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Th- a :Jt-J.~ .f'u::a""th r " ddroos s tho Chr t.et.iana in !'heaaalold,oa (l _:r:rk 
'fh11ssalonl:.•n , 5: JJ1) .11 •1ibw 1'! exu:,rt you, ~othren, wam them t.bat an 

unrul!• 1 cont•:,rt t h. "'ooble-mtnded, 3U~ .:>rt the 'lft!ak• be patient toward 

nll me 1. '' Th ur eek wor d bero translated aa •tcebl')Minded" v~uld 

,;o::•~ r n· •,;.rJ..v 'bo .. . t1cl!l :rad ,,t t h th? ·,;ord 11fa! nt!warted• or "diac:>Uraeed.1119 

T! nroocr c;ob:isis f.'o:r t hio nassage th9n co111c,s to l:lflht, namely·• 

au "OOrt- f'O!.'" tho!=<: wi 10 cu•- discoul'alJed or 1-reak t.n their hi.the 

Bl)t, . �~� Exo:isi t cr 1s �~� Testlir.,,nt20 and I!!! Inte-rmttanal 

Cr. t · col Com:, ntary21 take t le above paSBQfJe to r.rer t o tb-, rank and 

f· 1 ,, m r s of t ho Churcll. ffence, the responai'btltfl, fo!" encoura[ling 

t h ,~ 3c·,:,r nee:1 a d builrt!.rz up tba ~•k in faitll devolves upon every 

Chr st'i • A .Lu~ ;qr ur 'l..te,1 

'iicr t-.Jrr. il'tlsaly w llo us to "encouraae the t Gtnthsarted11 

( I Th ss.ilonians $ell,) an t.hat •a df.DJl.v' blmtag wick shDuld 
ni:, t ,.. quenc·1 ; " (Isaiah !s213) but r atMr nurt111•ed. • • • 
T er ore the Soi.r:! t remlllda .and ath:on'l9bea ua ew17Wbont 
t il 'Ii C .r·: Gt iam have auth12rlzution f'ro111 Ood �H�i �f�i�t �o % �l�t� to teaob 
an r.•: ol ei one oaoth'!l'e2~ 

Thi !: "''l 1tOD shine ot brother Cbrl~t1.an11 can and should certainly 

o d n w·. ni,v(llr .nd wrl'Jr11ver it 18 needad b., •~one, However, in 

l 9. i ll1 m !i'. m dt. :and Fa ~fUbur 01Dgl'lob, A Ora•k-BrlfAlah J,s:lcon 
�~� the .!!! Testnmont ,!!!! .Q.lM.r. lam '-'1,,W J4tirifiri ht.cagoa 
"bo Tnt ·iersi tu of CMcat;:o7'iiis~ , P• • 

20Jan,s Moffatt, "The ftnt and Second Eplatlea to the Theastd.on.tana,• 
�~� Exppaifer'1 il'e'fi'''"""t (Onad RaptdBI w.. a. Bel"dllana Publildl\111 
'-iOlfPA117, n.d.), v, • 

21pr-me, !2• cit,, P• 196, 

22Iutaer, 22• ~•• P• 111, 



adrl1 tion t t 11 s -. m:,ni sht . P. tn th., da:lly tnterc011ne of peoole, 

Scr· nt u1>t!- s t.,rtM:s t hot i t. cgn be eftectiw.>ly accompltabed in the cor- ·1.. 

r.ior t ilt wor .!iirt "!-r vlco. In fact, tlmt 1.n one of the ftl8DOIIS Vb7 

Clu-i s t t ; ns snou.ld cor.10 tngoth111r to wonhlp trequent]3, • l'aul vrl. tea 

ot ·t.his t r., ·t;· . .,1c;;aslaru1 (31U:-17)1 

!at th!! :·!Or d of Christ ct,:ell 1n you rlcbJ.¥ in ~11 wiadomJ 
t ~ u:il:i. e an,., atimon snins one another in '!)aallla and l?;•a 
n · so 1"1 tu.Al sonRs, singing vtth ttnc• in your b,arta 

to t hr: Lo~d. incl whatsoever 19 do in word or deed, do all 
i , t h n me of t he Lor~ Je1911a, gi•lng thanks to God 

nd thg ""ther 'by Hime 

As Oh • st1.al's i ng and A'leak tn church wrsh1p oel"Vices, they are 

i 1lmo1~i Mnr 1r ~dU"yinft the Chr.lathn brother. !bis same thtng 

h · - " · wu n t h.il P:lotor s r..ealoo, ror h• ie apeatdnlJ in th .. na111e ot and 

n t J -,1:ic ;., or t his Chr tat . ans 1.n the p••w • 'lbe s ervices of worship 

r, n <'t .. ec., ·.w rr.e:Jr.t.1 f or eco~plinhfng this var.v 1111ae,n917 . 

