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A. The Tapk

Paul in his letter to the Epbesicns speaiks continmually of the unity
that is. theirs as members of Christ's Body, the Church. He urges then
0 be eager to maintain. ths unity of the Splrit in the bond of peace.
Then ha goes on to point up the nature and grounds of this unity. I
is @ unity which arises fron the fact--there is and can be but one body;
one Spirlt, one hope, cne Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one CGod."2@

They ere ell members of thot one body of which Christ is the Head
end they are the members. There is one Spirit. This seme Spirlt has
given tham ell life. This same Spirit brought each one of them to felth
cnd made then members of this Body. This Spirit dwells in 211 the
memberc. "By one Spirit," writes the Apostle, "ere we a1l beptlized into
ons body."3 ioreover they have all been called to one hope. Thay heve
2ll besen celled to be saintc of Cod. Tals cell hes produced in each one
the pure hope of inherliing eternal life with God. EIEven now they have
the earaest of the Spirit.¥ Thaey 211 hove ome Zord. Tais Lord hes
bought 211 of then with Bio holy, preciocus blood. ILikewise they eve all
slaves ard subjects of that Iord. They heve all one feith. Thay all
believe that for the salw of Christ's desth they heve forgivensss and
ebernel life. They bave one beptiem. By this baptisa they have been
bound together in the ceme covenont with Christ and with each other.

2cherles Hodge, Comnentery on ithe Bpistle to the Ephesians (Grand
Ropids: Wa. B. Berdnans mnshin'E Co., EL"s‘E)‘, D. 203.

31 cor. 12:13.
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"For as many @s have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. « « «
Ye ere all one in Christ Jesus."S Finally there is ome Cod end Pether of
then all, vho pervades them all.and abides in them all. He it is who
£11ls them end controls them.

These are the great fects that make the Body of Christ a unit and
a cormmmity. However not a2ll have attained to this unity. There remains
vet much to be done until all reach mature manhood. A lobt of growing up
wust be done. Many are yet children and need the proper food. The
members of the Body then must minister the food o cne another so that
the vhole Body grows up in every wey into Him wvho is the Heed, into
Christ. REach member then must realize thabt he has a tesk to do, ramely
that of helping every other member grow in love. Wien each member is
vorking properly, bodily growth tales plece and the Body upbuilds itself
in love.5 :

This tesk 1s carried out by the Body when the members in love speak
the truth to one emother.! The truth thet they keep reminding one
enother of is that Christ Jesus, their Esad and Iord, has died for their
sing and thus full etonement hes been nade. Cod has forgiven them and
mede them His children. By falth in Christ they are mesmbers of Carist's
Body end members one of another. WmmammmMﬁ
the Body are to do for one another Paul proceeds &b soue length to carry
out his function es an Apostle and member of the Body of Christ. EHe

5@2.1- 3 321,28-

GMO h’la-lﬁn

7.']17:!.(1., VB, 1-5'
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beglns to speak the truth in love so that "in every way” +the Ephssian
Christians might grow up inbto Christ. Hs points out how the truth must |
be: apolied to the everyday situatione of life.

Local. Chuyches have bsen carrying on this task for centuries. HFow-
ever it is a fact that there have often been times and places when these
Cihrirrches should have been apeaking the truth in love to one another amd -
they did nob. This is true today. Much confusion remeins in the miuds
of the nembers of Christ's Body eboub how their Christian faith is
related to their work their mecreation, thelr euployer or employee, their
Pamily, thelr politics and the way they use their money and many cther
areas of Christilan life. There is much that Cmiches should be doing
for thelr members in giving direction and guidence concerning the multi=-
tude of soclel relations in which the individual members find themselves.
Mthough much hes been done end much 1Is belng done, still it seems to
this writer that pastors end meubers of loezal Churches must give much
more thought to some of the social relations Paul mentions here.

Paul gposks of many of the social relstions in vhich Christians find
thenselves 85 he oxhorts and guldes hls congregetions. It 1s the purvose
in the remeining part of this chapter to point out some of the areas of
life to which Paul glves his attention. This 1ls done only to noint up the
fact thet if Paul was willing to give guldsnce and instruction in these
areas of life it is 8%ill the task of the local Church today to do so on
the basis of the princinles found in the lew Testerent. 1o atitempt is
here made.to elaborate upon or to epply these principles to any local
situstion. That remains the task of the Chuvch in the place. If the
Church does this it has elveady gone & long wey down the rosd towards
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flfilling 1ts soclal responsibility towards its commnity.

B, Commmnicetions

The generzl ruls that Peul leys down for the Eghesians is thet they
are to be "imltstors of God, s beloved children. 'And welk in love, as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering end
sacrifice to God."® Heving set up this as the general principle he
epplies it to the variocus sitvetilons in which these Christlans f£ind
thenselves.

