” p. k18,
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leval than dosg the pastor.®3
Ambrose, writing to Uhristiane of tha late fourth century, lays
an cbllgation upon them to admonish and renrove svan thoses brother

Caristiane who have commitisd =ortal sine,2l Ambrose pictures the body
of bellevers as a community of pecple medeaming the brother from sin

bty their tears of concerne

ind well is it said "Aurge,” for hs /Ehe sinner/ is purged as
hy certain things dene by the whole pe2ople, and is washad

in the tears of the multitude, and redeemed from sin by thg
weenineg of the multitode, and is purged in the inner mane?

Unless dmbross is referring to the Church as a redeeming community
in the senge that the mutual exhortin: of brothars in the Church is

an nvenue for the Gospel, the writer would have to disarree, since

Coriat iz the only Fedesmer from sine
luvustine, “ishon of fMpno in Africa in ths early fifth century,

urites to his provle in very strong words telling them how they are

to nractice Charistian adnonition, iz t=lls them that the volee of

chiding should have tones of terror, but at the same time the snirit

of love should always be evident.26 nLat us reprove with words, and if

23Chrysoston, "The Homiliers of Ste. John Chrysostom on the Epistle
tc the Hebrews,” pe 50L.

2hﬁnbrz:nse, "Tuo Sooks of Ste Ambrose, Pishop o7 Milan, Concerning
Repsntance,” NPN (Second Series; Orand Fanidss Wne. Be Eercdmans fube

lishing Company, 1955), X, 339
25Ibide, pe 32

25August.in. nSermons on Selected Lussons of the New Testament,”
NPN (First Series; New York: Charles Scribmer's Sons, 1903}, VI, 355.
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need b2 with soourges; « « « Jbut let/ gentleness . « o not depart
out of the hoort,"?! Auguetine goes on to say that if such discipline
18 relared; wickedness will jncrease and the Oarisiian people will be
decused bafore God_."‘-‘u

fowever, Augustine warns that Christians are not to be concerned
only with weproving and correcting the brother, Curistians are to
help the brother arend his sinful life, rather than merely to £ind

fault with 1e%” In elther case, whether one is aduonishing or helping

the brother to improve his life, the Caristian must be extremely

careinl. thet he-does not bscome prouds, He must never have the tone

of insult in his velee when reproving Wﬂ-cBo
Taleing exanple from the Loid Himsel§ Oaristians are to make

intercesaions for one anothers In addition to such preyer, Augustine

bids his resders continue to confess their sins to one another and

receive forgiveness for theie >k

Tho Reformation Fra

In the Frotestant Revolt of the sixteonth century, one hears
simiiar notes echiced which have been heard asince the beginning of the

Ohrictian Churche

2711‘)1(10, Pe 3056

2B1y34,
297bid., pp. 357=58. (8

3011d,, ppe 335=86s

311&ugutin "Tectures or Troctates on the Gospel agcording to
St, John," Hiti (First Series; Now Yorks Charles Soribner's Scns,

1908), VIT, 377
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Tre Martim Lubher, the driving force behind the sixtzenth century

Feformation, ¢elle his readers that ezch Christian, in addition %o

the oreschers and magtors, has an obligation to judge and rebuke his

sinnine brothere Th

32

3 n, -
SPoLleTe”*  Using

is iz cdone on ths basls of a love for that

the picture of a physician's care for a sick paraon,

“uther shiows whet Chrigilan amonition 18 to ba.

Look what 3 faithful ohvasician does with a sick childs
‘s doms not yan around among the people and broadeast it; but
* &5 the child and exawines his pulse or anvthing

al=e thet is necessary, not o gratify his pleasurs at the

eozt of the chlld, nor to make fun of ?}m. but with the

rood, honest intention of heloing him,

Luth»r olaced great significance on the universsl priesthcod of
each heliver; that each msn is a priest before God for himgelf and
aleo for his brothers Luther points out to his readers that they

should ronfess their sine 4n secret to their brother Christian. From
this brother Christ’an, they would receive aksolution, an absgolution

f God Hizself spoke it directlyedlt
in emchasizing the rights of the individual Christian, Luther

as valicd gs 4

never forgot the fact that the imdividual Christian 1s always a member
of a group or 2 body of Christians, In this Church, or Christemheit,

32yartin Luther, "The Sermon on tae }Mount,"” Luther's Works
(Saint Louiss Concordla Publishing House, 19565. X1, 223,

33“".6., Pe ,B.

