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CHAPTIR I
ITHTROMICTOR Y CHAFTER
A Statoment. of the Problem

This peper is intended Lo be 2 study into the Riblie=1 idea of the
Vins of God &5 a word picture describing Cod's paople in both the 0ld
and Yew Testemenis. OSpecifically, the problem this investipzition hopes
t5 ohed lizhbt upor iz this: in the light of Cod's dealings with His
OLla Tesbament Vins,; what distinetive ac::ant..s and emphanos dous the Vine-
Wranches analeesw rive Lo personal dinéipleship with CGod throurh Christ,

the True Vine?
The Tmportance of tho Probilen

The problen has importance for the wpiler chisfly bescause he fesls
ouite acuteiy the desporate need of nodern Christisniiy to recaptars the
veracnal, vitel relationship with the risen Christ. For oo many Chrise
tizns, their relationship iz to the Churchs "Churchinssza®™ renlaces
zbidine in thoe Christ.e UClozs, inti;;.ute relationship with Chrdst and {ikrourh
Hinm to the Father seoms o be the basic idea behind the picture of the
buliever's incorporaticn inbo the Jasug, the Truc Vines The mutoal
abidine and indwellins depicted by the métaphor of Vine-branches exoresses
this intimate relstion: "Ahide in ¥ey; and I in you" (Jun. 15:4)e

This mutual indwelling and abdiding of Vine and branches becomes
especially ureent when such 2 rolationship with Christ is the onlvr possible
way to wear the fruit of love and other dissiplese "I am the Yine, vou

- aro the hrancheze He who abides in mo, and T in hinm, he it I= that hears
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nuch fmit, for spert from me you can do notaine® (Jne 15:5). Only throus:
the matoual indwellineg expresscd in the Tims-branches metaphor will the need
for the digcipline of a life of loyalby, trust and ohesdience Lo Josus' word

be brought sboub in the Christiane The awareness of beins an intesral part

in Chist'es onepcins life and work is helehtensd by the Vine=hranches

pictire.s This sxiresses some of the ardency and importance the writer

atbaches %o thia oroblen,.
The Orgzsnisabion of the Study

Othn Frocksch!s analysis of the Suffering Servant in hie Thaeslorie

dos Alben Tostamenbs furnished the bapic mobif and thems for tho studys

Procksch sees tha Sepvant of the Lord %ekinsz the secnsiric fora of an
invorted pyrenid in ite development. The pyramid 2t its broadest baae
jo tho nabtion Iarzel as Yehueh's Servante A3 tha pyranid beconsg
prosressively narvower, the fipure of the Servent of Yabweh &lso perroun
eorraspondinsiy 4o the fennant and thon finally to the Suffering Servant,
a lone and solitary firure, who f01fille in himeelf the destiny and
niszion of Tsrael. Miimalcocly,., this salitery Sulferiny Sorvant is Jesus
Christet

The uwriter has used Procksch’s analyais of the Sorvant of Yahweh,
and has applied it to the figurs of the Vine of God in the 0ld and New
Testamentse Howaver, uwheraas Prochkoch's proprossive narrowing of the

Servant stoppsd at tho apex of the pyranid in the porson of Jesus Christ,

Loste Prockach, Thoolorie des Alten festunments (GBisrsloh:
e Topielsnann Verlar, 1000), phe 200ezvle
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the writer has followed Oscor Cullman? and John 4. Te Sobincon? whe both
hold hot the Vine of Cod who is Jesus Himself, ns loncer iz further
reduced and povrroved, bab becomes constantly widsr and mora inclusive a2
branches are prafted. inte the Vinc.
Follouins these analyses by Procksch, Cullman and Robinzon, the

plen of the paper revolves eraunc the progressive eacratological reduction
and nayrowing of the Vine of fod frem the entire nmetion Israsel, that wuaa
sppointad o he “od's Vine by virtus of His Election-love (Chapter IT).
the Vins wsa reduced o & saved Rennunt because Isrsel as 4 nation rejscted
and jemored the demanda placed upon her by Yohweh's Covenant=love (Chapter
ITI)a DSaccuse the saved Nemnant rojected Yehueh's c2li 4o be a savine.
Romnant by failing Lo carry out the mission of the Sufferine Servanc
(Chapter V), Jesus Christ, who gathered up and recapitulated the whole
1life and mission of Israzel, iw Hinself the True Vino of Jed (Chapier T)e
Jesus, the Tros Vine,incorporates Wrancnes inte Himsolf by issuing o
nen the grll 4o disciplsshipe The discinlen! ungwerving loyslir, trust
cnd chadience Vo Jesug and f{is werrd rarls them zp Srue ghiding Sranches
in the True Vine, aud place them in.diract conirast to the disloysl,
urvslieving and rocelcitrant Israsl whn forfeited any right to the nomes
or privileses of the Vine of find (Chenter VI)e The brenches abiding in

hriet chow their freitfulnses by their love gnd their bearing the fmit

of more disciploge Here to2, the branches in the True Vine assuns the

Zoscer Cuilmem, Cheist and Time, transliated fron the Cornan by
Floyd Te Filson (Fhilsdelihias The Testminster Press, 2959), oze 116=117.

3Jonn Ae Te Robinson, Ths Boly (Chiczgo: Nemry Re-mry Gonpany,
1952}' Dp. 63-61.
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functiony and prerogatives of the old, anfruitful, none-producineg Isracl
{Chepter VII).

The Method of Investieztion

A topic of such scope necessitates a wide Riblics) zpproach and
methode The 0LE Testamont has been used widely ns a backdrop for undere
stonding the eschatclogiczl nerrowing and progressive reduction of the
Vine of fiod fron Israel tho nation 4o the True Vine and Real Isrzel,

danue Shariste The chief concern and efford of the wriber hag heen Lo

[~}
o
o
C

e concaegblon of the Vine of Cod take its place in the wide neanorama

]

of Cod's saving dealinpgs with men 23 recorded in bhoth the Old zand lew
fosteanonbtse. Hovwover, thase greabt thesez of Godl's salvasion history in
turn are seen and intorpreted in the lisht of the Vinesbranches metophor

of John's Oospel, chapter 15, verses lelf,
& Bummary of Conclusions

Taroush all rodompiive history the ¥ine belonzs to Cod by virtue
of Wiz covereipn Flection=love that called the Vine into existenca.

The communion with God initiated by Godl'z sovereisn Electicn-love
ie sustsined only By God's comnotent zift of loving sracee

nodtas Election=love and liis Qovenantechesed place demands upon His
¥inee Trese are btrlefly chesed toward Ood, chesed towsrd fellow sharers
of fiod's Covensntelove and a nniversal ndasion to bless all nationse
These are thoe {ruits Yahwsh demands of His Vince

The only way the 0ld Vine could fulfill these covenant demanda led
ther throurh death @3 a nations Iasrzel's desth as the Vins of God zlone

enabled Jeosus to hecome the True Vine, the source of 1ife to 2ll who
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believe. Tor Iasrael, as well as for Jesus, resurrection could cnly
follow crucifixion.

Jesua, the True Vine of (God, iz the cenier of 2ll Cud’s rademptive
dezlinzs in historye He iz the rsal meening and moel of Teraeltz ordecl,
for Jeaus? crose is the key that closes the door on Israel as Godts Vine
and is the kay thot copens the ¥Vine of Cod to all bellevers,

To be a Wwranch abidirg in Jesus, tha Real Vine, means hainz comnected
4o Jesus! crace which alone czn serve ag the hasis of an abidine Vinee
branch relabionchip.

The disciples of Jesus, 28 branches in the True Yine, assume Israells
responsibilities, names, functions and missicnary taske Thus Cod's
redecning and redomptlve purposes for the 0lé Vine are fulfilled in Jesus
Christ, the True Vine, and in the hranches remsininp in Him, His foithe

ful, loyzl,; trusting disciples.



GHAFIER II
TRE VATION IBRALL AS TRV VIER

in the OLd Tostomanby 2e Rthalbort Steulfor hos polnted cuby one of
the oldost waya of spealdne about the poople of Nod 1g the firure 22 ¢ths
plentinge of Tohuche "From tha remntest $inez the 'poeple of Tod! had bean
2013od a 'plantine of 71987 ip the 51¢ Bdhlicsl) tradition.’d

o -

This sirend of teaching is uidesprends Tho chief passages in the 014

Tegtasont that deal with the concepticn of licdlp peopla =g lide chosen Vime

ere tha Song of tho Vinoyerd in Ta. D9le7, 2712=113 F3e 303 Jore. 2121,

The Vine Tg Vshush's by Virtuer of His Elactionelove

iho anderlying $dea benecth the Vine of God conception is the fact
chut, e Vipe in Ccd's. The Vine bolonzs 0 Himg Po 48 the Owmosr and
Heepor of tha Viowe ¥Tahweh iz the one o plantad Terascl ag ¥a choice
vine, whtdlly of pure sevd’ (Jore 2121})s The OLE Testament uses ceny
sichires b9 ochor how dolishted Lfakwh is wibth hie ohinice planting.  Gomsa
021D opezls of fshweh fincine Tsrgcel like vipa, luscious srapea in the
wildernses, eud He fs overjoved beoouss ls did not cxpact to f£is€ eny
Touldt dn ench au unlikely place.

Tokmrah wont out of his woy wilth Hig Floctionelove 1o securs this
vine foe Bin very oua possesslone Israecl’s groetress az the Ving of Cod

lay oply in the fact thet God bad chopan Isvael out of (iis unexplainabla,

Lisnoinest “tauffur, lsw Jestussnt Theolo tranaleted from the
forsan by Johm Heweh (New Torce Ihe L8 n Oompanyy 1956}, De 1%%e
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goverelgn 'ahabal, His spontaneous, undeserved love,

Thou didst hrineg a vine out of Eoypts
Phon didst drive.out tho nations and plant ite
Thou didst elnar the ground o 3t}
i% took deop root and Tillsd tha land,
The msuntains wera covered with its shade,
the mighty cedars with its branchasp
it sent out its branches to the sea,
and its shoobts 4o the River (Ps. 80:8-11),

50, tha Pealmist credited Israel's mrowth and prosperity as a prowine
senpire under kincgs lavid and Solomon o Yahweh's nysizrions soloction of

Isrcel ool of lovee Uis constent care and concorn almme promnted her

God's ummerited 'shabah wse tha only conpuisicn He had in lavichine
His care and orotection on His "pleazant vineyard.,” Issiak shows to whet
axtent fohweh went out of His way for His Uhosen Vine, Iesracl:

A pleasant vineyard, sing of itd
T, thc Lord, am ibts keepers
every noant I woter i,
Leab anyone hara it,
I mumrd 1% nigh® and day;
I have no wrethe
Would that I had thorns and Wriers %o bettlel
I wmeld gat arainot Lhem,
T would burn them up togsthar (Is. 27:2=l).

The result of ell this generous, mdeserved cars ond cultivstion of the
Vine Iereel is that Yaheh claims the Vine Tor His very owne Docause

the Vine has been complubely powsessad by Yahuch's 'ahabah, His Flactione

love, she ig fehwen's cun possessione Israel is Nod's people, bolonzine
oolely to fiime It is God's Eloction-love that selsctod Teracl iam the
{irst place, and it is thst seme Election=lovae that is the very basis of

gall of Yahweh's dealings with Israel, liis Choson Vinee The Vine which

Yahweh had eranaplonted was dig-ad sghost with Yohwehl?s oun lovine

CONCORDIA SEX

LIBRAKY

oT. LOUIS, 5, MG
P L e

rands (Ine %:2)e All of hiz soliclicns and constant

\.li.
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for fasrsells growth flow directly out of His Elsction-love for her. So
because of Yahweh's sovereign, undeserved Elsction=love, His 'ahabah,
e o o the vineyard of the Lord of hosts
is tho house of Isracl,
and the men of Judah
are his pleasent planting (Is. 517).
Yahweh's Elsction-love Is Sovercign and Unconditioned

by Any Effort of Israel'is

This 'ahabsh of Yahweh was His sovercign gift to Israsel. Israel
could not give nor find any reason for ite Hsre was a prime ease-wham
Cod's thoughits were not their thoughts, nor His ways their wayse. OCodis
Election of Israel as His Chosen Vine was based solely on His fres and
sovereipn Electlion~iove. There was no cther compulsiony; no other must
1o cod's cholce, than the compulsion of His love (Leute 7:6-8)s In fact,
Yahweh chose Israel just because she was snall and insignificant. Care
tainly nothing especially attractive and pleaszant about Israel prompted
Yahweh to fecten His love on here Quite to the contrary, Israesl!s origin
was nobt pleasant, but repulsive. She was like an unwashed, uncarsd-for
and unwanted child that Yahweh saved only out of sheer compassion and
love, as Egzekiel pictures Yahweh saying to Israels

And as forr your birth, on the day you were born your navel string

was not cut, nor were you washed with water to cleanse you, nor

rubbed with salt, nor swathed with bands. §No ey= pitied you, to do
any of these things to you out of compassiocn for youj but you were
cast ocut on the open field; for you were abhorred, on the day you
werse borns And when I passed br you, and saw you weltering in your
bloed; I said to you in your blood, *Live" (Fzek. 16sk-~6).
Even Israelfs oubtstanding military successes in the conquest of the
promised land werse not their doing, but Yahweh's. Deutercnomy discovnt&

any hunan offort in the conguest (Deut. 9sheS).
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This election-love of Yahweh is completely unconditioned by anything
of hunen efforte Israel is "found" by Yehweh, found "like grapea in the
wilderness” (Hosea 9:10)e The sole basis of God's ties and dealinzs with
Israel is Cod's sovareign love, the only condition that any relation could
exist between Creator and creaturee That love is more lasting and endure
ing than even the most tenacious of human loving, that of a mother far

her child (Tz. 49:15).

Yahweh's Election=1ovg=e
tha Sols Basis of Isracl!s Entire Life

Yahweh's miraculous, undeservad and unwarranted 'ahabah, His Elcce
tion=love, that had settled on Iarael in spite of what she was, formsd
tha canbue firmus of Israel's religious 1life. The major festivals of

Fassover in the spring (Ex. 12, 13) and the Feast of Tabernacles in the
fall of the year both had right at their center the remembrance and
commenoration of Cod's greet saving actse Gs frnest Wright, follouing
Gerhard von Rad, has demonstrated that the liturgical confessions of
faith used in Isreel's worship wers composed almost entirely of.racitals
of what CGo3d had dona for Israel in His saving acts of history. He cites
Dente. 2635-9, 6320=2l and Joshe 24:2-13 as examples that can be isclaveds
He holds that there were three confessicnal elements that were especially
emphasigeds (od's elesction of Rlraham end the rest of the fathers,
Yehweh?s deliverance out of the slavery of Egypt a2t the Exodus and His
gift of the Promised Lande2 So basic was the conception of Cod's

23, Frnest Wright, God Who Acts (Londont SCM Press Lid., 1952),
PPe 72=T20
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salvation history to the thinking of Isracl that the books of Genczis,
Exodus, leviticus, Numbers, Douteronomy and Joshua have this keryematic
view of h:s:to“_,r ag their basis and foundation. :

Inherent in the idea of Tuhwsh's Flection=love is the fact that
Ya-w-e-.z e .:.etﬂ-a before Isracle This is the constant thems of ths Dsuteroe-
Isaa:Lah.B "I, the Lord, bhe first, and with the lastsy T am He" that was
"céllin? the gonerations fron the beginnins" (Is. hl:h)e Yohweh oxistsd
bafore all things, cresting even lipght and darkness, and fazhioning the
weal and woe of all natiocns (Is. hS:E-?). fahweh's famous words addressed
4o Mosez on Mouat iHoreb alse csrry this emphasis on His mysterious prior
existance. The self-designation, "I am that I am" (&x. 3:14), would carry
alwavs the mark_of mystecry and would ba at best only a partial drawing of

the veil that ghvouds Israel'z Deus fbscondituse T is this preat unknowm

ahout Yahweh that deepens the terror and fear of the people in front of
Mount Yinzi and is signeiled by thunderines and lirhtnings and a anoking
mountain (1 (Tz, 20:18-20),

: Yot onlv had Iahweh done withoub Isvael before He chose her as His
Tine, bub he could just as well do without her apaine Israel, tha Chosen
Vine, was not nesded by Yahveh, bub she was completcly dependent on Hime
The constant reniander of the prophets is that. ‘.’ahwe‘n is the CGod that broun=hi
a disorpanized, contentious group of .slavss, a "E\s'o-peopla,"' into existence

82 2 paopls, and made them God's _G'hosen Feople 2t thats The very words

that Yahweh uses oo preface the giving of the Deealog in Exodus 20 carry

-

Sriormen He Snaith, The Distinctive Iceas of the Old Testament
( London: The EHpworth Pross, 1953), De 10Je Uv &rDiovine, the Lerns

eg.g Isa !évgs}d Seco %g%fhr& tgg gétgﬁhﬁ_ A merely using terms

T
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a very pointed reminder that Israel was a slavs people He could Just as
well have dons withoute "I am the Lord Your God, who brought you out of
the land of Esypt, out of the land of bendage" (Ex. 20:2).

Further, if Yahwah had chosen Israel to be His chosen peopls, He
could just as well reject theme The Viue chosen and carefully tsnded hy
God could very easily be cut down and ite roots ripped out. For Isracl
had nc independent life of its owm. The nation was Ged’s Tine, to bs
dealt with as He saw fit.

And finally, Yahweh's Election-love placad its mark on the cbjects
of that love, making them instruments of Yahkweh's will, As the God of
Elaction-love Yahweh was different from other gods. Just because He
loved them so ubtterly He could make.demsnds on his people as their part
ol the covenant agrecment.

These four factors, Ood's prior.aexistence, His ability to do withoui
Isrs',tal, :l'.hc fact that Ee could reject iliem, and the fact that He made
der.;ands on them precisely because they were the objescts of His Electiocan=
love are the ones that controlled God's relations with His Chosen Vine,
Israels "These ‘relations were centered in, and summed up in the Covenant.

The covenand involved thege four special and pesculisr conditiona."h

Yahweh's Election=love. ihe Basiz of His
Covenant Relations with Israel; the Vine

Though Yahweh established the relation with Israsl sclely on the
basis of His undeserved love, His ‘ahabah, this relation is continued aud
perpetuated by His strong, tenacious, determined chesad that wants Israel

thid, De 108 ®

- ST ST AL ey S g
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as His Vine €0 ba fraitful and will not lob her go until she does beer
fruit as a return on Fis Election=lovas Snzith cleaply demonstrates this
differonces betwosn fahweh's Elsction-love and HWis Covenant=loves

Ohagedy in 21l 1to varied shades of mesning, is conditional upom
There being a covenanbte Without the prior existonce of a covenant,
thore conld nover be any chesed at alle Tho word raprasents thst
abtitude to 2 covenant without waich that covenant could not sonbinus
Lo axiste ¢« o o O the other hand 'ahaboh is unconditioned loves It
is not Llimited by bhe conditioms of any covenant, bui only by She will
s tha nature of the lover. Actvally God's 'ghabzh for Israel is the
very basis and the only ceuse of ihe 2iristence o1 thc Covensnb hotucen
God and Torasle !Ahabah is the cause of the covenant; chssed is the
wans of its continuances Thus 'shebah is Cod's Eloction=Love, whilsl
chasad is His Covenant-Lovae~” ; :

Buy of the two, lahabsh, Cod's Electlon-love, is the mare primerye The
tuo ro torether, but God's Covenant-lowe is-derivitive and secondary %o
fed's Tleclion=leve .6_
Crdls Covenant-love is deeply enbaddad in fed!s Zlection-lovas The
01d Tesbonent holde that Tsrael ie His eiected people, the Vine of Eis
choosing, becsuse e preferred Her before all other nations. Snaith hes
demonstrated that the 0ld Testzment usage of 'ahabah as a choosing love
is remarkably the sane, whether used in relipgious or non-religious cene
toxtcs Ho conclindes:
e see therofore, Lhet the root -='h=b is used in the sense of
Nghonse® evsn in nonereligious context®e This is the sense in which
the orivin of the Covenant is due o Jehovah's 'ahabah (Election-
love)e He loved Isreel~-thst is, Hs _preferred her baiore 21l other
neoplez. 3he iz His elected people.’

“hat 0Gad offers His Chosen Vine ss Hiz part of the Covenzani is Sived

of 211 Wiz nrobtectiny care. Yahwsh, tha Kseper of His Vine (Is. 27:13),

Stnid. s PBe Fh=C5.

6ia'r5.th., aod Who Acts, ps 35, footnote.

Tsnaith, ope cite, pe 13ke

TSR RS A
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brought His Vine out of Fgypt (Ps. 8033<9), transplanted it into the most
ideul conditions (Ise 531-2) amd gave it a favored position (Ezeke 19310),
waters it constantly and guards i1t day and night lest anyone harm it

{Ise 2733=li)s Yahweh is the protecting and caring Keeper of the Time who
burned thorns that threatened the Vine (Is. 27:h), and set a protecting
hedge about the Vine (Is. 5:15).

Second, Yalwoh guides the growth of His Chosen Vine. All of the
issues of Israel’s history wers seen as resting secwrsly in Yahwsh's hands,
for He is the God of history.

And finally, Yahweh out of His Election-love provided for His Vine a
way of life marked by trust in Yahwehe The Vine of Yahweh was more than

adequatoly csred for, and had every need taken care of o3 -

Yahwsh'!s Covenant Demands upon His Vine

But Yahweh?!s Elsction=-love that established such idesl conditions
for Hie Vine, placed covenant demands upnzi Isruels. The well-known passage
of imos provides the patiern for Ood's wethed =f covenant deslings. First
came God's choice of Israel=-"You only have I known of all the families of
the earth"; and then came the demands that followed from that Flecticm~
love-=ftherefare « « " (Anos 312).

The covenant conditions placed upon the Vine by Yahweh revolve
around Isracl's doing only what would ha axnacted of her as a Vine,
narely, bearing fruite After all of Yahweh's preparations, says the sonp
of the Vineyard, Yahweh "looked for it to yileld grapes” (Is. 5:2).

ar We lhnson, The Tea of Jesua (cnnhr:l.dgea Canbridge University
Press, 1951), pp. 191-193.




1

Yahwsh had given His Choice Vine such extraordinary treatment because Hs
expected it to be "fruitful and full of branches" (Egek. 19:10 .

The Demand of Loyal Chesed toward Yahweh

The fruit that Yahweh would have the Vine bear for Him is a dutiful
and loyal love that is conditioned only by Yahweh's unconditloned, sovere
eign love for His Chosen Vine. Yahweh's love for the Vine would show itself
in faithful and propesr fulfilling of Yahuehts requirements lz2id down in His
covenante Since Yahweh's Covenant=love (chesed) was utterly sovereisn,
“Igraells love for CGod is that of an inforior to a superior. It is cone-
corned all the time with doing His will."? To love Zahweh totally and
conpletely is to obey the words Yahweh commanded at Sinai with such clarity
that they were engraved upon Israel's heart that day of the Covonant (Deut.
6:1_;—-6). This obedience to Yeshweh's commands was the way the Vine evidencad
love to him. . Fleming James has put it this way:

Then too Isrsel was to cbey Yahweh'!s laws; that was tho practical

avidence of affection for Hime The Deutorononists wanted something

more from men than that they should refrain from idolatry and keep
the commandmentse They aspired to call forth in the human heart
nothing less than a passicn for God personally. That was to be thy
central motive for lifes "Thou shelt love Yahweh thy God with all
_ thy heart and with all thy ‘soul and with all thy might.!9
The Hebrew word for "soul" in this passaze is nephesh. Hshn in his-recent

survey. of 0ld Testament scholership, Old Testament in Modern Research, hae

pointed ont fhat Pederson in his Israsl I<II (pp. $9-104) discovered that
the Hehrsw nephesh does not mean "soul™ ag.distinonished from "body," buot

ama

“Snaith, ope oite, Po 1ll.

1°Flsming,_ James; -Fei-aomntiea in the 0ld Testament (New Yorks
Charles Scribrerte Sons, 15517, pP. 283,
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rather means "ian in his total easencs«™ll Thus the commanc to love God
with "all your uephosh" ceest for the Israslite to love Ood with his totel
personality thet expressed itself in a willing that conssiously acted
accoraing o the domands placed on th: individual by Yshweh'a sovercism

Cavenant-lovee
The Demand of Loving Dealings toward Fellowman

Furthar, the fruit of Covenant-love that Yahweh would have His Vine
bear wen Yhe fruit of uprpight dealings with the trothore In the Seng of
the Tiaayard Yahwen says of His Tine that He "lwoked for it to yiela
grapes o o o I the vinsyard of the Lord of hoste is the house of Imrasi,
end the men of Juwlah are his pleasant plantings snd he looked for Justice
{mishpat)” snd "for righteousness {gedskah)” (Is. 5:2,7)e Israsl's trus
M or Jovenant=love involved knowing Yahueh intimately, and r.h'eg':,
issuiny frae thot, proper behavior toward fellovmen, How closely ralated
thepe twin ideas of the knowledge of Ishwsh and chesed toward fellownen
are, is demonatrated in the peralleliss of Hosea 8316. Here Yonwek is
depictod as eeying, "1 desiro steadfast love (chesed) and not sacrifice,
the mowledge of (od, rather than burnt offerings.” 4gain, the humble
chadience and receptiveness Lo His Covenon$ demsnds that is involwed in
Byaliting hosbly with Zahweh" is closely linked with doing justice (mishpat)
and loving kindaoss (M) in ¥icah S3fe

The domwn-trodden and the oppresesd are to be the special objocts of
Isreelts loving concorn while bearing the fruit of love as Jod's Vine.

Lyepnort Fo Hahn, Old Testan in Mederp Resespch (Philadelphize
The Muhlenborg Press, 1954, ppe 50=70
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The fatherless, the orphan and the widey are mentionsd repentodly in the
prophsta, perhape hecause thelr naed is grezisst and the nost ohvisus
{Iso 1216, Jore 735«6, 6toe)s The book of Deuteronomy is especislly
congerped with Tsrael’s chesed toward the underprivileged., The dehtor is
%0 bs charged no intersst (Deut. 23:12); nzzy provisions are made %o
lasgen the hardaships laid upon the poor dobtor in the metter of gledros
{Deut. 2236, 12, 17)5 and slaves a~e 40 Be trsated himarly, as sre 9o
Journers {Deute 15:12 e, Selk Iff., 10:%)s.

interestingly, the ressons for thls chesed toward the dountrodden,
unfortunate and sppressed is clearly drawm oub in some instonces. Tn
2ll suach coszes the reason is theologicsl and centersec in Isrsel's ronase
berius God%s rreat redempiive ects of chesod in the Exeduse Thus, Iszraal,
the Vine of Tahweh's chesad, i3 to "love the spjourner; for youwers sec-
journews in the land of Fgypt? (Doubes 10219)e Feraelites are to free their
slaves after they have served their masters for seven years, remssnoring
thet they wm;ﬂe once glaves in Eoypt whom the Lord mirsculously delivered
{Doute 15312-1%}e

The Covanznt Obligation to Bless ALY Nations

isracl, the Vine of Yahweh, had heon chosen and elected by Tod not
on any hasils of merit, but sclely upon & mysterions, unexplainabls sracee
The reality of this prace was sealed and conf'irmad by the sreat saving
acts of Yahweh, particularly as they were eupressed in the rademptive
reacue frow Egvpt and 4in the esteblishing of the Sinal covenant. Sumuge
of thia mysterious eloctioneprace, ™. o o the problem of life™ for Israel,
‘@8 0o Rraest Welcht hed pointed cut, was “understood swme speinal ihe =111
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aund tno purposs of Lhe Ood who had chosen one poopla as the insirument
of his universsl, rodeaptive purpoae.“lg

It was the "universal, rodomptiva puvepose™ of Yehweh thet proupted
Tahwel to confront Abran of Ur with His czll of prace. At the nnzent when
Ahroham, the men of faibth, "wont out, not knowinr whera Ye was o go,"
then ®led'z holy Ioresl cama into ba2inge Hare 13 the procnzs of sclectiviiy
berimnine in crisis, ohs procese which involves Vcovensul! o o of and

conters in fthe "strilkine dowm? of fif;-:-‘s,"l'-" for it wou in Avrchen Uao

W
.

vation dessandad fyom iz that fehwoh 2urP03:6 ©9 ~rant His bHlossing to.
217 the nsticns of tha 8srine Five diffsrent Linss tre hoolt of Sonezis

arouspg Whe guesciony Yiky 4ld Yenweh choose aheabani® Yehuwsh zives Libo
anowers  fawd T wild moie of you & great nation; end T will bless you, and
vill moke your pans greab 20 thab you will be a Hiessing o o o and by ym

O n®™ =

all tha fealliss of the sorth will bless thensolwvus" (Gene 1282-3, 2851,

18:15)e In Curesis 22:13 and 261k tha formuls reads: "apnd by yoor desconde

anto snell all the notions of the earth bisss themselves." The hithoeel
. - 0 Db st B # &

forme of the Hahrew dn bDoth of these lattar pagsacsss wonld sgeem §o indisste

-y
@t

.

% B veph %52 bleas" should be andoretood in 8 raflexive senses

Tha bhousht io thet Tod tas chogen Iorsel in ordsr thet all peoples
of Hhe sarth =ay voe hoy nane in the formela by which ther seek -
Riessineg fove thouselveae Thyoush the sncisnt concention of blossing
tho writors ore sovine that (Godfs puwrpose ds 4o use Toael for &
zniversal hlessinreld

-

etitinng St. Loslss The Tolhanv rressy 195

50 Prass Lid., 1959), 2. UL,

1?1-a-igm, od Yho fieta, pe 27

130e935an Robingon, The Biblical Toobteine of t(he Chuoech, (Rovised
315 Da ke

1:'3&. Fenuot Wriokhty D O1d Tastomend Acpingh Iis Fovironuent {Londoas
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Both blessing and cursing were bzlieved tc be peculiarly effective
and objective in the Old Testament. K. "heeler Robinson has demonstrated
this very tellinglys

A classical and well-known example is that of the father with His son

meeting an cnemye. The father thereupon threw his boy on the ground,
80 that the enemy's curses might pass over his head without hermine

3,

hing he treated the curses, in fact, just like the blast of a bombal>
_ Couversely, Isracl's mission to be a blessing %o all nations was to be just
as effective.

