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roots and li.te of ea.oh individual. are very deep~ entwined in the~ 

and communit;y (in this instance the tam~ and oannnmity ot the Church). 

Reginald E. o. White ~ss "Socia~, no mn 1a an. ialand: His 

thoughts, feellngs, reactions am growth are inaeparab~ cODditioned by 

his circle. Rac1al,4, in dat'iance ot all artU'ia1al. barrier•, ve are 

bound in the bundl.e ot ll.:te with all the human :tam~." 2 As we at~ the 

Scripture on this matter we ne that a.lthougb. spiritual li.te ia tbe moat 

persona.l o:r all experienaes, yet the need :tor \lilit;y with othera 1a most 

important. Christ aaid, "B,y this aball all men knov that ye are �~� d.18-

aipl.es, it ye love one another." 3 The 1Ddividua1 Christian• a experienae 

ot Christ may be sincere, and ;yet v1ll be narrow, oo1orl.esa and l.1a1ted 

if it is kept in isolation f'rom the bre'bh.ren. In the Old Teataaant aa 

we shall see the i'aith was a oorporate atfatr.4 Th-, tribes, the .taai­

lles, and the who.le Jewish nation were oWI united corporate unit. The 

Scr1ptura1 empbaaia upon personal. expert.nee, personal. responsibility, 

and personal. teatiJll~ 1a a.iwaya made within the :traaevork ot the COIIIIIU­

nity ot our Savior God and H1a Church throughout the Old and New Testa­

ment down to the present tille--and l.ookiDC torvvd to the return or 

Christ. Al.~•, at t~ center o~ Ohrut:lan tell.ovship is the shared act 

of worship and the un1't7 or omaon PJ'&lW• ReaiDald White 001aenta: 

Becea:tb the JATel vhiah in'tell.eot and varied interests divide •n 
f'rca eaoh, other, ap1rita do •et, avarene•• ot God 1a heightened, 
souls are enlarged and made inoreaaixlg.q reaponsbe., ditterence• 

2itegimld E. O. White, Pr&Jer ,!! !!!! Secret (Bev York: Harper &Dd. 
Brothera, c.1958), P• 113. 

3John 13,35. 
4 
In1'ra I p • .14 • 
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d.isaol.ve and greater thinp become oonceiva'bl.e 1D that recapturing 
o:t elemental. human unity which may be experienoed 1n rel.iaioua 
:tellowahip. Each contributes, and 1s aontributed to: and 'the 
total. va.l.ue ot shared devotion is much greater than tha sum o:t all 
its parts. Each 1s enriched by vhat ha giv.e a~ .5 

Probab~ the moat ba.aia pa.asap for this pa.per 1a tbe prcai.se ot 

Jesus: "If' two ot you shall a.pee on earth as touchins &ey'thina that 

they aba)J aak, it shall be done for them ot my ~ther which 1a 1n 

Heaven.116 The ear~ Christiana diacovered that~ gained immenae~ 

1n authority and power when the Bainta •hared 1n the approach to God. 

We t'ind them~ together at the ohoiae o't Natthiaa, 1n ruponae to 

persecution :tor the rel.ease o:t Peter and :tor the aiu.7 Paul pnqa nth 

the elders ot the ahuroh at XU.tua and at Tyre. 8 United pr~ 1a one 

o:t the f'our maru o:t the Apoatollc aCIIIIIWlity 1n vh1oh the i.ntecoatai 

converts "continue," and concerted ~ at the templ.e at appointed 

hour■ t'iDda P9ter aod John 1n att-ndaoce. In Advance Nyazine, June, 

l.956, the quotation 1a given that "the Church o:t Jeaua Christ vaa born 

in a prayer meet1ng." Su.oh Metinp are a.lnJ• the ap1r1tual. thU"IIClallter 

o:t the Church. It 1■ alJlo intereatina to note that Joint ~ eern.oe 

seem to h&v. :tound a place vi.thin the Apoatollcs varah1p--1'or uw.1l.ed 

1nstruct1ona are g1-,en ooneerning apeeoh, orderliDeaa, the CO'ftl"ing ~ 

the bead, topioa ~or requeat, and the oorporaiie utteranoe o:t the "Aaen."9 

5 White, ~- ~-, p. 1.15. 

6watt. l.8: l.9 • 

7.Aata l:24J 4:24J 12:5. 
8Aota 20:36; 21.15. 