. 
'I''h1;- nt'l. CJ ~o '!.n Coloss1ana (3116-17) nc,od not refer exclu&i.Tely to 

t ,.. ublie ,1orr.hip. lbw ver, vorsblp semcea are certa1.ul¥ 111cludod.23 

Th emnh:iela is on m king the 6inging of eve-27 kind of s tr!.wal sona 

11Q v n e l c of r •11s;1.ous instruction and ac!m:,nitton."211 Tb.is can be 

RCCO?l\!)lished w1. thin or 011t1ide tba vonbip ••rric:e. 
Th~ uli, t r t ~ the Heb1"¥!118 strooea ti:d.s same not.e of ad"l0al tion 

takine pl.nee 1n the worablp •ttt.ng. Yet, at the.-.. time be adda • 

23Abhott, .2n• d~., P• 29ie 

2kA. s • .Pt,aJce, •Tiie Epistle to t.he Coloaatana,• 'l'.M.. ~pit.or•• 
Greek Ter.tamont (Or:md Rapt.dot•• B. S.l't.flrma Pub1talili£~cm,,aqr1 
n.d.), lII, 5Li. 
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new note t · at !>l aces ur«eney on the mtter ot the p:nactt.ce ot Cbrtett.an 

adnmni. tion. ( .ebrem1 101?11-2$) 

i',rid l ""t ·us conot er 011e nnotber to provoke unto lo,..c, and 
to ood uorca a n:,t rorualdnu t h.~ a11n,.mhltnn or ouroelves 
t o5teth~1·J1 as t llr. manner or sOJlle t.a1 but exhort1ny, one another• 
on o r.11c:h t.n• :.10rt1, oo ":JO see th., day a;,oroacbin;te 

Cttry:10 t nm cur,,-... rit.s on this• 

For th;;. t d,1~ c.lr:'!th so en ,i thi!!!t in tbe n16)1t. Knmdng tbls., 
l et w~vas exncrt their husbands• ond hu.sbandr., a~moriish their 
.._., '" s ; l t u t'!neh youths and naidens, 11nd all tnstruct 
011e .inc,tw•r , t :, cam not. ror oresent th1nRB, but to desire 
th~ ,o , , ch are to OCM1 thllt. ue ~ be able also to obtain 
t h . 2:.1 

Ir1 o ler t,-, cnr ey- out the apostle 1r., command lv. 21.ia), Christiana 

sh-,ul r" not n~'\'.. ct such c:;i t lwrl np tor worabtp and ~ncoura~ent., 

c all • t1 th" se l.lst t.18y·s • 26 Cbrlst'lons al'!! t o ~nc~urar,e onf! 

n oth r tu yt:'\C ice th:dr Ch1tatt(_:n lovtt. "Since th1.s ia onq possible 

ub••n co 'l'!nn ··o:ro ip an<' fellows hi.o ar-:: 11'.alnta:lned, the writer wama 

t ho,n ~:llnGt f"ollowlnr: the e:x'.IM?>l e o.t" nbandonlntr auch ptherings.•27 

Tb u:rp ncy or t h!s blll3ines:1 or practicing Ctu-t,-tian adln'71ltion 

b • om of' m1 ,,se istolo1.e1cal e111nhasts. The note ia alva,yn one of 

2SJoim Ch:y::iootom, 11Th, J~llies or st. JoJm Cm,,aost;Ja on the 
.Gos-,el o · St. John,• A ~"'lect ldbrar:v or Nicene and Po~t-llffene Fat™'ff 
~ th.? Chr nt ion Ci"41reh (f.'irst SeriesJ '"'lw fork'•-s'e d .rte an Lltem N 
~~m~. 1Rr.o), kfv, 172. 

26-.?.,u-euo ~ ds• "The E~otle t;;) t:ia llel'lrevs,• The Exnosf tor's 
Oreak Testament (Grand naoids1 Wl!I. 3. !erdmans j'ublli, 1nF: Compa'V'• 
n.d.)• i v. )l17. · 

27JarMs '\,ffatt, •A Critical and Exegetical CD:r.. nntar., on 'tbe 
lTJistle t;::,, the llebrewe,11 lCO (Nev York• Cbar1"s Scrtbner•• Dons, 19~1&), 
l!X.U, lh6. -



17 

t1m runnin. out. Let Chriat.1.ans be about thtt 'business or building 

up brother C!nr ntians. 



CHAPl'ER m 

THF. rJITNESS. OF THE CIIU'RCH 

The Chu.rch Fathers 

,\s t hrJ Chr 1.st1an gladq hears the wi tneaa or the ScrJ.otures• so 

1s he al so r eady to heed the example and witness of the saints who 

have gone be fore . In the y.,re,'1ous chapter, varloua words of Scripture: 

regar ding t he practice ot Christian admonition vere adduced. The 

1d. tneo3 or the church or hi stor., and of t:>da;v muat nav be beard. 

Fror,, t hP. Vr!ry beginning, men ot the Church have been concemed 

about a brother admon1.sh1.ng and prq1ng tor bi.a Christian brother. 

Asa,in nd a .~ i n the early Church fathers •lll!Jhasise this in their 

wr1 t i n s . Clem nt, Bishon of Rome 1.n the late first century, encourage■ 

1111tual Chr i.stian admonlti~n in hf.a epistle to the people ot Corinth. 

