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CBAPl'ER III 

THE CBDRCH mcamn A C~llml'l'r 

2.'l:le Church (Se.tbe:red 1D tlle place fa.cos 'the task of beico:n1ng wba.t 

CtQ:-ist meant it to bo. :ct faces tba teak ot becon1ng camplewq at om 

by faith vit.h 1ts Lord. rt faces tm iimlk of becm:1Dg unified 1D au its 

mombers. �~� teak is mwr ca:nplate 1.m:til the Bcxq o£ Cbriat �~� tb1s 

plD.ce hes e.tta:Lnetl to ·r.be unity of tho faith end of tba 1movladae at tbe 

Son of C-od, to matuN menboot1, to tba measuze at tbe stature or tba 

i>ul.l.ness of Christ.1 

.As 'l:1BD indicatecl int.be previOUG cmapter 'tbs Church canes iJl'to 

oxiotence 1D a particule.r pl.ace �~� t1Je Word am ~ta. i Jhm 

tm Gospel. is preached aad tl1e Sacnllaezlto are odrn1n1stered 'tile~ 

Spirit croatoa tm Cburch. !i.btse an His means- !I!Jeae aza a.1$0 tba 

mec:na tha.1; tbs S-,Dirit uses 1D �~� about ·tm env:l81cmad UDity at 

:?eith e.?ld J.mawleclp ·or tbe SOD of Qod. Bianca it beaanes tbe task Qf' 

tbl) ma:nbors of tl11s l.ocsl. Clmrch to rn:1u1 o+.er t.be meams Qf' sraca to cme 

a.not.bar. :ct 1B �~� �~� or this cmrat,er to c11.acuss brie~ antes Qf' 

11:f."e 1D wb:lcl:I tbis must be do.DeJ a.1so to disCWIS areas or 11:re to vb1ah 

J.oca1. Cl:mrclJes lllU8t Si• DI01'Q atteut1.o1l in tbair m1n1s+.er.lns of tba 

means of gl'BCe to om amtbar. 
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Paul. 1D his l.etteJL' to. the Ephaeiea& speaks ccmt:J:ilnaJJy of tbe um.ty 

that is-tbeiro es members o£ Cbrist's ~, t.be Church. lb urges them 

to be eager to mainta:f.n. tbo w:iity of tbe Spir:J.t in tm baDd of peace. 

ThGn ha goeia on to pt>iDi; up tbs natuze a:oo. gram4s .of' th1s w:i1.ty. n:tt 

is a. uuity vhich er-lees fran the t"aat--tbe1.~ is and can be bu.tam bocl¥i 

0lle Sp:J.r-.Lt, ouo hope, one Lord, om :f'alth, c:me baptiBl:il:, an4 cme God."2 

!flwy a.re ell members o£ tbat om bOtq' of' which Christ 1s tha lJaa4 

c.nd tbey aJ."C the IDEd!ibers. Then is am Sp:l.r1t. ~ same Sp1r11; bas 

gLwn them ell life ■ 'Ibis seme Sp1r1t bzrousb.1; each om of' tbem. to f'a:1:th 

C'.nd Jllllde them members o£ this ~. 1'J:l1s Spirit d1Dlls in all tba 

membem. "~ om Spirit.," vr:J.teo tbe 4'90Btle., "en w al1 b0pU.aad :lnto 

om bod;y'. 113 Moreover they haw a:u beau cal.lad to am Jmi;,e. ~ J:mva 

cJ.l beon called to be sainto ot . aoa.. !1h:l.s ce.ll lies produced 1D each om 

the oura hoJ.,e of :J.nbe:dtins eter:iml. lif'e v:J.'th aoa.. Even DOV tbq baw 

the eameB't at the Sp!rit.4 !l!Je;y all ban am Io1'4. Ti:1:1s Iord ms 

bought £ll. of' thE.m with ma~. pzecims bl.ood. L1Jmw1se tbeJ' an all 

slaves e.ua. aubJacta ~ t.bat Lcml. 9lay bava all om f'm:t.b. !lba;y au 

believa tbat for tm aatsa oZ Cbr:La't's aae.th 'tbEQ' baft forgl.VIIDU8 am 
aten:ial. life. !I!Jey bave cma ba.pttem. _, tb1&J bapl;iaD 'tl.bQ' llaft baeD . . 
bolmd tosetber 1D tm sama ccmmmrt; vi:th Cbr1at, 8114 v1tb eaab otbltr. 