9i'AprU 1957 - 'fbe ll9l.l.ovah1p o:t Pl'a7fl'," AdftllOe' lllpsine, Ill 
(June, J.956), 45. 
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Beside times tor prqing together 1n the oongregation, mention is 

made~ united fallli~ prlQ'fl". ~ thi■ ve rei"er to l Corinth1an• 6:5 

and. J. Peter 3:7. Pnqer vaa taken as normal in the Chriatian houaehold. 

When the Nev Testament is studied it is eas~ seen that communion with 

God ( and that done together vi.th others) vaa a regular am. esaential. part 

ot Christian experience. Reginald White, who writes extensive~ on this 

subject 1n hi• book~ Secret is Prayer declares that "united pnQ'er vas 

at once the highest expression and the •ureat aateguard Qt the Church's 

oneness in Christ, and to which preval.ence mucah ot the riohne•a and depth 

ot Apostolic experience muat be attributed."10 He goes on to sq that 

without a doubt our apirituaJ. experience and power would be 1nuneaaureab~ 

greater it we aould recapture this art and cuatom ot regular~ pnQ'ing 

ll together. George Buttrick, in his book entitl.ed Prayer sqs "the need.a 

ot the Church are -.DT and urgent, but the)' might all be met b)- the 

J.even ot genuine corporate pn.)'81"."
12 

As Christiana prqed. with each other, ao the7 alao ~ tor each 

other, with earnest •111p11:tq and deep conoern. White llsta aix re:ter• 

encea aonaerning the "pr.,.ert'ul. remeaiberanoe" ot parted :trienda or the 

"bridge" aa he aaya or~, that unite• in ooaaon under.-taod1ng and 

concern thoae aa pt stranger• in the tl.ellh but one in Christ. Theae 

passages ares Roaana l: 9J Coloaaiana l: 3J 2t lJ Phillippiaml l: 3,4; 

Epbesiana lsl5,l6J 3114.; Coloaaiana 41l2J and l '!heaaal.oD1•u• 112,3. 

12aeorp A. Buttri.Gk, l!:!fer (Bev York: »1ogdon Cokea'burJ, a.1952), 
P• 292. 
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Buch intercession great;cy encouraged the young pastor T1mothyl3 aa it 

al.so increased the spiritual. indebtedness of Phil.emon to PauJ..14 

It is al.so interesting to note how Pau1 constant;cy expre•H<l hia 

de•ire that his churches voul.d pray for him.15 

This great man of work and prayer leaned heavi;cy on the prayer 

partnership of the ordinary rank and til.e convert• in his oonp-egationa 

and who by this means ot community and prayer 1'ellovahip entered deep~ 

into aJ.l. his enterprises tor the Gospel.. Note how the leader 1n vriting 

the l.etter to the Hebrews "beseeche•" auo.h 1nteroeas1on t'roa the con­

gregation, that he might be restored the sooner to bis reader's tel.lov­

ship.16 Paul. al.Bo asks such interoeaaiona ot the R01111LI1 and PhUippian 

congregations. 17 SUch mutua.l. sharing, bf intercession, 1n the labor• of 

the Apostles was counted a very reaJ. "helping together" (2 Corinthians l.: 

ll), and a "striving with me in 70ur prayers" (Romans 15:30). White ~a 

that the experience of prayina tor ea.oh other here becomea not aimp~ 

mutual. concern but corporate partio1pat1on in the labor of the ICingdom.J.8 

Fina~, w ahoul.d notice the ~r• or these ear~, ardent Saints 

ottered for each other'• spiritual. imprOYemnt, am tor the gift ot the 

Spirit.19 Nor, were their interoesaiona confined to the brotherhood 1n 

132 Tim. l.: 3. 

l.4Philemon 4. 
1~. 6:18; Col. 4:3,4; l. 'l'heaa. 5:25; 2 'Jheaa. 3:.l; Phil.emon 22. 