Uxartin Luthor, "The Batylonian Captivity of the Church,”
orks of Martim Iuther (Philadelohia Edition; Philadelohias Muhlenbarg

Press, 1903), 11, 252, U2ie This set herearter referred to as Fhils,

Aty ]
i
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the prayers snd ecod works of all must ssrve to stremgthen and halp
esch individunle3® Ihs individual is naver alones The group bears
the sins and paine of the individuale “rom the group, the individual
receives styen "’:.3'1.3’5

Ore uther laid sreat emhaszls on the values received in the
bora's cuppsr. One of these volues is that the individual there takes
is needs and wesknssses and in return receives the strengthening of
his Calth,

@ need Lo come tomather to snkindle such a falth in one

ansthcr Ly exasple, orsyer, oraize, and thanksgiving, as
I have sal¢ above, and taveuh the cutward seeing and receiving
of the sacrament and testament to move each other to the

inereaze of tois faithe
Thue Chirist, in Lile wanner, shares {is strength with Cuistians. 4s
Christians partake of Christ in this Supper, 8o aslso Unristians pare
tske of one ancthers The entire groun of the spiritual body sunnorts
the tndividual s

AlL of the gifts that God hes given the individual, luther says,
are %o be used for bhe upbuilding of the Christian, These gifis were

not given for the pleasure of that individual, but for the edifying

3kartin buthery "A Brief Explanation of the Ten Commandments,
the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer,” Phila, Ed., II, 373.

36y tin ugher, "The Fourteen of Consolation for such as h’boﬁl"‘
and are Heavy Laden (Tessaradecas Consolatoria), " Phila. Ede, I, 157=66.

3Miartin Lather, "A Treatise on the New Testament, that is, the
HOJ’ Haas," Palla, E‘-ﬂ., I. 319‘200

3BMartin “uther, "A Trestise conceming the Blessed Sacrament of
the Holy and True fody of Christ and concerning the Brotherhoods,"
Ph'!lﬂlﬂ.’ II. 13, 21. 26.
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of many individuals.3? Taose strong in faith are to support, underzird,
and earry the weak in faith, just as the skeleton carries the ﬂ.eah.ho
fienno Simons, n member of the 1sft wing of the Reformation and
A contemnorary of ‘Up, luther's, is very emnhatic in his writings
regarding Christian sdmonition, Hs points up that this sdmonishing
ghoule he done immediately, before the Christian sats, sleeps, or

doen anything elne, The soul of a brother is in grave danzor.u

The lutheran Confessions

The Confesaional Writinge of the Lutheran Church mention the duty
of mutual adw nition among Christian. Christiana are undar an obliza=
ton 5 reprove evil in a sense similar to thet obligation under uhich
Fovernments are placeds, The Christian is not to gossip aboud the
frror of hls brother, but rather hs is to reprove 18,42  In addition
t> speaking of the necensity for the Christian to renrove the evil of
fis brother, The Formula of Concord also urges the Christian to exhort

his brother to a mors diligent practice of good worksU3

39mther, "The Sermon on the Mount,” p. 218,

LOMartin wuther, "Commentary on Pealm 90," nluimy'__'! Works (Saint
Louis® Concordia &) ub]'.tshing House, 1956), xIIi,  an

Yltenmo Simons, "A Kind Admonition of Church Discipline,® %
Complete liritings of Memno Simons (Scottdale, Fenmsylvanial fiera

SE, 9 4 F) -, [

U24artin uther, "The Largs Catechism,” Tr ordiat
Symbolical Books of the Eve Lutheran Church P o e
Fublishing House, 1921), 659.

W3nFormula of Concord," Trislot Co :ﬁm
of the Eve lutieran Church (Saint &Jsl aanco a ng 8

19217, %51,
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Although the public minister usually absolves, the Tractatus
8peaks of th: layman beeoming a pastor of another in a case of emere
sency Bl 1y The Smaleald Articles, the mutual conversation and conso-
Intion betwasn brother Caristians is sooken of as an avemue for the
Gospels It is linked up with tas Word spoken in the publiec preaching,

