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The Interpretation of St. Mark’s and St. Luke’s Gospels. By R.0.H.
Lenski. Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, O. 486 -- 761 pages,
512X8%;. Price, $4.50, net. Order from Concordia Publishing House,
St. Louis, Mo.

The Lenski series of commentaries, of which this is the third volume,
have drawn the attention of comservative theological circles throughout
America, and that with good reason. Though one may not like the oc-
casional overemphasis on the philological side of the exposition, no ome
will deny that the work is painstaking and thorough. In many passages
the light thrown upon the true meaning by the author gives a great
amount of satisfaction. We are pleased to note that the author places
Matthew before Mark and that he defends the authenticity of the end of
Mark. The discussion of Quirinius and the census is short, but adequate
for ordinary work. He contends for the three-verse form in the Gloria
in cxcelsis, which will certainly appeal to many. We do not always find
ourselves in agreement with the exposition, as when the author, in Mark
4,30, makes Jesus the mustard kernel or when he occasionally uses lit-
eralistic translations; but the work on the whole is on a very high plane
of excellence. The author’s position on election is given in the exposition
of Mark 13, 20: “The clect are elect because God's grace succeeded in
bringing them to faith and to heaven; the non-elect are what they are
because they obdurately and to the very end rejected this saving grace
of God. God wanted to include all men in the elect; many absolutely re-
fuse to be included. Since the whole course of the world and every man’s
complete life was present to God in all eternity, He then already made His
election.” — The mechanical make-up of the book is excellent, and the Lu-
theran Book Concern is to be complimented on putting this splendid book
of over 1,200 pages on the market for such a low price.

P. E. KRETZMANN.

Die Wunbder bed Neuen Teftamentd. TWege und Abwege ihrer Deutung in ber
alten Rirdje bi8 gur Mitte des filnften Jahrhunderts. Bon Lic. Theo-
logiae Hermann Sdhlingenfiepen, Privatbojent an der 1ni:
vecfitdt Bonn. DBerlag bon €. Vecteldmann, Giitersloh. 1033. 228 Sei-

fen 616X0%. fPreis: M. 8.40, fartonicrt; M. 10, gebunben.