J.6He~ l3:l9. 

l. 7 ROID&ll8 l.5: 30; Phil. l: l.9 • 

~-, ~• oit., P• ll.9. 

192 Cor. l3:9; Phil. l.:19; Col. • .l:9; 2 'Blee■ • l.:ll; Acta 8:l.5. 
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Ohri•t. They ~ed ror bl.eaainga on the ainning 'brother, u on the 

aickJ prayer vaa requested tor Simon the Sorcerer 1111ned1ai:.e)¥ fol.loving 

upon Peter•• rebuke and very a1gnit1oant~--Paul. never oeaaed to pra7 

20 tor unrepentant Iarael.. Thua ve see 1n the at~ ot the ear~ Churoh 

emerging trOlll the Book ot Aota, and the lives ot the Apostles expreaaed 

in their epistl.es that a vho~ new qual.1t7 ot c0111111unal. J.Ue tlouriahed.. 

It tound expression 1n mutual. &JJDP&t.h7, l.oyal.ty to each other before the 

persecuting world, 0011111lUDit7 ot SOod..&, diaaol.viDC ot all barriera-­

raeial., rel.igioua., and soci&l.--in unit7 1n Christ, and in ab&red vor•hip. 

This prized "koinon1&" or apiritllal. onene•• was a new thing 1n the 

earth: and it found no outl.et and no stronger reintoraement than 1n 

prayer with and tor each other be:tore the et.rnai throne. Men tOWMl 

that becauae "Ood ia .love," they v.,re nov &l.l. one 1n Ohriat.21 

"All one 1n Ohriat Jeaua" meant, 1n their conaeption, &l.l. one 1n 

actual. experience o:t uni.t7 with Chriat 1n vorllhip, 1n comrad.uhip., 1n 

vork, and ••pea~ 1n ~er. '!'heir motto llight well have been., "Wit 

stand together and we intend to lmNl topther"-tor •o at l.N.at their 

writings make claar.22 'l1he7 found their unit7 1n Chriat &Zld preaerved 

it in their pr.,-er tel.lonhip with Bia. 

A atuq ot the .Rev Testament vUl. abov that Jeaua • vord about the 

brother &Del the gU't and the al.tar and Kia ocrs..,., to J.ove
23 ahova that 

there oan be not tti. alight.at doubt that pr&7er aeana Cbriati&n unit7. 

201 John 5:16; Jamea 5:l4J Aota 8124J RClll&DB lOil.. 

21aai. 3:28. 

22n,14. 

23-tt. 5,23,24. 
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Hearts that pr~ long and earnast~ to the Pather, through one 111141atar, 

by one spirit, cannot remain indiU'erent to each other. U intelliaence 

does not make it plain then conacience will: tor w ahaJ.i sure~ t'1.nd 

that enmity, division, and untriendlinea■ atand up acaua~ within 

the soul. whenever we •••k the preHnae o:t the lm'd. Ve seek, aa Je■ua 

said, "OUr Father," not each hi.a OVD, but each aeeking help 01" the 

Flither of all. And in our~ expertenae Goel b~ ua all in om. 

Thus it :ls precise~ correct when Pa.u.l 8&1'• 1n Eplwa1ana 4, 

There is one ~, and one •pirit; effn aa ye are cal.lad 1n om 
hope of your ca)l1ng~ one IDrd, one f'aith., one bapti■m, one God 
and Flither ot all, who is abaft all and through all and 1n you 
all. But unto eveqone of w, ~ s1ven graae according to the 
measure o:t" the s1tt; ot Chriat. 

Through this :t"ellowahip we are to speak the truth in love and contuwe to 

grow up together and into Him in all thinga vho 1a the Bead, even Chriat. 

Chabbure.b 

I{ 
uaooiation, party; 

eapecial4' those united ~or eating the Putc>YV lamb in ccap&l)J'.25 'l'hia 

began when Oocl c.t•: n ?Jd.S. Moee• to inati1;uw the .-..■ovar., abort~ be:tore 

the chUdren o:t Iarul w.re driftJl °"" o:t the laD4 01" Egypt. Eftr ■inae 

that tiM it wu tile cuatoa o:t the peoplAt to va11. until the f'ir■t ■tarot 

tbe evening voulcl appear aZl4 -U..n the)' VOQld. ptbff 1n -u p-ou.pa tor 

prayer and ~ even1ng ...i--~ia eapeoialq bef'an tba Sabllath da1' p 
26 

2~. 414-7. 
2~. 12:4. 