Bastiam, and the Sacrament of the Altardi®
The Zutheran ChurcheeHissouri Syned

Taroush the vears, the Church has contimued to urge her menmbers
to oractice mutusl Christian adronitions The Lutheran Church--iissourt
Synod of the twentieth centery has also written some articles on the
"ractice of brotherly Chrigtisn admonitions

fgain the asme emphesis is glvens The Christisn, in admonishing
his brother; is to be very flrm and harsh, but, at the same time, the
admonished brother mst realize that all of this is a sign of love
from his brothsre OStern hatred for sin and yet love for the nerson
of the sinner must always be evidenced,’6 The brother must never be
led ©o think that a Chrlstian is being unbrotherly in admonishing him.

o l!‘hPhiIiP Hislanchthon, "Uf the Power and Jur.lsdgt-lon ofcﬁshﬂ“’ﬂs"
Iiolot Concordias The Spsbolical Books of the Eve ran Shurch
(Saint. Loulss Concordla rubilshing House, 1921); 523s

MSiartin Lu 8 |
ther, "The Smaleald Articles,” Triglot Concordlas The
%um’mlw Books of the Ev, lutheran Clurch saTnt Losist Concordla
blishinz House, 1921), I%le
¥64a1ter H, Bouman, "The Practical A-plication of Matthew 18315-18,%
Concordia Theologrical Honthly, XVIII (March 1947), 190.
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Rather, by their armonishment, the Christians "show that we ars cone
cerned about the aniritual welfare of our fellow telievers -"!'7

& wvery stranve otatinction was made in one article in The iutheran
Hitnesse ‘he auihor talls hls readers that only the serious sins are
worthy of Chriastian admonition,

e ars net gpeaking of small defects and sins of wealmess,

wihlell eling even to the hest Christians. The ain must be

:;: '_‘.u"f.*,é serious nature that it excludes from the Kingzdom
It seemg to the writer that this is a very guesti-nable Aistinction to
mkes  The wrdter would think that any gin, vhether done cut of waniness
or eomuilied for sny other reason, would be one that should eall for
Chriattan admonition from a Christian brother,

Yet, even as @ Ciristian reproves the sin of the brother, he
mst be ready aleo to comfort and forgive the brother who is already
nanitente This comfort esm come only from the Oospsl 2ssurance of
the forgiveness of that sin M9

Arnin the very familisr accent on pure motives is evident. Ths

only reason for Christian admonition is that the Christian brother

might he gained, If tiis is not the motive of the admonisher, then

S 1‘7': .ﬂu'Im;?g: lﬁa{;lﬁ;)“ﬂ?;étinn Fellowshin," Concordia Theolosical
LY l’.l_lz ae » @

48 Thesdore Uantenhahn, "Go and Tell Him His Fi -
! : s s 1 s Faults,” Ths lutheran
Hitness, LT (October 25, 1937), 369-70.

49C, A+ W., "Absolution,” The lutheran Witness, XIV (April 7,
1896), 162,
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he had better ssek forelveness for himeli‘.so
In the imoortent task of saving souls from deapailr and destraction,
the Christian must not rely on hls ovn strengthy but he must take
desus with hime Sk In Jesus, class distinctions are forgotten, for in
Him men becoms brotherse>2

-':n the Wew Testamsnt Korvw via the elder shares the simple

:a-'rl':-.h_ of %he ehild; the learned theologlan in the remarkable
mslehts of the humble peasanty the successful tor in the
Vietory of the axperienced Christian in ths pew.

This rellousiin expresses itself in the locel congregation in the
desire o work torether and o vorship together with fellow Chiristians.

surely, Ghen, we camnot tut feel an ardent desire to be in
#ach other s company, to gingy to pray, to rejoice together
over the pr iceless treasures that are ours, to tuilld ourselves
up in our most holv faithy and to work together in the close
Wrmony “or the couse which ie near end dear to our heart.

Le

In one of the articles in the Concordia Thaologicel Monthly, the

MEhor uses three ank nictures to make conerete what 1t mesns to nractice

Cariation edmonition. The first victure is that of mountain climbers
"ied to mach other so that when one falls, the others may uphold him,

Shall we do less Por our brethreni®®% The second picture is that of

? soii-a_-g-m_;:n We Bartels, ®Cain Thy Orother," The iutheran Witness,
ALIY (February 13, 1923), 50.