But Yehweh'!s redemptive purpose of having ail nations bless theaselves
through Abrsham and the Vine of Yahweh that was descended from him was in
turn tied to Yahweh's Election-love and Covenant-chesed. The sll=-pervading
sense of election and covenant grace that throbbsod through Israsl was the
cnly basis for her bocoming a blessing to all other nationss Only bocause
the Vine of (‘od had bezen blessed above measure conld she bear the fruit of
blessing for others to enjoy.
£ Iahweh'f;' Flection-lovs had chosen only Israel; yet she was to be the:
instrument through which God would bless all netions. Yahweh's elaction-
mrace had selected one particular people and one particular strand of
history in which He enacted tl":a'b historiesl selectivity and exclusivensss
toward His chosen rations That meant He had chosen only Israel to be
Hig Vine. However, covenant relations with Yahweh, the God of the
universe, meant that Isrsel's nission was to be equally universal. So
Israel's mission as the Vine of God was at one and the same time particular

and universale Te Feo Torrance has stated it very well when he says:

15, Wheeler Robinson, Inspiration and Revelation in the Old Testa=-
ment (Londons Oxford Univarsity Press, 1548), pe 170.
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a covenant relation of union and communion with God « « « was
universalistic from the beginninges It was essentially dual in its
natwres particulsr and universals » o » The movenent was psradox-
ical in character ¢ « « the more particular it became, the more
universal it alsoc became; ¢ « o the more intimately Israel was
tied to the ore and only Gody, the Ged of all, the more the activity

of prace brcke through the limitations of mational Israsl and reached

out, to all ths world.

So Israel's mission was a universal mission. The restricted and
particular election of Isrzel by Yahweh meant that Israel was Yahweh'!s
answer to the universal plight of mane Even in the early eighth cantury
B¢ Ce Elisha had brought ths "divine helpfulness" of Yahweh into the
commnon life of Israel and had made the daily intercourse of Israel with
the surroundinz nations the opportunity for the Vine of Yahweh to blesa

the world with the fruit of God's elactione'ahabah and covanant.-cheeed.17

In the light of Israel's day-by-day mission to the world all of the

happenings in her history were to be explainsd. The missionary, redeaptive

cblipation in the covenant interpreted all of her life. The sense of

oblipgation and relatedness to Yahuweh furnished her basic interpretation of

the svents of life. Yahweh was the Keeper of His Vine, prunine it and

training ite If the Vine bore fruit as & blessing to the nations, Yahweh

caused 1t 4o bear more fruit in the ft_:ém of success, joy, happiness.
security, and peace. But if Vine of Yahwsh stubbornly refused %o bear
the fruit of Yahweh's blessing, then He pruned it severely by failure,

unhappiness, insecurity and war. Breach of the covenant obligation to

16p, P, Torrance, "The Israel of God-=Israel and the Incarnation,"
Interpretation, X (July, 1956), 311312,

17Jﬂﬁ63, 2’;. c_i‘_i_.. p. 210.
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bless brought Yahweh's cursing, rejection of His grace and love brousht
Judgment and wrath.13

The sola basis of God's relationship with His Feople Israel lay in
Hig strong, soverzign chesed, the only condition on which any real relatica
can exist between the sovereign Creator and the created, This chesed was
God's determined faithfulness, a deliberate and "almost stubborn steadfaste
ness,"” to cling to His covenant with His pespls. At every turn Israsl was
dependent upon Yahweh's psraistent chesed.ld

¥hen the word came to bc used predominantly of the Covenant between

Jehovah and Israel; it was realigzed by the prophets that such z

covenant could be maintained only by that persistent, determined,

steadfast love of Cod, which transcends every other love by its nature

and c!epth.zo

How sorely Israel, the Chosen Vine of Yehweh, needed the strong sure
and stubborn chesed of Yahweh is shown by the fact that the 0l¢ Teatament

invariably speaks of Israel as a sinful and unfruitful Vine.

Bb.'righ’o, The 01d Testament Apainst Ibs Environment, pe 70.

1931‘1&1‘511’ -E_‘E- 21_.}_., PPRe 99‘106.
2

oIbi.do, Pe 0.



CHAPTER XIX

SRANLYS FAILURE RE THE PRODUCTIVE VINE OF YAHWEN,

AND PROPHETT NARROWINGS OF THE VINE TO THE RRMNAFT
Israel!s Fallure Lo be the Vinc not Yahwnoh's Fauls

The Old Testanent invarizably speaks of Israel as & sinful end unfraite-
rul plantinze™ In the Songz of the Vineyard (Ise. 5:1«7) %od did everythine
possible o make Hls Vine productives "and he looked for it to vield prapes,
bub it yieldsd wild prapese" And than cones Yahweh's ereat baffled ory:
"ihetd nore was there o do for my vineyayd, that T have not done for itt
then T looked for it to yield esrapes, why did it yield wild srapesin
Isroel ia a "luyxwrdcnt vine thet yislds its frult,” but its fruit ie mere
and more idolatrous alters and pillars or pheliic symbols (Hossz 10:1)e At
its very baest, Israel!s fruitfulness was ox-'ly I.'iti‘ul. But mors often The
fruit it hore waz the fruit of sin, ravo].t and disloralty to Yahuehs

Further Israel!s unfruitfulness is directly tied to their wrezking the
covenant with God that Yound them to uvoricht dealines with the brother mane.
losea pictures Yahweh rinring His hands, as it were, sricving, becsuse
Torzelta love is no more lastine than the wisp of a mornineg cloud or wne
carly dew (Hosea 6:L)e And though "the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is
the house of Isracl, and the men of Judah ere his pleasant planting," yet
upright dealinga turn to bloodshed (IXsaiah 5:7)e This unfruiifulness of

the planting of Cod is not Cod's faulte The Vine was planted "a choice

1\Ti_ncevﬂ.'. Ta;lur, The Names of Josus {London: HMacmillan and 30.,
Lid, 193), ppe 104-105.
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vine, wholly from pure seed” (Jer. 2:21)3 Lut Israel becams deggnerate and
grew wild,

Amog

Anos lashed cut apainst those that put profit and gain ahead of right
relatione with brothers under the covenant of Yahwehe
0 you whe turn justice to wormwood,
and cast down righteousness %o the earthl o « »
They hate him who reproved in the gate,
ard theoy abhor him who speaks the truthe.
e o o you trample upen the poor
and take from hin exactionz of wnent « o o (Am03 537, 10=11)a
Israel's sin was coxfort and luxury-loving leisure that put more walue in
its conforts then in ripght dealings with pesoplee And how Amos oxcoriates
the ladies of Israell He cslls them fat "cows of Bashan®™ nmore concersnsd
with their drinks than the oppresssd poor (Amos lizl). Israel sells Tths
righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes™ (Amos 2:8). Even
the relisious holy days mean li.'i'.tle bafore the prospect of more profit
(Anoz 8:Li=5)s
Amos was sent to tring low a nation that delighted to think thai God
was on their side because of His choosing them to be His peoples But
corresponding covenant responsibllity Tor the brother mattered litile.
But 40 haver gxperivaced God's love, is to be doubly responsible for the
brother, insisted Amose
You only have I known '
of all the nations of the earthj
therefore I will punish you
for all your iniquities (Amos 3:2).
But Tsrael persisted.in counting on the shallow unfounded hopes of a
Golden Age when Yehweh's Day would break with a dawn of unparalleled

material comforts and pleasures. And it was Amos' task to joli Israel
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into seeing the Dey of Yahweh for what it wass "It is darkness, and not
light" (Amos 5:18). Nor could a nation heal 1tself by more religion,
eapacially'whan the people had openly flaunted God's demands for uprisht
dealings. In fact, such religion, thait busied itself with ceremonial ane
the superficisl, but ignored the brothsr, was a positive offense to CGod
{Amos 5:21-2L).

The real trouble with Israel was her mistaken and warped view of God's
covenant with her, She nezded no reminding of her election; she cherished
the idea that CGod had choscen only her out of all the families of the earth.
But what Iesrael forgot was thai the covenant was set up and based on God's
soverelsn covensnt-grace, Mo mechanical bond based on blood ties ana
relationshipe tied together Yahweh and His People in the covenant rsela=
tionshipe Amos asserts again and again that Israel hes no claim on God's
love, because God is sovereign. Israel's whole past was a history of
Cod's Qovenant-love extended, and that grace rejected (Amos 239=12),

There is nd "chosen people” with Yahushs: "Are you not like the Ethiopians
to ney, O people of Israel?” o « « HoOb anl\;r' was Israsl brought out of
Egypt, but other nations had been moved in their micrations by Yahwshis
hand {fmos 9:7)e Iorael, as well as the circle of her traditional enenies
q.nd' adversaries, must stand equally gui.lty of repeated transgressions
before God (Amos 1, 2).

Mistreatment of tho brother severs the covenant relationship becauseg
the people of Yahweh is a2 comrunity knit together by the ties of Covenant-
love for mutuzl concerne The covenant is not mechanical nor does it follow
blood lines or the boundaries of naticne John Bright affirms, "It had been
forgotten that the covenant was a bilateral obligation, requiring of its
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people the worship of Yahweh alono and the strictest obsdience to his
righteous law in all human relationships. "2 Further, Bright goes on to
says

The covenant is not mechanical and in the nature of thingss it is a

. bilateral, moral agreement and can be voided., Mistreatment of the

brother velds it, for he who crowds his brother spits on the law of

god and, in that fact, doeg not keep covenant with him. In short,

Israel is the people of God, but only as shs keeps his law and axhibe

its his rishteousness. Because Isracl has not done so, but has ezry-

giously violated the covenant brotherhood, Israel is no true people

of Oost3 ' T

In the face of this rupture of the covenant relationship, Amos issued
hiz call te repentance: "For thus says the Lord to the house of Isrsel:
1Seck ms and Live!" (Amos S:k). To seok Yahweh is to seck good for the
brothers only under those conditions would the Lord, the God of hosts, ba
with then ‘(Amos 5:1). But those who repent by seeking the Lord will ba
tt;e few: "ihe God of hosts will ba graciocus teo the rsmnant of Josaph®
. (Amos 5:15)e Plainly, Amos did not expect widespread repentances For
Isracl is a tottering wall completely out of line with Ged!s plunb line
(imos T:7-9)s Only 2 few will constitute the romnant, a small minority,
as tattered and torn as the two legs or the [ficce of a sheep's ear pulled
out of the mouth of the lion (Amos 3$12)e The remnant will be 1like a ocity
that went ont with a thousand soldiers, but returned with only one hundred
(Amos 5:3)s So sure is the doom of Israel bscause of her lack of repen=
tance 'the.t Amos chants a dirge over her bier:

Fallen, no more to rise,
iz the virgin Israel:

2yohn Bright, The Kingdom of God (Hew York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press,
195\3), De ﬁlh

3Tbide, pe 65
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forsaken on her land,
with none to raise her up (Amos 3:2).

Hosea

The target that Hosea aimed at was differsnt than tha'.t. of Amogs
Amos spoke to a nation riding high on the oreat of national prosporitye.
Hosea addressed his message to a nation tobtterinz and reeling under the
blows of Assyrian retaliation for trying to gain independence and stirring
up revolte !Hosea plctures vividly the frenzied political iuntrigues, the
nad plotting and the sickening picture of drunken puppet kings sitting on
the throne of Judah (Hosea 7:l=7)e Dynasty after dynasty is rapidly set
up and just as rapidly put downj thers are kingmakers galore {Hozea Bili).
The result is thaiy the poople have lost all faith in the king, for he is
helpless to relisve them in their plight (Hosea 19:3)e On top of this
politicel decay, the heart of organized religion has gone rotten. The
priegts have abandoned instruction in the true relipgion; in fact, thew
have forgoiten the Torah (Hosea L4sh-6)e The priests foster idolatry,
corrupting the people and abetting the decay of relipion (Hosez Lis7-19).
Delihorately the priests have banded together (Hoses £:9-10) to set trap:
and snares for the ccmmon foll: (Hosea 5:l=2). HMoreover, the only solution
the leaders had was to change their foreipgn policy, atiemptinz to capture
every changing political breeze by feverishly sceking after foreign
. alliances. ﬁo help or cure could come from Assyria (Hossa 5:13)e They
appeal to Egypb, calling "like a dove, silly and without sense” (Hosea
7:11)e Such slliances meant repudiating Yahweh as the only real holpe
Since He only is ruler of history, such policies would be fatal end could
lead only to ruine Hor do they realise that Israsl is like an old, worn
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down man that does not know that he is way past his prime (Hosea 7:9).
In short, Isrsel's collapae is thoroughe Israsl is finishede

The seat of the national disease that ate out the heart of Iarsel is,
in Hogea's thinking, worghip of idols. Albright has demonstrated by the
hirh incidence cf Baal names "that Baslism was still the basle religion of
a larpe proportiocn of the peopls of the land."} Tarael is an apostate
civen over %o idolss that has soparated her from Yahweh so drastically
that she can not be His peoplece Israel is FLo-Ammi," "Not ify People®
(flosea 119)e

Hoseca exprosscd the covenant bond between Yahweh and His people in
terne of marriazee Yahweh had wooed Isracl in the wilderness wanderings
after che came up out of Egypt (2:1L<15)s He married Israel to Himself,
maline her his wife, To worship othor gods, the Baalim or whatever, is
adultery, breaking and dissolving the merriage unione Repeated adultery
will only end ir Yahweh'!s divoreing her and putting her away compleiely.
What God demanded was chesed, complste faithfulness and loyalty as the
responss to Cedls chesed, His faithfulneSs and favor sealed in His cove-
nent gproenente This chesed is fied?s sole requirement:

For I desirs steadfast love and not sacrifice,
the kncwledge of fiod, rather than burnt offerings (Hosea 636)e

But Israel's repentance was like the whining wheedling of Gomer,
Hoseals repeatedly unfaithful wife. Her chesed was ncarly as lasting as
"a morning cloud, like the dew that goes early away” (Hosea 6sh). Israel,

’-‘vlﬂ'.l.:\.nm Foxwell Albright, The Biblical Period, reprinted by per-
niseion fron The Jewsy Their History, Golture anﬁr;npi.on, editad by
Louis Finkelstoin (Wew Jorks Harpe! r a or Private
Distribubtion Onlys Pittsburgh, Pae, 1955), De 38.
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like Gomer, was an incurable adult.eréss (fosea 1-2:13).

Therefore, the nation as a wholo ic net God's Peoples Israel thankad
the Baalim for her matorial. prosperity (Heses 2:7-13) and psrticipated
wholehszrtedly in the prostitution, sex orsies and drinking hoats connected
with Baal worship (Hosea L:li-1l), Yehweh hed wanted to bring Israsl hack
Lo Himself, but they hove ubterly rebelled and strayzsd (Hosea 7:13)e And
8o "lod's verdict is one of juigmont: "Call his name Not my people; for
yr-m are not my pecple and T am nob youws Godl" (Hosea 1:9).

But God's chesed iz so grent, so large that e could not abandon his
grrine psoplas Because fiod is God and not a men, His chesed never fails
(ionea 11:9)e Tahweh will not give up on Isreel (iHosea 11:%=9). Yahuweh
*111 love Tsrael {resly, heel her faithlessness znd cnuse her Lo rsturn
to Hin (flosea 1i2d«l)s The state of Isresl is doomed Lo destruction; she
4ill b= stripped of all she has, and sent back iato the wildernsss, as in
the days of her desert wenderings (Hesea 2:%=13). But the interlands in
the wildernaesz will he a time when a Semnént will respond with Israglis
sarlier loyalty, Llove and eincloheariedross to Yohwoh's cheseds Mare dis
a now start and bepinning of God's love affair with His people (Kosea
2:1h«20), Then the Remnant of Israel will be the true People of 7nd
{ Hozed 2:1)s

Isaiah .

Isaish, wmora than any other eighth ceatury prophet; extends e
#lorious mcssage of hope for the fubure, but this hope is balanced by a
seathine Cury over the people's sins bhat is as severe as cither Amos! o

Tosea's. Tdke Amos, he irveiched apainst the srecd of nan thet made resl
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estate and profit more important than people (Is, 10:1-2). Honest and
upripht dealings are not sven to be found in the vineyard that Yahweh
had tenderly and patiently planted, prepared and cultivated., The grapes
1t bore were wild grapes, bitter and small (Is. 5:l1-li).

For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts

is the house of Isracl,
and the men of Judsh

are his pleasant planting;
and he looksd for justice,

but behold, bloodghed;
for righteouaness,

but behold, a cryl (Is. 5:7).

But it was the false unfounded pride of the people that Isaiah hated
most of alle It was this pride thnt sought to orgsnize life as though
God did not exist, that took the hizh holiness of God and tried to bring
it lewe Tt was such pride that was the very heart of sin (Is. 2:9-22),

Isaiah's attack on the sins of his people is complete and uncompro-
nisinge For such a society and for such a government there can oaly be
(od's judgment. The state is doomed, for the judgment comes in history
whose processes arc sccurely in Cod's controling hand. The day of Yahwehls
wrath "against all that is proud and lofty" is imminent (Is. 2:12, 17).
Tho hand of His anger is poised and stretched outj; the plundering, mur=
derous armies of Assyria are the rod of Yis anger (Is. 10sh-6)s Hot even
the military might of Fgypt can be of any help here, for when the Lord
strotches oubt His arm, both partiss of the alliance will fall and perish
together (Ise 31:1-3). So sorry is the plight of the state, that no one
is willing to rule over the hesp of ruins that was Judah (Is. 3:1-8).

The political instability will be so great that mere boys and babes will
rule, and they will force the man who has so much as a mantle on his back

to take over the responsibility of the messe
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But Yahweh had created His people for His purénse and that purpose
would be carried oute God's purpz;ae will be worked out in history, and
He will work it with recalecitrant, stubborn Israele Though Israel as a
_ration is Lobtering under the severe and crippling blows of Assyria, God
will save some for His purpose. .an. even all the meqlaanizad might of
Assyria can smount to anybthing when confronted by the God of h:i.stary.':?
This is the ssme.God whose glory in Tsaiah's :lnaugu'ral vision had come
pletely filled the temple, shook it to its very foundations and burst out.
of the temple. BSuch a God could not be conmtained within the confines of
any structure or stricture erected by msns Fer this is the thrice-holy
God; no mortel eyes could ses the regal Lord of hoats and love through
that expericncs without being more cmpJ_.ately shaken than the temple had
been (Ise 611-5). Hence the mighty pewers of the earth, including
Aszyria, are just CGod's instruments. He whistlas for them to come and
they obey (Ize. 7:18«19)s After Assyria has been used in God's purposs,
He will cest her off (Iss 1035«19)s Judsh's northern sister may have
fallen, but Judsh's future lay in God's purpose. He would save some for
His purpose.

This confidence in Ged's um_'king out His purpose for Judah in the
complex procesaes of history is the basis for Isaiah's hope and confedence
fer a portion ;n? Judah. Isaiah could never speak of a total destruction
of Judah. Trusy, God's purging would be complete and radicalj Judah would
be like "an oak, whose stump remains standing when it is felled.® Bub
that stump is "the holy seed" (Is. 6:13)e¢ In that cutedown stump there

5Bright. P iﬂ;&o, PPe 8l=6e
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wag still cap, and it would some day put ont a "shoot" whose branches
would be fruitful (is. 111l)e In God's Judging discipline Isaish saw a
purge that was radical and thoroughe Out of the furnace of affliction
would come a purified metal=-=God's true pecple (Is. 1321-26). So basic
is the idea of tho saved Remnant t0 Isaiah's thinking that he named hia
two sone Shear-jashub ("A Remmant Shall Return /¥o Repent/") and Heher-
shalal-hashebaz ("The Spoil Speeds, Tho Prey Hastes") (Iss 733, 8:l)e The
tranch from the cut down stump (Is. 11sl) "shall be beautiful and glorious,
and the fr;ﬂ.t of the land shall be the pride and glory of the survivors of
TIsrael." (Ise L:2)s The Remmant will be called holy for Yehweh will have
washed the Remnant clean from her former £ilth arnd bloodsteins (Ize. Liz3=l).
The loving "geal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this® (Is. 37232).
The Remnent.will be characteriszed by their return Yo the Lord, for they

%will lean upon the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth® {Is. 10:20=22).
The whole idea of the Saved Remnant is implicit in and dependent upon
Godfs having selected the Remnmant in the first place ocut of His free,
sovereign and unhampered will to love. Both the Remnant and those who eve
touched by God's Election-love have bsen chosen out and salected. The
Remnant's past history as a nation was £ull of examples of God's sovsreimn
selectivitv.active in her midst. Abraham was a prime exsmple of this
selective Election=love in action as G. A. DPanell has pointed out:
Through a series of decrees end acts of Election, Yahweh creates ths
people which He promised to Abrazhame The idea of a remmant is implied
in that of Election. The people of God is established out of a rem—

nante « ¢ ¢ The ancestor, Abraham, was one man,; who weng into. exile
at Yahweh's call and from him the people was descended.

63, 4. Danoll, "The Idea of God's People in the Bible," Ths Root of
The Vins, edited by Anton Fridrichsen (New Yorks The Philosophical
Citrary, 1953), Pe 25
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Deutero=Isaiah seconds this idea when it requests the Jews %o look back at
the history of Abrahanm and see for themselves the quarry from which they
were heune For when Abraham "was but ome I called him, and I blessed him
. and made him many" (Is. 51:l=3). Denell suggests that the woy Ood dealt
with His peopls in choosing them out was the principle, "the way to
renewal passes through death to life."7 Such was the case with Abraham,
Abraham went out, not knowing where ha was to goes To leave a secure home
and a comfortable future to bocome a nomed was death to himself, but that
nsw beginning censtituted his passage from death inte a 1life £illed with
God and His hlessingse. Joseph, the son sent into bondage, passes through
the death of slavery and imprisomnent to become the new beginning whoreby
the whole family is savede S0 also 4oses, the man who had to "die” in
forced exile, returns and gives God's people a new begimninp. So the
conception of Isaiah's saved Rf—:mnant. was dependent upon and found its
roots in Yahweh's groat acts of Electionesclectivity that chose cut the
patriarchs by a process of passing from death into life.

According to Isaiah; Israel had %o die to herself. Only so could
sae ilsecoma Yahweh's Remnant through repentance and trusting fa thfulnass
in Yetnrehe It was for this purpose that Yahweh was standing up to coatend
and judge His peocple (Isaiah 3:13). As long as Israel, the Vins of
Yahuweh, remained unrepentant, stroke after stroke would fall, for Yahweh's
anger would not be averted; the whip of the Assyrian was still in His
outstretohed hand (Is. 9312, 17321, 10sh, 5:25).

But IYsaizh offered the reeling nation a clear way to renewal with

Yahuwahs

7Ibido’ De 265.
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For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel:

#In retwrning and rest you shall be saveds
in gquietness and in trust shall be your strength"

(Is. 30:15).

There were two steps o this way of renewal and new life for Israel, as
Fleming James has pointed out.

Tha first siep was to returan to Gods That meant to "put away the

evil of their doingas from befors His eyes" (1:116)s It involved not

only the cessation of wrong and oppresion but the abandomment of every
dependence save that on Gode The sscond step was to wait quietly upon

Hin in the cerbtainty that He would hring reliaf and deliverance.

However, only & Remnant would repent and be saved. How dreadfully
clear this was to Isaizh 1s seen in Yahweh's instructions to the prophet
in his inaugural vision (Is. 6:19-10)es This seems %o have been the view
that Isaiah held all of his long ancd lencthy career as prophet for Yalnroh,
Apain, at the outset of his public ministry he named his child "A Remnant
Shall Return" and thereby indicated that only a fraction of the nation
Israel would return to Yahweh and be renewad.

Further, the message of return to Yahweh that Isaizh proclaimed to
the nation Tsrael had just the effect of stopping up their ears, blindine
their eyes and building up imprenetrable layers of fat around her heart.

‘Almost if not quite from the first, then, Isaiah was convinced that

his ministry would only aggravats the rebellious disposition of the

nations And as he went on experisnce proved ths truth of this fore=-

boding. Yahweh, whom he offered as a sanctuary, became a stone of
stunbling and a rock of offence to both the houses of Isracl (Ise

Bﬂm)-’
Isaiah was facad with the prospect that many would perish, and that only
a very small Remnant would retwrn. Even this diminished Remnant would

not be completely pure, for their profligate debauchery after the liftinz

9% 1leming James, Personalitias of the 0ld Testement (New Yorks
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1951), P= 204«

Ibides pe 265.
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of the Assyrian siege in 70l B«.Ce and their subsequent neglect of the God
who rescued them evoked Yahweh's wrathful indictment: ¥%Surely this iniquity
will not be forgiven you till you all die" (Is. 22:1)). T. We Manson in

his The Teaching of Jesus has commanted that Isailah's gathering togsther a

bend of disciples to whom he committed his teaching (Is. 8:16-18) "may
fairly be regarded as an attempt to 'consolidate the Remnant.?710

Since even the Remnant was in greater part rebsllious against Yehweh,
the whole mystery and secret of Yahweh's continued mercy and leniency with
Israel was that they were the people of His Election<love. Only Godls
persistently stubbora Covenant~love could continue any real relations with
His Remnante 4&nd it was this Covenant-love with which Yahweh bound His
Remnant to Himself, for onl;,; His chesed could be sirong, certain and sure
enough to have Yahweh eagerly and ardently desire the Remnant of israal,
His Chosen Vine, to be His chosen and representative people. The Vine of
Yahweh had been chosen to show ethical uprightness that stemmed from a
way of 1life charactorized by trust and obedience and loyalty to Tahwehe
‘\i‘his moral uprightness demanded by Yahweh involved helping and defending
the poor, helpless' and oppreséed. But now the once proud and luxuwriant
Vine had been trampled, ravaged and burned (Ps. 80:8-18). Now that
Yahweh's Vine was helplees and oppressed, His strong, saving chesed swung
into action to preserve the Reanant of His Vine. This strong chesed of
l Yalweh for His oppressed but sin-ridden Vina is an exanple of Yahweh's
giving prececienee to mercy rather than deserved juﬂgmsnt.ll

19p, W, Menson, The Teaching of Jesus (Cambridge: Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 1951), pe 176

1lgorman He Snaith, The Distinctive Ideas of the 0ld Testament |
(Londons~ The Epworth Press, 1953), PDes 120=12le |
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Isaiah's distinective teaching is that the nation Israel can no longer
_be the true Vine of Yahweh because her constant rebellion against His
co':renant demands and the lack of right dealings with fellow mombera of
Israel irreparably sx;appeci the covani;nt. Becaugs the Vine of Yahwsh had
forsaken His guidance and cultivation, had borne only the bitter, wild
fruit of sin, the Kecper of the Vine had to prune it severely, cutiing it
back until only a part of the Vine was lefte This pruning process shous
Yalweh's furthor selectivity in choosing the True Vine, for only .'o_v drastic
cutting, further narrowing down and setiing apart could even the amallest
fraction of the n=tion Jsracl approximate Yahweh's hopes for a productive
Vine. ‘In short, "Isalah's doctrins of the remnant « « . tended to break
up the solidarity of nationsl religionm by distinguishing between two zroups
within the nation and promising salvaticn to the righteous alone."22 This
wag Isalah's restrictive emphasia; pius the dominant note that orly through
Yahwehts unm-rerw:ﬁg, mysteriaualyfpers:l.'al‘;ent chesed could the Vine of
Tehweh bo restored and given new life and hope for better days. For withe
out Yahweh'e 2!‘..‘?52.‘1 that stood the shoek of rebuff added to insult from

even His chosen Remnant not even the Remnant could have any existence.
King Josiah's Failure to.Benew the Covenant

Yahueh is pars!stent. chesed that wiuld siot let His people go was the
only basis on uhich Yahweh could establish the Remmnant. T. F. Torrance sees
in this persistent chesed Yahweh's desire to make something of His people,
to fashion out of them something for His service, in spite of their rebuffe
and their refusals.

lzaama, 0Ps cite; Po 268,
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He (Yahweh) held on to his purpoze of love, binding the covenant-
peoplo %o himself, refusing to divorece it in spite of persistent
rebuffse The covenant grounded in mercy {(chesed) and 4ruth (%emoth)
was maintained by God in utter faithfulness, that is, in the utter
consistency of truth, and in the uttor steadfastness of love. In
that covenant relation of truth and love Israecl had to saffer, for it
- shattered itseclf on the unswerving persisitence of the divine purpose
of loves Isracl suffered inevitably from Cod, for Cod would not let

flis people ol13
To vhat depths of suffering God's stubborn chesed plunged the Remnante
Israel can be seen in Isracl's rapid decline after the reforms of Hezekiah,
So low would thoe Vine fall that not even Josiah's "lHew Covenani®™ could
revive ite. : ‘

The reforms good king Hezekiah had institoted under the influanca of
Isaiah were swept away by "a popular rsaction under Manasseh" who "brought
back the Canaanitish ways of the paste lanasseh himself took the lead in
reintroducing the cult practised on the high places, with its altars to the -
baalin,” its groves and all the other compliments of nature raligion.n’

G. Irnest Wright in his monograph, The Old Testameat Against Its Environ=-

ment, has thoroushly demonstrated that the sun, moon and stars were very
widely regarded as members of the heavenly assembly, and thus were given
worship-~a practice intolerable to anyone who belonged to the Remnant of
Yatmah.ls Bacauge Manasseh was‘'a vassal of Assyrian mesters, he also
brought in the worship of the heavenly bodies popular in Assyria, aspe-
cially that of Ishtar, the "queen of heaven." Bright has shown that this

13p, F. Torrance, "The Israel of Gode-Israel and the Incarnation,”
Interpretation, X (July, 1956), 308.

