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Excavating Kirjath-Sepher’s Ten Cities. By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D.,
LL.D. 203 pages, 6X9. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand
Rapids, Mich. 1934. Price, $2.00. Order from Concordia Publish-
ing House, St. Louis, Mo.

If any one thinks archeology is o “dry-ns-dust” subject, of value only
to specialists and theologians of a certain group, he is bound to be agree-
ably disillusioned if he reads this book. It is delightful, fascinating, in-
forming from beginning to end. Written in the form of a chatty narrative,
describing the four campaigns of excavation undertaken under the direc-
tion of the author, the book gives one an acquaintance with the splendid
and successful work done at Kirjath-sepher and at the same time serves
as an introduction to many customs still observed in Bible lands, thus
opening up many sections of the Bible in a most interesting and instrue-
tive manner. Seventeen half-tone illustrations, the first being a late one
of the deceased author, enhance the value of the book. It stands to reason
that certain views of the author will not find full acceptance, and one msy
differ with him with regard to his peculiar notions of Bible chronology
(p- 85) ; but one is most agreeably compensated for this fact by the author’s
staunch defense of the Scriptures. The book thoroughly corroborates the
Bible narrative. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Das Neue Teftament Dentid). Neued Gbttinger Vibelwerl, Herausgegeben
bon Paul Althaeus undb Johannes BVehm. 9. Teilbindden:
Die Briefe an Timotheus und Titus, liberfeht unbd ectldct
pon Joadim Jeremias, Der Brief an dbie Hebrder,
itbecfefit und erllict von Hermann Strathmann, Banbenfoed
und Rupredht, Giottingen. 1934. 128 Seiten 6X9%. Subficiptionspreis:
RA[ 4.25; eingeln RAM 4.95.

Diefer neue, populire Kommentar iiber bag Neue Teftament, ber, wenn boll=
ftandig, atwBIf Vandden umfafjen joll, davon eind cin Regiftecbindden, fdyreitet
ritftig feiner Wollendung entgegen. Der borliegende Teil jdheint und befonbers
wertvoll, Nad) fturzen Einleitungen werden die Briefe felbft in ciner mufters
giiftigen {iberjefung dargeboten mit Grliuterungen, bie bei aller RKilrze dod die
Hauptfadhen in den berjdhicdenen Ub[dnitten bejpredhen. Wegen fritherer Res
genfionen fdnnen vir hier bon ciner weiteren Gharalterifierung bes TWerles abs
feben. Wohltuend berlihrt bei diefem Viindden, daf dic Paftoralbriefe bem Upo:
ftel Paulus jugejproden twerben, obgleidh ein unnitiger Abftridy gemadht iwicd,
toenn auf Seite 4 ber Ausleger e8 als feine Meinung ausipridyt, .dak die Briefe
im Wuftrag de8 Paulus, wobh! auf Grund borheriger milndlider Aniveifung und
unter feiner Mitarbeit, gefhrieben finde. Jn bejug auf den Hebrdecbrief ift ber
betreffenbe WAusleger der Meinung, daf man bei der Frage nad) bem Autor am
fiherften ber Motiy Tertullians folge, wonad) Varnabas fiir ben BVerfaffer biefes
toftlihen Wriefes au Dalten ift. Gr filgt Hinqu: Dody bleibt die Urheber{deft
be8 Barnabas eine BVermutung. Unbere BVermutungen berbiemen leine GEriwdh:
nung, HddGftens nod die Quthers (aber nur um Suthers willen), der an Apollos
(¥Wpoft. 18) badhte.* WIS Datum bes Bricfes benlt ber Ausleger etiva an bad
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Jahe 80. Die [dinlerige Stelle Hebr. 6, 4—6 iwirb ertlict, indem die bort ges
nannte lnmiglidleit ber Bufe be[dhricben witd als gdttliches Geridt (vgl bdas
@eridht der Berftodung), eine Huslegung, bie fih wohl mit der analogin fidel
bertrdgt. M. Urtnbdt.

Totenauferftefung, Gin Bibelturs Aber 1 Kov.15. Bon D. Racl Feaer,
Peofeflor in Tibingen. Callver Verfagsbudyhandiung, Stuttgart. 1933.
78 Celten 5%, X8%;. %Preis: Kartoniert, RM 1.80; gebunben, RM 2.80.

