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CHAPTER I
THE CHURCH AID SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
~A. Introduction: Objectives of the Study

Io any giver coumanity there are problems and difficulties thet in
one way or cnother moke it impoessible or difficult for all or certein
merbers of that commmity to live life to the fullest. For example, 2
conmunity noy swiddenly be facod with an iafinx of populstion. From this
mey develop crowded living condltions, problems of sanitetion, education,
recrection and poverty. The pro‘bléns vary fron camunity to coummmity.
Iowever the very fect that such problems erice places & responsibility
upon the neople in that commmiliity to atbempt to find a solution.

This otudy etvteapts to atu-bl:l.sh if o Christlan congregation, the
Curch of Christ in this place, has auny responsibility towards the
caommunity in which it finde itself es that cammmnity tries to solve its
verious sociel problems. In doing this the ctudy cims primerily ot
definitions of the churehendthe;:ummityandtbetasks, goals end
motivation of both. On the besis of these definitions it strives to set
forth certein prineiples that a local Clmrch and its leaders might use
as they seriously consider the various social problems in their cammnity.

B. Limitetions of the Study

This study is concerned not primarily with the social ethics of the

individual Christian. The study is concerned with the local Clmreh, or
what 15 caumonly called tho congregetion. Hence wien speaking of the
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Cimrch & real and concrote group of pecple, Chrlgitlans, are conceived.

When ppecking of the commnity, the author hes in mind first and
privarily the fmericen commmity, the local commnity in the United
States. This iec done becemse it is the only type of commnity with which
ke is ecqgualnted end hence he hepitetes to think or wrilte of eny other
port of ths vorld. However, many of the things seid ebout the Church
end 'bhc _cmmmit:; are applieeble in gther places.

Finally, i< one adaits that the local Chureh bas some responsibility
towards its communlty oa -the social nlone, sone sort of progranm will heve
to be initiated. Bince thic is sanething only local situations can fully
decide no attenpt is made to sy definitely.bhow principles are to take {
concrete form. The ctudy only ottempts to errive at such definitions
aad principles that will lead to such ecéion. It ettempts to determine
whether or not the Church has auy social responsibility towards its
coamunity, and if go, what that 1ls.

C. Orgenizeticn of the Study

I arriving abt some cmclusiansthsfollw;mgproceém'ei used.
Firct the Seriptural doctrine of the Church is ezanined. The Church is
defined with special interest given to the Church in the place. This
local Churchk is viewed &8s a commnity.

Since the local Clurch is & commnity one mwst ask how this Church

becares such and how 1t maintains its commmity. Chapter Three is given
0 discussing this on the basis, primarily, of St. Paul's letter to the

Ipheslang.
With this acccuplished the study turns to the commmity surrcunding
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the local Church. IHDsre too certein definitions must be found. The study
'hherefqre defines & community and indicetes in Chapter Four how the
communlty maintains itself as o commmity. Then it contrasts the local
Chureh-with the cormmity surrounding as ©o goals, meens end mobivation.

The f£inel cheapter attempis to:draw some conclusions fron the ebove
definitions.

References used in the blbllography of this study were teken prins=-
rily fron the Pritzlaff Meworiel Librery of Concordis Seminery, St. Louis,

Missouri.
D. Historical Background

Iaterest in the soclal aspects of the Church's doctrine and life
wos revived in the eerly nineteenth century in the Unlted States. The
movement lmown es "the Soeial Gospel" stems fram the theologieczl and
philosophical views of Schlelermacher and.Ritschl. This m acconpanied
by the greeb migration of peoples and en expending fmerican and world
frontier. It grew emagzingly in the late nineteenth and eerly twentleth
centuries. 7

The philosophical principles of the soclal goape_l were fqmﬂ.a.tad
largely by ecadsmic theologiens. Among the more familiar of the leaders
wvere Washington Gladden, Waltser Rauschenbusch, Shaller lMathews, Charles
A. Ellwood, and E. Stanley Jones. The object of this social salvation
vas the rebirth of society through change of the soclal oxder by mass

or group action. It hoped to apply the teachings of Christ to both
social and individusl morelity. The extreme exponents made little
reference to the need of the individual to be reconciled to God through
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grece; by falth in Christ Jesus and elso little reference to the regener-
ative work of the Holy Spirit in individuals. For many it wes essentially
a this-vorldly gospel of works attempting o esteblish the Kingdom of CGod
on earth.t

The end was concelved to be the creation of e world of sociel
Justice, peace, brotherhcod end plenty. The true social order envisioned
was that in wvhich &ll are living in fellouwshlp and love. This will
result only vhen the Kingdon of God, or the reiga of love is found iz all,
human affeirs. Hence they felt 1% ncecessary 4o Jjudge every economic,
gocial or political system by the meagure in widch it hinders or fecili-
totes the free growth of persons end of fellowskip, mutual love and trust
among then .=

The social gospel fiourished especlelly exong the Isthodists,
Bapbtiots, Congregationalists, Uniterlens, and Episcopalians. These
groupe hove thelr Socisl Sowvice coamuissions, 0 issue litersturs and
undersele instructlion in the varicus scclael problens within the churches.
As an exomple of the sort of thing these groups sald and dld the Methodist
Courch edopbed the following sociel creed in 1912.

We stend for eguel rights and couplete Jusbice for all men in all

stetions of life; for the principle of conciliztion and arbitration

in indugtriel dissensions; for the protection of the worker from

dangerous machinery, occupation disesses, injuries, and mortelity;

for the ebolition of chlld labor; for such regulations of the

conditions of lebor for women 2s shall sefegusxd the physical and
morel health of the commmity; for the suppression of the "sweating

1john Deniel, Jr., "Sociel Gospel,” Lutheran &, adited by
Drvin L. Lueker (St. Ioulss Concordie Publishing House, 1954),
ppe 967-089.

25. H. Oldusm snd W. A. Visser 'T Hooft, The Church end Tts Funciion
In Soclety (Chicego & New Yorks Willett, Clerk & Co., 1937), Dp. AJLEE.
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systen”; for the gradusl end reasoncble reduction of the hours of

labor vo the lowest practical point, with work for ell; for the

degree of leipure for all vhich ie the conditiom of the higasst

hunen life; for e release fron employnent cne day in seveny for a

liviag wege in every industry; for the highest wege thet ezch

industry can afford and for the moat equlteble division of the
products of indusbry thot can uwltimeiely be devieed for the recog-
nition of the Colden Rule cnd the mind of Christ as ‘the supreme
lewr of soclety and the sure remedy for 21l soclel ills.3

The sociel gospel movement conbilmucd Lo grow in the ecarly twentisth
century, but elready before World War II it begen to declive. It seemed
to be inedeguate in the serlous testing of Wozrld VWar I and the world-wide
deprassion. Iu nore recant years Reilnhold Niebubhr hag largely repudisted
the extremes of the Scoial Gospel end has rejected most of it.” Hovever
the novenent has not died by eny meens. It continmes stroag in most of
the Church bodice mentiocned abovea.

The Iavtheran Churchk hes, for the most part, meintained a quietistic
attitude towerd scxe soclal questions. It has, however, cazried on
cxtensive welfare and soclel ectivities through such egencies as the
Assoclobed Tutheran Cherities, a Board of Social Iiissions in the U.L.C.,
the Boards of Charities and Christian Social Action im the A.L.C., the
Hationel Iatheran Council, end in mmmerocus cougregetions on the local
level.?

Yet there remains much for the Clmrch of Jesus Chrdist to do, zmch
for it to say. It must face the soclal problems in its 'daar for these

probleme do affect the people of the Church in one way or another end do

3p. E. Maysr, The Beliglous Bodles of Americe (St. Iouis: Coucordia
Publishing House, 195%),; D» 300.

"mnj.al, op. eit., p. 988.
2Ibid.
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Play thelr part in hindering the messegs of the Cospel the Church hes
been commiselcned to procleim. The Church must leara and help its
members to leeran vwhat 1t truly means to "love thy neighbor as thyself."
This critieisa mist rest upon the conscience of the Church: “Christendom
is full of oltors upon which the death of Christ is celebrated daily, and
of pulpits from vhich the stoning decth of Christ is preached every week,
but from wikich has caue no stimulus to change t'.lcn'::l.ei;;r.“6

GJ'ah:_g C. Bemnett, Sociel Selvation (Hew Yorik: Cherles Seribner's
Sons, 1948), p. 93.




CHAPTER II
THE LOCAL CONCGRECGATION

There has been much misunderstending on the part of Church lesders
when they speak ebout the pary thaet tha @ris'biancmrchistoplay_in
eolving the multitude of social problems of our dey. Much of the diffi-
culty has erisen becouse such lesaders and those who follow them are
uncertain both of whet the Christlan Church really is and then what is
the tesk of the Clhmreh in the world. IHence before eny answers to
guestions ebout the Church's socinl responsibility cen be found it will
be necesoary to define once again the Church end its tesk, especially as
thils tack ic carried cut on the lewvel of the local congregation.

For the purpose of ¢his thesis three arees are exemined in arriving
et a definition of the Clmrch end its baslc unit, the local congregation.
To begin with the Church is described in general terms. Then thls
definition is focused upon the local congregation esking when the local
congregation iz the Church. Finally the locel cougregation isc considered
as & cammnity, & group of people at one with one another. This leads
over into the next chepter and the considerstion of the tesks of this
commnity.