:'hJﬂﬂeﬂ, ODe _0_1_‘!’-_-, Pe 303.

150. Ernest ‘t-':'-ight, The Old Testament Against Its Environment
(Londonl SCM Press L‘bdo’ 1955,, PPe S-mo




36
largely a political necessity, for it was a world completely dominated by
Assyris, and "in the ancient world political subservicnce always entailed
et least nominal acknowledgement of.the overlord's gods."® IT Kines 21
gives a capsuled account of the incredible spostasy into which Manasech
plunged the Remnant of Yehwehe Not only were the Canaanitish gods znda the
Assyrian gods worshipped in Jerusalem {vsse. 3b=5); but altars were erected
to the hsavenly bodies in the temple itself (vs., 5). Magic, aucury and
divination were popular, for these were also popular with the Assyrisns at
the times Even the barbarous worship of Moloch who demanded live sacrie-
fices gainad a foothold, and Manasseh himself "burned his son as an
offering” (vs. 6a)s The historian who tranamitted the history of Kings
rates Manaspeh ths very worst ruler wér to sit on the throne of Judsh
(vse 9,11.) and declares that his apostasy was so terrible that it never
could be forgiven, and that his sin alone w2 enough to explain Ood's
weath and the impending national ruin (vss. 11-15),

Manasgeh's recipe for national security which meant §ubjugation te
Assyria was successful in that there was a measwre of peace that ellowed
the ordinary pwrsults of life to gm0 one Bub at what a pricel Dedication
to foreign deities took the place of Yahweh the Ood of the covenante

It was the collapse of the jerry<built empire of Assyria that gave
rigse to the refurms of Josizh, at least in an indirect waye Allrisht in
his From the Stons Age to Christlanity has noted the uplift of spirit. the

defeat of Assyria gave to Israel. "After 625 B.Cs the rebellion of the
Chaldean Nahopolassar against his Assyrien suzerain gave new confidence te

15pright, ope cibe, P 100.
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the land, and Josiah appezrs o have briofly repccupied most of the
formor tervitory of Yorael.w:7
: It was out of this rise of Israel!s fortunes that Kins Josiahts
reform gtommed, ab le'ast in parte Bright holds that "the reform wes, ia
part, a facet of high hopas born of indapendence and resurgent national-
ai.m."za The prophets and priests and their adherents who gradually "found
thomselves strong onough to effect a sweeping reform formad another rost
of the reform."l?

The actual roforn was sheped by a law book found in the rubbish of
the temple while repairs were belng made theres The young Josiah had it
brourht o his attention. It shocked him, for if this code wera really.
the lzw of Gody then God )halp Judahj for it had been flagrantly disrepardad
(II Rings 22:3-20)s The king sumoned all the people to the temple,
pesrsonally read the law to them, and then bound tha people to a solepn
covenant before Yahweh to put its demands into action (IT Kings 2311<3).
From this the reform took shape., Worship was cleansed of all foreien
elenents and additions and no worship wss allowed outside of the Jerusalem
temples all otker local shrines were forbiddem. The sthical and social
requirenents of the law vere held mp 4o be the ideal for the nation.20
The reform under Josiah was an attempt to return to the purity of Mosaic
ralig:!.on.21

17[!1111&1:1 Foxwell Albright, From The Stone Ago to Christisnity
(Baltimores The Johns Hopkins Press, 10L6),; Pe 250.

18ppight, ope cites Pe 10ke

193ames, ops cite, Pe 30k.

20mnid., pps 30U-3053 Bright, ope cite, ppe 102-105.
2 1bright, From The Stone Age to Christianity, pe 2kl
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Huch of this reform was superficial, but here at least the W¥ins of
Tahweh was attempting to beer the fruit of proper worehip and right
relations. Here in any event was a right-thinking mincrity who realized
that being the Vine of Yahweh and worshipping Moloch, the nature gods with
2ll the attending paganism were incompatibles Rather, such behavior lsft
Iorael, the Vine of God, ready to be choppsd down, ripe for judgnent.
Bright has suggested that

perhaps God had destrcyed the Assyrian colossus and allowed this

monent of freedom that there might be one last chance to repente If

Yorael is to £ind her destiny as the people of God, nay, if she is

%0 survive, she must put away foreign gods and serve Yehweh alonoe22
If israel is to be the trus Vine of Yahwehe=-she must reformi

But Josizh'!s hunbling defeat and @zath at the hands of Pharash Necho
of Tpypt at Megiddo in 609 B«Ce dealt the desth blow to the refomn move-
nmente The reform was just superficial, backed up by the proclamation of
the I:i-mz. Josish's son, Jehoiakin, allowad many abuses to come back inte
the nationts roligion, including the worship of the "gueen of heavea"™ and
Moloch with its child-sacrifices (Jers 7:18-31)s The historian of II Kings
sumnsrizes his cereer with the wordse: "And he did what was evil in the
sight of the Tord, according to all that his fathers had done" (II Kinea
23:37).

The last &vempt at reform had failed. As a nation, Judah had
rejected the covenant with Yahweh and thersby haé cut herself coff. No
longer was she the Vine of Yahwehe Zven the remnant that was left of

Israel would ba gleansd thoroughly as a vine (Jers 6:9). Since she had

 borne only bittor end wild grapes, the sign of a degenerate vina (Jer.

2321), she was werthlesss The vine has no useful purpose other than

22pright, oP» Cite, Po 105,
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fruit boardnsgs Ln uanfrultful, dosonorabe vine could only serve as fusl for

the fire of Codts judment.

Thersfore thue says the Lord Gode Like the wood of the vine among

che trecs of tLhe foresb, which I have given to the fire for fuel; so
will T zive up the inhebitants of Jorusalems And I will sot my face
araiast them; though they escape fwrom the fire, the fire shzll consunie
thette o o o A0d T will make the land desclate, because they have acted
falthlessly, zays the Lord God (Ezek. 15:6-8).

The Rennant was finished as the Vine of Yahueh, for not even 2 now

covepant could resurrect it and plve 1t new life.




GIAPTER IV

THE PATLURE OF THE REMEANT TO RESPOED
T0O THE VING'S MISSION AS THE SUFFERING SERVANT

The Exiled Israely; a DPespairing and Broken Vine

Isaianh 40-£85, commonly referred to as Secoand Isaiah or Deutero-
Isaiah, prescnts the noxt step in God's further reducing the Remnant of
Isracl as His Vine. The beginnines words of the message, "Comfors, comfort,
mny peopla® (Iss LO:l), zive us the btenor of Sccond Isaiah’s voice and the
setiing %o which it spoke. The Remnant of the Vine, Isrzel, was in sore
neod of comiorte. They were a disorganized and broken pocple,
This thoroughpoing emphasis on comfort was something new for the
prophetse HMany prophebs had preached comfort and consolationy but only as
2 foil for the predominant niessage of ceoom and Godls impendinge punishmante
James hag noted this chanpo very well,
The fabal yeer 536 BeCe itorked a change in the temper of the Hebrew
pecples HAefore bthot it was only the prophets who talked of rulng the
majority continued stout-hearted, hoping in spite of repeated disastors
that the tide would yet turn in their favour. After 585 BeCe it wes
:gg;’;.:{og:hets who hoped, while those zbout them were plunsed in desponde
The condition of the land of Palestine was degperates. First, most of
it lay in ruinse Second Isaish speaks longingly of the Goldsn Aze when
there will be inhabitents to "people the desolate cities" (Is. Sh:3),
and promises thet "the waste and desolute places and the devastod land®
w31l ba £illed up (Ise 49:19)s 2Zion is like & widowed woman afber her

“¥leming James, Personalities of the 0ld Testameni (Wew York: Charles
Scribnert's Sons, 1951), Pe 36k.
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bereavement who haz lost all her children (Is. L9:19-21), and is compared
to an wmfortunate with a barren womb (Ise Shel).

Alsc the population of Judah had bzon scattered and disperssd during
over a eontury of intermittent warfarce In 701 ReCe Sonnacerib had
stormed and taken forty-six fortifisd towms in rapid succession.? From
this campalign the Assyrisn claimed to have taker no less than 207,150
priscners. OCertainly, some of these must have baen carried away as
hostages and copbives.d Alright hss demonstrated that the period 558-
507 NeCe was one of unnixed gloom for Judahe King Jehoiachin was tzken
into exile along with Judah's best leadership and finest crafivsnens
vwouvations ab Debir and Lachish-show increased poverty of the countiryside
betwean the two dastroctions of these towns in 598 and 5§7. Albricht
alsc holds thet "the population of Judah, which had prohably passed
250,000 by the end of the cighth century, czn acarcely have been over
half that number® in 587 Delay when Jerusalen was stormed and taken apain
and most of the remalning leading firures and artisans were sent to
Babylonia ot

Probably the most difficult things the exiles had to bear wss the
constant contempt of their captorse They were a conguered people, their
natvion drapgged down and brokene They were nobodiesj; Jacob wae ncthing

nmore than a "worm" {Ise LL:lh)e Taunts reach oub at them fron every

234114 Foxwell Albvicht, The Biblical Period, reprinted by permise
sion from The Jowss Thelr History, Culoure ana neliglon, edited by Leuds
Finkslstolll (Hew Cork: arper and Hrochors, 19LY, for Private Distribution
Onlys Pitisharsh, Paey 1955), pe hi3e

3Jams, 02e cile; Pe 365,
balberizht, ope cites ppPe LB-L7.
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cornorj Second Isaish advises the exiles Lo "fear not the reproach of men,

nd bz not dismaysd at their revilings" (Is. 51:7)e Their tormentors said

o]

“o thems
"Bow doum, that we may pags over's
and you have made your back like the ground
and 1iks the street for then 1o pass over (Is. 51:23).
Tha result of this oppression that the captives endured wes that any

faith they fornerly had in Yahweh was seriocusly blastede. They Lurnad

egainet Cod, for He had cast thenm off. "The Lord has forsaken me, my

]

ord has forzotten me" (Is. 49:1l). Some held that Yahweh was worn oute
He bad grown weak and weary (Is. }40:22). Tahweh's arm that foraerly was

us and mizhby Yo sawve had groun shorter. He was not able to

e
o
“
¥
q
8
Q

nect the new domands thet foreign exile placed on His adhsrents (Is. 50:2).

lone grew shubborn, refusing to helicve that Yehweh could still deliwver

e

splendor ond prestige of Babylon's worlde-corquering pzods, Bel and Nebhoe
Tho exiles seem Lo have made figurines of' these gods and actually wor-
shippad then, praying, "Deliver me, for thou art my pod" (Is. Lk:l7)e
Sacond Tsziah had teo remind the Reunant that Yahweh and not the idels had
broucht ahout for::wf deliverances, for they wers prone to lay the cradit

at the fest of thair imazes (Ig. 43:3=5).
The Greatness of Yahweh's Power and Farpose

In contrast to the captives! despair, Second Isaiah is a source of
conshant ebounding optimisme This was not just based on a political hope
that wag fanned by "the coming of Cyrus and the impending collapsze of

pp—
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nabylon.“f': The prophat's falth in the future lay squarely on the miszhty
power &nd purpoze of Yahwohe Nothing is comparable to Himj even bhe ~reat-
a3t nations arc poworless before Hime

ho has measured the waters in the hollow of his hend
and marked ofi the heavens with a2 span,
onclosed the dust of the earth in a msasurs
and weighed the mountains in secales
and the hills in a balance?
.{D.IOIOI.l..l.l.......t...l
Ssheld, the naticns are like & drop from 3 bucket,
and are accounted as ths dust on the scaless
behold, he takes up bthe isles like fine dust.
-.-.0&....."...‘..l'.-'.... .!
It iz he who sits above ths circle of the earth,
and ito inhabituznbts are like crasshopperss
who stretches nut the heavans lile a curtain,
and spreads them 1like & tent to dwell ing
who brdnes princes o noughb,
and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing (Is. 40:12, 15,22«21),

:ac-;::-;i Izaizh éa‘.'.ls on his compairiots to roly fully on guch 2 marnife
ont and powerful Ood as Yahwohe Not only has the prophet draun his
picturs of ¥ahwsh in bold, giant -sbrokes, but demonstrates to ths exiles
that %o raly on Hinm and His power 1s to receive boundless strencin, couwrape
and buoyant hops.

Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the carth.
He doez not faint or grow wWeary,
nis understanding is unsearchable.
He zives power to the faini,
znd %o him who had no mignt he incroessas strengthe
Sven youths shall faint anu be weary,
and young men shall fall exhausted;
bt they who walt for the Lord shall renew their strength,
thay shall mount up with wings like sagles,
they shall ran and not be weary,
they shall walk and not falab (Is. 10D:28-31),

;Jahn Arishls The Hinedom of Cod (Kau Tork: Abinsdon=Cokasbury
Preas, 1953), ne 130
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Hot only is Yahweh magmificently powerful, bubt that pouer ic chane
neled into the control of the universses Even ths great celestizl hodies
ove their origin to Him and are held in place by Him (Ie. 40D:26).

Yalwoh direched the course of history in the paat, and He is directing
present history nowe Sccond Isaiah saw this work out especiglly in Cyrus's
victories (Tse. Li1:2-}), Tiow ridiculous and absurd to think that Tahweh is
played outy Yahueh's hand was not shortensd so that 1t could no lonser
redeens His arm is still powerful to savel (Is. 50:2).

“What f£olly to turn from a od like Yahweh to the protection of
helpless ldolsd Yahweh 1s the only God, the only Redecmer,.

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israsl

and his Redeemner, the Lord of hosts:
"I am the first and I am' the lasts
besides me thersz is no god® (Is. hliz6).
"] an He.
Before ms no god was formed,
nor shall there be any after ne.
I, I am the Lord,
and besides me thore is no saviore
I declared and saved and proclaimed,
when there was no strange god anong you! (Ise. 43:10).
Tahwch i3 a jealous Cod and has no inteation of sharing His honor with
cther godse He does nbt- intend o be Jusi another member of a pantheon
(Is. h223)a

Yahwsh loved His chosen Vine, the Remnant of Israsl. True, ¥shwech
had been angry with Israel and had punished them with the military mechine
of Babylon. The reason was the sin and rebellion of Isracl.

Behold, for your iniquities you wers sold,

and for your trensgressions your mother was sub away
(IS. 5’):1).. -

But ancer and punishment were in the past, for Yahweh had freecly forsiven

Hie Chosen Vinee Israel had reczived enough at the hand of the Lord

=t
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(Is. 4022)s How would Yahweh's favor znd foreivoness come %o 2n end any

RIGCe

e

For tho mountaine may deparbt
the hills be removed,
sbeadfast lovo will not depart from you,

PR, J— & =3 . 3
a wondoriul invitation:

I have sweplt auay your transgresaions like a cloud,
and voar sins likes mist;
return to ma, for I have redeemsd you (Ise LL:22),

Ho, every ons who thirsts,
cone Lo the waterss
and he who has no meoney,
coma, buy and eatld
Cone, buy wine and milk
. without meney and without prico.
Why should you spend your noney for that vhich
is not Wread,
and your labor for that which doas not satisfy?
Incline yowr cary and come to maj
hear,; that your soul may liveg
® ® © & © € © @ & v 0 O & © O © @& & o © B B =« O & 3
dack ‘the Lord while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
1zt the wicked forsake his way,
and bhe uneighteous man his thouphtas
1l2% hin retwrn to the Lord, that he may have nercy on him,
and to our fiod, for he will abundsntly pardon (Ise 55:1£7)e

The. Vine's Universsl Mission

The reason for this invitation and this forgiving restoration is

that Israel, tha Chosen Vine, is svill 4o bear fruit for her Creators

The Vine of Yahweh will participate in God's purposs, but not by any merit

off her ovne She had besn blind and deaf to Yahweh's calling in the past

(Ise 1:2:19). Shs was completely stubborn, obstinate and rebellicus when

it camo to doing ¥ahweh's will (Is. 48:1-R)s Only & new and completaly

—
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reconstitubed Israel could be a fruitful Vine. Jsremiah's promise of a
licw Covenant had failed to stir the pecples from their rehellion and none
productivityes Oniy & new beginning would yield a new and productive Vine

bearing fenit for Yahweh. John Brizht in his study, The Kingdon of Cody

has pointed oul that Second Isalah's unique use of the phrases; Y“the

)
]

former thinps® and "the anew things¥, and the allusions to the Craestion in

connection with thase phrases point Loward & new Exodus in which flod

-
=3

would ereate £or Himsell e new Isracly a resl Vinese
Torael iz Lo experiencs a new exodusl B8ub the Txodus was looked
apon by cvery Israclitc as the national beginnings To spezk of a
new Exodus could therefore mean only a new beginninre Thers is for

Isracl, then; a new natlonal bezinning, a futare wmore glorious than
the past.?

But the nationsl limlitations and ancestral linss of the fomaer Vine
of ¥Yshwoh will be iranscendeds For if there is but one CGod, Yahweh, and

£ thiz God rules 211 mon of all nations, then there csn bs but one God

fobe

for all psoples The restrictive limitatlons are widened, for the domain
and zrea of rile of Yahweh &re to be world-widee Seo all hesthen nations
ars to turn from their idols to Yahweh, the only God who can szve (Is. his
20=23)s TYzhwoh'!s house ghell be called a "house of prayer for all nations®
{Ize 5617)e 8o the victory of Israel and hor vindication over her captors
and oppressors will be completes Thus Tsrael, the Vins of Yahwsh, will
fulfill the destiny Yerweh had c3lled her %o when He said that Abrzhan's
desczndante should bear the fruit of blessing to 2ll the nztions of the

carth
GaX'cile 1
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Tha Vine's Universal Mission

Achieved by the Suffering Servsnbt

»

Btub what sort of victory wonlcd be claimed? What would Israells
Cestiny be? OCertainly Israel's victory would not be counted victory as
the world would consider such thingse On the contrary, Israel as the Vine
of “od wonld be called to huniliation, defeat and suflfeping, and yet just
such wap Israal'a victorye The lnstrument of Yahweh's vicbory anonz the

o

’
nations would bo the Sulfering Servant of Code IHers iz the stranpest

1]

irure; so sbooped with humiliation, 56 rejected and ignored, sc laden
with ollense that hardly anyone would bs faverably impressed with hive

rha Servent is o unimpressive, sc hideous and despised by all, that he is
completely uniguse Uubt it is in terms of the Sufferine Servont that
Deutero-Isaiah setz fortn the destiny and the victory of the Vine of
Yahwrehe ! .

Ine Suffering Servantis mission is universal and worldeyides In
this reapact the Servant is cocmpletely different from the Hemnzant of Amns,
fpsea, Isaich znd Jeronizshe Te We iianson has stated this fundamental
difference betwesn ths Remnant ané the Servant very strikinglys
"The difference may be svated simply in this way, thal whereas the
Romnant Wwes to be a saved few, the Servant of Jehovah is o be a

savine feve ©The brand p%ucked frem the hurnineg is to bzcome c light
To lighten the Geatiles.

T8igmund Mowinckel; He That Cometh, transleted from the Horwerisn
edition of 1951 by Ce We Anderson (fHed rork: Abincdon Press, 195h),
PPe 195=202.

%, o Manson, The Peaching of Jesus (Cambwidee: Cambwidge Univer-
sity Pressy 1951)s D -Lide ®
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It is this universal, saving work of the Servant which Tahwzh desribes
in Ise h2:1FL,

Bzhold my servant, whom I uphold,
my chozen, in whom my soul delightas
I have put my epirit upon him,
he will being justice to the nations.
fle will not cry or 1ift up his voice,
or make it heard in the streits
a2 kraised rsad ho will not break,
and & dimly burning wick he will not quenchj
he will faithfully bring forth justics.
He will not fail or e dizcouraged
11l he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his law (Is. L2:1el).

‘e Servant of

Yahwech will be a light to ths Gentile nations "to open the
eyes that arz blind, Lo brine o ¢ o from the prison those who 3it in darke
ness® (Iss 42:6«7)e The work of the Servant is to go beyond Isracle It

0=
]

iz nob enough that the Servant fulfill Yahwehts purpose uwithin Israel,
Hiz own chosen Vinoe For Yahweh has told His Servants
Tt is too light a thing that you should be my servant
o raise up the tribzss of Jacod
and Lo restore the preserved of Israels
T will give you az a liznt to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to ths end of the earth

(Iss LG:6).

His mizsion to all the people of the carth is to express the tendsr-
ngsz of Tshwehs The thirsiy and hungry will be the objects of thez Survantls
pitye He will lead then by springzs of water, shislding- them from the
scorching heat of desert wind and sun (Iss 19:10). ‘Vherever men lansunish
in prison houses, the Servant of Yahweh comes as liberator and deliverer
{T5e 12:7)e He will faithfully beins forth Justice, not sneppine those
who are brokeny for his i3 & hesling mission (Ts. L2:3)e He hae the
gpscial facility of eustaining "with & word hin thet is weary? (Ts. 52:h).

Apart from the Sewrvant Songs, Isracl is elsewhers oftcn sgoken of as

tha Sorvant of Yuhwebh in Deonterc=Isaishs A1l of these ten or tuelve
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instances refer Yo God's electing Israel %o bo His Servent with » mission
¢ [~ kel
to the heathens,” This universal character of Israsl's voc:tion €o be the
Servant of Yehuwen Ue Ao Danell feelz is "undoubtedly closely connechod
with his strong enphasis en Yahweh as the Oeod of the vwhols earth and 23 Zhe
only livine Gode 0
The Vine of Yahweh is to be the Servant of ¥Yabwmcoh in the sensa that
those uwho constlinbe the real, productive vins of Israel will be tetally
devoted te thelr Keeper and thadt they will baar the fruit of Yahuweh!s
blessing threushout the woride The task of the Vine of Yahweh as the
Suffering Servant iz quite distinet froa Jsrael's task a2z the Servant,
thourin that task ia careied on within the frameworlk of Isracl. NMewinckel
hes sugrested this bagic differeace in his recent volume, He That Comethe
Hoe (the Scrvant of Iehweh) has received from Yohweh & quite special
tocke T[hat iz why he i the Serwvanb, not in the more passive sense
which the word has in Deutoro=Isalan when it is z2pplied 4o Israel:
whe worghlpper of Yahweh, secure under Iis faver and protection, abls
tn trust in Yahuch, end because of her historical experiencss a8 wite
nesa 4o the clection, the favor, and the faithfulneas of Yshwoh, and
to His will and power to save Israel and to bring to fulfillment ilis
plan for the wordds but in an astive senss: he who had bheen chosen
and equipped for 2 spocial work in Yahweh's servica. He is Yehueh's
fidgeputy®, an effcctive instrument for the recliszation of Yehwehis
purpose, «nd thue far glorifyingz Him in the worldell
Heowever, the Servans would not force this spocinl mission upon mene
Very moekly and self-cffacingly would the Servant go ebout his tasks The

Servani's strategy o win the nations wounld not bhe that of force or

Sirthur S. Peake, The Froblem of Suffering in the 0ld Testanent
(oripinally published in 160L; London: Ihe LPWOrGh ITeBs, 1947)p De 3le

105, A. Dancll, "The Idea of Ged's Pacple in the Bibls,” The Root of
the Vine, edited by Anton Fridrichsen (New York: Fhilosophical Litwary,

EFBL Phe 30=31.
Llyouinckal, 92e oihe, ppe 206-207.
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compulsion, but a gentle end imvard persuasione The Servant of Tahweh's
task iz to conquer the world, bubt, as T. Ve ¥anson has indicsted, this
victory wonld he attained through ceantle means. The Servant is to

eonquer the world, not by fores of arms, bul by spiritual powers nob

to estah) i:1 7 an earihly ompire afier the manner of Assyria and Babye
lenizg not to compel the wmwilling submission of wvasssl states 4o
bhemselves, but to atiract individuzl men and woinon to voluniery
accaptoncs of Israel!s King as their Eing.l?
Endowed with the Spirit of Yahweh, and supported by Yahweh hinmselfs (Is.
i2:1), tha Servant will not concede to discouragement and setback or give
up until the victory is won (Is. h2:h)e FHe i3 certain to meot up with
hostility, bub he will nob resiste He will not draw hack, for he is not
rebellious (Tee 50:5)e Rather, he will give his back to those who abase
hime FPeaten, tormented, he would not even avert his face from those that
pluck out the beard and spit in :’tisgust in his face (Ise. 50:£)e Throurh
it a2ll, patiently enduring and confident, the Servani of Yahweh sets his
face like a flint, sure thut Yahweh will see him throurh and vindicage
him (Toe 50:7=9)¢ Thouzh at times the Servant would complain that his
labor was in vain, his courage would be restored by the wision of his
destiny and confidence in vindication from Yehweh (Ise h9:h)e
This obvious characteristic of humility in the Servani's approaching
his task and in carryine it out in spite of humilisting hostility and

opuosition was a common charactoristic of plety in the Near Fast at the

time of the exils, as Albright has sugsested in From the Stone Azxs o

Christbianitys "Humility, silence, and mcokness becrme increasingly

characteristic of ancient oricntal pioty o o o ¥ Inscriptions of lHece
Babylonian kines of the sixth century Be.Ce 0ften began with words, "the

12ianson, ope cite; Pe 180.
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meck and hunble cne,® and hunllity was desired of devotees of Azayrian
and ¥Yabylonien gods ia thoir prayers.t3

However, those characteriestics of humility, meekness and gilence
comnon in Wear Rasy plety clugter and conccabrate uniquely in she Serwvant's
sask as explained in Tsaieh 52:13=53:12. Ther: the ultinate is said of
the Ssrvani. Heve the 3Servant achisves victory and destiny precisely
vhvrourh hig sufferine. Such a conception of Israel!s destiny fulfilied

shrousn the Servant!s example of suffering was unheard ofe It waz hold,

e
™
o
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npletely sul peneris=-go much so that onlookers cry oubt: MWhe

has beliaved what we have heard?™ (Is. 53:l). ¥owinckel has shoun that
this Sonz is composed within the frawswork of a funmeral dirgs. Bub even
as a funerzl diree, it is complotely umique; for the Sonz lays strsas oa
jJast the wninpressive and positively repulsive festures of the Servante

Pub this poom appoare to he exactly the reverse of the ususl foneral
direez the dead man's boaubly, courage, and manly virtues, vhich made
men Love hin end misg him, are nol celebrated here a3 in other pocms
shieh thus becons bivter laments over losse This Sone tells how
unimpresaive, hidoous, aund despised the Sorvant was: not a2 Wwee is
hlosaon, bt & parched shooty not a lion or an eapgle (the fimres
ugsd for inspancze in the lamont over Saul and Jonathaz), but a gentle
lamb, He was neither hipgheborn nor manly, and had no fascinating
influcnce unon mani on the contrary,; he was unimpressive and rentle.t)

Wow unlikely that Yahweh's redeeming arm should be bared (Is. 53:1) in the
uncomely form of "a root out of dry groundi" (Is. 53:2)e This unlovely
and wratched figure of the Suffering Servant is scorned of men and sezme
ingly afiflicted by Yahweh (Is. 53:2=h)e This ia sc, to follow Mowinckel's

sur~estiow, besause the Servant was "striciken by a foul diseass which

13943114am Foxwell Albrichi, From The Stonc Azs to Christianity
(Baltinmara: The Johns Hopkins Prass,. LohG); DPe 2Bh=0534

Liouinckel, ope Clis, De 200e
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brought disgrace, possibly leprosy." In any event, the Servant's death
would ba sean by plous Jews as a direct Judgment of Yahweh disqualifyiaz
the Servant as ths Messianic instrument of deliverance.:>

Horeover, the Suffering Servant endurez horsh and brutal persecction
(Ise S53:hef), so brutal, in fact, that belatedly it dawns upon thaae who
persecuted the 3Jervant that no sin he bhad ever committed could possibly
sceounnh Lor his mistreatnente I fact, il was just for his persecutors
that the Servant suffered. He suffered vicariously for them, bearing
thelr singce 2-‘1;;&115-' the sufferings and ignominy of his 1life will be
crownad with the shamefnl death of a oriminal. The Servent is led off
like & lamb %o the bubcher, without a complaint, and is foully done %o

th (Tse 53:7=9)e Dat the 3ervant suffered imnocently, for it is clear
that he gave his Jife as ®an ofj ering for ain® and the misdeaeds of others
{Ize 53:10)e :

iowever, this vicariocus sufferinz of the Servant of Yahweh actually
becomes his vindication and glorificaotions Tho onloockers and those who
have éqna the Servant ¢ death are nporrified in retrospsct. Mowiackel is
quick %o point this ouke

The lament in the funersl dirge becomss an accusation, the self=

geousabion of the post and his hearerse Thus the Song bscoues 3

vindicstion of the Servanh's honourj for everyonms must now understanc

That the igceominy, the wretchedness, the humillity, the apparont lack

of selfeazssrivion (rightesousness') wers really tm, titles of his
honours

It is this insight on the part of those who did the Servant to daath thatb

makes the oufferine szcerifics of the Scervant sffective. This is the

lsIbi.d., ppe 200=2731; footnotes
16Thides Do 2030
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Servantis viectory and his vindication. His act of suffarinz would be in
vain if the oznlookers did not raspond by confessing their suilt and sinet?
Thus the sacrifice of the Servent is complate in that hls example of s2lfe
pivinz to the vedeening universal purpsses off Yahweh i3 total and complate
withoul any rescrvation. Here in the psreon of the Sufferinz Servant the
Now Covenant of Jewramish becomes incarnatse He Vheeler Robinaon in hia

sindy of Inspirstion and Reveletion in the Old Testement has notad tha

the prophet Jereniah saw himself as Y“che raovelation of the true Isrselite,
the man in wvhom human nature; in its Tsraglite form, finds fullsst and
trusst expression”.18 Roblason goes on ©o say thet "hrough ths prophet,
az through nons otherg the will of Yahweh i3 dence o ¢ ¢ Jeramizhla Tnew
covonant! is virbtually the extension to every Israslite of the prophet's
oun ohedient pelation to Godsd¥ Hers in the Sufferins Servant of Yahweh,
shuwel’s promise of a new heart and @ new spirit in Israsl iteelf comes
trnes, Tha Vine of Yahweh bocomes z trus and productive Vine in the fipurs
of Isracl as thse Suffering Servant. Fory as Father Hshert has indicated,
Hthe picture of the Servant of Yahweh is precisely .Israel thus renewsde
He is the éattarn of what Uod means Israel %0 be: ‘'my Servand, Isracly in

whon I will be l'lO"‘l"":i.Gd. 120

17.1in’~mt— aylor, Jesus and His Sacrifice (London: IMacmillan snd
Goey ul.'ndc, 1951), Ge UZe

18y, wnesler Robinson, Inspiratiocan and Bavclat.i"n in the 01d Testement

(Londons Oxioed University Preas, 1oL0)s Pe L0
?~9Ih’-d.’ DB- 185-186.