@8 ift bies ber adytundiwaniigfte Vand in der Sammiung wiffenjdaftlider
TRonographien, die al3 cine MNeibe in den ,Beitrigen ur Forberung driftlider
Zheologic* (herausgegeben von D. A. Schlatter und D. W, Liltgert) cridheinen.
Bo man aud) bad bvorliegende Bud) aufjhligt, e8 ift immer intereffant. Dem
Derfofier Tommt e8 nidht darauf an, dic Wunbder bes Neuen Teftaments im all=
gemeinen ju bejpredyen; er toifl biclmehr barlegen, toie bie alte Kirde ihnen gegens
iiber qeftanden Bat. Gin Blid auf die JInhaltsangabe der vier Teile zeigt bies
fofort: ,I. Die neuteftamentliche Wunberiiberlieferung bei ben apoftolifdhen
Qitern. II. Das Gegenbild bed8 nenteftamentlichen Wunbders in der apolrhpbhi=
fhen Qiteratur. III. Die Betrachtung der neuteftamentlihen Wunberberidte
unter apofogetifhem Gefihtspuntt. IV. Die Wunber des RNeuen Tefaments im
Glauben und in der Qehre der Kirche.s TWir Haben e daher eigentlich mit efner
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ficdhenbiftorifchen Studie su tun. Freilidy will der Verfaffer mefhr fein als ein
blofer Photograph alter Meinungen; er Hofjt, durd) feine Urbeit feinen Jeits
genoffen Belfen ju fdnnen, die redite Stellung jum TWunber einjunehmen. Weds
Balb cr aber in ber Ginleitung fagt (S. IX): ,Nod) immer berrdyt untec uns
bem neuteftamentlichen Wunberberidt gegenilber eine tiefgreifende Verlegenbeit,
bon ber faum cin eitgendifijdier Forfder gany ausgenommen fein diicfter, ift
bem offenbarungsgliubigen Cefer etivad unvecftindlih. Der Unglaube hat die
Wunber ftetd abgelehnt; der gliubige Ehrift erfennt fic boll unb ganj an, loenn
er aud) mitunter feufzen muf: .Yy glaube, licber HGrr; Hif meinem Unglaus
Ben!* Wihrend jenes Wort und hier und da die Mritif, dic an den Scriftftelern
ber alten Rirdye geilbt wird, BVedenlen in unsd Herborrufen, lejen wic mit Genugs
tuung (S, 219): ,Grft den Meformatoren ivieder toar e8 gegebem, givifden dem
allmddtigen, {ddpferijdhen Wirlen Gottes und bem BVermdgen bes Menfden, audy
bes frommen Menjdhen, Iar ju unteridheiden. Gine gange Welt des frommen
Sdyeins vergeht daritber in ein Nidhis. In neuer Nraft aber leudytet bad Evans
gelium auf, ba8 bon ben Wunbdern bes HEren und jeiner Voten geugt, das Evans
gelium, in defien Vertiindigung nady der Verheifung der Schrift das einft Ge:
fdehene feine @Glauben mwirfende Madit und Gegentoart behdlt bis ju dem Tag
ber fommenben Bollenbung.” Der folgende Saff, aus bem Shlufwoct genoms
men, madyt uns einigermafen mit der Anfdyauung des Verfaffecs belannt (S. 219):
»Ta8 Jahrhunderte hindurd) iiberiwviegend Glegenftand religifen Trdumens und
Sdwirmens ober fragiviicbiger rationaler Glaubensbegriindung getvefen toar,
toitd bon ifhr [ber Ehriftenbeit] wicder vor allem als Gegenftand der ju Chriftus
berufendben Predigt verftandem, in bder der cinft geoffenbarte, erhohte HEer mit
feiner Siinde, Not und Tod {fiberwindenden Madht nad) feinem eigenen Befeht
unb mit Vertrauen auf feine Jujage alé lebendip gegenivdrtig beseugt wird.”
Wiahrend oir uné nidt verhehlen wollen, daf einige Ausfprachen ded Verfaffers
uns mit Jweifel erfiillen, ob feine Ghriftologic wirllich die des Neuen Teftaments
ift, fo milfien wic jeinem Budje doch unverlitryten Tribut gollen, wenn toir auf
Unlage und Ansfilhrung der unternommenen Acbeit adyten. Bejonders ift Gers
borjubeben, daf die in den Fufnoten beigebraditen jablreihen Jitate immer
genau im Original angefiihrt werdben. Audh jollien wic nod) extodhnen, daf bie
Summierung der Angrifie auf dad neuteftamentlidhe Wunber feitens des Geljus
und bes Porphhrius und der Gegenargumente der driftlihen Apologeten cinen
Glangpuntt bes Werles bdilden. W Arndt.

Conscience. By 0. Hallesby, Ph. D., Professor in the Independent Theolog-
ical Seminary, Oslo, Norway. Translated by C. J. Carlsen, M. A. Pub-
lished by Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, Minn. 157 pages,
514 XT7. Price, $1.00.

Professor Hallesby presents the Scriptural doctrine of the conscience
most impressively. He thoroughly explores the vital issues connected with
the workings of the conscience, takes issue with “the evolutionistic concep-
tion of morality” and with the antinomian tendencies found also within
the heart of the Christian, and points out the distressing situation pro-
duced by the erring conscience and the evil estate of those who, persisting
in ignoring the voice of conscience, are deadening, or have deadened, their
consciences. If we would have our people bow before the authority and
majesty of the conscience, we shall have to impress upon them these
truths: “Then comes that which is most remarkable of all. The judgment
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which the I pronounces upon the I is entirely ojective and unbiased. . . .
Here it is no longer a question of what is pleasant or useful to me, but
of what is right. Here it is not a question of what I desire or wish, but
of what I should or ought to do.” (Pp.14.19.) Our author does not find it
necessary to resort to the use of scientific terms and abstruse conceptions
in treating of these deep matters. He has the happy faculty of presenting
the clear teaching of Scripture in the simplest of language. And the Ian-
guago employed by the translator is clear and fluent English. In view of
all this we deeply regret that we cannot recommend the treatise unquali-
fiedly. There are & number of statements with which we cannot agree.
It is particularly the pietistic-synergistic theory of the progressive con-
version, of the status medius, which mars the book. “Through this awaken-
ing God has now made possible the conversion of the awakened soul. The
latter must now choose. He is free to choose whatever he wills. But he
must choose. . . . At the very moment that the awakened soul makes this
decision to repent, he performs the first act of faith. He believes in the
Law of God. ... In the latter event it is clear that faith is a fruit of con-
science. . . . If he chooses to submit, faith is born within him . . . as the
Gospel is then preached to the awakened soul, who now, by believing in
the Law of God, has reccived mew cars with which to hear the Gospel”
(italics ours) ; “we see how faith in the grace of God begins to grow. . ..
In repentance the sinner decides to submit to the authoritative demands
of his conscience, to fulfil the requirements of the Law, and thus makes
his life conform to the will of God. By the choice which he thus makes
in repentance he attains simultancously to faith.” (Pp. 67f. 96 f. 126.)
And on page 127 we have the explicit term “the early stages of his con-
version.” This section of the treatise lacks the clarity that inheres in the
other portions. Naturally. One cannot form a clear concept of a case
where there is awakening and the stirring of spiritual faculties before the
creation of faith, of life. And the matter becomes more confused by the
author’s emphatic repudiation of all synergistic implications. Professor
Hallesby does not want to make room for synergism. “As long as I, ac-
cording to my inherent nature, think that I must have a part and that
I must assist the Savior in accomplishing my salvation, whether it be by
repentance, contrition, or faith, so long do I put forth opposition to the
salvation of God, whether I myself realize it or not.” (P.102.) That is
a fine statement. Man has no part in accomplishing his salvation. But
the theory of the status medius, holding that spiritual powers are working
towards conversion in the heart of the “awakened,” not yet fully con-
verted sinner, does virtually assign to man a part in accomplishing his
salvation. — Aside from these aberrations the book offers very valuable
material to the preacher and pastor. Ti. ENGELDER.