Wir hoben diefe Stubie mit gropemt Interefle in einem Juge durdgelefen.
3 Handelt fih nicht um cine toiffenjhaftlihe Gregefe, jondern um denm aners
IennenSivecten Dienft cined Theologen, ber, twie ex felber fagt, mit ber Gemeinbe
in Fiblung bleiben toill. ,Darum Hat die Gemeinbe die Theologen, . . . bak bie
ZXbeologen ihre WUcheit fo leiften Ionnen, wie fie fie feiften mitffen. 1nd barum
feben die Theologen ifhre Urbeit ju tun im Blid auf die Gemeinde.” (S. 18.)
Wer fih mit bem 1. Korintherbricf, {peaififh mit dem WAufecftehungstapitel, in=
tenfib befdhiftiot, wird aus bdiefer Stubie mandhed lernen fdnnen.

P.C.Rrefmannmn.

The Basis of Christian Faith. A Modern Defense of the Christian Re-
ligion. By Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton. Harper & Brothers, New York,
N.Y. 348 pages, 514 X8. Price, $2.25.

Professor Hamilton teaches in Union Christian College, in Dorea.
While a student, he lost his faith in the Bible, in the atonement, even in
the existence of a God. Later he was led back to faith, when he realized
that even from the standpoint of redson the evolutionist and atheist have
no ground to stand on. Some of the chapter headings will convey an idea
of the rich contents of this book: The External Universe; The Reasons
why We must Believe in God; The World and Its Origin; The Reasonable-
ness of Supernaturalism; The Cause and Growth of the Great Religions
of the World; The Unity of the Bible; The Historical Trustworthiness of
the Bible; The Integrity, Genuineness, and Authenticity of the Bible; His-
torical and Literary Criticism of the Old Testament; Historical and Lit-
erary Criticism of the New Testament; The Alleged Discrepancies in the
Bible; Doetrinal Difficulties in the Bible; The Resurrection of Jesus Christ;
The Fulfilment of Prophecy. The chapters dealing with the genuineness
of the Biblical books are the strongest. Incidentally we note (p.178) that
also this muthor has accepted Thothmes III as the Pharach of the op-
pression. THEODORE GRAEBNER.

God at Work. A Study of the Supernatural. By William Adams Brown,
Ph.D., D.D. Charles Scribner’s Sons. New York and London. 301
pages, 514X8. Price, $2.50.

Like Dr. Brown’s other much-advertised book Belicfs that Matter this
monograph is a book of insidious poison, doubly so on account of its lit-
erary appeal and because of the fact that he uses many of the old ortho-
dox terms while investing them with modernistic meanings, which take
the very heart out of Christianity. The proton pseudos of the book is the
placing of all religions on the same level, whereby Christianity is bound
to lose its very soul. The author does not really progress beyond the
natural knowledge of God, and of course he does not believe in the inspira-
tion of the Bible (p.269). He is in sympathy with Karl Barth, whom he
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calls Calvin’'s latest disciple (p. 75, note; 76, note), but also with Mahatma
Gandhi and with Buchman. He clearly does not know what faithis (p.601.),
denies miracles (p.81), believes in evolution in religion, denies the exis-
tence of & personal devil (p.103), and has no idea what conversion really
means (p.125). Altogether, Dr. Brown is running true to form. It is

a pity that so many people follow his antichristian vagaries.
P. E. ERETZMANK,

Evolution Cross-Examined. A Critical Examination of the Theory from
Matter Arising out of Public Debates and Discussions. 44 pages,
5X7%. The Lutheran Publishing Co., Adelaide. Price, 1sh.