A. f‘Tha Church

When the history of the tem "Church" is considered 1t becanes an
cimost impossible tesk to give eny sebtisfactory definition of the word.
given. Opinions :

So much has been written. 8o
CONCORDIA SEMINARY

LIBRARY

sT. Louls 5, MO.
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hove vericd comegldercbly. How cen anyone arrive at a satisfactory
definition? Yet perheps it ic a mistake cven to comsider history vhen
trying to define the Church. This must be left to the historion and the
sociologist. Rather than esk wvhat the Clunrch hes been it seens wiser
o ask what the Church wes meent to be. To £ind the answer to this
question 1t ic necessery TO ask Him who created the Charch vhat Hs neant
1% o be. This One 1s God and Cod cpeels through His.Word; heance for e
definition of the Church it is necessary to turn to Cod's Word, the Holy
Seripbures. As obvious as this sounds to the Lutheren Christion it ie
vevertheless Important o realize froan the ocutset that any definition
et cone fron this source. This must be enphesized because the Church
hag oo of'ten been defined as e soclological or historical nphencuenon.
It iz both, but this does not meen that such & phencmenon ls that wvhich
CGod hag willed. Only cs the Church is the Church described in the Ditle
is it the Cihmrch of Chrict at all.

Lotually the definition of the Clmrch is very simple, so simple in
fact that Luther could write in the Sualcald Avticles, “For thenk God, &
child seven years old knows vhat the Church is, nemely, the holy believers
endl lewbs who heer the voice of their Shopherd.”™ On the basis of this
definition 1t at once becames evident wko is involved, nemely lembs and
their Shepherd; the believers and Christ. His lambs are all those who
have heard #is voice and followed Him. OFf course this statement is based
upon Jesus' familier discourse in John 10:27=30:

1"ameleald Articles,” Triglot Concordie: The Symbolical Dooks of
the Ev. luthoran Chmrch (St. Lonis: Concordie Publishing House, 1921),
Do h99.
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My Sheep hear my volce, and I know them, and they follow me; and I

give then cternzl life, and they shell never perish, end no ons

shall snatch them out of my hand. My Fether, who.basg given them to
me, is greater than all, and no one is eble to sreateh them out of
the Fathor's hand. I and the Father ave one.

The' Sheep~Shepherd pic'mm. is, however; only one of .2 muzber of
plctures that the Blble uses in describing end defining the Church.
Other Tiguves used include the Church as Christ's Body, the Church as the
Temple of Cod, the Church es Christ's Dride, the Charch as the Feaily of
God end the Clureh as the People or Hation of God.2 These variocus
enalogies suguest & besic truth sbout the Church. The Church is people
intimately relebed to CGod.

The intimote relation betiween God and men that Adam kmew in the
Carden of NIden has been broken end destiroyed by sin. Thaere is & well of
division between (od and men. Man is spiritually deed.3 More than that
he is &bt war with Cod.' The gloricus news of the Gospel is that God did
not in turn wege war with man. FRathsr Cod loved the world end gave His
only Son into deaith o suffer and die for the sins of the entire inman
race. Wiocever believes this has Cod's forgiveness and wilth thst for-
glveness, everlasting life.’ Feith to believe this is, however, a gift
of Cod. It 1s Cod the Holy Spirit vho must raise the spiritually desad

+0 life. This He does through the preaching of the Gospel. Through

aﬂph. 1:23; 2:19-22; 5:23-27; Rom. 12:4-12; Col. 1:18; 1 Cor. 12;
2 Cor. 63:16.

3Eph. 2:1.
boor, 1:21.
5Ja. 3:16-18; 5:2%.
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this power of God men are brought to £aith in Christ es their Ssvior.6
By such & personal faith they becoms members of the holy Christian Church.

Returning then to the figures mentionsd sbove it can be ssen from
them just how close and intimote e-relation God has established with His
Church. The relatlon is ac close as that of ths parts of an organisas
“he Ciharch is Carist's Body. The relation 1s as intimate as merriage:
The Chuvrch is ths Brids of Christ. The Church can epproach God as
feariecsly es litlle children do their de=sur Father: The Church is the
Family of Cod. The Church 1s as secure es e nation ruled and protected
by en invincible and all-loving moparch: The Church is the Paople of
God. T

5o 1t 1s that God hes restored to His Church that intimate relation
that Adem knew in Blen. This has been done through Christ. In fact the
Church is Christ, for the Church is Christ's Body end vhere His Body is
there He is elzo present with her, meetlng her on earth.B

With Luther then the Christian confesses his belief in the Christian
Chureh.

I believe that there ic upon eairth a litile holy group and congre=
getion of pure sainis, under one head, even Christ, colled together

6n. 3:6; Eph. 2:5,6;3 1 Cor. 12:3; Jes. 1:8; Rom. 1:16.

Tc1lifford L. Stanley, “The Church, in but not of the Church,"
Chrigtion Faith end Sociel Action, edited by John A. Hutchison (New York
and London: .Charlss Scribner's Sons, ©.1953),; D 57,

84nders Kyeren, "Corpus Christi,” This is the Church, edited by
Anders Nygren, translsted by Cerl C. Resmussen (Fhiladelphis: Muhlenberg
Press, 1952), Pe 10,
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by the Holy Chogt in one faith, one mind end understanding, wi
menlfold gifte, yet egreeing in love, without sects or schisas.
B. The Church in the Place

The Church consists of all who are bound to Christ as their Head,
their Loxd, their Shepherd by faith in His vieorious ctonesent. Bub
faith is e watter of the heart and cennot be seen by mon. [Hence sane
hove referred ©o the Church e being invisible. Must the Church, however,
renaln invisible? Or can the Church be seen ond heard?

The Lutheran Churclk confesses that the Chawrch is tengible. lNoreover
it can Lo ldentified Ly certaln merks. The Augsburg Confecsion states
thot "the Church is the congregation of eaints, in which the Cospel is
rightly taught ond the Sscraments ere rightly edministered.”0 e
foology glves the marks of tThe Chureh cs the pure doctrine of the Gospel
ond the Sacremente. Thls Church, it sgys, is properly the pillar of
truth.t Fdger Corlson, in interpreting Iuther's doctrine of the Church,
writes, "In the proclomation of the gospel the Church becames visible.. « .
For Ia.ﬁ:.her the gospel is the essential end crective clement in the Church.
The Word and the Sacramzente constitute its indispenseble merks."12

JMertin Luther, "The Large Cotechism,” Triglot Concordia: The
o:l.icaJ.BooksoftheEv. Inthemmmrch(st.mu:la:coneo:ﬂia
Publishing touse, 1921), D. &91.

10 paggburg Confession,” Triglot Concordie: The Symbolical Books of
the Ev. Luthersn Church (st. louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1921),
De

11“Agoloy of the Augsburg Confession, "Triglot Concordia: The
Synbolicel Books of the Ev. Lutheren Church (St. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1921), Pe 233,

12p3gar M. Carlson, The Church end the Public Comscience (Philedelphia:
Muhlenberg P:ass, 1956): D. k. |
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This gospel is procloimed and the sacraments are administered in
certein places. Thus to find the Clhmurch one must look to the congre=-
@aﬁon or gethering of those men eand women who confess the Lord Jesus
Chrisgt and gether to teach the Gospel and edniniloter the sacraments.
Pieper thus defines & Christien congregebion as “the essembly of believers
who congregate sbout Word end Sacrament et & perticular place.”3

Thig ie the predoninate note in the New Testement. The word for
“"Church” in the original Few Testoment Greek is { klﬂnﬂlg o« This word
originally referred simply to.a gethering or an assexmbly, gathered aud
egserbled for auny nuber of reasons. It often referred to en assenbly of
citlizens regularly convensd. In Acts even the mob at Ephesus is celled
e.n,l'k Ka‘lut'& « The towa clerk of Eghesus called the courts the reguler
CxKANgR . o also dlmaisced the gathering which is called dNmlngdv.l*

More specifically, hovever, KK AnedR refers to & group of
Chrigtiens in the Hew Testemend, gethered in a specific local for the
purposes of worshin, adninistering the sacramenis, rebuking and exhorting
one enother. Jesus refers to those gathered in His neme es the ilﬂdvnn’l..
The book of Acts is full of references to these Clmrches. It speaks of
the Church in Jeruselem, in Judsa, Calilee, Semarie, Antioch, Syria,
Cilicia, Cacsaree, Ephesus.l5 Paul greets the Church in the house of
Prisca end Aquila; also the Church in Corinth. Le teackes the ways of
Christ in every Church. @He seys it is shameful for women to talk in the

13prencis Pieper, Curistien Dogmetics, tramslated by Walter W. F.
Albrecht (8t. Louis: Concordie Publishing souse, 1953), IiI, 421.

Lincts 19:32,39,4.
1oMatt. 18:15-20; Acte 5:11; 11:22,26; 153,415 18:22; 20:17.
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Church. He feels he robbed other Churchss by accepting sup:port from the
Corinthians. And so it contimues. Reference is made by Hew Testament
vriters to the Church or the ILaodlceans, the Thessaeloniens, the Churches
in Smyrna, Pergamm, Thystire, Sardis, Philadelphia.l® In neerly every
inptence the New Testamenb, when using the term EMMANRA, 1s referring
to people 1n a particular place and in very concrete situetions.

There is such z thing as the Universel Church and some £ind 1%
helpful to refer to the Invisible Church. Yet, however useful this may
be; when looking for euswers as to what the tasks of ths Church are,
mast give primary coneiderzstlion to the locel visible congregatica. Here
all theories nust beetmes coucretie, for here CGod coufronts resl 1201, with
real sing, in real situations. Here real men respond in concrete ways to
the preaching of the Gospel end the adminigirebing of the Sacrements.
Thig ic only remaining true to the spirit of the New Testement.