At the Lord’s Table. Edited by Danicl Nystrom. Augustana Book Con-
cern, Rock Island, I1l. 127 pages, 5X73%. Price, §1.00. Order
through Concordia Publishing House, St.Louis, Mo.

A collection of fifteen preparatory, or confessional, addresses by as
many pastors of the Augustana Synod. Ii these excellent, Seriptural, in-
teresting, and appealing addresses are really, as stated in the foreword,
“typical of the sermons preached to our people at Communion service,”
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against o “too materinlistic conception” of the words of institution one of
the contributors says: “It is Christ’s personality we receive, and that is
infinitely more than flesh and blood. That is spirit and life.” (P.46.)
We cannot allow the use made of this distinction. The Swedish term for
the preparatory address (skriftetal) is ctymologically referred to “Serip-
ture” (p.60); we have been accustomed to connect it with the English
shrive and not directly with the Anglo-Saxon scrifan. There is a notable
uniformity of treatment and unity of doctrine in these sermons, without
conformity to any stenciled pattern. The book is worth the attention of
our pastors. ToH. GRAEBNER.

Jnbien und das Chriftentum. I. Teil: Indifde Frommigleit. IL Teil: Das
Ringen dbes Ghriftentums um bag indifjhe Volf. Won Prof. D. theol.
Hilto Wiarbo Shomerus. Budhandlung bes Waifenhaufes,
Halle=Saale. 1931. 1932. I. Feil VIII und 198 Seiten. Preis: ALO.
II. Teil VII und 265 Sciten 5% X8%. Preis: M. 12.