2cbar1as _a:,ap., cgn.,,epte.ry cm. !!!!_ Ep:latle !e, tbe Jijpbea:l&Da (Gnml 
lla,p1c1&: ua. B. Btrclmans PUbllshi.Dg co., l954)., P• 203• . 

31 coz,. 12:13. 
, 

~- 1;114. 
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"For as ma.tl3" as ba:V8 been baptized :I.Dto Cbrist, bsva pit on Cbriat. • • • 

Ye are all. om :J.n Obrist Jel!IUS~.;, P.IDeJJy them 1s cme God and D'atbar ~ 

them all,. ,-Ibo :i;ervaaes tbem .alJ.. and abicl.es in them· au. Be it 1s who 

fills ·them ezw. centrol.s tbem. 

These are the great fo.ato that -make tbo ~ of Cbr1st a unit and 

a PCJl'DPUl:!.i;y. Bawaver not all have attatmd to this UD1t1'• ~:re rema:!os 

ye't much to be done w:rtU all reach matm:e manhood- A l.ot oZ sr:ow1Dg up 

m-ol&t be done. Many are yet cb1 l «2ren and need the proper food. The 

members o:r tm Bod;y tbeu must minister ·tm food to om BDOther so that 

tba whole Boey groim up 1n every ~ into H:lm who 1s tbe Blad, into 

Chria'b. Each. member then must :rea.lize the:ti be has a task to do, name~ 

that of hel.pi!J8 ewry other member ,grow 1D J.ova. \iben each member 1a 

m>rld.ug properly, b~ srowth takes place am. the ~ upbu:Ll&i itael:t 

in 1ove.6 

Thia ta.Bk is can-1.ed mt by tho Boa;v- vmn the members in l.ava 1131&ak 

tbe iiruth to 011e a.uotber.7 IJhe tzutb tba.'t. they k:8,-p Nm1ncUng cme 

another o£ 1s that Cbr:l.st Jesus, tmir Hied and :t.ozd, has c11ed for, their 

s1ns aud tlms f'all. etone:nent has . been me.wt. C-ocl has forgl:ven tban. am1 

m.a4e tb:lm iI:I.S ch:l.l.dnm. 1\Y f'atth. in Christ tbey are mm'bers at CiJr.Lat • s 

Boay and msnbers aae of ar&0tber. :m,.,,111g indicated wJml; the M!Dbe~ of 

tbe Bod1' are to do for' 01Ji another Pau1 pzocNda at -.ma ~ to C&ft7 

out his 1'uilat1cm as au Apoat.1.e ancJ 'mern~l" at tl:r& Bac.\v' ~ Cbr.lat. Bl . 

5Ge,l. 3127,28. 

~- 4113-16. 
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beg1Da to speak tbe truth 1n love so tbat "in eftZ7'· ._.!' •tbe E,pheaiaD 

Cllris·i:iimJs U1is1It arm, up into Cbr1st. lit points aut bow the trl.."1.h must 

be: e.pplied to im eve~ si"tiuat10?U3 of lif'e. 

Local. Churcms bave been aarr.y:I.J:lg on t.b1s task tor aentunes. &av­

ever it is a fa.ct t!lut the:re baw often been t:lmes BD1 places 1:d:len these 

Chur~bNB 3hau.J.d have been spaald.ns ·tM, tru.th :Ln love to om anotbar and • 

they did not. ~s is iil"'UG ·toc1a¥. ?-heh oonfusion :w'ffle1 ns in the m1llcls 

of the numbers of Cbr'lst 's ~ abollt, how their Cbr1st1aD :re.1th 1s 

related to tllei::i." uork tlleir recreation., their e:11,!.UOY.)r or employee, their 

ia:I.l;'r, their poJ.itics and the ~ 'tbe7 use their mc>ney end ma:n_y other 

areas aZ Christie.n life. Tw.tre is mu.oh that Ol:mrcbeo should be do1Dg 

f or t bair members ill gtv.J.ng direction and gLtf.clanae conce1mins the mul.ti­

·i;ude of social rel.atiOllS 1n wil:toh tm 1Dd1v1aual members find tbernsel.vas. 

J'J.th'J'~ lilUah hes bemi daDe em miach :Ls be:I.DS dcme, still it seems to 

this 'TIJX"i:ter that pastors m:!d members of J.ocal. Churcl:les mwrt glva nmcb., 

1!10re thought to saae oZ the aoa1al. nlatimis Paul. menticms ~. 