Ce The Church as a Community

Tme far the Church hes been defined as ell those people in the
world in whom the Holy Spirit has worked faith that for Christ's seke
their sins are forgiven. This emphesizes that the intimate relation
originally planned by CGod between Himself and man hes been restored in
Christ. Those who believe in Christ are God's people, God's femily,
Christ's bride, Christ's Body. In this sense they are properly called
the Church. Furthemore this Church is visbile. It can be seen in
specific places and is composed of people who gather in these places to

" A6Rom, 16343 2 Cor. 13:1; 11:8; 1 Cor. 4:17; 1%:34; 1 Thess. 1:l;
Rev. 2:1.




ik
speek the Gospel to one enother end to administer the Sacramente.
One more espect of the Church must be stressed for the purposes of
this paper. The Church is properly a community. The believers in Christ
vho gather in a plece to preach the Cospel end adninister the Sacraments

are 2t the seme time members one of ancther. They are in the true saense |
& comnmnidy, 2 people at one with op= a:ucbhez'.

The Church is a fellowship end e body; the fellowship of Christ end

thz body of Chriet. Beceuse of this fact the individuals of the

Clurch axe more then what they malonelud.indivim:ally end the

c!:mre.zicmomthzmthemtotalo?inﬂiviﬁualu

Failure wo recognize this has led to much confusion sbout the meaning
of the Church. There ave tuo coxmnon definitions which parb].ar or com-
pletely bypese this emphesis. The one is often found among Protestants
and the other ip that of the Roman Cethiolic Church.

mnaldnwliazson;nanessaymthesocialmiswufthalclmrch
defines the Church es follows: "The Church of Christ is essentially a
body of disciples wiio are inspired by their experience of God in Christ
to share Jesus' convictions ebout God and thus to reproduce his ethical
velues in their fellowchip."l8

Although such a definition may be accepteblé, there is thu danger
thet too mich emphesis be pleced upon the individusl. Carlson would tims
call thip a misteken concept of Vhe Church. Ha describes in detell a

camon misteken comcept current cmong theologiens end writers. For them

1TR. R. Caemmerer, The Church in the World (St. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 19‘»93, P. 6.

18poneld . Rowlingson, "lew Testament Sources of the Social
Ministry of the Church," The Church and Social Rssponsibility, edited by
Je Ii:lol):ard .Spann (New York and leshviiles: Abinaﬂm-cohasbu:w Press,
€e1953); -Pe 35,

’ :
!
i " |
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‘the: Chureh is

e body of individuals vho believe alike with regard to Christ, or

vio heve shared o similer experience in relation to hin. The agree-

mant mey be found at the level of emotion and feeling or 2t tha
level of doctrine, or even et the level of & kind of working phi-
losophy. « Whalt 1s required of <those who would join the church is
either a testimony of saving faith, subscripition to certain
doctrines, oxr a rezdiness to act on the basis of working phi-
logophy which characterizes 1ts present memnbershipn.

The emphasis in such & definiticn is upon the individupl. This
individual has hed en expericnce of Cod in Christ or believes a particular
Thing ebout Christ. Ie finds that it is for his own good end the welfare
of those he would serve that he gather together with others who share his
convictions. Actually such a dafinltion may be defended. Nevertheless
vhe emphasis remains upon the individual end the Churech is likely to be
thought of es no more than the scum total of these individusls.

The Romen Catholic Church on the other hand, defines the Church es a
body of men united together by thelr profession of the seme Christian
felth, and participation in the seme sacraments. This body is governed
by lawful pastors, more especially the Roman Fontiff, the sole Vicar of
Christ on earth.20

This makes apostolic succession more importent than the Apostles'
doctrine. It gives the hierarchy suthority that is not derived from the
content of the Cospel, but from their interpretation of the "office of
the keys." The pricsthood is the importent thing end without it the

Church cennot exist. The emphasis upon the commmity of believers is

]smrm, On. cito, Pe 42,

20g, H. Joyce, "The Church,”
(New York: Robert Appleton Co., 19&')',_'131; %ﬂ%
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conpletely missing.

What God wills in the Church ig not mere ualty. The Church is not
eimply & group of individuals with o camzon belief end purpose. Nor is
the Church glmply & group of men who cre under the governence of lewful
pestors. “Whet God wille . . . i8 not mere unity, but commmity."2h

The Chwreh i o fellowship in Christ. fue program of redemption In

Christ was one by vilch Cod cdepigaed to gather all together into one

in Chrigt. That redemption took awey whatever was between men and

Cod and kence ell thet vas between men ond nens thereby Jew and

Centile became of the seme sonship, the same body, the seme fellow-

ship, one femlly of CGod in Christ. Henes o bond and Gle exist

betueer the individuels of the Christicu Church, the bond of love
and pecce waich 1o established by Cospel and Sacrament. Thet bond
demonstrates itself not only in a general way, but practically and
actively; in the overcoming of the flesh end world; in the exercise
of Christlen love in the practical relations of life in general end
in verious Chrxistlan callings in particular. This bond end fellow-
ship of the faith is the power which reaches out ©o the help of the

Christian brother.22

Thig eoncept of union Letween merbers of the Cimrch is eloguently
deccribed in the concept of the body of Christ. According to Christ this
was thc great goal of the Atonement--that they all be ons. The members
of the body of Christ are, therefore, "the people in vhom Christ dwells
and over whon ik is Lord and people thereby related to each other so thet
they chore the same life principle and mutusl coucern.”23

Frog this it ic evident thet it is impossible to be a Christian and
gtill be an ebsolute individuaelist. Uhat is the interest of the Church
mst be the interest of ‘the member. To be a Christian, therefore, in the

fullest sence, & Christian must be o member of a Christian commmity, a

2lyoun A. Meckay, Cod's Order (New York: Maemillen Co., 1953), p. 63.
Ecmmrer‘ Ops _e_i;b_-, 2 1 6’ Te
23&1&-, De Te
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member of o Church. In the Church the Christlan finds that true coammmity
willed by Cod. Here ic the only plece where men, united to God by the
indwelling of Christ's Spirit, are devoted to the business of loving one
enother.2%

Three points, then, bave been empuasized in ths definition of ths
Cmveh. The Church is the creation of God's Spirit and 1s canposed of
all in vhon He hog worked faith in the vicaricus atoneuent of Christ.
This Cnrch becones visivio in thet place where the Gospel ie taught and
the Sscraments are adminlsgtered. Those who gobther in this place do so
beceuse they ore members of Christ's Body and therefore members of one
another. As such they seek to create that commnity that God wills in
Christ. This task of conbtimelly becoxing one with one enother will be
discussed in the next chapter.

2hyotey, op. clt., pp. 23, 63, 118,



CHAPITZR IIZ
THE, CHURCH BECOMING A CORIRIITY

The Church gathered in the place facos the tesk of beconlng what
Chrict meent it to be. It faces the tesk of becoming completely et one
by faith with ite lord. It faces the tesk of bDecoaing unified in all its
nenbers. This tagk is unever coaplete untlil the Body of Christ in this
ploce hes ebtained to the unity of the feith end of the kmowledge of the
Son of Cod, to mature menhood, to the measure of the stabure of the
fullnees : of Christ.l

£s wvas indicabted in the previocus chapter the Church cones into
existence in & particular plece through the Word end Sceraments. ihen
the Cospel ic preached ond the Seeramento are aduinlstered the Boly
Eplvrit crectes the Church. These ere lHis meaus. These ere elso the
zeenes that the Spivrlt uses in brivging about the envisioned unity of
Zeith end knowledge of the Son of God. Hence it becomes the task of
the menbere of this loesl Church to minister the meang of grace to one
enother. It is the purpose of this chapter €0 discuss briefly areas of
life in which this must be done; also to discuss areas of life to vhich
loeal Churches mugt give more attention in their ministering of the
means of grece to one anothar.

lgph. 4113,
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A. The Tapk

Paul in his letter to the Epbesicns speaiks continmually of the unity
that is. theirs as members of Christ's Body, the Church. He urges then
0 be eager to maintain. ths unity of the Splrit in the bond of peace.
Then ha goes on to point up the nature and grounds of this unity. I
is @ unity which arises fron the fact--there is and can be but one body;
one Spirlt, one hope, cne Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one CGod."2@

They ere ell members of thot one body of which Christ is the Head
end they are the members. There is one Spirit. This seme Spirlt has
given tham ell life. This same Spirit brought each one of them to felth
cnd made then members of this Body. This Spirit dwells in 211 the
memberc. "By one Spirit," writes the Apostle, "ere we a1l beptlized into
ons body."3 ioreover they have all been called to one hope. Thay heve
2ll besen celled to be saintc of Cod. Tals cell hes produced in each one
the pure hope of inherliing eternal life with God. EIEven now they have
the earaest of the Spirit.¥ Thaey 211 hove ome Zord. Tais Lord hes
bought 211 of then with Bio holy, preciocus blood. ILikewise they eve all
slaves ard subjects of that Iord. They heve all one feith. Thay all
believe that for the salw of Christ's desth they heve forgivensss and
ebernel life. They bave one beptiem. By this baptisa they have been
bound together in the ceme covenont with Christ and with each other.

2cherles Hodge, Comnentery on ithe Bpistle to the Ephesians (Grand
Ropids: Wa. B. Berdnans mnshin'E Co., EL"s‘E)‘, D. 203.