Ht! t ells h-1.s r ~aders t mt through this !cind ot nutual actnonl tion the 

whol e group of Christ ians ti, united to the will or Ood. 1 

In l hO A. D. The Pastor of Herma speaks ot tb.• early Cbrlatiana ------
prayi.ns for their brother's apiri.tual veltare. Tbe author aoecitically 

states that the paor ewn prqed tor tm 111tltare of their rlch Cbriatiu 

b:rothers.2 Thia indic.;ites that there shoultl be ao class distinction 

lclerae-nt. "The ft.rat lpj.stle ot Claent to ta Corinthian■•• 
~ Ante-Nicene Fathon (lev York• Charles 8crib11er111 Som, l.899)• .u., M,s-li6. 

2°Pastor ot lleniaa,• !bl Ante-lieeM Fatbaz:a (Rev York• Cbarlea 
Scribner'• Sons, 1899), n, 32. 
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in t ite 'D~tctice of Cbr.lnttan admnition. 

'lh-, l l t.ur•>j,oal omulae :mcorded in !!II. ConRt.ituttona cit !!IL 
Ho1v "o:,nt,let' haVP. smer:tl tnst1nces ot prGYer being trade for tM 

bretnrqn. '1'i:lose tfl'1t1.nsa c::>ntain orayers f'or th9 ne11}¥ enltglltened 

br 0t ren t. at t; :; mi9'bt l'ft stn,netb9nad :In 1"ai th and nlco f'or the 

ol ' r C~·~ ti n9 th.-Jt the. 1111 ~ht be kept in the f'td th.l 

ti;r; t , n~ S.n o et;:ill-~r voin in tM! early third century, o,,or1an 

e>tilorts his rearters to pn.ty for the bretbron. i-Jrttf.nq t0 the ?Jecultar 

si. t uat'l.on of t bgt tJ.me1 h~ ennecioUy nstcs h1a re•den to '!')l'rlY tor 

t •t la ~,~ • dauever1 he irtoludes also tho::te who ba'V8 net fallen avay­

i; t t " 1 p;ilt e otren2thened.h Oy r,rlnl"I is very s"Peci fie in st,at.1na 

rie· t . a~ p ,ormltti-cl to rnr,.-lve o1.ns. •~'benee we perceive 

t . t o ~ t ll'!Y r. i-iO :ire net over the Church ond es~bllahitd 1.n the 

nc i n the ordinance ot tJ1e lord• ore 111lowed • • • to 

P,iv" r 6 "' • on of s nu. 11$ At one point, O.,~rlan goes so tar oa 

to r-t:lto th;;1t t he pomsr to remt. aina ls reserved tor the biabop who 

st ~nd in t ie ~D~stolic succestdon.6 

In t he t ht r r) c~ntury the ems,ha~1.s riegaf'dlng vho ts to ad?lsonish 

3 11Co.10 t.i tutions of t · e ffol.1' A:,ostles -t" ~ -'RtRaN!cene Fa t.hH'9 
( ·1~: - orka Cha "les Scrlbn"!!r1a Sons, 1~961, ffl, P~-P • 

4c:,- r Rn, 11l'be F.!Jtst.les or Cyprt.an," !!!!. Ant .... llt9ene J'atben 
( New Yor : Th"' Cnri !'tian Literature Oompal'\Y', 1896), , ~l.O. 

Sib1d,, P• 3r1. 

6Ib1de, De ,3C>he 
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and o~ve s·i.ns seama t o be s lif'ting. Orl.nen, wr!.ti.ng in th tint 

h 1., nr t l f" thi.r rl c,.ntury, shirtn thl:, o'bli~tlon trom. the prieata 

11nd , ·lsh:> !I 11lom, ~ l nclude also the- lay people. Be ntate11 th11t 

any Chrlt:t,•.a wh PNCeeds according t o the tl1ree ata~ s ot adlllon1.t1on 

of' ~~ t,thP.W ei .ht een h•as t h :rti,lim ta retatn tM s i n.9 of those who 

do 11ot h"iecl th 3 ad,mnition. Hts accent 1n the context, however, 1a 

011 th., ·,c -:-. t,· at t!lo riatn concem or Cbrlett.ans la to l(Bin and kei'9p 

t he brotb'!.'r t 11rou h nueb 11('.mon1.sh!n~~• 7 

,,r,e:.kin , ns s re,-,resentatha ot tbe Eastem Cbureb of the lst.e 

rourt11 e nt.u1-y, Chl')rsmitom hos 1111.1ch ta SlliY in his ae:a,r_.ons to his 

oplc -,., ,tar( in? t heir ti'uty t., adl".ontob one another. He ~lla his 

110 -r=· not "o sr,N1d too m.ch time coni,iderinr, tbeir mm c-:>ndt tion 

o.. nr: ~,.t ~~ e r.r om s-1.n. Rather they ore t o be able to gt.vi! God 

t atn or t h~'l r friends wn:>m th-,,,y h!lve corrected.a Tbia Patrfarcb or 

Consi:nntinople soeaks ot t he ohlj ~stion to J)l'llctlce CJutt.s tlan ad­

rnun· tion 11 the home . ile =ttlvises his bearers to make the ,:ractlce 

of' Cnrt.r.;tion at.J,.r,w.ni t 1on a re~lar practice ln the r:11111.)1' clrcle also.9 

Zn ortler t hut hie r,eo:,le mgbt know exac~ bow to lffllct1.ce 

Cb_r tst ian ;1dmonU,1on, Chr;vsoato111 speaks Y~l7 epc,c1r lcallJ' aho11t a 

?or-lf!en, 17Comzneintar., on the Gospel ot Matthev,a The Ante-Nicene 
Fat:2,..rs (r~ew York• Charles Scribner•a Sona, 11399), 11;-t'93-9L. 

