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foet.oo Similarly, John (John 230:12) desoribes the two angels

in white, ¥ 1% )swroi‘s. That :_ju.fw.c. ars meant here is a matter
of course, >0 Luke {Luke 24:4) used slightly different termi-
rm:l.aé;-,xr to desoribe the two angels when he s2id that they stood
év EoBRTe o'lo*qomﬁuz‘_n, in shining or dazzling agmrel.s" In

Acts (Aots 1:10) they are described 2v Zo0&iosoc Asvaxls,

" in white clothing or sppsrel,®

The desoriptions hers given remind us of several phaasss
of the description given of Gabriel in Daniel (Dan. 10:."5.&5).:'9
There Cobricl is described as "clothed in linen™ with "his
face" as "the appearence of lightning," and "his eyes" as
"lamps of fire." In associating this with Luke 1:19,.Joppie
Bays:

A fine linen robe was worn by the Righ Prlest when he

enterod the Foly of Holles each year. This robe hsd to

be without spot or wrinkle when he went into the presence
of God. This "fine linen robe® signifies access to God's

presence. The fact that Gabriel wore a robe like this 40
suggeats his access to God*s holy presence at all times,

Brhayer, 0pe Bite; De 580,

e W ;. Crit tical Hand-book
einrich A. 7. Moyer,.Critical snd Exegetica

to the Gospel of Jo;:n, translsted from e‘ftﬁiﬁ'?a'ftro'n—o'f"iﬁ'e
OGerman by Willlam Urwioh, translation revised and edited by

Trederick Crombie (NWew York: Funk and Wisgnells, Publishers,
501884)’ Pa 5210 . .

7hayer, Ope gite, Pe 82,

%8 mayer, op. glt., D. 252

99)1fred Plummer, An Exegetical Commentary on the Gospel

Acoording to St. Matthew (London: Elliot Stook, 1909), De 417

403‘0,?913, ODe 2_1_-'_&_.’ p..anif-
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Further insight might be given us from Luke's desoription
(Luks 2:2) of the angsl's appearsnes to the shepherds to
announce the birth of Christ., Here we sre told that as angels
appeared to tho shepherd Sdle arapéartgpuﬂ-t#ﬁar ot I7ols.
so'f.g, m;oaau es & trepnslation of the Hebrew SI13” ~T 1 3.?
:ls' 8 uce foreign to Greek writing and meens splendor or bright
nessg., This was a term used of the heavenly brightness by
which Cod w=a conceived of as surroundede The same term was
ugsed of the.sun, moon, and stare {1 Cor. 15:40)s It wes.also
used of the brightness by which hesvenly beings were surrounded
when thoy appeared on earth {Luke 9:51; Rev. 1B3;l), and the
brightness with which the fsce of lioses was once mude lumi-
nous {2 Cor. 3:7)e. This term was likewlse employed to de-
soribe Christ in His Trensfiguration (Luke 9:52).4]‘ Cod's

glorious rz2diance had streamed down with the ::n{,;el.’m This

© Safu Wfae."iﬁuylsw, shone around, a word used only here and .tn-
Aots 26:13 in the New Tostamente®

The form of the angel or engels was also likened by
geveral of the Ev.:ngelia'bs-unto-ths form of men., The vuﬂ'fm"/
young map, (vark 18:5) or the cvpes men, (Luke 24:4;
Aots 1:10), was the form in whioch they were reocognized by

41'1‘hayer, ops cits, D« 136.
48y : g d Luke, P. 273¢
Meyer, Gospels of Mark and ’

és'rhayar, ope oite, Do 503. Seeo also Meyer, Gospels
Of Mark snd Luke, D. 473,
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the women. There thoy wore described in these tarms because
of their external u;}pearanne.M To this might be added the
faot that 4o the angels were ascribed cartain Et.:t'.ions wiaich
are commen %o men. They ars plotured ns standing {e«g.,
Eng‘fma% Luke 24:4; é"o‘n}/.r, Luke 1l:11) snd as sitting
(@80 s mﬁefaﬁg’mus. John 201123 Ewl Onrs, watt. 28:2)e In
mony instonces Hhe angels ars portrayed es spesking (ee8e,
8?#2 v Luke 2:10;3:7‘0/{,04&& e?ﬂzn Matit. 28:5)e¢ In
the Taster ncoount, on engel is desgoribed ss rolling avay
the stonc from the entrance of the tomb (e.8., -’a.ﬂ:smﬂf.mr

rov AcCox iatt. 28:2).