31 cor. 12:13.

bgan. 112k,

L—
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"For as many @s have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. « « «
Ye ere all one in Christ Jesus."S Finally there is ome Cod end Pether of
then all, vho pervades them all.and abides in them all. He it is who
£11ls them end controls them.

These are the great fects that make the Body of Christ a unit and
a cormmmity. However not a2ll have attained to this unity. There remains
vet much to be done until all reach mature manhood. A lobt of growing up
wust be done. Many are yet children and need the proper food. The
members of the Body then must minister the food o cne another so that
the vhole Body grows up in every wey into Him wvho is the Heed, into
Christ. REach member then must realize thabt he has a tesk to do, ramely
that of helping every other member grow in love. Wien each member is
vorking properly, bodily growth tales plece and the Body upbuilds itself
in love.5 :

This tesk 1s carried out by the Body when the members in love speak
the truth to one emother.! The truth thet they keep reminding one
enother of is that Christ Jesus, their Esad and Iord, has died for their
sing and thus full etonement hes been nade. Cod has forgiven them and
mede them His children. By falth in Christ they are mesmbers of Carist's
Body end members one of another. WmmammmMﬁ
the Body are to do for one another Paul proceeds &b soue length to carry
out his function es an Apostle and member of the Body of Christ. EHe

5@2.1- 3 321,28-

GMO h’la-lﬁn

7.']17:!.(1., VB, 1-5'
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beglns to speak the truth in love so that "in every way” +the Ephssian
Christians might grow up inbto Christ. Hs points out how the truth must |
be: apolied to the everyday situatione of life.

Local. Chuyches have bsen carrying on this task for centuries. HFow-
ever it is a fact that there have often been times and places when these
Cihrirrches should have been apeaking the truth in love to one another amd -
they did nob. This is true today. Much confusion remeins in the miuds
of the nembers of Christ's Body eboub how their Christian faith is
related to their work their mecreation, thelr euployer or employee, their
Pamily, thelr politics and the way they use their money and many cther
areas of Christilan life. There is much that Cmiches should be doing
for thelr members in giving direction and guidence concerning the multi=-
tude of soclel relations in which the individual members find themselves.
Mthough much hes been done end much 1Is belng done, still it seems to
this writer that pastors end meubers of loezal Churches must give much
more thought to some of the social relations Paul mentions here.

Paul gposks of many of the social relstions in vhich Christians find
thenselves 85 he oxhorts and guldes hls congregetions. It 1s the purvose
in the remeining part of this chapter to point out some of the areas of
life to which Paul glves his attention. This 1ls done only to noint up the
fact thet if Paul was willing to give guldsnce and instruction in these
areas of life it is 8%ill the task of the local Church today to do so on
the basis of the princinles found in the lew Testerent. 1o atitempt is
here made.to elaborate upon or to epply these principles to any local
situstion. That remains the task of the Chuvch in the place. If the
Church does this it has elveady gone & long wey down the rosd towards
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flfilling 1ts soclal responsibility towards its commnity.

B, Commmnicetions

The generzl ruls that Peul leys down for the Eghesians is thet they
are to be "imltstors of God, s beloved children. 'And welk in love, as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering end
sacrifice to God."® Heving set up this as the general principle he
epplies it to the variocus sitvetilons in which these Christlans f£ind
thenselves.

In these éii:wa.tions words ere exchanged. There is cammmication
golng on. Paul telks especially ebout this. Taey are mot to tell lies.
They ore not to slander one another. If their neighbor bhas slandered
them or spoken unkindly they are o0 let him lmow that they forgive him as
Cod in Christ forgeve them. Thay are to evoid filthy lenguage, silly
‘tell: end foolish Jesting. They ere inctsad to speck ithe truth to ome
another ead use words that will help their neighbor in Christ to grow in
foith and love. And let them express their joy by glving thanks.

In this day vwhen there ore so many words exchanged between people
Christions tend to lose sight of the real value of words. They arve
basberded with words from every side. Ve have a multitude of ways of
cormmicating with one ancther. We have radio, television, telephone,
books, movies, magazines, signs, end lstiters. Because of this partly,
meny have not given serious thought to the meening of God's gift of

81m1a., 5:1,2.
91bid., 43125,29,31,33; 5:4,06.
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speech. It becomes the task now more than ever before for.the members

of the Body to help one another to see just whet the real value of words
ic. The Church must help 1ts members to evold those commmicetions which
w11l not edify the Body, but: rather. teer it epart. Advice and gaidance
mst be given concerning good literature. Advice and guidance must-be
given concerning radlo, television, movies and plays. Advice and gnidance
maet be given concerning the. people wiﬂzwhanbothuldandyaungahmldl
assoclate. Wasrever words are being exchangad and cmm:l.ca:bing is golng :
on there either Satan ie abt work destroying the Christiea commmity or
Chyist is et work through His members building it un.

C. Isbor

Waet is said ebout communications in general is epplied eleo-to
other arees of life. Peul speaks about the‘la‘bor relations among
Christiens. Slaves are to cbey their masters as to Christ, with goodwill
as to the Lord end not to men, ' lMesters are to treat their slaves as
fellow members of the Body of Christ.l0 In his letter to Fnilemon Paul
elaborates upon this in even greater detall.

Paul elso bas scmething to ssy ebout the purpose of work. The thief
is no longer to steal. Rather he is.to labor. In encther place Peul
writes, "if any m:l.cl not work neither should he est." The reason for
work is "that he may be able to give to those in need."ll

In these deys the Church is forced to give more ettention to the

lolbid.-' 635"9;

U ps14., 4:28; 2 Thess. 3:10.
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broblen of labor relations. The members of Christ's Body in the place
are faced with questlons ebout unions, strikes, and relations between
thelr fellow Christien employer or employee. On this level Christians
are making decisions that either upbuild or tear epert. They elso £ind

thamselves working at a Jjob without Inowing why and for what reason. |
They need help in finding goals ond purpose for their work elso. Their

fellow Christisns owe them the obligation of thinking through with them

oa the basis of God's Word the problems they face.

D. Femily Relationships

Paul bas much to sgy ebout the famlly in his letter to the Ephesians.
Hz tells how Christian wives are to consider thelr Christiaa husbands and
hugbends their wives. He points out how Christian children are to act
towerds thelr parents and vhat the cbligation of parents is tovards thelr
childven. These reletions eve carried on as members of Christ's Body and
hence as members ome of enother.l®

Here it becones the responsibility of the Church to give guidance
aad instruction concerning ell the meny varied family relationships. The
members have aun obligetion toward one another in the erea of sex,
courtship, merrisge, divorce, and education. Here too they must speak
‘the truth in love so that in every way they might grow up into Him who
is the Head, iato Christ.

12poh.. 5:21=63k.
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E. Vorchip and Art

Paul, as a Jew, was aleo femiliar with the beautiful Psalms and
cheats used in the worshlp service of the Jews. £uch things Christians
might well use in their worship elso he feels. He urges the Christiene
to “be filled with the Spirit, addressing one encther in psalms and hymns
and splritual songs, singlng and meking melody to the Lord with ell your.
beart, elways end for everything giving thanks in the name of ocur Iord
Jesus Christ to God the Father.™3 In his letter to the Philippians Faul
writes, "whatever 1s true, whetever is honorable, vwhetever is justh,
vastever is pure, vwhatever is lowvely, whatever is gracious, if there is
any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
Ehings "M '

Fram such advice the local Church might well conclude that it should
serlously conslder how 1t might vse aids such as nusic, hymns, poetzry,
painting, erchitecture and dreme in bringing the message of the truth to
the mewbers of the Body of Christ. Here a vest and exceedingly rich
field opens up. TIrou its very begioning the Christien Canrch hes been
the Mother of ‘a rich, highly edifying and extremsly varied culture.
Today there hes been added to this £leld that which is knowm as visual
aids. The Church should use these ailds wherever end whenever possibla
in its worship, its asrchitecture, the homes of its members, ia its
education program. All this is done so that "in every way" the Body

13_19_1_(1_., 5:19,20.
pniy, 4:8.
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might grow up into Him who ie the Head, into Christ.

lio doubt many more conclusions might be drawm from this very rich
detter to the Epheslans. For instencs Paul speake gbout how Christians
are to use ‘their leisure time. These few camients have borely scratchsed
the surface. The purposs wes, however, oaly to point out 'I'.ha.t the loeal
Courch hes en extremely varied and importent tesk to fulfill towerds ites
penbers. Although geperalizetions are dangerous, it nevertieless must
be eaid that at times the Lutheran Churches have been 50 busy fighting
bettles in the field of justification that they bkave lost them in the
correcponding f£ield of sanctification. There remeins meuy battles to bs
fought yet there. Important as it is to remember thet & men is justified
by grace through faeith, it 1s also importent that he be given guidence
exd direction as to how to live out this life in Christ for the welfere
end ediflcation of the Dody of Chrisbt, the Clurch.




CHAPTER IV
| THE CORUNITY

&s the Chureh in the place looke zbout 1t sees thet it does not
stond alone. It is part of o larger group of people known es its coue-
mmity. In this commmity there are various prcblens end difficulties
that must be solved. There cre commmity activities that influence the
thinking end lives of the people of the Church eithsr negatively or
positively. Before the Church is oble to ansver the question es o whnt
'ms:;omsib:!.lity it hap towerd thic larger community it must define for
iteelf vhot is meant by the cammmity. It will heve to be swvare of what
the commmity does end how it meintains itself as e commnity. It will
have to know whet it can expect fm the comnmity and then it can decide
what it can contribuic. .