Paul. &peeks ot 1.1JB1J'9' of the. social :relatioDS 1D which Cbriatiaml :t1Dd 

'themae1.ves as :be exho:.;ots and 6111das h1s ccmsrege;t1ans. rt. :1S tbe pm'90N 

:Ln ~ reme1n1nlJ pg.rt of this cbapter to poiDt mt SQl9 ot tba areas or 

.life :to which Paul g:l.ws h:l.s attent1cm. ·TJ:d.s :ts &me~ to ,P01Dt -~ t1:te 

f'act ~t if Paul was "1ll1ng to give gn'1c9anne an4· 1.natt,ac1;1cm in tb!tae 

areas of lite ~tis still tba task of tba l.oaal Cbm'ch toclaiY to do ao OD 

the basiS ot tbe pr.lnc1plaa f'amul in the Ittv !'eataaut. ?Jo~ 1a 

hen mac:1e . to elaborate upon or to ~ these prillc1.ples to arr:, local. 

81-tuatiOD■ 'DJat "W!la1DS tm task of tbs CbuZ'ch 1n tba place. l!' t.be 

C!mrch doe~ :this it ms a.1.re~ SQDB a J.cms 1RQ' aawJi 1iJJa Z'08d. ~IBl'da 
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f'ulf'miDS its soc:Lal. :reapcms1bUJ:ty towaz'da :!:ts cammm1+q. 

B. COmmm1 ca'lii<ms 

!I'l1S pmrel. rule that PeDJ. lap c:1mm ~or 'tbe E.9)Jas1alls 1D that t.hlt¥ 

are to be :':Imitators of God., as beJ.ovad ebil4ren. · Am. valk in lava., as 

Christ l.oved us a.ucl; pve b:trnself' up for us., a f'z'agraut atteril:lg end 

ae.cr:l.f:!.co to C--od. 118 He.v-lll3 ~t up· tb:1s as the pnere.1. pr1nc1.p1.e Ila 

epplic.:s · it to t.be va.n.ous s1tuaticma 1n which tmae Cbr.l.stians :rind 

·i.lJemsel.ws. 

In tbese situe.tiOllS vords m:e vcbene,,d. ~re 1a carnmm1cat1.cm 

eo·' ns; on. Paul. tslJm eep,cially ~Ollt th:l.s. Taey are not to tell lies. 

They c.re not to sJ..ana&tr om auotber. J% tbeir m1gbbor ,l:Jas slanderacl 

them or spoken unk1nr1l;y they are to let h:tm lm0w' that they f'org:lw him as 

God in Cbr1st forsa;v-e ·tbam. !i!le:, ·ma to avoid filtl\Y lengnnp., a:Ul,¥ 

taJ.k e.nd foolish Jeatiug. 9:187 an 1mJ1;ead. to ■peak tbe· truth to ane 

e.nothsr ezw. use words that v1ll help th.air ».1gbbor 1D Cbriat to grow hi 

fa.1th mid .J.O'va. Aud lat tham a;press ·tm1.r Joy by gl.YiDg tbenke ,.9 

In ·l;h:1s· _,- when there are so ~ WOl'aS excbenr,,il between pOople 

CbristiaD& tend to lose s1abt of tbe raaJ. .,.:J.ua of wmds. ~ al'lt 

'banba.:rdecl vitb. 'wzda fraa evwJ' ,stda. We bave a :amltitwJ.e. « ~ of 

cmmom1ostiDS with one another. lal baft nc110., telavu:laa., tel8pbma., 

boaka, manes., maaaz-1.nes., sips., and l.et'tien· BlcauSe or th1II ~, 

~ haw nat g:lftll aer.loaa· · · to tm ••n1:ng ,:,r Goel'• 81A or 

8lb14 • ., 511,2. -
9lb14 • ., 4125.,29,31,33J 514.,6. -
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aptecb. J:t .becams tbe task DOV more tmm evm.- be-roi-e for . tbe JWPbe~ 

of tbo l30cQr to lJelp cma rmotbar to see 3ust vmt 1.be zeal. value of Vords 

is. ibe Cbw:'ch· must ml.p 1w· rnembem to avm.d tbaae ommm1c:at1cms 11111ch 

will nQt edli"y tbe ~., blrt: ratbe~. t.ee.zo it apart. .A4v1ce am, gn14'ance 

must be given ccmcermna s,'lOd literatln'e. .M.vice rm4 SU14BDm nmst ,be 

siwn .concerm.ng radio, tctl.evisicm,.. movies aml pJ.ap • . .A4v1ce an4 gm.&mce 

must be given concemi!lg the. people vitb whaD both Ql.d rm4 JOUDS ahaul4 

sasoe1ate. · Vbiarevei· 'Q-Ol."da are being excbanpt\ em. P(JfflfflJD1 ~ is SOiDg 

on tbere .either SB.tan is at worlt destroyiDG tba Cbr1st1en cammrn1+;s or 

Christ is e.t work tbrauah Bia 1'QADitQrs lm1ld1ng it up. 