This booklet is of interest not only because it presents the best argu-
ments against the theory of evolution in the form of a cross-examination,
the Christinn and the evolutionist being the opponents in the debate, but
in particular because a new argument is added, namely, that taken from
the rate of propagation. If the age of homo sapicns is to be accepted
the basis of the evolutionist’s conservative estimate as being 500,000 years,
and if we may assume the rate of propagation during those half million
years to have been the same as during the past 150 years, then the carth
would now have a population running into cighteen figures, and there
would barely be standing-room for all the people of the earth. Other points
are brought out in just as interesting a manner, and the book may well be
added to the pastor’s shelf of apologetic literature. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Sebhen wir und im Jenfeits wicber? Diec grofie Sehnfudtsfrage der Menfdheit.
Bon Prof. Dr. Friedbridh jur Donfen. Frany Borgmeyer Berlagss
budhandlung, Hildesheim. Gr. 8%, 176 Seiten. Ganzleinenband, 4.50 RAL

Dies ift cinc anregende Stubic. Der Verfaffer, ein nambhafter Gelehrter,
aber cin Qaie, ift Glicd der romijhen RKirde (S. 142 passim), was aber im Bud
felber nur feften Hervortritt, aufer in ben Jitaten, die, tvic e8 fdeint, alle aus
ber deutfdien fiberfeung ber Vulgata genommen find. Die Form ber Darftellung
ift fefleInd, bie Spradse ift gewdhlt, oft aud) epigrammatifdh. Wenn ivir audy Bfter
ben Ausfiijrungen nidht suftimmen fénnen, fo finden mwic dod) gabllofe mwidtige
und wahre Gedanlen, die wir wohl antoenden onnen. Ein Paftor, der dies Bild:
lein ftubiert, wird aud) fiir Qeidenreden mandye troftreihe Gedanfen gemvinnen
t3nnen. 1nter ben bielen [hdnen Ausfagen bed Bucdyes finben fidh folgende: MWer
cinmal in bie Werbebldtter [der Spiritiften] einen BIid getan Hat, ber wicd wiffen,
a8 fiir entfegliche religidfe Jrrivege unsd Hier drofen, und wird jebe Gelegenfeit
benugen, ofme faljdhe Tolerany alles, a8 mit dem mobernen SpiritiSmus Jus
fammenbingt, bom Standbpunit bes Ehriftentums aus ju belimpfen.” (Uus Kro:
patfdhed 3itiert.) ,Darum ift und aud der Himmel tweniger ein Ott als ein Jus
ftand, wie benn bie Wonne bed Himmels in bem vélMigen Durddrungenfein ber
©eele bon Gott und der gbttlidien Liebe befteht.” ,Die Rirde {elbft Tehnt biefe
Xheorie [be8 Seelenfdhlafes] fhlechtiveg ab; die Scele empfingt nad) bem Ubs
fdeiben alSbald ihr Gecidt, und Seligleit undb Wiederfehen gehdren jucinander.”
»1Rit jebem @lodenfdh)lage fommen tnir dem Tobe ndber, und ber Tob ift bie Plocte,
ber Heimgang jum wahren Leben. Und fo ber Senfenmann bic bein Siebftes ges
nommen, fiehe, ba tritt ioic ein Gngel de8 Troftes ber uralte Menfdens und Ghri:
ftenglaube, bon bem in biefem Bud bie Rebe, Hofinungsfrendig bir jur Seite.”
Der lutherifdhe Theolog mwicd felbftverftdndlicy die Schrift mehr jur Geltung
fommen laffen. P. G Keegmann.
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I ¥ollow the Road. A Modern Woman’s Search for God. By Anne Byrd

Payson. Introduction by E. Stanley Jones. 210 pages, 5X7%. Price,
$1.00.

Christ and Human Suffering. By E. Stanley Jones. 231 pages, 5X714.
Price, $1.00. Both published by the Abingdon Press, New York, N.Y.

The first of these books is the author’s story of her conversion by reading
Stanley’s Okrist on the Indian Road. The author, 2 woman of wealth and
position, highly cultured, an admirer of Bach, but non-religious, tells how
her heart was changed. It is an interesting story; but one fails to find
in it & clear-cut statement that her conversion was based upon repentance
and faith in Christ as the Savior. From the author’s account it would ap-
pear to have been no more than a change from a purely material to a spir-
itual mode of life and thought. The distinctively Christian element in con-
version is wanting.