Der Verfaffer war friiher Mijfionar der Leipjiger Lutherijhen Miffion in
Anbiem, ift jest Profefjor fiir allgemeine Neligionsgejdichte und Miffionstiffens
fdhaft an ber Wniverfitdt Halle:TWittenberg und gilt als einer ber Hervorragenbften
Gorfder auf bem @ebicte der Religionsgefdyicdhte. Gr ift mit JIndien und ben
Religionen JInbiens aus langjihrigem Anufenthalt und Studium mwohl decteaut,
und feine Sdrift ,Buddha und GEhriftus — cin Vergleid) jweier grofer MWelts
religionen” ift audh tiivslich in diefer Jeit{dyrift (3, 154) befproden worben. Gany
bor Iurzem Bat er aud) ein Werl unter bem Titel ,Nft bie Bibel bon JInbien abs
bingig?* becbfjentlidt, in ber er biefe veclefrte Unnahme mander modernen
JReligionshiftoriler juriidieift. Das vorlicgende Werl, au deffen beiden Teilen
nod) ein britter Teil fommen toird, foll cin bolltindbiges BVild bon dem Kampf
geben, ber jwifdhen dem GEhriftentumn und dber indijhen MReligion entbrannt ift.
Der erfte Teil will jeigen, was fiir religidfe Krifte aud) heute nod) im indifden
Bolf vorhanben und wirljam find, foll gewiffermafen das Terrain geigen, auf
bas bie dyriftfiche Mijfion den Samen des Ghriftentums ju fireuen fidy bemilht.
Der Jioeite Teil [dft cinen VId tun-in das Ningen des Chriftentums um bas
inbijhe Voll, {dildert das bisher von ber Miffion in JIndien Grreidhte unbd bie
gegentodrtige Lage. Der bdritte Teil liegt nod) nidt vor; er toicd die indijden
religidfen Gebanfen unbd bie entfprechenden chriftfidhen Gebanlen einanbder gegens
itberftellen. Das gange Werl muf fiic alle, die fih mit der driftlichen Miffion
in Jnbien bejhdftigen, interefjant und toertvoll fein. Wir Haben feldft fhon
cinige Rapitel feiiber gelejen, al8 fie al8 rtilel in der ,Mlgemeinen Gb.sLuth.
Rivdenzeitung” und in dbem ,Jahrbud) ber Sidfifhen Miffionslonfereny” erjdyies
nen; aber lic mitffen aud) geftehen, baf toir in vielen Puntten nidt fo ovientiect
find, baf; wwir ein felbjtindiges 1lrteil bdariiber ausfpredyen fomntem. Befonbers
inteceffiert hat uns bas erfte Kapitel im gweiten Teile, dic Gefdidte bes Ehriftens
tumsS in Jnbien bi& 1500, und der Verfaffer ftellt al8 Grgebnis feiner Unters
fudungen feft, »bak ¢8 um die sweite Halfte ded vierten Jahrhunbderts nad Chrifto
bereits dyriftliche Gemeinden in Sibinbien gegeben Hat; daf fie dlter find, ift allers
bing® nidyt unmbglid), 13t fi) aber nidyt fidher betveifen”. Gr nimmt om, bk
bie erften Gfriften in Siibinbien, die fogenannten THomaSdriften, eingevanberte
Perfec waven. Miglidy aber ift aud), daf ¢85 burd) frembe Miffionare gelwonmene
eingeborne Jnber iwaren, und er mennt als das dltefte Jeugnis file die Exifteny

:
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ditiftlider Gemeinben an der Wejttitfte Jndiens mit Ridhard bon Garbe, dem b=
tilfmien Jndologen, ,ben Bericht eines Gopptifdhen TMOndes KoSmas Jnditos
Pleuftes, der 525—530 af8 Raufmann mehrere HandelSreifen nad) Jndien gemadit
fots, (II,©.9.10.) Der BVerfoffer bermutet wohl mit Medht, daf bdie wenigften
Lefer alles fn einem Juge lefen erben; aber geivif toerden folde, die fich fiber
indifdhe Vechattniffe und Unfdauungen, namentlid) auf bem Gebiete ber Religion,
otientieren rollen, immer micber au diefem reidhhaltigen Werle auriidlehren.
Q. Fiirbringer,

The Hutterian Brethren, 1528—1931. A Story of Martyrdom and
Loyalty. By John Horsch, author of A Bricf History of Chris-
tianity; Menno Simons, His Life, Labors, and Teachings. The
Mennonite Historical Society, Goshen College, Goshen, Ind. 168
pages, 6X83%;. Price, $2.00.

This volume is No.2 of Studics in Anabaptist and Mennonite History,
obviously published to celebrate the four-hundredth anniversary of Ana-
baptism (Mennonitism). The first “study” was written by H. S. Bender
and bears the title Two Centuries of American Mennonite Literature,
1727—1928. But of the series the present volume, no doubt, is the most
important, not only because it has for its author an outstanding Men-
nonite historian in our country, but also because the “Hutterian Brethren”
formed the real backbone of the movement which generally is known as
Amabaptism. The author affords the reader not only a thorough general
history of the movement in Moravia, Hungary, Transylvanin, Russia, Wal-
Iachia, etc., but also gives a good account of the doctrines and principles
of the scct. The movement was opposed not only by Catholics, but also
by the Reformed. The author’s chapter on Zwingli’s merciless suppression
of the movement in Switzerland is of special interest. He shows more-
over that the Hutterites did not adopt the radical individualism and
fanaticism of the followers of Muenzer, but that they differed from com-
mon evangelical Christianity mainly by their belief in community of goods,
“non-resistance,” and their refusal to take oaths and to hold public office.
They rejected infant baptism, of course, since to them Baptism was chiefly
a public profession of faith. Much misrepresentation has been spread
about the Hutterites both in former and modern times, and John Horsch
has done the cause of church history a real service by trying to get at the
facts on the basis of reliable sources. The bibliography is quite complete,
listing not only books and artieles, but also important manuscripts. The
whole book is written in that charming, simple style which is peculiar to
Horsch and makes all that he puts down on paper interesting and de-
lightful reading. No librarian and historian ought to overlook this in-
structive little volume. J. T. MUELLER.