I @ general wey this chopter exmxines the community. It defines
the cormnity end the goverament in thet cormmmity. BEaving done this id
eontracts the Church with thet commnity to goals, means and motivation.

Lo '.I.‘hecamuniw

e first thing that Alstinguishes ome coummity £rou anotber is
the people living in the commnity. "Esch locel commmity mey be thought
of as an eree of selection, drawing to itself people who arve similer in
background and living stendards, and also es an ares of cheracterization,

influencing the behavior of those who live within it ard affecting their
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socinl gtending.”l In o rurcl commmity, £or exammple, nesrly ell of the
people mey be faruers who have lived there for generations. Their

ctandard of living will be much the sane no matter vhere you go in thot
commnity. These choracterizaetions will in turn affect the people who
live there.

A community elso hes boundardes. Most hooks on (hurch adninistration
and plamning stress the fact that it is necessary for & Chmrch to define
the boundaries of the community it wishes to serve. In o city ths
boundayies uay be set by raillioad tracks or a highway. In e rural area
it mey be sone arge such as e towmship. AC any rate the local Church
must decide the boundavies of ite commmmity.

P Vnere people ere gethered in a commmaity 1t is necessery thab
certain rules be followed that the cammunity might maintein itsel:f.
Hence there is usually within the community some sort of governzent to
cuforce and supervisc thoee laus and regulations. Just what the functions
of this govermment ere will be examined in more detall below.

Ong final merk of o coamnity yet to be considered is its permanence.
Lock of pemanence on the part of residents degtroys the commmity. The
people have no obligations apd usually little or no interent in the
people in this commumity. Aiypiealmodemdearemhcfagroupo&?
people gathered in onc place who are yot not a commmnity is the trailer
courts of our land. Eere people come and go very rapldly and seldom is
it posslble to establish any sense of comzmnity.

What will the Church look for in its commmity? A group of pecple

Lnrray H. Ieiffer, The Effective City Church (New York and
Hashvlille: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, > De WD
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with pimilar backgrounds end living stenderds permanently settled emd
regulated by some type of govermment operating within the bmmdaries_ of
this commmnity. Qt’ this conmmity the local Church will ask, What is
cur socilel responsibility?

B. Origin of Commmity

As the local Chwurel vievs its conmmiby 1t is forced to esk whether
this commnity, with the maris of a commmity es defined above, is soac-
thing thet just bappens %o be. Is the commmnity merely ' group of
reople who essociebte for promoting self-interest or group interesti"e
Or mey 1% be sald that the cowmmlty is more then this, thel 1t is
ectually a part of Cod's will and ereationt

Lather wae definitely of the latier opinion. In commenting upon
Pealn 82:1 he writes,

Coserve that he (Psalnist) cells all commnities or organized

ascemblies "the congregation of Cod," beceuse they ere God's oun,

ond He acceptn then as His own work, Jjust as (Jonch 3:3) E= cells
lineveh "a eity of CGod." For He has made, and makes, all
conmnitlies. e still brings them together, feeds them lets them
grov, blesses ond preserves them, gives them fields and meadows,
catile, weter, air, sun and moon, and they have, ewen

body end life, as it is written {Cen. 1:29)."3

Cod wills that there be & commmity where people live together in
hemmony end concord. however es the Clmrch looks et the commmity and

the people in the cozmmity it is aware of one thing that usually is

2Joseph Baroutunicu, "The Person in the Commmity," The Clurch end

Social Responsibility, edited by J. Richard Spann (Hew York and

Tashville: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, ¢.1953), p. 42.

Sertin Iuther, “Psalm &2," translated by C. M. Jacobs, Luther's
Horks, XITI, edited by Jaroslav Peliken (St. Louis: Concordia
House, 1956 5 De 46. ’

I
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overlooked by soclologlats end social plowning groups. That is that the
devll is et work in the community. . "The end and goal of the enemy's work
1s de=th, disorder, evil, degtruction. This is evident in both individnal
and groun rele.t:!.onslzips.“""‘

It is 'bec_:cmse of this opposition of the devil that God hos created
such & thing as govezmnt.em order within the cazmmity to nmeintaln
the commmity. The crested orders are part and parcel of God's dynemie
eggrension ogeinet the devil end one of ‘the mogt effective of these
orders is goveranent. Iuther vividly describes this in his ccmnents on
Pselinm 82. He points cut vhy govermuent is necessery end why any thoughts
gbout rmling cud meivtaining a commmity by means of the Gospel alone is
Imposeible.

Therefore 1t is out Of the question thet there shounld be a ccmmon

Chrigtion goveyment over the vhole tworld, nay even over one land

or canpony of people, since the wicked: always outnumber the good.

Hence o men who would venture to govern oun entire country or the

world with the gospel would be like g shephexd who should plece

in ocne fold wolves, lions, cagles and sheep together and let then

ningle with one another Treely end sgy, Help yourselves; and be

good and pesceful among yourselves; the fold 1s open, there is
plenty of food; have no fear of dogs end clubs. The sheep, for-
so0th, would keep the pesce and would allow themselves to be fed
end goveraed in peace, bub they would not live long; nor would any
beast keep froa molesting ancther.?

Government is o creetion of Cod and is absclutely necessary in this
world if e commmlty is o0 be maintalned. This is true because of the

very fect that ell men are sinuers and children of Satan. Elton Trueblood

Ymigar M. Carlecn, [he Church snd the Public Comsclence
{Philadelphia: mmlenbérg Fress, 1956), ps We

Suartin Luther, "Secular Authority: To what extent it should be
obeyed (1523)," Worits of Martin Iuther, III, translated by J. J. Schindel
(Philadelphie: A. J. Holmen Com Cmaxw end the Castle Press, nqd.), P 237,
Hereefter this wi:l.l be referred to as "Secular Authority."
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mekes this fact the argument for a democracy. He writes that

‘the most profound ergument for democracy is the realization,

fundementelly Biblical in origin, thet the love of power is so

pervaslve and so inordinate that democracy, which means a systen

of mutuel chacks, even upon the ruler, is the only alternative to

injustice and oppression. . . . Democracy is necessitated by the

fact that men ave sinners; it is mede posslible by the fact that
ve know it.

VWhether one can agree with Trueblood that Demoeracy is the only
elteractive to injustice and oppression is one thing. However it is
important To realize thet govermment of some sort is the only elternative
to oppression and injustice. This is definitely a Biblical teaching.

The Bible mekes it quite clear thet govermment is from God end according
to His will. "let every person be subject to the governing euthorities.
For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have beea
instituted by Cod (Rom. 13:1)." And egain, "Be subject for the Lord's
seke to every Institution, whether it be to the eumperor as supremxe,
or to governors 28 sent by him to punish those who do wrong end to praise

those wiro do right (1 Pet. 2:13,1%)."
C. 'The Function of Covermaent

The Bible cutlines the functions of govermment. In determining the
true function of government in a community it is well that what the Bible
says be considered. Passages that apply are as follows: Cen. 14:15;

1 Sem. 15:33; 1 Kings 18:40; lMatt. 22:15-22; Rom. 13:1-T3 Acts 10:34F.;
8:30; 13:12; 1 Cor. 10:3; 12:13; T:10; 1 Tim. 2:1-8; L:l; 1 Pet. 2:13-1T3
Psalm &2.

6Elton Trueblood, Foundations for Reconstruction (New York: Harper
Brothers, 1946), p. 108, e T T
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From such passeges the following conclusions mzy be drewva. The
Sunction of governuent is -threefolds
2. to maintalin peace, order, securlty and justice, -

b. to provide for the lerger collective needs of soclety, the
general welfare,

¢. o provote clvilization, peace, culiure and well-being cmong
mankind throughout 1ts area of jurisdiction.T

The first exd primery duty of the goverament is' to uphold order and
Justice. This is the original, primary and immediste ené of govermment.
Cod hss given government the obligetion to maintain good oxder and
conduct. Carlson says thet this fized frameworic of society that the
goverament is to meintain is not just & hit and miss thing. "It is a
positive expression of the Crector's will, a concrete embodiment of the
order which is in the mind of God." Thls function of government isc
outlined in the preauble vo the United States Constlitution.

Tha second function of the goverament 1s to provide for the larger
coclleetive needs of soclety and the' general welfare. This is called ‘the
secondary and ministrent function of the state and is also guarenteed in
the United States Constitution. Iuther seys ebout rulers, "They are to
meke and administer Just laws so that the poor, the wretched, the widows,
the orphens are not oppressed, but have thelir rights and can keep them."8

The third function of the goverzment is to promote civilization,
peace, culture end well-being. This is an extension of the first

Timericen Lutheran Church--The Board of Christian Social Action,
“Christian Social Living," A iletion of Stetements Formulated by the
Commission on Social Relations, 19 (Columbus, Ohio: ¢ Board Of
Christien Social Action of the A.L.C., 1948), p. 25.

Sputher, "Psalm 82," p. 57.
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function. It is ealled the universsl end altruistic end of goverament.”

Iuther cdded that the State is.to honor end further the teaching of
the Word of Cod. "The ... verse demands ... that the gods, that is, the
princes and lords, shall honor God's Word @bove all things and shall

" further the teaching of it."10 '

The meens that the government uses to carry out its functions is
"the sword," organized power. The government passes laws end backs up
thoze laws with forece. These are the only means at the disposal of the
goverment.