S1In:a,
5211’11‘1‘11‘,, oDe Citey Do 5%,

53F, L, Haysr, "The Yaw Testament Concept of Fellowship,” Concor=
dia Theslocieal Honthly, XIIII (September 1952), Gl

ol
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"stones of un arch, ctrengthened in sosition by their Jjoint presence
and pressure.t56 In the third picture, Christians sra shown to te rocks
with roush edesn and sharp eornerse "We need much polishing and ehisel'ln
before we 1t o rfectly into the holy temple of the I-ord-"s"

Thls study of tha offictal writings of The ILutheran Churche=iil asouri.
Synod in the twentieth century indicates that thers has been and still
is a deartn of articles on the practice of mutual Christian admonition.
looking ot naterials written by the rast of the Church of this period,
vieh will be considered in the next section of this thasis, a graster

emphasic on the srachice of mutual Christian admonition can be documentad,
The Contsmporary Church

In The Lutheran tuarterly, a nublication of the Evangelical

Latheran Church of the late ninsteenth eentury, several articles
appeared which place great significance on the need for constant and
onpoing Christian aimonitione Any inconsistency in Christian life on
the part o” a Chnristian brother is to arcuss deep concern on the part
of the reat of the Cnrigtians, for the body of believers 1s a holy

urﬁ.cﬂ."‘B Attendance at worship was again mentioned as a useful means

for oracticing Ch»istian admonitions

561?)1‘5.. Pe 550,

57Inid., pe LS6.

584, W. Lilly, "ihat 1s the Duty of the Church Toward her Dsline
quent Membera?® Lutheran Quarterly, VIII (1878), 229-30, 2LOell. ;
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fThe Christion’s/ presence /At church services/, he knows,

@ill chieer his brethren and tend to advance the common

welfsre, as his shsence must discourage dthersﬁnd weaken

the sense of common interest inm sacred things.

Writing a small hook to set forth the nistory and purnoses of the
lutheran Churen for the Enalishespeaking neople of the late nineteenth
eentary, dcueph Siess, a Lutheran clergyman, spoks out firmly on the
recessity of mutual adwonition. He emmhasized the fact that Gospel
absolution mist be ministerially conveyed, However, he sees many
different neople possivly serving as ministers, such as, authors of
inanired or untngrired books, or friends sreaking to other frl.ends.éo

i ever ary cne is %~ obtain Gospel absolution, the word

of thal abaslution must be ministerially conveyed to hice « o .

If he set: 1t through intercourse with some pious friend,

then thst “riend is the minister who speaka it to him,

Not only a need for adwonition, but also doubts should call forth
the sords o comfort and encouragenent from a Ciuristian friend. The
Clureh, individually and collectively, must never treat these doubting

brethren harshly, but lead then and admonish them with words of truth

and with prayer for the Snlrit.éz

Even thouch each Christian has this power and autiority to proncunce
absolution or a penitent brotuer, this power is usually delegated to
one of their group for creater efficiencys The Power of the Keys is

59Charles F. Hay, "Status and Treatment of the NoneUCommuning Adult
Hember," Lutheran Quarterly, iXI (1f91), 558,

60Josech A, Selos Ecclesia I-u%nm (Philadelphiaé Caxton Press
of Sherman and CO., 1869 3 PPe 1064, »

51.Lb1_d'l Pe 1650
62111 dey e 186s
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then eentered in oin public mintster in & greater degree of intensity
than that found in the other individuala.3 As the public minister
sneake the nublic absolation, each Christian iz there speaking the
ehsslution to each brother Cartstian through the appointed pastor.od

Again worehin is brourht out as a very effective means of admonishing
and butlding up the brother Christians in the faithe

[Tae Chureh? mis “pealns, and Rysns, and gpLEl e

SRR CL AT A

sheir devotis - 8

“riting in ths early twentieth century, 5, P, lonz, a pastor of
the Luthersn Church, roints out a need for confession among brother
Christianse e even makes confession to a brother a Mm,ﬁ?ﬂ _rcr
inner seace,

Uod not cnly demands of o sinner that hs confesses his sins
to Gody but he demands that that sin mist bs confessed to
jome nan, aome plags, somewhere, and you never can have peace
ntil you rdo that, -

a

[~

Such conession of sin o a brother makes one stronger and less

apt to fall into ain in the future.ST

John Maud stresses a very imrortant point in speaking of man's

35t the pame time it met be granted that the public minister
has also recefved the Fower of the Keys and his office of ministry
dlrectly from Cod, as well as through the group of Christianse

shlbidog Dhe 157.68' 170=71.