B.ra Ch17sos~, nTm Bolllliee on tba ~tuea to t.be l'eople ot 
Antioch," ! Select +1pjtn: s!, !!a~•• and P31!:Nic9! Fpth!tf! s,t 
the Chri!3'f:.i.an Cl-.arch:ret Serl.eel evtork'barlesl'i.bnere 
Sons, M>» Ii-. L#ii. Bereaft.er Ible aet will be nfel"ftd to a a .!!!!• 

9ll,:tde -
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Jloat •,hou tJ e;1 to corl'80t a brothor? Wee;pJ 1,,rq unto OodJ 
·~ d.ng. M.m ar~1't, ac.imon:leh, OOW18$l1 outroa.t hfml • . • • Shau 
-c.tw e .a1. ·l:ty to~:BI."Clo the atnner . l'ersu.ac:le hm that it is 
.t~ cam n:i auxi.oty t or his ·troli'er~, and uot rrom a wish 
to l ~1.x:>s. . M 'J• t:1at t llon pst test bba :ln mt.nd at Ids sin. IO 

Ciir.,so3t013 a!lo:-Ja his e<>:llo ,,oot a s~.ous r.1Gttor is the neooaatty for 

adr~r;n·1s ·• • th., broth.or. ife .further drlves hDJ118 this point by- ahc7'41.n& 

110,1 Sffr.:iouo o ...-i.Dt'i.iar it 1.s not to robuko the brot.her uhon such o rabu!m 

is c,:l lcd .t'cl'"• :·o ·~ells his people that ui1er1 tbay do not admonish 

tboy U! '.'.! hurt, n::; ·~hti'?&rolvo3 or.cl their brotber also. 11Soest thou that 

ta n,,t l'\-'OU, ·1~! •~hoae t hat sin 1s a dama,,=, bo~b to tbll mater and 

t ho .. 01. io?'~u 

ii ucivot·., .,; 1i.dm0l1:i.ubing wat r.ot be dona just anaa and tbeD 

01 •ot' .u . ' rat1uontl,y' 1n his writ.i 'Os, C!U""JBOStcm tel18 Ida l"C8dera 

t:!.!t ·~ • , · dmnis ,1r--3 r.mat bo ropeated until the brotbor baa baen 

:.X?rS'ilc.u~• t.i1 t he :mast r~2n from I.dB a,innins.12 ile .further p,int..u 

out · ~ t adrn.o,,1.1a,1.:in~; a ~ t fJSr in hi8 sin and axhol't;f.nB hSa to l"Of:raiD 

t~ ~ s .• 1 chonl.d be a.a no~ and aseGGy as saying "Helld' or "Oood­

tvo. ·113 1~ ·:ovo 11 . ., C,U)'BCXJtoc adviseo hta ilCOJ'8J."B nob to bG astumad 

to c;:,nti mm t o odmo. isi1 a brothor. "For to bo continua~ raai."ld'\Jlg 

lO:n,tu., P• 3S9. 

ll.John Obry::oatom, n7.'be Ucmfliea or st. Jobn CIJro,III08tm on tba 
Socon(l EpC..ntle ot st. Faul to tba Col'lnthblna,a I1Hf (Pf.nit SeriGDJ 
Hew Yorlc1 Cbarleo Scrtlmr•• Saaa, 1889}1 m, ~ 

12anr;tJoatom, "The Bold.lies on the Statuoo to tbe .ftlople ot 
, ntioch,n PP• S'.&1~2. 

lJ.!!?!!!•1 P• l,2!j. 
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men or t h~ oal'M:l t opics io not the f ault of the speaker, r il-t of the 

benr e1·. ulh C~:eyc-,s to.'11 a ka bin hearers to conaf.der Ood1e deal1.ng11 

td. t h p~ople ancl t hen £011011 Ood1s example. 