%Lﬂnae » "The Cospel Lecording to IMatthew,"” P 156,
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CHAPTER IV
HEETHODS 0F APPEARANCE

From the provious chapter we have an insight as to the
for:g in which the engels appeared. In further study of these
appearances, we find that some of them were by the direct
perception of the eoyes while other appearances ocame thrbugh

the mediuvm of dreams,
Appearances in Dreams

Express visions in dreams in the New Testament are re=-
lated solely by Ste Matthew.t Such divine enmmuniaat:lons,‘
in whioch angels appear, are mentionsd in thres d:lﬂ"erent in-
stances by matthew (iatt. 1:20; 3:‘-15; 2:12). In each coc-
curence atthew uses Aur’ fwfu KT serves to designate the
manner and way, and ylelds to the adverblal meaning in 2
dzean,?

Plummer regards the drecms as the Evangelist's own in-
terpretetion of what took place. He explains that Hatthew
knew that =1l that was done osme to pass under divine guid-

ance, and this guidence could be most easily understood as

' : : and=book
]'Eeinrich A. We Meyer, Oritical =nd Zxe etical IFan
3o the Gospel of .iaéthew, translated TEEmTEéﬁ'ﬂT‘EE aditiomn

of The Germsn b5 Toter Ohristic, tronslation revised and
edited by Frade{'iok crombie snd williem Stewart (New York:

Funk end Wagnells, 1884) p. 49
2Ibid,
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operating through a drsam.® On the other hand, referring to
the difference between Hatthew's account and thoase of the
other Wvengellists, this sane commentator elssewhers writes,
"But sursly thosa ars right who ses in this difference the
use of varlious means adepbed 4o the pecnliar state of the

racipient."” Tere he rejects an:,t: subjective influence of
the writer's mind upon the narrative. To substentiate this
point further he renarks that as Ste l:atthew regognized the

ninistry of angels, so also 8%t. Luke related visions.
Appearancesz through Direot Perception of the Eyes

In econtrast to these sxpress visions in dreams, we have
the appearances of angels %o those who were awake and actually
perceived the engels with their physiocal eyess

That the sngel was clearly visibls %o the bodily eye of
Zachariss is cvident in wf& ‘wag visible? (Iuke 1:ll). “It
is agsinst the context and the use of the expression in other

places to suppose that internal perception of an invisibls

3 on the sna
Alfred Plummer, An EXe atioal co nta
et {Tondon:

Aocording to St. Ezattheu ook, L
De :IZE"""‘éﬂ

1 Comm
Alfred Plummer, The Intemtional oritica ntery
AC T 21357 Gozmentary on the Oospel Aoo Ei g
%o S5t. ruk St ror Bndt.n‘“ 'gﬁBIEIon 3 ﬂa’w ‘ZorE EEa"I' "S?ﬁ'ﬁner )

Ou.uu

Sons, lTEY Pe 204
S1bid., pp. 509 f£.
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spiritual presence is intended."® Luke uses the expression
often (Luke 1:11; 9:31; 28:4%; 24:54; Acts 2:3; 7:2:26.30,353
9:17; 13:81; 16:9; 24:;16)., 7The fact thet the appearance is
very'particularly desoribed, with the very position of the
angol on the right side of the nlter of incense indicated,
is further svidonce of the reality of the appsarance,’

The guestion hers has arisen conserning an objsative or
subjeotive appearance of the engels.. To %his question
Plummer® demands that we must choose between adnitting an
objeative appceesrance and rejecting the whole as a myth, To
explain it as a "false perception” or optical illusion, for
exumple, a purely subjeotivs result of psychologioal aouses,
is not admisalbls, Thers sre far t00 many similar appear-
gnces for thiz %o be the 0058 ? lange throws further light
on tho subjeot when he sé:,*s: » 4

g e e onyi aniibal g Gus sty

mortals of thece heavenly spirits deponds upon a state

of soul resembling the angelic.spirituality; .and this
disposition of soul depends agaln, upon the gos_ition

61pid.

? pd ‘ tor's Greek Testa-
Alexander Balmsin Bruoce, The g gos:l or ;
ment: The Synoptic Gospsls, edited by ¥. Robertson Hicoll

{Grand Rapids, = gan: . B. Eerdmaons Publishing Company,

n.d')’ 1’ 461.
Ep1uamer. Gospel Acoording to St. Luke, De lle

®1bid.
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occupled in relation %o hesven and earth.m

Yan Ooaterzegll agrees with lange in suggesting thet .
the psrson nuat bs rsady for such an appearance besfcre he
can receive 1t., Of this r::eyer.m gay3 that the angels commne~
nicate with and ronder themaslves visible and auvdible simply
and solcly to him for whom they are real, while they.ars not
perceptible to cthers. Van Gosterzee likewlse maintzins:

Thic power of psrosption, produced by Cod Himself; must

be &istinguished from the trance or vision, properly so

c2lled, wherein angels have sometimes, but by no ireans
always, bzen perceived. « . « The angelic apparitions

welre by no ncens the frult of =n overstrained imagination,

but objective rovelations of Cod, by means of personal
gpirits; yet only capuﬁe of being received under certain
. subjeotive conditions,
The cas'e-s el Zuoﬁaria and ary oan not be explained
away to deny the actuanl zppesrance of the angele. ir.c.félrﬂn.