The second book, in general, suffers from the same malady as the for-
mer —a vagueness that leaves the reader in doubt. One would hesitate to
say that Stanley Jones here gives evidence of being a Modernist; but at
the same time he does ‘not clearly show himself to be a Fundamentalist.
His method is to rationalize the Scriptures. Much of what he has to say
about human suffering is well said. He has a wealth of illustrative matter
woven into his treatise, his style is fresh and inspiring, and our pastors
will find much of value in the book; but it will have to be used with care.
For instance, in speaking of Christ and His suffering, the author does not
talk of the atonement in the orthodox way. His view is this: God created
man a free agent, not an automaton, so that it was possible for man to sin
if he so chose. God assumed the responsibility of helping man out of sin
by sending Christ into the world, who took on Himself man’s sin and suf-
fering. The sin of man brought Christ to the cross. “The cross is the
heart-break of God.” Since God is Christlike, God suffers in Christ. This
has the ring of Patripassionism and leaves the reader bewildered, confused.

W. G. POLACE.

Martin Quther. Der Prophiet. Von Hansd Preuf. Berlag bon E. Bertels:
mann, Glitersloh. 1933. VII unb 267 Seiten 644X9%, in Leintwand mit
Gtitden: und Dedeltitel gebunben. Preis: M. 11.