20y, n, Vebert, The Throne of David (London: Faber ond Faber Linitsd,
1953), pe 48.
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The Servant a Representative and Fluid Figucs

Who is ths Servaent of Yahweh? Albright2l, Ro'.-rleyzz and Procksch23
have .5‘.1&1"’:1 soneluzively that there has been a reaction zgainst the many
efforts on the port of Olda Testoment scholars o interprel the Servant
aolaly as the pzople of Isrzel itseif, or as some historical character
such 28 Jeremish, Oyrus, Jehoiachin, Zerrubbabol or even Moses. The fisure
of the Sarvant changes so frequently and radicszlly that it 3s difficuld to

ix it vpon one parson. Ohrlstopher Horth in his monograph The Sufferins

servant in DeuteroeIsaich hes shown Yhat thers is progress in the Servand
ficuras It 15 fiuid, bub with no retreat, Hather the figuwre moves fron
the nation Terasl ©o an individual who in turn points forward to Christ.ol
He He Rowley, howover, finds "development from the thougit of Israel as

he Servant o the thought of an individual Servant par excsllancs, without

abanconing phe thought of Iorael as atill the Servant."2> Thoush the
Fourth Song is dominantly individuel, the mission the Ssrvant fulfills io
Ioraellsg, Terael is still called upon o enter its mission, and so ths
Servant lz truly Isracl's ‘."el:rz'esent.etive.“?‘f' Alwright 1ikewise fesls that

the Servant is the nstion Israel, the "piouwm individual who atonsa for the

glf.l.bz'i;:?ii:., From The Stone Age to Christianity, p. 255,

23%!. e Rouley, The Servani of the Lord _g_r_:g Other Egsays on the 0iad
Pestament (Londecns Lubberaorthn Fress, d952)s PPe J-hte

“30tt0 Procksch; Theologis dss Alteon Testsments (Gilitersloh, Germany:
Ga Bertelanmann Verlag, 1950); Phs 207=200e

: '-l'.:h_ristopher North, The Suffering Servant in Deutero-Isaish (Lendons
Oxford Undversity Press, 1340), ppe 24oils

25Rowley, ope ohbe; Pe She

E%id-g Pe ESe
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sins of the many," and £inally the coning Savier of Israsl.?’ Willian
Robinson sums this up very nicely vhen he says:
In what have been called "the servant songs" it 45 clear that in scome
C286S « & o "Uhs servant” is the whole of Isracl®, "the remnant; and

f£inally, he is the single son of Iﬁael in whom the whole of Isrsel is
embodied, s corporate perscnalitye??

Terzell 3 Rejection of the Saffering Sorvant's lMission

It 1o obvious that parts of the Servant Songs can not peasibly refer
to the Israel of Yahweh as 2 natione?? Ii would iuvolve a straining for
boyond the limits of the text o refer Lo the nation Isrsel aa the Servant
in the words of the Fourth Song:

farely he has borae our griefs and carried cur SOXTOWSe o o » Pub he

was wounded for owr transgressions, he was bruised for our iniguitiec;

upon him was the chastisement that made us whole, and with bhis stiripes
w3 are healed o o « and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us
8lis « ¢« o And they made his grave with the wicked o +» « althouzh ha

had doans no viclence, and there was no deceit in his nouth {(Ise 532

5555 ) e
fle He ’émrlay hae commented that it is foolish to supposs that the Deunterce
Toaiah would bhelieve Israel's exile seffering to be immocente This would
1y in the face of 'the proeexilic prophete Twho declsred in no uncertain
way thet the sulferings of the exils were the instrument of God's discipline
of His oun people for their £olly and neglect of His will."30 .

I"urther:, Isrgel as @ nation failed to live up to her mission as the

-¥Vino of Zahweh who would reach all nations and bscoms a blessing T them

2Talheight, Fraw The Stone Age to Christianity, pe. 255.

2%:4133an Robinson, The Biblical Dosteins of the Church (St. Loumiss
The Bethany Press, 1955), Ps J1l.

Iprocicach, 9. Cite, Do 285,

303owler, Ope cibe; Pe 5le
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through ite sufferings as the Servant of Yahwehe The Jews rejected the
Deuterc=Izsaiahfs concepbtion of a2 universel mission to the heathen and
faccepted rather the ideals of Ezekiel, « « o shrank from the task to
uhich the preat propnet of the exile had called them,” and instead; "becanme
hard, narrew and exolusive,"Jl T, V. wanson feele that in Israel's rsfusal
to bzeomsz the Sepvant with a world-wide mission the people ceased %o he the
Vine of Yobweh,; bearing the frult of bLlessing to all peoples., By over-
emphezine: Lzekislts restriciiveness, the Jewish nation begine its carecer
of "strict Judaism,® and thus rejects Dentoro-Isaish's "prototyps of
Evangelical Chrilstianity."32 From this point on, the Jewish naticn as a
saved Remnsnt 1s generally concerned only with its own ealvation. T6
becomes Pharisaic by refusinz to fellow the exzample of the Suffering
Servant concenbion of the Remnant of the Vineesthai of beinz a saved
Rempant for the parpose of saving the nationze

To refuze the nission of the Sulfering Servant as a nation mads
Teracl a2 rebsle Ho 191%33' was it ‘t.ira"?‘i.ns nf Yahweh, for 1% had refused
t0 bear fruite. The more Yahweh revealed Himself in His call %o Iarael 4o
bacome the Servant of Yahweh, the more Tsracl?s sin was intensified and
the mero the contradichion betwesn Yahweh's call to be the Servent and
Teraslls failure was intensified.33 Torrance has further cho'm thab

Isracl®s destiny to be the Servant of Yahweh wonld be carriad out even

31i'ﬁak8, ﬁ. E'j;"?_., Dhe 55-56.
3a.iansan, ope cite; Pe 181,

332, P Torrancs, "The Israel of God--Israsel and the Incsrnatieon,™

Taterorstation, £ (July, 1956), ppe 309=310
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though Ieracl refuscd to obey Yahweh's zall ©o service and missione
Ezpoged to the foll judpgrent of God, Isrzel was &5 act as Cod's Servant

by representing ell nations la its rejection of Jusus Christ.l

Israel could no longer be rightly coelled the Vine of Yehweh. By

priding iteelf on the fact that it had raceived Yahweh's call to he his

Chosen Vine, it had severed itself from its Keepers IL hed growm dezensrate
" and wild, and its fruit was the fruit of 88lfeuill, self=glorification and

sinfal seli-geckinge Iarzel feli that is was the Vine of Yahwah mechanie

cally and automaticallye She did realize that she had no auiomatic status

or privileged p';:sit.ioa, nor did she realize thas o be the Vine of Yahwsh

meznt she had no rieht to the nemo unless she was productive.3® Israsl

had falled o hs the Vine as a nation, had proved to be degsneraise and

gineridden even a2 the saallest Remnant, and had ziven up all »ight to the
Jbitle of Viue of Yahweh by refusing to bear the fruit of suffering and

ignominy a@ the Suffering Servant and thereby refusing to be a blessing

" 40 all nstionss
Jonn!s Baptism, Iorael's last Chance

Yot Tahweh gave His Vine still oae mors chancee In the radical call
| 40 repsutance issued in the proclamation and baptism of John the Baptizer,
Yahweh was giving his Vine ancther and 2 last chancs o be reconstitubted
2 true and produstive Vinse This radical: change wuas meant to coma aboat

T — T ——

- bpoe., pe 312 .

35Ethelbert Stauffer, New Testomsnt Theolozy, translated from the
Gernan hy John Mersh (Wew York: The nacmillen én., 1956), pp. 183-190.
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in John's preaching of the radical call Vo total reopentance and turnings to
Yahweh, and in & baptisa of repentence that would place both Jews and the
cursed Cenblles o the same moral level. Both Jew and Gonbile wers squally
in née‘zd of repentance, as Flemington has indicated in his monozraph, 21’.?.

. 8 = s
tew Testsment Doctrine of Baptisme3® Johnfs task was 4o reduce and desiroy

the confidence that Israel was the rus Vine of Yahweh by virtue of ite
ancestey,’ elaction and past participation in salvatioca history and that %
could conbinue to rely on her past as a gili-edped security from which
every x?easo:mblc,r good Jew could continus to draw a life-lonz dividend,
Maneon seces ia the Bepltiser's procedurs of calling to repentance the sharp
stineine point that the children of Abwraham must submit %o a rite desicned
for papan Oentiles.

He eays in effect: you call yourselves Jews, you claim to be dascende

ants of Abrzhemg you demand the privileges that beleng to Israsl., Tou

have no right to ths name, no rizht to the status; you have forfeited
a2ll by your wickednesse You have cnly one cha:zcs. You must begin
where the wnelezn Gentlls Laginse—al Lhe bottom. 7ou must rsdiscover
and re-lesrn your Judzism from the beginninge 0:*.1;} 20 can you hopa

o have any part in the good time that is coming.

That the radical cells to repontance by ths Bépt.:i.zer failed is evidant
from the Jews! later treatment and ignoring of Jasuse The primitive Church
felt that the Jews. hy their persistent and stubborn discbadience ware just
repeabing the same discbsdience of Israsl as a natlon that had csused her
to fail to ba the true productive Vine of Yshweh, That stubbornness of
Tnrnel posisted Yahweh's efforts to purge the Vine by regrouping it around

a c¢lesnsed Rompant, and persisted in rejecting Yohweh's universal task snd

nigoion that We had given 10 the Vine when He called her to bs the Suffering

364, 7. Flenington, The New Testasent Dosirine of Baptism (Londons
SPCK; 1953), ppe 13-2ke

3Tp, 1, ¥anson, Sba Servest lesslah (Gembridgss Gembeides Unlversity
Preas, 1953), ppe b
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* Servante Oscur Cullman hsa noted that in Stephents defense before tho

Sanhedrin he deals wilh the disobedisnce of his conteaporaries and "fits
their discbedience into the entire redsuplblve history as the psople of
Israel hove experienced ite®3% Dt perhops nowhers is the total failure
of the nation Terazel or any part of it to be the Vine of Tahweh nove

apparent than in Paults letter to the RKomansy; as Ethelbert Stauffer has

indicateds
The first =ight chapters of Romans culminats in the triumph hymn of
the a.l.*.c’:. (Bl‘*?ff.). Then follows 2 great silence o o « Paul listens
ehout hinm like some shipwrecked mariner who has escaped with his 1life

on 2oas snall beoat, while rcund about him the night is £filled with

the ﬁri.es of the drouminge After a long silence and listeaning atiens
tively the apostle continues, with the agonized confessioni ¢ o o S
"} have preat sorrow and unceasing paln in my heart o o of (Hom. 932)e2°

The failure of Yarael is couplete. Israel as the Vine of Tshweh is Linished,

cone for, doonsds

3“""&:—1:’ Gullmann, Christ and Time, translated from the Cernen by
Floyd V. Filson {Philadelphins The Westminster Fress, 1950), p. 1'1.0.

395taueter, ope cltes Pe 190
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Jesue, the True Torasl of God

God's dealines with Israel, His Chogen Vines, had resulted in His
drawving topether the cords of the covenant with a corresponding rarrowing

and Limiting of those included in the true Vine of Yahweh. Yahweh's

redemotive history anfolded in & prograssive reduction of the Vine of

Yakweh from the psople of Israel to the Remmant of Isracl to the Suffering

ervanbe liany had been cz2lled but fow had ragpondsds The rasuli of this

vajoction of Yahweh'!s call to be ths Vine was the severe and radiczl pruning

of God's judmente=-ss radicel that the Vine was reduced to a sbhizup, Bab

ont of that stump grew Jesus Christ, the rightesus Arazch {Is. 11:l).

Torrance hae showm how Jesus was the true Vine of Yahush, the real Isrzel

of (iods
just when the vine eof God's choosing and planting was cul awey down

%o the ground,; there sprang up oub of the earth a nsw shoot, a new
ving; for he who had willed t0 be Isracl and was crugified, rose agein
az a root out of the dry ground 4o be the true Vine.<

Jesug Christ in His person and work bscame the resl and true Isrsel of
God,
the prolopue can be interpreted az a kind of ph 1loso,hy of bistory,

wnich is conditioned by the idea of a Ypeople of Hod?, in whom the
Word negks to be incarnatede Here o o o the "Isracsl o:t (iod? is

1gscar Cullmann, Christ and Time, translated from the German by Floyd
Ve I'ilson (PhiladelphiZ: The wesbtninster Press, 1950), p. 118.

2’1‘. Fe Torrance, "The Israel of Godeeisrasl and the Incarnation®,

Interpresation, ¥ (July, 1956}, p. 311,
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introducod a3 fulfilling, or fellling to Lulfil); itz function in
history e o « untll it stands revealsad in one Kan, who is not only

the beloved Son, tha pre-sxistent Word, bt is hinself the "Messianic
community™, "ohe Israel of God" reduced to one man,

Jesus; the True Rennant

fiot ooly dees Christ bring topether the perfect "uessianic Israsl e;f
God" in His very person, but He is Hingelf the Remnante C. 5. Danoll in
hin essay, "The Jdea of God’s People in the Bible,” has Wrought this
identiflcation oubt very clearlys. Hs holds thet the Remnznt and the fisure
of ihe Hessiah werc closely linked in ths 0ld Testameny, so closzly that
the Remnant "has & Megsianic significance.® Bub the tis iz mors explicit
than that, for *Christ is Himself the Remnani; He is the Holy Ssed, in

- - - - 1
Hingelf representing the whcle of Israalet
Jepus, the True Suifering Servant

But most important for Jesus® own inberpretation of His work and
ministry ie the ifdez of the Vine of Yakweh as the Juffering Servant of
Deutero=-Isaiahe _Thia int.erpretation is imnortant because Ythe Jervand in
jdantical with the Remnant, the new bepinning of the ree-sstzcklished Israsl,®
and 2o ths idez of the Vine as the pistore .ef Godis psople in the 04

Teztomant culninotes in the person of the Servant of !ahv:eh.s

27i114an Robinson, The Bihlical Uoctrine of the Church (St. Louis:’
The Bethany Press, 1958), Ps OL e

Ly, 2. Danell, "Phe Idea of God's People in the 3ible,” The Rost of

the Tins, edited by Anton Fridrichsen (How York: 1'% Philosophical Library,

T553T, Phe 32=33;36.
3Ihi:i., e 33
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The conecsption of the Suffesring Survant Playad 2 bié role in acting
as & ganeral pattern for Jesus' ministry. There i3 a remarkably clos
conpgruence of the career of the Sufferinz Servant and the ministry of
Jeasuss At the beginning of Mis ministery Jesus preached that the Redenntive
Rule of fed had brokten out "with a gentieness like that of the Servant ia
the firvst oonse® Jesus' mission 4o Israsl is then intensified and uade
more arront by the seuding of the disciples 10 ready Isracl {or the Redoene
inr Mule of Gode Then coms the realization that sufferingz wes not just
the price of Josust' miasion but the very imstrumsnt of victory, as iz ths

third anc fourth poende Thoush nobt every detall was fulfilled in Jemus,

vat bha arca of fMulfillmsnt wos "remarkeblel,n5

G

wsusy the Suffering Servant, Assunes Isrzel's {iesion

as Revealer of Tahueh

Purther, Jesus' interpretation of his ministry along the line of the
Suflaping Servant meant that God?s lonz linc of revelation to Isracl w=s
reduced until 1t centered in one Isreelites The mores the Word of Talnreh
basame one with Isreel, the more i“c. becane ons Israelites Torrancels
insignt holds true:

the Sufferine Servant « « o Was primerily to be understood as the

Word identifying himseolf with Israsl, and becomingz one particelar

Israelite, an individual personal liossiahe?

Jesus, ag the Servant of Yahweh, filled Israel's funcbions as the revealsr

6q. H, Rowley, The Scrvent of ths Lord and Obher issays on ths Old

Testament (London: LUGLErUOrGa Cresa, 1U5¢), Dbe HL=50s

7Tﬂrranca,’g_g. i}&o, Pe 312,
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of Yalweh to the nntionssd The lonr revelalion of God in and throush
Isracl raached its climax and goel in Jesuse For it lay in the nzturs of
the case that uo group could perfectly reveal Gode Only Cod's complaote
soliwravelation in Jesus Christ could open np God o the nziions. OComding
through Ierael and porfectly summing up Israel in Himself, Josus completes
the preat redemphbive purposes Yahwon had in electing Isrsel to be his
Servanie

Tt sma ab Jesus' baptism by John the Bapbiszer 2t the Jordan that Jesus
Livst identified Himself srith the Suffering Rervant of Deuberc-Isaiche

Culliman in his monosraph Bepiism in the New Testamecnt, has gone to creat

lanzthe te domonstrate that In Jesus' Raptism 3t f2llz to Mim o5 undertake
the role of the Servant of Yohweh, sufferiny vicariously for His peoplas
In both ¥ke 1:11 ond Matte 3:17 the voice from heaven repests the word
which in Ise. 42:1 is dirscted to the %=flaring Servant of Yahweh. Cullmann

in his Zarly Christian Worship feels that the connoction with Is. h2:1 is

even clearer in John's Goapel where "at least according to the resading of
the Sinaitic, old latin and old Syriasc translation; Lhe word iz suctad
mnors preciselys 'This is the érc/\e &k7Tcs {chocen) of Gode'E0 Jesus
knew that He was the Chosen One of God and that Ha was chosen for 2 far

preater task than John's 'bap'bism.ll The Greater Ona's greater task lay in

Arthur Se Poaks » The Problem of Suffering in the Old Testoment
{oripinally published iR 190hj Londons . PuoTEh Fress, LOl71; Ds Sde

“0scer Culimann, Bapuism in tho Wew Tesvament, translated from the
Cornan by Je Xe Se Reid (Londons BOM Eress Ltde, 1952}, poe 15-22.

hscar Cullmsnn, Rarly Christisn Worship (London: SCM Press Lide,
1953), P 6lie

111‘. W, lisnson, The Servant Hessiah (Cavbridpe: OCanbridpe University
Press, 1953); pe 5. :
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His coming 4o baptism 40 completely ldentify Himself with sinful aad

uatortby uene I% is in this sonse that Jesus' insistent words %o the
Baptlist should be undarstoods "Let it be so nouj for thus it is Litbine
for us to £uifil)l all pishteousness" (Matte 3:15).17

This selfeidentification with the Sufisring Servant bepun st Jesus!
baptisn is countimed in other vital parts of His public ministry. Immedie
atoly after His btapiism and temptatlon expericnce, Jesus dslivers His
inauruesl sermon in the synagogue aervice ab lazarethe Hs reads from the
prophat Taziah, deliberately turnine to Isaiah 61, a poem often thought
to be one of the Servant Songse Preaching of the Oood News, proclanation
of relesse and liverty in the acceptable year of the Lord, togethsr with
rocvovery of sight to the bhlind are ‘“quoted as the programme of the nministry
6E Jesas" (Luke !:-:1&-21).13 Jesus® answer te Johu's inquiry as to whather
e were the NVessiah is agnin answuered io temms of Isziah 61 (Luke 7:22).
Tn bthe orsat ranzom saying of Hatte 20:28 Josus interprets His death as
2 selfepiving ranson for "the many," & recurring emphasic of the Ssrvant
Sor:sfs.lh In Iuke 22137 Jesus quctes directly from Ia, 53:12: "For I tell
you that this seripture must b2 fulfilled in me,' tind he was reckonsd with

transgressors,t®

22¢sncent. Taylor, The Life and Hinistey of Jesus (New York: Abinedon
Press, 1995), pe 59.

13p, ¥, Uodd, According o the Seriptures (New York: Charles Soribner's
Sons, 1953); Pe %he

1!-'Martj.n fle Franzmann, "A Ransom For Hany: Satisfactio Vicaris,®
Goncordia Theolozical Monbhly, XXV (July, 195L), ps. 499-520, 5393 Joachim

Joreains, The Luchariscic Words of Jesus, translated from the Germen by

- i Prharcc (Oziords  BeSLl Nizokwoll, 1955), pp. 1L8-150.
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The evangelists wibtnsss to Jeaus' boing the Servent of Tahwehe iven
when periorrcins miracles and doing mizhty acte the evanpelist Hatthew
thinks of Josus @8 the '}.u..f ering Sorvant in a direct guotation from Is, bH3:h
(4= ".;._8:1‘?"!. Jasug? healing of tx—;z gick is conpored to the tendernsasz of
the Servant in the First Song (Is. h2etlel) who "will not Lreak = bruised
reod or quench’a smolderine wick” (Mabte 12:17=19)e The failure of Jezas!'
gigns® o effect any seneral repentance among the Jews is attributed by

John 28 & fulfillaont of the openinz werds of the Fourth Scne (Jdohn 12137

32}.
in the Book of Acts Lulee reliably records the gist of the apoatolis
oroclomatione ¥veh in an abbreviatsd condensation the idsa of the Suffering

Sopvent boines identified with Jssus is prominent (Acke 3:133 Is. 52:13). 15

dagug; the Julflering Servanb, Acsues Isracl's ¥Mdssion

&g the Vicoriosus Huiferer

Jepus! interpretation of !Iis nission as the Servant of Tahwah moant
that Mo uwas the True Vine of Yahweh coagentratsd in one person whose task

siation of Vshueh Lo the nationzse Bubt also Jesus was the

A
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Sufferin~ Sarvants That meant i.-hc.t: He was not only the true Ysrpel bub
that fe was also Iarael's Savior by virbue of His vieariouz suffering,
revealine Yahweh precisoly through His suffering.

This internretstion of Jesus® minlstry furnished Him by the fizure
of 4ha Sufferins Servant flew frll in the face of current Messipnic views.

The Jous of Jesus’ time thought of jt.ha’-ex;iact.ed “eesiahk jn terme of the

153, 7. Dodd, Tha Lpostolic Preashinz and Its Developments (New York:
Havpor and Drothers, 1054)s PDe 22, oh=2D.
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Bavidic Kiﬁm whon God would raise up for the rule and doliverance of

Israsle This hops was baped on i%e persancnce of Davidls dynasiy, whosa

house had em}gi;e-:: down to thelr dayes The future King of David's descent

wan chiefly & "ndiional, polibical, historical characker.'1d The crpecbom

&
]
e

Gion way Sthat this idic King would usher in anoiher Goldea Age s"mi]nr
to Davidise The Davidic Prince wonld strike doun all cneales of Israol,
bring all nations under Israel's power asfd yoke, aud rules from his throne
ovar the navers of the sarthed? Taylor points out that the resl Ffoundstion

of {he Davidic Prince idea of the Heasich waz reliricus and "restad in the

unwavesiay comvictlion regarding the falthfulness of God in "founding e

finpdon of richbtevuaness of w‘n‘iéh Ierasl would be the expression and
Sy oy dd Tho ehief politicsl and national aspoet ruled out the thoueht
04 & sufisering nessishe

Jaosns' oun coasclousness of His Moesisnlc tasi did not includs any
astion of = Usvidic political Princec. * He was the IDrinper of Peacs S0 the
Jews, not their cenquering hero. dJdesus was & Here in Mie own eguimstion,
but the Horo of Zecheriah 919 vwho "was z Messiak of peace heatanse He rods
the ass and not bthe warehorsceit? Hor sould the ideal ilessianis 478 be
usherad in by the intrigues of political corntrivancess T. We lfanson has

said it very well when he states that for Jesus it bacame increasincly

., eleayar

Lt i

=

1ltdday; 1951), PDe

1‘:";!5'?.!1&1‘;)92'1-. Staufier, Mew Testament Theolozy, translated from the
lerman by Joun Harsh (New York: 1Ins ﬁ!acim&";pany, 1928}, pe 105,

17vincent 'i'aﬁpi 3 Josus ;ar'm ilis Sacrifice (Londons Macnmillan and Coey

. N

l?'Ibid-, pi 13'

S ) :
19!\’-orman He Snaibth, The Distincuive Tdoas of the ol¢ Testanent {Londons

_The E.pworth Pr"as's, 1953), P- 88.
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that tho kincdom of od doas not come, cannot coms, by defeatine the
kingdoms of the world at their own game; that the Messlah i3 not, and
carmot ba; tho lavest; loudsst, and most successffl of a lonz line of
international ganssters; that Israel is not to ba, and risntly under-
shond gannob be, just another and a ereater Romc.53
Joguee! Fusion of tha Davidic Rinz, and the

Son of dan into the Safferinz Sarvant

tether, Jesus inverbreted His Mission as Suffering Servant Lo both
revezl Yehwsh and to be the Savior of Israsl ay Hin redempiive suflferinc.
Thi=s bazic view of His ministry resulted in a fusiocn of the MNessianie
Uavidie Kiney the Suffering Servant of Yahwsh and thu Son of Map of Daniel,
Hoth btha Pavidic Kine and Lhe Sonr of Man fizuwres are in tarn fused and
broupht btorether and in’r.erpreé.ed under the concepiion of tho Sulfering
Servant of Second Ysaiahe The louly and sslfecffacing cheracter of the
Tsalanic Servant of Tahueh determincs the decisive control of Jeaus!
minisiry. 23

The mringing togebher and fusion of certain elements of the Davidic
Kinr and the Sulfering Servant fipuras was sSomobthing unigques. It i= not
surprising that tbese two motlfs were naver trourht tossther beiors ths
time of Christ, for ther are two fundsmentally differeat conceptionse22
For the Servant was not thought of as primarily a rulsr, but a sufferer,

whoze very means and organ of service was his vicarions cufferinre Ssversl

014 Testanent gcholers have noted kinzly traits in the fipure of ths Sorvont,

20p, W, Msimson, The Servant Messizhi, p. 75

'21-.4111:1am Mangon, Josus The Messiah (London: Hodder and Stouzhton,
Ltdi, 1952)’ P. 95-

220, e ‘Manzon, The Scrvant ¥esziah, 2. 12.
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and thms, thoach "not ldenticzl conceptionn, Shey would thorclore ecem %o
he related concentiond o o o (awn fron common rnot-a.'-'?3 Houover, these
traiis comnon %o both the Devidic Einz and the Sufferins Scrvant ould not
gesn Lo bDolonpe o the mogent side of the Ring's office, but to the regal
memner in which the f.:xﬂ.‘eri!;n Servant endures his suffering.
Jesus draws topether tho concepiisns of- the Servant and the levidia

Ring by the refusal of 2il self-asgertion and by a rigid howing to the

-only teshs ol greatness that Ho wonld grant, @hooe of salfegacrifics and

servico.  llsnce, as Manscn has observeds

The Kinp in this rlessisnic Kingion 1o ndot ahbove the law, but is hine

sell the Pizel exponent of dte The prinsiple that he wiip would bie
sponhent smab e servant of 8ll o « o uho conus not L0 ba sarvad tub
0 mgrves and he who saves his 1life is first of 211 he who gives his
1ife a ransom £op nonye e is highly esiclied and is given 8 name
ahove cvery nems heesuae hy becane obadiont even Lo tne death of the
Oronse el

Thus She favidic Rine's repal zlory and kingship is revonled in tha loslie

ness of the Sufforing Servente The glory of Jegud! selfesacrificing love

wme the law of the realx and only umseliish scorvice meribted sny mark of

The Son of Yan fixare of J'}smzlel Jagugs gleo in%erpfat-ad and fased with
the Suflerins Servant of Sccond Isainhe Far from boiop a figure msricad by
1oviiness and oelfeoffpcament, the Son of Han was a glorious and exelied
Pirurae enielts deacritplon of the Sca of Maon has this exalied fipure

cone Yigith the zlowds of heaven" into the presonce of the Anclont oi Deys

nr
Lille

23nouiey, oD Cibey Pe

?hi-. Ve Hanson, The feaching of Jesus {Caxbridpes Cambridro Univere
sity Fross, 1951), pe fie

?5*.-;. He Ripm, The Fourth fGospel and Tis Nessipe For To=tar {Londous
Luttorwerih Fraso, M’s Do Ofe e
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and stand 2z an equal hefore Him (Dane 7:13)e The Son of Man i pives by
the Ancilent. of Days o dominion thot i8 cternzl and & kingdom which cannst
be destroyed, and he receives internationel scclain and sorvice (Dane 7:ili)e
The Son of Han stonds in severs opposition and shevp contrast 46 the foumr
denonic boasts, the powers of the worldd (Dane. 7:2-8,17). Uovhsre is thers
"the slishteat suzgesiion of any sufferins of the Son of Man comparabls
with the aofiering which is the most notable Tezture of the servanbte o o o790
Rothowr, Jesus?! asswaingeg the tltle "'Son of ¥Men' 1s just about the most
pratentisus piecs of self doseriztiocn that any man in the anecient East conld
noseibly hove usedin2?