It is ths opinlon of several Swedish Thsologians that the state or
govermment, in carrying out those functions is actually becoming the law
of God concrstely scting in soclety. Aulen writes that the law of God
confronts us in the state for the state is a creation of the God of order.
Howvever the order of the state is divine only in the degree that it
serves the lew of CGod and lte purpose; otherwise it is the servant of the
devil. The purpose of the law, he goes on to state, is to have & concern
for the welfare of the neighbor. There gre in it the requirements of
love. 7This 1is expresced in diverse ways end in many different
eituetions.ll

Iiygren in his book on the State and the Church has the sane euphasis.
He says that God confronts us in the kingdom of the world with the law.

9A.L.C.~-The Board of Cbristien Social Action, op. eit., p- 25.
10r:rther, "Psalm 82," p. 57.

Lgustaf Aulen, "The Church end Soeiel Justice,” This is the Church,
edited by Anders Nygren, translated by Cerl C. Rasmussen lm:l.adclphi.a..
Muhlenberg Press, 1952), pp. 307 38T,
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This kingdon is called upon to love, just as much as the Spiritual
kingdon. Hence it iz important that governmment administer law and
Justics, defend and punish in love, for this 1s God's work. This, he
says, is Iather's view..2

In this comnectlion Inther wrote to the Princes:

s o prince should in his heart empty himself of his power and

euthority, end interest himself in the need of his subjects, dealing

with it as though it were his oun nced. Thus Christ did unbto us;
and these ere the proper worke of Christian love.l3

Carlson empbasizes much the thing vhen he writes that in
creatlion the lew is given concretely in the patiern ilnherent in the order
of soclety.lh .

Toese things are stressed beceuse, despite their strict edherence to
the Bible, Iutherans elco have had false-coneepts of soclety and govern=-
ment. The pignificance of.God'e activity also in the realm of the state
ic often ignored. Too often there bhas been the view that God's first
attempt to maintein order in this world failed and so e mede & second
attennt throuah Chrigt. It is concluded then thet Ged now works only
through the second meens. Sone even go 80 far as to feel that the
goverment is inkerently e.v.ll end irretrievcbly under the dominion of
the devil. This has led to & pietistic seperation of the Christien fram
any active interest iu the state. Perhaps this has even been cloaked in

whot is celled the separation of Church and State.

12pnders Hygren,- "The State end the Church," This is the Clmrch
edited by Aunders Mygren, treusloted by Carl C. Resmssen (Philadelphia:
Muhlenberg Press, 1952), pp. 294-306.

13tuther, “Secular Authority,” p. 265.

12"032‘.1803, op. cit., vp. 22, 23.
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Cerlson, in critlicizing this view, says that there 1s no part of

life or of the world which is noi'. the scene of God's eggresive activity.

He goes on to point out that (od is now at work in the total structure

of His creation and to assume otherwise is false.ld

Since this ithetzfuththecnristianendthechﬂatianctnu‘ehis

bound by love of God end thelr fellowmen 4o support the govermment in

vhatever way possible. Iunther in speaking to Christians says:

Here the other proposition applies, that you ere under obligstion to
serve and further the sword by whatever means you can, with body,
soul, honor or goods. For it is nothing that you need, but sanething
quite useful and profitable for the whole world and for your
neighbor. Therefore, should you see that there is & lack of hangmen,
beadles, Judzes, lords or princees, and find that you are quelified,
you should offer your services end seek the place, that necessary
government may by no means be despised and becoms inafficient or
perish. For the world cannot and dare not dispense with 1¢.16

D. The Church contrasted with its Community

In suumery of what has been sald so farxr 1t is possible to contrast

the Church with 1ts commnity in three aress. These are (1) es to goals,

(2) es %o msans to meet these goals, and (3) as to motivation.

e goals of the coammnity are €0 malntain the community and to

pramote anything that will contribute o this end. This also is ome of

+the goals of the Church. Thecmi'chg.g_-:l.nteresthedinrpaintainingthis

commmity. Paul writes to Timothy, “First of =11, then, I urge that

supplicetions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made by all

men, for kings and all wio ere in high positions, thet we mey lead a quiet

151vid., pe 27
16puther, "Secular Authority," p. 2ul.
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end peaceabls life, godly end respectful in every way."l! This is whet
the Church desires, o aquiet and peacesble life.

The commmity stops here. Vhen this is maintained it end its
government have met their goals. However the Church locks upon this goal
as but the stepping stone o & greater goal. Peul continues in his
letter:

This is good, end it is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,

who deelves all men 0 be saved and % come to the knowledge of the

truth. TFor there is one CGod, and there is one mediator between God
and mon, the men Christ Jesus, who geve himself as a ransoa for all,
the testimony to which was borne et the proper time.

The Church bap ep ite fiuel goal that of preaching this Cospel of
Curist's mediatorship for the sins of the people in the community and
thet of lecding then into the vitel relationship of faith in that
iedictor. This goal is realized only as the Church is able to lead the
people of the surrounding community into the Christian community that
this local Church is.

The Commmity uses the "sword" and the govermment wielding the sword
to maintain itself. The commmity maintains itself by means of force.
The Clurch, on the other hond, dere not use this means. Its only means
is the Cospel. As the Church proclaimg its Cospel the Spirit enters the
hearts of men and regenerates them, gives them & new life and & new
reeson for living.

The Church and the Commumnity heve different motivations also. The
Coamunity desires to maintein itself primarily for self-centered reasons.
The Commmity asks itself how this or that activity will benefit it and

171 Dimothy 2:1-6.
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its members. The Church is interested in this too, but not only this.

A3 the Body of Christ it strives to do the will of its Head and to love
even 28 1% has been loved. Thus the Cihurch goes beyond self-love. It is
motivated by CGod's love in Christ Jesus.

The local Chwch views 1ts commanity es God's will. It also
realizes that the devil is at work in the hearts of the pecple to destroy
thet vhich maintain the commmnity. - God counters this on the one hand by
the government wielding the sword. . This malntains only an ocutward unity
however. What God wills is that all men be drevn £inally into that
perfect commmily He bhas created through His Son. This coammmnity is
crocted end melwtained by the preaching of the Gospel. On the basis
of viat has been sald the finel chaplter now seeks to arrive at some
enswers end conclusions to the question, "What is the social responsi-
bility of the local congregation to its conmmity?"




CHAPTER V
THE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY OF THE LOCAL CONGREGATION TO ITS CRRMUNITY

Mony things g0 on vithin e community. It tekes, often, maay
agencies to carry on' the operations of & commmity. The operstions that
a commnity end its people are concerned ebout include edneat:lon., enter-
teinuent, meintaining healthy life, housing, safety, labor relations.
Each one of ‘thesze mey be subdivided maeny times. In attempting to meet
the needs of 1lts peonle in these arees the cormmity often feces many
problens. Often these problems remain unsolved and because of such
unsolved problems the lives of meny people are embitiered and even
destroyed. Typicel of the problems communities face in large areas of
this country ere those of juvenile delinguency end racial segregation.

The local Church 1s usually ecuare of these problems. The guestion
is wvhether or not this congregetion of God's people in this place has any
responsibllity toword such operations of the cammmunity. Certainly very
often the people of the Crch ave effected by these operatioms. Is it,
then, within the task of the Church in this place to do samething sbout
these problems? If so, what can 1t do? If the Church engages in these
tagks will it cease to be the Church of Christ? Will its witness to
Christ be hindered or eided? Tiis Tfinal chapter seeks to draw sane
conclusions to these and other questions as it considers, What is the
social responsibility of the local congregation to ite commmity?
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A. The Cause of Socizal Problems

Actually the motivetion behind this study was.a concern sbout the ]
fect thet commmities have not been.éuceeasful in solving their problems.
If it were only a matier of meeting in conference, meking plans, g&bher:l.ng
funds end then cerrying out ths plens, the Church would heve no concern.
But this is not the fact. The fact 1s that education, provisions of
adequate housing, planning recreation facilities and the like still leave

‘wmeny commmunities faclug serious problems, problems of crime, delinguency,
the bresk-up of family life, sericus lebor problems. As one views these
things he 15 reminded of the whited sepulchres of which Jesus spoke. It
is not enough to paint the outside. The rotting bones remain within.
The Church is concerned about these rotting bones. It is concerned to
the extent that it wants these bones to get up and walk around as sound
and healthy huwmon beings, heelthy in mind, body end soul.

The usual solution to most of the social problems has been through
the govermuent and its varicus egencies. By paseing and enforcing laws
men heve pought to correct the evils found in society. This has been
effective, yet incamplete. It breaks dowm wherever govermient fails to
use force to enforca the laws.

The sociologists of our day say that the cause of social evils is
social lag. The technical sciences have carried men far beyond their
pest. This has left many an unsolved social problem. There are many
adjustments to be made. The solution to the evils in soclety, they say,
is to be found in the advances of the social sciences and in education.
As man sclentifically leern to understand the complex relationships that
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ocur modern world hes thrust upon us they will gradually leern how to
solve thelr problems. This, of course, involves education and lesrning
on all levels so that the fruits of study and research might bs epplied.l

Another method of dealing with the evils of soclety is that employed
by communists. They say thet the cause of these evile is the self-
contraedictions of cepitalism and the class structure of soclety. The
solutlion is to be found in the working out of these self~contredictions
in capitalism plus pressure from the masses under disciplined leadars.2

The writer ie not prepared o discuss the merits or faults of ths
above two theses. IEvidently there is some truth in what they 211 have to
sey. He also i‘eecgt:izs- that the humsniterien efforte of men gulded by
bunsn reason, pity, and natural love can have the effect of relieving
nawy e soclel burden and solving meny a sociel problem.  However this
does not end connot remove the real ccuse of soeisl problems.3 They only
paint the outside of the sepulchers. The rotting bones remain.