c. 1£.bOZ' 

What is seicl abollt cammn1 cat~ 1n pmral 1s applied also·~ 

otbar ~ of life. Paul. .speaks ab011t tbe l.ab0r relations amaag 

Cbriotimls. Slaves are to obq tbeir masters as to Chr.lst, ¥1th fP'dVill, 

as to the Lo:a."d end not to mon~ · Masters are to treat their slaves as 

fellow members of tba BocJN' or Cbri.st .10 D1 h1s .let'ter ·to 'SIJ1 l man Paul. 

elaborates upm W.S 1n even· greater detail. 

Paul also has 8Clll8t.b.1ns to sq about tm PJrpoae of wom. DD tb1ef' 

:la no .lmlpr to steal.. Batber m 1s ,to labor. ID anotbar place Paul 

vn:tes,. "it mv- voul4 IIOt 'fft>X'k ne1tber al:loul4 meat." !L'be naam f'or 

VOZ"k 1s "tbat m DUI¥ be able to gl.va to t11oae 1D me4. 11ll 

lb tmse c:ia_ys ~ Cb:urch 1s f'orce4 to gtve ID01'9 attentim to tm 
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problem of labor relatiODS. ~ members of Cbr1:s1i 's ~ in tbl place 

are· faced with qu.es'ii1cms a.bout unians., st.r:Ur.es., BD4 rel.aticma betvaen 

their tellov. Onr:Lst:lm:I ~r or ~ .. ~ tb.18 1evol. ObZ'iB1i!ams 

e.re rnak1ns deaisicms that e1tmr u:pbu1l4 or tear apaz1o. 'l'bey' also f1D4 

themselves work1.JIB at a job without lmowina 'tf/:q and for what nascm. 

'J:hey- med he1p 1D ~inding goals ana pargose for tbeir 110rk &lso. ~ir 

tell.ow Cbr1.irt1ans eve them the oblisa,'ticm of tb1nk1ng 1lbroagtL with tmn. 

cm the basis of Goel' s Word tbe pro"ble:rls tbey :f'ace. 

D. F81Jliq l19lat1o.Dsh1ps 

Paul has much to .~ about tbe f~ in h1a l.etter to tbe ~siaDa. 

a, tells how Cbristum v.Lws are to ccmsiaer tbe1.r Cbriatiall lmsban4s au4 

huGbauda their wives. a, points 01.1:t :bow Cbristien CDildzen are to e.ct 

to-..rercls ~1.r pa.rents em. vm.t tbe obllsaticm of ·pareuto 1.a towarc1s t.-11" 

children. ~ae relations a.re carr1ed on as maabers or Obrist 's ~ BIid 

hence as l!ISl1bers. auc of 
0

eziat.her.l2 

.Here it beca:aes tbe reapcms1b1lit)r or tm ~ to gl.w gu:tcJance 

a.ud 1nat.ruct1cm concern1.Dg.all tbe mmv varied :r~ reJ..a1;1.onsh1. Dia 

members !lave: an obligation toward QM an.otbe:r in t.be m:ea of sax., 

courtship.,- marr.Lep, divorce, and educaticm. BRe too t.ha7 must speak 

tJ:Je truth .:!Ji love so that :IJ1 ever.r VBiY' 'tbel' m:l.gl:rt grow up :mto B:lm ~ 

1s the Btad, into Cbrist. 
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:s. lfm:Dhip and Art 

Pe.ul., as a Jew, was al.Bo .Pem1l1ar wi·~ tbe beaut1tul. Paalms BZKl 

chau~ used in t.be worship service of the Jew • . Such +,b1ngs Chr:tst1azm 

m:l:sbt well. use 1n tbeir vorship el.so ho feel.e. Bs ureas the ·Cbr:l.aUem 

to ''be f'ill.ed with the Sp:trit, · addressiUB am anotber 1n psalms and J:\ymDfJ 

mid spiri'tual. scmss, s1nf&'na -and meld.Dg mel.odN to tbe- Lord ¥1th all ~ -. 