Every d~ Ood in addresa1ni, us, and we do not hearJ and J'8t 
He do o not l eave orr spettklng. Do tnou, thenitore, imitate 
t his tendor car e towards thy neigbbour. For tnia reason it ia 
thnt tie an: nla.cod with one anotherJ that we lnhoblt c1.t:les, 
and t.hat we 111oet t.oeether :ln churahea, in order that ve 
may cea, .. om ano~10 r•o burdenG• tbat ve may correct one 
anot her ' e a i.ns.l;:, 

Ab~ve 11, Cnr.ysoatom would have hi s hea~n practice Otui.atlan 

8trll'.'ni tion br-cause or a love tor t.h.e brother.16 Ine '-brlat.ian mst 

bo re.t!:·-li mi.d :,; e t. his love for his brother nuat always ah1.ne throa1h.17 

·s!"'e••.« nl q 1 t h'ls tzue in th9 case ot those vho are AlrM<\, somewhat 

hrok_n in a .; r · 1:. . P'or a lack or lo·"" in such a case llllsht 3uat borden 

t he brot r'o 1ear t.l8 Com.'IMfflting on the "'ord1s words in ftatthw 

l 115., Ci~ rtostom tells hill hearers• 

:\nd rfe saith not, 11Accuse," nor 11Char69 ld.11,• nor DDemnd 
asti.sfo.c t ion, and an account, n wt, 11Toll ld.111 ot id.a 
f aul t ., n sait h Ha. For he ta :ln a kind ot stupor through 
anger and h!lrr.e 1fi th which ha is intoa:icatedJ and thou, who 

lJ:~., De 379. 

lSibi d.; ». h$2. -
l6John Chr.rsoato~, "1'he .riomU:les or st. John CJu7eostam on tbe · 

Ptrst Etrl.atle ot st.. Paul tbe .lr,ostle to the Col'lnthlane1~ R?lf (Pint 
SsriesJ N''"' I ort• Charles Scrimer1■ Sona, ~89), III, 266.-

l?Jobn Chrysostom, •A Coaentar., on the Acta qt the A~stle!i" 
1lPR (l'irat SerieaJ In fort• Tblt Cmi.ettan Literature CJc,mpaqr• 1~9)• XI, 
W-100. 

18Jobn Chrysoatolll• "1'be Bmdlt.es ot SI. JoJD Obr.,soatoaa on tba 
Boistle to the Hebren,• II.Pl (.r1,-n,t, SerieaJ 1few Torlc1 fbe CJu.lstlan 
Literntu~ C'-omo.1n;r, lf'90);Yri', J96. 
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art in health, 1nust go tie' wa:y to bim that 1.s ill, and ulat 
t he tribunal prlv1te, nnd tm remec\v such as rnrq' be rea~ 
receiverJ .19 

Chrysostom of ten impresses 1. t upon Ma h!!'arsn that. ench one 

neacla t he other. God 111.ade people 1n sucb a IR!I' that the:, need one 

another t o sUDl>l y t hose thines lacJdn~ in tbelllUelves.20 Tims when 

om •1r. 10n i hes a brother, the brother should re:alt.sse that such ad.-iioni­

tion i s t o he l'f!ci0rocated ·hen sucb need arl.oea.21 

Ctieyaostom m qcsests a un1.QUe arrangement vhf.eh he vinhea his 

h rera t o er.ipl oy. 1'o ocfvisea them to set U'P psrtnersbipa tor this 

lnnsr;:uch as ue are oi wreelvea too listless, let us uke 
r,.~rtn,.r~htps 'Hi th each other, and ple<.lge oqrselwe to con­
tri. hlt e c.:iunsd, and admonl tlon, and eEhortation, and Nbuka 
an r .. i.ntscenco, nnd threateninfJJ in order that fnm the 

f 11 07«fnc or each we ""7 all be &!llftnded.22 

Thn,u h nll or this, Chrysostom stresses tor his hearers that 

the l ayman CRn and should pnctice Cbrl.st.ian adnonition. In ract.i 

he s:1ys t.hclt tne layman ca" often d:> a more err,,ct.i ve job of it than 

can t he n3nto~ because the layman meets hta rel.law IIDn on• different 

19Jobn Chrysostom, "TM aa.111ea of st. Jolm Cbryeoatoa on the 
Go!:pel o !' J.lat th'!W, n NPN (Fl rat SerieaJ tle-,1 Iork• Charles Scl'1bner1 s 
Sons, lf8P), x, ]72.-

20Jobn Chr.vsoato~ nthe ffomUiea ot St. John Cm-y.oato■ on tbe 
Gospel or St. Johr);,n WPN (Flnt Seri.eaJ Nev 'Xortt• The Cbr!stian Litel"­
ature Compon:,• 1890);Ylv, 67. 

a1c111yaostom, 11Tffl'I "milies ot st. Jobn C1117aoatom on the Epistle 
to the Bebreva," P• ~OS. 

22cbr,yaoatom• "The ifomtltea on the Statues to the P•op].e or 
Antioch•"?• LlP. 
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levd than does th1' oa3tor.23 

Ambr., e • t·ni tin!" to Chrlstians or tbs lnt,, f'ourth centar.r • lqa 

an oblir;a t.ion upon t hem to admonish 3nd reprove evt1tn tbo!lllt brother 

C;.u~sti. nt:: who· }l:l ,e cor.imt. t t-,d "'Drt.:il s1n.21.& Amhrose pictures tl'II'! body 

of believern as a cor."TiUn!.ty of' people red-,em.ng tM brother t'n>m 81.n . 

by t ei.r tear::; of concern. 