26,.Ba'bburah," A D1ot1~ o:t" tba 'Dlr-1a, 'l'be 'l'e]m14 Babli aDd 
Yeruahala, u4 ~ ii14raih1~tiraive, ompiledby Maroa Jiiirov­
(Hew York: 0:-P. PUtmm1• Sons, l903), l:, la.16. 
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The importa.nae ot Cbabburah tor ua 1a that thi.s vu a ouatom tol­

lowed by the taitht'ul. Jews. They gathered together 1n arnell groups and 

prayed and ate together betore tbe Sabbath. It was an in:tarma.l., yet 

very important and bl.eeaed :f'ellowahip which the)- Bhared. Jeaua hi:uelt' 

with His d1sa1pl.ea probab~ ~ times shared the Cbabburah together. 

'l'h1s ancient custom would caapa.re t~ with our own taai~ devo­

tions held atter the evening meal. and pa.rtiaular~ a.a the~ pre­

pared tor the reception of 'lhe lord's Suppir on the lord's~. 

M:1eyan ll~ meana "to aount"1 it 'WBa tbe quorum 

necessary tor public worship in~ Olcl 'l'e•ta..ut. It wu the rule 

among the Israelite• that the smallest co'Ogl'egation which vaa permitted 

to hold public worahip was one made u.p o'I at laaat ten •n who IN8t b4t 

at the minimum bo;y• at laaat Offr the aae ot tbJ.rteeu. ~- bo1• tar 

this and other rells1ou.e purpoaea wr• eountecl u •n• nie vriter in 

the Jewish Encycloped.ia say• that ~ m1nimlm ~ ten men 1a n14ent~ a 

survival in the Synagopia 'lor a liUClh old.er 1Datt:1'vt1on 1n which tb8 ten 

h~ of ra.111•• ll8d.e up the emellen poU~iaal diriaion. Jbr inatance, 

1n ExodwJ J.8 Noeea on the advice o~ Jethro, hia tatber-in-lav, appo1nu 

chief's of tel19 a.a well aa cahie1'• ot .tiniea, o~ h'IIDdreda and ot thou­

sand.a. 27 The rnmber ten 1a dariftd. t'raa tba Bi,1-1:Loel edah ("congrega­

tion" h 1n ll\lalaera JJu 27 ten JMD are UlldAl&"atoocl ~ the tcra "co~ga­

t1on" (ai'. alao OUUia 18:23-32). A pu))lle cl1Tina serviae conta1u1ng 

a-r .. ~," ~ J~ ~ (llev York: J\ulk am Wsgne,Us, 
1916), P• ll.04. 
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the kaddish, kedushah, Prieet:q Bl.easing and the N8d1ng o£ the 

Torah oe.nnot be held without a Min;yan (Megillah 4:4). However, where 

t4'n J8'W'ish men are asaemblAld, an;y kind of Jewish divine aerviae, ~ 

Yam Kippur, oan be b.eld 1n its coaq>lete term, vi.thout there beins re­

quired. the services of a rabbi or the ministrations of a priest. In 

cases where there are nine men present tor services, am it 1a impoa­

sibla to secure another man, a minor may be counted a.a the tenth for 

theMinyan. 

Even in ancient Palestine it was not al.~• easy to obtain a 

Minyan, since the settlements~ erneU and the inhabitanta ftr4!t al.l. 