bee.rt, eJ.~ and tor ever.,t.hing gi:v:tng tbanko in tbe l'l8llle of' our lord 

Jesus Chr:tst t~ God t.1le Father. nJ.3 In his letter to tlJe PhUippians P2ul. 

writes, 11whatover is trua, 'Hhe.tever 1a honorabl.e, wbatever is Just, 

'Uhatevar 1s· pure, whatever is l.owJ.¥ • whatewr is sni,aiouB, 1:f' tmze 1a 

azJ.Y' excell.e!lce, 1:r tmre is a:a.yth1Z1g 'UOrtb:f of' praise, +J::wJk about 'libese 

th;wgs.1114 

Ii'rcm siwh advice ·t.lJe :tocal. Church might well concJ.ucle the.t 1.t oh011la 

ser-lously considar hullll' it m1g1xb um,t aids ouch as music, !Jiynms., poetry, 

pa.intina, erchi tecture e;::id drame. 1n br:Lngl ng the mesaap of tbe truth to 

the menbers of the Bod;r of Obrist. !bre a vast and exceecUngcy rich 

f'1.eld opens up. ~ its very ~gtnn1ns the Cbristum Cb1lrch has been 

tbe Motller a£ · a rich, h1gb.J._v' edif'yiDg 8Zl4 e~ varied cul.ture • 

Toc2a¥ tbere has been e.clded to this fiel4 tbat which is lma'.m as visual 

aids. Tbe Church ~d USG these a1as wherever end vmmver poss1bl.e 

in its wrohip., its architeotuze., tbe :baDes of' 1ta.lllllmben, 1D 11.a 

education program. All this 1s demo so tbat ":I.D every W¥n t.ba B:>dl' 

13Ib1d., 5:19,20• -
14Piau. 4,8. 



26 

might arm,- up into H:lm. wl:lo 1s t.be B'ead, :Into ObZ'1st. 

Ho doubt numy more ccmcl.us:l.cms m1gbt; be clrawn :trmi this ve17 rich 

lotter to the .~o1ans. For 1Datsne, Paul. speaks abou.t how Cbr:l.atians 

are to use their J.eisura ii:!me. These f'ew CCJIIDllnts ha,re ~ scratcl:led 

~ surZace. ~ pin"!)OSe vas, hoalver, ~ to point out t.bat "I.be loca.1 

Church hes au extrema~ varied mid :lm_uone.nt teak to i"ulfill tollards its 

!l?O!!ibers. Altb.ougb. p:ne:i:'S.l.:!.za.ticms azre claaproas, :l.t mvertliel.aaa mw,t 

be ca.id that at, times the Iiltbenm Churcbes be.va been so bua7 :tightillg 

bet·Ues in the · f'ie1cl of .justificaticm tbat 'limy bave l.ost them in the 

correspondi133 f':l.el.d. of eauctificaii:l.on. ~n l"8Q1a1 na ~ battles to ba 

i'oJJGh~ yet tbere. llnportant ao it io to nmember the.ta mm 1a .juatU1ed 

by srsce thro1lsh f'ai"th, it 1s also ~ tllat l:le ba gl.wn gn:IOance 

af£cJ. dhsecticm as to lwli to 11 w out th1a llf'e in Chr1at :tor tbe wel:taze 

end edif'ioo.t:Lan of the Bc:xq' of Cllrist, tbe Cburch. 
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AB tm Church in tl10 place J.oaks about it sees that it does DOt 

ate.1:!.cl aJ.cae. Xt io pert of a J..ars,r f&1'0IIP ot people Jmom aa its ocm­

rmmi ty. Jn th:le camm1n" ty then are WZ'10us problems BZl4 d:1tt1cu1t1eB 

that must be: acJ.'V\?ld. !bze me , · activities tbat 1nnuence the 

thinkiZJS and lives ot tlle people ot tbe Cbllrch ei'ther nep.i;i'V8J.¥ or 

positiveJ.¥. Be:f.'ozo tile Clmrch is able to answar tbe qUes'tian es to wbat 

l'Osponaibility it has to-"8Z"d t!d.s l.al'gar camun1i'..y it must daf'im for 

itself vaat is raeeait by tbe cam~1m1 +;y. rt id.ll haw to be aware o£ ,mat 

the "1arnmro:J ty does mid hov 1 t maintains i 1iself as a oomnn1 +,y. D Will 

have ~~ know· 'llhat it c::m expeat ;rzan tm oanmrn1 ty ~ then it can dec1.cla . . 
1f'.alSl.ii :Lt can ~antri'bute. 

ll1 a. gemra'L Wfq th1B cbap~r a'!£BIP1me ta omm111n1v. lb defims 

the rammmft:, em the ~rumut; iD t.lmt oamm1ty. ~ drm t.b18 it 

ccmtr3sts 'j.ba Cburcl1 With tbiat c.azmnm1+,v os to goa.1.s, mane 811d mo:tivatian. 