Die Qutherfeicrn bed Jahres 1933 find fdhon lange borilber. Yeber, der folden
feiern beigewohnt Hat, ivird mit Freuben baran juriidbenfen; aber gelwif BHat
mandier bon diefer Feier aud) Unlaf genommen, fich toicber befonberd in ber cinen
obee andern Hinfidht mit Quiher ju befdydftigen. Ein biclbefdydftigter Grohiftadt=
paftor {dyricdb mir anfangd Dezember b. N.: A8 dad8 November-MoNTHLY fam,
Ta8 iy fofort bie Mezenfion bon Helbigs ,Quther, Theologie bes Kreuges’. Jd wollte
bas Bilchlein bei £. am felben Tage Tfaufen, aber e8 tvar nod) nidt dba.” So tvar
aud) file midy bie Qeltiire diefes im vorigen Sommer erfdyienenen Werles gleidhjam
eine Privat-Sutherfeier. &5 ift der 3teite, aber gany felbftindige und unabhingige
Feil eined auf drei Vinde beranfdhlagten groferen Werled iiber Luther, gefdhrieben
bon einem, der mit Mecht al8 einer ber bebeutenden Qutherforfder ber Gegenwart
gift, D. Hans Preuh, Profeffor der Kirdengefhidhte und der firdhlihen Kunft an
bet Univerfitit Grlangen. Der erfte Banb fdyilderte ,Martin Suther den Kilnftlec”
unb mwurbe in diefer Beit[drift, Vd. 3, ©. 474, befproden. Der Berfaffer fagt,
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baf er bei biefem gangen Werle verjudien wolle, ,die Sade bon Srund aus axf:
jubauen, bas Heikt, die Darftellung Suthers als des RKilnftlers junddft und {piter
bie be8 Propheten nad) a[len Seiten beleudten. Die bollftindige und genaue
Durdjarbeitung fdmtlider fuferungen Luthers ift dabei felbfiverftindlide Borauss
febung, bas Heifst, ber gefamten Weimarana BVlatt filr Blatt toie bes VrieffGages
al8 conditio sine qua non — eine YArbeit bon mehreren Jabhren, die fidh bodh bem
Lefer ftets unendlidy belohnt~.1) Was flir ein Stild Acbeit dies war, fann man
crmeffen, wenn man bedenlt, daf bie Weimarer Ausgabe ber Werle Juthers, die
feit 1883, alfo feit mehr al8 filnfiig Jahren, exjdeint, gegentvdctig 79 grofe Binde
3i5Mt, im Quartformat unferer St. Qouifer YUusgabe, wenn aud) bdie einpelnen
Biinbe ber Weimarer Ausgabe nid)t {o ftark find Ivie bie ber St. Louifer, burd:
fdnittlidy 600 Seiten im Umfang. UAber was filr eine Freude, tvad filr ein Genub
ift ¢8, eine folhe auf grilndlihem Stubium Sutfhers rufendbe Darfielung ju lefen!
Der Verfaffer triigt eben nidht feine cigene Auffaffung von Cuther vor, fondbern
mit zabllofen Ausfpriiden aus LQutber, die wobl vier Filnftel bes Budyes aus:
madyen, fdhildert er Quiber mictlid), wie er ift und was er fagt. Der Berfaffer
bemerlt mit Redht im Borwort gu biefem BVande: ,Wir milffen uns ivieder daju
erjiehen, dbag wir Quther nicht im Lidhte Meifter Edharts, Kants, Nit{HI18, Kiecles
gaards, Barth8 odber Grifebady® [ehen, fondbern Quther im Qidte Suihees — etmwa
tie ¢8 in bollfommener, aber ziemlid) cinfamer Weife Wilhem Walther einf ges
tan.” (6.II1.)2) Der vorliegende Vand [dhildvert alfo ,Cuther ben Propheten®
in adjt Kapiteln: 1. Die prophetifhe Grwartung des ausgefenden Mittelalters;
2. Die Grfiillung; 3. Quthers Urteil itber Prophetentum; 4. Luther als Prophet;
5. Der fKamdpf bes Propheten; 6. Der Prophet und feine Kirdye; 7. Suthers pros
phetifdhe Gefdidtsauffaffung; 8. Quthers Geltung ald Prophet von feinem Tobe
bis jur Gegenart. Aber diefe nadte Dispofition fann nidt den reidhen Inbalt
biefes Werle8 zeigen; benn in diefem Mabhmen lverden nun die intereffantefen
Darftellungen geboten, inie fie nur ciner, ber bad ®ebiet ber Rirdengefhidyte fo
beherrfdht twie der Werfaffer darbicten fann. Preup befieht Punite wie diefe, ob
ber Traum Fricdrichs des Weifen bon dem Mbndh mit ber Tangen Feber, bie dem
Papft in Rom an die Krone ftiel, hiftorijd ift (S. 22), feit wann Suther berilhmt
ift (S. 31), {dhitbert Suthers Selbftberwuftiein (S. 119), wirft die Frage auf, ob
Suthers Wort in Worms ,Hier fiehe ih” ufiw. echt ift ober nidt (S. 139), eigt,
toie Quiher feinen Gegnern mit feinem Tobe broht (S. 144), wie er ausfilhet, baf
LWunber nur nitig find, wenn jemand mit einer neuen Lehre auftritt (S. 151).
Luthers Weisfagungen toerben erdrtert (S. 154 f.), feine Wrbeitsleaft (S. 164),
feine Filcbitte und Gefude fiir andbere (S. 198), feine Upolalpptit (6. 210), feine
Rody{hiiung der Gejchichte (S. 213); feine BVorliufer werben befprodhen: Gexfon,
©abonarola, bejonbers Hus (S.223); feine Edcdjatologie (S.235); und in bem
Rapitel {iber Quthers Wertfhafung bis auf die Gegenmwart gitiert Preup ben Eng:
linber . Madinnon, ber in feinem bierbinbigen Qutheriver? ein befonberes Kapitel
fiber Quther al8 Propheten einjdhiebt, in dbem man unter anderm folgenbeS lefen
Tann: “He was vastly more than a Reformer such as his own or preceding

1) Martin Quiher ber Rilnftler, €. 3.