Discipleship. By Leslie D. Weatherhead. The Abingdon Press, Chicago.
152 pages, 5X714. Price, $1.00.
The Oxford Group Movement. By G.(.Gast. The Lutheran Book Con-
cern, Columbus, 0. 30 pages, 514 X7%. Price, 40 cts.
Two outstanding discussions of the Oxford movement, or Buchmanism,
one by an English promoter, the other by an American Lutheran eritie.
Weatherhead is a British Methodist, who has accepted Buchmanism as
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the solution of the Church’s ills. The familiar concepts of Surrender to
God, Sharing (mutual confession), the Quiet Time, and the Guidance (im-
mediate suggestions from God) are set forth with great carnestpess and
with unusual beauty of style. Professor Gast’s book was written before
the publication of Discipleship, but serves as a reply to it, point for point.
Throughout, it takes the position of strong disapproval taken by our con-
tribution of several years ago to CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY.
TH. GRAEBNER.

Proceedings of the Seventeenth Convention of the Central Illinois
District of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States.
60 pages, 6X0. Price, 25 cts.

This report, brief as it is, contains the business proceedings of the
Central Illinois District in a form which will appeal to the historian. The
doctrinal essay was read by the Rev. C. A. Weiss, his topic being “Lessons
from the Life of King Saul.” Here is excellent material for Old Testa-
ment study, especially for Bible-class work. It would be most commend-
able if many pastors would work out their own Bible lessons, preferably
with the assistance of the many excellent doctrinal papers contained in
many of our synodical reports. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Bezzel-Brevier. Worte jur Befinnung und Vertiefung im Anfdluf an Sdhrifts
worte auf alle Tage des Jahres. Bon Hermann Beggel Jufoms
mengeftelit bon Johannes Ruppredt. D Gundbert:Berlag, Stutts
part, 252 Seiten 4X6. Preis: Kactoniert, Rm. 2.40; einfadher Seinenband
Rm. 3.

Bejael ift Schrifttheolog und glaubt an die Grldfung, fo durd JGfum Chris
ftum gejdhehen ift. Dies Vithlein ift intereffant fiir den ThHeologen, dex Bepyeld
Darftellungsiveife ftudieren madyte, aber taum paffend fiic dben Durdjdynittsdyriften,
ba bdic Darlegung nidt einfadh) genug gehalten ift. Auferdbem ift die Uuslegung
und Unwendung 3u ftart nationaliftifch, ald dafy fie viel auferhald Deutfdlands
gebraud)t werben Idnnte. Betont wird au viel das deutfhe Volf unbd ju twenig
bie driftliche Gemeinbe. JIm iibrigen aber, wic gefagt, ift das Bildlein wohl des
Gtubierens toert. Selbft wenn man fitr dent{hamerilanijhe Vechiliniffe den
©til nidt Heritbernehmen fann, {o fann man fi) dboch baran bilben.

P.E Rrehmann.

The Living Bible, Chapter by Chapter. A Devotional Commentary
on Each of the 1,170 Chapters of the Bible. By Amos Wells, D.D.
W. A. Wilde, publisher. 343 pages, 4X6. Price, $1.00.

Daily Communion. By Samuel M. Glasgow. Wm. B. Ecrdmans Pub-
lishing Co. 390 pages, 4X0%%. Price, $1.00.

The Day’s Worship. Edited by Charles B. Foclsch. United Lutheran
Publication House. 385 pages, 414 X634. Price, 75 cts.