Avaing as in Jesus! fusing of the Dovidic King and Servent metifs,
there is oo evidence of any bringing torether of the Suffering Jervant und
the ploriocus 3on of ¥Han before Jesugt tinee2? Por Jesus the Son of Han is
pleeificd only by the sufforinss of the Servant vredicted in the Fourth

o"._--‘- -~ -
Sorvant Sonme™” Ty wes in Jesus! fusion of the Suff ering Servant ond the
glorious Son of Man that

« & » Jesus porceived the last coasaguences of vhe Messienic cynthesis

of lowly Scrvant and gloricus Son of Haon, thug acceptins what Judaism

in its retircgpect upon its own proshetic history had refused to sce or
f£ailed to rraspe In this view it is 'the man of sorrow,! the man who
jdortifics himself with his sinful nztion to the extent of mekins ils
muils and trapedy his owm (Iss. 1iii), who is raised Lo glory as the
Redaenor-ian (Dane vilel3=1lh)e The Son of ¥an is thus roveslsd in

his solidarity with, men, as their friend, helsor, henefacter, vizare
ione substitnte, snd intercessors 8o he bacomes bheir Savior.30

Eg’iwar:ley, Ope Cites; VDo 7¢=50,
27§tau£fer, oDs Cile; Pe 103,
2nouley, ope clbes 2o 85.
2%y3114am Maneon, Op. Sibes De 122
301nid., poe 117-1184
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Ia Jesus® viou cof His ninistry le was called o be the Messizh and
aata ' eh thae Hessianic Kingdom of the Devidlc Princee Hut the vay io
thisz is marked oul {or Him oy the endursncs of the suilferines of the Sare
vant of Yahueh, for it is only through the huniliation and selif-sacrifice
of the Sorvant that the eternal glory of the Son of lan .can be attaineds

William anacn in his Jesus the lsssizh bhas dononstrated width abhendant

evidence that all three figures share inp the attributes of wisdom, judsuent,

rishteousness and all pessess the Spirdt of Cod ia the 0ld Testas

tation of His minlstey and His tylng togrcther Vhe Hessisnlc King of David
and whe Son of Nan arcund the central, conirolling motif of the Sufferina
Servante

There io a compulaion to suffer in Jasus? .view of Himself as the
Mossishe He had come "bo gseck and to 3ave bhe lost® (Lke 19:22)e The
Davidiz Kinn in pogular thinking woald coms to save politically, and it
was an inner nacessiby resulting Irom the weturss and collines of the Som
of Manm and the Servant ss they converced in Jesus that reodemptive sufferine
was necessary for Jesus to fulfill Yis calling as Seviere?? His suffering
Was necsgsary a9 a lessianic acte It was not just ancther piecs of
informetion. but en unhcard of, revolutiocnary Messianic doctrinee "The
Son of i-;;-:i*"nust sufferv iz a constant Fefrain ronning throu_:-:h Jasus®
ninictey after the apparent failure of fldla public teachiap (Mk. 0231,

§:1%2,31, 10:33~34s15)e. Vincest Teylor tracec the emersouce of this

32{?_&!2‘3-‘.:19?1 0tto, The Kinzdew ol Cod sud the Jen of 'on, traaslated
fron the pevigod formin edition by FLoyd Ve filscn and reruesn logeifoold
{London: Lutterrerth Press, 1S51), pe 251.
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distinctive Yosaisnic tesching ©o Jesus! withdrawal from public teachine
ey
to the borderg of Ty':-c,j’ for imnedistely afier this the firet notice of
ths Son of Man intevpreted dm the lizht of the Serwsnt of Yelmech comes Lo
. %% 7
lipht in the words: "He bagan to *:.each---;fsf-fr e difrexerv ==thea Lt
Bl O e
the Som of JMan must suffar® (k. £23:31)e Jesus! proohecies of the Suffarins
Son of Man "were nob meant as occasional sighs or margiral notes, but os
& definite teaching, a3 a tdoetrina. s 73k
Tho Zospels tell ws that the diesciples were sluwavs nonplusssd when
Josug ancke o them of His mission in terms of euffering. They seem to
have prararded o wnissicon of sufiering completely alien to the rols of the
Devidic Kine (ilotbe 16:21=23)e3% For Josus had made & completely new and
radical oynthesis in fusing the Davidic Xinr and Son of Man inbto the

huuble, lowly fisure of the Sulferinc Servant. Such o2 composite interpre-

tation of the Fassiah ran counter 0 ell Jewish thought about the Messishe.

The Svnoptice, in cledming that Jesus fuliilled the Soriptures, are very

nake "no use of the conception of mighty king, warrior, and judpe so
characierintic of Jewizgh Messianiom bhoth in it nationehistorical and in
its apocalypticetranscendentel forme”37 This now synthesis of Jasus would
not only ho unprecedentud but wuﬁld have &ppeared klasphanous Lo the pious

deu of Jesust tine.

33Tay1nr, ing Life ond dinletey of Jssue, ppe 115-119, 1i0=1hk.

Moo, ope cities Pe 27

35-3.9!:1@% She sitie; De M
34

3

Lodd, Aecordiaz to the Seriptures; pp. 20-1032.

141145 Hanson, 09 cite, e 5.
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Such & reinterpratation of Hessiahship was mysterious and strance
both %o the comnon people znd to the c¢isciples, but as Strachan hes chasrved,
it helped preserve Josus'! concsption of His messianic task fron beine aone
taninated by current political sand natlonalisztic :\.o:ieas.3"'3 But aven the
peculior slant eiven to the Son of HMan fizure by Jesus in ¥is intervretation
of the "Son of Han who must suffzr" covld be and was confuseds People took
the term in the familiar collective sense of “tha seintz of the Mozt Hish®
vas would fizht at the side of the Mossish to oust the heathen empire of
Rome and wowld be involved in 2 hard struggle bringing hardship, persecution,

wounds and even doath Lo thnse who fournt with the Hesslan 3%

Tha YMerger of Soa of lan 2nd Sufferine Servand

in Joln'ts Gospel

3%e Joim's Cospel also records bhis startling and unigque intarpreto-
tion of the glorious Son of Man of Danicl 7 in the 1lizht of the Suffering
Torvent of Dsutere-Isaishe Also in Jolm the Son of MHan's slorification
comes orecisely throupk the vicarious sufferings of the lowly Servant of
Zahuche

The figure of the Son of lan es portrayed in Jeohn's Gospel 1o on
axalted end plorified fimures Jn both Jn. 3:13 and Jn. %262 the Son of
Man is the onc who deoscended from heaven and ascends to heaven agein. :His

orizin is in the celestial courts of the fncient of Days of Daniel T

3%, i, Strachan, The Fourth fospel (Londons SCH Press, 19h1),
Phe Bufe

3 Je Manson, The Servant Hoasiah, phe #0=F1; Ottn, ode cite, me 2553
O He na:ld, “the Interprotabion ol tne Fourth Gospel (sambmd met  lentridee
University Froas, 195L),; Dee 2uh=200e
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Also the Sor of Han in John shows & solidarity with "the saints 3: the
Most Hizhe" The 3cn of Man descends Lfroew heaven and dies to draw 211 men
to Himeelf (Jme 12:32), and He ascends o heaven again, so thas where le ;
is the saints of the Host High may dwell also (Jne 14:3)e

in John's conception ths Son of ifan is merged with the Suffering
Servant of DeuterceIsaishe Ir Ise L%:5 the Suffering Servant's misaion
is performed to hring Israsl back and %o rather ths nation togethere
Parallel is the ivangeliet's comment, "that Jesus should die "o the
nation, and not for the nation only, but to gather inte ons ths children

cetbered abrozd" (Jne 11:50-52)e Ths Sufferins Servent is

o
ot
)
2

1
s
=
a
3
-1
@
i

to be & "lisht te the nations" in Ise L¥:6, while Josus the Son of lan is

;L‘arthei-, the exeltetion of the Son of Man in John comes through the
suffering of the Servant of Yahwehe Xn the Fourth Servant Song the Servan?
fghall h2 exalited and lified up, and shall be very high” (Is. D2313), bub
this exalitation is_nndarstood in the light of The degrading end andeserved
suffering of Tu. 53:17=0. Likewise, the Johannine Son of ian "must bo
1ifted up" (Jne 12:24,3h)e Like the Suffering Servant of Secend Isaish,

Joln’s Scn of Man g lifted up and zlorified by His desth and suffering,
The Divinity in thie "I An® Savings of Joaus

The axalbed and glorified position ~f John's Son of Maa is showm
conzlusivelr in John S:28: 18n Jesus =2%d "when you have liftad up the
Son of ten, thon rou vill kmow that I au he.' The phrase, *I am he," ia

loaded with ideas oxpressing Deilyr in the JLi Teabamente The 0Ld Testanment




'!

7h
" am" sayines, 50 Rigz concludes, show "elserly the style of Deity'.“l‘n
Cs He Dodd holds thot in John 8328
/ 2
Tha golemp affirmation, -E'-gw €+ , here 2s elsewhers, is an echo of
the W €iper , #£135] "Jsf, by which in the Second Isaish Jehovah
declaras liimselfl as the Self-Existent, and is to by taken as desclaring
that iz adst the Self-fxistent is [ally revealad

The famous words addressed by Yahweh to !ioses 2t Mount Horeh show soms of

the stark majesty aad power bohind the dosienation "I ane” In the prophotic

writings 97 an® is the accent of Divinity and carries with it an awrea of
trenendous powsy and nysiory dircched Loward Godts saving delivergneco of
His people. The wagnificent work of craation is atiributed 4o "I am" in
d Isailan (Tse Lhie2h, L5:6=7)e Iahweh, the Ood who a2lone holds the
course of history in lis honde, is ths nnly Cod who cz2n Say, "I em the
Lord, the Eirst: and with the last, I am He" (Is. 41:k,27; ofe. To. L3:110-11,
15)e ™Y am® isl the 0od vho blots out itransgrossions, not remembarins aing
{Is. h3328), the Ced who alone can offer man comfort and protection from
political enemios and conquerors (Ysz. 51:12-1l). 9T an" controls the wild
geas (Is. 51:15), can allay man's fears and give them adegquste =rounds to
trust in Hin (Ise 51:15; 52:18). These "I am" sayings are in meny instances
followad by the assertion of God's unioueness In suck phrases as, "And
there is no =od heside me," as is the cage in Doute 32:39, Is. 43:10, and
Ta. i526s This uniqueness of Yahweh conzists in the fact that e alone is
the Savior end Delivercr of His people (Is. L3:11, Lé:k).

Tn John!s (Gespel Jesus applies YY an" gseyings to Himself twelve times.
In Jne 5335 and 48 Jesus seys: "I em the Bread of life." He refers to

hoﬁigﬂ, 22. E&EO, p. '&2.
hll)odd, The Interpretation of the Fourth Gospel, p. 2L4%.




| 75
Hingelf ag "the living bread" in Jne 5:51e Hs is "tho light of the world"
{Jn. 5:12), "the door of the shcep” (Jne 10:7,%), "the zood shepherd® she
lzys down His life for the shoep, which is the baszis for deep intimate
relations betwsen flock oand shepherd (Jne 17:11,1))e According to John
11:25 Jesus is Himsolf the resurrection and the life in that "Jeans comes
to our world « « o from fod Himeolfe"d2 This is suceinctly summarisged in
I John Bell: "Ood save us oternal life, and this 1life is in his Sons" Tn
John i 6 Jesus applies to Fimself an "I am" saying of the brosdest swoop:
"T am the Way, the Truth end the Lifee¥ To say that Jesus is the Way in
that or in so far as e is the Truth ancd the T.ife, is a profound and
exclusiva ol 1im.~3 And finally, in John 15:1,5 Jesus appiies Lo Himasalf
the titles "I an the true Vine."

The fusrery behind all of these *I am" sayings in John's Gospel bears
the same feres ag the "I an" sayines of the 01¢ Teatament. Hore tho sane
style of gpeach found on the lips of Jesns was spolten by Yahweh in the 0ld
Testononte The "X an® sayinrs of Jonn, &s in the Old Testament, stress
Jesus! uwndcusness and the fact thatb mn uniguencas is expressed in His
beling thae only Savior and Deliversre Jasua! gaying: 97 am the Tread of

Life," i3 parallel with Yshwsh's plving of memna in the great series of

suving Tnodus events (Ex. 16:1=36). The Psalmists sloso reminisce over

1
|

the faet that Yahweh rave bread from heaven %o preserve their fatheris
lives (Pssz. 7822k, lﬂpzho). Vincont Taylor sugpests that bohind the say=-

inz, "I au Ghe c‘-oor," stands the ides that there is a deor leading to

H Long Macnill: 4 G0e
Limitod,’i"?ﬂ' Taylopy, Tip,—ot 28 2L Jeaus (Londoms Hgcaillan and Goe,

l‘3"I:l1belr.z #ichaglis, ~'°S°s " in Theolozischos Wirterbuch zva Neusn
Testanont, odited by Cerhard Friedrick (SEuE'EgarE e Kohlhemror Verlarc,

F2it)y Yy Do 8’1.
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heaven and cites CGene 20:17, tho account of Jacob's dreams "This is none

other than the house of (ody and this iz the gate io heavane The'teech-_

ing thaet Jesua is the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep
ds implicit in such 0ld Testament passages as Ise 53:11£fe; Hicah 5:2=l3
Eeeke 34123%fey 3722he The undarvone of these Old Testament passages
describes Yahwenh as one who would lead his flock Isracl in mercy and love,
znd would nevaer desert them, even sayiuns them at the cost of liis 1ife L5
The zrsat name, the Light of the :-a'orld,' has many Old Testament applications
to Yehweshts salvation as a light. The saying'!s roots sre embedded deseply
in such declarations as the Psalmist's, "The Lord is my lipht snd my sal-
vation® (Fse 27:1) and in the Servant Song of Second Isaiah in which the
Suffering Servant is givén by Yahueh as "a light to the nations® (Ise. Li0:6:
efe Ise 52t6)e Also in the grest religlous rovival forsecn in Ise 60:1,
the nations are %o arisc end shins beczusa the light of Yehweh has coms
upon tnete

These parallels tetweon Jozus® uas of "I an" sayings In Johm and the
"T am" sayinze atiribubted to ¥ahweh in the Old Testamont point to the fact
that "Jesus speaks the languspe of Divinity.wL6

The divine glory inisrent in the "I am® sayings of Josus ia further
demonstrated in Revelation. Here St. John sses "one like the Son of Han®
with all the marks and trzppings of the Anclant of Days describad in
Danisl 7. This startlingly glorious figurs speaks: "I am the £irst and
the last, and the living onej I died, and bechold I am slive forever, and

mﬁl‘aylm‘, The Names of Jesus, pp. 137=138.
hsI'bi.d-, DPe 89-50.

46sirachan, ops cite, pe 21.




77
I have the keys of Death gnd Hadas" (Reve 1:17-18)e 4ll of this is "the
revolation of Jesus Christ® (Reve 1:l).

Yost striking also are the similarities of the "I an® saying of bHoth
the Svaoptics and John's CGospel with the cultic sscription of Hellenistic
relision. Dedlssnann has cited ¥esriein ancient examples of the some siyle
2s we £ind it in widee=sprecd uss for purpocsecs of non=-Uhristiznsnd pree-
Christian ralizion.t” He goes on to cite s pre=Christian text from liyss
in honor of Isis on the authority of Diodorus of Sicily who died in 27 BaCe

I an Isis, the quoen of avery land, taurnt by Hermes, and whatsosver

things T heve ordained, no one is able to loose thome I am the cldest

daushter of Orono3, the youngest gode I am wife znd sister of King

Osirice I am the firct thot devised frulv for mane T am the mother

of Horus the Kinge I am she that rissth in the dogestar. For me wos

the oity of Pubiastis bullt. Roejoice, rejoice {or haili, hail), Bovdh,
that nourished ms-"lﬁ

Further, the divinity of Jesus is proved by & series of witnesses in
John's Cospele Hight from the beginninx of the Gozpel John the Baptizer
pointe Lo Jesus as the Lamb of God (Jn. 1:29,36)e At the end the beloved
disciple beore witnoss (Jne 15:35)e Hoth the disciples who are ia clese
and inbimate centact with Jezus (Jne 3:11) and a Sameriten woman with a
shady past who has never ceen Jesas befors (Jne. 43139) bear witness to
Jesus as Son of Man and Savier of the world (Jn. 3:13-1h, L:L2). Jesus!
very works besr = consbunt witness to Himsel? (Jn. 3:1127f.), and so does
the witnese of the Father, for tho Father and Jesus are ons (Joe 1h:1lffe)e

Also, it is the work of tho Spirit to bear witnoss (Jne 5337, 15:26¢7,.,

14:13<1h)e In the light of those unanimous and undivided witnesses Hogkyns

L7 ' T ) : % :
“f{adolph Deisamamn, irht From the Ansient Zast, translated from thre
Gernan by Lo Re He Strachif(LordoR 740 To7 TOFKT Tarper and Brothers,

192?}’ p. 136.
!‘Bmid., Pe 138,
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and Tevey conclude that "the work of Jesus, his whole life and death, is
not the fortuitous operation of a man, however hizh his callianz, but the
working of Gode"ds ¢

The Syncptics elso portray Jesus® astonishing claims 4o divinity in
UI" sayin-sse, Familiar is the imperious "I" that looms so lerge in the
first party of the Seracn of the Younts "You have heard that it was said
%o the men of old o « o; bub I say U0 youe e o off (Mabte 5:21:22; cf's Habbe

27-23, 5:31-32, 5:33-34)e But the same pronoun iz prominent in other
pasaspes in the synoptics. ©I send you out” (Matt. 10-16) prefaces Jesus!
cormissioning of His disciples to preach the Good News of God's Redeening
Rulae Tt is "oy the finper of God" that "I cast out dsmons® (Like 113203
liatbte 12:28). "I will rive you rest” (Hati. 11:28).

These "I" sayines loon larpe because they M"ons and 2all attest =
nission %0 the world which moves any thourhiful reader to ask, 'Who then
iz this vho knews himself so sent, 50 anthorized by Godl'"59 These "I
am' savince were spoken by one who was uniouely authorizede-iihes represene
‘tative of the very Doity."5:

Jeans assmes:_ divine prerogatives in the Synoptic Gospels. . He foreives
sing (¥ke 2:5=10)s As the Lord of the Sabbath He revises the laws of
uncleanness in a mannor that puts Him in a class apart.sz He is greator

than Sclomon in Divine Wisdom (Lke 11331), greater than Jonah, the

49347 Edwin Hoskyne and Hosl Davey, The Riddle of ths New Testament
(Londons Faber and Fabur Linited, 1952), pe 1okte

DOA. Ve Hunbter, The Yorks and Words nn[' desus (Londen: SO Prass Licde,

—950), De 89-
glﬂtto. Dpo Ci‘bo, .Do 1630

524e o HEPTE) pho Throne of David (London: Faber and Faher Limited,
1953)’ pp- 152‘1'”6, 133—

-
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represcntative of the 0ld Testament prophets, (L. 11:32) and srezter than
aven the Temple (Matie 22:6). Rudolph Otto has summarized this testimony
very well when he says that "the nimbus of the nuiinouns surroundsd Jesus
when he came forward, spoke or labhorods; thus it corresponded with his

consciousness of missione"53
Jesus the Trus Vins of Cod

By using "I am" sayings in both the Gospel of John and the Synoptics
which in the 0lé Testment weare usz2d cnly by Yahweh, and by assuning
prarosatives thet only Yohweh hed any right to in Jewish thinking, Jesus

wag wery boldly, sayingt: I am the true Vince I, the lowly, humhle Son of

Jan vhose plorificotion comes only throurh the lonely sufferinz of the

Sufferine Servent, am the real Isracl of Yehweh, for I alone £ulfill the
sovanant reguiremente of Cod's peoplee T am the true Remnant, the Resl
iorael, the chosen Vine of Yshweh, precisely hecause I an the Sufferingz
Son of ?_4,-,,-,,51; For it is the very nature of a Vine, especizlly the trua

Vine of Yahweh to suffere Fe Ze lloyer has sugrested that it is tha very

nature of a vine to be tisd to a =take, to have its branches stretchsd aub

crogsenise and ticd and hound.?® The redemptive purpose of God entrusted
to Israel is fulfilled in Jesuse The implication behind Jesms' self=
dagicnation as the Vine of God has startling implicztions, as Archbhishop

530@";0, 22. _?_:E’:_o, Pe 16!&.
SUpadd, The Interpretetion of the Fourth Gospel, pge L10-h1l.

55F. B. Heyer, Jospel of Jobn (Grand Rapids, Michipan: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1950 ede), Pe 20le




50
Tompla observed. For the vine gives its life-blood. Smell of flouwer, ita
fruit is nbu'ndant. Ito brief mement of clory comes when tho fruit is
nabura, hut the grapes are qnickly torn d_m—m and the vine cut bacik to the
:-:"i',er-l.‘:;‘S Yor Jesus teo ideabifly Himself with 2 Vine moant thet He $os would
find His moment of rlory in ziving Himself to the uitermosteesven to death
npon & cress (Phil. 2:6-2),.

Aa the trus Vine of fiod, Jssus concentrated within Himsell =211 of the
rodemphive and revelstory purposes (God had had to succesgively abandon, as
the nation Israel feilzd Lo live up to His covenant demandse Since Israsl
{oune hersoll incapable of making that perfect responze of cheged 1o fiod
and ran, the divine purpose could only find fulfillwment in a Remnante Tutb,
s even this narrowing of God's Vine iabo a Romnant failed, the Second
Teoioh was grantad the insicht thet Yakhueh!s radeaphive and redesming
suronses for Isezel would he concentrated in one individusl who would
rulfill 211 the significsnce of the Vine ef God (Ise Y3)e And it happened,
The ¥ine thet God brought out of Lpypt (Pse 80:8) is Josus, the True Vine
(Maite 2:13)e

Jezus Incorporates Branchcs into Himsel?

Jesus, the Asal Vine of God, is 2 vine ihat brings 1ife to wene That
Jife, dispensaed from the cross of the sufi‘erin:z Son of lian, was planted as
the tree of 1life on Golpatha and is & fruitful, seli-propetuating 1ifeed7
Josus HimselD was the noble stately Vina of (od that was frultbearinz and
alterether truo (LXX rendering of Jore 2:21), that was fruitful and full

567411 1am Tomple, Readings in %te John's Gospel (London: Macsillan
and Cos, Limited, 1952); ppe 252-253e

“Tgtauffor, ope cite, vpe 128, 133a
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of branches (Esek., 19:10«1l), and that asut branches and shoots all over
the world (Fzeke 15:1=6; Is. £7:2-6)e The faithless nation Ierasl was &
dead vine whose branches wers worth nothiny morc than to »e hurned with
fire (Fse. 60:16)s Not even its wood merited savinz the vine; the uncroe
ductive vine's fate was to be given to the fire for fuel (Ezeke 15:6)e

Az the Vine of (jod; Jesus came to give that divine life to others by
incorporatine them into the Vine of CGode Thus the true Tsrael of Cod would
he seb up awain by one who was nobt merely one of the sons of Abrzham, bub
wz2g befora Abraham (Jne 8:57%) and one with the Father (Jne. 10:30)e The
sufferinrs and death &nd resurrection, of the suffering Son of !fan are ths
birthpangs of those branches w¥ao would e incorporatsd into the Trus Vino.
The crose and the open grave prove to bs the key thot opens the Kinpdom

of Hesaven %o 2ll helievers.sa
The Real Vine's Continnity with Israel

The Vine of 0od never went out of existence. It was the poople of
God with 2 continuous life, that wasy; however, constantly narrowed and
linited by God's eschatolorical judemente®® Centering in and reconstituted
by Jesus who was Himself the True fruitful Vine, the Vine had new branches
prafied into its stocke Tha zrafting was dene by Christ who willed to bz
Israel, and who gathored up and recapitulated the whole life of Israel in
60

Himsalf, snd was, as such, the True Vine.

EBT. e Manson, The Teachinp of Jesus, De 235,

595, Mo Funber, The Messsse of bue Wew Testement (Philadelphias
The lestminster Prass, 19bl), Pe 00

SOpowrance, ope cibes ppe 316-317.
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With the grafibing of new branches into Jesus, the true Vine, the Vine
ef God ie no loager eschatologically narrowed and redusec, hut bacomes
cunstontly widor and more inclusives Thourh the new Lranchaes ars shill
chosen by Hlection=love, there is no longer the corresponding progrecsive
reduction thare wes before Jesus Uinseld hecome the Trus Vinel.Ol

The 01d Vine of God wus in the paradoxical position of being ot one
and the same tima the Vine of (od znd yet not being the Vine of fode Ths
0Lld Testament csptores thiz incompliciensss and forward thrust toward

complobencss, as Ge He Nodd points wub in The Bible Todays

The history of Israel consists of aliernsting Phases of crisis and
developnent through uhich JTsrecl is sheped, under divine providence,
intc a pecple of Gode All throush, bubt notably in the latoest nhase,
thers is a pense of inclusiveness and a Jorwmrd references. Always
Toracl 1z the pzogle of fiod, and at the sone time iz not yet the
people of Cod in the fullest sensse The ildeal attrivutes which the
erophets applicd to I:;ragl are fully undsrstood Lo await realization
in an ase LD COMBe o o o037

That the Church of Jesus Cirdist considersd horself to be incorporated

s

niho the True Vine of God can ne scen from tne fact that she i2ites sver the
nencs of the GLE Testament People of Gode Tho Thurch is cslled "The
Israel of '%m?"' (0ole 5316), “ﬂad'-ﬂ o= peoole” (I Petor 2:¢), and Lhey

ars desimastod 2 kingdom of priosts dediested to Mod (Rove 1:8)e Thoush
others may be linzal descendmmis of Alwazhsm, thay ere the sead of the
devil, for the trae Israsl consiste of those atleched to Jesus and truly
freed by Bin (Jne 3:31=52). Theoy are children cof Abwaham bsoause they

folloy the exsmple of his faith {Rome Li1l2)es They are the Remnant of

6150tm Ae Te Robinzon, The Body (Chlcagos Homry Rernery Coxbany,
1952), ppe 60~61; Cullmarn, Christ and Time, pp. 116-117.

620, He Dodd, The Bible Today (New York: Hacwmillan Compsay, 1S47),
Pe 706
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Is. %19 that will be seved (Reme $:27) acd the people of the New Covenant
of Jere 31:3L (IT Core 3:5)e In Rome 7:25-26 Paul quotes directly from
Hoses 1310 and 2:73, applyines the titles “sons of the livins God® and
iy Poople® to those enmrefted into vhe Trua Vine,

Thus the Vins of Ood thst truly boceams productive in Jamug' suifering,
i ‘ death and resurrection hore fruit by incorporating and inmeaftine sther
é branches that took over the posltions and prerosatives of the old unpro-

ductive Vine the nstion Iasracl.




CHAPPER VI

THE LIFL OF DISCIPLESHIN RESULTING FROIT DNCORPORAT IONH
INIQ JESUS, TEE TROE VINE

Jesus, the Perfect Revelation of Ood

Gells Poople inbo Disciplesnip

Jesus, the True Vine of God, calls men to Hinsell bhecause, 89 the
Vine of riod, He perfectly reveals the Fatheres To reveal Tahweh was an

intepral psrt of jaracl's miasion as the Servant of Yahwehs As the Vine

of Gody Jesus fulflills This mission perfectlye.

Jesus' revelation of the Father is authentic and reliable. He makss
known only what He has heard from the Father (Jne 15:25). He bears witness
snly ©o what Me has seen and so speaks with authority (Jne 3:11,32), and
that authoritry stems solely from 2 will that is completely congruent with
the will of God (Jne 5330)e faving declared uhat He hsard (Jn. 8:26),
Hic mossase is the truth (Jne H:li0)s And Jesus' revelation of the Father
iz reiiable bhscause Jezus is the only God Who is in the hosom of the
Fathere-the ixozate” of the Father (Jn. 1318).