Sclentiste, politiclans, aud hamenitariens remain fundamentally
insffective in finding & lesting solubion to sccial problems becaunse they
have falled to recognize all soclal problens a3 sympboms of & world wide
spiritual desth. Doun undernecath men ere by nature sinful end spiritually
dead. The best that these people can do is o remove the physicel ills

1John ¢. Beunett, Social Salvation: 2 religious approach to the
problems of sociel change (ilew York: Cherles Scribner's Sons, 19435),
PDe -10.

21nia.
33. E. Kowalke, "Social Problems end the Gospel," Proceedings of ihe

Thi. Sixth convmtion of the Ev. Synodical Conference of il. Americs,
Aug. X -1.2351'3""‘"1-.. Iouis: Concordia Puvlishing House, 1938); D. 59.
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of the £lesh.*

The firast thing that must be recognized is that society is mede up
of men who act as total persowmlit;es,. There is the danger, @s in
coamunisa, Lo sacrifice the individual for the masses. This must not be
done. Nor may one, when conslidering the individual divide him into
something less than a whole men by referring to him es "economic man” or
"political men." Man must be considered as a whole, totel person. He
always acts es such and as these thousauds of men live and ect so will
society live and ach, so will the commmity live and ach.?

The moat important thing to kmow about this individusl men is that
he is 2 cregbure of God in revolt with his total belng against his
Craator and rightiul Sovereign. ' This revolt consists in the asswmption
that man is himself sovereign aad cen handle his life apart fram God.
I is egocentriclty. To use ILuther's words, the essense of sin is that
"Man seeks his own in everything, even in God."S

fhis 1s what is cauning the soelal problems. To say this, is, of
course, a generzlization and yet it is a valid generalization. Others
have listed such things &s rationalizations, the complexity of soclal
forces and the lack of imegination es roots of soclal evils.! Yet, no
matter what form it tekes, sin is the hidden root of all the unsolved
problems in a coamnunity.

Y1bid., pp. SHEE.

SBEdgar M. Carlson, The Church and the Public Conseience
(Philedelphie: Muhlenberg F: Fress, 1.9"3)', “ppe 1=k,

6mid., pp. 5-9-

TBnmtt’ ﬂ'o _c:l_'b-, De 3h- :
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B. "he Supreme Tosk of the Church

"Since social evils are but the accumulated and institutionalized
Projection of individual evils, the radical cure for social evils remains
the regeneration of the individual."0 "It follows from the ebove that
the most essentisl initilal step in-social action, even in the approech
t0 pociel problems, is that thorough evangelization of the ‘individuel
vizlch sends him forth with the indwelling Christ as the real light and
powsr in his life.™ The individusl must be transformed by the Holy
Spirit through the Cospel and empowered by the indwelling Christ. Or in
the light of what was said in Cheplter Two the individuals of the com-
munity cuet be made members of the Church, God's real community.

%his . ie not only the most radiecal cure and most essential initial
otep, but 1t is definitely the work of the local Church. Among the last
words spoken by the visible Lord of the Church were the words to evangsle
ize the world. HHence the local Clmreh interested in finding solutions to
the socisl problems of its commmity must be vitally eware that it has
the besic and fundementel solution as pert of iis message. The rule of
Chrigt in the heart of men is the solution. The Church is here to
pmclammatchnstmemetoaetup-mm. It has been coumanded
+o preach this Gospel of love and forgiveness. It has been sent by Christ

Spmerican Iutheran Church--The Board of Charities, "The Church's
Social Ministry," Report on Lutheren Social Action, Part I (Columbus,
Ohio: Board of char:l.ties, Anerican latheran. church, 191;7) P 12.

9. H. Greever, "The Evengglical Approach to Social Problems," The
Hartwick Sem. Conf. on the Sociel Mission of the Lutheran Clmrch
(Thrneapolis: Augsburg Publishing Fouse, 19%%), D« 32+
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into the world as o missionery witness to vhat Christ has already done.

Chriet has conquered sin end brought life and immortality to light.
Only as the commmity repents of its sins, turns in faith to Christ for
forgiveness and sukmits itself to the rule of the divine King in deed and
in truth will it find the ultimete sclution to its problems. There are
no short cuts. The community cannot achieve it by laws or policies,
organized religion cennot echieve it by its activism. 5o external
program can lead to the lesting solution. The real solution comes only
vhen men surrender their tools, their minds and thelr wills to the
Kingdom of God 1n Christ: "Thy will, not mine, be done.":O

The local Church that asks itself what its sociel responsibllity is
towvard its commmity recognizes that its first and primary tesk is to
proclaim the Cospel to its cammumity. This 1s a business not only for
Sundays, but also for weekdays. The Church is & commumity in itself, but
it is not an end in itself. It exists for the sake of its cmni'lw.u
Through its messege men ave converted and regenerated and Christ canes to
rule in their hearts. Wherever such converted men "have lived out the
principles of the Chrictian religion, in all relationships, in their
daily lives, soclety has been leavened and soc:l.‘al problems have been
solved in exact proportion to the practice of these principles.”12

10john Bright, The Kingdam of God (Hew York and Heshville: Abingdam
Press, 1953), pe 95, .

115, 5. Oldbem and W. A. Visser 'T Hooft, The Church and its
E\mc'h:lon in Society (Chicago end New York: Wﬂ.’l.ett, “Clark and Co., 1937),
Pe i X

mémévar, op. 2&'&-, De 380
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C. BSocial Eéucation

The very fact that socilal evils have been lessened and problems
solved wvhen Christien principles vere followed, leads naturally to the
next tesk of the Chnrch toward its commnity. The Church has the tesk of
teeching its members how to live consistantly as Christians in every
phege of theilr life. IE must open theiir eyss to the problems, point them
in directions that are right end provide the motivation of love.

The Iutheran Churches must interest themselwes in the social aspects
of the CGospel. In the past Intherans have been afraid of the social
gospel. To be sure, there is a social gospsl of which the Churches can
be afreid. Thet gospel which has as its aim only the sociel betterment
of man 1s not the Gospel at all. Yet there is a Gospel vhich should be
sctively pursued end that 1s the Cospel of God's love in Christ Jesus
vhich shows love and comcern for all the needs of men.}3 What hes been
sald chout Christionity in general may be applied o the Lutheran Chmrch
es well. "It is one of the curious perversions of = grest faith thst
there ever erose the coafusing division between personal and social
Christianity." 1%

Professor Gualben lists three ressons vhy Lutherans historically
have made little impression upon community and govermment affairs. (1)
They heve gotten ewey from Iuther's original interest in the State.

13, E Hillmer, "Our é!nlrch's Mission to the American Commmunity,"
presented to Joinit session of the Rural and Urban Imstitute, Velparaiso,
Indiana, August 8, 1956 (Mimeographed), Exhibit A-2.

Lipenmett, op. elt., Ds 63
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Consider especially Luther's tract of 1520, "Tou the Christian Hobility."
(2) Lutherans were weaned away from eivic duties and privileges and
effeirs of State vere left to a chosern few in the Iatheran countries of
Burops. Moreover those settlers who came to the Unlted States fram
wartorn Germeny wished to be alone end to leave others alone. (3) Many
of the Iatheran lmigrants were pesople of roorer classes who had little
cxr no tralning for palitical leadership. Also many were influenced by
or were pletlsts vho were content to lesve affelirs of State to others.l>
Whet has hanpened then is thet meny Church members have compart-
mentalized their Christlanity. Either they ignore completely the effairs
of their commnit bty or they do not see what their xesponsibility towerds
that commmity is. They thus fail to gee that
the life of the Church is a unity, =nd no part of lmman life can be
arbitrarily ceparsted from the influence of the Gospel. Those
Chrigtlens whko, with an air of greet self-congcious pilety,; concen~
“rate on the cultivation of the spiritusl lifo and ostentatlously
ignore the vorlds of polities, business end efucational: policy as
spheres of Christien decision end obedience, suffer from en
inadequete Christology end deny in practice the orthodoxy which
they o emphetlically assert in theory. Christ is king ogar the real
world end not merely of e small eeclesizsstical enclave.l
ot only that bubt to & l=rge exitent members of local Churches have
cmae o feel that the work of the Chuxrch 1s only the work of the clergy.
Tnis idea also st be chenged. "If the Church is 10 be an effective
force in the socizl and politiezl sphere our first task is to laicize our

thought about it. We stand before a grest historic task--the task of

15Lers Qualben, "An Historical Appraisal of ILutheran Social Service,”
The Hertwick Sem. Conf. on ithe Socizl Mission of the Lutheran Church

{Mfinneapolis: Augsburg Publishing nauseTTs'!E), Do R ALY

16peniel T, Jenkins, Ihe Strangemsss of the Church (Garden City:
Doubleday, 1955), p» 122.
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restoring the lost unity between worship and work."17

The incressing sophistication of thought and the advancing secu-
larization of life give to the men emd women who live in closest
contact with the realities of the secular order & deeper insight
into the lnman problem than that which is ordinarily possessed by
the clergy. For the same reason the laity, vwhen they take sericusly
the great Christian principles of reverence for Christ, have
strategic opportunities for introducing Christian solutions into
mﬁmmcm. Todey is the great era of the Christian

The local Church will then "be willing end eager to explore and
exploit any type of relationship which will bring to bear the witness of

" the Christian life on the consciousness of the commmity."l® The members

wmmmmtmmmrmrmmp.mmmm
in 2lasses to edify one another, to discuss matual problems and to help
one another to grow to that level of spirituality wvhere every member is
faithfully serving his Iord in all his callings. And indeed the members
of the local Church have many callings: ecitizen, employer, employee,
father, mother, doctor, lawyer, student and a multitude of others.