In these éii:wa.tions words ere exchanged. There is cammmication
golng on. Paul telks especially ebout this. Taey are mot to tell lies.
They ore not to slander one another. If their neighbor bhas slandered
them or spoken unkindly they are o0 let him lmow that they forgive him as
Cod in Christ forgeve them. Thay are to evoid filthy lenguage, silly
‘tell: end foolish Jesting. They ere inctsad to speck ithe truth to ome
another ead use words that will help their neighbor in Christ to grow in
foith and love. And let them express their joy by glving thanks.

In this day vwhen there ore so many words exchanged between people
Christions tend to lose sight of the real value of words. They arve
basberded with words from every side. Ve have a multitude of ways of
cormmicating with one ancther. We have radio, television, telephone,
books, movies, magazines, signs, end lstiters. Because of this partly,
meny have not given serious thought to the meening of God's gift of

81m1a., 5:1,2.
91bid., 43125,29,31,33; 5:4,06.
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speech. It becomes the task now more than ever before for.the members

of the Body to help one another to see just whet the real value of words
ic. The Church must help 1ts members to evold those commmicetions which
w11l not edify the Body, but: rather. teer it epart. Advice and gaidance
mst be given concerning good literature. Advice and guidance must-be
given concerning radlo, television, movies and plays. Advice and gnidance
maet be given concerning the. people wiﬂzwhanbothuldandyaungahmldl
assoclate. Wasrever words are being exchangad and cmm:l.ca:bing is golng :
on there either Satan ie abt work destroying the Christiea commmity or
Chyist is et work through His members building it un.

C. Isbor

Waet is said ebout communications in general is epplied eleo-to
other arees of life. Peul speaks about the‘la‘bor relations among
Christiens. Slaves are to cbey their masters as to Christ, with goodwill
as to the Lord end not to men, ' lMesters are to treat their slaves as
fellow members of the Body of Christ.l0 In his letter to Fnilemon Paul
elaborates upon this in even greater detall.

Paul elso bas scmething to ssy ebout the purpose of work. The thief
is no longer to steal. Rather he is.to labor. In encther place Peul
writes, "if any m:l.cl not work neither should he est." The reason for
work is "that he may be able to give to those in need."ll

In these deys the Church is forced to give more ettention to the

lolbid.-' 635"9;

U ps14., 4:28; 2 Thess. 3:10.
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broblen of labor relations. The members of Christ's Body in the place
are faced with questlons ebout unions, strikes, and relations between
thelr fellow Christien employer or employee. On this level Christians
are making decisions that either upbuild or tear epert. They elso £ind

thamselves working at a Jjob without Inowing why and for what reason. |
They need help in finding goals ond purpose for their work elso. Their

fellow Christisns owe them the obligation of thinking through with them

oa the basis of God's Word the problems they face.

D. Femily Relationships

Paul bas much to sgy ebout the famlly in his letter to the Ephesians.
Hz tells how Christian wives are to consider thelr Christiaa husbands and
hugbends their wives. He points out how Christian children are to act
towerds thelr parents and vhat the cbligation of parents is tovards thelr
childven. These reletions eve carried on as members of Christ's Body and
hence as members ome of enother.l®

Here it becones the responsibility of the Church to give guidance
aad instruction concerning ell the meny varied family relationships. The
members have aun obligetion toward one another in the erea of sex,
courtship, merrisge, divorce, and education. Here too they must speak
‘the truth in love so that in every way they might grow up into Him who
is the Head, iato Christ.

12poh.. 5:21=63k.
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E. Vorchip and Art

Paul, as a Jew, was aleo femiliar with the beautiful Psalms and
cheats used in the worshlp service of the Jews. £uch things Christians
might well use in their worship elso he feels. He urges the Christiene
to “be filled with the Spirit, addressing one encther in psalms and hymns
and splritual songs, singlng and meking melody to the Lord with ell your.
beart, elways end for everything giving thanks in the name of ocur Iord
Jesus Christ to God the Father.™3 In his letter to the Philippians Faul
writes, "whatever 1s true, whetever is honorable, vwhetever is justh,
vastever is pure, vwhatever is lowvely, whatever is gracious, if there is
any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
Ehings "M '

Fram such advice the local Church might well conclude that it should
serlously conslder how 1t might vse aids such as nusic, hymns, poetzry,
painting, erchitecture and dreme in bringing the message of the truth to
the mewbers of the Body of Christ. Here a vest and exceedingly rich
field opens up. TIrou its very begioning the Christien Canrch hes been
the Mother of ‘a rich, highly edifying and extremsly varied culture.
Today there hes been added to this £leld that which is knowm as visual
aids. The Church should use these ailds wherever end whenever possibla
in its worship, its asrchitecture, the homes of its members, ia its
education program. All this is done so that "in every way" the Body