Jesun! ravelation of the Father was not self-ccntered, bhut centered
wholly in Cod and His clorye’

Josus was sent t0 reveal and accomplish the gloris dei in the midst

of a world that, intoxieated with its own seXf-plorilicatiocn, hears,

and wante t©0 hsar, nothing further about Cod'’s slory. But he can

only fulfill his nmissiocn if his own glory mesns nothing to him, and
dodis glory alle

lithelbort Stanffor, Hew Testamonb Theolegy, translated from the
: German by John ilarsh (Hew Yorks The Maceillen Gompany, 1956); pe 28.
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Josua? clory ia pot p2ined By slavishly sseking the honor of mens “an's

Loncr and astecm wan the Jowlsh leadors?! chisf ooncern, znd herein lav

bhe fundamantal opposition tetwsen thom and the Christ of 202 (Jne Sehi=h3d,
Teifl, BahOufiGle

But Jesus glorifiad the #ather es#raeiﬂlly in Fio goinr She dosierd ‘
uay of the Suffering 3srvent o the croome (Mo longer is thare sny thought ]
of vigible licht or rodience accompanying Jesus da this unicue way of
plorifying the Pathere Hathor ths oguivalent of the divins presance is
fomd in the achions of Chrisi, for in fiio redomptive schions "the power
and presonce of ded ara Wwrousht within humen cupericnca.™ Hones in Japus!

sotel melferiving in soliag the way of tha Cross the divine slory Pinds

wrraseien (Tne 3123,30=35, Lilh, 5:26«27, 6:27,32«33,37,39,51, etedde

Tn lisly Wesk, as the grcat acts of suffering and dying near, the hour
striikan, for the tine of glorification has come (Jne 12¢28).  dhan Judag
Ipcarict leaven the uppar room to bobPay deuns o the autherities, Jdomms
iz slorified, for the Pawslon ig well nnder wsy {(Jn. 13:13-32). dJesus’
oloritication of the Fathser ‘c.?n'dugzh- iis Seath means that We hes core imto
Him linsiy sowore Pilste's question, "ire wou a L4net? (JIne 18:37), is
answared in the affirmative. Bub Joous' inpahip is unigue, for Hic throuo
iz bha gross, His croun 8 plaited chaplet of thorns, and [is scepter a
flimay read. Tob tousgh soldiera reel bacikwards hwicre iz kincly splencor
ang wsiectw (dne 1016)e Tha grectest work of 1is reign iz perfectad In

the victory cry "It is finished® (Jne 1$:303 cle Jue 1734)e

20, f!. lodd, The iIn basion g_g vhe Fowrth Gospel { cembpridee:
Combwidee Universiity Prase, !%ﬁ;‘-p'p. Thelite
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The Eloction=0all of the Disciplaes 1

Jasus?! call to discipleship i= a soversign, regal call, Thz initistive
lies with Jesuse To is the one who exbeuds the call that iz issued only
sut of ’l?..,ection-lt-ﬂe. #¥ou éid not choose me, but I chose you" (Jn. 15:15).
Jecus' soversign call igsucd Lo thoze He elecied to become disciplss is
atrikinsly parallel to Yahweh's coll $o the Old Testament prophetss. The .
similarity lles in the fact that "in every account of a prophet!s czll
which we possess, the indtiative is with God", as . “heeler Robinzon has
chourvads Amos was "taken” from his ordinary occupaticn to become Codls
_opsltesnzne Though Hosea's experienca was radically differsnt in form, still
Cod's comandine calld was primsrye. BRefore Hesza can speak in fiodte bohslf
he ie comzanded, "Go, taka to yourself a wile of harlotry and have childron
of harlotyy" (lioses 1:2)e Isaish's voluntary offcr of service comes only
efver the overuhelming vision of God in the temple.3 In the 01d Testoment
fed's ezlling the prophets lies seolely in His initiative.

In Jepus! choosing His disciples the inltiative 2lso iz compietely with

Hime dJdeaus iscues the absclute comnand, "Follow Me," to. Peter, Andrew,

James and Johi & they pursus their customary occupation as fishermene Bub
Jesus ¥gekes" them from their daily work, gives them the absolute, sovereiesn
call of love zrd "immediately they lefi their nets and followed Him" (tfatte
h:18-22),

What makes this ebsolute call to discipleship by Jesus wninus is the

foct that there is no direct parallel to it in 01ld Testament tisiese Renratorf

3‘15. wheeler Robinson, Inspiration and Revelation in the 013 Testament
(London: Oxford University Press, IWGI, DPe 1ON=10Ge
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noints oub that the OLd Tentament does nov know the Hasher=disciple

da

rolat;

onshipe. Joshns scems to have been nierely the servant of linges, and

|

his authority’ to lond the people is miven dlwvsctly by Cod, not passed on
by Mosese Thouph tho prophets may nave had companions who accoaganied
them and servad then, bthey were not disciples bub semn‘c.s.h The reason
for thiaz ahsence of any Mastersdisciple relationship is simple. Since
Taraclts religion io a2 relizion of revelation, and since tho prophsts
themzsalves are the apolkaesmen and sevrvants oF Yahweh who perform their
zarvices in exclusive dependence upon (iod, Nod Himself is thelir Master and
Teachered i
AL Jazos® time the toacher or master never chose his dief:iplas, bat
the discipls selecied his teachere Renzstorf cites an example of & pSree
Chyiatian tescher, Jochuay, son of Perachja, who mives the advice: "Tate
to joursell a teachore e o o0 Jaguat choosing disciples instead of letting
then shoose Him as theiw rabbl wvent rirht asainst Jowish cusiome
sut in so doing, Jesus was alirniny Himself with Yahweh's layingz hold |
of Uiz prophets ana placing His absoiate, sovareign c2ll on theme "Tom |
have not chosen ¥e, out I have chosen you" (Jn. 15:16), Jesus says to His
discipiese Tho disciples are chosen end elected becaunse Jesus Himself ie

the BElect of %od (Ise L2:1=T).

7.
$< Mhﬂhrl He::ric: aegizzgrf, tedDyrys in(Thanlagistes WBrberhuch
zun Neuen Teatanent,  ed by Corbard Kittls (STaLLart: e Foniha

" Ear-'a.‘_’.’ IQ_EE,, iu, h29'h31 v # ¥ 3 ¥ G
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Election in Christ sterictly implies that Christ is truly flect, as
the beloved Jon in whom (od ig woll plsagsed. The faithful beocoue
participants in Tie ¢lection.?
Jasua! choeging disciples oub of Electiom=iove is purely supernaturale

Mzn doos aok strive to bhe chosen or Lo hiipg about or influence Jesus?

cnoicee Jezus! call Lo discipleship is His gift to sheer soversisn

~
&

Eracoe

flence, the disciplss Jesus has called are His disciples. Je e
vaupball has pointed out that the cisclolss ars Ynesrly always called this
disciples,' but not 'the diaciplen.'"s' A% every stage of their association
with Jesus, from the very boginnlogs ao well 2p in mors mature stages,
Jesus poses the questiony, elicits the answers and forms their convictionse
When the diseiples give their matured conwviction that Jesus is "the Christ,
the Son of the living God" (Matbe 16:15+16), it is Jesus that poses the
puesiion, dirscts their thinking; the disciples only responds

T% is sionificant also that Josus calls nmoen to Himself. The content
of Hiz cfil ir Himself. The entire center of gravity is with Jesus Kim=
:amzail_ff.‘.:""J The bare cummand comes: "Follow Me," and men ars expected to obeye
Thie is further demonstrated in Jesus calling men {0 Himself in Matte 11:

25, "Come to me, all wno labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you

7Kﬁster shendahl, "The Called and The Chosen,® The Roat of The Wina,
edited by Anton Fridricheen, (New Yorks The Philoscphicsl Librarys 1953)s

Pe &8,

S¢incent Taylor, Jesus and His Sacrifice (London: Macmillan and Co.,
Lidey 1951) p. 10 =

0
“Je Yo Canpbell, "Disciple," A Theological tTord Rook of the Bible,
odited t.:y n..]an Richardson (New Torks The Hecmllian Qompany, 19953)s De 69

10&0“5!5th, 2£' c_i;h_l, De ’.l.!.lT.
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raste™ To e Manson e0s this call of Jesus paralloied Wy nany poasages
from Jawish wisdom literature.>t Otto feels that Jesus here gpeaks as the
peraonification of Divine Wisdomel?
The simificant thing for us in his words, however, is that he does
nch swnmon men Lo Wisdom as a mere expert or Leacher or aven 2 pupil

of Yiedom, but that hey like Wisdom, c¢2lls men Lo himselif. Ilo specke
in the namne of Wisdom, indeed, az Wisdon itsolf.l3

-y

Furthor, Jesus' call to discipleship extends evsn to thoss mon—h» do

not seem to satisfy the conditione for fellowship with Wime For it was an

c

ancient ruie fron the beginnirgs of the rabbinate that oxpressly restricted
the role of disciple %o the plous man.lh Men like the tax gatherer Levi
raceive Jezug’ call %o disciploship (Mke 2:13fFf.); tax -atherers wers
aceounted "einnars” and hence were to be avoided hy the pious (Luke 15:1)e
Horeover, Peter was conscions of this, for when he was called tp has 2
c¢lgciple he shrank from that czll: “Depart from me, for I am a sinful men,

0 Lord" (Luke 5:8).
Discipleship ag Abiding in God through Jesus

Jasus calle men to Himself. His persom bears the weight of the
relationship with the diaciiples. Hot the power of His word, but the
powerful impresaion of Jesus Himsalf upon Peter and His companions compels
them o £ollew Aime (Lke 5:1-11). Farallel with this is the account of

1ip, W, lianson, The Savings of Josus (London: SCM Press Lid., 195h),
Pille 185"185.

, 12Rudolph Obto, The Kinwdem of Jod and the Son of Man, translated
‘ from the revised Oerman edicion by FLovd Ve Filson and Dertram Lec-ifoolf
{London: TLuttorworth Prsss, 1951), pe 170
Y31nid., 2e 172.
]J"'Ren:-_:st.urf, oDe citey ps Lhi7e
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ths calling of Hathanael (Jn. le:li5=h%)e The brief sxposure to Jesus'
person swings Nathanael from an aloof, sophisticated skepticism to an
exuberaﬁz; confession of Jesus as the Son of Cod and Xing of Israele
Rengstori sees the person2l tis that bound the disciples to Jesus con=~
Tirmed by their deep depressicn in the days botween the crucifixion and
the resurrectione The disciples found no comfort or ssurce of power in
Jesug' word aftoy His ceath, for they were itied to ilis person. His fate
had struck tham 1&.,,_15 Jesus was the Vinej the disciples were cnly branches
.ched 50 the Yina, and without Him they were helpless (Jne. 15:5).
The purpose hehind Jesus' sovereipgn call that makes diseiples is that
Lhey may "become tho sons of Cod® (Jne 1:3;2). The prolozue of John's
fospel. placaes the coming of Jdesus Christ and the subsenuent fellowship
of discipies called by Him into a Ycosmolozical setbing" by showing that
Josus cume in ordar to make all who received Him “sons of '_‘-od."lé The
gozl toward which Jesus' call to discipleship leads is union and fellow=
ship with fode To knowr the Father thouch the Father's Excgate is the aim
of disciploship (Jn. 1:18)s The object of the life of discipleship on the
part of those '"born of nod® 1s %hat they may be "in Him vho is Hrue, in
His Son Jesus Christe This 13 the true God and eternal life" (I John 53:20).
Discipleship aims at the Old Testament ideal of knowing God intimatelye
"lot us know, let us press on to know the Lord" (Hosea 5:3)s BReins a
disciple of Jesus is not just being parsonally related with Jesus, nor is
it a sentimental following of Jesus, 'out; it has its nltimate meaning and

151hid., pe LLO

1634r ndwyn Hoskyns snd Noel Davey, The Riddle of the New Testement
(London: TFaber and Fabor Limited, 1952), De 153e
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comnection in Gode "In John the mysticism® of disciphsﬁp "acdvances from
Chriot to its Cinzl center in the Father<"L7 Discipleship is "with the
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ® (I John 1:3).

Juch unlon with the Father is mediated in the hichest sensee It
comas about becanse the disciple abides in Jesus,; the Vine, and the life
cf tha Vine abides and remzins in the disciple (Jne 15:h-5).

The union of the faithful disciple who remains united in the Vins is
of the sano natwre as the uwalty of the Son with the Fat‘aer.m The discigle
who is united with Jesuo, the Vine, is by that very union the ohject of an
induelliing that becomes mutuale 50 Jasus says to His disciples, "I am in
the Father, and you in me, and I in you" (Jne 1h:20). If the disciple
lover Jesus and evidences this love by keeping liis word, the "Father will
love himy and we will come to him and make our home with him" (Jn. 1h:23).

-
Al

=

Jesus? High FPriestly Prayer Jesus orays the Father that the glory miven
Him By the Fatner may in turn be given to His disciples so "that they mey
Be one evon 45 we are onay, T in them and thou in me, that they may becoms
perfectly once" This onsnes: of the disciples in turn demonsirates that
the FPather has sent Josus andhas loved the disciples just as He has loved
desus (Jn. 17:22-23)e The entirs relationship is a "balonced subcrdinshion”

betwsen the Father and the Son, ané the Sea and the :ij.Sf;::i.}plca.:|'9

L garton Scott Easton, Ferly Christisnity, edited by Frodrick C.
Crant, (Creerwich: The Secbury Press, 1951), De 132.

18Yngve 2rilioth, Zucharistlc Faith and Practice, translated from
the Swedish by /e Ge Hebert (Londons GPOK,; 1939), Pe 58e

19y, 4. Rige, The Fourth Gospel and First Message for To-dey (London:
Luttervorth Frass, 1952).
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This "subordination” of Yather and Zon, and Son and disciple ie
completoly on the basis of dependencas The disciple "sess the Son snd
belisves in him" and thereby has eternal 1life (Jn. 6:h0)e To sce Jeaus
and 4o belisve in Him is to cee and to believa in the Fatler who scnt
Him (Jne 12:hhi=li5)e There is no trace here ¥of the characteristically
mystical idea of absorption in fod or in Chrizt®?d that was peculiarly
cemmon o the Mystery culise Briliobh,; following eitzenstein, has well
ontlinad the merked tendencies of tha Mysteries toward the absorption

of ths devotes into the very being of his mode Typicel is the following

paesacasl

Attis, Opisis, Adonis wore men, who died and rose again as godss o o o

J.‘ wvae hacome united with them, receive them inlo ourselves, or clothe
irsalves with them, we have the most certain assurance of our own
u.*nm.‘..l:st;r, sven our deification.?l

Far from beine identificetion with and abaorption into Christ, the disciple's

experience of Yabiding in Christ" or heine %in Christ® describsa the most

intimste fellowship dwarinable of the Chardstion with the livine Oheiste The

Chirisvian Jives in & Christ a".;:‘:zoa;:i;ers.22 Te he "in Christ" znd to “ahide

in & “hrisgt” means thot the disciple's personel life is anchored in the

events of Chriztfs cereer, past, pressnt and :Eutm:'e.23 In short, Chrisy is

iife for the disciple (Fhile. 1:21)e For the discipla to he in Christ and

abide inm ¥im mesns to "have been reised with Christ," to have died ard so

%
2%7, fe he Kennedy, Tho clogy of the Epistles (London: The Duck-
worth Fress Ltde, 19!.6): J

Elﬁrilioﬁh,- Bpe cite, De Sle

22&. M. Funter, Interpret:lnrr Paul'z Gospel (London: 3CHM Press Lids,

Ve Filuon (Fhiladeinhias The cestminsoer fross, 1950), pe 218,
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have 1ife "hid with Christ in God" waiting to fully appear "wheon Chriat
who is sur 1ife appears” (Cole 3:l-l)e "Christ lives in me." Decouse ik
wvas crucifiad, the digeiple diss also, liviar a life whosc dominapt note
is "faith in the Sen of God, who loved me and gave fHimself for me® (CGal.
2:20)e Life in Chrisi, Uhe Vins, is a completely new life (II Cor. 5:17)
free from condeanscion {Rone 8:l)e The 1ifle of Cod euprensed by the torms

in Chri=g® and "abiding in Christ" is a present fact and reslitye Tha

diaciple who sees the ifather behind the word of Jesus "has eterasl life¥
{dna 5321); t5 keep the werd of Jesus and holieve in lilm means that the
digciple will nover die (Jn. 8:51, 11.=26). Thus "to depart! and 4o be
with Christ? 4n Phil. 1:23 are idant.icr;l in meapin~ 2nd contanb.2 Those
abidine in tho Vizg "have possed from dezth Into the hidden life of Christ
in 0od's owm vorld (Jcl. 3?3). John's and Paul's teachins of "holng in
Christ"” and Pahidine in Christ, the Vine,? is the fulfillment of Jesus!?
teaching shoul discipleship made possible by the resurrection, expressed
in tvroag of tre resuwrrection, in which the "whole invizible heing of Chricet
is commnicnted to the beliover.n23

How nsessoary and urpgent "abiding in Christ, the Tine," really ie for
the diseipla is evident that John uses the phrase olasven Limes in eleven
vorges in Jokn 15, This emphasis is all the more inpressive because failing
to abide in Christ meane not having 1lifee The Lord zays of the man who &
does not anide -1n Hin that he i3 cut awvay from the Vine, cact ocut as a
Wwranch and withers (Jne 15:2,6)e The Oreek words "cost fort.h,";}B/!7197 A

EhIhid ey De 219,

?55 <] 3 2 n g . ga
Aaton Pridrichsen, "Jesus, Ste Paul and ie John," Tha Root of the
Jine, <dited by Anbon Fridrichsen (Now Yorks Philomsophicel Litwary, 19¢3)s
DPe Ul=li2e
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and "uithered®, Z&-—”-JVDT s are aorists pointing ©o the future judgzment of
manikind, bub treabine that Judement as already past, 30 certein and inevie
table ds 1‘5.26 Bub the disciple is nod cub off, bub has alreadr passed
out of the sphers of judement (Jne 5:2h) @nd nead not face judgment for he
thet doas tha will of fod abides forcw.r (I John 2:17)s The words "to
cbide forover" are alwoys epplied Lo disciples snd belicvers in John,
while those who »eject Jesus the Vine and do not remain in Him as hranches
"ghide in darkness® (Jn. 12:46) or *in desth™ (I John 3:1h); theirs iz the

1ot of thw nurderer who hag nobt aternal 1ife ohiding in him (I Jehn 3:15).

ine Penands of Jesus! Sovereign Csll ts Discipleship

2. =y ou) wids f Enee
HRETUNQLAL LoN

Jeons bound His disciple to Himself alones He is the Vinej as tranches,
thoy mush resmain in Him, for without Him they are helpless (Jn. 1525) and
heve no independent life of thoir own (Jne 15:h,6)e Jesus brinss cnly Hine
selfs He is the only content of His csll to discipleship. [ils diseciples
ara nol askod to represent or champion a greal ¢ausse. Hakbher they are
asked to pive up all fo» Bls sake and renounce evarything that had ssened
ingispensable o theme?! :

Since the diais_ples » those branches abiding snd remmining in the Vins,
Jesus, wre the soclety called imto baing by the Messiah, they unst take up

the yoke of the Massismhe For the Jews, the recitaticn of the Shema was the

26}11%{, BDe fﬂt__g Pe T0.
E?Runqstorf, e cibey Bpe L50-51.
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equivalerd of tukine the yoke of Jodte Rilngdem, and m:ant being deli'mmd

from the yoll of werldly cures and clvided I.a'-,r-:.'i('....az's.a‘ iilkowise the
Iinciple prociaiss His ivyelty Lo (ody penouncing all for Jesna? eall.

O

sl ©8a. ‘“ s

s

isciploehip and tho resalting velationschip of abldine

i Chydst ds his preatost treesurse, His hosrt ie 3<% on fod in Cheles,

iPor where woue Lresswre s, Liere will yowr hoeerd ho 2lso® (Hath. £:21).

This renvnodation that Jesus asks of His ciseiples ig a redicnl
dondiel of gulfe "I2 any nan will comp attar e, let hism dony hinsolf
J ' ®

s o off (ke 3e3h)e Hob deny thinue o himgolf, but to deny Rix Hinzslls Thia
i3 Pihe somo genns of Vdeng?! aa when & folhor digowns his sone®™ 25 T othine
suppenal shopkd stand io-the woy of au undivided end wholresoulad loyaliy
Lo Chedet, the Tine and suarce of his 3ifne Tho disciple enters Christis
118 ob @1l 2oota, oven neinad by the Lesy of Just those Lirhs most naces=
anry _ mzeaeine oaily tasiks, 211 sympions of divided heart end loyaliy
arFs ©9 ho ewrbad a% oll costses) Tvon feally tiez con not vie for Firel
pizce in the dissiple's
Lize 314224); any atlempic to prascrve and merd hie 1ife will only recell
in failure, for he traly finds his 1ife vho gives it o (irdst (Hati. 10s
3%)e ‘Homesz, to ho a dilaciple 19 Lo bWelap o divieive and sheltaring force
dnto l4feg (heist ringe & swepd of dimscnsion fnto the lives nf those
disoiplen vio accopb Tis soversien 311 (FMalte 1083k)e Zut hocanse tha

28

“

ciple has renouncad all in favor of dwrdst Ha can ohjectively place

2’1‘ e ¥ionson, The '.eac!:eimz P Jeosus {Cambrlidpo: Casheldes ithiversity
Prans, 1""'1), cle 192,

204, e Hehert, The Thwose of Dgvid (Loncons Fabsy and Faber Limlsed,
RGEEY; pe 1700

30, ¥, fanson, The Seyings of & Jesug, op. 1BA-137.
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; propzr valna on human inbeorsestse 50 he steadfastly sesks firsh Godls

Saving Rule and His Righteousness (Matie 6:33)e

Rerunciation means counbine clomely and carefully thce cost and cone
sequences of discipleship. This is the import of the parables of Treasave
Hidden in the Fisld and The Feurl of Great Price (Motte. 13 =hh-h6).\ The
some point iz brought out by Jesus in the Luean accounts of the buillder
who erachs & Lhower onlv after first carefully coleulating the cost and in

-

the account of the king who reconsiders going 10 war sgainst an cpgonent
with vastly superior forcese Jesus concludes: "3o therefore, whoever of
vou does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple” (Ik. 1h:28-33).

Positively stoted, the digseciple renouncss 1l and therebr makez o
cholce hetwesn ficd aand soume other ruler of his .lifo. For "no one can
surve two maghors? (Ike 16233 ilntte 522h)e He can swear his undivided
allepiznce o only onse For the discinls the supremely importent choice la
:sim‘i'.hér Lo accent the RBule of Cod as it meets him in Jesus or be aigerhiiyr
destroved in waging a vsoless and fupile battle ggainst Goa's sovcre:i--"-,rzs;.'-"'l
To do so would 2lign him with the Old Vine Iorael that destroyed itssif by
hopelessly hurling dtself agoinst God's purpeses Tut for the diseciple s
ghides in the Vine, no sacrifice is oo greate.

Thas ihe royal sovercimnty of (lod is supreme in the life of Ll
disciple atiached firmly to the Vine of God, Jesus. For the discinle
accepbs Cod's rogel sovereignty, bows 0 it in obedience. As Rudolph TGO

hng ohazerved

3]‘2. e Hanson, The Teachinz of Jesus,; Pe 165,
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It bakes place nowj not by dofeat of enemles nor by tho exercise of

coorcive royel power, but where men confess the roysl authority bs-
obedicnce to it, and in so far as they carry out the Zingls willes?

Trust in Sne Father and Jesus

The basie of the disciple's renunciation of everything, includine~ his
very life, w25 the loving call of God to be a disciple of Jesus. Tho dise
ciple did not ronounce much in the hope that he would receive zomethine-
mach ereater, nor did he renounce all end follow Jesus because of the
uaterizl gains or vising prestige that wonld rasult.33 The sole bagis of
the digeiple's renouncing 211 and following Jesus centers in Jesua'! drawing
the disciple 2nd his entire life into communion with Jeeua?! 1ife.3l That
personal relationship is ons marked by trust and £aith in Ced'e e=2ll to
become a dimciple of Jesus,; the True Vince

It i= this whols=hearted trust and faith in the Father that is 2
dominont note in the disciple's relationship with Jesuz. Comwittine his
entirs existence to Jesus by éoni‘essing Him te-be "ths Christ, the Son of
the livine CGod" (Matte. 16:15-1£), the disciple has removed gll suter con=
cerns, cares and werries that would sever the relationship to Cod medizted
throuch Jesus, the Vinse. Just ouch anxieties about werldly concerns choke
and stifle the Word in men's hearts (ke l4:18<19; Matit. 13:22; Lk A11h).
To be 2 disciple is to trust unswervingly in God's sovereimm Fetherly lovs.
Concern for sscurity in this world, worrry about whers the next meal or the

L

next suit is coming from are symotome of distrust in the Fsther's love

320tt0, ope cites Pe 37e
Baﬂem!storf s ODe 2’;‘_‘0_. 3 Dae h51.
3th1do, De k53,
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reveaied by Josuse Only tha heathen Centilss are worthy of such distrust.
Thosz under Godls Raedecming Rule can be certain that the Huler can and will
provide for all the disciples! nseds (ilatte 6:25-33; Tk. 12:22-31). The
disciples are to fear no one at all, not evan thoss capable of killing

the bedye Disciples are to fear only God, and this fear is a reverant

awe stemming from trust in Him who has connted even the hairs on their
heads and values them as worth far more than many sparrows (Msthbe. 10:26-27;

Lke 12:2-5}s Iwven in special crises the disciple comes under God's loving

Q

arage This ig behind Jesus' reproach of His disciples in the storm upon
the lake. He rebukes them nobt for cowardice or lack of courage, but for
their lack of trust: MHe said to them, ‘hy are you afraid? Have you noht
foith?® (Mke Lalid)e Thus the discipla's courage and his unswerving trust
arc based on the Father's saving sovereiguly that meets them in Jesus.
Because Josus has $0old ilis little flock rob to fear but rather to truss

s ey , - ,g 14 (euj

in the TFather's "good pleasure” (€O ©ky ), the disciplss ars free from

fear and the andety of divided trust (Lk. 12:32),
Chedicnce %o the will of the Father

The third requiresent and demand made by dJesus upon those Hs calls to
discipleship is obedience to tho will of the Father. e places these
larpest possiblo demands of total renunciation, Lrust and obedience upon
fiis disciples only because He Himself is totally loyal, urusting and
obedient to the ather. This is seen in Jesus' interpretation of His
missicn as Savior and Revealer of Cod in tha light of the humble, lowly,
confidently trusting end totally obedieat Suffering Servante Because
Jesus is totally loyel, trusting and obedient to the Fathar, so the
disciples are called by Jesus! perfect revelation of the Father in the
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Suffering Servant Lo bo t.otal_ly loyal, trusting and obodicnt to Jezus, and
through Jesus to Gode3?

Jasus is the perfaéct revelation of the Father's will becauss oy
His obedience to the Father's will, He revealed the glery-shine of Oode

In the 01d Tes,.tmant God's slory was almest invarisbly associsted
wilh a brilliant, dazzling display of lizhte 4An oxczlliont exempla of this
gonception of Cod's glory as berilliant light is Exodus 33:18-.23. ilere,
belfore Tahweh reveals His glorye-shine, He places Yoses in a cleft of the
rock, covers him with His hand, and then ouly reveals His back, not His
face. Yet daspi..*:.e these elaborate preparations and safsguards, Yahweh's
mlorv-shine is 3o intenscly brilliant that the people can not endars %o
look a2t 'loses withoul his wearing a veile Deozzling lipght is also the chief
characteristic of Yahweh'a revealing His pglory in Is. 80:13 Ezeke 1:27,
12:h, and L3:2,

In John's Oospel, howaver, God's glory-shine centers in Jesus, the
revelstion of God and ilis glory, Jesus iz "the fountain of life" in whose
Iisht a1l men see lisht (Pse 3619)e Is is the Licht of the entire world
(dne 3:12) becauss He made Himself completely one with allmen (Jn. 1:10,
3:19)s Jesus is the Lizht of the world, but %e reveals the glory-shine
of the Father throush porfect and total obedience %o the will of the
Father. Here again, the Glorious Son of Man and the Suffering Servant.
merpe in Jesus' revelation of the Father. His entire life is one of total
consecration to the Father (Jn. 7:18), and His whole aim is to nonor the
Father, for to honor Himself would amount to "nothing" (Jn. 2:49), for it
is the ‘n‘-at.hér who plorifies Hin (Jn. 3:54)s Jesus persistently soeks the

'";'I_'. e “anson, Tha Teaching of Jesus, ppe 212211,
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glory of the TFathor, avoiding sclf-pglorificatione He faulte His Jawish
cp;"fcnenbs tacause they prefor the honcr and glory of men rather than the
glory of God (Jne 5:hl)e
Thia eclorification of the Father by total chedience to the Fathar's

will amade it possible for Jesus to rovesl God's will 2z it really ise To

e

raveal God's will for its oun cake, and as it rcally is, was the mobive
behind Jesus? plopiiying the Fathere His chtedient plorificatiosn of God
caused mon to see Codfs will not deflscted or shadowed, hut caused then
%o sce the will of Ced "in all its radiance and white-winged purity."36
Such a ravelation of the Father's will implicd both insight into God's
very nabure and will and the determination to represent God's purcose and
:,1-1r;r:.37 This is confirmed by Paul when he 2ays that fGod "has made lmoum
o va in all wisdom and insight the mystery of His will, according to his
purpose which he set forth in Chrdst; 25 a plan for the fullness of time.
o o o {EBphe 1:9-10)s

In the account of Jesus?! tenptation by the devil in the wilderneas
(Matbe Lsi-11l; Tke L:13), it is Jesus' high sense of glorifying God and
God alone that is most prominente " As ths instrument whersby the glory of
(od would be revesled by His loyvaliy, trust and obedience to Ged slonag,
Jesus becomes ths special target of Satane The temptations ars designed
to undormine and impair Jesoal loyal_t.y. and dedication to the Father and
Hiz will. 3Satan tries %o split the cncness of purpose batusen Jesus and

the Father by teupting Jesus Lo give wp ths difficult downward way of the

36!.-111 ¥anson, Jesus the iessiah (London: Hodder and Stoushton,
Lt-d-, 1952 3 PPe 91‘92.