enaaged. in oooupe.tiona, According ~o Mlglll.ah l.:6., a place 1n which 

there vere ten ''Ba.tlanim,11 1.e. ten men who 'WIil"• :tree from their ocau­

pationa and. trades to the extent that tu;y vo1untar~ -went to t,be 

house of prayer at the time, c:1$aignated tor the. various serviaea, wa 

regarded as a great city. Bag1nn1ng with tbe Dias})ora it became a 

ditt1au1t matter to aecure a Minye.n. HtmCM the cwrtca daveloped of 

hir1Il8 Jewiah men for this purpoee; the•• hirtld K1n;,yan ~• came 

to the synagogua, .. pee~ on week day•, and made it poaaible to 

hold div1De Hrvi.aaa. Such a person, in popular apeech., is called a 

M1Icya.nmawl~ 

It u 'ffQ' intereating 'too note t.bat tradit~onaJ 1~ and hiator1-

ca~ while th-. JIB.)' have been maay V0IDltll p:reNnt there Deftrtbelaaa 

had to ~ at J.eaat tan men to hold a wm-ahip H'.n'ice. While women 

IJ!8Y in certain aoDtinaexusiea haft taken an aat1ff part in public serv­

ice by ~1ng pa.rt• ot' the weekq J.eaaon, none ot' the authoritiea 

s~ at oomitina the waaen ill the ~- Tod.air in ret'anaed aongre­

gationa., on the bula ot' the oneraJ. prinoiple of the t'ull. rel.1gio-lapl. 
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qua.J.it;y or men and women, the women are inc~ 1n the counting~ a 

~an.28 

The writer in the J'eviah EnaJ:olopecUa eommanting ~n the Bab)'loo1an 

Talmud 5a1s that Scriptural authority for ten men constituting a aongre­

gation is ~ound. 1n the words o:t lha.bera l.4:27i "llov long aball I bear 

with this evi.l generation which murmur aga1ns+. me?" 'lh1s 1a a re:tereDOe 

to the scouts who went out to sw 1n the laDd o:t Cane•n. 'lhere wre 

twel.ve 1n a.ll, two of wham, C&J.eb and J'oahua, were h.1.th1'ul. and ten vere 

doubters and did not believe that God would give them the vicrtol7 1n 

settling this l&Dd. 'l'he exact couneotion here vi.th the ten evil or un­

bel.ievina spies and the ten needed :tor the Minpn is not exaat~ clear to 

the author but nevertbelasa this is the re~renoe :tor the beg1oo1ng o:t 

the number needed :tor oarryiog on o:t varah1p. All the male Israelites 

o:t the proper aae, unl.eas they vere under the ban, or bad ope~ aevered 

their connection with their brethren b7 pro:tesaing a hostile creed, vwe 

counted amons the need:tul. ten even thoush tbe7 may have been notorioua 

and habituai ainDera. 

It 1&B the t'irm be~~ the Sape that wherever ten Israelite• 

were assembled either :tor vorahip or :tor the stuq- or tbe l&v the 

Sb.Mk1neb (Divine) "dwlla" among them. In other words, wben ten men 

sit dovD together ton~ the law and to worab.ip, the P.reMnae dwell.a 

81110118 t.bem; :tor it 1a aa1d 1n Psalm 82: l. "God [EJ.oh1n] standeth in the 

congreaation." 

IC1Dg Solomon's pra,er o:t l. K1nga 8128 "Yet haft thou reapeot unto 

2a..N1npn," The Universal. Jevi.ah ~, edited b7 Iauo 
LaDdZQM (Bev Yorks ~ Universal. J'eviah~:la, Ino., 1942), VII, 
5TI-578. 
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the prayer of thy servant, and to hie supplication, o lord ,q God., to 

hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, •••• " is shown t.o aean by Abba 

l3enjam1n as noted by the Jevisb. Encyoloped.1a to mean that m.n•• ~ 
is best heard at the Synagogue, for where men sing, there &lao they 

should pra;y.29 Other c:ominentators noted 1n the Enazelopedia artioJ.e held 

that ror the purpoae ot a~ or prayer peopl.e could J1Nt in even neJJer 

numbers th,an the tfln and that there was even value for the• one vho med:1.­

t.ates or pr~• alone; but theatre•• 1• put upon the merits and H.Ored­

ness of the ~an. 

rt is interesting then, to note the etreea put upon the~ ror ten 

people to be prea•nt tor a worship Mni,ce. Far some reason the vaaen 

did not aount. ~ could have ~ ~ VOMJl preHnt but unlaaa there 

were ten men th~ cou.ld not hold the aernoe. For our purpoaea however, 

the empba.sts :ta upon the f'a(it that their vorahip services and their 

:rorme.i prayers wre to be held a.a a corporate group expr-1on. Through­

out the Ol4 Te•tament th.-e 1a great •tn•• upon th• c~ity and the 

need f'~ corporate prayer &o4 ~••ion 1n VOHhip. 