Here are three handbooks for daily devotion, each different from the
others. In the first the well-known Dr. Amos R. Wells, formerly editor of
the Sunday-school Times, offers prayer summaries of all chapters in the
Bible; and these may be used when the Bible is read chapter for chapter
in daily devotion. That Dr. Wells is a Fundamentalist is evident on every
page of his book.—In Daily Communion each page contains a complete
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devotional exercise, including the text, meditation, and hymn stanza. The
suthor evidently also belongs in the camp of conservative Christianity. —
The last book likewise has a complete devotion on each page and covers
the secular year, with special devotions at the end for the movable days,
like Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, Easter, etc. Each devotion contains
text, meditation, and prayer. The devotions were prepared by a number
of Lutheran pastors and leaders and are grouped under weekly topics,
like The Eternnl God, God’s Plan of Salvation, Sin, Temptation, Church,
Family, Citizenship, etc. The language is chaste and churchly.
W. G. PoLACK.

Graded Memory Course for Lutheran Sunday-Schools and Other
Institutions. Published under the auspices of the Board of Chris-
tian Education by Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.
03 pages, 5X7. Price, 15 cts.

We bid o glad and hearty welcome to this Graded Memory Course
published by our Board of Christian Education and express not merely
our firm hope, but our convietion, that it will soon be introduced into all
our Sunday-schools. The course is based on the Lektionsbuch fuer ev.-luth.
BSonntagsschulen, published in 1809 at Elmira, Ont., by Pastors P. Graup-
ner and R. C. Vorberg, the final edition of which was printed in 1908. The
sainted Pastor Wim. Luke, in 1930, published a revised and extended edi-
tion of this booklet under the title of Lektionsbuch fuer Schule und Haus.
One of his lnst acts before his death in the fall of 1032 was to prepare
an English version of his revision. This version forms the basis of our
present course.

The course includes the Primary, Junior, Intermediate, and Senior
departments, so arranged that the Primary Department may continue the
use of printed memory cards furnished by Concordin Publishing House.
The memory material consists of Luther'’s Small Catechism, Seripture-
passages, hymn stanzas or whole hymns, and prayers. At the end of every
lesson reference is made to a number of Bible-stories. Since all the
material for every lesson is correlated and all classes learn parts of the
same lesson on a given Sunday, opportunity is given not only for brief
Catechism talks, but for concert recitation of the memory material,
a splendid method of embedding the material in the minds of the children.
While for obvious reasons one will not needlessly deviate from the plan
suggested nor from the material offered, the course is sufliciently flexible
to suit, with slight changes, practically all the varying requirements
throughout Synod. Unless such changes are really important or actually
necessary due to local conditions, they had better not be made, lest in-
experienced teachers be confused. While naturally one may wish to have
one or the other text included and wonder why other texts are chosen in
preference to one's favorite texts, yet both the choice and omission of the
Seripture-passages bespeak experienced, practical teachers, and if one feels
that texts must be added, one may do so. Let us bear in mind here also,
and here especially, the old German adage In der Beschraenkung zeigt
sich erst der Meister. Non multa, scd multum.

It was & happy thought to reduce the volume of new material in the
Senior Department. How great the temptation for teacher and pupil to
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the solution of the Church’s ills. The familiar concepts of Surrender to
God, Sharing (mutual confession), the Quict Time, and the Guidancs (im-
medinte suggestions from God) are set forth with great earnestness and
with unusual beauty of style. Professor Gast’'s book was written before
the publication of Discipleship, but serves as a reply to it, point for point.
Throughout, it takes the position of strong disapproval taken by our con-
tribution of several years ago to CoNcoRrnIA THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY.
Tx. GRAEBNER.

Proceedings of the Seventeenth Convention of the Central Illinois
District of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States.
50 pages, 6XX9. Price, 25 cts.

This report, brief as it is, contains the business proceedings of the
Central Illinois District in a form which will appeal to the historian. The
doctrinal essay was read by the Rev. C. A. Weiss, his topic being “Lessons
from the Life of King Saul.” Here is excellent material for Old Testa-
ment study, especially for Bible-class work. It would be most commend-
able if many pastors would work out their own Bible lessons, preferably
with the assistance of the many excellent doctrinal papers contained in
many of our synodical reports. P. E. KRETZMAKN.

Bessel-Brevier. Worte gur Vefinnung und BVecticfung im Unfdluf an Shyrifts
oorte auf alle Tage deS Jahres. Von Hermann Bezzel Jufoms
mengeftellt von Johannesd Ruppredt. D Gundert=Verlag, Stutts
;:H. 252 Seiten 4X6. Preis: Kartoniert, Rm. 2.40; einfadjer Leinenband

m. 3.