Thus the local Church will bring to bear upon its commnity the two
factors that will do the most towaxrds solving the social problems of
that commnity. The first of these is the message of forgiveness of sins
by grace through faith in Christ Jesus. Through this message the Holy
Bpiritmkltommﬁthmmm. Then the local Church
trains its members and continues to provide them with fresh power and

170]M, op- e_’._t_-. Pe 106.
1850m A. Mackay, God's Order (New York: Macmillem Co., 1953), p. 19k.
19mimer Moeller, "Relationship of Church and Commmity sccording to

the New Testament,” Procsedings of the Sixth Annual Rural Life Institute,
Valperaiso University, August 6-8, 1956 (Mimeogrephed), D. 1h.
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strength to live out their lifo in Christ in every phaese of their life.
These two things are the most important thing that a local Church cen do
o fulfill its responsibility toward its commmity.

D. The Church's Hope

One more factor wlil be discussed below, namely thet of preaching
‘the Law of Cod to the community. However before this is dome the
eschatological aspect of the Chmrch must be considered: All toco often
interest in social problems has ceused Churches to forget that thse Church
looks beyond this world o the vorld to come. Exponents of the social
gospel heve often made the Kingdon of God which the Clmrch proclaims e
kingdon of this world. In so doing they have identified the Christian
Gospel with & program of reform whieh. sociely; as it presently is, mey be
expzcted to realize. This is e false view. The problem of the Church
15 how ©o "keep falth with both sides of her Lord's teaching, how to
combine sociel duties vhich ehe acknowledges with ker pastoral mission of
preparing men for heaven by keeping before them the paramount importance
of the world beyond history."20

This tension is found in the New Testament and in the writings of
St. Paul: On the ome hand he urges & sepsration from the world and yeb
on the other hand he does not disparage earthly citizenship.2l

It may falrly be claimed that the missionary motive dominates the
ilow Testement, other-worldly in its goal, but involving the moral

2035, 1. Greenclede,
Press, 1948), p. 1l1.

2ls cor. G:lk-1T; Rom. T:18; 1 Cor. 9:273 Rom. 13; 1 Th. ki1l
2 Th, 3:10; Col. 3:22; 1 Peb. 2:12-13,17.

&

Church end the Soeial Order (London: SCM
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transformation of society in that the Christian (so far.
Christian) accepts the law of love and becomes the
divine love which is shed in cur heerts by the
love not measured out pitilessly in response to each
but flowing genercusly to meet his need.22.
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E. The Church Preaching the law

There i, in the opinion of same theologians, one more task that is
tho Church's o do for 1ts conmmity. Thet is thet the Cimrch is to
preach the Lew to its commmity. This flows out of the idea that the
governnent, the State is embodied Law.23 The Clmrch is to interpret
God's Lew to this State. ‘It is to act as did the prophets of old,
interpreting God's will, awakening and enlightening the public conscience.
The Church is to be the conscience of the commmity and its government.

There remains same doubt in the mind of this writer as to the
validity of this thesis. In just what mamnner is this to be done on the
level of the local Church? . What does the Clmurch hope to accomplish
thereby? These are questions that lend themselves to further research
and study. Hevertheless, whab has been said by these men.is here pre- -
gented in its essence.

It is said that the Law of God is found in every etinic culture that
fosters the discipline of civil rightecusness. Thes Clmrch is the
custodian of this theocentric law of love. Hence it is the.responsibility
of the Church to see that society follows this law. - "The Clmrch mst

.. W] mo s_iﬁ-, Pe 13.
% Chep.. IV, c»
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proclaim that law of love in all its relations."2d

. Pesldes its primery mission of meling disciples of Jesus Christ by
beptiaing, préaching and teaching and ministering to the spiritual needs
of its own

the Church is also God's witneass in the world, testifying like the
prophets of old, Jolm the Baptist, Christ and His Apostles against
8in end wickedness, private and public, and shedding light and the
Judgment of Cod's Word on the thought, lives and deeds of men,

vhether in high or low places. The Cimrech will therefore, by moral
end spirituel meens seek to permeate society with its own ideals.2>

30 long es it does not neglect its supreme task, the Church should
therefore willingly cooperate with all men of good-will in pramoting the
hunane ends and constructive cultural processes of civilization and its
“eivil righteousness.” It should do this, not as an end in itself, but
es a "school-master that leads to Christ,” and because, when dons from
Christien motives, such activities sre wholescme and God-pleasing. ‘26

The Church uses the lLew to admonish the conscience of socisty.

rbaenﬂeaveriznzstbetcmmw"towltsmm,

worthy of the name, demands; & gense of responsibility before that
vhich love requires towerds others; end the awareness that to fall
here 18 to let loose powers of destruction. The witness of the

Church mist be equally clear whether it confronts the patent disre-

gard of the law of God, or velled resistance which seeks to hide its

true character behind a screen of Christian terms. . . « If it
becames necessary for the Church ¢o rise in protest against the

2hcarison, op. cit., pp. GOfL.

25mmerican Iuatheran Cimreh--The Board of Christisn Social Actiom,

B by o L of Slavment fommtas v e
Camission Social Relations (Columbus, Ohio:
Saolat otion “YSIRY, AR : - -

] 26A,L.C.=~the Board of Charities, op. cit., P. 12.
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violation of Cod's law, ‘this meszs only that the Church fulfills
the responsibility to the state which God has given her.27

Luther wrote along these lines about preachers of the Viord.

It ic His will (God's) that those vho are in office and are called
to do eo shall rebuke and judge their gods (rulers) boldly and
openlys « « « So then, thie verse teaches that to rebuke rulers
is not seditious, provided it is done in the wey here described:

namely, by the office to which God has committed that du and
through God's Word spoken publicly, boldly, and honestly.

The Church, then, adaonishes the commnity and its govermment when
the Law of God is not followed. Whenmever it is followed the Church
ccoperates in vhatever wazy 1t can to continue this.

Thege cre the views of current Iutheren theologlens. However,
historieally, this wes the vliew of Calvin. For him the Church wes the .
corscience of the State. To fulfill hker mission, God provided the
ninistry and the consistory. The m:l.u:l.s:bry was the authoritarien teaching
office end the consistory was the diseiplining egency. This is usually
Inowe as the Cenevan theocracy. Iowever it was a theocracy only in so
far as the Church asglsted the seculer power &8 a spiritual guide. The
secular power wes charged with regulating the conduct of men according to
the Decalog, The Church hed only the duty of interpreting it. The State
was the will of God in sction, secording to the couhsel end direction of
the consistory.29 :

27custaf Aulen, "The Church and Social .'I'ustiee, This is the Church,
edited by Anders Hygren, 'bransla.ted by C. C. Rasmussen tm:l.a.dalphia:
Muhlenberg Press, 1952), D. 320

28srtin Iuther, "Psalm 82," transiated by C. M. Jecobs, Luther's
Works, XIII ed:l.tea by Jarosla.v Pelikan (St. Iouis: Concordia
Touse, 1956), p- 49-

297. E. Mayer, The Religious Bodies of America (St. ILouis: Concordie
Publishing House, 1954), p. 209.
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Tt should be noted that this particilar view is the opposite of
‘that- whlch most consemvative ILutherans hava felt in the past. lost have
Telt that the wey to fulfill the Church's social responsibility is to

help the individuel member to be a Christien in 211 his callings, Bs was !
' Indicated ebove. This view would have the Church be instead or at least
in epddition, the consclence of the State or govermment in a comunity,
rebtﬂci.qg and exhorting them on the basis of God's Iaw. As was said
above, the thaological velldity of this viaw and its Implications,
together with the epplication on a local Church level, are things that

must yet be sbudied.
F. Conclusions of the Study

L. ‘e Church is thes creation of the Holy Spirit and consists of
all in vhom He has worked faith in the vicarious atonement of Christ. 3

2. Thbe Church becamas viaible in that plece whers the Gospel is
tenght and the Szoramenits are administered.

3. Those vio gather in this plesce for the purpvosz of administering
the Word and Sacrazments oxe members one of another inssmuch as they are
members of Christ's Body, the Church. Tms they ave that true commmity
God wille in Christ Jesus.

k. The Spirit creates end maintains this community through the
edninistration of the Gospel and the Sacraments.

5. The Local Church hes & responsibility to maintein itself as a
camunity by the administration of these means to all phases of the lives

, of its members. This means that the local Church must give especial
attention to helping lts members leed sanctified lives towards ome
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enother. This is its first responsibility towards itself es & commnity.

6. The local Church also £inds itself in the midst of a larger
camunlty cousisting of alil the people in this ares vermanently settled.

T« DBecause these peopie ere by neture sinful and seli-centered
their natural tendshey is o destroy the community. To prevent this CGod
hes willed Govermuent o waintuin the community by force.

8. The Church end Government are both creations of CGod end work
toverds the maintainance of the coomuniiy. However, they differ ss to
their ultinete goale, means and motivation.

S. Towards this largsr cammunity the local Church has the following
soclal responsibilivy:

a. Ly evangelism 4o bring ebout the conversion of ths
individuals in the comamunity and thus let Christ rule in
vheir hearis.

b. 10 educete, guide and motivote its members to fulfill their
social responsibility in all their callings.

¢. and sane say, inesmuch as it is possible to be the
conscience of the commnlty end its govermment by preaching
the Law.
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