55T11d., pe 1934

66
Se Fo Long, The Way Made Plain (Columbus, Ohios The B, J. Heer
Printing Co,, 19]3)','—0.'&3_- :

67Ibido. e 168.
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relatlon to man in a Christian brother relationship. He points out
that od user man to pour out His lowe and power to other men.
"ad's way out to men is always through :r.an-“ss
In the yesr afber the formation of the World Council of Churches,
“Fdney Cave noints away from these great united movements to the
individual ard nis responsibility for Fulfilling the Christian tasi,

The official ministry cannot handle the jobe It is the work of all

to 811,57 Thus as pen face the problems of the modern world, "we

By do se not in isslation but in assoclation with those who have
exrarienesd Zod's nercy and are seeking to do His will."T® The indi-
vidual must b in association to pet strencth from and to give strength
% hls Christian brothers,

“rlting in the same year, Richsrd Caemmerer strives to show

WaLwIn
Caristians that they can operate and grow only as they live and work \
in a close relationship with one another in a Chriatian fellowship
iteelf in love, Thie love is not just a pious sentiment,

that show

Sub an active searching for waye o build up tiae brother in his faith.

1]

Ihis ean be accomplisied in worehip or outaide 1%, but it mst be

aceomnlished for this i "the Church at work to ftselfe® /X What is

neant by Christian fellowship?

68 ' '
~ John P, Haud, Life in Fsllowshio (New Yorks The Maclillan Co.,
192!1)' De 7?.,

égsni‘dney Cave, The Christisn Way (New Yorks Fhilosophical Idbrary,
Ine'l 19'19); PPe 272:-57 »
T01big,, p, 2634

71
Richard R, Casumerer Church in the World (Saint Loulss
.1% s DD 7y T2e]

Concordia Publishirr House,
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¥We mean that Christ, the Head of and the Life in each of
[Ene Christiang/, makes a differsnce in their mutual rela-
the Tove an meseaces Tha #iixatay ot bk staryloR I
and neagoze, i 5 Y
The Swime tieologian, Emil Brunner, accents the nead for faith in
the strengthening of the brother Christian in the Cimarch, This faith,
made poosihle throuph the Word of Gody is tha act of siaring in the
process of restoration of a brother to the divine fellwsh‘lp.73
Tate Faith rust manifest itself 4n love and service to the Christian
brethere “The communic must become the communicatio ommium _‘l?g_ng!_‘_u_g."?h
"God purmone us to serve Hin and therefore to serve His worlde « o o
Thers 42 no individual Christian ethice o » « OGod's command places us
in relation to our neichbour, not o ours.alvea."'ls
Uns of the Poremost theolorians of the Swedish Church, Gugtaf
Aulen, ewphasizes the importsnce of worship and the lord's Supner as
2 strengtiening agent in the life and fellowship of the brotherse. In

thece the Christian ree#ives strength for a new and richer fallowship

with his brother.

The inmost character of the activity of the church is ree
vealed in iuther's statement that the Christian is to be
"a Cahrist for the nsipghbore" In other words, that the
neighbor through /[Christi 357 apprehends scmething of the
blessinee of divine love,

72_11"&2'., PDe fle2,

Drmi1 Brunner, The Divine Impsrative (Philadelpniad The Weste
minster Press, 19L7J), p. 302,

Thipide, vpe 233, 53h=35
T5Tvide, pe 179,

T8Gustaf Aulen, The Faith of the Christian Chureh (Philadelnhias
The Hyhlenberg Press, 194FJ, Pne 357-120, CLxplanation of the pharase

"Chrlet for the nelgibor® ne 370.
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Having experienced in a very unigue and real sense what it means
o live 3 iife in crmmunity, Dietrich Bonhoaffer, a Jerman pastor
nd modarnedsy Chrletisn martyr, skares his feelings of the value and
Resning of the 1ife in fellowship. In Christ, Pastor Bonho=ffer says,
and in Sim aloue, can the Christian have access to his Christian
brothers “he fallowship exists only becauses thers iz a connection

for aach of the brothars to Christe

[ 2 ] ritual J.a*.rg] will find full fellowship with the Christian
b3 Yeher in the Shrist who alone binds us togethere Thus

the eririéual love will sneak to Chrﬁt about a brother

mars than to a brother about Christ.