Beasel ift Schrifttheolog und glaubt an die GErldjung, fo dburd) JEfum Chris
ftum gejdhyeben ift. Dies Bitdhlein ift intereffant fiiv den Theologen, der BVeypels
Darftellungsweife ftubieren midite, aber faum paffend file ben Durdfdnitisdriften,
ba bie Darlegung nidt cinfad) genug gehalten ift. Auperdem ift die Auslegung
unb Unwendung ju ftart nationaliftifd), ald baf fie viel auperhald Deutidlands
gebraudjt werden Idnnte. Betont wird ju viel bas beutjdhe BVolt und au mwenig
bie dyriftlide Gemeinbe. Jm ilbrigen aber, wic gejagt, ift bas Bildylein wOHI des
Stubdlerens wert. Selbft wenn man fiir dentjhamerilanijde Berhiltniffe den
©til nidt Heritbernehmen fann, fo fann man fid) boch daran bilden.

P.EC RKrejmeann.

The Living Bible, Chapter by Chapter. A Devotional Commentary
on Each of the 1,170 Chapters of the Bible. By Amos Wells, D. D.
W. A. Wilde, publisher. 343 pages, 4)6. Price, $1.00.

Daily Communion. By Semucl M. Glasgow. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub-
lishing Co. 390 pages, 4X06%. Price, $1.00.

The Day’s Worship. Edited by Charles B. Foclsoh. United Lutheran
Publication House. 385 pages, 414 X034. Price, 75 cts.

Here are three handbooks for daily devotion, each different from the
others. In the first the well-known Dr. Amos R. Wells, formerly editor of
the Sunday-school Times, offers prayer summaries of all chapters in the
Bible; and these may be used when the Bible is read chapter for chapter
in daily devotion. That Dr. Wells is 2 Fundamentalist is evident on every
page of his book.—In Daily Communion each page contains a complete
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devotional exercise, including the text, meditation, and hymn stanza. The
author evidently also belongs in the camp of conservative Christianity. —
The last book likewise has a complete devotion on each page and covers
the secular year, with specinl devotions at the end for the movable days,
like Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, Easter, ctc. Each devotion contains
text, meditation, and prayer. The devotions were prepared by a number
of Lutheran pastors and leaders and are grouped under weckly topics,
like The Eternal God, God’s Plan of Salvation, Sin, Temptation, Church,
Family, Citizenship, etc. The language is chaste and churchly.
W. G. PoLACE.

Graded Memory Course for Lutheran Sunday-Schools and Other
Institutions. Published under the auspices of the Board of Chris-
tian Education by Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.
63 pages, 6X7. Price, 15 cts.

We bid o glad and henrty welcome to this Graded Aemory Course
published by our Board of Clristiann Education and express not merely
our firm hope, but our conviction, that it will soon be introduced into all
our Sunday-schools. The course is based on the Lektionsbuch fuer ev.-luth.
Sonntagsschulen, published in 1899 at Elmira, Ont., by Pastors P. Graup-
ner and R. C. Vorberg, the final edition of which was printed in 1908. The
sainted Pastor Wim. Luke, in 1030, published a revised and extended edi-
tion of this booklet under the title of Lektionsbuch fuer Schule und Haus.
One of his last acts before his death in the fall of 1032 was to prepare
an English version of his revision. This version forms the basis of our
present course.

The course includes the Primary, Junior, Intermediate, and Senior
departments, so arranged that the Primary Department may continue the
use of printed memory cards furnished by Concordin Publishing House.
The memory material consists of Luther’s Small Catechism, Seripture-
passages, hymn stanzas or whole hymns, and prayers. At the end of every
lesson reference is made to n nmumber of Bible-stories. Since all the
material for every lesson is correlated and all classes learn parts of the
same lesson on a given Sunday, opportunity is given not only for brief
Catechism talks, but for concert recitation of the memory material,
a splendid method of embedding the material in the minds of the children.
While for obvious reasons one will not ncedlessly deviate from the plan
suggested nor from the material offered, the course is sufficiently flexible
to suit, with slight changes, practically all the varying requirements
throughout Synod. Unless such changes are really important or actually
necessary due to local conditions, they had better not be made, lest in-
experienced teachers be confused. While naturally one may wish to have
one or the other text included and wonder why other texts are chosen in
preference to one’s favorite texts, yet both the choice and omission of the
Scripture-passages bespeak experienced, practical teachers, and if one feels
that texts must be added, one may do so. Let us bear in mind here also,
and here especially, the old German adage In der Beschraenkung zeigt
sich erst der Meister. Non multa, sed multum.