13_19_1_(1_., 5:19,20.
pniy, 4:8.
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might grow up into Him who ie the Head, into Christ.

lio doubt many more conclusions might be drawm from this very rich
detter to the Epheslans. For instencs Paul speake gbout how Christians
are to use ‘their leisure time. These few camients have borely scratchsed
the surface. The purposs wes, however, oaly to point out 'I'.ha.t the loeal
Courch hes en extremely varied and importent tesk to fulfill towerds ites
penbers. Although geperalizetions are dangerous, it nevertieless must
be eaid that at times the Lutheran Churches have been 50 busy fighting
bettles in the field of justification that they bkave lost them in the
correcponding f£ield of sanctification. There remeins meuy battles to bs
fought yet there. Important as it is to remember thet & men is justified
by grace through faeith, it 1s also importent that he be given guidence
exd direction as to how to live out this life in Christ for the welfere
end ediflcation of the Dody of Chrisbt, the Clurch.




CHAPTER IV
| THE CORUNITY

&s the Chureh in the place looke zbout 1t sees thet it does not
stond alone. It is part of o larger group of people known es its coue-
mmity. In this commmity there are various prcblens end difficulties
that must be solved. There cre commmity activities that influence the
thinking end lives of the people of the Church eithsr negatively or
positively. Before the Church is oble to ansver the question es o whnt
'ms:;omsib:!.lity it hap towerd thic larger community it must define for
iteelf vhot is meant by the cammmity. It will heve to be swvare of what
the commmity does end how it meintains itself as e commnity. It will
have to know whet it can expect fm the comnmity and then it can decide
what it can contribuic. .

I @ general wey this chopter exmxines the community. It defines
the cormnity end the goverament in thet cormmmity. BEaving done this id
eontracts the Church with thet commnity to goals, means and motivation.

Lo '.I.‘hecamuniw

e first thing that Alstinguishes ome coummity £rou anotber is
the people living in the commnity. "Esch locel commmity mey be thought
of as an eree of selection, drawing to itself people who arve similer in
background and living stendards, and also es an ares of cheracterization,

influencing the behavior of those who live within it ard affecting their
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socinl gtending.”l In o rurcl commmity, £or exammple, nesrly ell of the
people mey be faruers who have lived there for generations. Their

ctandard of living will be much the sane no matter vhere you go in thot
commnity. These choracterizaetions will in turn affect the people who
live there.

A community elso hes boundardes. Most hooks on (hurch adninistration
and plamning stress the fact that it is necessary for & Chmrch to define
the boundaries of the community it wishes to serve. In o city ths
boundayies uay be set by raillioad tracks or a highway. In e rural area
it mey be sone arge such as e towmship. AC any rate the local Church
must decide the boundavies of ite commmmity.

P Vnere people ere gethered in a commmaity 1t is necessery thab
certain rules be followed that the cammunity might maintein itsel:f.
Hence there is usually within the community some sort of governzent to
cuforce and supervisc thoee laus and regulations. Just what the functions
of this govermment ere will be examined in more detall below.

Ong final merk of o coamnity yet to be considered is its permanence.
Lock of pemanence on the part of residents degtroys the commmity. The
people have no obligations apd usually little or no interent in the
people in this commumity. Aiypiealmodemdearemhcfagroupo&?
people gathered in onc place who are yot not a commmnity is the trailer
courts of our land. Eere people come and go very rapldly and seldom is
it posslble to establish any sense of comzmnity.

What will the Church look for in its commmity? A group of pecple

Lnrray H. Ieiffer, The Effective City Church (New York and
Hashvlille: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, > De WD

B o i
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with pimilar backgrounds end living stenderds permanently settled emd
regulated by some type of govermment operating within the bmmdaries_ of
this commmnity. Qt’ this conmmity the local Church will ask, What is
cur socilel responsibility?