A. The r.qmnm1t,y 

~ first tb1Ds 1;hat d:1B1;1nen1 abes aae conmrn1'f\Y ~ anot.bar 1s 

tbe peopls liviug 1D tm comom1ty, "Each l.oca1 comnm1ty mav be 'tbongb+­

or ~ Bil m,,a ot aeleatiaD,: ,c'lrav1.Dg !to :1:tael1' people '!Ila aze P1m11 er iD 

~ and livillS atandarda, .an4 alao aa an ana ~ allarac1ier1•1;1oa, 

~nc:tns tbe ~or oz .~ \dJo live with1.D :Lt an4 aft'eat!llg 'tbe1.r 
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B0(:iDJ. atand1»s• 111 ID a rural. cnmaurn1ty, :tOZ' example, mar~ al1 of tba 

i,eODJ.e ~ be fe.mers vho :baw liwd tben f'or (lml1"a'l;:1.cm8. !i?beir 

atanaard of liv.tns will. be much the aeme DO matter when 7CJU. go 1n 'l"JJat 

camm.mi t,y. !Ihaso ~.Arizations v1l.l in tum e.tteat; the people wbo 

A MiJMlnn·I+.y also h&.G bounclarios. Most books on CJwrch· ac,m1n1a+.rat1.cm 

e:.ud .p1ann:1 ng EiiNss i.h.t f'act. that :l:t :l.s necessar,y- tor a Cbm:ch to defim 

the botuldal~a a£ tm cam::in:n:t ty it w:Lsms to serve. ID a c11i"'J tbe 

boundl!\ri.es ~ be set by ra:Ul.'°24 ·traaks or a ~. J:n· a rural. fll"aa 

it lUa.Y" be Salle a.rea. auah e.s e. towship. At GJl3 rate the 1oca1 Clmrc1l 

lllUS'io decide tJw bOLUldaries of its f!amnm1:ty. 

l·Jhere peOi]l.e e.:re gatbored 1n a CCIDiJDJD1'ty 1t is mcesser-.,f thaii 

certain ~s bo fol.J.owod that t.be oamornity might ma1nta:lD itself'. 

F'BnCC! tbere is us~ lf:l.th:tn tl:lc cO'iJUlm1ty saae sort of sovenmmit to 

euf'orce am1 supc.trvise tbose laws and resu.J,atiaas. .niat 1d3at tba flmctiODB 

of th:la e;overmnt ere 'td.ll. be e:xan1wri in more detail bel.ov. 

One f'inal. mark of: a. ~ormimty 19t to be- CODSi<1f,red is its p-manenca. 

Lack oZ parmamnce cm thcl= pa.rt ~ zesidents mstroys tbs cmrmm1"'1'• ~ 

people he.va m obligations and ~ l.11-tla or m 1Dtenst 1D the 

pec,pJ.e 1D this 19QD'fflan1-:-;y,. A typical. ll1Pdem dzq ,.xampla ~ a srat1P or 

peOple sa,thered :lD om place vbo me 191; not a ccrmnn1'ty :la t.be trailer 

COl1r'ts of our land. &:re people cane and So Wl'7 rapidly 8114 Nldan is 

it possib1e to esi-.abl:Jsb au_v- oense of commrn:fty. 

What w:1.11 tbe Cburch l.ook fQr :lD its camoan1tyl A group ~ people 

~ :a. Ieiffar, 2:!!!, Ettecrt.:l:v~. ~ Clburcl:a (an, YOl'k aal 
Bubv"llle1 .Ab1n9'oo-calroabury P%-eas, J9li9J; P• 4§. 
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with a1m11ar "'backgroumJs and llv1Dg s~ pe:mamnt.1,1' aettlecl cmd 

ngulated b.Y sano type ~ sovermont apera't:lDg Witb1D tm bcnmdaries or 

this comm:i t.y. at th.1.a ca:mmm1-ty- the local Cbmrch vill ask, lrihat 1a 

our eocial ·respc:msibilltyT 

n. Orl..gin or Ccmrom:fty 

this et?DiJDm·ity, Y.i.th tl1e markG oi" a ccmmrn1't1° es c1ef'1md above, 1a lilCD!­

thing that Juat happem to be. Is tile ca:mmn11zy' _mere~ ·•a erou,p of 

peop:Le who-esaoc:i.e.tct for pranotirJg ·seli-iatetest or '(!Z'OU.P :lnto.restt112 

Or may :tt. be ea.id t.ba:t the ccimrnrn1ty- 1a more 'tban t.bis, tbat. it 1s 

actuel..l;y a p a:L"'G of God' a v.Ul and creation! 