It was a happy thought to reduce the volume of new material in the
Senior Department. How great the temptation for teacher and pupil to
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add to the material in this department! Yet how serious a mistake to
grant the permission to teachers to teach, and to pupils to learn, new
material before the fundamentals have been thoroughly assimilated. An-
other happy thought was to break up long passages into short clauses,
thus facilitating the understanding and memorizing of these passages.

The course offers ample opportunity for reviews, which experience has
proved to be so necessary for thorough indoctrination, reviews not only
on special Sundays and in all grades, but occasional reviews by the various
grades during the course of the year. TrEo. LAETSOR.

BOOEKS RECEIVED.
From Fleming H. Revell Company, New York, London, and Edinburgh: —
Quiet Talks on the New Order of Things. By S§.D.Gordon. 108
pages, 414X7. Price, §1.25.
Christ for Me! And Other Addresses. By Oharles Forbes Taylor.
86 pages, 5X734. Price, $1.00.

Reue Kirdlidie Beitfdyrift. Heraudgegeben von . Vergbolt, TH.
b.Zahnt, F Beit, . Jhmels  und andern. Deidjert, Leipyig. 44. Jahes
gang, 11. Heft. 48 Seiten. Bornbdufer: ,Der WUrfinn des Liedes ,Ein’ fefte Burg
ift unfer Gott'~; jiei theologifjdye Gutadyten (Wtarburg und Erlangen) ilber bie
Bulafjung bon Ghriften jitdijher Hecfunft ju bden Gmtern ber deutfdien ebans
gelijdyen Rivdye; G. Tormdhlen: ,Das Thema des Ndmerbriefs* (L. Teil) ; BVergs
bolt: ,3Beitidriften-Rundjdhau.s — 12. Pejt. 48 Seiten. §F. Mimer: ,Der Uns
fprud) der Gegenwart an bie Pibagogil®; E. Tormihlen: .Das Thema bes
Romecbriefs” (Sdlup); J. Bergdolt: ,Jeitidriften-Rundfhau; . Becgbolt:
»Jum AB{hIuf” (bie Jeitfchrift erfdjeint hinfort unter bem Titel ,Luthectum®).

Zheologie ber Gegentvart. Herausgegeben von K. Veth, O, Eberhard,
W.Eidrobt undb anbern. Deidjert, Leipaig. 27. Jahrgang, 10. und 11. Heft.
51 Geiten. @erh. Heingelmann: ,Neuerjdeinungen auf dbem Gebiet ber Religionss
pbilofophie, Dogmatif, Ethil.e — 12, Heft. 44 Seiten. . Strathmann: Reus
exidyeinungen auf dem Gebict de8 Neuen Teftaments (Paliftina; Jubentum; Auss
legung; sur neuteftamentlichen Theologie; sur Gefdyichte des Urdyriftentums; aus
ber Urbeit ber latholijhen Theologic; Parergon).

NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

In order to render satisfactory service, we must have our current malling-
list correct. The expense of maintalning this list has been materially in
Under present regulations we are subject to a “fine” on all parcels mailed to
an incorrect address, inasmuch as we must pay 2 cents for every notification
scnt by the postmaster on a parcel or periodical which is undeliverable because
no forwarding address is avallable or because there has been o change of address.
This may seem insignificant, but in view of the fact that we have subscribers
getting three or more of our periodicals and considering our large aggregute
subscription list, it may readily be seen that it amounts to quite a sum during
A year; for the postmaster will address n notification to ench individual od-
ical. Our subscribers can help us by notifying us—one notification (postal
card, costing only 1 cent) will take care of the nddresses for several publications.
We shall be very grateful for your cooperation.

CoxNcorpiA Punrisnixa House, St. Louls, Mo.

Kindly consult the address label on this paper to ascertain whether your
subscription has expired or will soon expire. “June 34" on the label means that
your subscription has expired. Please pay your agent or the Publisher promptly
in order to avold interruption of service. It tankes nbout two weeks before the
address label can show change of address or acknowledgment of remittance.

When paying your subsecription, please mention name of publication desired
and exact name and address (both old and new, if change of address is requested).

Coxcorpra PunnismiNg House, St. Louis, Ao.
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