'.rbe Bight B..,...nd. Bichud s ••• Emrieh 1n a sermon ent1t1-d., "'!'he 

Five !llrlul ot a Baal.~ Pariah" 4-a.ribe• what be ftel.■ 1a •-Dtial. tor 

a c:cynamiQ ~gation. 

~at, I can al..vaJ• te.U whnbff • ob.uroh I vu:l.t is loftd and 
oared tor. Dou 11; -.ll ol.ae,Q or aut,, 1a the vood pnliehecl 
and the bra■• llhined., and ~ bpn and ~ boob in ardar? 
It 1• not -..y to vonhip Ood 1n •low¥ pbyaical eurroWJd1np .. 



Second, I l.ook for signs of -r&llovahip 1n a churclh--vbat everJ• 
one wants is to be loved and needed. Amer1oa is on the move, 
new people are constantq caning to our towns and cities~ 
other parts of the aountry. 'lheJ are l.ODeq, tbeJ feel uprooted, 
they need to be vel.oomed into the hmiq fell.ovah1p of Christ's 
church. 

Third, ! ~ for .! spirit of worship. lillen ve worship ve 
recognize the authority under which ve stand. Christ is our 
King. we recognize and obey Him as auoh. Bov aan w speak vith 
authority unless we are under His authority? lllen we aeue to 
worship Him as our Lord and Master, we beoane no1o a-ohurah but a 
ol.ub. (Under11n1Iia rii!ne T - -- - - -
Fourth, we need a sense of deat~. her7 7ear f1ffJr7 church 
shouJ.d be taking new ground for our Lord and His 1CuJadm. 

Fifth, ve need l.o)'al.ty.--Lo)'al.ty to those 1n authority over ua, 
our ordained and elected leaders. Without this ve will have 
anarchy and d1vis1on.30 

The remarks to the point of worship are singularq interesting. 

Again, speaking to the point of proper warship, Dr. John Bau.as in 

a sEm:Don entitled "The True Function of the Parish" make& a number of 

briJ J1ao+. obaervat1oilB pertiou.larq aonaero.1.Dg 1ihe "parade of triviali• 

ties," as he oal.ls them. He bas this to sq, 

For a long time I have had an unoomt"ortable reeling that ve 
ahurabmen are varking 1nduatriOWt~ •~ 1n our pa.riabe■ without 
asld.Dg too~ arit1aal. questions about vb.at we are doing or 
~ va are doiJJg it ..•• 

• • • It may well be that moat of those tb:Snga upon vh1oh ve U8\ULJl¥ 
congratulate ourael.ves--statiatioal. ino:reue■ 1n mamberah1p, 
erection of nev ohuroh l,111Jd1ng,a, larger ool..lsGt1ons of aoneJ', 
aleverq oontr1vecl pramotioD&l. venturea--u plJNB&D't a■ thq are 
for ua to behold ill our human pride, ~ viewcl aa the sole eDlla 
~or vh1ah our pariabes exist, are repugnant~ &Jm1gb't7 Goel. 

I believe ev1unoe oan be seen tbat the true ~ion o~ a 
parish 1a ob■cllD"94 todq b7 the attitude aoat man haft ~oarcl. 
the ahuroh • s proper and OODB'tant ola1ll that the Ohriatian reli-
gion alone oan save the varl4. • • • 

30Belen Smith SboaneJrer, Paver~ Prapr: Group (Ve■tvood, 
Nev Jersqi Fln1ng 11. Revell, a .19 ~ 5~. 
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It is customa17 for allot us to lay the blame tar publics 1Ddit­
:terenae to rellgion at the door ot the aeCJU.larism and material­
ism of our age. It is rzr:, personal. opinion that neither ot these 
does as much harm as does the constant plU"8d.a ot tr1vi&l.it1es 
[underlining mine] which the typical. chm-ch program otters to 
tha publ.ic. This program is o~ rare~ related to the real. 
issues whioh are clawing the soul. ot modern man to shreds. • • • 