I;.1.tber we def':lnitel:, or tbe latter op:ln1on. Jn canmezrtiDg upon 

~ elm 82:J. :be writes, 

Obcerve tba.t he (Psalmiot) ca.1.1.s all f"CIJl7DJD1t:les or ~ 
aaaanblieo :,tbe ccmaresaticm of Goel," because tbrly' m-. Gad 's ovn, 
mid F.e a.cceptr:, them 8B RI.IP OHD wr.k, Ju.at ao (Jcmah 3:3) Ba calls 
lf:f.mwh 0 a city- of aoa.." For Ht !las IDIM!Je, &D!. malma, all 
ocmma:n1t:tes. De still. brin(pa tbam. toge+:mr, f'aecls tbfD. l.ets tbaD 

• grow, blesses mw. pzeoervaa tbam, gives tmm f'ial4s and meadalrs, 
cattJ.e, ·eter, a:1.r,. sun and 11100D., em~ t)ley Jmva, nan 
bor1iY mx1. lii"e, cs it 1a vn:tten (aen. 1:29 ). 113 

God. v:lll.s tm.t 'tbezo ba a oamnar,:Sty wtlez:e ~ liw toptmr :1D 

humo.D;y azx1. cmcord. !i:Jlftrver ea tblt Clmrch l.oo1m at tba camam1"ty Gld 

the pcopl.e in tm comnm1ty it is avan at om t.1d.Ds that WPJ&Jly :la 

2Joaeph B'al'Ol1'tun1aD, "Dia Pal'SCID 1D 1ihlt Ccmmrn1_," !1!!, Clmrch g 
Soc1a1. Raspansibili;tY, edited by J. Bicbal'd Spann (Bev York am! 
liaabv1lle1 Abi»§Jon•C0kaabur7 Pnsa, 0.1953), P• i.e. 

~ IMtbltr, "~ &a," t.nmtlatad 'b7 c. JI_. Jaooba, bl'tbllr'a 
---• XIII( edf:tecl by iJaros1a'v' .,1Jren (St. Laa:IJII CODoorclia·P11bJ1•fif:ng 
Bawle, l956J,; P• 46. 
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09erl.ooked by soaiologLBts and soc1a1. p1 om,1ng gr011pB. 9lat 1s that tbe 

dev'U. is at. w.orlt 1D ·tlla commrn1+.y. . "!!!be 8Dll. ana. SoBJ. ~ -tbe ensm;r's 1l0l'k 

:ls· dee.th, disorder, evil, ~e"trlu$1c:m. This 1s cni&mt in bath. 1nd1v1chlal 

and frl'OU.P :relat:!.onah:l.ps. " ~ 

:tt is beam.me of th:Ls opposition o£ the devil that God has el"eate<l . . 
such a thins es save~ eDd order vlthirl the commm1v to mainta:!.u 

thf: cmmn1n1·:~y-. 'l!:le c11eeted oroers a.re part; and pazceJ. or God'o ~c 

w-~osion ~J.Dst the devil. e.ud one of the most etto~ve of these 

orders is .go,,--ernment. Illtber v1v1c:tq describes this in :J.ia com,ents on 

PseJ.m l:e. Ii?, points out ~~ govermient is IleCEIBS&T.'3" end vl'J.Y'. arq t.boilahtG 

a'bm,t rw.illg and m.aint.ain1ng a oon,nrnity by ms.m or tbe Gospe1 Bl.om 1s 

m.posaibJ.e. 

!I.!wref'01--e 1 •1:; is out ot ~ question tbat them should be a canmcm 
Cbristirm gaverment owr tbe ·wlJ0le tmrld., fJlfl:y 8ftD OV&1' am lan4 
or ~~ of peaple, since tbe lr'"icked.· alwa.ys outnumber t.be BOC>d• 
l!lnce ~ man who would ventu:m to govem au cmtin cowrtr,y- or tm 
~,orl.d tr.I. th the gospel. voul.cl be _like a sbap]JeZ'd who shoul4 place 
in oue ;eol.d 1i\ll.ves, lions, o~s and slJeep together ad let tba:1 
mingle ,-:i.th one e.notber ~ and sfq, Be1p yoursel.ws, and be 
good. mid pea.a:et\11. amans ~1,re~,; tbe f'old is open, t.be:re is 
plenty at f'ood; haw no f'ea.r or aase ar,il_ clubs. '!be ameep, ·for­
soo-i:.h, wuUJ.d keep tbe peace EmG. ~ aUov t.bemselves to be f'ed 
and govor.ned in peace, but tbey ~ not live l.gngJ nor wul.d BlJY' 
1!9aat keep fiUlmoJ.eatmg anotber.j . 