(Luke 1:12), was troubled, in the sense that he was struck

103'0!:3:1 Yater lange, "The Cospel Acgording to Hatthew,™

4 Commenta on the Holy Soripturss, trenslated from the
Germen eai%:ioi"," Tith additions, by thilip Schaff (4th edition;
Wow York; Charles seribner, and COsy ColBB4), Do 547,

un. J. Van Oosterzee, "The Gospel jacording to Luke,":
A Commentary on the Holy Soripbures, edited by J. P. lange,
TaNs A teq %r’é’i tha zeoond Garmen edition, with additions,
by Philip Sohaff and Charles C. Starbuck (6th edition; New
York: GCharles Soribner's Sons, ¢. 1868), P. 17,

2 : : xe mand-
J'“Heinrioh Ae We Mayer,.Critical and zxe etiocal Fan
book to the Gogpel of .‘I'ohn,'tmnsI.:ied"fFom fﬁe Tirth edition
OF the Cerman by Wiillem Urwich, translation revised ai:gl.s
edited by Frederiok Crombie (New York:; Funk end Wagnalls,

'001884), Do 528,
13¥an ‘oosterzee, 0ps 8ibey Do 17
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with feur,m dessoribes dachoriss' resction, while &aﬁf-{zav

(Luke 1:29) %o be agitated or troubled Eear.yz,ls describes
Maryts stute., Neither .’-:.aohazias nor Mary were accustomed
$0 such appesrances end voiges and, as & resuli, they are

16

troubled by theme The nerrative in neither instance bears

17 Nor is there any ovidence

& trace ol any ecstatic statse
: 18

of hystericsl excitement or hallucinctions in elther caae.
The presencs oi the angsl before the shophexrds in the
field rurcishes ue with more evidence that the appsarances
were rsal, Luks usen En'm ;x‘,c d-aaeribe this appearancs
(Luke 2:9). It is a woid which he uses elsewhere in refer-
enoe to ungslic appearances, This word 1s used often in
reference to those coming upon one auddenly.m The notion
of suddenness ls not inherent in the verb, but .1‘.; -is often

5 ! 20
derived rron ths context as here.

The suddenness 'e:ith.
which the mulbitude of the heavenly host jolmed the angel

{v. 13) is indicated byggu’fms. This suddemnness and

éa'oseph Henry Thsyer, A CreekeEnglish Lexlcon of the

New Testoment (Corrected edition; Hew York: Americall o
EomPﬁny, 0'01859)' De 615 .

151444,, p. 122,

1651 unmerr, Gospsl Agoording to St. Luke, Pe 28a

l'?vl"-n Dosterzec; ODe 9_&-’ Pe 16.

lePlummar, spel Acgording 50 St. Luks, De 2,

Go-‘-‘ o
1

gThayar, _92; oitoy Do 2636 -
8051 ummer, Gospel According %0 Ste Luke

.p. 55.
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unexpectedness adds weight to the reslity of the appearance
to the eycs of the shsepherds,

Other evidenoce is alsc fo_und of this appearance to the
bodlly eyes of peuple, JTb Iuke 24:4 Ems’amv is used. This
is another form of the verb Just mentioned. In Acts 1:10
we find 1lzpsa.am’xe¢r.w' which indicates that the angels stood
beside or _n_q_a_;_-al those present. In his accomnt of the Resur-
rection, 3t. Mork (10:5) telia us that the women giSov gg_gaz
the angels., St. John (20:12) similarly says that kiary 9&«9%?.
beheld or looked ga_g‘?’a two angela. Ste. Matthew (Matt. 4:11)
recoras thst the angols 7peos5)fov; approached or game to®®
Christ, :

mmayer, ope 0it., Do 489

22 mnoyer, ope oite, Pe 451

aa’l‘h&lyer, Od. odite; Do 269,

a"i'rhayer, ope Odts, Pe 540,

e

e Ty L Y



CHAPTER V

ANGELIC ANNOUNCZMENT OF THE BIRTH OF JOHN :ND JESUS
AND THE ANGELIC GUIDANOE

The Announcement of the Birth of John

The first activity of the sngsls in Christ's earthly
ministry whioh comes before our immediate attention is the