B. Origin of Commmity

As the local Chwurel vievs its conmmiby 1t is forced to esk whether
this commnity, with the maris of a commmity es defined above, is soac-
thing thet just bappens %o be. Is the commmnity merely ' group of
reople who essociebte for promoting self-interest or group interesti"e
Or mey 1% be sald that the cowmmlty is more then this, thel 1t is
ectually a part of Cod's will and ereationt

Lather wae definitely of the latier opinion. In commenting upon
Pealn 82:1 he writes,

Coserve that he (Psalnist) cells all commnities or organized

ascemblies "the congregation of Cod," beceuse they ere God's oun,

ond He acceptn then as His own work, Jjust as (Jonch 3:3) E= cells
lineveh "a eity of CGod." For He has made, and makes, all
conmnitlies. e still brings them together, feeds them lets them
grov, blesses ond preserves them, gives them fields and meadows,
catile, weter, air, sun and moon, and they have, ewen

body end life, as it is written {Cen. 1:29)."3

Cod wills that there be & commmity where people live together in
hemmony end concord. however es the Clmrch looks et the commmity and

the people in the cozmmity it is aware of one thing that usually is

2Joseph Baroutunicu, "The Person in the Commmity," The Clurch end

Social Responsibility, edited by J. Richard Spann (Hew York and

Tashville: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, ¢.1953), p. 42.

Sertin Iuther, “Psalm &2," translated by C. M. Jacobs, Luther's
Horks, XITI, edited by Jaroslav Peliken (St. Louis: Concordia
House, 1956 5 De 46. ’

I
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overlooked by soclologlats end social plowning groups. That is that the
devll is et work in the community. . "The end and goal of the enemy's work
1s de=th, disorder, evil, degtruction. This is evident in both individnal
and groun rele.t:!.onslzips.“""‘

It is 'bec_:cmse of this opposition of the devil that God hos created
such & thing as govezmnt.em order within the cazmmity to nmeintaln
the commmity. The crested orders are part and parcel of God's dynemie
eggrension ogeinet the devil end one of ‘the mogt effective of these
orders is goveranent. Iuther vividly describes this in his ccmnents on
Pselinm 82. He points cut vhy govermuent is necessery end why any thoughts
gbout rmling cud meivtaining a commmity by means of the Gospel alone is
Imposeible.

Therefore 1t is out Of the question thet there shounld be a ccmmon

Chrigtion goveyment over the vhole tworld, nay even over one land

or canpony of people, since the wicked: always outnumber the good.

Hence o men who would venture to govern oun entire country or the

world with the gospel would be like g shephexd who should plece

in ocne fold wolves, lions, cagles and sheep together and let then

ningle with one another Treely end sgy, Help yourselves; and be

good and pesceful among yourselves; the fold 1s open, there is
plenty of food; have no fear of dogs end clubs. The sheep, for-
so0th, would keep the pesce and would allow themselves to be fed
end goveraed in peace, bub they would not live long; nor would any
beast keep froa molesting ancther.?

Government is o creetion of Cod and is absclutely necessary in this
world if e commmlty is o0 be maintalned. This is true because of the

very fect that ell men are sinuers and children of Satan. Elton Trueblood

Ymigar M. Carlecn, [he Church snd the Public Comsclence
{Philadelphia: mmlenbérg Fress, 1956), ps We

Suartin Luther, "Secular Authority: To what extent it should be
obeyed (1523)," Worits of Martin Iuther, III, translated by J. J. Schindel
(Philadelphie: A. J. Holmen Com Cmaxw end the Castle Press, nqd.), P 237,
Hereefter this wi:l.l be referred to as "Secular Authority."
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mekes this fact the argument for a democracy. He writes that

‘the most profound ergument for democracy is the realization,

fundementelly Biblical in origin, thet the love of power is so

pervaslve and so inordinate that democracy, which means a systen

of mutuel chacks, even upon the ruler, is the only alternative to

injustice and oppression. . . . Democracy is necessitated by the

fact that men ave sinners; it is mede posslible by the fact that
ve know it.

VWhether one can agree with Trueblood that Demoeracy is the only
elteractive to injustice and oppression is one thing. However it is
important To realize thet govermment of some sort is the only elternative
to oppression and injustice. This is definitely a Biblical teaching.

The Bible mekes it quite clear thet govermment is from God end according
to His will. "let every person be subject to the governing euthorities.
For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have beea
instituted by Cod (Rom. 13:1)." And egain, "Be subject for the Lord's
seke to every Institution, whether it be to the eumperor as supremxe,
or to governors 28 sent by him to punish those who do wrong end to praise

those wiro do right (1 Pet. 2:13,1%)."
C. 'The Function of Covermaent

The Bible cutlines the functions of govermment. In determining the
true function of government in a community it is well that what the Bible
says be considered. Passages that apply are as follows: Cen. 14:15;

1 Sem. 15:33; 1 Kings 18:40; lMatt. 22:15-22; Rom. 13:1-T3 Acts 10:34F.;
8:30; 13:12; 1 Cor. 10:3; 12:13; T:10; 1 Tim. 2:1-8; L:l; 1 Pet. 2:13-1T3
Psalm &2.

6Elton Trueblood, Foundations for Reconstruction (New York: Harper
Brothers, 1946), p. 108, e T T