••• We have all gotten so caught up in the success ot running ot 
the church that it is common tor maey to think that business 
activities are identical. with religion. To ptq mortgages, to 
build new parish houses, to put on a drive tar new members, to 
hold bazaars, l.wlohes, dinners, &Dd bake aal.es--a.ll ot this is 
admirable, but it is not religion. To con:tuse it vith religion 
is the ever present temptation of the activist American • 

• • • We all need to get a clear grasp again on what the spirit­
:f'illed :tellowship was like which came into existence immediate~ 
after Pentecost. What it did to people, your parish and mine 
should be doing to people nov •••• 

. • • It is a growing conviction of mine that no parish can t'ul.:rill 
its true :1"unct1on unl.ess there is at the ~ center ot its 
leadership lite ! small community ot qui~t'anatic, cban&ed, 
and t~ converted Christiane underl.ining mine. The trouble 
with most parishes is that noboey, including the rector, is 
re~ great~ changed; but even where there is a devoted sel.t­
sacrificing priest at the heart of the fel.lowship, not much will 
happen until. there 1s a community of changed men and women.31 

Helen Smith Shoemaker quotes '!he Right Reverend steven Neill, oue 

of the best-knovn bishops of the Church of Eng)aod, concerning the need 

for small :te.llavships: 

The Goape.l must be brought back where people live., in aimpla 1'orms, 
and in terms ot small &nd manageable tellovsh1ps. 

Which brings us to our next point: Wb7 this upsurge nov? He sqa 
there are several. possible explanations. ~• contimd.ng state ot 
tension 1n the worl.d and the poasibill~ o:t eninction 'b7 the 
hydrogen b<ab and guided miaailea have broua}lt us to the rfllaJim­
tion that human wisdom 1s not enough. W. craft to know God and 
his 'IIIQ'& better than ve do. ve .long to test and find true wbat 
the Proplwta, our Lord, and the Churoh haft taught us about prayer. 
We vant an anawr ~or our loneliness, our :tear, our :problMa. we 
l.ong to know hov to pre:r, not just repeat P?'a7U'• or to hear them 
repeated tor ua. 
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And so we meet together to aeek an an.aver to theA ~•tiona and 
anxieties and probleu in united bible atudy and~•• 

Nature and human nature Heal to be ao aonatructed that 'Whan a 
need or a ariaie arises., at the aame time powera are i.t looM 
wich meet the naed. When diaeaae or aoc1.dent attack.a our bod.iea., 
our oircularatory S)'■tem ma.rab&Us all ita strength to aounter­
attaak these destructive f'aroea. So with tha needs of' our heart• 
a.nd souls. When the destructive f'aroea of the warl.d--f'ear, hatred., 
want, and oppreaa1on--jo1n ranks to deatroy ua., at the aaae time 
unseen poait1ft f'oroea are -.rah&l led to aave ua. Ona of' the 
greatest pbra,Na 1n the Bibla ia., "In the h.llneaa of tiaa . " 
In the f'ul.l.Deae ot tiM Chr!at aame--agail). am apin and through .. 
out hiator;y there baa ocaurred a "1'ul.lneaa of' tiJlft." When the 
very power.a of' Hea.ven .._ to be ahaken by the clash or world 
f'orcea, there &l)p8&1"8 on the horizon a 8'18 l J cloud the size of a 
ma.n's band., eisnaJUng a new reieue of ap1r1~ual. power. 

It 1s poaaible that th1a nalJ group ~nt 111 sw:b a aloud 
i'ull of' "naval. and retreahment for Cbr1at'• churah.32 

32 ~-.. p .. 21. 



CBA.PrEB III 

HISTCEICAL :MOKGROUBD Pm PRAYER CJBOUPS 

Secret~ Amons the Fa.ith:tul. 