‘- apnouncement of the birth of John (ILuke 1:11-20). The angel

Cabriel appeared (u‘}'fpn,)l unto the priest Zacharias in the
temple, Eaﬂ‘tfs shows us that Gabriel appeared standing,

whioch is to indicate an attitude of zaer.'\vic:a.g The angel

was &x 8efiln rof Burraormplov o5 Qupidpenos , 8% the Tight
side of the altar of inconse, which stood in the sanctuery. -
This wa=z the propitious side of the nltar,3 and Gabrielt's
position thers could wsll have been symbolio of Gabriel as

the angel of marey."' zacharias may have recognized this as

lSuEra, Po 19
2pavid Brown, A Commentary, Critical, Ex rmentsléobe .

nd Practiczl, on the nd New Tegtament, ©
Tﬁieson: K. H. Tausset, DaV] ' Brown (Philadelphia: Je B.

Lippincott and Co., Dedo), V, 216.

BAlezander Balmain Bruoce, The Expositor's Oreek Testament:
The Synoptic Gospels, edited by We 'R'ogeﬁson' ﬁiooII"(Egn'z,ﬂ'_'
Rapj_gs, *Toh.: \m. B. Eerdmans Fublishing Compeny, Redels
P. 461-

. 1 critical Co

Alfred Plummer, ’i'ha Internatlona

entary on I'Ico'o'ﬁ'%

F. 5 udeal a“ﬁrﬂﬁm—""i etioal Jomentery of the Sosper J0reisot,
1'5 ET, Pe L
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a good aign."”
The sppearance of the angel, howsver, caused Zaoharias
to be troubled (Eraf.(,yﬂn.).‘ Cabriel, the "Man of God," as

the representative of God's angelic ministry to men, spsaks

? slonoiioth A& Sénd ovu, your prayer

ds heard. Thers is a difference of opinion among some com~

a8 the messenger of God,

mentators 2s to what prayer is referred to. Some ssy that
7 8€nos pou onnnot refer to the petition for offspring.
They feel that it is not to be assumed from verse seven that
Zaohariss still continued now to prey for ohildren. They
rather take it to refaer to the prayer just made by him at
the priestly burning of incense,® which preyer may have had
special reference to the coming of dessiah.? oﬁer commen=-
tators hold that »f $ehor's sow refers doubtless to the prayer

for offspring which, by some pressntiment, perhaps, he had

5.‘]‘. J. Van Oosterzee, "The Gospel According to 3t., Luke"
A Commenta on tho Holy Seoriptures, edited by J. P. lange,
Translited from Tho seoond German edition, with additions,
by Fhilip Schaff and Charles C. Starbuck fs'bh editionj New
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 0.1864), P. 18.

aSu;ara. Pe 2l.

7l’J.nm.'ner, ope oite, P« 16

A o ' ' al and Exegetical Hand=-
aﬂeinrich Le W. Moyer, Critisc el "JI.'é’ER'Tr'Fm"‘EE?

book & - el of Mark a e nslote
mEh"%dtIhEcIogo' '3? Elh'é"carmanTi R Short Ermest Wellis, the
trenslation revised and edited by Willlam P Dickson (New

York:  TFunk and #agnalls, c.1884), PP. 2351,

%Yan Oosterzee, Ops Oite, Pe 18«
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even t1ll now been kept from completely abandoning.m Still
others taks it to refer to Zacharias?® former prayers for
o:t‘fspr:lng.]fl Wevertheless, a twofold answer is promised
Zachariss by the sngel: f£irst, that liessinh shall indeed
appear in his doays, and seoocndly, that he shall himgelf be
the father of the forerunner, who was to propare His way
{xal, 4).12

When Zachariss in his want of faith asked for s sign,
Gabriel disclosed his ldentity.l% It 1s suggested that this

14 and also

was done as reason for faith on Zacharias! part,
by way of Jjuztifying the annoumcement of penalty which he s
has then tec add. Bosides identifying himself es him who
stonds in the presence of God, he also identifies his mis-
slon, azeeviiny Aulilewe ﬂv}u— oF Kk étftffddﬂrﬁc’ ooc
TaGras he vae gent offl® to spesk mto'® you, end to proclaim
or instruct ycu concerning these glod tidings.

1031‘07-’11, _22. _g_i_.!i_.. Do 216,

1 t Bs t, edited
John Albert Bengel, Gaoomon of the New Testament,
bydBZ;.aokley and Hawes mew; York: Fleming He Revell company,
n. edy I’ 554.

12van oosterzee, ops oites Pe 16.

158\121'& s Pe 90

15enge1, op. oite, p. 355

15 ; ' creek-English Lexicon of the
Joseph Henry Thayer, A Creek-En
%e_w Testament (corgaoted editTon; Wew ‘é‘orE: American BOOk
ompany' 0.]389), De 67.
167b1d., p. 369.