2) @3 ift fehr tidhtig, bak Mwieder einmal nadbriidlich auf bie Mcbeiten umd For
f&ungen Wiljelm Waltherd Hingemiefen tird, deffen MWerle, wie .Flic Lutfer iwider
Rom*, .Luthers Gharalter”, .Dad Erbe der Reformation im Nampfe der Gegentvast®,
allen, die fih fiir Quiber intere[fieren, nur angelegentlihy empfoblen iverben Idnnen.
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generations produced. He was a prophet with the message that the times
were fitted and ready to receive. He derived this message, not from this
or that predecessor, from this or that external source, but from his own
wrestlings with the problem of sin and salvation as this problem presented
itself in his personal experience. He belongs in this respect to the same
eategory as Paul or Augustine; to the creative, prophetic type of man in
the sphere of religion, whose spiritual experience, in its peculiar power
aud insight, marks an epoch in religious history. . . . What stamps him
a8 the prophet is the fact that he made this experience the factor of a re-
ligious revolution.” (&.254f.) Gtioas anbers ausgedriidt: ,Dasd erfie Merimal
cineS Peopheten fieht Suther in feinem Auftrag bon Gott, in feiner Senbdung ald
Bote und Bevolmiditigter Gottes; ber Prophet berfilnbet bas MWort Gottes in
Reaft und im Ramen be8 HEren. LQuther dringte fih nidyt {elbft Herbor, Ieine
Ruhmiudt treibt 1hn; ec wird bon Hoherer Gemwalt ,fortgeriffen’ und muf e8 tun.
Diefes Muk lann Quther nidht oft genug von feinem QebenStver? betomen. Gr
fleht unter Stwang, {don bei feiner Doltorierung, die er nidt wollte; unter Jwang
beim Thefenandylag, von deflen Wictung er leine Uhnung Hat; unter Jwang bei
feiner Reife nad) Worms: ,MWer id) bin und durd) was filr einen Rat und Willen
i® in biefen Qanbel geriffen (raptus) rworden bin, a8 befehle iy dem, der da
toelf, baf bas aflle8 nady feinem, nidht nadhy meinem Willen gefdhehen ift. Daber
aud fein Mut, feine abfolute Furdjtlofigleit gegen alle menfd)lihen Feinde. Er
ftebt fiberall im RNamen feines Gottes.#3) — Man lann ben reiden JInbalt bes
Budies, gevade lwie ben be8 vorangegangenen Werfes iiber Quther als Kilnftler,
nidt in einer furjen Vejpredyung geniigend [dhildern. Tan muf das Bud), bas
oud) mit quten, ausfilhelichen Regiftern verfehen ift, felbft Tefen, und dbaju midten
toir hiermit cinfaden. TWir Haben nur awei Ausftellungen: bdie eine, daf die alte
Edyreibveife, die in ber Weimarer Nusgabe aufé genauefte befolgt ift, aud) Hier
belbebelten ift und infolgedefjen nidht jeber gana fo glatt die Suthertvorte lefen
Ioird, Ivie ba8 mbglih wdre, wenn die neuere Schreibiweife befolgt Milrbe. So=
bann finben ir hin unbd iwicber einen Saf, ben toir nidht unterfchreiben Bnnen.
€0 bel ber intereflanten und treffliden Befpredyung von Luthers EEdjatologie, bie
durdaus pofitiv freudig geftimmt ift, ba Quther fih freut auf ben ,licben Jilngs
ften Tag®. Da Beifit e8 jedod) gum AbfchIufs der Unterfudung: ~So Hilt fih Suther
in biefem widtigen abjdlicfenden Punite gany im Rahmen feined prophetifdhen
@harafters: allgemeine® Grivacten bes nahen Enbes, fein ungedulbiges, naferveifed
Beredimen!  Quther hat fih mit der nafhen Erivartung bed Jilngften Tages geivet.
Uber audy die Propheten bes Alten Teftaments haben fih — ebenjo perfpeltivijdh —
geiret mit ihrer Naberoartung de8 mejfianifchen Meiched toie die WUpoftel mit bec
baligen Wieberfunft Chriftt — Jrrtiimer, die Heute jeber Schulinabe durdyhaunen
lann. Uber wie e8 Vinfenwabrheiten gibt, fo gibt e8 aud) geniale Jrrtilmer, folde
fogar, bie fdhdpferijcy find.r (S.2867.) Wir fagen: Weber die Propheten bes
Ulten Teftaments nod) bie Upoftel bes Neuen Teftaments Haben fich geirst in beaug
ouf bie RAbe der Wieberlunft Ghrifti, fondern die Stellen, die fo tlingen, find,
abgefehen bon der perfpeltivijdien Uusdrudsiveife, fo au verftehen, bak eben beis
berlei Beilige Schreiber fidh) fo ausbriiden, toie diejenigen fidh) ausdrilden, die in bem
@lauben und in ber Hoffnung leben, bak der Jiingfte Tag jeben Tag fommen Idnne.
Q Flicbringer.