Rel.en Smith Shnemake":' s~s that tha 8111811 c,.,mn:nn1ty or f'ellovahip 

of' Christians baa an honorable lineage. It 1a a deacern'lant ot tbe Ulf'or­

mal. f'ellowhip o~ the anc:1Ant Jewiah II Cbabburah." l. Far be.alt 1n the midst 

of hisi;ory, the J.-wiah people, began forming ■"1811 grou;pa whioh met on a 

Sabbath eve f'or supper and ~er. 'l!dt•• grO\q)II wwre oa,Jled "Cbabbureh.11 

Jesus and Hia d1,o1plas would, poaaib~, bave f'ormad such a Q~ vith 

very al.oae boJXla of' love am f'ellovahip. It waa quite. natural. tbat t.be 

early Chrutian church 1Dcl.u4ed both the Eaoleaia, which 1a the organized 

ahurch with it• worship centered large~ in ~ Ho~ Communion, u veil 

as the Agape, the int'armaJ. :relJ.owahip of' thOM vb.o l.Qve one &DOther 1n 

Christ.2 

It 1a 1ntenst1ng to note that Jeaua 1184a m.. t'Ulleat ••~­

revelation before a enell gr~. i.tw aDl'l Jaau and John were 1.Doluded 

at the time of' Kia trana~tion. 'Die TVel.w ea.r,d in the Lut SUpper 

experience .. .Ap1n the 'bhrM w.re with Him in tba Ga.rden o'I a.t>J..-ne; 

and at Pentecoat, ao ~ Acta, abapter two, the 41.toiplaa ,,_.. ga'tbAired 

vi th one aooord. 1n one ~. 3 

'Dien 1a aaoount a:tter aoooun1i in tbe Book of' Acta ~ the cliaoipla 

1sup.-a, p. l3 • 

2Ib1d., PP• 551' • 

3Ac:ta 2:l.-J3. 
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• • • They will f'ind 1n thia hone at account ot' 1Jhe ear~ Church a 
corroboration of what Jesus meant when he &&id, "The wind bl.ov­
eth Where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof', but 
aanst not tell whenae it Comet.h or whither it goeth: ao ia •VV'Y­
one tbat 1e bo:,n ot the Spirit." For thia is the atory ~ Spirit­
d.ireoted a.ot1v1ties and there is what appea.ra to be from the hUIIBn 
point of' view an arbr1trar1nesa, even a capriciousnaaa, 1n the 
operation of the Ho~ Spirit •••• 

When we compare the strength and vigor ot' the Spirit-tilled ear4 
Church vith the conf'used and sometimes :t'eeble per:t'ormance of the 
Church today, ve might perhaps conclude that when man•• rigidity 
attempts to canalize the f'ree and :f'lexible flow of' the Spirit he 
is left to his own devices • 

• • • Here is a simple, unvarnished, conscientious acaount of' the 
behavior and actions of quite a 811811 group of peopls vho honest],¥ 
believe that Jesus was right 1n his alaima. • • • No honest reader 
can evade the ooncluaion that aanethi.Ds very powarf'ul. and very un­
usual has bappeoed. 

• • • Very little ot the modern ohureh could beer oomparison with 
the spir1'tual drive, the genuine :t'e~hip, and the ga,y, uncon­
querable courage of the young Church. 

A eharacteristio of these groupa is that they are large~ mada up 

of lq people who, with the approvaJ. o~ the clergy., are seeking to cap­

ture vb.at Dr. John Heuaa has described. u the "Spir1t..-:t1ll.ed f'el.lowahip 

whieh ~ into existence immed.1a.tely atter hnteoo•t." 5 

In a small book entitl.ed An Adventure 1n D1acip.le8hip 'Whioh de­

sc.rj,bea the development o~ the IDO'W9llent knovn aa ~ "!ale Servant• of 

Christ, 'l.'b.e K1Dg 1n the Church ~ Englalld.," the author, Roger Lloyd., 

quoted by Belan Snoemek«r, states tha'b the theological. basia o~ all. such 

groups and the :tirat aom.1:tion upon vhiah al.om the P9gaD JCinadcaa of 

this world can be brought. under the diviaa obed.1-uce is the fiJJing o~ 

4J. B. Ph1ll1pa, The YOUD& Churah !!! Action (Bev Yarki The 
Ma.clnillan Comp&Iq I l.955}, PP. viltt. 

5uelen Smith Sroemekel:'., ~r ~ ~ Gl'ou.pa (Westwood, 
Jer&e)': Fl.eming B. Bevell~, o.19,,P-,S. 
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