370. Se Ranlti:n. "Rame", i Tnecological Yord Book of the Bible, edited
By Alan Richardson (New Yorks The Hacmlllon Conpanys 1953)s De 157e
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cross and becons & bread Kinpge The offer of 2ll the kingdems of the world

ains ab Jesun® lovelby Lo the Father, and invitss Jesus to selieslorificn-
tion, while Jesus' unswerving trust in the Pethor is the terpet in tha
invitation to leap froa the Tanple.35 Bah Jesus rofuses Lthe tempitstione
S0 selfeslorilication and seli-will by ezch time pubtine the Father in the

center of the stasa.

aa ’n tisne dhe -rmlacmtim is made perfectly clear that even the lessiah

i3 enly ':.,ﬂ a servante-indoed, just veceuze he is Hessizh he mush be
-_-:m:--\.. Hnentiy r:m'fs servanike The Hesgich is the chief man in Israal:
than he nust be the servant of alle Babt above 2ll he nmust conplately
ond unveseorvedly the servant of the Loxrd (the thad Yahwuoh)e

John's Sozpal cxorssses this complets dspendence of Jesus upon the
Father in the pordrait of the Son sent by ths Pather to scoomplish Hi

. #
end will in the worldsi0 Josus! nissien comes’ from God, for He has no

oricin in Hisoelf, but comes {rom Nod and was sent by Cod (Jn. 5537, 7:28-29,
0320,h2, 12:19)e Mocause He wae sent Trom God, Josus doss nothine on His
e Yo iz completely dependont upon the Father, for e does nothine of
flinsel? (June 530, 8322, 12:h%=£%)s Jesus underisices nothine apart from
the Fobher (Jne 5:19); cven the very words He utbors are the words of fod
{Jdne. 323h)e The life He lives, He lives "hy tho Father" (Jn. 6:57).
Jesus ! mishty miracles of hezaling 2re no eause for self-clorifieation, for

h thoy ars-uoae im accord with the authority of the Father (Jn. 5:19,30),

ané sra the Father's answers 1o Jesus' prayer that others mey sce the

u #lory oi the Father throogh Him (Jn. 1:k0-h2).

33, 1. Hunber, The Work and YWords of Jesus (London: SCi Pregs Lide,
1920), ppe 38=L0.

¥ 374 e Hanson, The Scrvant Messizh (Cemiridge: Cambridpe Universisy
-: Press, 19%3), pe 57-50.

“Dnpon Fridrichsen, op. cite, PP 57-53.
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Jeous'! obedience is the obedience of the Suffering Ssrvant (Ise h9:h,
5'3:1:-6)-"”1 Jesuz! desire to Ydo the will of Him who sent me and 4o
accomplish his worlk" (Jne L:3kh) is quickensd by the knowledgo that His
time iz short, and that lls must do the will of the Father while it is atill
day (Jne :lhi)e For the will of the Father finds its perfoct fulfillment
in the arcsce fiod's will for Josus raachss its fingl woal and rezlization
in Jesna® polaz the wey of the Crosse. This is part of the definite plan
snd forelmowliedee of the Fether (Aets 2:23)e Jesus' obedience even unto
death {Fhil. 2:6) makes Jesus the complete "Yes" ©o Ood and HAis will and
the tobal "io" to @1l selfeplorification (I Jore 1:19-20)e The glorifie
cation of the Father through Jesus reaches iis peak and climax in the
svents of Pasnion Weske Then Ythe how: has come for bthe Son of HMan %o be
Florified” through falling into the earth and dylnz (Jne. 12:23-2h). This
refloctine aboud Wis death causes a socul=ssarching agony ouite similar to
the Swootic account of the agony in Zethsemane: "How is my soul troubled;
and what shall T ssy, ‘Father, szve me frcm this hour?' . o " Bub this

poasibility of svoiding the Father's howr "is crushed, slmost before it

iz nbiered, into an act of complete surrendsrs 'Father plorifly thy name o' H02

It ie this perfect chadience o the":?ather 's will that at tho same
time reveals the will of the Father that Jesus enjoins upon His disciplos.
Such whole-soulcd obedience to God's will was the mark of the Old
Iovacl's tobal loyaliy to their Code The standard of obedience that Jesus

set up waé designed for the Few Israel, the Mow Vine of fods As the old

covenant demands were g:l.v.an to Isrzel as ftod's chosen Vine to be the

. hli!ewt, 2‘ E_?_b_.’ p. 120.

he'.:‘-ir Zduyn Hoskyns, The Fourth Gosoel, =2¢ited by Francis Nosl Davey

{Tondons Fsber and Faber TIaited, 1953), Ge 2h3.
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| chovgor of her ogistencs ag foits loyal peopley 20 Jaaus pizces thess

Censnde ppon Tis disciplen.t3

Tl tho deuands placed wvpon bhose eho hove reesivad Jesus! lovisg

call &0 ko Wiz disciples zre far mnora »izcroun and more inclusive, for

o

e 214 Tsphaomont Vine of God dntoprpsebed o8z covenont Jdomends o8 Timiced

<]
]

e provines and spherse ¥ ghipuleted mwagure of shedionce wes demsnded,

L Y

which, 1f it =wro reondered, loft mon iz 2 dosivion to congider Lhe rest

o o o tholr ouned Zut Josus! olnims breoaght moa fsee bo faco with God's
soversiinty over all of Tifs thot decanded monls totel Life for Jods Taus
Jeaus gous f37 burond what was demended of the Jews in Torsh or tradition.
e fiocizles aed called G0 outztrip the rishleousnose of She gsribes and
Dhapisees {Mathe 5:27), and when they have dome 212 they ore still only
neworthy fsPventy wad bhave doze only €
ing offoring and ohl
‘huvat offeringa of yesy old calves Loputner with thovsands of vame {(Miceh &
fm=l}e For tha diseiple delirbte to do Gode will (PFo. 11:6-8) and walks
obediently in every umay (oc comumande (J2=s 7223).

.,
Ly

The Cimeiple who chides in Josus, tiie ¥Yine, must becone iilke & litile

child {Vlatts 1283)e Fe is ohild-like In his wiguestioning obedisnes o

p degun and the Fathere Uone ig the lezal shiftiness end subilety of the
ol

hanigea @ith £i2 theowreticel, scademic heiropiitiine and the adeodd

handijun of the Iaw of God thau kspt the Torab hotween Ood and the hserd.

fidelilre aimpliedty that trusts and vhoye tnz Father come® . to the

i
&
e
Y
o

the result of bec}mimms&.i" Iho dismeipla iz to rosvive
o il e b R b
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"‘31‘. ¥e Hansong The Teuzching of Jasug; D 2h0e?h5,

HYH . g
'“h’iﬂ:‘@::u A4nson, Ofe Ulley De 5%
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DUty B 2itey pRe 1L0-122,
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as & 1little child, not cause or produce (itke 92373 Lk. 9:47)e Rather, such
child=like chedience %o the Father comes as the God's £ift of 2 new heard
(Jor. 31:33-3L, 3233f=D) and comes from the Father who gives 211 good
pifts (Mathe 7:19=11)e

This whelesouled, radiecally new cbedience to God's will revealed in
Jesus donm not come by way of incidental deeision, but by a radical cone
version and tuwrning in repontances. As God's zif% to men, thiz new obsdi-
once is a pradieal change of rind which iz beyond all human willing or
aschicvemente DBubt 1t is the seli-swronder of Jesus, the Suffoerins Servant,
Lhat has the effect of bringings Jdisciples to coaversion from & wrons uUave l

1L ue like éheep nave gone astrays

we have Lurned evory ons o his oum way;
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniguity of oz all (Is. 53:6).

Lnd ab tha soas time that obodlent self-surrendsr lsads disciples iron a
willful chossing of wheir own path te a fsllouship in the only way of
chediencs &0 the Father--tUhe way of the Hast.er."s Thus "tha God of tThe
New Testament wills our wills.®s7

The hediont 1ife of the disciple means zocepbing God's will as it
really is, revoalsd in end by Jesuse The obedience to which Jesus czlle
the disciple who gbides in Him is not just a pointing to souse happy state
in the fubture when God's will will be perfsctly reslised, hut it is
chiofly concernod with living a life of complete loyalty and unquestioning

obaedience to fod here and no'a.'-lﬂ

h6Ibid-, Pe 25‘"3.
L75tauster, ope cite, pe 13k.

]48‘1‘. e Manson, The Teaching of Jesus, ppe 161-162.
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The obedience of the disciple shows itself in hia allegiance and
service properly devotad to God, and not given over %o the demonic forcess
Jeaus®! power over the demonic, causing Satan to fall like lichtning from
heaven (Tk, 10:18-20), protects the diseciple. The saving soversisnty of
ftod chocks the forces of evil in his life, for Ood's Saving Rule is set
up whore the finger of God, Jesus, casts out demons (Lk. 11:20; Hatt. 123
2%)e Ths stroag man Satan has been bound by a Stroncer Onej the fiuffer;lng
Son of Man shatters the demenic power by His suffering (Lk. 11:21; lik. 3:27).
Thue Lthe c2ll to obedience for the disciple has standing bshind it the csll
of Jesuz' soveraisn saving love that stands ready to halt and check the
inrocds of the demonic into the disciplet!s obzdience. YWithout Him they
con do nothing (Jne 15:5).

e have geen how Jeaus makes the dergest possible demands upon iHis
discinles by callins them to renounce all other loyalties in favor of
complete loyalty to God and to unswervingly trust in the Father with a
radically new and rigorous obedicnces. Bub He dees this without lording it
over thame He iz mastor of 211 becauss Fe is moat completely the Servant

6f node And He 4s gervant of &B3 bocause He is their HssterotS
Josug? Word and the Disciple

To shide in the Vine by virtue of living the life characterized by
loyalty, trust and obedience to the Father impliss that the disciple abides
in Jes:zslr' worde The words "I" and "word" are interchangezble in Jne. 15:h,7.
Yibide in me, and I in you" is balv-'.aine_ed by "If you abide in me, znd my words
abide in ;,rai:." 'Dnl;,' when men gontinue in Jesus! word, are they truly His

disciples (Jn. 8:31l)e Hearing Josus' word is comnected with obedience to

B%501d., ppe 210-211.
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that worde Hence Jesus acdnonished the disciplss in the Sermon on the

Plain: ™vhy do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' 2nd¢ not do whot I tell you?"

(Lke 6:1i6)e Abiding in Jesus! word is more than nerely listeninp to what
Jezus haz %o saye It means as mtuch aa "lisien and ohey.” For Jesus is
the "prophet"” of whom Moses spokes '"The Lord your God will raise up for
you a prophet o o o from your brethren-~him you shall heed" (Deut. 18:15).
The obedience of the disciple is base& on abliding in Jesus' word, active
and speakine %o the disciples And if God has spoken and declered His will
in Jesus' word, then the disciple's chief concern is how to he obedient
to what God has to say. :

In John's "ospel Jesus the Word 3s linked with and equated with the
lord of the 0ld Testamente Rige sees in John's use of the verb (K-T/:'P
in Jne 1:1) 8 reference tt; God's SheKingh tabernacling and dwelline with
Taracl, The YWord's tabarnacline with ten 45 parallel with God's Shekinsh
"which is derived from shakan, to dwelly, and jits origin is o be found in
Exodug 40s3liffes and the glory of the Lord f£illed the tabernacle."5?
Jesus the ¥ord, tebernscling amone men as Savior, utters the words of God
(dne 2:31) anc is Himself the Word of God (Jne 1:1-3,14) and speaks the
life~-sustainine words by which msen abide in the Vine.

This word by wnich men abide in Jesus is an active Worde It is never
' purely verbal, hut is given in acts and deeds, rather than in syllables
and phrasese H}s word i3 never static or aquiet, but always working,.

In the 01d Testament espacially, Cod's word has an objective power.

The prophets describe Glod's word as a destroying fire (Jer. 5:1lL3

so?.igp;, Dpe 9—12.’ ps 264




107
Hosea 635), or as a hamrmer that smashos to bits even the toughest rock
(Jer. 23:29)s The word has a2 permeneace that ie contrasted with tha
vithered prass (Is. 10:8).

The word is Cod's cifactively crsative ach 2ignsllins thabt God Fimsalf

iz et work, ©So God's word soee forth and does nol return empty, bub
accompliszhes the croative purpose of God (Is. 55:110=11). Ood's word is on .
effechbive creating word because His word is concerned with effecting His
wille Ood ackts throumgh His word because e means to effect His Wil bl
fod wills His will, and that will of God was perfectly expressed in Jesus,
wi's Tord incarnates Tha creatlve mrd of Cod iz Jesus Himself. Ths
word of CGod can not be separated from Jesus® own person o2 the Savior
perieoched end glorified through deathe52 Jesus, the cresting Word of Cod,
effectively creates obadicnce within the hearts of His disciplese Abidine

n iis lovs, the disciples keep Hie commandments (Jn. 15:17). Where the

a bl

diséﬁ.pl-:. 2bidas in Josus' word (Jne. 9:31); he will keep Jesus' zommandments
(Jne. 1323k, 22:15,21). The obsdicnce of the discipla is due to Jesus'

crezbive word of divine love. It ic becaunse Jesus haa lowved ths discinles

froely (Jne 13:1) that they can obsy Hias word and commenduent (Jn. 13:3L,
14:21)e The disciple's obadience to Jesus' word, in short, is due to Jesus!
creative word, not the disciplss' do de53 godls seed, not nan's deed
crea-::as ohedience in the disciols.

The word of Josus is cdependent on Jesus' dacds. John records thot

Jesus! disciples did not understand or pepatrate tirough to the meaning of

CONCORDIA SEMINARY

}; b 515tau£fer, Ope. _C_i_.'_l_‘-_., Pe 106 L I B R I‘X ? \/
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' *®ridrichoen, ope gite, e LOs ST. LOUIS 5, MO
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Josus! words until His death (Jne 2:32), His reswrrsction (Jn. 12:16), or
the pouring out of the Spirit at Pontscost (Jne 7:38)e Bacsause Jesus!
word is "His historical rcvelati;m" of Himgself, the disciples can coniinue
in His ‘%!D!"Jogh Both Jesus'! words and works are essentially ths sams, for
they both witness &o the CUhrist who perfeorms both in His Fathar's nsue
(Jne 12:75).

Jasus! word is 2180 a word of judmuent on unfruitful wranches that do
not abide in MWime Not to abido in Jesus, the Vine, is to be pruned awsy
by the Father (Jne 15:1-2), and to be cast out and wither (Jn. 15:6).
Howaver, if the disciple really abides in Jesus and His words abida in
the dimeiple (Jne 15:7), then the disciple will not be judged and ececst
oute All depends on abiding in Jesus® word.

Judemant cones on those who fail to "hear" Jesus?! word and 4o have
that hearing become fruitful and active in doing the word (Jn. 12:27;
Matbe 25:31-li6)e The decisive thing to hearing Jesus' word is subsequent
action on that worde To know the word is not enoughj only those ere hlessed
who do the word (Jne. 13:17)s Not inteliectusl appropriation of Jesus!
word, but taking it up into the will and actualizing it is what mntt_ers.ss

- To be separsted from Jesus! word means that the branch is severed from the

. ? 2
vine, throun aside, "excoumunicateds 59’ ‘The word GPA‘]"] is the same
uged in tha excommunication from the Jewisir synagogue of the man born

blind (Jne 9:3h)e To be severed from the Vine by -the Vinedresser's

51'Fr:ldrichaen, Dpe cib., pehS2e
ssRangst.or_f, 0pe cite, Pe 452

36 e He Co lacgrogor, The Cospel of John, in The Moifath liew Testsment
Comnentary (llew York and London: Harger and 2rothGrs, Nede), Os 200e
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pruning is disagtrous for it means belng cast into the furnzca of fire
(Mathe 13el2=l?)e
However, judrment iz vot the only function of Jssus' word. It iz 2lso
a soving, cleansine worde For Jesus comscs as bBoth Savior and Judpe. Both
szlvation and judsment are continuously opersiive among the &iaciples.57
ihe word of Josus, ignored and discbeysd, becomes tho source of judsment,

but thet same word exeris its Zorce to purify and clsanse through sceking,
pardoning LovaeSo

The disciples are already medo clean by the word Jasus hes sooken %o
vhen {(Jne 15:3)e Thisz cleanzing power of Josus' word is illustrated in
the Synopbic accouunis 0f Jesus? niracies of healinze The Capariaum
centurionts slave is healed hy Jesas! -.%:o;'d (iiatte B25-13), end the ten
lgpers are made clean by acting on Jesus' command, Go, show yourselives to
the priosted’ (L. 17:11-19). He casts out demons and mekss peoplo clean
by His ';:m".'?--/lo&ﬂf')--(}ia‘h‘-;. B:1l=17)e And Jesus' word net only hesls the
peralybic bub forsives him his sins, making him whole &nd completecly
closnsed from sin by Jesus! aflactive word, but he is cleznsed in a nore
aeiive sense, for the pruning and clsansineg word, hard to bear and painial
thonuzh 1t nmar he, releases the disciple for bearing more fruit (Jn. 15:2-3).

Tesrs Bhe helicver ovodiently ebides in Josus' word (Jne 3:321), and |
keeps His commanduent (Jne 13:3ks M4315££L.) thore is Jesus? truae discinle,

rajised feon the status of a slave to & friend by Jesuse?® Tho disciples

57!:"3‘.’)@1'1':, eiel citestpe So=El,

53!(&:'1 Hell, The Distinscive Hloments in christionity, transloted fron
the German by Norman Ve Rope (LAinburwni  Te ond Te Clurk, 1937), Pe 18
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are zivon this status of "friends" hy Jesus! covereign word of love. lHe
called then to be His disciples (Jane 35:16), znd a5 His disciples they
wera His plavss, doing menial tasks no thalmid would cvsr do for his rabbi.
Albhouzh bhe thalmic was reguirsed Lo serve his .'.‘lzas".;lr.-,:',69 never was he

required to perforn2 zuch low and humble tasks as Jasus asked of His

eta

digeiples vwhen flo sent them to get an ass for FHis Pzln Sundzy procession
into Jeruselem (Motte 21:l~Tj fllce 11sle7; Ll. 19:29-35), or 45 make tho
preporahions for Fassover (Hatie 26:17«193 like 1212163 Lke 22:7=13),
Forqerly slaves, Jesus? word of prace vaises the disciples to friends.
Jesus pives comwmunion oo equal terms o His disciples. But that communion
off the digeinies with Him exdrassed in frienda® is Jesus! own —i.ft.51
Disciples are raised Lfrom the positlen of slzves to friends solely
heeanse of Jesus?! love that causss Hiw to lay down His 1life for Hiz friends
(Jﬁ. 19532=13)e "The use of the uord 'friend! instead of the Swnoptie
tnedchibor? (M, 12:31) does not necesssrily narrow the love-cirele for
whaza Chelst iz thought to die: rather does it emphasise the intimacy of
the 1 B.,,ﬁ:?

Sonmowhat akin o John's idea of the disciples! being Jesus! frioends is
the conception of helievers being childrsn of Gode UChristisns are ne
longer slovaes, bui sons through Cod (Gal. 4:7), whose snbire redemptive

pose cenbers in people hecuming His children througzh Jesus Christ

(phe 1l:£)e Such intimete communion with 0od expressed in sonship and

gdoption of sons comes through the love that the Father shads auroad

50&&\:}-.’ Pe hs?‘
2
Slrnid., pe k37e

'Sa}iacgregw, P_E- 21.._{:-.-, Pe 200,
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(I Johm 3:1)e As sons of God, disciplec noed not fesr, for thoer have 'Efxi's
Spirit and are ahle Lo ory, "abba, Father” (Rom. 8:1L-17). '

Thourh the disciple'’s obedience is not gervile (Jne 235, 12138),
the condition placed upt-m the disciple because hic hag regeived Jasns!
lovoe elavatine him fron olave o Sriend status is one of joyful ohedience
+0 Jeaus and His worde Only if tha discipls doces what Jesus comnands con
he properly We called a friend of Josuse

ns fact thai the dizeciple is obadient to desus? word sursprasta thadb

the dizciple by his obedicnce takes over the position snd prerogatives of

35
p
]
=
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3
o]
L)
o

ienent disobedient Vine. Israel was the gakal Yzhuohe Ths

fect that aahel astems from the game root a8 gol, the word for "voios,™

would sean to sugrest Lhot the Old Testament gshcl wss the community

surmoned by Yahwsh's Voice, by His Electicn word of love, and what the
aehal Terael uas samonoed to be ohodient to that Veles and word of Gsd.e'-a

wt thoush cailed by God's voice, Israel rsjechted, ignored and spurned
Lho word of 7oce Bub the disciple, abiding in the Trus Vins, Jesus, bears
the £rnit of obedicnee o Jesus and His word, and bacomes & productive

branch in the rsal productive Vine replacine Isracle.

6’1‘. Fe Torrange, "Tho Israel of God==Israsl aed the Incarsation,®
Intorpretotion, X, (July, 1956), 305.
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CHAPTER VIX
TR DISCIPLE'S PRULTSe-LOVE AN MISSION
Love Perdpberal in the Old Testarent

Jesus? total command to love as ile had loved (Jn. 15:12) uge aot
without roots in ithne Old Testament. Love ae the bLacis of ethicsl Lohevier
lay implicdt in the strong ethical bent Hoses had given Israel's rcli;zimz.l

Sucy prophetic ethiesl summaries as icah 9:0 and Hossa O30 had stressed

thel Ul deaired ont domanded mercy and upright deslings froa the recipionts

£

of liis Uovenantelova. Deuteronomy had slso emphasized chesed toward the
doun-tradion, under-privileged and scjournors, and often drew out the
theolozical rocsons benimd such chesed: Isracl was to love bocaunse God
nad loved her in a unique fashion in the Aroduse©

lomever, so L% worked oub, chesed was not the fundasmental measure in
relaticns bobuween God cndé man and men ond mane. Rather, the lLaw wes nare
provinent and doterminstive fox sthiceal belmvior, Thsre was more than
ample reason for thic prominence. For ths Law was what had made Ioreel o
notlion, and in the Luw Yalweh bound His people to Himsslf with covenant
bondse This prominence of tho Law stemmod frem Ioreel's aexperienca of

iogile aslvation in history.

-

In Isrsel, therefore, tic social order was not groundsd in mature,
nor wes the law o natural low. Lzw and socliely were brougit into

=iy

;Fler.:.in;; dmies, Parsonalitios of the Gld Testament (Mew York: Charles
Seribaerts Scns, 19517, p. 222. ’
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being throusgh a specicl revelatiocn of Cod in the setting of the

covenents 4 formless enslaved peopls who bad no low wers mede into

a nation and given a lewe Consequently, Isracl could rejoicec in the

lav, for behind it lay the Glver, the redenptivo God, who had set

s dows on a defenceless people Yor whom justice hod baen denfede”

Gredually, though, the omphssis chifted from the Glver who had
bastoved Torasl with the Law to the gift itsclfe, Tho God who deslt
rodemptively with Isreel and vwho 2lso gave the Lo becane the Guod of e
L wno odso happoned to deal redampitively. The emphasis had shifted
comlately. Such tendencics hardencd even nors under leaders iirs
fmekiel in the exile =nd Hare after the exile, The Lew and the hizh holi-
ness of God loomad =0 large thet aven the ddea that God could stend nesy
te & heincus simer was :i.mpossi&;-le.j" Loveg if given any place, was set at
the poviphery, while ths Iaw stood ab the ecenter. Hou peripherzl love
aetuaily wan io scen from the faet thet Rabbinical Judaism distinguished
boluean cdutlos oxactly reculatsd by Lew axd precapt aud other duties not
reculsted bot lef% to conscionce. Among the latter belonged the duties of
cherity and kindnens to othgrs.f" fven thie cualified duty of lore is
fopthor 1imited and hedged sbout by ite "fmdammtally centripetal chap=
actor,” The Jovs of the Disserszion fashioned 2 system of loving the entire

ersatione Bub the Jew stood right in the center. iny surplus love wes

3!‘:. Brnest Wright, Tha 0ld Tegtament leainst Its Backaround (Londons
504 Press Litde 1950), pe 59.

“jelther Bichrodt, Mon in the Old Testament, trenalated from the
Gernan by Ke and e Gregor Smith (Londont oG4 Pross Lide, 1551), ppe 17-23;
ierl Holl, The Distinctive Slaments in Christienity, translated from the

Gorman Ly Hormnen Ve HOpe (RAinburgis Ts aha Te Chark, 1937), pe 1S

5-.-113.1‘131;1 fanson, Jesus Tho liepsish {Londons flodder snd Stoughion Lide,
1952) e ‘?’3. =
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di=zpensed to proselytes, resident alicns, enenies, slavee, beastc ard

¢ Love unior Judeisn was limited chiefly

vlants in that descending order.
#0 one's feliow Jews and remained isolated from life, the denands of

righteousnoos in tho Lew provicding the foundation for Jewish ethics.’
The Love of CGod in Jesuy

Jssus did more then issue a nesw comend %o love, If He had done
ucibing more than proclaim ancther demend upon meny He would just heve
been repcabing the Uld Tostamsal sentences t0 love God and love tha
neigibor (idc, 12:2080,3 Melt. 22:40). TFor even Jesus! formula for love of
ithe neighbor was werely iillel's fzmous rule couched in positive tem:-s.ﬁ
Josus' teaching of love, then, would not be uniquo, but would morely te a
heightening of the demand 0 love and a decper insight into its working
out.

Howevar, such is not the case. Jesus proclaims not merely a heighienasd
demend %o love but e new situation cresicd by God's lore, Begeuse He ie
the Suffering Servant, His Iis a2 gselfesacriificing love that is greater than
any wzn’s (Jns 15:13). The essertion, "God is love® (I John L:l) would
nover be eaptier if love were interpreted in terms of a Godis private
syrpatiies that never grompted Him to purpcseful acts of love.” Jesast

censtant contaects with the ocutcasts and gpperent failures of 1ife must be

Suottiried Cuell end Sthelbort Stauffer, MLove,” Bible Key. Words,
translated from the Germsn ond edited by J«. Re Costes Irom Gerherd rittle's
Theologisches Wirierbuch sum Neuen Testament (Hew Yorks EHarper and Brothers,

qbl L] _Dp. 30-77.

?;EEQ’, PP hO-hB.
3Ibid.’ Nibe !lg"hél

r L)
s’R. fle Strachan, The Fourth Gosnel. (Londons 3C4 Press Lide, 19kl),
Pe 350
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interpreted as the merciful, redeeming love of God in action. 4lsc Josust
numerous cencounters with demons snd unciean spirits is a corollary to this

active, secking love of Cod, and illustrates that God's werfars azsinst

R ey e

the forces of evil frees those downeand-cuts from the posers that wonld
keep them doin and out .'w

Uygren in his monmumental work, Agape and Eros, has deseribed this 15

active love of God incarnate in Jesus as being completely spontanccus and
unmotivated by any effurt of man snd comsictely indifferent to any thouth:
of human value, sinca all objects of Golfs love are sinners; far from
rgcognizing hunan vselue as a reason for loving men, God's unmerited love
cerectes value in men pracisely because He lovee them. Finally, Gecdts love
alone is the wey man can come o commnion with God, for from mants zide
there is nco obher way thai leads o Goc’..u' it is in this concextion of
the holy Cod, not only as the God of suffering love, but specifically 1
the Fatbher who secks out and creates the cbjects of His lowe, that is }
sbsolutely unicue to Jesus! teaching of love., Here, Floyd Filson suggesta,
"thers vas something in the Christian idea of God which Judaism did not
paralisl. ni2

Jesus is the actualization and incemati;n of God's love to men ‘
because love is the sole relation betwesn the Father and the Son. Jesus!?
revealing Cod's love to men depends upon the Father loving Josus, Mas

the Tather has loved me, s0 have I loved your (Jn. 15:9)s Christ is loved

10z, 7, sianson, The Servent Messleh (Cambridge: Carbridge University
Pross, 1953), pe 6.

Lynders Hygren, Agape and Eros, trensleted from the Swedish by Philip
4, Watsen (Philsdelphins The Wostminstor Press; 1553)s ppe 75=Cl.

127i0yd V. Filson, The New Testament Against Ite Environment (Tondon:
80l Press Lide, 1952), ppe 21l-22,
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by the Father; He is the Son of the Father's lovoe- »;d'fn't’/léVP-(‘Sph. 1:16),
Christians have besn delivered by tha Father "fiom the dominion of dsrkness
and transferrad %o the kingdom of his beloved Sone= ToD 5!05 1';)-5 ;[ ‘:t'r 18
&m0 ~=(Cole 1:13)s That the Father loves the Son is proved by ths Fatheris
piving all things into Jesus? hand (Jne 3:35; Matte 11225-27). Bacouse
Jesus is the doject of the Fathort!s lovs and ihe relaticn betucen them is
ong of love, there is nu room for selfesssertion or independent action on
the part of Jesus {Jn, 5:19-20). Rathar, tho Fathertz love of Jesus
ckumnels Jesus! 1ife and action toward the total revelation of Cod!s lowe

on the cross, Fecause Jesus willingly lays down His lifo, tha FPather loves
Hin (Jne 10:17). This supreme self=giving of Jesus, in the words of Jesuso,
accomplishes the divine purpose: ", , , that the world may know that thon

hagt sent me and hest loved them even @s thou hast loved me." (Jne 171 23).
The Love of the Disciple

This new, unparalleled event of the divine mercy and love groeundsd
tetelly in God's redeeming pwipese and incarnate in Josus is the basis of
& now sitonation for the love of the discinle, "Jesus brings the forgive=
ness of sins, end when a man experiences that, = complets nsw power of overe
wholning love is released within hime nd3

Jesus! commandment to love is a new commandment (Jn. 13:3k)e The
newnoss "eonsists in the depth of meaning that love has receivad from what

Christ is, from the menifestation af lfis love toward the disciples. » _,,1!;

13.1\;&11 and Stauffer, op. cit., pe L%

ll"’.-.‘. e Rizm, The Feurth Cospsl snd Its Message for Toeday {London:
Luttorsorth Press, 1952), pe Gbe
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John describes Josus as loving them to the end (Jn. 1311), and laying dogn
His life on their behalf (Ine 10:11-15, 15:13)e Thus the commandment to
love <oes not stand unrelated to MHis ravelation of God as love, bub is
closely related to ite. TFor,; as Ezrl Holl observes, "whosoever has been
forgiven most will love God most; and he %o whom God hes remitted a great
debt, will also learn mildness towards his -aeighbar.“ls In God's love liec
the newness of Jesus’® commandment,

Thus, the commandment to love tha neighbor is really anrthing btut a
“commandment” in the sense of 2 moralistic law. To view the commandment
to lowve as something demanded, liygrsn feels, would bar the war to under-
standing the nature of lalve.]'5 Far from being merely ons of a nurber of
rules as in the Old Testament, Jesus! command gives lovs conirel and gives
it command over all of human deelings. The commandment to love replaces
he Old Testament Lawe The perfect had come and supersedsed the imperfact
(I Core 13:10),

The result i o o « that it is no longer possible for the life of

relizion truly conceived « o o a8 a fvlly restored relationship

between the scul and Gody, to come dom agein to the cld moralistic
lavel at which love hes to divide the field with an infinite number
of other imperatives. The Law is_transcended by the fact that it is
now grasped in its periect norm.™

Really, the commandwent to love as patierned on CGod's love in Jesus is

without parallel, It defies codification to such a depgree that it ssems

to say, "Just attempt to meke another law cub of Lhis.”