8) Sgemeine Eb.Luth. Kirdenzeitung, 1033, Nr. 46, S. 1079.
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Christian Mass Movements in India. A Study with Recommendations.
By J. Waskom Pickett. The Abingdon Press, New York, Cincinnati,
Chicago. 382 pages, 6X9. Price, $2.00.

The author of this book, J. Waskom Pickett, was a classmate at Asbury
College, Ky., of Dr. E. Stanley Jones and his successor as pastor at Luck-
now, India, in 1910. The National Christian Council of India invited him
to make a study of the Christian mass movements in India. He becams
the director of this study for this council in India, Burma, and Ceylon.
After traveling extensively for the purpose of investigating these move-
ments in a careful, systematic manner, Mr. Pickett published the results
of his findings in this valuable volume. He tells us that he prefers the
name “group movements” to that of “mass movements”; for, while ordi-
narily the group deciding to become Christians is of one caste, this is by
no means always the case. At times it has happened that members of two
or more castes in one or several villages break loose from old superstitions
and apply for Christian instruction. While true conversion takes place
in each heart, yet it is true that even in the earliest days whole house-
holds turned to the Lord, e. g., Cornelius, Lydin, the jailer at Philippl
And again it has happened that entire districts or towns have turned to
the missionary and requested instruction. And just so large communi-
ties, whole districts, in India have submitted to Christian instruction.
Mr. Pickett states that the fishermen for hundreds of miles along the
western coast of India consist of two castes, one who catch the fish and
the other who market them, and he states concerning these, “They are all
nominally Christians.” The author claims that hundreds of thousands
of converts have come to different churches of Christendom “through mass
movements.” Just now there is a Sudra movement of deep significance.
Mr. Pickett devotes his entire thirteenth chapter to this Sudra movement
in the Telugu country. He emphasizes the fact that any “new movement .
in a Sudra caste anywhere will be highly important.” He speaks of one
movement which produced more than fifteen thousand converts within five
years. And this movement is on the incrense. He quotes a missionary
of the United Lutheran Church, writing in June, 1932: “In this district
we have baptized about fifteen hundred Sudras in the last five years, more
than one half of them within the last twelve months.”

His book is so full of interesting and illuminating detail that we
could not begin to quote at length. His discussion of caste is clearer
and more instructive than any that we have found elsewhere. In chapter?
the author enters upon a full discussion of the motives underlying mass-
movement conversions. He mentions forty reasons given by different per-
sons for turning from heathenism to Christinnity. He reveals all the
sources of his information and submits tabulated findings concerning dif-
ferent degrees of knowledge of the Christian religion among converts, con-
cerning church-membership, church attendance, church support, relics of
superstition, sexual morality, use of intoxicating liquors, drugs, ete, ete.
He discusses the preparation for baptism given by different churches. In
the course of his description of different sections of India he speaks of the
United Lutheran Church, the Autonomous Lutheran Church, and the Mis-
souri Lutheran Church. Considerable space is devoted to the subject of
religious education as offered by the different denominations. Much tabu-
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lated information is provided. Mr. Pickett tells us that in Gunthur there
were sixteen Lutheran, three Baptist, and five Roman Catholic schools.
In this connection he reports his findings on the government “grants-in-aid”
for these schools, supervision of day-schools, boarding-schools, and “one-
teacher” schools. Ho gives his impressions of the limitations and weak-
nesscs of these mass movements and offers o number of suggestions as to
“how to achicve larger possibilities for mass movements.” At the close
of the volume there is a fine glossary, alphabetically arranged, explaining
not a few Hindu terms which are frequently used by those who speak
English in India. His bibliography comprises fifty-four titles. And finally
there is a very complete and helpful index.

While in this book the author discusses mass movements in particular,
he nevertheless offers such an amount of valuable information and explana-
tion of conditions in general, of native customs, etc., as to give this volume
a very high rating among books concerning India, especially India as a field
for Christian mission endeavors. Altogether, it has impressed us as an
uncommonly well-written book. In a spirit of evident fairness the author
describes actual conditions, points out possibilitics, and discusses avenues
of approach to the Indian. No one who wishes to be informed on the
present status of Christian work in the Orient can afford to ignore the
arguments, the facts, and the suggestions which this lucid and systematic
treatise supplies. M. S. SoMMER.