Tals sevbership with othera in the Pody of Christ is a very

necessary thing, for "it is the unity of the whole Church which makes

2ach menber what he 1s and the fellowshin waat 1% 'l.s.“?e Ihis fellou=

firment of gomeone'sz imagination, but & very real thing

3
w1

shin e net
in whieh Caristlans parbicipate. “s Christians participate in this
Pellowship, they are serving the whole body, either to its welfare

or to its f’.'-::i:-ruc'hion.?? This makes esch Christian resnonsible for

the zins of nis brothere

Ve may suffar the sins of our brother; we do not need to
ludpee Thim 48 a mercy for the Christiang for when does
8'n evaer cccur in the comrunity that he must not examine
an< blame himself for his owr unfaithfulness in prayer and
interceasion, his lack of brotherly service, of fraternal
reproof and encouragement, indesd, for his own personal

Lo

Tpietrich Bonhoeffer, Mfe 'ar_a_gu_%;r (New Yorks llarper and
Brothers, Fublishers, 195k}, Dpe 21, 30=9s

mﬁietr!.ch Bonhoeffer, The Cogt of Liscipleship (New York? The
HacKillan Company, 1957J, pe 187s

"980nhoerfer, 14fe Together, npe 30, £9,
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aln and aniriteal laxity, by which he has gm injury to
finsel”, the Cellowshin, and the brethren? O

SomhoefTer pletures for his readers the varlous areas and means
Biven the Christian 'for thls witness to the brother to bulld him up
in his holy falth, This is done as a Carlstfan speaks Ood’s will ¢o
his brotier, uiether 1t be the judging Word of God or the sweot word
6f salvailons In both the Christian is serving his brother. "lothing
Can be more cruel than the tenderness that consigns another to sin,
fothing can bs rore compassionate than the severs rebuke that calls
a brother baek from the nath of 1.11."81
As the Christian witnesses to a brother, he must recognize the
- #ifference betueen the strong and the weak faithe To both he mst
show rreat patience, “s he soaaks to the brothers and bears them, he
is alec assured that bhey ore bearing bim. In this he finds strength
to go one"?
Pastor Jonhoeffer becomes very specific in giving various avenues | :
for the Christian brother to become an aid to another brothere First, .
one Chrigilsn trother is to ldaten to anothers’d Prayer together and

sinzing together in worship and outside of worship are alss valuable

alds o witnegsing to the brothers 'l The highest type of f=llowehip,

fOmid., pos 102-3.
Mlivid,, ppe 23, 1057,
82Ln1d,, ppe 100=3.
83_{_111:_:;1_.. Pes 976

lizpaa,, pp. G1=2e
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with its accompanying strengthening of the brothsr, is found in .thn
Lord’s Suposr 1taslfe’?

Brotherhood is very important for tha Christian, Fonhoeffsr
writese The sinning brother imoresses the fact upon the Christian
that neither of them ecan live without the other. In this brother the
Christian finds God, and in this brother the Christian meets the
whole conzresation. Confession of sins to an indivicual is confession
of =ins & the whols congregation and to Gods For as the brother
speaks forgiveness to the sinning brother, then, and only then, can
the Christian be sure of God's forgivenesse Only befors the brother,
then, can a Christian dars to be 2 sinner, because only in the brother
can the Christian ind God's merey in (:hr-ls't..e6 'wIn the presence of a
psvehlatrist 1 can only be a sick man; in the presence of a Christian
brother I dars % be a sinner.™7

Dean Yilke of the Episcopal persuasion presents the idea of mutual
ardmonition under the picture of the Kingdom of Gode The psrsons
united in this Kingdom have united their lives and talents in such a

way that a maximum yelationship between them exists for the strengthene

i“?; of Gﬂﬂh.FB

‘n";xbidg. Ne 12?.
SGIbifl-' Dle ’.8. 92«3, 111, 113, 116=7,
ETIbide, ppe 118-19.

88y
ames A, Pike, Doing the Truths 4 Snmm;* of Ghrlit.g_an Ethic
(Garden City, New !o:'-kl Doubleday and Company, ince, 19507, ppe 37=fe
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Writing f2r the Moody Pregs, Godfrsy Robinson.speaks for the
necensi iy for a sharing relationshin among Christian peoplzs They
are to share Christe They ars to share thelr probleus to receive
strencth from the brothere They ars to share their Christian exnerience.”?
fokinsen Crusos Christians, howaver, are just mot possiblej
for Christlan fallowshlp 4% not an optional extra, bt is

an esaential part of the Christian 1ife. To he a stian
is o shwr= the common 1ife of the Eody of Christ.