154011, oe Cites Pe 224
lbﬂygren, SDe 5_5_.!:'_-, PPe 6l=(l,
1775114em Hanson, op. cite, pe Elie
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This commandment to love cut right across two popular and influeptial
novements of Jesus?! time, thet of the FPharisees and that of the patriotic
nationalists,
Tec contimue to make the Law the standard of ethics, as the Pharisces
did, involved failing to sce that the Taw was ziven by God to meet =n
energency, and o had a temporary task te perforn that pointed to its
nistorical imcompleteness.
The function of the Torsh.was to bring nen's gatificsticn with this
:ox"‘,a t0 an ond, and to quidien in hin a thirst for rightcousnass
:m,. 5.8)e But the Pharisees can go ebout with all the appasrancac
a' stisfaction, for they have turned ths historical fMunciion of the
1:»-.: 1..1—.0 itz exact opposa.ta.
Jezus! commandment Yo love flew full in the faoce of snother popular
movementl, that of rising nationalism?s petriotic wviolence as a protest
against the lomans, Jesus! command to lova must Le set szainst the backe
pround of Nomon demination and opprassicn under which the Jows chafede The

Jeu's netionalistic forvor often led to explosive and abortive rebellions,

Firmly refusing to recognize Romals political supremacy, they tried to nut

foruward tha Jewish ezuse with armed resistance and guerrilla action, dJosu= ¢

cormandment to love must be seen to be the exact opposite end gliesrnate te
the armad viclence of misguided patria!;s.w
Jesus' commend to love is first of &1l a cormand Yo love Ged above

all things (ike 12:28-30; Hatt, 22:35-38), This is tho first and the

1"3"1;1"e‘.’l.l:oa:'l'. Stouffer, New Testament Theology, translated from the
Sermen by John Marsh (New York: 1be Necmillcn ﬁo*.:;:a:v, 1055); ppe 91=92,

195, Je Foskes Jackson and hirsopp Laie, The Beﬁinngé of Christianit
® : > ) °
1ted by Fa Jo Foskes Jackson and L-.u'so,:p Lake (Reprint of 1920 edition;

Londo1z The Macmillan Company Lide, 18L2), I, 289=290.
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sreatest commmndnonte To love God totelly is first of all a ezll 1o
repentbance, for it places the diseiple next to God'la sovereign holiness
oot of which fia hes condsscended to love.° Such love is a canlate
devotion to Ged that comzs by recognising end accepling God's saving
asoveraslzniyve By accenting God's saving Rvle operative in Jesus, the

disciple shows His connection to the Raal Ving, Jesuss for the depenerate

Ving, Toragl, had in poneral disregerded CGoits holy, soversisn love that

stooped to pave and tihus wao disobedient snd disloval %c the claims thst
love ploeed in it. Dut the disciple by loving God belonge sbsolutely to
Cody his loving CGod as a result is pure and unfeipned, and he davotes a1l
to corvying out Godls will. 2t

Thizs love of the disciple toward God Is motivated in the highest

deoren by Godfs gpontaneous, unmotivated love. 22 pu any other considersticn

bul ihe dirine souree of the disciple's love to God plscses that love in
Jeopardye To nlow with esgerness and 2 nession for God means that the
discinla muot deciore war on the pride thot comss from riches (Matie Ci2h,
308F.) and the pride that comes from position (L. 1l:h3; Mett. 22:6), for
oride in any form threatens love to Gote? Such love toward ihe Father is
a signal thet the disciples is sbiding in Jesve, the Vine; he ic sbiding in

Jesus® love (Jn. 15:9).

By, ‘dolph Ctbo, The Kingdom of dod gnd the Son of lian, tranclated “ron
tho revissd Gormsn edition oy I‘loyn ?. V. Filoon and Bortraa Logesoolf {Londons
Intterwarth Fress, 1951), pe 52.

21;“}[{?{:".3 3 2‘,_].. eite 3 ﬁp- 9!1-95.

22
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The love of the disciple toward bLis fellewman and neighbor gisc is the
result of abicing in Jesus, the feal Vinoe, Jests! camandment to love cne
snother as lie has loved (Jne 15:12) iz obeyed and fulfilled by sbiding in
iz love {(Jn, 15:9-10)s Zhe disciple's love toward men stems from Godfs

unnotivated love towerd him, "ie lova, hecmuse he first loved us® (I John

hzl9), S the disciplels love of others is scasured by the absolute standaxd

of Cod's wmnotivated, unmorited love toward hime His love is nol a subtle
form of self«love that ic deepened and projected. Recognition or eredit
from others play no part in ths disciple’s love (L. 6:32-34)s Only the
concrete nesd of pecple determines the love of the disciple. Since the
diceiple was loved :and forgiven while o amiscraule sinner, he in torn loves
peonls in their aisery end misfartune; even ithe lowesl socially and moralily
are ohiccis of his loving concern (Matte 25331~k0)e Eecause CGod's love o
him in Jesus in unlimited and unconditioned, uvalimiied and unconditioned
love marks end shepes the disciple's dealinge with others, idny gquestion
such a8 Peber'e ac to the limibs of forgiving the brother indicszte a gress
nisunderstanding of loving the brothore. Such a disciple is spiriiuslly
Immebure who is more ccacernsd with legelistic arithmetics than displaying
an overflosing, unhempered wovking of love (ifatt. 10:21-22). Tihe guesiicn
is not "How should I behave €0 thogse I naturslly dislike", but rather,
Mihon the love of Cod is shed abrosd in men's hearbs, what limits can it
hava?® This is central to Jesus' teaching shbout forgiveness and turning
the other cheek (Matb. S:li3~LSs k. 6:27-36}o28 For nctivated br a Fotherts

love in the concrete forms of sun and rain upon all monkind elike

2"'"!.. Ge Hobert, The Throne of David {l.ondons Frber end I-‘ahar Limited,
1953)9 Pe 1743-

~ wrddee i’
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(Matts 5sbh-hb), the sons of God ere commanded t¢ likewise love all men
without distinction or preference.2>

But Jesus' dicciples are called %o lovs one anoiher espacislly. This
1s Uiis commandment; "that you love one snothor as I have loved you®
(Jne. 15112}, The "preater love" that lays doin its 1ifs for thosec it ties
intinately to itseld furnishes the patbern of the disciples! luve one for
the other (Jn. 15:13). Just as Jesus had cslled the disciples into a
collective group, so the offect of abildirg in the Trus Vine with obher
ranches would tie each branch closely to the others.z"‘ Por within the
Trus Vine there 1s no room for unloving individualism or self-sssertion;
rether =11 are inbercomected through the love of the True Vine, Jesus, 21
Tho dizciples zre nob lone wolves, bul ara = corp_::raie groupg sheep undey
the gsue Shepherd (Tne 10:1h). The Father!s love given the disciples in
decus is ohed dhrosd that they may be one® even as the Fatnsr ond Jesus

ara one in love mnd wergose (Jne 17:11, 22-2L:),
Torasl's Failure to Revesl Yalweh Universally

iAbrehsn and his seed had been selected as the Vine of Yahwsh for the
purpose of 'Bearing the fruit of blessing to 211 nations. Theirs was a
universal missionary vocation $0 reveol ¥Yanweh, the universal God+2° They
wers Lo be the priestly pecpls of Gody rmﬁeﬁng %o Yaimieh, the one trus

\

L s -
2"3‘-’.!!{,’1‘(‘:1, ODe cites pe 08,

Ea?incmt Tarlor, Forgiveness and Heconciliaticn (London: Macmillan
and Compargy Lides 1952}, pp. 127=129.

275, Ha Cs Mscgregor, Bucharistic Origins (London: James Claric and
Company Eide, 1923), ps 57.

20,7811 40 Rebinson, The Biblical Doctrins of ths Church (St. Louis:
The Bethany TFreos, 1955/, ve 22. ' e
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God, the worship end obedience which He could rightfolly claim from all the ‘
nntions of the earths. is a priestly people, Israsl w#s' ;‘.'ort‘:ed o te F '
e,xc].ta:sive.29 Paradorically, it wes this execlusivensss that proved the
source of Isracl's missionary celling and the esscnce of her nissionary
ctrateny.
Out of *hjs exclusivenoce of Israel her mi s.:siona::.- vaocation springs,
Parsms on thelr part notice this roligicn of Isracl, that it aupears
Lo x-mr‘ a ﬂeulitv which cther religlons have not, and they psrceive,
wi'e dinly or mora clea rlg, that here is a God who is not mads in men's
image, ua‘t hes maede man in His,
Sxamglos of the effectivensss of this exclusiveness are the comversion of
| Hasman the Syrian (II Kings 5117), and the proselytes mentioned in the
How "estasent, the pious centurion of Cupernaum (Lk. 7:5) and Corncliug
the canturion of Cacsarea (icte 10:2). Such examples wsre just sinsle
instances of Zecheriahfs prophecy being fulfillied:
Thus says the Lord of hosts: those days ten men shall ¢ake hold

of' ihe robe of a Jewy saving, "Lot us go with you, for we have heard
that God is with you® (Zeciie 8:23).

However, Israel nover socmed to have setive miscionaries who went ocut
berond Israel's btorders to proclaim the unique greatness of their God,
Yahwehe Tha one seemingly obvious oxcepbion is tha bLock of Jonsh, Tt as
Father Jicbert has pointod out

The Doolr of Jonsh gives no programne of missionary activity; sll that

side of tihe picture is shkatched in very lightly, lic zoes to Hinevahy

but not to czll the Hinevites to woarship CGod, to pray o Him, to

brinr pifts and pressents, to offer sacrifice; ho has w one thing
to say, and that is to warn them of iwpending judgment.

2%G, A. Denell, "The Idea of God's Feople in ths Bible", Ths Reot of
the Ving, tsdi.?nd by Anton Fridrichsen (fiew York: I’hilcsmnicel Library, 1953).
De 2!7-

3gﬂehe!‘t, __ﬁ. Ei-&., Pe 76‘

i 31Ihid., Po 93.
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Even the Servant of Yahweh does not perfarn an active missionsry carcsre
Instead, He iv givon as a light to the nations, but he dozs not briug then
lisht (s, 49:8), md the cozstlands and islands will wgit for his Torah
(Ise h2:l),

Isroclts niszion sprong cut of an ewclusiveness that found its orizin
in the greatness and universality of Uod. This exclusiveness,; though a
nocasaary part of Israel’s religlon, springs up in a very ugly and
separatistic form after the e:ﬁ.la.32 The saved Hemnant cuncentrates more
on its cun salvation then on seving cthors, expends mors effori on keoping
itoell pure then purifying othors.

o
La

-3

[

2 Jouws at Josus! time, lowever, showsd great missionary vitaliiye
But thelr energy wes misdirecteds For Jesns coamments that the Fhariscas
bound their converts to the Lew and not to the God who gave the Law. Thus,
thoupgh they "troverse lond snd sea2 %0 make a single proselyte;® when they ‘
suceosd, their converts become "twice as much a child of hell" as the
Pheriscos thomselves (Mlatte. 23:15).

Israel uas actually impctent to carry oot her universal mismi.on to
tie Centiles, Though she realized CGod's high and holy purpose, she was
never oble 4o realise her poteatiality es the universal Viae of the univere
sal Cod, Tids high ealling lay beyond her possrs of fulfillmente33 She
was unsbis to reslize the fullness of her universel potentislity until CGodts

fallneas of time had come (Cule. Lili)e

32’1‘. i, HManson, The Teachiny of Jesug (Caubridges Cambridge University
Prass, 1951}, pp. 2h0=2L2. :

332iabaz't, Ope Cites PPe 95=-06,
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Jesust Universal "dscion

Joesus'! uriversal mission was in'nereni; in His interpretation of liis
ministry as the Sufforing Son of HMane As the Suffering Servant, Jesus was
to bring forth Cod's righteousness and justice for the Sentiles (Is. L2:l),
to be & Light for the Gentiles (Is. 4910}, and by His grisly suffering iie

would startle many nations and their kinss (Ie. 52:15). #As the glorious

=

Son of Man of Danlel 7, Jesuc completely identified Himscif with all the
saints of the Host High (Dan. ?:13,18).3!"

Jesus Himself understocd His mission as extendirg to oll men.
Selvation is fron the Jews (Jn., Le22), bui there comes the tims when other
shcep that the Good Shepherd possesses bgyond the sheopfold of Israel will
be brought in, hear 4is wvoice znd becoms part of the ona flock under the
onc Shephord (Jne 10:18)e In John’s Gospcl the Gentiles sre cpecifically
mentioned tuice, In John 7:35 the Jeows contesptuously ask if Jesus will
consort with Centiles whils trying (o meke proselytes of theme This weuld
seon to indicste some future tims when the Cospel would come to the
heathene #% thz cloue of Jesas! nminiciry, somes Cresks comes to Jesus.
Jesus, informsd of their intention to see Him,; oxclaims, "The hour hes
come for the Som of Man to ba glorified.? The great purpose of His coming
that He be lifted up has arrived with tho coming of the Cantiles. By
being pléced into the sarth like a sesd, Jesus will die and bear much
fruit (Jns 12:20-2h). Jesus' bearing the fruit of ihe Gentiles is dependent
upen His death, resurraection and ascenslone After these redemptive events

He will draw all men to !ﬂmeH (Jn. 12:30«32), and so bear much fruit

(Jn. 12 =2h) o

3!"}:. Heuton Flsw, Jesus and lis Church {London: The Epworth Press,
1951), ppe 53=55.
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The Disciples!' Fruit-HBearing !Hssion

Jasus chose the disciples, incorporating them into Himself; the fezl
Vine, for the purpose of Learing abiding fruit. "L chese you ami sppointed
you that wvou should go and bear fruit and that your frult should abiden
{dns 15:16). That this {ruit beering was impartant and centrsl to Jesus
is evident from the accentuated emphasis Hs gives.the idea. There is a
definite progression--frult, much fruit, more fruit.2® But nowhore doss
Jasus even contemplate the possibility of just a little fruit, I =
branch gbides in the True Vine, it will bear fruit (Jn. 15:4~5). Apart
fron the Vine it is impossible for any branch t¢o maintain life, much lase
bear fruit (Jne 15:6).

dasically, the fruit thet the disciple is to bear is other anc -cra -
dizeiplss, Houever, the disciple's love, falth and obediencs glso play a
vitel role in the disciples! mission. In the High Prisstly Praver Jesus
shows the rolsz love plsys. The disciples' oneness hag as its goal "that
thoy mzy belicve that thou hast sent me" (Jne 17:21)e Their unity is
compared with the perfect harmony end congruence of purpose betwesn the
Father end Jesus and is to be perfected through zbiding in Christ (Jn. 17:
23)s Tho purpcss of this loving unity ef the disciples is "thst the world
mey know that thon hast sent me and hast loved them even ss thou hast loved
ne¥ (Jne 17:21)e Strathmann feels that ?Claube and Gehorsam waren die

35!-‘. B, leyer, Gospel of John (Grasd Hapids, Michigan: Zondervan
Publishing Houss, 1950 )‘E', PPe 202-203s
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Frucht, die von Iersel erwartet wurde. o » o"C This faith, cbedience =nd
love of the disciples ara signs thaot Lhe disciples assume 0ld Israsl's
placz as Ood's fruitful Vine.

dowever, the major force Jesus puts behind bearing fruit canters in
the universal mission of the disciples. "Go, bear fmit? (Jn. 15:158) is
strangely reminiscent of Jesus' last comand, "Go, teach all nations,
malking disciplese o o o (Matt. 28:19). The lasting fruit borne by the
disciplss are those who are brought into the Church by ths disciples!?
effective witness to Jesus the Vine.?! EBranchee in the Vins, ths diseipla's
srfectivenses rests in Jesus working through them. Though Jesus® work was
conf'ined cduring fls 1life,; the disciples' is world-wide, YThe Lord
divested Himsell of life thai He misht invest them with the spostolate to
the world. He get sside His 1ife and set them o thair work."3® In this
sense the discinles' work is greater than the Lord's (Jn. 1h:12).

Theirs was a work of mission from ths very starte "Thelr work was
not studr but practices MFisharaen wore to bacems fishers of man;"39
peasants were to e laborers in the vineyard, They Ware appointed rezpers
who "gather fruit for cternal 1life” (Jns L:36)s Dy choosing from ths
wider circles of His diseciples twelve to be His intimate companions, Jesus

indicated that He intended the chosen discinles to play a real part in Hie

3655&:19.@:.11 Strathmenn, Des Zvangelium nach Johannaos, Teilband IV of
Dag Neue Testement Dsutsch (GBttingen: vendenhosck und iuprecht, 1951),
Ve 217 °
3 Tt v -
adolph Schlatter, Der Gvanzelist Johannes (Stutigert: Calwer
Vereinshichhendlung, 19307, pe 3054
38.-. a - T, .- -
Sir Edwyn Clement Hoslgyns, The Fourth Gospel, edited by Francis
Noel Davey (Londmms Yaber end Faber Limited, i9§35 s 2o LT78.

3%, e nanson, Tho Tcaching of Jesas, pe 237.
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mission to the whols secple of CGod (k. 3:121':{.).“6 The composition of the
Tuelvs was o varied thst it provided a composite picture of the Jawish
paople as ihsy vere at Jesus! tims. In all their divergencs, though, the
dizciples are called by Jasus to serve all peopls zo they are.hl Jdesus
may have deliberately chosen the name Apostle for His disciples as the
exact contrary of Fharisese. For to Jssus the disciples "should be a
saving Remnant of Deutero-Isaiah rathsr than the saved Reunant of Hzekiel.
They are to be the preservative (the szt of the sarth) rather than the
preservod. ul:2

The diseiples were sent by Jesus into the world, as He had been seut
by the Pather (Jn. 17:18); to bear the fruil of more disciples (Jn. 15:16).
Their missicn was essentislly one of witnessing t¢ Jesus, the Yrue Vins,
of which ther were brenchos. Hscauszs the disciples had been with Jesus
from the hepimning, their miscsion was toc witness what they had seen and
heard {Jne 15:27)s Ths discivlss wars wilnesses to what CGod hiad cone in
Jenues they were not the besrers end preseriurs of & t.radition.m Because
Jesve had sanciifisd Hirmself by dedicating and consecrating ilimsell in
death to God (Jae 17117), the disciples also were (;.onsacratcd and szetl aside
for witnassine to Jesue (Jn. 17:19)s o in Jesus! High' Priestly Prayer
Jesus does not pray for the world, not bscause the world is past praying

for, but because the world is the disciples? trust (Jn., 17:9). Rather

hoﬁengstorf, Ope Cita, Do USh; Flew, Ooe cile,. pp. 36=-42, Vinecent
Taylor, The Life and Hinistry of Jesus (Hew Yorks Ablngdon Fress, 1955},
(AL] 97.

M‘Rengtori‘, ©De Cite, Dpe L55-L58

ha.l‘. s fﬁ',’;.-r;son, The Teachingz of Jesus, De 2h2.

b3pengstort, ope cite, pe 4ST-459e
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Jesus prays for those who will come to beliave in Him through the
Giseiploc® wiinessing word (Jn. 17:20). The gverulelaing sense of urgency
with which the disciples procleimed thelr witness is not aceidental or
mispleced farvor, BDub as witnesses to what God had done docisively in
Jesus, the disciples were gripped by a revolutionary view of history and
their oin importonce in hie'.'l;n:r.‘:':,-'.hll Ged in Jesus had dramatically broken
into history,; had purged and cast out the desd, unfruitful Vine of Isrzel
and in Jesus, His True Vinas, hod reconctitutsd znd reorganized the Vine of
Cods Heceuse they had bean incorporated into the Vine by Jesus' call of
grace, bocause thay were obedient "¢o thot cell by loyelty, trust and obedi-
ence te Cod 2nd Jesus! word, and beconse thoy had witnessed Geod's great
redenptive achs for all men in Jesus, thay kios that thgy vere called ss
branches intc Jesus, the Vins, Thus the Vime would gros and spread to all
mankind ss more and more branches bore the fruit of more and more disciples.

The diseiples Josus had chosen were o exercise their mission freely.
Eecause thsy sbided in Jesus' love, that love mu]d bo the mark of thalr
gorvice and witness. Thoy were not chosen 10 act as censors over the rest
of mankind, limiting the number of those incorporated in Jesus, the Vins,
They hzd been chosen for a caresr of serving love whose distinguishing
morks would be & deep and sincera humility and a2 boundless generosity.
Bocsuse Jssus was lavish with loving grace o them, they were callsd to
lavish that generosity upon dll the nsticns of the earth.

Pinelly, the diseiples were assured of Jesus' constant presencs. The

disciples as brenches could never bear the fruit of more disciples withoub

hhSteuffe:', ORe g_&-, Pe h8.

J"S'I'. Wo Manson, The Hervant ¥essich, De 59.
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Jesus! ablding prosence remaining with theme If it had been left to the

disciples to take up their task alone, their choice would have fallan
elsguwliores Feter, Andz'sw,.d'ames ancd John might well have spent the rest of
their days trying to rebuild the prosperous fishing business they had
rashly sbandoned to follow the propnet of Hazareths. Put becauss of the

resurracted Jesus' abiding presence with them such was not the case.

B
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it is Christ who picks up the threads, Chrict who takes the lead,
Christ whose prescnce and power ere constont inspiration and strang‘bh.
The Resurrection means above all Just this, that Christians do not
inherit their tesk from Christ, thsy share it with Hﬁ E@

S ———

It is Jesus' guiding presence with the disciples that gives thom the -

readiness end confidence to perform liis universal mission, For the risen

Chirist, the Real Vine, comes in full poser to continue ilis work of bearing
ile frult of nore telievers through the brancnes, His disciplss., ie
Hnself tokeo the load, linking the work of the disciples with the work Ho
Hiwself hsd started. Dut sbeve all, comes the assurance of iis shiding
presence with theme "ibide in wme. Abids in my love. .aibide in my wordsh

(J.'ﬂ. l;!h‘!;;?;g)-
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CHAPTER VIII

S50MT TRHTATIVE CONCLUSIONS

The entirs redemptive movement in Cod's salvaticn history is essen= |
tiaily ones his one redempiive movement throuzhout ths 0id and New
Testomonts iz the movement of God's redeeming love whercby He re=-
esloblishos the bond between Himself end peuple end restares them to '
communion with Himcell, The sondid story of the degenerzte Vino Isracl
is o story of that grace rejected, spurned and ignored, with Godls
corresponding judzments uwpon His umproductive Vinee The 0ld Vine was
progrossively pruned back and cut down until it centered in one Israslite,
the real Israel end the True Vins, Jesus Christ. Those engrafted into
desus, the Yrus Vine, as branches sre His disciples who complete and £i11
oat the Old disloyal, unproductive Vims with their loyal fruitbearing,

The Vine iz always God's Vina throughout redesptive history. The 014

Vins belonzed o Ced by virine of His sovereign Slsction-love that selocted

Israel %o be Cod's Vine sololy oul of scvereign selectivity, This
Hzcticnelovs was unconditioned, ummerited ond undeserved, and as a resalt
gerved 2z tha sole basls of Isrsel's life as a nation. BEven Jesus Christ,
the True Vine, eomee under the gentle care of tha Father-Vinedresserts
lovee The branches engrafted into Jesus have their position in the True
Vine only because of Guxi's Slectioneczll of love issued thea by Jesus, the
Bleet One of CGode Thus in both the 0ld znd Hew Testaments the Vine belongs

to Cod alone because He celled the Vine into being by lis sovereign

Electionelove God alone in the Keeper, Tiller and Husbandmon of the Vince
The communion with God expressed in tho Vino-fesper and Vine-branches

metaphors and initisted by Col's sovereign flsction-love is sustained only
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by God's loving zift of persistent gracs. The 0ld Teetument Vinae contimued
to exist only under Yahweh'z persistently stubborn chessd that puarded and
cared for His Vine, Israel. Likewize, the branches continue to abide in
Jesus, the Vine, only because fie laid dewn Nig 1ife in love and continues
to genarously pour Hic love into them.

The sovercign Nlectlon-love of God and the persistent chesed that
sustained the welation between Keeper and Vine placed corresponding
Covenmmt demends upon Israsl. Because Yalweh existed beforao Isrzel,
could do without her and could even rejsct her, lie could slso demand
covenant responsibilities. Yahweh's persistently loyal chesed toward His
Vine ealled forth the total response of faithfol chesed from the Vina that
signalled the Vine's totally depsadent %irast in her Keeper and invclved
absolute loyalty and obedience to Yaluche Further, Yalmwoh's chesed was to
serve %o incite Israsl to carresponding chesed toward oll sherers of
Yahweh's covenant grace, and wonld burst out Leyond 211 nationel liwmits
ond barriers in Isrzel's universal mission to bless 21l nations., The
partienl=zristic selectivity that czlled Israel into active partnership
with God in the covenant of grace for a universal mission becane the rock
of sturbling and offense to Israel. For the more intimstely God disclossd
Hisz sovereisn love for Israel, iis chosen one, in preference to the many
cther nations,; the more vniversal Ioraelts mission becams. The nore
intinately the Vine waz tied to OJod, the God of eall, ithe more Uod's grace
had to break through the limits of Isreel, the nation, and reach out to
a1l the world precisely through His Vins, Tsrael. Only then would Teraal
bear the fruit Yalwen demanded of His Vine in the covenani.

Paradoxically, tha way that would {ulfill thssc covenant rosponsie
bilities led her through death to life. Israsl had ariginzlly been called
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froa death to life as God's Vine when Yahieh chose the Patriarchs, But as
2 natlon and corporate peopls of God, Israel's only way to life es God's
Vine involwed her death ez & nation. The nation Isracl had to be severely
pruned =nd cul doun becansez of her contimmad rebellion against God's
covenmt purposos for her. Strangely, the moking of Israel as the True
Vins could come only through Yahweh's breaking her as & nation, The path
to 1ife os Ged's Vine led straight %o Isracl's death 2s a nation becauss
the more Cod gove Himself in relsntless chesed, the more the unproductive
Vine was foreed to rebel and bear only the bitter fruit of sinful self-
wiil, A symptom of this death became apparent in the growing contradiction
between Yahueh's hopes for Ierael as a saved Remant and 2 saving Servent
and Isracl as she really wase A5 Godfs seif-giving pressed relentlessly
torard jis ultimate gift in the Incarnation, Israel as God's Servant
became Llimler and blinder. Minglly, Isracl was cut down to the ground,
and for sll purncses she was dead, but cut of her stump arcse the True
Vinee Isracl schatieored horself on the cross,; for rejection of God's
ultinate self-giving in Christ moant desth to Israsl. EBut thesa rebellicus
refusals of Cod's stubborn Covenant-love that nailed Jesus to the cross
meant not only death for Isrsel as Cod!s Vine, but also meant life for
those who would recognizs Jepous as the Suffering Servunt, the only Way to
the Fathers The hwnble Root cut of dry zround signalled the death of
Isreel. as the Vine, but the way to life in Jesus, the True Vine, could
ceme only after unfruitful, degenerste Israel had died. Parzdoxically,
Isreel would become a light for the Gentiles only through ils blindnass to
Jesus, the Light, and the Trus Vine incoarporated in Jesus could come into

existance only through the death of the 0ld Vine. For the real believing

Isrsel, as well as for Josus, resurrection could only come after crucifixion.
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Jesus, the True Vine of CGod, 1s the canter of gravity in all of Ged's
redemptive doalings. 411l of God's redemptive wction and movemeats in
history expressed in the figure of God's cave for dis Vine converge and
canter in Jesus,; the True Vine, Jesus is the Vine quintessentially. He
willed 0 he the true nation Israel, the real szved Remnant and the saving .
Suffering Servent, In that He fulfilled the iunctions, tasks and missions
of Isrzc) as ilation, heunant and Servant, Josus recapitulated in Himself
Lhe whole 1life snd career of Isrsel under Cod’s rederpiive dealinge. When
the Cld Vins wss cut down to the ground, there sprang up 2 new shoot, a
new vine, for lle who willed to be Isrzel was cruacified by Isracl cnly to
rise azain as the root out of dry prounds Thus Jesus is Himself the True
Pine of God, ¥y perfectly revesling Cod in Mis suffering as Cod's Servant
Messiah,; and by extonding the czll of Electionelove to the entire world,
Jesus, the Vine, grefts more and more branches into Himsell. Thus it is
in Christ, who in ihe real mesaning and gosl of Israel!s life, that we
understand Israslls ordeal in history and her role in God's purpose. For
in Jesus Cirist, the Tme Vine of Gad, ths elsction of One for sll becumes
salvation for all through the rejectien of the One by =11, So the cross of
Jesus, the True Vine, &t the sane time marks the cutiing down of the Old
Ving and ths putting forth of branches through which a2ll belisvers are

JAncorporated into the Vine of God.
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