C-overment :Ls a c1')Bt:!.on at C-od and is absolut.e1¥ necea&m:7 1D 't.h1s 

worl.4 if a ca:rmu»1-ty ia to be ma.:1Dta.1md. ™a is true becsuae ~ tbs 

wriJ fact tba-t all men a:m eirmrs and cb:tlcll'en a,t satazi. .El.ton ~blood 

1'Easar M. Ce.rlsan., ~ Oburch e.na. t.be Public CQDscSanoa 
(Pbil~e],pbie: Mnb1enbe~Pnss, J9J'gl, p. §4. 

%m-tin bltller., "Secular ..Autbority: !to 1IIJat extent it sbonld be 
obe1ed (3.523 )., u \t1onta 9£ 1-llrtiD Lu'blJar. III., tramlate4 by J • J • Sob1nc7el 
(Pb1l ec"elpb1a1 A. J. li>lman r,taipqr .mid tbe cutae Pmsa, n .. 4. ), :P• ~. 
Blmtafl;er tlr1s w.lll be referred to aa "Sacmlar Jmthmi,ty." 
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makes th1s f'act the argument :ror a umocracy. Bia vrs.tes tbat 

tbe most pro.tOUDc1 argument :ror clGmocraa;y is tbe real1zat1cm, 
flmcJmo~ Biblical. 1D OZ'1gl.D1 that tba love of power is ao 
pervasiva and so 1Dord1Date tbat democracy, vhich means a s:,utem 
of IID1tue.l. checks, eve11 upcm tbe rul.er, 1a tba cml1' &l.tema1i1w to 
1D.just1ce mid oppression. ••• Damoomay is mceaa1tated 'b;y tba 
f'act that all men BZ'Q s:!Jmers,; :I. t :Ls me.cJa :possible 'b;y 'tJ:la :ract that 
·we know :i:t. 6 

Whetber cme oan asree with Truebl.ood t.!lat Democracy is tbe cml1' 

oJ.terne.tiva to 1n.1ustiee and oppreaa:Lcm is om tb:Lng. B'cMrlar it :La 

:important to realize that IPffltZ'DJIODt of sane sort is 'the cml1' &l.tel'll&tiw 

to opi,reoaicm and iDJustice. This :La deftm.tely a Biblical. tee.cb1ng~ 

1'llo Bible meJms it quite clear tbat gowzment is tran. God and acaord1Dg 

·i;o His will. "lat ewry person be subJect to tm govarrdl:lg mitborities. 

For tbe2."0 1s no authority except :trcm God, and tbosa tbat exist haw been 

im:Jtituted by God (Ran. 1311)." Aud~, "a, subJact :ror the Iozd'a 

sc...~ to ew17 human 1Dst1tut:Lcm, wbetl:ler it be to tba ampazor as supnme, 

or to gowl'DOZ'S as sent 'b1' h:lm to pulli&h tbose who do Vl"OIJS and to pm.ise 

those v".40 do ri(&ht (1 Pet. 21131 14). n 

c. Tm J'Wlctian of Goverment 

!l1JJe B1bl.a cuWma 'tJ:la f'wlctiona of govezmant. ID cJatem1mDS tba 

trm f'UDcticm of gcmt1'11DeDt 1D a cmamm1+vr it 1a w1l tbat vtat tba Bible 

sap be ccmaiclezed. Peaaapa tbat app:q an as :rallaw81 Gen. l.411'J 

1 Sam. 15:33J 1 IC':lllgB l.8140J ua.tt. 22al5-22J 1m. 1311-TJ .Aota 10:34f'.J 

8:30, 131l2J 1 eor. 10:3J l2:13J 1110; 1 !l'im. 2:1-BJ 414; 1 Fat. 2113-11, 

Paalm ae. 

6m.tcm ~blo04, J'Omulatiolla :ror Rllacmat.Naticm (BeV Yark& Harper 
Brothers, ]946), P• 108. -