And :~ll is i t said 111\irge," for be /.tbe otmer7 is '!>Ul'S'td as 
by r 11?-r ·hain t . 1.n6s done by t.h!:I whole people, and -io vaahed 
in tb~ tea or tho mtaltituda1 and reduraed rro111 sin by tb!l 
~reei:>i n;, or the l!lllltitude1 and 1.s pu~d in th! inner man.25 

Unl c,a -'iMbrom, i s · 'l"E' t;!rr:l n . to thi,. Cburch as a redeeminR com:1JUni1«Y 

i.n thfl s-,1 . e t.h."lt t ile ~turil s 1Dr1i·n "? or brothers 1n t h~ Church is 

n , . nu ro1" th!' Gos. 21, tho 11rit er '-"'Ould have to d\aaf?ree, s:!.nce 

Cbrfat. io t ho on~ r deemer from s i n. 

Au"nlstine• Uis hOYJ of litpno 1.n Afrf.ca t,t' t M early r t.ttb century, 

,r t~s to hi s nr,ople i n ,, ey strong words ~llf.ng tb" r.i hov ~ are 

to rae tice Citri at fon ana3n1.t1.on. He t !,lls t~m that th~ vo1.ce or 

chi n~ e.houl · hr"Jve tones or terror, but at t he sae tble the ""trl t 

of l o.--e 19houl d a lvoys br, evidftnt.26 "Let us reprove vith w rds 1 anti if 

23chrys!"lsto:-r., "The HomUi l'!a ot st. John Cbr.,eost.om on tbe totstle 
to t hn Hebrews,'' P• $Oh. 

2hAmbro "• "'FHo Books or St. Ambrase1 Bishop o '" Kllan• Con~ernlq 
Repenknae," NPN (Second SerlesJ Grand P.a-plds• Wa. B. F.erdllllns .Pub­
lishing e:>mrniny, 19SS), x, 139. 

2Sibid., P• 3b2. 

i6Au!\t\1Dt1n, "Sermons on Selected l.es11ona or tbe Nev Ti;ntaunt1 • 
~ (Fint S~rlesJ Nev 'fal'lcl Charles 5crt.bner111 Sons, 190.3 1 VI• '"5• 



need b:> ~11t h ec~m~~os; ••• /Ji,.t loi/ gea't.leneso ••• not depart; 

out of t he henrt.n2"/ Augustine goes on to ao,y tbat if auob d1.so1.pltne 

is r ~lwted., uickadness will incrNBe and the Chr i stian people w1ll be 

caused oororo Gcd. 28 

nowevo1•., AuBustine t1arns that Chri stians are not to be coaaerned 

onl,y 'tl • t!l x-eprov-lng und correcting tho brotber. Cbr:l.stians Gl'8 to 
b.elp tho brother at'End h.1.B aintul lUo, r&ther than Ml"e]1' to f'iDl 

... auJ.t uii.ll i t . 29 In either case, wbatller om 1a ad.iioniabing or helping 

t ho b t r to imJll"OW bis lif'e, the Chl'lsttan must ba axtreml.y' 

co ·, , ti1 • t ho ,does not beoom r,,roud. He lllU8 t never hDve tbe tone 

of imnu..t iu bu v1:tica wlVln reprovinr?; evU.30 

T· ~ -nc cxa..'11pl.e £ ram the Loftl B1.maell (1.;u1.at!ana are to alaa 

1ntorc a" ons t o1• one anotbor. In add'!. tton to suoll J)l'8Jer, Augustine 

bids bi G L'"CCti~ r: co. ti.nus t o oontooa thet.r s!na to one DDOthCII' ur:d 

receiv"' 1'or::!1Vt.111esn t or theaa.31 

'l'be Ratomation Era 

- t ho .Protestlln, Revolt oE the s!Xtecmtb centar.r, one bean 

s imUar r.otoa eat oed which nave baen hENlrd since the begtmtng at tbe 

~.Gt.1an Chura.be 

27:tb!d., V• 36S. -:--

28:cbid -· 
29nd.cl.. pp. 3S7-5B. t 
30:n,s.d., Illa 385-86. -
3l{Luguatin1 "Je atures or '1'1-aotatao. on the Goepel 800Dl"dlag to 

St. John," mill \Pf.nit SerieBJ Nov Y'ol'kl QIU'lea Sorlbn81-1• Son■, 
1908), vu,~. 
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Dr. tibr t.111 Lut her, the dr vlng force behind t.he aixtaenth ant.u17 

:et :r::1. -:;,.01 , t nll hl .. r eaders th~t err.ch Chrtatian., in atfdttion to 

t he r · c 1 r s :,.n--;J n12.stor!J, h:aa an obltgation to juck;e anr.l r ebuke hf.a 

Ginn ·n~ b:r th r . 'l'!1io ts c1,n, on t h, basi s o! a low tor that 

b1-o,,&1!:-l"•32 Us ;; t t;, 9lctu; o ot a pll"sician•s car~ tor a stole psrson, 

-'lltl>cr s'!.>ws ,1:P t Chr st.i::I!' a"·rnon1.t ton i o t -, be. 