Godfrey Co fobineon rnd itephen Fe Winward, The days & ?’ract.‘!ca
Snide Lo the Christian 4ife (Chicago’ “oody Press, 1957), PDs 43, 5320’;.
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CHAPTER IV
PRACTICAL THPLICATIONS

In ordar 4o ceh the most value from a study of Serinture and
history such as this; 1t would seem lozical that the practical implie
eations be drawn for the Clureh of todaye Only then ecan history and
Serinture become pelevent for Christisns of a later time, such as
the procent,

Pirsty, thore seems to be a definite nsed for a more dlligent
Practice of Lrotherly admonition among Christians todaye 4s Chrilstians
learn %5 adm nish Sheir brother, they mist alsc be as ready to accent
Hie ndmonifion. Senning this need for a more diligent practice of
brotherly admonltion, Co Sugust Hardt writes in the Congordia Theologie
cal “ontinlv,

Wonld %o Cod that brotherly admonition were practiced much

mores diligently in the Chureh then it is and that all we

as ready 4o accept reproof as they are to administer it.

Second, all Christians must realize that the practice of Caristian
admonition is the concern of all, not of ths pastor alonee Christ

has plainly assigned to each Christian the duty to watch over and

atrenzthen his brother Ghristim.z

iz, Aumust Harat, "Christian Fellowship,®™ Ccneordia The-lozical
Honthly, XvI (July 1545), LS5=S6e funs R S= T

_ 2Theodore Dautenhahn, "0o and Tell Him His Fault," The Lutheran
#itness, LI (October 25, 1932), 369.
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It i3 mot the Institution of official inquiry, not the s
seviing in operation of diseiplinary enginery that is
first neaded, hut the quick, warm protest of personal
concern, s

The official wblic discivlinary action in a Crureh 1s often under-
taken much more readily than tie daily, private Christian admonitione
The latter 4u o be encouraged b

Third, Chrisitian neople have an obligation to all the menbers v
of the Chureh to murture and strengthen tham, but egpecially is thls A
true in resurd o the nevly confirmed memberse 2Ihis sort of thing
tan be accomnlished through example; as well as by wordse The kind
of example nesessany includes regular attendance at worship end the —
lord's sup, wyy daily Bible study and praver, consecrated giving, and
an eagemmesz to work in the C!urch.s in this way, the members of the
Chureh by their example can give a powerful witness to their fellow
nenbears,

Fourth, Chrigtians should welcome opportunities to get together

¥ith their fellow Christlanse 4ny such gathering can and should

. Joimrles I, Hay, "Status and Treatment of the Hon-Communing Adult
Hember," Lutheran sarterly, X(I (1891), 571,

hTh--.- writer realizes that, in nost cases, the officlal disciplinary
action is undertaken very reluctantly, if at all, However, at the
sane time, ho thinks that there is an even greater reluctarce to
practice orivate Christian admoniticmes If any action 1s taken in a

given situation, it is ususlly an official action, rather than a
private matisr o one Christian admonishing anothers

5pavid A, Davy, "The Church's Ubligation to the Newly Confirmed,®
The Luthoran Witness, KAXIV (Jamuary 12, 1915), 83.
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Fesult in a muinal edificatione "In Hebraws 10125 ::m Suvayay 3" is
more than juot worshipe 4% iz any gathering for matual edificlu.an.“é
“n Lhe precent ave, there is a stress on companionship in esvery area
of 1ifes The Church can well utilize this desire on the part of its
ierbers 4o ot towebhere These gatherings can bacome oprortanities
for mtuel uverirdines It mist be granted that not all such gatherings
of Uhrintiang serve the pirpose of edifications Howsver, any tiue
Chrfatians pet tocether, 4n swll grouns or large, there can and
should be muech edification,
ifth, 1t would seem that the pastors of the Church today are

wing o hove bo tale dhe lead in helping their members to see thelr
dubr 1n the area of mutual Christlan admonitions By education, by
exambley Ly providing opoortunity for this t7pe of Christian adronition
“ be oracticed, the pastor ezn ds much in helping his mexbers o
nelp ene ancther o a more vital faithe