Scripture Memorizing. By Oscar Lowry. 192 pages, 5X7. Fleming
H. Revell Co. Price, $1.50.

The author, who, at the request of Dr. J. Moody, for almost three years
held the position of Director of Practical Work in the Moody Bible Insti-
tute, presents here a method of memorizing Seripture-texts which accord-
ing to many testimonials has proved very satisfactory and which appeals
to the reviewer as an exceedingly practical method. In chapters 5—12 the
suthor shows how the memorized Seripture-passages may be used in win-
ning souls for Christ. Unfortunately Law and Gospel, justification and
sanctification, are confused time and again; e.g., before one is “saved,”
i.e., converted, he must be willing to confess Christ and forsake sin. The
unpardonable sin is not properly described. Though we do not agree with
the doctrinal errors, the method of applying Secripture-passages in soul-
winning is clearly and instructively brought out. The proper passages,
however, must be applied in a manner not only methodically practical, but
doctrinally, Scripturally, correct. T. LAETSCI.

Proceedings of the Seventh Convention of the Northern Nebraska
District. 1033. Concordia Publishing House, St.Louis, Mo. 28 pages.
Price, 8 cts.

The essay at the seventh convention of the Northern Nebraska Distriet
of the Missouri Synod was read by Prof. R. Neitzel, who spoke on “The
Creation of Heaven and Earth,” showing from Secripture that it is a work
of the Triune God, that it is 2 work performed in six days of usual length,
and that it should urge us continually to bless and praise our God. A very
brief résumé of this paper is given on pages 7—9. An interesting statis-
tical report on the Home Mission work conducted in this District is given
on page 10. THEO. LAETSCH.

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol5/iss1/65



Polack: Book Review. - Literatur

676 Book Review. — Qiteratur.

Why Lutherans do Not Participate in Union Bervices. By J. W.
Schillinger. The Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, O. 4 pages,
3X6. Price, $1.35 per 100.

This excellent leaflet, giving information on a very live issue, deserves
wide dissemination. ‘W. ARNDT.

Mixed Marringes. By J. Lamberius. The Lutheran Book Concern, Co-
lumbus, O. 16 pages, 444 X6. Price, $4.00 per 100.

A good tract, drawing attention to, and warning carnestly against,
an evil which unfortunately is quite prevalent these days.  W.ARNDT.

Gingegangene Literatur.
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gei:gnf:-, 45. Jabrgang. Heft 1. S. Sdybffel: ,Das deut[he Suthertum on

er MWenbe ber Jeit*; P. Ulthaus: ,Theologijdhe Verantiwortung?; . Bergbolt:
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eines neuen Belenntniffess; O. H. Nebe: ,Jum Problem der reinem Lehre;
J. Bergbolt: Jeitfdriften= und Bildherberidht. — Heft 3. 84 Seiten. K. Freoe:
»Ebangelifde Grzichung im dritten mci%'; 0. Moe: ,Wort, Geift und Salras
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Beitfdrift fiir fyftematifde Theologie. Herausgegeben bon €. Stange,
. Althaus, Gm Hivjdh, Geo. Wehrung. Bertelsmann, Gilterslof.
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Lutterjohann: ,Die Stellung Luthers jur Lindertaufe; Jarnfe: .Rainer Maria

Rille8 Frommigleit und ihre Begichungen ju ruffifdem und romifd-tatholif

Ghriftentum®; Stange: .Die BVedbeutung Luthers fiir bie Gegeniwart”; Milller:

»Dic rteligidfe Lage in Siidofteuropa; Homann: ,Der Begriff der Enade in den

fonoptijdhen Gvangelien.* — 3. Vierteljahrsheft. 198 Seiten. Toe: ,Bernunft

und Geift im Neuen Teftament*; Pfannenftill: Der Glaube Luthers als BVers
trauen unb Grfenntnis*; &3pp: ~Theologie als Selbftauslegung ber Offenbarung”;

uglfang:Damgaard: ,Die IWicberbelebung der Privatbeidyte im Lidite der Aufs
affung Luthers*; Unberfen: ,Der Reformlatholizimus und die dinifde Refors
mation®; eingefanbte Literatur.
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