~odr what-, a fai t hf."111 !)hysi.cian rfoes wl th a sick chi ld. 
1ts tlo •~ ri.,t rnn ar ound a1110ng the people and broadcast itJ bllt. 
1:-. · h • t. t . chtld and ~ 2.'!l{n-,s his r,ulse or aeythlng 
Al ,:i t i It. s nee ssar.f, not to grat i fy hts pl■aeur,e at the 
co:. t or t he chtld, nor t.o make run e,f him, but with tbe 
,oon, hor,_s t ··.11tunti on or helping him.33 

Luth 1· olaced great s1.gn1.f1.canoo on the untwmal priesthood or 

a1::h i'>eliv rJ tbat each man 1a a prient betore God tor himelt' and 

l o or hi G brot h!tr. Luth~r p:d.nts out to hl■ readers that they­

shou:,t. r?nf'o~s t heir a4.ne in secret to their brother Christian. From 

t11· :i brot~<:r Christ an, thq vmld receive absolution, •11 absol11tio11 

a , V" Ud ae if God Hi .:ltJelt s()Oke it direc~.3h 

.1n e!ll, asizing t he r l ghts ot the t ndl"1.dwal Christian, Luther 

never for~ot tho £•ct that the ilalU.vidual Christian 1a alway-a• member 

o n gr,,up or a boct, or C!u1.at\au. In tllls Cbul'CII, or Chrietenbeit, 

321-1art1n Luther, •!Jw SeNon on tile Mount,• Lutbar1a Vorlgp 
(Sa i..nt Louisa Concor<'ia PUbliald.ng Jiou••• 19S6i, iif, 22.3. 

33~., P• !() • 

.3hrart1.n .Lutber, nftae S.!,)'lonlan CaotlYl t, o~ the Clurcb, • 
Wor k!' or Ka:rtin ~ther (Pb:lladelo!dca Edtt.1.an1 Pld.ladelvhlal llablenberg 
Prees,19b3), II, 25:>, L2b. This nt herearter reternd to ae Phil•• 
Ede -



n 
t l\9 Pl'°' ., e-r o anu aood uoJ"ks or all llll'lt serve t,:, 11t.nnst,ben and IMlp 

Heh "nd v dua1.3S 'l'hR :lndhidual ls never alone. Tbe fJl'OUP 'bean 

t ll'! a no Gn' D:.t no or the -tndi.vidual. t"rom the gl'011p1 the indi vidlaal. 

:recn:tves siir Pn~11.36 

Or. lu'i:.1191• l ai.d ~ at er.t'>h!J:..is on th• wllles recelwd ln the 

Lord' s Supp_r . One ::,f these v::lues la that the individual there takes 

his need!i an· ·e · lmass s and in ntum receivea the strengthening of 

his lllth. 

:e need w come to11a tht,r t n enkindle aucb n tat th in one 
:inoth:. • ey .xat1ol e. ·n-a,er, ~rai. -;e1 and t liankagi,-tng1 as 
I · e so i.a ab:>\'O• and tnrou•;h t he outward seeing and recei ving 
of t h• snc1' rr.ent an t esta.nt t.o 111ove eaob otbel" to th!! 
i ~ I. ~.o e '1 t' t ,19 f3 i. t h.37 

T 111 Cl r t t ., i n lil vanner, sh11re11 Uta st.renr-:th wt.th Cbrlst1ana. .Ae 

Chr iat n:i n. r t kc : Chrlst in t hia Supper, so .alao CDl'latt.ans par­

t., k or ont? :imt ~1'• Thi, entire groa~ ot the as>1r1tual body au:mol"ta 

t h. i nnt i~cai .38 

AU or t 1\. s;i t s t hRt, ·.;i.d h~a ,:lwn tbD ,ind1.vl"1al.1 lutber SQFe, 

an- t o be U" e tor the upbi,!.lding of the Chrl.ett.an. !b.,se gifts '119N 

no·t. ~ven t o r t "ie Pl !!aau~ of th.,t lndf.Yidual1 but tor the et1\tying 

3SUartl n 1auther, 11A Brtet &planatlon or the Ten Comand!nents• 
tb! C~ed, 3nd t he u,rd'e PrqPr1 • Pldlae Ede1 D 1 373• 

36&\rtin ~ t iler 1The Ji'011rteen or Ce1nsolation rqr mob•• lebor 
an are Bea v., Laden (?e11sanadeCR9 Conaolatorla), • Pliu,a. •·· I, 16 ~-66. 

37Hart1n latber, 11A Treatise an the In Testament, that le, the 
Holy Maes," P'nila. !st•• I, ; 19•iO. 