Sixth, part of the education program of the Church in helping
its members %o grow in the practice of Christian admonition might be
2 discussion of the qualities neaded for living with other Christians
'n clese fallowships Some of thes: qualities ared 1, loyalty (mo
roseininzl), 2. candor (speaking the truth in love); 3¢ responsibility
(no parasites in the 3ody of Christ)y he coesperation (lenrning %o

give ini, 5, patience and forzivenass ("The Chureh is not a fellowship

Oiiardt, one eltes De 150
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of perfectad sainta, but of forgiven simners."), 6., humor (able to
laugh with others and at one's nelﬂ."
As the writer sees it, these ars some of the implications for
the Shurcis todyy of a study of the Serlptural and historical writings

on the nractics of Christian admonitione

Taoarrey C Fobinson and Stenhen Fe Winward Thc#“ ‘2 ‘?ﬁﬁ%
= oo ey % ) g = ] -
Qulde t- tiy Coriatian Life (Ciicagod oody Press, 1957); one GHeDs




CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIUNS

Havine eonsidered soe of the writings of the Christian Clureh
through the ares and the words of Seriptura on the practice of Christian

admonition, 1t 1s well thut on= Araw eonclusions on the basis of

1t 15 readily anparent thit mubtusl Christian acdmonition is a

- i 2500 8

Bibileal eoneente ¥his wractice of Christian adnonition 1s repsatedly
strassed in the Serintuves, The Serlntures rolate Chrlstian admonie
tlon to the universal grace and love of God in Chwrlst and 2o the

need for sutual umhuilding of psonle in the fellowship of the Churche

b eross esction of these vassagos has bean discussed in the second

cliapter of this thesls.

“ince Srpinturs sneaks of the nractice of Christian admonition
a8 an integral part of God's.plan of bringing His grace in Christ to
Beonle Tor bLhe upbuilding of their faith, this practice becomes a
valid part of the Christian 1ife. Through the centuries, men of the
Chureh have taken this Scriptural emrhasis and presented it to their
Peonle as a nacessary aspect of the Christian 1ife.

The practice of sutual Christian admonition redounds to the
eternal welfure of nsonles Henos, this practice becomes important
in the 11fe of sach Christians *t 1s a basic part of the Christiam

Ures It ghiould, therefore, be practiced by all who bear the name

Chri stlan,
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Judring from materlals read in prsparation for this paper, it
would sesm that Christian admonition among Christian brothers poasibly
has nob been emchasized in the past as much as it ghonld have been,
The aceent in the writings of the Church Fathers seems to shift prae
dually fror speaking of lay admonition and forgiveness to an emphasis
on the clerpy alone granting forgivenesse ZThiz becomes apparent the
farther cne moves from the Ancsiolic Age and the closer one comes to

e stricter hisrarchye This trend becomes somewhat more evident ahout

or

the time of Eugeblus (Born abont 260 4, D).

The em~hagis in the officisl writings of The Lutheran Churche--
Mirsouri Symod likewlse seema to lean away from ongoing brotherly
“sristian adnonitions They seem to place more emphasis on the work )
of the Church Council and the pastors (uoting from the ‘M

Zutheron, The Lutheran Witnesg recognises this lack in the 1ife of

thedr ehurche "Uno of ‘the great wealnesses of our modern church life
15 the fallure to practice brotherly admonition.":

in the writings of the past in the Church, it is evident that
hoer leaders tended to ba ona-s*.de_d in regard to the practice of
Christian admonition. Writing a'out Christian admonition, these
uriters reveal an emphasis on the rega:lntng or wlding in a gtatus guo
pesition, wather than emphasizing, in addition, th:t Christian brothers
are to build up one another in their faithe

Happily, there seems to b2 a reneved importance attachad to the

onmoiny mtual Christian admonitisn. Shis bacomes most apparant in

1 £ -
Te Po Fop “Private Admonition," The Lutheran Witnees, IXV
(ugust 13, 1546), 65. s 2ie Lutheran Witnees,
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rzading the materials written in the second half of the tuentieth
eonturye Lt seems to the writer that this 1s'a very weleoms chanze
end a very necessary one, eince the Church, through such renewed
emnlmale on mutual Christien admonition, can sxperience a nesw vigor
and 1ife, 1f the Church sver nesded to be strong, it is in these days
of the twentiath centurye One of the most effective ways of becoming
and remaining a etrong Church with a united witness to the world is
a2 eontimied practicing of Christian admonition among all brother

Christians for the upbullding of the faith of each.
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