38Martin "\it.her, •A f~tl• conam1tq the Ble••d S.01'1181111, ot 
the Hoq and True 'toc\v or Cbrlet and concernln1 the Brotberboode, • 
Phi l.a. Ed., 'II, 13, 211 26. 
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or lllilrtY in111. vlrJuals.39 'l"noee strong in taitb are to 1111pport, un~rct, 

an· c r iy th we k in rn1 th, jutit as th!? skeleton cam.es the neah.''0 

l~nno 5 · mr,ns, n men!bl!r or the ldf't wtng ot the Reformation and 

n ctintftm or:u •lr o • ·Di ... lutru-T"'s, 'ls very emnhat.lc tn his wrlti1111e 

re13ar~n1? Chr-4 s tian • n1. ti n. 1h points up that this adllloniah1.ng 

!h'!>ul~ bt- done . •dia~ly, before the Chriattan eats, sleeps, or 

doe!1 anyth n~ el r-ie. The =soul or a brother 1a ln grave dan'9r.hl 

The lutheran Confessions 

'l'hP CrJnresqbnnl \iritillP,I! ot the Lu.thenn Cmarcb mnti.on the dll~ 

of nutu 1 , ·r,1 ni. t.ion na Chrlstian. Christians r-re undar an obli~-

ti n ... r,a rov Pvll in a oense oi,11lar to th ·t oblleation und.,r ~id.ch 

nt,:J Grt"• , laced. Th~ Chrf.rttian 1.s nc,t to gosaip about the 

.r ror or hia broth9t, bu.t ~ther he le to reJ)l'Ove i t.L2 In addition 

t:, s •'Jltin~ or the nl'!Cessity for the Cbr1at1an to r,aorove the evil o~ 

hi. brot • r, Th Forrala or c-,nco:rd .,leo ul'll9a th~ Chrlat\an to exhort. ----------
ht br:>thf?l" to n more, atl:lgent praet1.ae ot e,,od vorlta.lal 

39tuther, "The Sel'IIIOn on the Mount,11 'P• 218. 

h~•rtin .au.ther, "Co111M'nt1l1'7 on Peala ~• £albet1
• Von, (Saint 

louial Concordia i'ublbbtn1 llau11e, 19-r6), XIll, U~ 
"1,,.enno SiJRons, "A lind AdllDnl tton ot Clmrch Diaeipl.1m1 • Jb,lt 

~olew Hritinn or V.em,o Sf.tlloga (Saottdale1 .Pennaylwnta• aen-ia 
as1 19~), Lii-Il.-

b2Hartin "utber, •The I.rp Catechima,• 1910.1 if.I·• .flit 
J."1bt>l1cl11 Books ot. !bl Ev. l,gtlppn Charp!I (to.is orali 
ubllaidng Houee, lfflT, ~9. 

hJ11Fol'IIIUl.a or Concord,• Trf.19.ld ~nee• fha,..o•\-­
~ ~ Ev • .L.utberan C!mrcb (sat;rJ;uGY¥niiol'dl~ns~ 
.&.Y~Il;9Jie 
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Al. thou,gb the publtc mtnlster u~~ abaolws, the 'l'ractatua 

as,eakr: of t h,e laym: n btcOlll.l.nR a pastor ot another in a cane ot el'ler­

rtfflC,Y .4L In The- ~alcnl~ Articles, the mutual conversation and con■o­
lut.ion be t t• '!en 'brother Cnrir.tions is aooken ot •• an aveme t'or tbe 

Gospel • It is lfnlced uo v! th the t-lo•rd spoken in the public preaching, 

Ba_ ti:-ir.1, and th"] Sacrm11ent or th~ Altar.bS 

'1'h3 Zuthenan Cburc~tsaourl S,nc,d 

'r'11rou h the yeers, the Clurch bas continued to urge her mtt111bers 

to nr:1cti.ci, mut• l Cb:;."i.~tian admont.t.ion. The Llltheran cturch--Hs.asourt 

Synod o th tw:?nttoth centu:rr hns also 'hTi tten so111e articles on the 

,ract .ce o brotht-rly Christian admont tton. 

Ae in the oar-e em!)heBis is glven. The Chr:lstt.an, in adllontsld.ng 

his broth'??'_, is to l'i? W JY tlm and harsh, but, at the same tim., tbe 

adm'>ni. shed b ,·othl"-r ll!ust re31i11e that all or tlJla ia a sten ot love 

i'roi, hi~ brother . Stem hatred fo:r sin and yet low tor tm oeraon 

or the sinner rmst alwqs be evldenced.L6 Tm brotber set never be 

l ed t :, think th~t a Chris ian is being unbrother]¥ :ln admoniahlns bi■• 

Jih.Pbilip !'lelnnchthon, nor the P0wr and Jurtedt.etion or B.taboos," 
,ri~lot Concor:li.AI Tbe ~bollaal Boob !t the Ive latlppn Cm$ 
Sai.,t, Lciiisl Cortcordia-Qloiil.ng '1Joiii'e, lftl');-S2'e 

hSY,.rti n Luther, "The Salcold Al"t1alea1" 'ff 1;!' ~orfJta• !bl. 
mol1.cal :Sooks J!! th'! Eve lathfi:ran Cturgla \Sain 1e oncordla 

bliahinR House, l921)1b9le 

l:6rta1ter ll. Bouman, 11!be Practical , .,plication of Jrattbev LAllS-lP,• 
Concordia Theolortcal Konthly, XVIII (March 19h7), uo. 


